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Grand    Lodoe 

Free  and  accepted  Masons 


OF  THE 


State   of   Illinois. 


OCCASIONAL  COMMUNICATION, 


By  order  of  the  Grand  Master,  an  occasional  communi- 
cation of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  was  convened  in  the 
Masonic  Hall  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  Illinois,  on  Wednes- 
day, the  twenty-seventh  day  of  May,  A.D.  1896,  A.L.  5896, 
at  2  o'clock  p.m.,  for  the  purpose  of  laying-  the  corner  stone 
of  the  Eastern  Illinois  State  Normal  School. 

The  following-  Grand  Officers  were  present: 

M.  W.  Owen  Scott Gnmd  Master. 

R.W.  Edward  Cook Deputy  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Chas.  p.  Hitchcock Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  J.  H.  C.  Dill, Grand  Secretary. 

W.  E.  C.  Pace Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  C.  E.  Allen Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  John  Lingo. Grand  Steivard. 

W.  W.  W.  Bruce Grand  Stcivard. 

W.  Geo.  H.  Miller Principal  Architect. 

Bro  Robert  R.  Stevens Grand  Tyler. 

There  was  also  present  a  larg^e  number  of  Past  Grand 
Officers,  Past  Masters,  and  officers  of  lodg^es,  and  a  g^reat 
concourse  of  brethren.     The  Grand  Master  jBUed  the  vacant 


2  Occassional  Communlcatioii.  [May  27, 

stations  and  places  among- the  Grand  Officers  by  the  follow- 
inj^-  appointments: 

R.  W.  Wm.  E.  Ginther Junior  Grand  Warden. 

R.W.  Robert  L.  McKinlay Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  J.  E.  Jewett Grand  Clmplain. 

R.W.  D.  G.  Burr Grand  Orator. 

W.  T.  L.  "Vradenburg Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.  George  A.  Stabler. Grand  Marshal. 

AV.  G.  H.  B.  Tolle Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

W.  Joseph  Withington Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.  R.  R.  Strickler Grand  Steward. 

W.  J.  C.  Fletcher Grand  Steward. 

And  the  Grand  Lodge  was  opened  in  ample  form. 

The  procession  was  then  formed,  with  the  following 
acting  as  escort  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &  A.M. : 

G.A.R.  Escort,  mounted,  and  Gov  Altgeld  and  Staff,  mounted. 

Fii'st  Division. 

Goetz'   Military   Band.      G.A.R.    Comrades.      Illinois   State   Militia. 

Govenor  and  Staff,  mounted.     Trustees  and  invited  <juests 

in  carriajjes. 

Second  Division. 

Charleston  K.  P.  Band.     Kni<jlits  of  Pj^thias. 

Third  Division. 

Charleston  Knickerbocker  Band.     I.O.O.F.     Red  Men.     Modern 

Woodmen. 

Fourth  Division. 
Indiana  Stjite  Band.     Knijjhts  Templar. 

Fifth  Division. 
Sullivan  K.P.  Band.     Master  Masons.     Grand  Lodge  A. F.  &  A.M. 

Upon  arrival  Bro  H.  A.  Neal.  mayor  of  Charleston,  and 
chairman  of  the  Citizens'  General  Committee,  delivered  the 
following 

ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

Within  the  memory  of  people  now  living;,  Edward  Coles  was  i^ov- 
ernorof  this  state,  and,  strange  as  it  may  seem  to  those  of  you  born 
since  1860,  during  his  term  of  office  a  great  battle  was  fought  in  this 
state  between  the  forces  of  freedom  and  slaver^',  and  Governor  Coles 
was  the  acknowledged  leader  of  freedom's  forces,  and  the  result  of 
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that  contest  was  more  important  than  it  was  at  that  time  deemed. 
Who  can  tell  what  might  have  been  the  result  if  in  that  controversy 
slavery  had'  won  and  Illinois  had  been  added  to  the  slave-holding 
states  of  the  Union,  and  her  quarter  of  a  million  of  men  furnished 
the  Union  army  had  been  added  to  the  Confederate  forces. 

No  monument  has  ever  been  erected  to  his  memory.  It  is  fitting 
that  here,  in  the  county  named  for  him;  that  here,  in  the  city  where 
one  of  those  memorable  debates  between  Lincoln  and  Douglas  was 
held:  that  here,  in  this  beautiful  grove,  fronting  upon  Lincoln  avenue 
this  magnificent  structure  should  be  erected  as  a  monument  to  his 
memory. 

On  behalf  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  I  welcome  to  our  midst  the 
chief  executive  of  our  state,  whose  signature  made  the  bill  a  law 
which  authorized  the  construction  of  this  building.  I  welcome  the 
members  of  the  legislative  body  which  had  the  courage  and  the  wis- 
dorn  to  enact  the  law.  I  welcome  the  citizens  and  representatives  of 
the  competing  cities,  who  a  few  months  ago  frightened  us  so  badly  by 
their  earnest  efforts  to  secure  the  location  of  this  school,  and  who  now 
have  at  least  this  consolation, — that  the}'^  have  no  Normal  School 
notes  coming  due  the  first  of  July.  I  welcome  the  representatives  of 
the  Masonic  Fraternitj^  under  whose  -auspices  this  corner  stone  is 
laid.  I  v/elcome  all  the  fraternal  societies  and  the  militia  companies 
who  have  come  here  to  join  in  the  procession  and  celebrate  this  glad 
event.  I  welcome  this  multitude  of  men  and  women  who  are  as- 
sembled here  on  this  occasion. 

May  this  building  long  stand  as  a  monument  to  the  wisdom  and 
generosity  of  the  general  assembly  and  the  chief  executive  who  made 
its  erection  a  possibility.  May  the  thousands  of  young  men  and 
women  who  go  forth  from  its  doors  to  instruct  other  tens  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  boys  and  girls,  be  better  and  more  fully  equipped 
for  the  great  work  they  undertake  by  reason  of  their  sojourn  here. 

Again  to  one  and  all,  on  behalf  of  the  city  of  Charleston,  on  this, 
its  gala  day,  I  extend  to  3'ou  a  most  cordial  welcome  and  extend  to  all 
the  freedom  of  our  city. 

The  Grand  Master  of  Masons  of   Illinois,   M.W.    Bro. 
Owen  Scott,  responded  as  follows: 

Ladies  and  Gentlenten: 

This  is  an  occasion  fraught  with  unusual  significance.  The  corner 
stone  of  our  free  republic  is  the  intelligence  of  its  people,  laid  by 
eternal  justice  and  cemented  with  the  blood  of  our  patriot  fathers. 
To  secure  essential  fitness  for  citizenship  the  public  school  was  or- 
dained. It  is  itself  a  miniature  republic.  The  rich  and  poor,  high 
and  low,  meet  upon  a  common  level.  Wealth  cannot  purchase,  nor 
birth  secure,  exemption  from  that  struggle  which  alone  can  give  in- 
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tellectual  prowess.  The  sturdy  farmer-boy  meets  in  the  common 
school  in  friendly  emulation  and  generous  rivalry  the  son  of  the 
merchant  or  professional  man,  and  has  an  equal  chance  for  victory 
in  the  conflict  of  life.  The  strength  of  our  institutions  is  the  pro- 
vision for  universal  education.  Our  own  great  and  beautiful  com- 
monwealth, foremost  in  every  good  word  and  work  emphasizes, 
its  thorough  belief  in  the  efficiency  of  public  institutions  by  adding 
to  our  two  superbly  equipped  normal  schools,  two  others.  Last  Octo- 
ber, the  great  Fraternity  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  on  this 
occasion,  put  in  place  the  corner  stone  of  the  building  of  the  North- 
ern Illinois  State  Normal  School  at  DeKalb.  Today  we  gather  to 
perform  a  similar  service  for  the  fourth  in  this  beautiful  sisterhood  of 
educational  agencies.  ''As  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school"  has  stood 
as  true  since  Eve  first  instructed  Cain  and  Abel  in  the  rudiments  of 
learning  in  Eden.  The  village,  county,  and  city  schools  dig  out  the 
rough  diamonds  and  deftly  shape  them  for  future  use,  while  the  state 
normals  polish  and  tit  and  perfect  them  for  the  more  intricate  and 
exacting  pedagogic  service.  These  four  state  normal  schools  will 
stand  as  monuments  to  the  popularity  of  common  schools  in  Illinois. 
They  will  certify  to  the  world  that  our  state  means  to  lead  in  the  on- 
ward march  of  the  century. 

The  great  institution  of  Freemasonry  gladly  joins  hands  today 
with  the  educational  forces  of  the  state.  For  centuries  she  has  been 
perfecting  a  sj'stem  of  moral  education  for  the  up-building  and  per- 
fection of  human  character.  Through  her  system  of  symbolic  and 
allegoric  instruction  she  has  been  the  Gamaliel  at  whose  feet  have 
sat  the  wisest  and  best  of  earth. 

Her  deep  truths,  drawn  from  the  inexhaustible  fountain  of  the 
Holy  Scriptures  as  she  has  reverently  bowed  before  the  Supreme 
Architect  of  the  Universe,  have  gone  into  the  hearts  and  lives  of 
the  good  and  great  among  every  civilized  people  under  the  sun.  Free- 
masonry, being  essentially  educational  in  every  fiber  of  its  being, 
gladly  employs  the  skill  of  its  line  of  master  workmen  upon  the 
edifice  to  be  erected  here  as  a  temple  of  learning.  In  behalf,  there- 
fore, of  the  people  of  Illinois,  great  and  proud  Illinois,  as  well  as  in 
the  name  of  the  many  thousands  of  the  men  who  wear  the  lambskin 
or  white  apron  emblematic  of  that  purity  of  life  and  nobility  of  char- 
acter which  Masonry  seeks  to  ■u])build,  I  accept  these  glad  words  of 
welcome.  Charleston  may  well  feel  that  Illinois  is  todaj'  putting  a 
royal  crown  upon  her  brow,  and  thus  welcome  these  multitudes  to  her 
coronation.  Her  name  will  ever  after  be  coupled  with  holy  ambition, 
innocent  childhood,  rugged  manhood,  beautiful  womanhood.andaroyal 
statehood.  Within  her  gates  will  come  the  stately  tread  of  an  army, 
not  bent  on  carnage  and  pillage,  but  one  to  war  on  ignorance  and 
vice,  to  destroy  the  sting  of  idleness  and  the  venom  of  malice.  Earn- 
est, thoughtful  young  men  and  women  will  come  hither  to  learn  how 
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to  apply  the  chisel  to  the  marble  of  childhood  that  the  angel  of  manly 
and  womanly  character  may  stand  forth.  Joining"  with  her  three 
sisters,  the  Eastern  Illinois  State  Normal  School  will  stand  as  a 
guardian  over  the  future  goodness  and  strength  of  our  majestic  com- 
monwealth. 

Her  growth  and  greatness,  her  fame  and  fortune,  depend  upon  the 
intelligence  of  her  people,  the  purity  of  her  homes,  and  the  integrity 
and  loyalty  of  her  citizenship.  The  King  of  Sparta  was  asked  in 
astonishment  by  a  foreign  ambassador,  "Where  are  the  walls  of  the 
city?"  The  response  was,  "(^ome  and  see."  They  went  and  beheld 
the  solid  plalanx  of  invincible  soldiers.  The  King  exultantly  ex- 
claimed, "These  are  the  walls  of  Sparta."  Should  our  gallant  gover- 
nor be  similarly  interrogated  he  can  point  to  our  superb  common 
schools  and  say,  "These  are  our  invincibles  which  guarantee  the  per- 
petuity of  our  institutions." 

After  short  addresses  by  Hon.  I.  B.  Craig",  state  sen- 
ator; Hon.  P.  M.  Young-blood,  president  of  the  board  of 
trustees,  and  Hon.  S.  M.  Inglis,  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  the  Grand  Lodge  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  the  corner  stone  with  the  ancient  ceremonies 
of  the  Craft. 

At  the  close  of  this  ceremony,  His  Excellency  John  P. 
Altgeld,  governor  of  Illinois,  delivered  an  oration. 

Thus  the  service  ended.  The  procession  was  reformed, 
and  returned  to  the  Masonic  hall,  where  the  Grand  Lodge 
was  closed  in  ample  form. 


(Q^iU^^j^^^kLj^ 
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FIFTY-SEVENTH  GRAND  ANNUAL  COMMUNICATION,  HELD 
AT  CHICAGO,  OCTOBER  6,  7,  AND  8,  1896. 
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OF 
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OF   THE 


STATE    OF    ILLINOIS, 


Free  and  AccEPTEb  Masons. 


M.W.  OWEN  SCOTT,  Grand  Master 
R.W.  J.  H.  C.  DILL,  Grand  Secretary 
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Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Illinois 

1896-T. 


M.W.  Owen  Scott Grand  Master Blooming-ton. 

R.W.  Edward  Cook Deputy  Grand  Master Chicago. 

R.W.  Chas.  F.  Hitchcock Senior  Grand  Warden Peoria. 

R.  W.  Geo.  M.  Moulton Junior  Grand  Warden Chicago. 

R.W.  Wiley  M.  Egan Grand  I'reasnrcr Chicago. 

R.W.  ,T.  H.  C.  Dill Grand  Secretari/ Bloomington. 

R.W.  H.  W.  Bolton,  D.D Grand  Chaplain Chicago. 

R.W.  and  Rgv.W.  H.MlLBURN.Crmnrf  Orator .Jacksonville. 

W.  G.  H.  B.  TOLLE Deputy  Grand  Secretary. . . Mattoon. 

W.  Cicero  J.  Lindley Grand  Pursuivant Greenville. 

W.  H.  C.  Clarke Grand  Marshal Kankakee. 

W.  Walter  Watson Grand  Standard  Bearer. .  .Barry. 

W.  R.  T.  Spencer .Grand  Sword  Bearer Illiopolis. 

W.  E.  C.  Pace Senior  Grand  Deacon Ashley. 

W.  C.  E.  Allen Junior  Grand  Deacon Galesburg. 

W.  W.  W.  Bruce Grand  Steward Casey. 

W.  Adam  Ortseifen Grand  Steward Chicago. 

W.  J.  S.  McClelland Grand  Steward Barry. 

W.  W.  H.  .Johnson Grand  Steward Carlinville. 

Bro.  Robert  R.  Stevens Grand  Tyler Chicago. 


PROCEIEIDINGS 


M^W*  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois 

FREE  AND  ACCEPTED  MASONS, 

AT  ITS  F'FTY-SEVENTH   GRAND   ANNUAL  COMIVIUNICATION. 


In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
and  By-laws  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Fifty-seventh  Annual  Grand 
Communication  was  held  at  Central  Music  Hall,  in  the  city 
of  Chicago,  commencing  on  Tuesday,  the  6th  day  of  Octo- 
ber. A.D.  1896,  A.L.  5896,  at  10  o'clock  a.  m. 

GEAND  OFFICERS  PEESENT. 

M.W.  Owen  Scott Grand  Master Blooming-ton. 

R.W.  Edward  Cook Deputy  Grand  Master Chicago. 

R.W.  Chas.  F.  Hitchcock ISenior  Grand  Warden Peoria. 

R.W.  Geo.  M.  Moulton Junior  Grand  Warden — Chicago. 

R.W.  Wiley  M.  Egan Grand  Treasurer Chicago. 

R.W.  J.  H.  C.  Dill Grand  Secretary Bloomington. 

R.W.  W.  H.  MiLBURN Grand  Chaplain Jacksonville. 

R.W.  A.  E.  Stevenson Grand  Orator Bloomington. 

W.  G.  H.  B.  TOLLE Deputy  Grand  Secretary.  .Mattoon. 

W.  Pleas.  T.  Chapman Grand  Pursuivant Vienna. 

W.  W.  O.  Butler Grand  Marshal La  Harpe. 

W.  Walter  Watson Grand  Standard  Bearer.. Mt.  Vernon. 

W.  Cicero  J.  Lindley Grand  Sword  Bearer Greenville. 

W.  E.  C.  Pace Senior  Grand  Deacon  ....  Ashley. 

W.  C.  E.  Allen Junior  Grand  Deacon. . .  .Galesburg. 

W.  John  Lingo Grand  Steward Peoria. 

W.  W.  W.  Bruce Grand  Steward Casey. 

W.  W.  W.  Watson Grand  Steward Barry. 

W.  A.  M.  Boring Grand  Steward Carlinville. 

Bro.  Robert  R.  Stevens  Grand  Tyler Chicago. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master  proceeded  to  open  the  M.W. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  ample  form. 

Introducing  the  Grand  Chaplain,  the  M.W.*  Grand 
Master  said: 

The  ways  of  the  Almighty  are  most  wondrous.  Sometimes  it  seems 
that  one  sense  is  destroyed  that  another  may  be  quickened.  We  have 
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here  today  one  who  has  been  in  physical  darkness  for  more  than  a  half 
century,  and  yet,  who  has  been  brought  to  Masonic  light  and  whose 
inner  self  has  been  gloriously  illumined  by  the  Father  of  all  light. 
Let  us,  brethren,  join  with  our  Grand  Chaplain,  Rev.  Bro.  W.  H.  Mil- 
burn,  in  an  address  to  the  throne  of  grace. 

PRAYER  BY  THE  ORAND  CHAPLAIN. 

O  Jehovahl  Thou  hast  been  our  dwelling  place  in  all  genera- 
tions, before  the  mountains  were  brought  forth  or  before  Thou  hadst 
formed  the  earth  and  the  world  and  heaven;  from  everlasting  to  ever- 
lasting Thou  art  God.  A  thousand  years  in  Thy  sight  are  but  as 
yesterday  when  it  is  passed  and  as  a  watch  in  the  night.  And  3'et  we 
adore  Thee.  As  our  fathers  and  the  past  ages  worshiped  and  served 
Thee  in  this  noble  fraternity  by  mighty  works  for  man's  use  and  service 
and  by  the  cultivation  of  the  spirit  of  charity  and  of  love,  so  through 
the  centuries  the  golden  chain  which  binds  man  to  man  and  unites 
him  to  Thee,  our  Father,  has  been  continued  and  preserved. 

And  now  we,  the  sons,  are  come  together  here  to  further  this 
same  noble  purpose,  to  cultivate  the  spirit  of  good  will,  peace,  and 
brotherly  kindness  and  charity  toward  one  another  and  all  the 
brethren  of  our  brotherhood.  Avherever  they  are  found  throughout  the 
world,  and  to  all  sons  of  Adam,  the  sons  of  the  living  God. 

Let  Thy  heavenly  benediction  be  upon  this  great  assembly,  upon 
this  body  of  noble  men  who  have  come  from  their  homes  and  their 
lodges  to  carry  forward  this  benign  trust  and  service.  Bless  Thy 
honored  servant,  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  his  brethren 
engaged  in  helping  him  in  conducting  the  Grand  Lodge.  Bless  every 
man,  the  venerable,  the  young,  and  may  we  all  possess  the  spirit  of 
the  living  God,  which  is  the  spirit  of  love  and  consideration  and 
tenderness  for  all  human  kind. 

Continue  Thy  favors  toward  us;  shine  upon  us  with  the  bright- 
ness of  Thy  kindness,  deliver  us  from  all  sordidness,  egotism,  selfish- 
ness, narrowness,  and  bitterness,  and  may  the  spirit  of  the  living  God 
distill  itself  into  every  heart  and  calm  the  utterances  of  our  tongues 
and  the  breathing  of  our  souls. 

The  Grand  Master  .introduced  the  Lexington  quar- 
tette, of  Chicago,  which  gave  several  delightful  selections, 
at  the  close  of  which  he  thanked  them  in  the  name  of  the 
Grand  Lodge. 

The  Grand  Secretar}^  announced  that  the  Committee 
on  Credentials  had  informed  him  that  a  constitutional  num- 
ber of  lodges  was  represented,  and  asked  for  the  committee 
further  time  to  complete  their  report,  which  was  granted. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  the  following  list  of  Com- 
mittees appointed  by  the  Grand  Master: 
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COMMITTEES. 

MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

DeWitt  C.  Creg-ier,  James  A.  Hawley,  Daniel  M.  Browning,  John  C. 
Smith,  John  M.  Pearson. 

APPEALS    AND  GRIEVANCES. 

Monroe  C.  Crawford,  Joseph  E.  Dyas,  William  S.  Cantrell,  George  W. 
Hill,  Eugene  L.  Stoker. 

CHARTERED   LODGES. 

Loyal  L.  Munn,  Frank  W.  Havill,  George  Stadler,  Thomas  W.  Wilson, 

James  L.  Scott. 

LODGES   UNDER   DISPENSATION. 

Charles  H.  Patton,  C.  J.  Renter,  Samuel  S.  Chance,  Daniel  J.  Avery, 
Henry  C.  Mitchell. 

CORRES  PON  DENCE. 

Joseph  Bobbins. 

MILEAGE   AND  PER   DIEM. 

John  A.  Ladd,  Wm.  B.  Wright,  Ed.  L.  Wahl. 

FINANCE. 

L.  A.  Goddard,  Gil.  W.  Barnard,  Samuel  W.  Waddle. 

GRAND  EXAMINERS. 

W.  B.  Grimes,  A.  B.  Ashley,  J.  E.  Evans,  J.  W.  Rose,  J.  R.  Ennis. 

CREDENTIALS. 

J.  I.  McClintock,  P.  W.  Barclay,  George  W.  Cyrus. 

PETITIONS. 

C.  M.  Forman,  T.  M.  Grossman,  A.  W.  Blakesley. 

OBITUARIES. 

Geo.  W.  Warvelle,  W.  P.  Beck,  J.  R.  Gorin. 

GRAND   MASTER'S   ADDRESS. 

W.  E.  Ginther,  H.  C.  Cleaveland,  L.  K.  Byers. 

RAILROADS. 

Wm.  Jenkins,  C.  H.  Morrell,  George  R.  Smith. 

Printed  copies  of  the  proceeding's  of  the  last  annual  com- 
munication being  in  the  hands  of  the  brethren,  reading"  of 
the  same  was  dispensed  with. 
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GRAND  MASTER'S  ADDRESS. 


Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

The  common  occurrences  of  todaj^  are  the  history  of  tomorrow. 
The  actors  in  the  great  drama  of  life  little  think  what  may  come  out 
of  apparently  insignificant  events.  The  great  deeds  of  the  past  were 
but  commonplaces  when  they  were  done.  The  past  year  has  been 
full  of  services  which  in  the  aggregate  constitute  one  year's  history 
of  Illinois  Freemasonr3-.  In  the  lodge  the  little  things  have  made 
records  that  in  time  to  come  will  be  reviewed  with  absorbing  interest. 
Our  Grand  Lodge  work  is  likewise  full  of  "thoughts, words,  and  deeds" 
which,  though  hidden  from  the  eyes  of  the  profane,  j^et  to  the  Craft 
constitute  its  history  for  one  wonderful  year.  Our  great  Fraternity 
but  poorly  understands  how  vitally  it  is  concerned  in  building  higher 
ideals  and  loftier  standards  of  manhood.  In  every  hamlet,  village, 
town,  and  city  of  our  great  commonwealth  the  Masonic  lodge  gives 
further  light  in  the  upward  path  of  life.  Absorbed  in  the  routine  of 
business  and  of  ritual  we  almost  forget  the  great  mission  and  work  of 
our  Craft.  Masons  are  builders  of  character.  Plans  and  specifica- 
tions of  noble  living  are  given  us  by  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the 
universe.  It  is  left  to  us  to  construct  the  edifice.  Longfellow  in 
these  immortal  lines  has  put  into  poesy  the  sublime  ideals  of  Ma- 
sonry: 

For  the  structure  which  we  raise. 

Time  is  with  materials  filled: 
Our  todays  and  j-esterdays 

Are  the  blocks  with  which  we  build. 

Let  us  do  our  work  as  well 

Both  the  unseen  and  the  seen. 
Make  the  house  where  gods  may  dwell 

Beautiful,  entire,  and  clean. 

From  daily  duties  and  the  inspiring  touch  of  the  Fraternity,  the 
thought  has  grown  that  Masonry  is  comprehensive  and  far-reaching. 
All  the  progress  of  the  fast-flying  centuries  has  not  out-stripped  and 
overran  it.  Its  great  teachings  are  ever  in  advance  of  each  succeed- 
ing and  more  wonderful  age.  Masonry  is  a  great  cable,  stretching 
across  the  ocean  of  time,  binding  the  fraternal  life  of  the  nineteenth 
century  to  the  realties  of  the  world's  morning.  All  the  great  social 
world  movements  of  the  past  are  but  the  rich  fruit  from  germs  of 
truth  garnered  by  our  Masonic  fathers.  The  implements  of  operative 
Masonry  are  rendered   sublime  and   glorious  in  their  symbolism  of 
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man's  duty  to  man  in  society.  They  stimulate  to  higher  thoughts 
and  nobler  ambitions.  The  jagged  corners  of  bitter  competition  and 
selfish  scramble  for  supremacy  are  broken  off  and  smoothed  down  by 
the  gavel  of  our  great  brotherhood.  Every  day's  duties  are  made 
plain  by  the  24-inch  gauge;  devotion  to  God  and  a  distressed  brother, 
faithfulness  to  our  usual  vocations,  and  the  blessings  of  rest  and  re- 
freshment being  its  powerful  lessons  to  all.  These  are  but  a  glimpse 
at  the  jewels  in  the  storehouse  of  Masonic  truth.  Time  forbids  their 
further  examination.  We  are  here  assembled  that  we» may  devise 
plans  to  burnish  and  beautify  them  during  the  coming  year  and 
render  an  account  of  how  they  have  been  cared  for  during  the  time 
since  last  we  assembled  in  Grand  Lodge.  Before  reviewing  the  work 
of  the  past  year  let  us  bow  reverently  over  the  bier  of 

THOSE   WHO   ARE   NOT. 

Horace  says  that  "In  the  capacious  urn  of  death  every  name  is 
shaken."  Turning  therefore  from  the  scenes  of  joy,  activity,  and 
life,  let  us  contemplate  the  departed.  Death  has  dealt  lightly  with 
our  great  family.  He  has  been  busy  in  other  jurisdictions,  but 
in  our  own  fair  state  his  icy  fingers  have  plucked  sparing]}^  of  our 
rich  fruitage.  A  few  fair  prairie  flowers  have  been  taken  to  be 
mingled  with  those  plucked  before  to  adorn  the  paradise  of  God. 

JOSEPH    HENRY    DIXON, 

For  many  years  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  Third  Masonic 
District,  died  at  his  home  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  May  7, 1896.  He  was 
born  in  England,  November  22,  1835.  Bro.  Dixon  was  an  enthusiastic? 
loyal,  industrious  Mason,  ever,  ready  to  perform  any  duty  of  the  Craft' 
and  will  be  seriously  mourned  by  a  host  of  friends.  A  ripe  sheaf  has 
been  garnered. 

EBENEZER  NEWTON  CAMPBELL, 

Deputy  Grand  Lecturer,  died  at  his  home  at  Good  Hope,  111.,  Decem- 
ber 31,  1895.  Nearly  the  entire  twenty  years  of  his  Masonic  life  were 
spent  in  active  service  for  the  lodge  of  which  he  was  a  member,  hav- 
ing filled  every  position  in  the  lodge.  Truly  a  good  man  and  an  earnest 
Mason  has  gone  to  eternal  refreshment  above. 

JOHN   C.  BAGBY, 

An  earnest  Mason  and  a  noble  man,  died  at  his  home  in  Rushville, 
111.,  April  4,  1896.  For  more  than  half  a  century  he  had  bowed  at  our 
altar,  and  had  ever  esteemed  it  an  honor  to  be  counted  a  humble 
Craftsman.  He  was  Grand  Standard  Bearer  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
•during  the  years  1882,  1883,  and  1884,  and  filled  other  important  XJOsi- 
tions  in  this  grand  body  at  various  times. 
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THOMAS   WHITE 
Was  born  at  Paisley,  Scotland,  January  8,  1825,  and  died  at  Quincy, 
where  he  had  long  resided,  April  (i,  1896.     He  filled  manj'  positions  in 
the  lodge  with  credit  to  the  Craft  and  honor  to  himself. 

PETER   DAGGY, 

For  a  long  time  secretary  of  Landmark  Lodge  and  its  W.M.  in  1878, 
died  ,liily  14,  LSiHi.     He  was  ever  zealous,  faithful,  and  true. 

ARCHELAUS   NEWTON   YANCEY 

Died  at  his  home  in  Carlinville,  September  18,  after  an  extended  ill- 
ness. Bro.  Yancy  was  well  known  in  this  body,  having  served  in  various 
capacities.     As  a  man  and  Mason  he  was  ever  true  and  faithful. 

FROM  OTHER  GRAND  JURISDICTIONS 
Information  comes  of  the  death  of  those  distinguished  for  their 
services  and  devotion  to  Masonry. 

Robert  F.  Russell,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Florida,  died  January 
17,  1896. 

Rev.  George  Washington  Dame,  for  thirty-two  consecutive  3'ears 
Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  died  December 
24,  1895. 

P.G.M.  Edward  B.  Rowe,  of  Connecticut,  died  at  Boston,  June  1, 
1896. 

P.G.M.  Michael  Nisbet  died  at  his  home  in  Philadelphia,  May  7, 
1896. 

M.W.  Bro.  John  Clark  Hazlett,  Grand  Master  of  Nevada,  died 
October  3,  1895. 

The  funeral  of  P.G.M.  John  E.  James,  of  Nevada,  took  place  April 
15,  1896. 

P.G.M.  Asa  H.  Battin  died  at  his  home  at  Steubenville,  Ohio.  June 
3,  1896. 

Michael  Shoemaker,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Michigan,  died  Novem- 
ber 10,  1895. 

Michigan  deplores  the  loss  of  another  Past  Grand  Master,  George 
Enoch  Dowling,  who  died  March  30,  1896. 

From  Kansas  comes  the  .announcement  of  the  death,  July  19,  of 
Owen  A.  Bassett,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Kansas. 

On  August  2,  Alexander  McGregor,  Grand  Tyler  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Michigan,  was  called  home. 
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September  8,  Bro.  Frederick  Kramer,  Past  Grand  Treasurer  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Arkansas,  died  at  Colorado  Springs. 

From  Prince  Edward  Island  comes  the  intelligence  that  on  August 
16,  1896,  R.  W.  Bro.  Benjamin  Wilson  Higgs,  Past  Grand  Secretary,  was 
called  from  labor  to  refreshment  above. 

THE   CHARITY   FUND. 

Harrison  Dills — At  the  last  session  of  the  Grand  I<odge  the 
recommendation  of  Grand  Master  Goddard  for  the  relief  of  M.W.  Bro. 
Harrison  Dills  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Charity.  The  com- 
mittee considered  the  needs  of  the  aged  brother,  and  instructed  the 
Grand  Secretary  to  issue  to  him  an  order  for  $20  per  month  during  the 
past  3^ear.  This  has  been  done,  and  I  recommend  that  this  be  con- 
tinued. 

Frank  C.  Cults— On  the  recommendation  of  the  Charity  Com- 
mittee, I  also  caused  to  be  issued  an  order  for  $45  to  pay  one-half  of 
the  funeral  expenses  of  Bro.  Frank  C.  Cults,  late  a  member  of 
National  Lodge  defunct,  Wiley  M.  Egan  Chapter,  R.  A.M.,  paying  the 
other  half.  When  the  charter  was  taken  from  National  Lodge  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  went  into  the  charity  fund  of  this  Grand  Lodge 
from  its  treasury.  It  was  thought  that  a  portion  of  this  might  prop- 
erly be  used  to  pay  funeral  expenses  of  one  who  was  a  member  when 
it  became  defunct. 

the  east   ST.    LOUIS   TORNADO. 

On  the  27 th  of  May,  East  St.  Louis  was  swept  by  a  cyclone  and 
many  lives  lost.  Fortunately  our  brethren  suffered  far  less  than 
might  have  been  expected.  W.  Bro.  E.  J.  Eggmann,  Master  of  East 
St.  Louis  Lodge  No.  504,  however,  felt  that  something  should  be  done 
to  assist  in  caring  for  the  many  afflicted  people. 

With  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  Charity,  I  forwarded 
$500  to  R.W.  Bro-  H.  T.  Burnap,  of  Upper  Alton,  and  requested  him 
to  go  to  East  St.  Louis,  and,  in  connection  with  W.  Bro.  Eggmann, 
turn  it  over  to  the  proper  authorities.  Information  was  also  given 
that  an  appeal  would  go  out  at  once  to  the  lodges  if  Masonry  or  hu- 
manity demanded  it.  No  appeal  has  been  deemed  necessary.  The 
following  is  the  letter  from  the  Tornado  Relief  Association  acknowl- 
edging receipt  of, the  money:  . 

East  St.  Louis,  111.,  .June  10,  1896. 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  A.F.  and  A.  M.,  Owen  Scott,  Bloomington,  III.: 

DEA31  Sir:— I  hereby  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  generous  con- 
tribution of  $500  for  the  relief  of  our  cyclone  sufferers. 

This  contribution  will  assist  materially  in  relieving  the  distress 
of  our  unfortunate  citizens,  whom  we  find  more  in  number  than  we 
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first  predicted.  Our  association  is  doinjf  ail  in  its  power  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  tlie  situation,  and  we  be<j  to  advise  you  that  we  have 
had  g-ood  success  in  our  vvoric  so  far.  Our  citizens  have  responded 
nobly,  and  with  the  outside  assistance  we  are  receivin<r,  we  hope  to 
assist  every  worthy  sufferer,  that  they  may  aj^^ain  support  themselves. 
With  assurances  of  our  appreciation  of  your  kindness,  I  remain 
Yours  truly,  H.  D.  Sexton, 

Financial  Secretary. 


LODGES   CONSTITUTED. 

Charters  were  delivered  to  the  following-  lodges,  and  the  same 
were  duly  constituted: 

Charity  Lodge  No.  838,  at  Seaton,  Mercer  county. 

Berwyn  Lodge  No.  839,  Berwyn,  Coolc  county. 

Alto  Pass  Lodge  No.  840,  Alto  Pass,  Union  county. 

Woodlawn  Park  Lodge  No.  841,  Woodlawn  Park,  Cook  county. 

Fides  Lodge  No.  842,  West  Pullman,  Cook  count3'. 

DUPLICATE  CHARTERS. 

The  charter  having  been  destroyed  in  the  cyclone,  a  duplicate 
charter  was  issued  to  East  St.  Louis  Lodge  No.  504,  June  22,  1896. 

Normal  Lodge  No.  673  having  lost  its  charter  by  fire  duplicate 
was  issued  to  them  pursuant  to  law. 

DEDICATION  OF   MASONIC   HALLS. 

On  October  16, 1  dedicated  the  beautiful  new  hall  and  temple  at 
Barry,  Pike  county.  R.W.  Bro.  Grimes  was  on  hand  and  indispensa- 
ble to  the  success  of  the  occasion.  There  were  present  a  large  num- 
ber of  Masons,  their  families  and  friends,  showing  that  Masonry 
flourishes  in  Pike  county. 

On  the  27th  day  of  November,  W.  Bro.  Louis  M.  Myers,  of  Spring- 
field, as  my  proxy,  dedicated  a  new  hall  at  Dawson,  Sangamon  county, 
for  Dawson  Lodge  No.  556.  A  good  time  is  reported  and  a  fine  ad- 
dress by  Rev.  Bro.  J.  T.  Orr. 

November  29, 1  dedicated  the  new  hall  of  Atwood  Lodge,  No.  651, 
at  Atwood.  R.W.  Bro.  Charles  F.  Tenney,  and  a  large  number  of  the 
brethren  of  Central  Illinois  participated.  The  day  was  one  of  great 
helpfulness  to  Masonry  in  that  section. 

The  elegant  Masonic  Home  of  Plainfield  Lodge  No.  536,  at  Plain- 
field,  was  dedicated  February  27,  1896,  with  appropriate  ceremony. 
R.W.  Bro.  John  B.  Fithian,  and  a  large  number  of  the  brethren  from 
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Joliet  and  other  neighboring  lodg'es  were  present  and  participated  in 
the  interesting  exercises. 

On  the  3d  day  of  June  I  dedicated  the  hall  of  Murphysboro  Lodge 
No.  498.  R.W.  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Hill  assisted  with  his  efficient  services. 
Many  brethren  from  surrounding  lodges  were  present.  The  hall  is 
one  of  the  most  comfortable,  commodious,  and  convenient  in  southern 
Illinois. 

On  June  18,  as  my  proxy,  R.W.  Bro.  D.  D.  Darrah  dedicated  the 
beautiful  Masonic  temple  at  Areola,  111.,  the  property  of  Areola 
Lodge  No.  36H.     Bro.  Darrah  made  an  able  address  on  this  occasion. 

It  was  with  pleasure  that  on  July  30  I  dedicated  the  new  Masonic 
building  recently  erected  by  Rantoul  Lodge  No.  470.  R.W.  Bros. 
Bruffet  and  Darrah  were  present  and  gave  valuable  assistance.  The 
interesting  occasion  was  closed  with  a  banquet.  Our  distinguished 
brother.  Judge  F.  M.  Wright,  of  CJrbana,  made  a  valuable  address  on 
^'Masonry."  Many  were  present  from  surrounding  lodges,  and  the  day 
was  one  of  great  profit  and  pleasure. 

CORNER   STONES. 

October  24,  1895,  as  my  proxy,  R.W.  Bro.  William  B.  Wright  laid 
the  corner  stone  of  the  court  house  of  Crawford  county  at  Robinson, 
111.  R.W.  Bro.  W.  E.  Ginther  was  present  and  rendered  valuable 
assistance.  The  address  of  R.W.  Bro.  Wright  is  reported  as  able  and 
eloquent. 

November  21, 1  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  Masonic  temple  at 
Paris,  111.  R.W.  Bros.  Joseph  E.  Dyas  and  Robert  L.  McKinla}^  gave 
efficient  aid. 

On  May  27,  the  corner  stone  of  the  Eastern  Illinois  State  Normal 
school  was  laid  at  Charleston.  Details  of  this  great  occasion  are 
given  elsewhere  in  the  proceedings. 

On  the  21st  day  of  July,  I  laid  the  corner  stone  of  the  new  library 
and  gymnasium  of  the  Southern  Illinois  State  Normal  School  at  Car- 
bondale.  Notwithstanding  the  almost  incessant  rains  for  da3's  pre- 
ceding, and  continuing  during  the  time  fixed  for  the  ceremonies,  a 
large  number  of  the  Craft  assembled  from  various  parts  of  southern 
Illinois  to  participate  in  the  ceremonies.  M.  W.  Bro.  Monroe  C.  Craw- 
ford, R.W.  Bro.  Edward  C.  Pace,  and  other  distinguished  Masons  were 
presen  .  and  gave  valuable  assistance.  The  arrangements  had  been 
admirably  made  and  the  thousands  of  citizens  present  evinced  the  ab- 
sorbing interest  j.n  which  the  cause  of  popular  education  is  held  in 
this  section  of  our  great  commonwealth. 
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LODGES  U.  D. 

Five  dispensationis  have  been  granted  for  new  lodges  as  follows: 

1 .  On  October  12, 1895,  to  seventy-two  brethren  for  lodge  at  Rogers 
Park,  Cook  county,  to  be  known  as  Park  Lodge.  On  October  17,  R.W. 
Bro.  M.  B.  lott  instituted  the  same. 

2.  To  fourteen  brethren  October  .'W,  1895,  to  form  lodge  at  Hope, 
Vermilion  count}',  to  be  known  as  Hopewell  Lodge.  On  December  21, 
1895,  W.  Bro.  J.  V.  Ludwig  as  my  proxy  instituted  the  same. 

3.  On  December  24,  1895,  to  nine  brethren  at  Martinton,  Iroquois 
county,  to  be  known  as  Martinton  Lodge.  Instituted  by  W.  Bro. 
Frank  P.  Martin  as  my  proxy  January  15,  1896. 

4.  March  3,  189(i,  to  eleven  brethren  at  Bluffs,  Scott  county,  to 
form  a  lodge  known  as  Bluffs  Lodge.  Instituted  by  R.W.  Bro.  A.  P. 
Grout,  D.D.G.M. 

5.  May  7,  1896,  to  twenty-three  brethren  at  Stronghurst,  Hender- 
son county,  to  be  knovs^n  as  Stronghurst  Lodge.  Instituted  by  R.W. 
Bro.  W.  O.  Butler  May  14,  1896. 

August  1,  I  issued  a  dispensation  to  sixteen  brethren  for  a  new 
lodge  at  London  Mills,  Fulton  county,  to  be  known  as  London  Lodge. 
Instituted  August  12,  1896,  by  R.W.  Bro.  J.  V.  Harris  assisted  by  R.W. 
Bros.  C.  E.  Allen  and  Emerson  Clark.  Being  instituted  since  July  1, 
this  lodge  cannot  receive  a  charter  at  this  session  but  must  remain 
U.  D.  until  the  session  of  1897. 

INSTALLATION  GRAND   OFFICERS. 

October  7, 1895,  at  Peoria,  R.W.  Bro.  C.  F.  Hitchcock, as  my  proxy, 
installed  W.  Bro.  John  Lingo  as  Grand  Stevv^ard. 

August  21,  M.W.  Bro.  J.  R.  Gorin  presented  his  resignation  as 
Grand  Chaplain.  With  full  appreciation  of  our  venerable  brother's 
services  and  sincere  regret  to  part  with  him  in  this  capacity,  I  ac- 
cepted his  resignation.  On  which  it  became  my  especial  privilege  and 
pleasure  to  appoint  our  distinguished  brother,  Rev.  Dr.  William  H. 
Milburn,  member  of  Jacksonville  Lodge  No.  570,  as  Grand  Chaplain. 
I  installed  him  since  coming  to  Chicago. 

DORMANT. 

But  one  lodge  has  become  dormant.  Bath  Lodge  No.  494  had 
ceased  to  hold  meetings  and  the  brethren  of  the  lodge  advised  that 
it  be  closed  up.  By  my  direction  R.W.  Bro.  Louis  Zinger  took  charge 
of  the  charter  and  books  of  said  lodge  and  sent  them  to  the  Grand 
Secretary.  He  also  disposed  of  the  furniture,  etc.,  and  paid  over  the 
proceeds,  S110.72,  to  the  Grand  Secretary.     I  recommend  that  the 
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charter  be  revoked,  and  the  name  and  number  be  stricken  from  the 
roll  of  lodges. 

REMOVAL,  OF  LODGES. 

Having  complied  fully  with  the  law,  the  following  lodges  were 
given  permission  to  remove  as  herein  shown: 

Bay  City  No.  771,  from  Bay  City  to  near  Hamletsburg. 

Lake  Creek  No.  729,  from  Lake  Creek  to  Johnston  City. 

La  Prairie  No.  267,  from  La  Prairie  to  Golden. 

Clement  No.  680,  from  Cleveland  to  Colona. 

LODGES   CONSOLIDATED. 

Upon  a  full  compliance  with  the  law  I  have  granted  new  charters 
to  the  following  consolidated  lodges  and  the  same  have  been  duly  con- 
stituted: 

Trinity  Lodge  No.  826,  at  Mound  City,  and  Villa  Ridge  No.  562,  at 
Villa  Ridge,  have  consolidated  and  become  Trinity  Lodge  No.  562,  at 
Mound  City. 

Knoxville  Lodge  No.  66,  at  Knoxville,  and  Pacific  Lodge  No.  400, 
at  Knoxville,  have  consolidated  and  become  Pacific  Lodge  No.  66,  at 
Knoxville. 

Mattoon  Lodge  No.  260,  at  Mattoon,  and  Circle  Lodge  No.  707,  at 
Mattoon,  have  consolidated  and  become  Mattoon  Lodge  No.  260,  at 
Mattoon. 

APPOINTMENT   OF   D.D.G.M. 

On  the  first  day  of  June,  1896,  R.W.  Brother  William  K.  Forsyth 
presented  his  resignation  as  D.D.G.M.  of  the  First  Masonic  District, 
and  on  June  5,  1896,  I  commissioned  R.W.  Bro.  W.  M.  Burbank  as  his 
successor. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  R.W.  Bro.  Joseph  H.  Dixon,  D.D.G.M.  for 
the  Third  Masonic  District,  I  appointed  R.W.  Bro.  M.  B.  lott  to  fill 
the  vacancy. 

GRAND  REPRESENTATIVES. 

It  was  with  pleasure  that  I  recommended  M.W.  Bro.  John  M. 
Pearson  to  represent  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  near  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Illinois.  I  also  appointed  William  Beilby  to  represent  this 
Grand  Lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand. 

Also,  on  July  14,  1896,  I  appointed  Harry  Passmore  as  our  repre- 
sentative near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales,  in  place  of 
Rev.  Wm.  S.  Frackelton,  resigned. 
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Pursuant  to  the  action  of  this  body,  I  informed  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  Zealand  of  her  recognition  as  an  independent  and  sovereign 
Grand  Lodge,  and  with  much  pleasure  recommended  M.W.  Bro.  John 
M.  Pearson  to  represent  that  Grand  Lodge  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Illinois. 


DEPUTY  GRAND  LECTURERS. 


James  Douglas,  Chester. 
Charles  F.  Tenney,  Bement. 
George  A.  Stadler,  Decatur. 
John  E.  Morton,  Perry. 
W.  O.  Butler,  La  Harpe. 
Wm.  E.  Ginther,  Charleston. 
Charles  Reifsnider,  Chicago. 
G.  H.  B.  Tolle,  Mattoon. 
T.  H.  Humphrey,  Du  Quoin. 
Frank  Barker,  Rochelle. 

C.  Rohrbough.  Kinmundy. 

D.  E.  Bruffett,  Urbana. 

G.  O.  Friedrick,  Chillicothe. 
C.  W.  Carroll,  Blandinsville. 
Henry  Werno,  Chicago. 
Sylvester  Thompson,  Galva. 
H.  S.  Hurd,  Chicago. 
Calvin  B.  Burt,  Chicago. 
L.  J.  Forth,  Mt.  Vernon. 
I.  Harr}^  Todd,  East  St.  Louis. 
Charles  S.  DeHart,  Carthage. 
O.  F.  Kirkpatrick,  Blandinsville. 
J.  J.  Crowder,  Peoria. 

C.  E.  Grove,  Mt.  Carroll. 
Joseph  V.  Harris,  Canton. 
H.  T.  Burnap,  Upper  Alton. 

D.  B.  Hutchinson,  .Jacksonville. 
•Chester  E.  Allen,  Galesburg. 
H.  C.  Yetter,  Galesburg. 
Frank  M.  Sherman,  Oak  Park. 
Delmar  D.  Darrah,  Bloomington. 
Hugh  A.  Snell.  Litchfield. 


J.  W.  Quillen,  Ipava. 
H.  S.  Albin,  Chicago. 
J.  E.  Wheat,  Maywood. 
T.  M.  Jeffords,  Vermont. 
Arthur  G.  Goodridge,  Irving  Park. 
George  A.  Martin,  Brownstown. 
W.  F.  Sinclair,  Upper  Alton. 
I.  M.  Schoemann,  McLeansboro. 
E.  N.  Campbell,  Good  Hope. 
George  A.  Lackens,  Good  Hope. 
L.  C.  Waters,  Chicago. 
.Jas.  Dinsmore  Templeton, Decatur. 
Wm.  V.  Lambe,  Naperville. 
Thos.  W.  Wilson,  Riverton. 
Wm.  B.  Carlock,  Bloomington. 
Wm.  K.  Bowling.  Virden. 
John  Gilbert  Seitz,  Upper  Alton. 
Geo.  S.  Fuhr,  Blandinsville. 
Cornelius  M.   Erwin,   Bowensburg. 
Wm.  J.  Frisbie,  Bushnell. 
Emerson  Clark,  Farmington. 
W.  M.  Burbank,  Chicago. 
John  B.  Kelley,  East  St.  Louis. 
George  Gibson  Goudy,  Enfield. 
Walter  Buchanan,  Bridgeport. 
John  F.  Clayton,  Glen  Arm. 
Rollin  R.  Strickler,  Galesburg. 
James  M.  Willard,  Decatur. 
William  H.  Stevens,  Steelville. 
William  H.  Lathrop,  Newton. 
Richard  F.  Morrow,  Virden. 
A.  H.  Story,  Norris  City. 
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SPECIAL   DISPENSATIONS. 


LODGE.                                NO.  FEE. 

St.  Paul's 500  *2  00 

Berwyn 839  2  00 

Columbian 819  2  00 

Calhoun 792  2  00 

Toulon 93  2  00 

Locust (523  2  00 

Chenoa 292  2  00 

Erie 067  2  00 

Tracy 810  2  00 

Russellville 348  2  00 

Fellowship 89  2  00 

San  Jose 645  2  00 

Sycamore 134  2  00 

Warsaw 257  2  00 

Dunlap 321  2  00 

Jeffersonville 460  2  00 

Good  Hope 617  2  00 

Henry 119  2  00 

Aledo 252  2  00 

Buckley 634  5  00 

Mt.  Nebo 76  5  00 

May 718  2  00 

Bromwell 451  2  00 

Miners 273  5  00 

Star  in  the  East 166  2  00 

Lockport 538  5  00 

Wheaton 269  2  00 

Oxford 367  2  00 


LODGE.  NO. 

Bodley 1 

E.  F.  W.  Ellis   633 

Livingston 371 

Springfield 4 

Temperance 16 

Blair 393 

Vesper 584 

Vesper 584 

Germania 182 

Jerusalem  Temple...  90 

Dundee 190 

Accordia 277 

Mithra 410 

Lounsbury 751 

Meridian 183 

Sparland 441 

Logan 210 

Waldeck 674 

Ftichard  Cole 697 

Clement 680 

Ben  Hur 818 

Raven 303 


$115  00 
Dispensations  for  6  new 
lodges 600 

Total $715  00 


FEE. 

»2 

00 

o 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

o 

00 

5  00 

o 

00 

o 

00 

■> 

00 

0 

00 

o 

00 

•:) 

00 

o 

00 

o 

00 

f> 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

o 

00 

9 

i^ 

00 

•1 

00 

o 

00 

2 

00 

The  foregoing  sums  were  paid  to  the  Grand  Secretary  from  time 
to  time  as  received. 

REPORTS  OF   D.D.  GRAND  MASTERS. 

A  more  complete  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  Craft  can  be 
obtained  by  reference  to  the  excellent  reports  of  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters  to  be  published  in  the  proceedings. 


PROCEEDINGS  TO  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

At  the  suggestion  of  R.W.  Bro.  Egan,  and  in  recognition  of  the 
many  courtesies  shown  this  Grand  Lodge  by  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the 
city  of  Chicago,  I  directed  the  Grand  Secretary  to  forward  to  the  sec- 
retary of  that  body  a  complete  set  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Lodge.  In  response  to  this  I  append  the  following  letter  of  acknowl- 
edgment: 

Board  of  Trade  of  the  City  of  Chicago,     } 
Secretary's  Office,  Jan.  18,  1896.         S 
Mr.  J.  H.  C.  Dill,  Grand  Secretary,  Grand  Lrxlge  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 

Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Bloomington,  Illinois: 

My  Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  am  in  receipt,  this  morning,  of 
your  highly  esteemed  favor  of  the  17th  instant,  advising  me  that  you 
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have  sent  by  express  to  my  address  a  full  set  of  the  publications  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  at  the  very  thoughtful  suggestion  of  our 
highly  esteemed  and  mutual  friend  and  brother,  Capt.  Wile}'  M.  Egan, 
for  the  library  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Chicago. 

The  volumes  were  promptly  received  and  without  dela}^  were 
placed  in  the  Board  of  Trade  librarj-,  upon  a  shelf  that  is  dedicated 
to  the  use  of  the  publications  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  state  of  Illi- 
nois Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  these  volumes  will  be  treasured  by  this  com- 
mercial organization  as  among  the  most  valued  works  contained  in 
its  archives.  I  am  sure  that  they  will  be  valued  by  the  members  of 
this  board  and  b}'  that  large  Fraternity  embraced  within  the  four 
corners  of  the  globe,  representing  the  principles  of  the  order  of  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  principles  recognized  as  among  the  most  vital 
,  and  essential  that  have  ever  been  known  and  practiced  among  men, 
and  which  have  contributed,  perhaps,  as  much  as  the  principles  of 
any  organization,  fraternity,  or  association  to  the  development  of  the 
highest  qualities  of  manhood  and  womanhood  in  private  and  in  public 
life.     I  am  Fraternally  yours. 

George  F.  Stone, 

Secretary. 

discipline. 
Formal  complaint  of  gross  immoralit}-  was  made  to  me  against 
the  worshipful  master  of  Kichmond  Lodge  No.  143.  I  investigated 
the  case  in  person  and  found  the  charges  fully  sustained.  I  deposed 
him  from  office,  placed  the  lodge  in  charge  of  the  S.W.,  and  sus- 
pended him  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  until  this 
session  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  Papers  and  documentary  evidence  are 
submitted  herewith. 

SIGWALT   lodge. 

Complaint  was  made  to  m}'  predecessor  against  the  TV.M.  of  Sig- 
walt  Lodge  No.  813,  and  a  committee  consisting  of  R.W.  Bros.  Daniel 
J.  Averj^  Wm.  K.  Forsyth,  and  Joseph  H.  Dixon  was  appointed.  Only 
a  partial  investigation  had  been  made  prior  to  the  last  session  of  this 
Grand  Lodge.  I  re-appointed  this  committee  with  P.G.M.  Goddard  as 
chairman.  The  investigation  was  completed  and  the  committee 
recommended  that  a  commission  be  provided  under  Article  2,  Section 
11,  part  third, iGrand  Lodge  By-laws.  Accord.ngly  Inamed  ISl.W.  Bro. 
D.  C.  Cregier  and  R.  W.  Bros.  Charles  Reifsnider  and  M.  B.  lott  as 
such  commission.  Under  the  evidence  taken  and  the  report  made  I 
found  it  necessar}-  to  arrest  the  charter  of  the  lod^ge  and  place  upon 
trial  for  unmasonic  conduct  certain  brethren  of  Sigwalt  Lodge.  The 
trial  by  my  order  was  had  in  Ben  Hur  Lodge  No.  818,  it  being  located 


1896.]  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois.  23 

nearest  to  Sigwalt  Lodg"e.  These  brethren  were  tried,  found  guilty, 
and  two  expelled  and  one  indefinitely  suspended.  The  papers  per- 
taining to  the  arrest  of  charter  of  said  lodge  will  accompany  this 
report  to  your  committee. 

FRAUDULENT   BOOKS. 

It  .came  to  my  knowledge  that  certain  brethren  were  being  de- 
ceived by  the  representations  of  publishers  of  books  and  documents 
purporting  to  contain  the  standard  secret  work  of  this  jurisdiction. 
In  two  of  the  lodges  charges  were  preferred  against  certain  brethren 
for  disseminating  these  fraudulent  publications.  The  charges  were 
sustained,  the  brethren  both  found  guilty,  and  regularly  suspended. 
On  which  I  felt  that  the  attention  of  the  Craft  should  again  be  called 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  book,  key,  or  document  containing  the 
secret  or  esoteric  work  of  this  grand  jurisdiction.  •!,  therefore,  issued 
the  following: 

From  the  East  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  } 
State  of  Illinois,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  'i 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Grand  Master  that 
books  and  publications  represented  as  containing  the  secret,  unwrit- 
ten, or  esoteric  work  and  ritual  of  Freemasonrj^,  but  which  are  neces- 
sarily false  in  their  assumptions  and  designed  to  deceive  those  not 
well  informed  as  to  their  duties  and  obligations,  are  being  sold  and 
circulated  among  the  ^raf  t  by  impostors  and  mercenary  publishers, 
and, 

Whereas,  Any  and  all  such  pretended  rituals  are  false  and  fraud- 
ulent and  are  issued  in  violation  of  fundamental  Masonic  law,  and 

Whereas,  On  the  3d  day  of  May,  A.D  1880,  A.L.  5880,  M.W.  Bro. 
Theodore  T.  Gurney,  then  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Illinois,  did  is- 
sue his  edict,  which  is  in  part  as  follows: 

"That  any  member  or  members  of  lodges  within  this  grand  juris- 
diction or  any  sojourning  or  unaffiliated  Masons,  who  shall  vend  or  in 
any  manner  distribute  any  printed  publication  or  manuscript  repre- 
senting it  or  them,  directly  or  indirectly,  as  the  rituals  of  Masonrj^, 
shall  be  promptly  arraigned,  and  if  found  guilty,  shall  receive  the 
most  severe  penalty  known  to  our  laws.  And  it  is  further  ordered 
that  any  member  of  a  lodge,  or  any  sojourner  or  unaffiliated  Mason, 
as  aforesaid,  who  shall  be  found  in  possession  of  any  such  publication 
or  manuscript  in  any  lodge  hall  of  this  jurisdiction  or  in  any  ante- 
room or  other  apartments  thereunto  appertaining  and  after  the  pro- 
mulgation of  this  edict,  shall,  upon  conviction  be  adjudged  as  guilty 
of  a  violation  thereof  and  shall  be  punished  as  heretofore  directed. 

"And  it  is  further  ordered,  that  masters,  officers,  or  members  of 
lodges,  who  shall  employ  said  publications  or  manuscript  as  of  au- 
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thority  in  the  work  or  other  exercises  of  our  lodges,  shall,  upon  con- 
viction for  such  otfense,  be  expelled  from  the  Fraternity." 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master  of  Masons  in  Illinois, 
by  virtue  of  the  authoritj-  in  me  vested,  do  promulgate  this  edict, 
hereby  re-affirming-  the  foregoing  and  declaring  that  all  persons  so 
offending  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  penalties  above  described. 

To  the  end  that  this  edict  may  be  promptly  enforced  it  is'ordered 
that  officers  and  members  of  all  our  lodges  shall  report  all  violations 
of  this  character  to  the  Grand  Master. 

It  is  further  and  particularly  enjoined  upon  all  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters,  Grand  Lecturers,  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  and  other 
officers  of  this  Grand  Lodge  to  see  that  the  foregoing  is  properly  re- 
spected and  all  violations  reported. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  this  edict  be  read  in  full  in  open  lodge 
at  a  stated  meeting,  of  which  each  resident  member  shall  have  due 
notice. 

It  is  further  ordered  that  this  edict  be  entered  in  full  upon  the 
records  of  each  lodge  as  a  part  of  the  proceedings  of  said  lodge  at  the 
meeting  at  which  it  is  read. 

Given  under  m}'  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  this 
10th  day  of  April,  A.D.  1896,  A.L.  5896. 

Owen  Scott, 
Attest:  "  Grand  Master. 

J.  H.  C.  Dill,  Grand  Secretary. 

VISITATIONS   AND   CONCLAVES. 

During  the  3'ear  I  have  made  it  a  point  to  visit  as  many  lodges  as 
possible.  I  have  been  received  with  uniform  kindness,  and  have  been 
shown  the  respect  and  courtesies  due  the  position  of  Grand  Master. 
At  these  meetings  it  has  been  my  endeavor  to  set  out  in  clearer  lines 
the  aim  and  scope  of  Masonr}-,  to  inspire  loftier  ambitions  to  manly 
character,  to  induce  a  more  thorough  and  intelligent  conception  of 
the  several  degrees,  and  to  lead  lodges  and  members  to  conform  more 
strictly  to  the  laws,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  Craft. 

At  this  point  it  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  commend  a  feature  of 
work  that,  happilj^  is  growing  more  in  favor.  It  is  the  custom  of 
some  lodges  to  hold  what  they  term  "conclaves."  A  whole  day  and 
evening  are  given  to  work.  Lodges  are  invited  for  many  miles  around. 
The  lodge  sending  the  invitation  will  have  the  first,  second,  and  third 
degrees,  and  invite  a  neighboring  lodge  to  do  the  work  in  one  degree 
and  another  in  another.  Some  have  three  or  four  candidates  for  the 
third,  and  divide  up  in  this.  In  the  evening  there  is  a  grand  Masonic 
rally,  attended   by  hundreds.     Such  meetings  during  the  past  year 
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have  had  from  three  to  four  hundred  Masons  present,  and  in  some 
cases  as  many  as  thirty  lodges  have  been  represented,  almost  rivaling' 
the  interest  and  value  of  our  superb  schools.  The  good  of  such  gath- 
erings is  inestimable.  It  brings  the  brethren  closer  together  and 
stimulates  them  to  better  work  and  higher  standards.  Such  meet- 
ings have  been  held  at  Peoria,  Galesburg,  Chillicothe,  Upper  Alton, 
Monticello,  Litchfield,  Somonauk,  Carlinville,  Waukegan,  Champaign, 
and  Urbana.  Masonry  has  been  thrilled  and  renewed  in  these  local- 
ities. I  most  heartily  commend  this  to  alL  lodges  having  room  and 
facilities  for  doing  this  kind  of  work.  Space  will  not  permit  the 
enumeration  of  the  various  visits  I  have  made,  and  words  would  fail 
me  to  express  adequately  my  gratitude  to  the  brethren  for  the  many 
kindnesses  shown  on  these  occasions. 

MASONIC  SCHOOLS. 

There  is  no  abatement  in  zeal  and  interest  in  the  schools  held  at 
five  places  in  the  state  for  instruction  in  the  standard  work  of  our 
jurisdiction.  It  was  my  privilege  to  be  present  at  all  of  these  schools 
and  witness  the  magnificent  spirit,  the  earnest  devotion,  and  thor- 
ough loyalty  to  Masonry  displayed  by  the  hundreds  of  Craftsmen  who 
assembled  at  each  place.  These  schools  are  the  power  house  which 
generates  the  electric  currents  of  Fraternit}',  permeating  the  Craft 
to  the  uttermost  parts  of  our  great  commonwealth.  In  addition  to 
the  excellent  work  of  the  Board  of  Grand  Examiners  in  the  esoteric 
work  of  Freemasonry,  the  Grand  Master  at  each  place  availed  him- 
self of  the  opportunity  of  holding  a  council  with  the  worshipful  mas- 
ters and  other  representatives  of  lodges  present.  The  various  details 
of  lodge  management,  the  laws,  rules,  and  regulations  of  Masonry, 
and  many  matters  of  general  interest  were  discussed,  to  the  profit 
and  enlightenment  of  all.  There  is,  therefore,  a  threefold  benefit  to 
be  derived  from  these  schools,  viz.:  a  greater  perfection  in  the  stand- 
ard work,  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  law  and  usage,  and  the 
development  of  a  burning  enthusiasm  for  Ancient  Craft  Masonry. 
Much  of  the  success  of  our  great  institution  in  Illinois  is  the  result 
of  the  wise  provision  this  Grand  Lodge  has  made  "for  thorough  in- 
struction in  the  work  and  lectures  already  established." 

DISTRICT   MEETINGS. 

What  are  the  duties  of  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters?  This 
question  has  frequently  been  asked,  and  never  satisfactorily  an- 
swered. Usually  they  send  out  a  formal  notice  to  lodges,  and  then 
nothing  further  seems  necessary  unless  the  lodges  call  upon  them  to 
install  officers  or  be  present  at  some  social  function.  The  Grand 
Master  occasionally  asks  them  to  attend  to  some  executive  matter 
demanding  attention  in  their  respective  districts.  This  is  all  well, 
— c 


26  Proceecli)if/fi  of  the  [Oct.  6, 

so  far  as  it  goes.  That  it  does  not  go  far  enough  is  the  general  feel- 
ing of  those  who  come  into  touch  with  the  details  of  lodge  manage- 
ment and  business.  Lodges  need  greater  supervision  in  many  matters 
of  detail.  So  long  as  no  provision  is  made  for  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  deputy  by  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  law  does  not  actu- 
ally require  him  to  visit  all  his  lodges,  he  does  not  do  so.  The  lodges 
that  need  his  visit  and  inspection  most  are  the  least  likely  to  call  on 
him.  The  result  is  that  the  lodges  most  needing  supervision  never 
get  it.  Under  present  plans,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  prob- 
ability of  better  supervision.  It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that  a  sum 
be  set  apart  by  the  Grand  Lodge  for  expenses  of  deputies  in  holding 
meetings  in  their  several  districts  for  conference  with  masters,  ward- 
ens, and  secretaries  of  lodges.  A  careful  estimate  has  been  made, 
and  it  is  believed  that  a  total  sum  of  $300  will  pay  the  expenses  of 
deputies  for  holding  one  such  meeting  in  every  Masonic  district  in 
the  state.  Our  system  of  schools  has  done  much  for  perfection  in 
work.  Now  attention  seems  to  be  needed  in  the  greater  efficiency 
and  accuracy  in  the  business  of  the  lodges.  I,  therefore,  recommend 
that  a  sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars  be  appropriated  by 
the  Grand  Lodge,  to  be  used  under  the  direction  of  the  Grand  Master 
in  holding  district  meetings  of  lodge  officers  with  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters. 

LIFE   MEMBERSHIP. 

Many  difficulties  during  the  past  year  have  grown  out  of  pro- 
visions for  life  memberships.  While  young  the  lodge  suffers  little, 
but  as  it  grows  older  confusion  and  embarrassment  multiply.  There 
are  two'  methods  in  vogue.  One  is  by  paying  a  lump  sum  in  advance. 
This  plan  is  least  objectionable  but  it  has  its  serious  complications. 
The  lodge  uses  the  money  thus  paid,  thereby  mortgaging  the  future. 
Later  financial  complications  arise  and  these  life  members  are  exempt 
from  all  dues.  Grand  Lodge  dues  must  be  paid  by  the  lodge.  The 
life  member  as  he  pays  nothing  is  a  positive  load  to  carry  for  grand 
lodge  dues  must  be  paid  on  him.  Faith  must  be  kept  with  these  life 
members.  The  contract  was  made  and  cannot  be  broken  without 
their  consent.  The  law  can  be  repealed  and  further  complications 
avoided  but  the  existing  status  must  be  maintained.  The  by-laws 
cannot  be  so  changed  as  to  make  them  subject  to  dues.  The  other 
way  is  still  worse.  It  provides  that  the  lodge  by  vote  may  make  life 
members  of  all  who  have  each  year  paid  their  dues  for  a  fixed  term 
of  years.  When  one  member  is  placed  on  the  roll  and  exempted  from 
dues  all  others  are  equally  entitled  to  the  same  consideration  when 
they  finish  the  specified  period.  Practically  all  must  be  made  life 
members.  Gradually  there  grows  up  a  favored  class.  Such  a  sys- 
tem has  proven  not  only  useless,  but  positively  harmful.  There  is 
little  justice  in  it.    Often  those  most  able  to  pay  are  thus  exempted 
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from  all  expenses  of  the  lodge.  The  poorer  brethren  are  paying  for 
lights,  fuel,  rent,  and  other  necessities  enjoyed  by  the  wealthier. 
What  credit  is  a  member  entitled  to  who  pays  his  annual  dues'?  He 
simply  has  borne  his  equal  share  of  maintaining  the  lodge,  the  privi- 
leges of  which  he  has  enjoyed.  He  paid  for  what  he  got.  If  he  pays 
annually  for  twenty  or  fifty  years  he  simply  does  his  duty  each  year. 
Who  can  object  to  paying  on  an  average  less  than  a  cent  a  day  to 
maintain  Masonry  in  the  community  in  which  he  lives?  No  one  who 
is  a  Mason  at  heart.  Our  provisions  for  honorary  membership  ap- 
ply only  to  members  of  other  lodges.  No  one  can  be  made  an  honorary 
member  of  his  own  lodge.  Life  membership  and  exemption  from  dues, 
based  on  the  payment  annually  of  no  greater  sum  than  that  required 
of  every  other  member,  is  practically  doing  by  indirection  what  by 
our  law  can  not  be  done  directly.  It  creates  a  privileged  class  and 
makes  resentment  among  those  who  are  paying  the  expenses.  The 
class  of  life  members  who  have  done  nothing  more  than  pay  their  reg- 
ular lodge  dues  have  no  contract  rights.  The  by-law  can  be  repealed 
and  the  members  put  on  the  paying  list  from  the  date  of  the  change. 
Of  course  back  dues  could  not  be  collected.  On  the  whole,  it  seems, 
from  present  experience,  far  wiser  to  abolish  all  provisions  for  life 
membership  involving  exemption  from  paying  an  eqvial  share  in  the 
burdens  of  lodge  and  grand  lodge.  Brethren  able  to  pay  cannot  com. 
plain.  If  there  are  those  too  poor  they  should  have  their  dues 
promptly  and  cheerfully  remitted. 

QUESTIONS  OF  LAW  AND  USAGE. 

Multitudes  of  questions  have  been  submitted  involving  the  con- 
struction of  our  law.  It  is  impossible,  as  well  as  wholly  useless,  to 
report  most  of  them.  Ninety-nine  percent  could  have  been  answered 
by  reading  the  Grand  Lodge  By-laws.  Brethren  should  take  the 
"Blue  Book"  as  the  man  of  their  counsel,  and  when  it  speaks  believe 
that  it  is  correct  and  that  it  means  what  it  says.  Doing  this  will 
save  much  useless  labor  to  lodges  and  Grand  Master.  Growing  out  of 
the  numerous  inquiries,  I  have  thought  it  important  to  submit  for 
3'our  consideration  the  following 

DECISIONS. 

1.  A  committee  appointed  by  a  lodge  to  take  evidence  in  a  trial 
cannot  quash  or  modify  the  charge  and  specifications.  Neither  can 
the  committee  try  the  case  and  report  its  conclusions. 

2.  An  objection  to  the  initiation  of  a  candidate,  who  is  in  every 
way  eligible,  must  be  made  before  the  lodge  begins  to  confer  the 
degree.  It  comes  too  late  after  any  part  ,of  the  work  within  the 
lodire  has  been  done. 
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3.  When  a  lodge  ceases  to  exist,  its  rejected  material  can  petition 
any  lodge  having  territorial  or  concurrent  jurisdiction,  as  provided  in 
sec.  1,  art.  15.  Personal  jurisdiction  belongs  to  the  lodge  and  ceases 
when  it  becomes  defunct. 

4.  No  lodge  can  amend  its  by-laws  b}-  less  than  a  two-thirds  vote. 

5.  In  electing  officers  a  lodge  cannot  instruct  the  secretar}'  or  any 
other  brother  to  cast  the  vote  of  the  lodge  for  a  brother,  although  he 
may  be  the  only  one  placed  in  nomination.  The  brethren  have  the 
power  to  vote  for  and  elect  one  not  in  nomination  at  all.  There  must 
be  a  ballot  for  each  elective  office,  at  which  each  member  present 
shall  have  the  opportunity  to  vote. 

6.  There  is  no  authority  for  granting  a  dispensation  to  permit  a 
lodge  to  hold  its  annual  meeting  and  elect  officers  before  the  time 
fixed  in  its  by-laws. 

7.  The  question  has  been  frequently  asked  whether  a  man  who  is 
constantly  traveling  and  has  no  fixed  residence  can  petition  a  lodge 
for  the  degrees  in  Masonry.  He  cannot.  He  must,  under  section  2, 
article  XII,  Part  Two,  Grand  Lodge  By-laws,  have  a  legal  residence 
in  the  state  one  year  and  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge  six  months. 
A  man  who  has  no  fixed  abode  or  legal  residence  cannot  petition  any 
lodge  in  Illinois. 

CONCLUSION. 

I  have  herein  but  epitomized  the  more  important  matters  which 
have  come  to  my  attention  during  the  past  3'ear.  There  is  such  a 
volume  of  business  coming  up  from  the  lodges  and  brethren  that  it  is 
impossible  to  give  it  in  full.  Much  of  this  has  been  merest  routine. 
While  there  have  been  here  and  there  a  few  eruptions  on  the  fair 
face  of  the  Fraternity,  3^et,  as  is  shown  by  the  reports  of  the  District 
Deputy  Grand  Masters,  "peace  and  harmony"  have  been  almost  uni 
versal. 

Notwithstanding  the  business  depression  which  has  weighed  down 
our  great  commonwealth  during  the  past  year,  there  has  been  a  net 
gain  of  almost  2,000  members.  The  great  zeal  and  fidelity  of  the  Craft 
behind  our  prosperity  and  growth,  is  marked  and  emphatic.  On  every 
hand  there  have  been  positive  proofs  of  devotion  to  Masonry.  If, 
during  my  term  now  about  to  close,  there  has  been  any  degree  of  suc- 
cess, I  desire  distinctly  to  attribute  it  to  the  royal  brotherhood  who 
with  great  loyalty  and  love  have  held  up  my  hands  "until  the  going 
down  of  the  sun." 

In  closing  this  brief  summary  of  official  duties  allow  me  to  express 
to  my  earnest  and  devoted  associates  in  office,  and  to  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  Craft,  my  deepest  gratitude  for  the  many  favors  and 
courtesies  enjoyed  at  your  hands.  OWEN  SCOTT, 

Grand  Master. 
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M.W.  Bro.  Jerome  R.  Gorin  moved  that  the  Grand  Mas- 
ter's address  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Grand  Mas- 
ter's Address,  which  was  carried. 

EEPORT  OF  THE  GEAND  TREASUEEE. 

The  Grand  Treasurer  submitted  the  following  report, 
together  with  his  books  and  vouchers,  which,  on  motion, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance: 

Wiley  M.  Egan,  Grand  Treasurer, 

In  account  with  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &  A.  Masons- 

1895.  Dr. 

Oct.        1,  To  credit  balances  as  per  last  report — 

1,        General  Fund $41,928  91 

1,        Charity  Fund 1,318  26 

$43,247  17 
Oct.      31,  To  Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  General  Fund $       98  00 

31,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  Charity  Fund 14  80 

Nov.     30,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  Charity  Fund 14  00 

30,  Amount  received  from   Grand  Secre- 

tary, account  General  Fund 212  45 

Dec.      31,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  General  Fund 120  00 

31,  Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 

tary, account  Charity  Fund 17  30 

1896. 
Jan.        7,       Dividend   on  A.  A.  Glenn's   life   insur- 
ance policy 42  75 

15,       Int.  on  City  of  Chicago  4  %  bonds,  6  m        810  00 
31,       Amount  received  from   Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  General  Fund 51  80 

31,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  Charity  Fund. ......  32  55 

Feb.      29,       Amount  received  from  Grand   Secre- 
tary, account  Charity  Fund 32  58 

29,       Amount  received  from  Grand   Secre- 
tary, account  General  Fund t       33  75 

March  31,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  Charity  Fund 131  32 

31,       Amount  received  from  Grand   Secre- 
tary, accotmt  General  Fund 462  50 
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April    30,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  General  Fund $       13  75 

30,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  Charity  Fund 27  30 

May      30,       Amount  received  from  Grand   Secre- 

tar}',  account  Charity  Fund 18  55 

30,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  General  Fund Ill  25 

June     30,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  General  Fund 21  50 

30,  Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 

tary, account  Charity  Fund 15  55 

July      20,       Int.  on  City  of  Chicago  4%  bonds,  6  m     1,000  00 

31,  Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 

tary, accound  General  Fund 25,052  00 

31,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  Charity  Fund 19  05 

Aug.     31,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  Charity  Fund 5  00 

31,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  General  Fund 11,336  00 

Sept.    30,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  General  Fund 2,729  00 

30,       Amount  received  from  Grand  Secre- 
tary, account  Charity  Fund 9  00 

842,431  75 


Received  from  Grand  Secretary  dur- 
ing the  year,  account  General  Fund. $40,242  00 

Received  for  interest  during  the  year, 

account  General  Fund 1,810  00 

Received   from   other  sources  during 

the  5'ear,  account  General  Fund.    ..         42  75 

Total  amount  received  during  the 

year,  account  General  Fund $42,094  75 

Received  from  Grand  Secretarj^  dur- 
ing the  year,  account  Charity  Fund        337  00 


Total  amount  rec'd  during  the  year  $42,431  75 


$85,678  92 


1896.  Credit. 

Feb.     11,  By  amount  paid  for  7  $1,000,  and  4  $500 

City  of  Chicago 4%  bonds®  $1.02.$  9,180  00 
11,         Amount  paid  for  accrued  interest  on 

said  bonds 40  44 

13,         Amount  paid  for  1  $500  City  of  Chi- 
cago 4%  bond  @  $1.04 520  00 
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13,        Amount  paid  for  accrued  interest  on 

said  bonds $  2  35 

Total  amount  paid  for  bonds  and  in- 
terest on  same $  9,742  79 

Oct.        3,  By  mileage  and  per  diem  paid  officers 
and  committees  since  last  report, 

as  per  orders  returned $  2,801  20 

3,  Mileage  and  per  diem  paid  represen- 
tatives since  last  report,  as  per 
orders  returned 15,720  90 


Total  mileage  and  per  diem  paid. . . .  $18,622  10 

3,  By  amount  paid  out  for  charity  since 
last  report,  as  per  orders  num- 
bered 303,  324.  325,  349,  362,  .369. 
377,  389,  390,  398,  405,  and  411,  can- 
celed and  returned  herewith    . . .  785  00 

3,  By  miscellaneous  items  paid  since  last 
report,  as  per  orders  No.  279  to 
419,  both  inclusive,  except  the 
orders  enumerated  above  as 
charged  to  Charity  Funds  and 
No.  414  not  yet  presented 11,309  43 

Total  amount  paid  out  during  the  year  $40,359  32 

3,  By  balance  on  hand  in  cash  to  credit  of 

General  Fund $44,449  34 

3,  By  balance  on  hand  in  cash  to  credit  of 

Charity  Fund 870  26  • 

Total  credit  balance 45,319  60 


$85,678  92 

In  addition  to  the  cash  balance  reported  above  to  credit  of  the 
General  Fund  the  Grand  Lodge  has  City  of  Chicago  4%  bonds  to  the 
amount  of  $50,000  par  value. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

WILEY  M.  EG  AN, 

Grand  Treasurer. 
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EEPOET  OF  THE  GRAND  SEOEETAEY. 

The  Grand  Secretary  submitted  the  following:  report, 
also  cash  book  and  ledger,  and  asked  that  they  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  which  on  motion  was  so  referred: 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

In  accordance  with  the  by-laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  herewith 
submit  my  annual  report  as  Grand  Secretarj^: 

ORDERS   DRAWN. 

Orders  have  been  drawn  on  the  Grand  Treasurer  at  and  since  the 
last  Annual  Communication  for  the  following  amounts,  to-wit: 

For  mileage  and  per  diem  of  Officers,  Representatives,  and 

Committees  in  attendance  at  last  communication  $18,515  50 

To  Joseph  Robbins,  Committee  on  Correspondence 300  00 

To  R.  R.  Stevens,  as  Grand  Tyler 100  00 

To  G.  H.  B.  Tolle,  as  Deputy  Grand  Secretary 25  00 

To  Z.  T.  Griffin,  stenographer 50  00 

To  John  C.  Smith,  rent  Central  Music  Hall 500  00 

To  R.  R.  Stevens,  Grand  Tyler,  for  expenses  Grand  Lodge  . .  105  37 

To  John  A.  Ladd,  railroad  guide  and  map 2  25 

To  Ole  Amondson,  janitor 25  00 

To  expense  laying"  corner  stone  Northern  Illinois  State  Nor- 
mal School 301  20 

To  E.  A.  Titcomb,  per  diem  for  ISO-l 6  00 

To  L.  A.  Goddard,  expenses  Grand  Master's  office 25  00 

To  laying  corner  stone  at  Robinson 1  35 

To  laying  corner  stone  at  Paris 10  40 

To  expenses  rearranging  Grand  Lodge  by-laws 50  00 

To  expenses  printing  and  binding  Grand  Lodge  by-laws 412  00 

To  Union  Printing  Co.,  printing  circulars  ....    10  75 

To  laying  corner  stone   of   Eastern  Illinois  State    Normal 

School 10  06 

To  Pantagraph  Printing  and  Stationer}^  Company,  printing 

Proceedings,  etc 1,385  69 

To  expenses  of  Finance  Committee 60  20 

To  laying  corner  stone  of  Normal  School  building  at  Carbon- 
dale  16  05 

To  Griffin  Bros.,  services  in  case  of  Sigwalt  Lodge 48  20 

To  expenses  dedicating  Masonic  Halls 29  55 

To  Wm.  Jenkins,  services  on  Railroad  Committee 52  98 
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To  Panta,!^raph  Printing-  and  Stationery  Company,  printing- 
Correspondence,  Grand  Master's  address,  and  Grand  Sec- 
retary's report,  etc 387  62 

To  United  States  Express  Co 200  86 

To  American  Express  Co $  326  60 

To  J.  H.  C.  Dill,  postag-e 227  00 

To  A.  C.  McClurg-,  stationery  for  Grand  Lodge.* 2  20 

To  Pantagraph  Printing-  and  Stationery  Company,  for  bind- 
ing and  stamping  Proceedings 455  12 

To  Wiley  M.  Egan,  meetings  Printing  Committee 10  00 

To  Theodore  W.  Baird,  filling  Charters,  etc 29  45 

To  Wiley  M.  Egan,  box  rent  in  safety  vault 5  00 

To  Pantagraph  Printing  and  Stationery  Company,  printing 

annual  returns 83  85 

To  Pantagraph  Printing  and  Stationery  Company,  for  en- 
velopes, letter  heads,  cards,  circulars,  etc 350  45 

tTo  .1.  H.  C.  Dill,  expenses  Chicago 18  15 

To  John  M.  Pearson,  taxes  on  Missouri  land 30  00 

To  Grand  Examiner's  School  at  Jacksonville 183  90 

To  Grand  Examiner's  School  at  Dixon 221  40 

To  Grand  Examiner's  School  at  Pana 178  20 

To  Grand  Examiner's  School  at  DuQuoin 206  45 

To  Grand  Examiner's  School  at  Danville 193  90 

To  expenses  Grand  Master's  office 291  96 

To  incidentals.  Grand  Secretary's  office 5  82 

To  Harrison  Dills,  charity 240  00 

To  Owen  Scott,  salary  as  Grand  Master 1,500  00 

To  Wiley  M.  Egan,  salary  as  Grand  Treasurer  . ." 400  00 

To  J.  H.  C.  Dill,  salary  as  Grand  Secretary 2,500  00 


Total $30,090  48 

I  herewith  submit  an  itemized  account  of  all  moneys  received  by 
me  as  Grand  Secretary  during  the  past  year. 
All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

J.  H.  C.  DILL, 

Grand  Secretary. 


34 


Proceedings  of  the 


[Oct.  6, 


GRAND  SEORETAEY'S  ACCOUNT. 
J.  H.  C.  Dill,  Grand  Secretary,  in  account  iciUt 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &  A.  Masons,  Dr. 

TO  LODGE  DUES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 


Bodley 

Equality 

Harmony 

Springfield  . . . 
Friendship   . 

Macon , 

Rushville 

St.  Johns 

Warren 

Peoria 

Temperance 

Macomb 

Clinton 

Hancock 

Cass 

St.  Clair 

Franklin 

Hiram 

Piasa  

Pekin  

Mt.  Vernon. . 

Oriental 

Barry 

Charleston  . . 
Kavanaugh  . 
Monmouth  . . 
Olive  Branch 

Herman 

Occidental. . . 
Mt.  Joliet.... 
Bloomington 

Hardin 

Griggsville  . . 

Tern  pie 

Caledonia  . . . 

Unity 

Cambridge  . . 
CarroUton. . . 
Mt.  Moriah. . 
Benevolent. . 

Jackson 

Washington. 

Trio 

Fraternal  . .. 
New  Boston  . 

Belvidere 

Lacon 

St.  Marks.... 

Benton 

Euclid 

Pacific 

Acacia  

Eureka 

Central  

Chester 

Rockton  

Roscoe  

Mt.  Nebo  . . . . 

Prairie 

Waukegan  . . 


$l-:3  75 
16  .oO 

11:.'  50 
99  00 

255  00 
54  75 

51  75 
33  00 

185  25 
45  00 

106  50 
76  50 
69  75 
69  75 
86  25 

52  50 
23  25 
74  25 
33  75 
67  50 

238  50 
69  00 
61  50 
22  50 

72  00 
181  50 

45  00 

117  75 

155  25 

119  25 

63  00 

39  75 

240  75 

13  50 

39  75 

37  50 

73  50 
63  75 
22  50 
84  00 

53  25 
126  00 

71  25 
48  75 
103  50 
48  75 
52  50 
69  00 
63  75 
56  25 
58  50 
39  75 
39  75 
33  75 
30  00 
36  00 
66  75 
149  25 
134  25 


Scott 

Whitehall 

Vitruvius 

DeWitt 

Mitchell 

Kaskaskia 

Mt.  Pulaski 

Havana 

Fellowship 

Jerusalem  Temple 

Metropolis 

Stewart  

Toulon  

Perrv  

Samuel  H.  Davis.. 

Excelsior  

Taylor 

Edwardsville 

Astoria 

Rockford  

Magnolia 

Lewistown  .   : 

Winchester    : 

Lancaster 

Versailles 

Trenton  

Lebanon 

Jonesboro  

Bureau 

Robert  Burns 

Marcelline 

Rising  Sun 

Vermont 

Elgin 

Waverly 

Henry  

Mound 

Oquawka   

Cedar  

Greenup  

Empire 

Antioch 

Raleigh  

Greenfield 

Marion 

Golconda   

Mackinaw 

Marshall 

Svcamore 

Lima 

Hutsonville 

Polk 

Marengo 

Geneva 

Olnev    

Garden  City 

Ames 

Richmond    

DeKalb   

A.  W.  Rawson 


79 
80 
81 
84 
85 
86 
87 


99 
100 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
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LODGE  DUES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. — Continued. 


LODGES. 

NO. 

DUES. 

LODGES. 

NO. 

DDES. 

146 
147 
148 
149 
1.50 
151 
152 
1.53 
154 
155 
156 
1.57 
158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
164 
165 
166 
168 
169 
170 
171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 
179 
180 
182 
183 
185 
187 
188 
189 
190 
192 
193 
194 
195 
196 
197 
199 
200 
201 
203 
204 
205 
206 
207 
208 
209 
210 
211 
212 
213 
214 
216 
217 
218 
219 
220 
221 
222 

$  23  25 
49  50 

61  50 
46  50 
44  25 

39  75 
25  50 
37  50 
37  50 

111  00 

62  25 
115  50 

21  75 
84  00 
155  25 
44  25 
41  25 

58  50 
36  00 

145  50 

36  75 
33  00 
78  00 
48  75 

37  50 

35  25 
43  50 

165  00 
56  25 

37  50 
66  00 
25  50 
18  75 

173  25 

38  25 
43  50 
27  00 
61  50 

40  50 

60  75 
66  00 
15  00 

39  00 
120  00 

36  75 

40  50 

59  25 
18  75 
81  75 
24  75 

48  00 
36  00 

51  00 
21  00 

61  50 
215  25 

83  25 
305  25 

21  75 

52  50 

22  50 

49  50 
27  75 
39  75 

50  25 
31  50 
39  00 
64  50 

Pana 

Columbus 

Lovington     

226 
227 
228 
229 
230 
231 
232' 
233 
234 
235 
236 
237 
238 
239 
240 
241 
243 
244 
245 
246 
247 
248 
249 
250 
251 
252 
253 
254 
255 
257 
260 
261 
262 
263 
264 
265 
266 
267 
268 
269 
270 

~l^ 

273 

274 
275 

Claj'ton 

$  19  50 
49  50 

Effins;liain   .          

Manchester 

New  Haven        

24  00 

21  75 

Bunker  Hill            ... 

Wvanet 

24  ;5 

Fidelity                   

Farmers                 . . 

15  00 

Clav..." 

Blandinsville 

76  50 

63  00 

Dallas  City 

38  25 

59  25 

Cairo                     

69  75 

McHenrj- 

Black  Hawk     

48  00 

Mt.  Carmel 

73  00 

108  00 

78  75 

Hope   

Galva 

Horicon 

Greenville 

El  Paso. 

61  50 

Edward  Dobbins 

Atlanta 

51  75 
51  75 

Star  in  the  East    

29  25 

Golden  Gate         

39  75 

Hibbard                

31  50 

41  25 

Wayne  

Cherry  Valley 

Hey  worth 

43  50 

58  50 

Avon  Harmonv            

29  25 

Matteson     .   .        

Aurora  

151  50 

Mendota 

Staunton 

Donnelson 

Warsaw 

Mattoon  .                        

32  25 
60  75 
147  00 

Wabash 

Amon    

36  00 

Channahon 

23  25 

Germania 

83  35 

Abinedon 

Franklin  Grove 

Vermilion 

Kingston 

24  75 
34  50 
34  50 

Cyrus 

La  Prairie 

Paris 

30  75 

98  25 

Dundee .    "             

Wheaton                       

42  75 

Herrick 

Levi  Lusk 

23  25 

Blanev 

126  75 

Freedom       

Carmi.                     

57  00 

LaHarpe 

Miners 

Byron 

54  75 

Louisville 

27  00 

King  Solomon's 

Homer  

Milton 

46  50 

Elizabeth 

276 

278 
279 
280 
282 
283 
285 
286 
287 
288 
291 
292 
293 
294 
295 
296 
297 
298 
299 
301 
302 

24  00 

Sheba  ■    

Accordia  

49  50 

75  00 

Lavely 

Neoga                            

35  25 

Flora  

Kansas 

Brooklyn   

Meteor         .         . .        

24  75 

Corinthian 

27  75 

Fairfield 

63  00 

Tamaroa 

Catlin 

60  00 

Wm.  B.  Warren 

Plymouth                      

39  75 

De  Soto.               

43  ,50 

Lincoln  ...              

Genoa  

Wataga.                        

44  25 

Cleveland 

21  00 

Chenoa 

Prophetstown      

60  75 

Ipava 

.57  75 

60  00 

Newton 

Dills                       .   . 

10  50 

Mason 

Quincy 

Benjamin 

Wauconda  .          

79  50 

New  Salem 

61  50 

24  75 

Mahomet 

Mechanicsburg 

Hinckley  

Durand   

21  00 
27  00 

Geo.  "Washington 

28  50 
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LODGE  DUES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1S9().— Continued. 


■Raven  

Onarga  

W.  C.  Hobbs 

T.  J.  Pickett 

Ashlar   

Harvard 

Dearborn 

Kilwinning 

Ionic 

York   

Palatine   

Erwin  

Abraham  Jonas. . 
J.  L.  Anderson. . , 

Doric  

Creston   

Dunlap 

Windsor   

Orient 

Harrisburg 

Industry 

Altona 

Mt.  Erie 

Tuscola  

Tyrian  

Sumner 

Schiller 

New  Columbia. .. 

Oneida 

Saline 

Kedron  

Full  Moon 

Summerfleld  

Wenona 

Milledgeville 

N.  D.  Morse 

Sidney   

Russellville 

Sublette   

Fairview 

Tarbolton 

Groveland 

Kinderhook 

Ark  and  Anchor  , 

Marine 

Hermitage 

Orion 

Blackberry 

Princeville   

Douglas 

Noble 

Horeb 

Tonica 

Bement 

Areola 

Oxford 

Jefferson 

Newman  

Livingston 

Chambersburg. . 

Shabbona 

Aroma 

Pa3^son 

Liberty , 

Gill  

LaMoille  

Waltham 

Mississippi 


303 
30.5 
306 
307 
308 
309 
310 
311 
313 
313 
314 
315 
316 
318 
319 
.320 
321 
322 
323 
325 
327 
330 
331 
332 
333 
334 
335 
336 
337 
339 
340 
.341 
342 
344 
345 
346 
347 
348 
349 
350 
351 
352 
353 
354 
355 
356 
358 
359 
360 
361 
362 
363 
364 
365 
366 
367 
368 
369 
371 
373 
374 
378 
379 
380 
.382 
383 
384 
385 


$  31  50 

42  00 
41  25 

45  75 
195  75 

78  00 
393  75 
309  75 
126  75 

26  25 

46  50 
22  50 
15  75 

47  25 
118  50 

43  .50 
63  75 
46  50 
24  75 
75  75 
38  25 
37  50 


68  25 
102  75 
72  75 
82  50 
37  50 

42  00 
18  00 
22  50 
45  75 
12  75 
30  75 

43  50 
12  00 
35  25 

16  50 

17  25 

43  50 
66  00 
17  25 
21  75 

44  25 
27  00 
57  00 
16  50 
42  00 
33  75 
24  75 


54  75 
45  00 
49  50 
81  00 
33  75 
22  50 
51  75 
45  75 
18  75 

24  75 
9  75 

47  25 

25  50 
18  00 
15  75 
37  50 
84  75 


Bridgeport   

El  Dara 

Kankakee   

Ashmore 

Tolono    

Oconee 

Blair  

Jersey  ville 

Muddy  Point. .. 

Shiloh 

Kinmundy 

Buda 

Odell 

Kishwaukee 

Mason  City 

Batavia 

Ramsey 

Bethalto 

Stratton  

Thos.  J.  Turner 

Mithra 

Hesperia 

Bollen 

Evening  Star  . . 

Lawn  Ridge 

Paxton 

Marseilles 

Freeburg 

Reynoldsburg.. 

Oregon  

Washburn 

Landmark 

Lanark 

Exeter 

Scottville 

Red  Bud 

Sunbeam  

Chebanse 

Kendrick 

Summit 

Murra3"ville. .. 

Annawan 

Makanda 

Philo 

Chicago  

Camargo 

Sparland 

Casey 

Hampshire 

Cave-in-Rock   . 

Chesterfield 

Watseka 

S.  D.  Monroe... 

Yates  City 

Mendon  ' 

Loami 

Bromwell 

New  Hartford. . 

Maroa 

Irving 

Nokomis 

Moscow 

Blazing  Star  . . . 
Jeffersonville  . . 

Plainview 

Tremont 

Palmyra  

Denver  


386 
388 
389 
390 
391 
392 
393 
394 
396 
397 
398 
399 
401 
402 
403 
404 
405 
406 
408 
409 
410 
411 
412 
414 
415 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 
422 
423 
424 
426 
427 
428 
429 
430 
431 
432 
433 
434 
436 
437 
440 
441 
442 
443 
444 
445 
446 
447 
448 
449 
450 
451 
453 
454 
455 
456 
457 
458 
460 
461 
462 
463 
464 
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LODGE  DUES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. — Continued. 


LODGES. 

NO. 

DUES. 

LODGES. 

NO. 

DUES. 

465 
466 
467 
468 
469 
470 
471 
472 
473 
474 
475 
476 
477 
478 
479 
481 
482 
484 
485 
486 
487 
488 
489 
490 
491 
492 
493 
495 
496 
497 
498 
500 
501 
502 
503 
504 
505 
506 
508 
509 
510 
511 
512 
514 
516 
517 
518 
519 
520 
521 
522 
523 
524 
525 
526 
527 
528 
529 
530 
531 
532 
533 
534 
535 
536 
537 
538 
539 

$  18  00 

40  50 
60  00 
31  50 
57  75 
39  00 
39  75 

57  00 
12  00 

18  00 

12  00 

23  25 
21  75 

285  75 

53  25 
44  25 

29  25 

24  00 

19  50 

41  25 

25  50 
44  25 

30  00 
24  00 
18  00 
55  50 

41  25 
51  00 

21  00 

22  50 

81  00 

54  75 
21  75 
27  00 
21  00 
84  00 
29  25 
36  75 

267  75 
24  00 

18  75 
21  00 

82  50 
29  25 

19  50 
34  50 

29  25 

30  00 
36  00 
36  75 

162  75 

30  75 

259  50 

13  50 
513  00 

53  25 
30  75 

36  75 

30  00 

27  00 

31  50 

14  25 
66  00 

37  50 
73  50 

42  00 

58  50 

28  50 

Harlem 

Sigel             

540 
.541 
542 
543 
544 
547 
548 
550 
552 
554 
555 
556 
557 
558 
559 
560 
562 
564 
565 
566 
567 
569 
570 
572 
573 
574 
575 
576 
577 
578 
,579 
580 
581 
582 
583 
584 
585 
587 
588 
590 
591 
592 
595 
600 
601 
602 
603 
6W 
607 
608 
609 
610 
611 
612 
613 
614 
616 
617 
618 
619 
620 
622 
623 
627 
630 
631 
632 
633 

$216  00 

16  50 

Towanda 

Cordova  

24  00 

Cheney's  Grove 

15  75 
37  50 

Valley 

38  25 

Kendall                 

34  50 

43  50 

Gordon 

Long  Point 

17  25 
71  25 

Walshville 

Humboldt 

Dawson 

45  00 

39  00 

Rutland              

75  00 

Pleiades 

Leland 

Thomson .   ." 

27  00 
25  50 

21  00 

Lexing^ton 

Trinity 

36  75 
18  75 

Xenia        .           

Pleasant  Hill    

22  50 

37  50 

29  25 

Clay  City 

Time 

15  75 

Cooper                     

80  25 

Shannon      

Bardolph         .        

27  00 

Gardner 

42  00 

Libert}'ville        

26  25 

42  75 

Stone  Fort  .                

O'Pallon 

Viola 

Prairie  City 

Elbridge 

21  75 

30  00 

Alma                      

18  75 

20  25 

St.  Paul 

HazelDell 

23  25 

24  00 

Woodhull  

Shirley 

Highland 

28  50 
27  75 

East  St.  Louis 

Vesper 

Fisher 

Princeton       

119  25 

Meridian  Sun        

24  75 

O.  H.  Miner 

78  00 

Home 

Troy 

26  25 

Parkersburg        

Fairmount 

Gilman 

36  75 

J.  D.  Moody 

20  25 

Clintonville 

15  00 

Miles  Hart 

Bradford  

57  00 

Andalusia        

Laclede 

Watson 

Clark  

32  25 

Litchfield 

Abraham  Lincoln 

27  00 
33  75 

Roseville 

Hebron  

Streator 

Piper  

Sheldon 

36  00 

Anna 

113  25 

39  75 

Monitor 

39  00 

Chatham 

Evans 

Union  Park 

226  50 
331  50 

Delia 

Rock  River 

Patoka         .   . 

111  75 

40  .50 

Rossville 

Forest 

Wadley 

Milan 

Basco 

Berwick 

42  75 
24  00 

Adams 

44  25 

Maquon 

20  25 

Ashton 

10  .50 

Seneca 

Altamont 

New  Hope 

18  75 
33  75 

20  25 

Sherman 

Plainlield 

Union 

Tuscan  

20  25 
30  00 

J.  R.  Gorin 

37  50 

Chatsworth 

Ridge  Farm 

E.  F.  W.  Ellis 

54  00 
66  75 
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Buckley 

Rochester 

Peotone  

Keystone 

Comet 

Apollo 

D.  C.  Cregier 

Oblong  City 

San  .lose 

Somonauk 

Blueville 

Camden 

Atwood 

Greenview 

Yorktown 

Mozart 

Lafayette 

Rock  Island 

Lambert  

Grand  Chain 

South  Park 

Phffinix 

Mayo 

Greenland  

Crawford  

Erie 

Burnt  Prairie 

Herder  

Fillmore 

Eddyville 

Normal 

Waldeck 

Pawnee 

A.  O.  Fay 

Enfield 

Illinois  City 

Clement 

Morrisonville 

Blue  Mound 

Burnside 

Galatia 

Rio 

Garfield 

Orangeville  

Clifton 

Englewood 

lola 

Raymond 

Herrin's  Prairie. 

Shiloh  Hill 

Belle  Rive 

Richard  Cole 

Hutton 

Pleasant  Plains  . 

Temple  Hill 

Alexandria 

Braidwood 

Ewing 

Joppa 

Star 

Farmer  City 

Providence 

Collinsville 

Johnsonville 

Newtown 

Elvaston 

Calumet 

Arcana , 


(534 

635 

636 

639 

641 

642 

643 

644 

645 

646 

647 

648 

651 

653 

655 

656 

657 

658 

659 

660 

663 

663 

664 

665 

666 

667 

668 

669 

670 

672 

673 

674 

675 

676 

677 

679 

680 

681 

682 

683 

684 

685 

686 

687 


691 
692 
693 
695 
696 
697 
698 
700 
701 
702 
704 
705 
706 
709 
710 
711 
712 
713 
714 
715 
716 
717 


I  18  00 
22  50 
30  75 

171  00 
28  50 

231  75 

205  50 

20  25 

22  50 
49  50 
30  75 
33  75 
44  25 
33  00 
24  75 
46  50 

15  00 

73  50 
94  50 

21  75 

74  25 

23  25 

22  50 

18  00 
12  75 
27  75 
22  50 

iir  00 

53  25 
27  00 
42  75 

102  00 

44  25 

45  75 
38  25 
12  00 

24  75 
24  75 

54  00 

55  50 

16  50 
49  50 

325  50 

33  00 

19  50 
325  50 

9  75 

34  50 

33  25 
21  75 

18  00 
199  50 

51  00 

17  25 

20  25 
42  00 

104  25 
15  00 

19  50 
71  35 
48  75 

54  75 

34  50 
34  50 

55  50 

18  00 
96  75 

194  ;i5 


May 

Chapel  Hill 

Rome 

Walnut 

Omaha  

Chandlerville  — 

Rankin 

Golden  Rule 

Raritan 

Waterman 

Lake  Creek 

Eldorado 

Harbor 

Carman 

Gibson 

Morning  Star  — 

Sheridan 

Arrowsmith 

Saunemin 

Lakeside 

New  Holland..   .. 

Danvers 

Scottland 

Goode 

Winnebago 

Weldon 

Centennial 

Alta 

Akin 

Lyndon 

Lound.sbury 

Allendale 

Ogden 

Pre-emption  — 

Hardinsville 

Verona  

Mystic  Star 

Hickory  Hill  .... 

Sibley 

Van  Meter 

Crete 

Sullivan 

Palace 

Littleton 

Triluminar 

Mizpah 

St.  Elmo 

LaGrange 

Bay  City 

New  Burnside... 

Mansfield 

Lake  View 

Grand  Crossing. 

Ravenswood  

Gurney 

Wright's  Grove. 

Siloam  

Colchester 

Potomac 

Constantia 

Beacon  Light  . . . 

Stanford 

Riverton  Union. 

Morris 

I^erna 

Auburn  Park  . . . 

Pittsfleld 

Broadlands 


718 

719 

731 

722 

723 

724 

725 

736 

737 

738 

729 

730 

731 

732 

733 

734 

7X5 

737 

738 

739 

741 

743 

743 

744 

745 

746 

747 

748 

749 

750 

751 

753 

754 

755 

756 

757 

758 

759 

761 

762 

763 

764 

765 

766 

767 

768 

769 

770 

771 

772 

773 

776 

777 
778 
779 
780 
781 
782 
783 
784 
785 


789 
790 
791 


i  23  50 

34  50 
15  00 

37  50 

23  25 

24  00 
43  50 

250  50 

38  25 

26  25 
17  25 

35  25 
146  25 

27  75 
60  00 

153  75 

38  25 
14  25 
37  50 

145  50 
12  75 
22  50 
9  75 
21  00 
12  00 
33  75 

33  00 

39  00 
27  00 
21  75 

34  50 
14  25 
51  75 
49  50 
12  75 
37  00 

163  00 
30  00 


24  00 

36  00 

54  00 

147  00 

21  75 

86  25 

260  25 

32  25 

89  25 

18  00 

22  50 

33  25 

142  50 

57  00 

131  25 

27  75 

94  50 

141  00 

47  25 

27  75 

58  50 

39  25 

14  25 

41  25 

37  50 

22  50 

105  00 

51  00 

35  50 
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LODGE  DUES  FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. — Continued. 


LODGES. 

NO. 

DUES. 

LODGES. 

NO. 

DUES. 

Calhoun         

792 
793 
794 
795 
796 
797 
798 
799 
800 
801 
802 
803 
804 
805 
806 
807 
808 
809 
810 
811 
812 
814 
815 
816 
817 

$  39  00 
27  75 
17  25 
56  25 
47  25 

165  00 
30  00 
33  00 

112  50 
2f  75 
23  25 

26  25 
60  00 
49  50 

27  00 
15  00 

11  25 
25  50 
35  25 

12  00 
12  75 
20  25 
63  00 
25  50 
32  25 

Ben  Hur 

Columbia 

Henderson       ...        

818 
819 
820 
821 
822 
823 
824 
825 
826 
827 
829 
830 
831 
832 
833 
834 
835 
836 
837 
838 
839 
840 
841 
842 

$  69  75 

A.  T.  Darrah 

69  00 

Tadmor 

31  50 

Myrtle 

New  Canton 

Belknap 

28  50 

E.  M.  Husted 

21  00 

Pearl 

33  75 

Sidell : 

Grove 

38  25 

Colfax 

Kenwood 

Sangamon 

Arthur 

Mazon 

Sequoit 

18  75 
29  25 
27  75 

17  25 

Neponset  

Rockport 

Findlay 

21  75 

Kensington 

S.  M.  Dalzell 

21  00 
44  25 

Nebo 

Dean 

23  25 

Royal 

Toledo 

26  25 

Cornland 

Triple 

Windsor  Park 

Hindsboro 

Charity 

23  25 

Giimam 

Tracv  

47  25 
26  25 

Melvin 

24  00 

36  00 

Ohio 

Alto  Pass 

Woodlawn  Park.        

18  75 

Lawn              

57  00 

Fides 

28  50 

DUES   PRECEDING   YEARS. 


Equality 

Harmony 

Washington.. .. 

Trio 

New  Boston 

Rockford 

Lewistown 

Bureau 

Meridian 

Hey  worth 

Mattoon 

Kingston 

Pontiac 

Hinckley 

York 

Abraham  Jonas 

Harrisburg 

Schiller 

Full  Moon  


3 

55 
57 
59 
102 
104 
112 
183 
251 
260 
266 
294 
301 
313 
316 
325 
335 
34] 


$  16 
12 


Russellville  . . 

Noble 

Horeb 

Shabbona..  .. 

Amity 

Andalusia 

Ashton 

Long  Point. . . 
Frankford. . . . 

Pera 

Capron 

Comet 

Rock  Island  . . 

Lambert 

Morrisonville 
Lawn 


348 
362 
363 
374 
472 
516 
531 
552 
567 
574 
575 
641 
658 
659 
681 
815 


1  50 
32  25 
3  00 


1  50 


1 

50 

75 

2 

25 

75 

4 

50 

V,T 

$111 

75 
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DUES   FROM   LODGES   U.  D. 

September  1.  1896.  Park  Lodge $30  75 

Hopewell  Lodge 7  50 

Martinton  Lodge 5  25 

Bluffs  Lodge 3  75 

Stronghurst  Lodge '. 4.50 

Total $  51  75 


DISPENSATION    FEES. 

Park  Lodge.  U.  D $  100  00 

Hope^vell  Lodge,  U.  D   100  00 

Martinton  Lodge,  U.  D 100  00 

Bluffs  Lodge.  U.  D 100  00 

Stronghurst  Lodge.  U.  D ■ 100  00 

London  Lodge,  U.  D 100  00 

Total $  600  00 


RECAPITULATION. 

Dues  collected  previous  to  1894 $        18  75 

Dues  collected  for  1894 II  25 

Dues  collected  for  1895 81  75 

Dues  collected  for  1896 38,883  75 

Dues  collected  from  Lodges  U.  D 51  75 

Special  Dispensations  bv Grand  Master —  107  00 

Dispensations  for  Lodges  U.  D 600  00 

Grand  Lodge  By-laws  sold 37  00 

Books  of  Ceremonials  sold 25  50 

Grand  Lodge  proceedings  sold 6  75 

Fee  of  P.  H.  McClellan  returned  by  Wau- 

bansia  Lodge 55  00 

Overpay  of  Representative  Lodge  No.  782. .  10  00 
M.  and  "P.  D.  returned  by  Rejiresentative 

Lodge  No.  522 9  70 

Overpav  of  Representative  Lodge  No. 750.,  19  80 

Proceeds  sale  of  Harrison  Dill's  land 324  00 

Total J40,242  00 


CHARITY   FUND. 

Cash  from  Defunct  Lodges $       110  72 

Defunct  Lodge  jewels  sold 10  00 

Defunct  Lodge  furniture  sold 6  00 

Dues  from  Defunct  Lodges 128  28 

Certifying  Diplomas 82  00 

Total $     337  00 

Grand  Total $40,579  00 
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REPORT— Committee  on  Credentials. 

R.  W.  Bro.  James  I.  McClintock  presented  the  following 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Credentials,  which,  on  motion, 
was  adopted: 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  lUinois,  F.  &  A.  3L: 

Your  Committee  on  Credentials  fraternally  report  that  the  fol- 
lowing brethren,  whose  names  appear  in  this  report,  are  present  and 
entitled  to  seats  in  this  Grand  Lodge. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted, 

JAMES  I.  McCLINTOCK, 
P.  W.  BARCLAY, 

GEO.  W.  CYRUS, 

Conrmittee. 
Chicago,  October  6,  A.D.  1896.  A.L.  5896. 


GRAND   OFFICERS. 

M. W.  Owen  Scott Grand  Master. 

R.  W.  Edward  Cook Deputy  Grand  Master 

R.W.  Chas.  F.  Hitchcock Senior  Grand  Warden. 

R. W.  Geo.  M.  Moulton , Junior  Grand  Warden, 

R.W.  Wiley  M.  Egan Grand  Treasurer. 

R.W.  J.  H.  C.  Dill Grand  Secretary. 

R.W.  W.  H.  MiLBURN Grand  Chaplain. 

R.W.  A.  E.  Stevenson Grand  Orator. 

W.  G.  H.  B.  TOLLE Deputy  Grand  Secretary 

W.  P.  T.  Chapman   Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.  W.  O.  Butler Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Walter  Watson Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

W.  Cicero  J.  Lindley Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.  E.  C.  Pace Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  C.  E.  Allen .' Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  A.  M.  Boring Grand  Steward. 

W.  John  Lingo Grand  Steward. 

W.  W.  W.  Watson.. Grand  Stetcard. 

W.  W.  W.  Bruce Grand  Steioard. 

Bro.  R.  R.  Stevens Grand  Tyler. 

PAST   GRAND    OFFICERS. 

M.W.  Jerome  R.  Gorin Fast  Grand  Master. 

M.  W.  DeWitt  C.  Cregier Fast  Grand  Master. 

M.W.  James  A.  Hawley Past  Grand  Master. 

M.W.  Joseph  Bobbins Past  Grand  Master. 
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M.  W.  John  IvJ .  Pearson Past  Grand  Master. 

M.W.  John  C.  Smith  Past  Grand  blaster. 

Jjff.W.  Monroe  C.  Crawford Past  Grand  Master. 

M.W.  Leroy  a.  Goddard  Past  Grand  Master. 

R.W.  Henry  C.  Cleaveland Past  Senior  G.  Warden. 

R. W.  Henry  E.  Hamilton Past  Senior  G.  Warden. 

R.W.  Wm.  H.  Turner Past  Junior  G.  Warden. 

DISTRICT    DEPUTY    GRAND   MASTERS. 

R.W.  Wellman  M.  Burbank  First  District. 

R.W.  Herbert  Preston Second  District. 

R.W.  Merritt  Bates  Iott Third  District. 

R.W.  LUMAN  T.  Hoy Fourth  District. 

R.W.  Jacob  Krohn Fifth  District. 

R.W.  C.  E.  Grove Sixth  District. 

R.W.  D.  D.  Hunt Seventh  District. 

R.  W.  John  B.  Fithian Eighth  District. 

R.W.  W.  L.  MiLLiGAN Ninth  District. 

R.W.  T.  Van  Antwerp Tenth  District. 

R.W.  Frank  G.  Welton Eleventh  District. 

R.W.  Joseph  V.  Harris Twelfth  District. 

R.W.  Henry  C.  Yetter  Thirteenth  District. 

R.W.  Louis  Zinger .' Fourteenth  District. 

R.W.  Delmar  D.  Darrah Fifteenth  District. 

R.W.  Has  WELL  C.  Clarke Sixteenth  Distnct. 

R.W.  R.  L.  McKinlay Seventeenth  District. 

R.W.  Chas.  F.  Tenney Eighteenth  District. 

R.W.  R.  D.  Lawrence —  Nineteenth  District. 

R.W.  A.  P.  Grout Twentieth  District. 

R.W.  Edward  S.  Mulliner Ttventy-first  District. 

R.W.  Alexander  H.  Bell  Twenty-second  District. 

R.W.  Wm.  T.  Vandeveer Twentii-third  District. 

R.W.  W.  H.  Lathrop •• Twenty  fourth  District. 

R.W.  C.  Rohrbough Twenty-fifth  District. 

R.W.  J.  M.  Burkhart I'wcnty-eighth  District. 

R.M.  H.  T.  Goddard Twenty-nintli  District. 

R.W.  J.  M.  Jones Thirtieth  District. 

REPRESENTATIVES   OF   OTHER   GRAND   LODGES. 

James  A.  H awley Alabama. 

Monroe  C.  Crawford Arizona. 

Loyal  L.  Munn British  Columbia. 

Wiley  M.  Egan Canada. 

James  A.  Hawley Colorado. 
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DeWitt  C.  Cregier Connecticut. 

Robert  L.  McKinlay South  Dakota. 

William  S.  Cantrell  Delaware. 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier District  of  Columhia. 

John  C.  Smith England. 

John  C.  Smith Florida. 

Philip  Maas  Idaho. 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier Indiana. 

C.  H.  Patton Indian  Territory. 

Wiley  M.  Egan Ireland. 

George  M.  Moulton Kansas. 

Leroy  a  .  GODDARD Louisiana. 

Jacob  Krohn Manitoba. 

M.  B.  lOTT Maryland. 

Joseph  E.  Dyas Michigan. 

Eugene  L.  Stoker Minnesota. 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier Mississippi. 

Jerome  R.  Gorin Missouri. 

A.  B.  Ashley Montana. 

John  C.  Smith Nevada. 

Henry  E.  Hamilton New  Hampshire. 

Wm.  B.  Grimes New  Jersey. 

Henry  E.  Hamilton New  Mexico. 

Walter  A.  Stevens  New  York. 

Edward  C.  Pace North  Carolina. 

John  M.  Pearson New  Zealand. 

Samuel  S.  Chance Ohio. 

Frank  W.  Havill Oregon. 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier Quebec. 

James  A.  Hawley Rhode  Island. 

Joseph  Robbins  Scotland. 

Chas.  H.  Patton South  Carolina. 

William  L.  Millig an South  Australia. 

Haswell  C.  Clarke Tennessee. 

Edward  Cook Texas. 

Owen  Scott Utah. 

John  L.  McCullough Vermont. 

Gil.  W.  Barnard  \t^isconsin. 

William  Jenkins United  Grand  Lodge  of 

South  Wales. 
William  Jenkins United  Grand  Lodge  of 

Victoria. 
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COMMITTEES. 

Masonic  Jmispiiulence. 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier Chicajjo. 

James  A.  Hawley Dixon. 

John  C.  Smith Chicago. 

John  M.  Pearson. Godfrey. 

Appeals  and  Grievances. 

Monroe  C.  Crawford Jonesboro. 

Joseph  E.  Dyas Paris. 

Wm.  S.  C antrell  Chicago. 

George  W.  Hill ?kIurphysboro. 

Eugene  L.  Stoker Evanston. 

Chartered  Lodges. 

Loyal  L.  Munn Freeport. 

Frank  W.  Havill Mt.  Vernon. 

G.  A.  Stabler Decatur. 

James  L.  Scott : Mattoon. 

Thos.  W.  Wilson Springfield. 

Masonic  Correspondence. 
Joseph  Bobbins Quincy. 

Finance. 

Leroy  a.  Goddard Chicago. 

Gil.  W.  Barnard Chicago. 

Samuel  W.  Waddle Bloomington. 

Lodges  Under  Dispensotion. 

Ch AS.  H.  Patton Mt.  Vernon. 

Daniel  J.  Aver¥ Chicago. 

H.  C.  Mitchell Carbondale. 

C.  J.  Reuter Lebanon. 

Sam'l  S.  Chance Salem. 

Petitions. 

C.  M.  Forman Nashville. 

Thos.  M.  Grossman Edwardsville. 

Asa  W.  Blakesley Quincy. 
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Obituaries. 

George  W.  Warvelle Chicago. 

W.  F.  Beck Olney. 

Jerome  R.  Gorin Decatur. 

Grand  Master's  Address. 

Wm.  E.  Ginther  Charleston. 

H.  C.  Cleaveland Rock  Island. 

L.  K.  Byers Altona. 

Credentials. 

James  I.  McClintock Carmi. 

P.  W.  Barclay      Cairo. 

Geo.  W.  Cyrus Camp  Point. 

Mileage  and  Per  Diem. 

John  a.  Ladd Sterling-. 

W.  B.  Wright Effing-ham. 

Ed.  L.  Wahl Vandalia. 

Railroadii  and  Transportation. 

William  Jenkins Dixon. 

Chas.  H.  Morrell Augusta. 

G.  R.  Smith Bloomington. 

To  Examine  Visitors. 

W.  B.  Grimes Pittsfield. 

A.  B.  Ashley La  Grange. 

Joseph  E.  Evans  : Monticello. 

J.  W.  Rose Litchfield. 

James  R.  Ennis Burnt  Prairie. 
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REPRESENTATIVES  OF  LODGES. 


NO. 

NAMES. 

NO. 

NAMES. 

1 

ErdeW.  Beattv 

...W.M. 

78 

79 

80 

81 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

102 

1(3 

104 

105 

106 

108 

109 

110 

111 

112 

113 

114 

115 

116 

117 

118 

119 

122 

123 

124 

125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
1.35 
136 
137 
138 
139 

140 
141 

142 
143 
144 
145 
146 

John  R.  Bullock 

J.  W 

3 

Joe  G.  Bunker 

K.W.Crawford     " 

S.  W.  Baird 

Robert  Dickson 

Thomas  Keates 

James  M.  Kirk 

W.  T.  Vaughn 

Abram  Brown 

W.M. 

4 
7 
8 
9 

Albert  T.  Hey " 

Thomas  Cheatle 

W.A.Dixon " 

David  H.  Glas.s " 

13 

Herman  Struever,  jr 

Joseph  C.  Hart 

P.  H.  Oyler 

14 
15 

L.  R.  Haack 

C.  T.Holland  

Herman  Felsenheld 

James  L.  Elliott 

C.  Brown 

J.  H.  Rennick 

John  A.  James* 

;: 

16 
17 
19 
20 

J.  J.  Crowder 

Eugene  .Stapp 

J.  W.  Bailey 

R.  R.  Rule 

J.  E.  Helfrick 

Frank  M.  Fulks     

James  A.  Karmer 

....S.  W. 
....W.M. 

'.".'.'.J.  W. 
....W.M. 

....  S.  W. 
w.M. 

..';.'.  J.  w. 

23 

D.  F.  Stevens 

34 

D.V.Hart " 

25 

W.  L.  Gillham 

Frank  Condra 

Wm.  C.  Johnston 

F.  W.  Soady 

James  Hepburn 

'.'.'.'.3.  W. 

...W.M. 

H.  L.  Zinser " 

26 
29 

Wm.  H.  Glass 

Thomas  W.  Price 

R.  A.  Shepherd* 

R.W.Spencer 

S.  W. 

W.M. 

33 

Henry  A.  Davidson 

M.  L.  McDonough 

G.  M.  Saylor*. ..' 

S.  J.  Wilson 

Louis  Blattner 

John  H.  Cook 

Wm.  H.  Peak 

H.  G.  Gibbs 

34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

Chas.  B.  Stafford* 

H.  M.  Hollenbeck 

T.  T.  Shoemaker 

Bernhard  Dittmar 

D.  Q  Webster 

W.  H.Paul 

Robert  A.  Kiefer 

A.  J.  Newell 

Ferdinand  Munch 

Frank  H.  Blose 

....J.  W. 

....s.  w. 

....W.M. 

'.'.'.'.'s.  W. 

....W.M. 

40 

R.C.Humbert . 

42 
43 

W.  L.  Worley 

S.  C.  Litwiler 

s.  W. 

..W.M. 

44 
45 
46 

47 

F.  J.  Jacoby 

Charles  F.  Rickey 

T.  M.  Watson 

Thomas  I.  Ballantine 

R.  G.  Crecelius 

. . . .  S.  W. 
....W.M. 

J.  P.  Marshall 

Ole  Hanson 

Geo.  L.  Kimber 

Oscar  C.  White 

E.  A.  Fish 

R.  B.  Trimble 

s  W 

48 

E.C.Cook '• 

49 

James  Pollock " 

C.  S.  Magner 

Geo.  L.  Woelfel 

P.  C.  Morgan 

H.  W.  Toenigs 

W.  J.  Oliver 

....M.W, 

51 
52 

Frank  A  Whiteside 

Charles  A.  Ramsey 

Charles  C.  Smith* 

D.  H.  Lollis 

E.  J.  Scarborough 

L.  T.  Phillips 

Joseph  H.  Kerr 

B.  F.  Craig 

R.  Adkins  

;!'.'.s.  W. 
;'.  ;;w.M. 

'.'.!!s.  w. 

J.  w. 

...J.  W. 
....W.M. 

53 

H.  L.  Burnett " 

55 
57 

58 

R.  L.  Metcalf •■ 

J.  W.  Johnson 

J.  H.  Benham 

59 
60 

I.  N.  Shields 

J.  H.  Thomas*... 

W  M 

T.  W.  Clark* 

Chris.  Ohlmacher 

L.  F.  Worley 

C.  M.  Eaton* 

W.  D.  Sharp 



61 
63 

64 

R.  H.  Maxwell 

G.  B.  Richards.. 

W.  W.  McCreerv 

. . . .  s.  w. 

.'.'"w.M. 

. . . .  S.  W. 

....W.M. 

65 

Roy  A.  Mather  

E.  T.  Eads " 

t)6 

C.  W.  Grant 

J.  M.  Ferris 

J.  S.  Freeman 

Geo  H.  Vaupell 

Will  C.  Rood 

Elmer  E.  Bast 

C.  C.  Pervier 

R.  W.  Overton 

E.  H.  Hunt 

67 
69 
71 

N.  J.  Carv " 

Charles  W.Thacher  " 

Richard  Beet 

....J.  W. 
...W.M. 

7" 

Wm.  Hartzell 

s.  w. 

74 

John  Watts 

Jabez  Love 

:.:  '' 

....J.  w. 
..  W  M. 

76 

James  W.  Lumpkins*... 
D.  G.  Burr* 

...  s. w. 

W.M. 

78 

Jay  L.  Brewster ■■      1 

W.  J.  DeLaMater  ...              " 

Dewey  Hamilton 

...S.  W.  1 

J.  E.  Gray 

....     '• 

♦Proxy. 
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REPRESENTATIVES   OP   LODGES. 


A   S.  McDowell* W.M. 

Jas.  Russ  Grace 

David  L.  Wright S.  W. 

Jas.  C.  Chapman W.M. 

Jas.  H.  Belt,  jr 

George  E.  Johnson* 

Otto  Thon 

Almon  Stansberry 

R.  R.  Strickler 

A.  I.  Maclay 

D.  E.  Bruffett 

W.  A.  Cristy 

A.  T.  Boyle 

Geo.  F.  Uouaire 

Eugene  T.  Pearce S.  W. 

W.  K.  Bowling W.M. 

J.  C.  Simpson 

Frank  C.  Meserve 

Maskel  Lee 

I.  S.  Montgomet-y 

E.  W.  Scott* 

John  F.  Huffman 

W.  C.  Milner 

M.  H.  Tietsort 

S.  A.  Graham 

C.  W.  Buck.. 

0.  J.  Wilsey 

F.  W.  Werner 

Jacob  Scheidenhelm 

Robt.  A  Hoxsey 

W.  A.  Green  . ." 

Joseph  Gavins 

August  Torpe S.  W. 

James  M.  McCredie W.M. 

W.  B.  Main  

Jas.  H.  More 

John  S.  Grove 

Edward  M.  Clark 

U.  S.  Bright 

Leslie  W.  Morton 

John  Jackson 

Camillus  McClare 

C.  B.  Ward 

Ben  Hagle        

Amos  Irwin 

J.  H  Craven*  

W.  H.Gilbert 

W.  A.  Stoker 

C.  C.  Vanmeter   

1.  H.  Southwick     

L.W.Wheeler S.  W. 

Arthur  W.  Crippin W.M. 

A.  H.  Evans 

R.  V.  D.  Bogart 

Daniel  A.  Campbell 

C.  E.  Clarke 

N.  A.  Sievers 

Arthur  C.  Helm J.  W. 

Joseph  Dodson W.M. 

I.  M.  VanHorn*      . . 

Sol.  Lesem 

F.  H.  Robertson* 

J.  A.  Gladson 

B.  O.  Mauker 

Edward  H.  Warden S.  W. 

F.  O.  Jahr W.M. 


221 
2-^2 

226 
227 
2'i8 
229 
3.S0 
231 
232 
233 
234 
235 
y36 
237 
238 
239 
240 
241 
243 
244 
245 
247 
248 
249 
850 
251 
252 
253 
254 

255 
257 
260 
261 
262 
26  i 
264 
265 


270 
271 
372 
273 

274 
275 
276 
277 
278 
279 
280 
282 
283 
285 
286 

287 
288 
291 
292 
295 
294 


C.  A.  Buck 

C.  E.  Downing 

W.  W.  Powell 

David  L.  Hair 

C.  H.  McCoy  

J'.  R.  Brown    

J.  H.  Graddy 

W.  E.  Sapp  

F.  M.  Jones 

O.  F.  Kirkpatrick  ... 

T.  H.Humphry* 

Wm.  N.  Byler 

HughA.  Snell     

Frank  Spencer 

A.  D.  Barber 

Chas.  Smith 

Jos.  P.  Gulick 

J.  F.  Taylor 

W.  L.  Duncan 

Deloss  A   Baxter* 

Wm.  B.  Bradsby 

Jacob  McChe.sney  — 

E.E  James*    

F.  W.  Froelich 

Ed.  Rosenbaum 

Geo.  W.  Pumphrey*  .. 

J.  W.  Edwards 

Geo.  A.  Tompk  ns 

F.  L.  Taylor 

James  Little 

W.  H.  Young 

Charles  C.  Crawford. 
Joseph  Withington. . . 

Frank  E.  Harrold 

James  H.  Smith 

H.  C.  Bestor 

M.  V.  Peterman 

George  Kelshiemer... 
Lucius  M.  Morrison.. . 
Clarence  VanNosdall. 
George  F.  Howard*... 

W.  A.  Hantz 

Simeon  G.  Patrick*  — 

W.  H.  Booth 

Charles  C.  Buell  

Wm.  P.  Tulev 

W.  W.  Stillman 

J.  S  Rosier 

J.  A.  Miller  

E.  L.  Robinson  

John  Brockman 

John  H.  Thornton*    .. 

G.  H.  Cullum 

W.  S.  Brown •. 

H.  L.  Fordham     

Daniel  Dickinson 

Wm.  S.  Duff 

Oscar  Holmes 

F.  W.  Phelps 

Lafayette  Elston 

C.  A.  Brown 

C.  W.  Merrill 

W.  G.  Abbott        

H.  A.  Sturtevant 

G.  E.  Warren 

L.  T.  Dunn 


.S.  W. 
.W.M. 
.S.  W. 
.W.M. 


.J.  W. 

.W.M. 


.S.  W. 
.W.M. 


.S.  W. 
.W.M. 


.S.  W. 
.W.M. 


.J.  W. 
.W.M. 


.S.  W. 


*Proxj'. 
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REPRESENTATIVES  OF  LODGES. 


295  O.  J.  Reese* W.M. 

29(5  A.  A.  Whipple 

297  Isaac  Cutter 

299  C.  B.  Hall : 

301  A.  J.  Caster 

302  W.  E.  Pyler 

303  Lewis  P.  Voss 

30.T  W.  H.  McClain 

.sot;  Lj^on  Karr 

307  John  W.  Ha}-nes* 

308  G.  M.  Darlinsf- 

309  .lohn  W.  Groesbeck* 

310  Wm.  K.  Forsyth* 

Geo.  A.  Katz S.  W. 

Philo  L.  Holland J.  W. 

31 1  John  Smith  W.M. 

Adam  R.  Pollock* J.  W. 

312  E.D.  Mattes W.M. 

313  John  A.  Keller " 

314  C.  De Witt  Taylor •' 

315  Benjamin  Wolf brandt* 

316  T.  N.  Boue ■' 

318  Fred  R.  Grigson " 

319  J.  K.  Lindvall " 

320  J.  F.  VanVoorhis S.  W. 

321  Philips.  Kirk W.M. 

322  G.A.Edwards " 

323  Wm.  M.  Hanna* " 

325  W.H.Howell " 

327  A.  A.  Adkisson S.  W. 

330  H.  L.  Weaver W.M. 

331  Alex.  S   Jessup " 

332  John  W.  Kagey " 

333  William  Bewsher " 

334  James  I.  Wagner " 

335  A.  L.  Schimpff " 

3.36  P.  M.  Fisher " 

337  John  H.  Anderson* " 

339  T.  J.  McCormack •' 

340  Arthur  M.  Bloxam '■ 

341  Dexter  C.  Slaten J.  W. 

342  H.  L.  Padfield W.M. 

346  Adam  Wenger 

347  Frank  Thompson " 

348  Joseph  J.  P\)rd "■ 

349  W.R.Owen " 

350  JohnH.  Suvdam " 

351  C.  F.  H.  Cafrithers " 

352  F.  M.  Gragg " 

3.53  George  W.  Lawrence " 

354  A.  P.  Lorton* " 

3.55  J.  H.  Pahlemann 

3.5fi  Joseph  Green 

358  Wm»  Auborn J.  W. 

3.i9  C.E.Morrill W.M. 

360  Henry  J.  Clieesman 

361  Charles  Rembe " 

363  M.  H.  Spence S.  W. 

364  Geo.  A.  McFerson W.M. 

365  James  Fisher 

366  Thomas  Midwinter 

367  H.  H    Roberts 

368  M.  V.  B.  Montgomery 

.369  Thomas  Rutherford." 

371  Dwight  C.  Morgan.    J.  W. 

373  S.  J.'  Hobbs....' W.M. 


374 
378 
379 
380 
382 
383 
384 
385 
386 
388 
389 
390 
.391 
392 
393 
394 
396 
397 


399 

401 
402 
403 
404 
405 
406 
408 
409 
410 
411 

414 
415 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 
422 

423 
424 
426 
427 

428 

429 
430 
431 
432 
433 

434 
436 
437 
440 
441 
442 
443 
444 
445 
446 
447 


Wm.  Husk W.M. 

J,  C.  Danforth 

Charles  E.  Gabriel 

James  Holeman 

Thomas  Gibbs'. 

John  Igou 

William  Wilson* 

G.  W.Johnson 

John  Gillespie 

Henry  Hall 

Favette  S.  Hatch 

C.  R.  Mitchell 

G.  W.  Manley 

J.  W.  Heckethorn 

George  S.  Haskell 

C.  E.  Miner 

Arthur  N.  Beal 

A.  C.  Gilmour 

Charles  Wilkins S.  W. 

A.  Kr auss'e J.  W. 

Mvron  M.  Deiwert 

J.  "P.  Hogue W 

Charles  E.  Axt* 

F.  0.  Poust 

C.  E.  Walsh 

E.  E.  Whitehome  

S.  C.  Morrison,  jr* 

William  Montgomery 

S.  E.  Lamb 

Joseph  B.  Burtt J.  W. 

F.  H.  Roessler W.M. 

J.  D.  Everitt 

B.  M.  Miller* S.  W. 

T.  H.  Briggs  W.M. 

Wm.  J.  Burns 

H.  B.  Henderson 

J.  M.  Ferreil 

Christ  Heiligenstein 

Thomas  H.  Taylor 

G.  M.  McKenney 

Chas.  H.  Ireland 

Fred.  F.  Danks S.  W. 

Isa.ac  Laining J.  W. 

H.  R.  Staley W.M. 

Rufus  Funk 

C.  P.  Ross 

N.  G.  Ziebold 

A.  C.  Sanders 

D.  M.  Baird S.  W. 

John  Burrill W.M. 

W.  A.  Williams* 

R.  O.  VanGilder 

Walter  Hanback 

Daniel  Porter  

H.H.Martin J.  W. 

J.  P.  Schwartz W.M. 

John  Schafer.  jr 

David  Birkenstein 

J.  W.  McKinnev 

A.  J.  Rarker...". S.  W. 

Ray  J.  Howe 

E.  C.  Sholes 

H.  C.  Frayser W.M. 

J.  W.  Armstrong 

Frank  P.  Martin 

L.  C.  Conover 


*Proxy. 


1896.] 


Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 


49 


REPRESENTATIVES   OF   LODOKS. 


C.  H.  Widmeyer* ^ 

G.  G.  Lohrs 

Joseph  Jones 

L.  T.  Watkins 

James  W.  Sitton 

J.  R.  Morgan 

C.  B.  McKinnev 

E.  E.  Mallory  ' 

G.  C.  Jones 

A.  Bourm 

F.  M.  Long 

W.J.  Donahue 

Frank  Dillon 

T.  J.  Young 

Allen  Range S.  W. 

C.  W.  McMillan W.M. 

Chas.  W.  Beach •• 

C.  P.  Dawson 

H.  R.  Woodcock " 

Jas.  Jordan 

Jas.  D.  Haise  '• 

B.  F.  Yates '■ 

John  Fitzgerald S.  W. 

John  E.  Norris W.M. 

Chas.  Schacht 

Jos.  M.  Arni  n 

A.  T.  Strange " 

Jas.  A.  McComas 

Wm.  O.  Ensign " 

R.  M.  Clegg*        S.  W. 

Louis  J.  Hammel W.M. 

A.C.King S.  W. 

J.  C.  Leppert J.  W. 

Jas.  Br  Brown 

B.  L.  Tabler W.M. 

A.  B.  Davidson 

Wm.  Skelly S.  W. 

Joseph  Danks W.M. 

T.  W.  Kepley " 

Chas.  Grassland " 

G.  H.  Roberts " 

T.F.Shannon \...-.      " 

Lewis  C.  Stewart f . .  . .  S.  W. 

W.  W.  Booth W.M. 

M.J.  Piatt   " 

John  Warren 

Marshall  Ozment . .., 

J.  W.  Aiken " 

W.H.Stephens " 

James  A.  Wtiite 

Joseph  M.  Grout '■ 

John  H.White " 

Jos.  W.  Willis " 

Ira  W.  Lowe  S.  W. 

E.  J.  Eggmann W.M. 

O.  S.  Dentler* 

B.  F.  Hartman 

H.  H.  Blake 

F.  M.  Rash 

J.  A.  Hindman 

E.  C.  Hawley 

M.  M.  Pease J.  W. 

W.A.Washburn .W.M. 

Geo.  S.  Mallett* S.  W. 

John  D.Walton* W.M. 

H.  Finklepaugh 


518 
.=S19 
.530 

522 
523 

524 


525 
.536 


.528 
529 
530 
531 
533 
533 
534 
535 
536 
537 
538 
539 
540 
541 
542 
543 
544 
.547 
548 
5.50 
554 
555 

5:i6 


558 
559 
560 
563 
564 

5ft5 
566 
567 
569 
570 
572 
573 
.574 
575 
576 
.577 
578 
579 
580 
.581 
583 
584 
585 
587 


A.  E.  Billings W.M. 

Charley  Carr 

James  Norris " 

B.  J.  Dorrell " 

John  T.  BuUard S.  W. 

W.J.  Smith W.M. 

Chas.  Raymond* 

Fred  E.  Trotter S.  W. 

W.  F.  Green J.  W. 

Foster  J.  Davis W.M. 

H.  W.  Huehl " 

W.  J.  Turnes S.  W. 

Aaron  Shubart -. J.  W. 

W.A.Thayer  W.M. 

R.  E.  Stewart " 

W.  Burkhalter " 

M.  M.  Billmire '• 

W.  H.  Westcott " 

H.  N.  Drury " 

Geo.  H.  Baughman " 

R.  J.  Fullerton* " 

A.  E.  Mattinger " 

Chas.  E.  Rock J.  W. 

J.  F.  Lotz* W.M. 

W.  G.  Messier    " 

R.  B.  Wilson " 

T.  P.  Mantz '• 

F.  M.  Moats " 

Jno.  W.  Heany " 

R.  H.  Mann " 

Thos.  R.  Lees " 

E.  M.  Maynard 

Milton  T.  Booth S.  W. 

Jas.  L.  Tyrrell W.M. 

A.  F.  Schoch 

Henry  Bestman S  W. 

John  R.  Pierce W.M. 

P.G.Williams* S.  W. 

Adolph  Arnold W.M. 

Anton  B.  Kostock S  W. 

Louis  Koftl J.  W 

A.  H.  Dale W.M. 

Geo.  W.  Sweet " 

F.  W.  Burhorn '^ 

J.  A.Waugh '• 

August  Neusus " 

Henry  Rush* S.  W. 

J.  F.  Berry W.M. 

Chas.  E.  Peck S.  W. 

S.  D.  Rotramel W.M. 

James  Kelley " 

W.  E.  Crane " 

H.A.Maxwell* " 

W.S.Allison " 

Wm.  S.  Watson  

H.  L.  Puffer 

E.  H.  Smiley ■ 

A.  M.  Pinker ton 

G.  B.  Willan '• 

R.  R.  Tumblin S.  W. 

W.  F.  Taggart W.M. 

Jasper  A.  Dillow 

Robert  J.  Cook  s.  W. 

W.  A.  Bartlett W.M. 

H.C.Porter* " 

E.  A.  Vaughan 
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.588 
f)90 
hiK 
595 
60» 
(iOl 
ti02 
6(/3 
604 
ti07 
fi08 
tilO 
611 

612 
613 
614 
616 
617 
618 
619 

620 
622 
623 
627 
630 
631 
632 
633 
635 
636 
639 
641 
643 


644 
645 
646 
647 
648 
651 
6,53 
655 
6.56 
657 
658 
659 
660 
662 
663 
664 
665 
666 
667 
668 
669 
670 
672 
673 
675 
677 


Elias  Hurk W.M. 

,).  F.  Startler •■ 

Elias  F.  Hrown 

K.  L.  MfLain.  

(Jeo.  W.  Dilliiig •• 

.1.  W.  Lackey " 

Frank  Mesnard 

Harrv  Gamble 

D.  A. "Clary ■• 

W.  B.  Wignall •■ 

M.  L.  Sherman 

.John  B.  Marples S.  W. 

Edward  R.  Moffat W  M. 

Charles  F.  Neigleck J.  W. 

Kd.  E.  Brenneman W.M. 

W.  W.  Murfln " 

L.  Bullard " 

O.  F.  Bul'fe '• 

A.  C.  Sweeney' " 

Albert  Naegelin " 

D.  R.  Bradley " 

P.  H.  Shelton* S.  W. 

Jame.'i  Snyder. .  W.M. 

B.  H.  Schulte - 

J.  S.  C.  Cu.ssins J.  W. 

A.  H.  Brooks W.M. 

S.  M.  Burnett S.  W. 

W.  A.  Colton W.M. 

J.  C.Watson '• 

Geo.  W.  Billings " 

James  M.  Bell 

E.  H.  Fedde - 

Wm. C.Clausen 

J.  F.  Beal •' 

J.  F.  Campbell 

H.J.Gillmore S.  W. 

Frank  Crozier* J.  W. 

Reinhold  Zimmerman W.M. 

William  Crear S.  W. 

William  Files J.  W. 

Zack  Wirt     W.M. 

PhilipSampson " 

J.  F.  Poplin* " 

L.  C.  Carlin S.  W. 

A.  A.  Cavins W.M. 

W.J.  Biggs '■ 

John  H.  Stone J.  W. 

W.  C.  Stilson W.M. 

J.  Griesheim " 

Tiffin  Jenkins •' 

F.  E.  Jenkinson " 

R.  W.  Blakeslee S.  W. 

W.  A.  Gaunt... W.M. 

J.  C.  Behrer " 

James  Jones " 

S.  G   Lister '■ 

Benton  Tipsword " 

T.  G.  Athey 

Seward  A.  Eddy 

J.  J.  Conner.. .  .'. 

Paul  Ziemsen 

J.  PIvy '■ 

D.  W.  Hammock 

R.L.Fleming 

A.  V.  Tulpin '" 

G.  G.  Gowdy '• 


679 
680 
681 
682 
683 
684 
685 


('87 
688 
69J 

691 
692 
693 

695 
696 
697 

698 
700 
7ul 

702 
704 
705 
706 
710 
711 
712 
713 
714 
715 
716 
717 

718 
719 
721 

722 

723 
7-^4 
725 
727 
728 
729 
730 
731 


733 
734 
735 
737 
738 
739 
741 
742 
743 
744 
745 


W.  H.  Histler W.  M. 

J.  H.  Stafford 

S.  W.  Culp ■• 

J.  D.  Logan 

Peter  Jackson 

H.  N.  Ryan •■ 

Alexander  Hetiin 

Charles  G.  Baker 

.John  H.  Nair S.  W. 

Corv  W.  Dubley J.  W. 

James  Musser* W.M. 

Peter  Wright " 

W.  A.  Sharp* " 

H.  B.  Stafford J.  W. 

Samuel  Marshall W.M. 

Edward  Grimes 

A.  A.  McMurray " 

T.  J.  Cross 

C.  C.  Kniffen 

Robert  K.  Sloan 

Richard  Cole,  jr S.  W. 

J.  V.  Hosenery W.M. 

Isaac  P.  Smith " 

George  S.  Dodd 

W.  C.  Holmes* S.  W. 

James  R.  McCall W.M. 

John  Ray 

R.D.Webb '■ 

Henrv  Askins. 

Henry  Funk* 

.Stephen  A.  Reynolds S.  W. 

Robert  Smith.' W.M. 

W.  M.  Alvis '• 

J.  W.  Francis '. J.  W. 

W.  A.  Shirk ey W.M. 

George  F.  Borman 

James  Gray 

Henrv  Wunnicke S.  W. 

A.  H.  "Story W.M. 

John  Jack " 

F.M.Thompson* " 

T.  H.  Irvin '.' 

Albert  E.  Burres* S.  W. 

M.  S.  Randolph* W.M. 

Herman  Rettorn 

John  S.  Hewins 

John  D.  Piper S.  W. 

H.  A.  Schermerhorn W.M. 

S.  Beam 

W.S.Summers " 

Edward  Watkins 

George  Carter S.  W. 

S.  H.  Dorrans J.  W. 

G.  W.  Howell W.M. 

Abraham  Babcock* S.  W. 

Amos  Ball  W.M. 

Charles  W.  Hollandsworth.. 

Albert Gransden 

A.  G.  Barnes 

Charles  F.  Ross 

James  L.  Macfarlane 

Theo.  Evans S.  W 

John  W.  Vance W.M. 

Warren  Newcomb '• 

J.  D.  Bellamy '• 

James  L.  McLain 
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.W.M. 


Carl  Svvigart* 

Thos.  M.  Wimraer  " 

Henry  C.  Gordon S.  W. 

Enoch  Summer W.M. 

Wm.  H.  Shaw " 

J.  W.  Smith " 

Simon  Holmes " 

G.  F.  HaiRh " 

John  M.  Donnell 

W.  A.  Small " 

David  Bailing 

A.  G.  Scudamorc S.  W. 

I.  M.  Tavlor W.M. 

W.C.Trowbridge ■• 

F.  E.  Ashworth* " 

G.  W.  Lorenz " 

John  H.  Bothwell S.  W. 

Hugh  McDermid* J.  W. 

P.  M.  Powell W.M. 

Walter  C.  Schmidt " 

James  Price 

Thomas  Hicks  S.  W. 

W.  D.  Donaldson J.  W. 

C.  W.  Bajnes W.M. 

C.  W.  Smith 

Wm.  S.  Mosele}' 

J.  N.  Berry ". 

H.  F.  W.  Spilver 

G.  A.  Sandke 

William  Bruce S.  W. 

E.  F.  Seavey J.  W. 

Oliver  Apgar S.  W. 

J.  M.  Northmore W.M. 

W.  H.  Eskew " 

C.  E.  Minerhoff ' 

James  Beaumont S.  W. 

A.  G.  Dicus J.  W. 

F.  C.  Ralston W.M. 

Ernest  Saunders S.  W. 

W.  S.  Robinson* J.  W 

James  Parnall W.M. 

J.  A.  Eittler " 

Henrv  Wink " 

Albert  C.  Firleke " 

M.  Gerbrick 

A.  W.  Barker 

Geo.  C.  Fetter S.  W. 

August  J.  Weinel W.M. 

T.  J.  Diehl '■ 

Geo.  Gordon S.  W. 

G.H.Gillespie     W.M. 

R.  S.  Sallee " 

Walter  H.  Towne " 

C.  Lee  Wood .•.      •' 

S.  G.  Jarvis 

F  C.  Karber 

James  B.  Tallman 

Mark  A.  Foote S.  W. 


799 
800 
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803 
804 
805 
806 
807 
808 
809 
810 
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816 

817 
818 
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820 
831 
822 
82.3 
825 
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827 
829 
8'0 
.S31 
8  2 
833 
834 
835 
836 


8  7 
838 
8:!9 


840 
841 


..S.  W. 

.W.M. 

.  S.  W. 
..J.  W. 

.W.M. 


Samuel  M.  St.  Clair J.  W. 

F.  P.  Armstrong W.M. 

Lincoln  P.  Goodhue 

Henry  F.  Santell S.  W. 

Ossian  D.  Frary J.  W. 

W.T.Butler 

H.  L.  Henline 

Chas.  C.  Jackson 

M.  E.  Robinson 

B.  S.  Church 

S   B.  Sale 

S.  H.  Bundy 

J.  L.  Priestman 

Jame.s  Wares* 

Will  E.  Dudley 

I.  L.  Lemmon 

S.  P.  Ingram 

Wm.  McKie 

George  W.  Kimbro  

W.  H.  Roberts 

John  A.  McKeever S.  W. 

Bart  Holmes W.M. 

Herbert  L.  Whitaker " 

Theo.  J.  H.  Schroeder     S.  W. 

Thomas  Ginnever J.  W. 

B.  G.  Brooks W.M. 

Elbert  Mclnturff " 

Frank  C.  Kuhn 

James  H.  Porter 

William  R.  Smith 

Bruce  W.  Durham 

W.  W.Johnston* 

Geo.  W.  Buffington . . . 

A.  M.  Kean 

H.  M.  Timms* 

C.  F. Jenne 

Geo.  P.  Thomas 

F.  B.  Hewitt 

Charles  D.  Ames. .  . .-. . 
George  W.  Hughs . . 
James  H.  Ellis 

G.  M.  Dickson*  

Jno.  A.  Stout* 

John  L.  Griffln 

Rufus  H.  Smith 

F.  Kohl 

Seymour  S.  Borden  . . 

Robert  B.  Gillis S.  W. 

John  H.  Brown J  W. 

C.L.Watson W.M. 

W.  F.  Spence 

Charles  E.  Piper " 

Charles  W.  Morris S.  W. 

Milan  M.  Hitchcock J.  W. 

Jacob  F.  Blissing W.M. 

George  W.  Riggs* ■■ 

W.  H.  Baird* J.  W. 

Gregor)^H.  Hovnarian W.M. 


.S.  W. 
.J.  W. 
.W.M. 
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RECAPITULATION. 

Grand  Officers 20  District  Deputies. 

Members  of  Committees 46  Representatives.. 

Past  Grand  Officers  not  on  Com- 
mittees       2  Total 

Number  of  Lodges  represented,  669. 


52  Proceedings  of  the  LOct.  G. 

EESOLUTION. 

M.W.  Bro.  J.  C.  Smith  read  the  following'  resolution 
and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

M.W.  Bro.  DeWitt  C.  Cregfier  offered  as  an  amendment 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence, 
which  carried. 

Whereas,  The  National  Grand  Lodge  of  Egypt,  of  which  Idris 
Ragheb  Bey  is  the  M.W.  Grand  Master,  and  which  is  recognized  bj^ 
all  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Europe  with  which  this  Grand  Lodge  is  in 
communication,  has  asked  to  be  recognized  by  this  Grand  Lodge. 
Therefore,  be  it 

Eesolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  does  hereby  recognize 
the  said  Grand  Lodge  of  Egypt  as  a  regularly  formed  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masons,  and  bids  it  welcome  into  the  family  of  grand 
lodges  with  which  we  are  in  communication. 

Besolved,  That  this  Grand  Lodge  returns  the  good  wishes  of  M.W. 
Grand  Master  Idris  Ragheb  Bey,  and  cheerfully  accepts  the  ex- 
change of  representatives  with  that  Grand  Lodge. 


ELECTION  or  OPFIOERS. 

M.W.  Bro.  James  A.  Hawley  moved  that  the  Grand 
Lodg"e  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  officers  for  the  ensuing" 
year,  which  was  carried. 

The  Grand  Master  acknowledg"ed  the  receipt  of  a  beau- 
tiful bouquet  in  the  following  words: 

I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  this  handsome  bouquet  that  adorns 
the  platform.  It  has  a  card  on  it  which  reads:  "Compliments  of 
Lincoln  Park  Lodge,"  of  this  city.  I  want  to  convey  the  gratitude  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  to  Lincoln  Park  Lodge  for  its  grateful  remembrance. 


INVITATION— To  Visit  Board  of  Trade. 

R.W.  Bro.  Wiley  M.  Egan,  at  the  request  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Trade,  extended  a  cordial  invitation  to 
the  Officers  and  Representatives  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  to 
visit  the  sessions  of  the  Board  of  Trade  at  any  time,  which 
was  accepted  with  thanks. 
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The  Grand  Master  announced  that  the  District  Deputy- 
Grand  Masters  would  act  as  distributing  tellers,  and  that 
the  following-  brethren  act  as  counting  tellers: 

Bros.  C.  M.  Forman,  T.  M.  Grossman,  Jacob  Krohn,  D.  J.  Avery, 
W.  K.  Forsyth. 


EEPORT— Committee  on  Grand  Master's  Address. 

R.W.  Bro.  Wm.  E.  Ginther  submitted  the  following  re- 
port from  the  Committee  on  Grand  Master's  Addre^ss,  which, 
on  motion,  was  adopted: 

To  the  31.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  A.F.  &  A.  Masons  of  Illinois: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Grand  Master's  ad- 
dress, have  given  it  careful  consideration,  and  heg  leave  to  report, 
that  they  recommend  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Obituaries  all 
relating-  to  Necrology;  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  all  relating  to 
"the  East  St.  Louis  tornado,"  to  fees  received  for  special  dispensa- 
tions, and  to  "district  meetings;"  to  the  Committee  on  Lodges  U.D. 
all  relating  to  dispensations  for  lodges;  to  the  Committee  on  Appeals 
and  Grievances  the  case  of  Richmond  Lodge  No.  143,  and  of  Sigwalt 
Lodge  No.  813,  and  to  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence  the 
parts  under  the  captions  of  "Life  Membership,"  "Questions  of  Law 
and  Usage,"  and  "Decisions." 

In  view  of  the  power  granted  by  you  last  year  to  the  Committee 
on  Charity  to  carry  out  the  recommendations  of  Grand  Master  God- 
dard  for  relief  of  the  past  and  future  necessities  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Harrison  Dills,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  action  of  that 
committee  in  the  premises  be  approved,  and  that  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Grand  Master  to  continue  said  relief  be  adopted. 

Your  committee  also  recommend  that  the  action  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Master,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Charity, 
in  paying  forty-five  dollars  for  half  of  the  funeral  expenses  of  Frank 
C.  Cults  out  of  moneys  received  from  the  lodge  now  defunct,  of  which 
the  late  brother  was  a  member,  be  approved. 

Your  committee  desire  to  apply  their  words  of  hearty  commenda- 
tion of  what  the  address  of  last  year  said  of  the  advantages  of  Ma- 
sonic Schools  of  Instruction  to  the  same  subject  presented  in  the 
address  of  this  year,  and  to  commend  their  continuance  to  your  ap- 
proval. 
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Your  committee  further  recommend  that  all  the  acts  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Master  in  pursuance  of  his  constitutional  duties,  not  specific- 
ally mentioned  herein,  be  formally  approved. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  cong^ratulate  you  upon  the  profit 
acquired  by  the  conspicuous  success  with  which  the  M.W.  Grand 
Master  has  governed  the  Craft  of  this  great  Grand  Jurisdiction,  and 
upon  his  instructive  example  to  the  younger  members  of  the  Frater- 
nity, as  well  hy  the  systematic  skill  of  his  administration,  as  by  the 
poetic  and  terse  words  of  his  report. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

WM.  E.  GINTHER, 
H.  C.  CLEAVELAND, 
L.  K.  BYERS. 


REPORT — Committee  on  Correspondence. 

M.W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  presented  his  report  on  corre- 
spondence, which,  on  motion,  was  received  and  ordered 
printed  with  the  proceeding's.  It  will  be  found  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  proceedings. 


REPORT— Committee  on  Lodges  U.  D. 

R.W.  Bro.  Charles  H.  Patton  submitted  the  following- 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Lodg^es  under  Dispensation, 
which  was,  on  motion,  adopted: 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  and  A.  Masons: 

Your  Committee  on  Lodges  U.D.,  have  carefullj^  examined  and 
considered  the  record  of  the  work,  returns,  and  by-laws  of  five  lodges 
under  dispensation,  and  herewith  respectfully  and  fraternally  submit 
the  following  report  referred  the  same,  to-wit: 

PARK   LODGE, 

Located  at  Rogers'  Park,  in  Cook   county,  Illinois,    and  its   returns 
show: 

Petitions  received 40 

Rejected 6 

Not  acted  upon 2 
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Elected 32 

Initiated 32 

Passed 30 

Raised 30 

No.  signing  for  dispensation 72 

Total  membership 102 

Charter  Members. — Benjamin  P.  Van  Court,  Fred.  J.  Donihoo,  Frank 
H.  Dean,  Daniel  D.  Bathrick,  Samuel  U.  Denney,  Henry  C.  W.  Lau- 
benheimer,  Henry  C.  Edwards,  Fred  D.  Gilford,  Frank  L.  Browne, 
William  T.  Irwin,  Gottlieb  Gerner,  Chancy  O.  Frisbie,  Frank  A. 
Turner,  Elmer  DeWitt  Brothers,  William  H.  Ransom,  Claud  C.  Hill, 
Carroll  S.  McMillan,  Horace  C.  Alexander.  Willard  W.  Low,  William 
J.  Arnold,  Raymond  W.  Beach,  George  R.  Hinners,  Henry  D.  Over- 
deer,  J.  Harrison  White,  Henry  G.  Redieck,  Charles  E.  Boutwood, 
Louis  G.  Wetzel,  Franklin  H.  Doland,  Plato  G.  Emery,  Charles  W. 
Hind,  Charles  T.  Pitkin,  Thomas  C.  Massey,  David  J.  Braun,  Alonzo 
P.  C.  Matson,  Walter  M.  Sempill,  David  W.  Redfield,  Laurence  D. 
Benedict,  Albert  F.  Olgen,  Joseph  H.  Servatius,  George  Addy,  Dan- 
iel E.  Reed,  Walter  R.  McCann,  Walter  A.  Shaw%  Edgar  S.  Foote, 
John  E.  Evenden,  Charles  J.  Gerner,  James  W.  Patterson,  .James  J. 
Barber,  Elmer  E.  Beach,  Robert  W.  Campbell,  Edward  H.  Ailing, 
Charles  H.  F.  Bunte,  J.  Fred  McGuire,  Irvin  E.  Rockwell,  Charles  E. 
Merry,  Oscar  F.  Herren,  William  E.  Hatterman,  Albert  A.  Sweet, 
Benjamin  A.  Squire,  Charles  C.  McDaniels,  James  G.  McCoy,  Edward 
A.  King,  Robert  F.  Thorogood,  Harry  F.  Harvey,  Robert  B.  Stanley, 
Henry  G.  Right,  William  L.  Crawford,  Charles  E.  Browne,  David  B. 
McMehan,  Edward  L.  Webb,  Benjamin  M.  Smith,  Hobart  H.  Reed, 
Ernest  L.  Burrell,  John  S.  Ziegler,  George  A.  Wharton,  Will  H.  Titus, 
Walter  H.  Chamberlin,  William  D.  Clark,  Ferdinand  Bunte,  John  S. 
Lawson,  William  J.  Lukens,  Hervey  E.  Keeler,  Allan  S.  Wallace, 
Charles  A.  Wetzel,  Louis  Gerner,  James  D.  Williamson,  Thomas  F. 
Easter,  Andrew  F.  Torkilson,  Marcus  W.  Rnss,  Edmund  F.  Gerner, 
William  A.  Hinners,  Wilmot  W.  Corner,  Robert  C.  Bennett,  William 
S.  Antis,  Charles  A.  Birney,  Gustavus  H.  Baumer,  AVilliam  Jenkins, 
William  B.  Carpenter,  James  Mackay,  James  F.  Pratt,  Clayton  Earl 
Gamet,  Theodore  W.  Bunte. 

The  dispensation  for  this  lodge  is  dated  October  12,  A.D.,  1895. 
The  record  of  the  institution  and  all  the  subsequent  proceedings  of 
this  lodge  is  a  model  of  neatness,  accuracy,  and  legal  formality 
which  many  others  might  profitably,  follow,  and  your  committee 
take  pleasure  in  recommending  that  a  charter  be  granted  to  this 
lodge  as  "Park  Lodge  No.  843." 
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HOPEWELL   LODGE. 

This  ]o(l<>e  is  located  at  Hope,  in  Vermilion  county,  111.,  and  the 
dispensation  is  dated  October  30,  189;").  Its  record  of  work  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Petitions  received 9 

Elected 9 

Initiated 9 

Passed 9 

Raised 9 

No.  signing  for  dispensation iS 

Total  membership 22 

Charter  Memherx:  — Mervin  S.  Campbell,  Orin  A.  Rice,  William 
W.  R.  Ludwig-,  John  Cessna,  John  E.  Smith,  William  Y.  Ludwig, 
Lemuel  E.  Cessna,  Hugh  V.  Davidson,  Willis  Scott,  Albert  Kohler, 
George  Burk,  Jesse  Blew,  John  J.  Morgan,  Amos  M.  Luman,  Thomas 
Rogers,  Fred  M.  Thomas,  Gus.  Kohler,  Herman  G.  Friedrich,  Melvin 
S.  Farnsworth,  Prank  Mead,  Henr3^  F.  Hibler,  Charles  S.  Thompson. 

If  the  state  of  the  record  of  this  lodge  was  the  fault  of  the  mem- 
bership your  committee  would  not  feel  justified  in  recommending  a 
charter.  So  far  as  the  record  shows,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  lodge  was 
ever  properly  instituted  at  its  beginning.  The  character  of  the  re- 
port of  Investigating  Committee  is  spread  upon  the  records,  contrary 
to  section  2,  Art.  XIII,  Part  II,  Grand  Lodge  By-laws;  the  names 
of  the  committees  to  whom  petitions  for  the  degrees  were  referred 
are  omitted  from  the  record;  and  none  of  the  candidates  appear  to 
have  been  recommended  by  three  Master  Masons,  members  of  this 
lodge.  Three  candidates  appear  to  have  been  balloted  for,  elected, 
and  the  E.A.  degree  conferred  upon  them  altogether  instead  of  sep- 
arately, as  required  by  section  2,  Art.  XIV,  and  section  .3,  Art.  XVIII, 
Part  II,  Grand  Lodge  By-laws. 

In  some  cases  the  record  at  its  beginning  states  "all  officers  pres- 
ent" instead  of  naming  the  officers  and  giving  their  titles,  and  also 
fails  to  state  that  a  lodge  was  "opened  in  form"'  or  upon  what  degree, 
or  otherwise;  and  it  appears  to  have  been  the  general  practice  to 
examine  Entered  Apprentices,  as  to  proficiency,  in  F.C.  Lodges  and 
Fellow  Crafts  in  M.M.  Lodges. 

We  are  inclined  to  ascribe  these  serious  errors  to  the  inexperience 
or  carelessness  of  the  secretary,  as  the  certificate  of  qualifications 
of  the  three  principal  officers  accompanying  the  petition  for  the  dis- 
pensation precludes  the  idea  that  they  would  suffer  such  irregulari- 
ties in  their  work;  and  therefore,  after  admonishing  them  to  exercise 
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more  care  in  making"  up  their  records  in  the  future,  we  recommend 
that  a  charter  be  granted  to  this  lodge  as  "Hopewell  Lodge  No.  844."' 


MARTINTON   LODGE, 

Located  at  Martinton,  Iroquois  county,  111.     Dispensation  dated  De- 
cember 24,  A.D.  1895,  and  the  record  of  its  work  is  as  follows: 

Petitions  received 6 

Elected 5 

Not  acted  upon 1 

Initiated 5 

Passed 5 

Raised 5 

Named  in  Dispensation 9 

Total  membership 14 

Charter  Members: — C.  H.  Edison,  S.  W.  Peebles,  S.  S.  Thomas,  A.  O. 
Edison,  S.  S.  Peebles,  A.  C.  Behlke,  C.  J.  Simmons,  Georg-e  W.  Bun- 
ker, S.  L.  Miller,  Samuel  Pilotte,  Thomas  McSorley,  W.  J.  Webb, 
Charles  Petit. 

We  find  the  record,  proceedings,  and  by-laws  substantially  cor- 
rect, and  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted  this  lodg'e  as  "'Mar- 
tinton Lodge  No.  845." 


BLUFF   LODGE 

Is  located  at  Bluffs,  Scott  county,  111.     Dispensation  is  dated  March 
3,  A.  D.  189G,  audits  returns  show  the  following  work,  viz: 

Petitions  received 2 

Elected 2 

Initiated 2 

Passed 2 

Raised 2 

Named  in  dispensation ....         11 

Total  membership 13 

Charter  Ifenibers: — Frank  Linkins,  John  M.  Davis,  Herman  C.  Fin- 
ney, McClelland  Miley,  S.  R.  Clark,  H.  M.  Fuson,  W.  W.  Carver,  J.  E. 
Arundel,  Franklin  C.  Funk,  S.  M.  Borum,  James  Hamilton,  Emory 
Beird,  Charles  A.  House. 

We  find  the  returns,  record,  by-laws  and  proceedings  substantially 
correct,  and  recommend  that  a  charter  be  granted  this  lodge  as 
Bluffs  Lodge  No.  846. 
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STRONGHURST   LODGE, 

Located  at  Stronyhurst,  Henderson  county,  Illinois.     Dispensation  is 
dated  May  7,  1896,  and  the  returns  show  the  following  work,  viz; 

Petitions  received 5 

Elected 4 

Rejected 1 

Initiated 4 

Passed 2 

Raised 2 

Named  in  dispensation 23 

Not  named  in  dispensation 2 

Total  membership 27 

Charter  Members: — Geo.  T.  Chant,  R.  L.  Taylor,  Isaac  F.  Harter, 
L.  M.  Loomis,  T.  J.  Hunter,  A.  W.  Aplin,  Fred.  Bowen,  Joseph  At- 
water,  Geo.  A.  Curry,  S.  E.  Steele,  Jay  H.  Foote,  Warren  Bowen,  David 
Dobbin,  R.  B.  Miller,  Nelson  Lewis.  S.  D.  Parsons,  Peter  Groome,  C.  E. 
Drew,  Ira  Putney,  Geo.  H.  Butler,  Edward  Doty,  T.  F.  Woodside,  Lee 
W.  Shaw,  Charles  W.  Dougherty,  Charles  R.  Kaiser,  Matthew  Huston, 
E.  E.  Taylor. 

We  find  the  record,  proceedings,  by-laws  and  returns  of  this 
lodge  are  substantially  correct,  and  recommend  that  a  charter  be 
granted  this  lodge  as  Stronghurst  Lodge  No.  847. 

Fraternally  and  respectfully  submitted, 

C.  H.  PATTON, 
C.  J.  REUTER, 
S.  S.  CHANCE, 
H.  C.  MITCHELL, 
DANIEL  J.  AVERY, 

Committee. 

EESOLUTION-By  W.  Bro.  G.  W.  Johnson. 
The  Grand  Secretary  read  the  following'  resolution,  pre- 
sented by  the  representative  of  Mississippi  Lodge  No.  885, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence: 

Whereas,  The  evergreen  planted  at  the  head  of  the  grave  of  a 
Mason  is  recognized  as  beautifully  figurative  of  immortal  life,  and  is 
associated  with  much  that  is  suggestive  to  the  mind  of  every  Mason; 
therefore,  be  it 

Eesolved,  That  it  is  the  wish  of  Mississippi  Lodge  No.  385,  A.  P.  and 
A.  M.,  that  the  following  resolution  be  presented  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
at  its  next  annual  session,  for  adoption  as  part  of  the  burial  ritual  of 
the  Fraternity. 
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Besolved,  That  hereafter  an  evergreen  trep  shall  be  planted  at  the 
head  of  the  grave  of  all  Masons  buried  with  Masonic  ceremonies,  and 
that  it  shall  become  the  duty  of  the  several  lodges,  to  see  that  they 
live  and  flourish,  as  emblematical  of  the  "acacia  sprig,"  and  an  ever- 
green token  of  immortal  life. 

AMENDMENT— To  By-laws,  Adopted. 

M.W.  Bro.  DeWitt  C.  Cregier  called  up  the  following' 
amendment  to  the  Grand  Lodge  By-laws,  proposed  last 
year,  and  moved  its  adoption,  which  was  carried  unani- 
mously: 

Art.  XXXII,  Part  II,  Sec.  7.  No  Mason  shall  give  the  Masonic 
name  to  any  business  concern,  association,  or  calling  organized  or 
prosecuted  for  profit  or  for  a  livelihood.  No  Mason  shall  use  or  be  a 
party  to  the  using  of  the  Masonic  name  as  a  part  of  the  style  and 
title  or  designation  of  any  business  firm,  concern,  company,  associa- 
tion, or  enterprise,  unless  such  business  shall  be  the  printing  or  pub- 
lishing of  Masonic  books,  papers,  or  periodicals,  or  the  manufacture 
and  sale  of  Masonic  supplies. 

AMENDMENT— To  By-Laws,  Proposed. 

R.W.  Bro.  John  B.  Pithian  presented  the  following 
amendment  to  Art.  6,  Sec.  4,  Part  I,  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
By-laws,  and  it  being  seconded  by  more  than  twenty  Repre- 
sentatives, lies  over  until  next  year.  The  section  when 
amended  will  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  For  the  due  performance  of  the  duties  hereinbefore  pre- 
scribed, and  for  his  deputy,  and  all  necessary  clerk  hire  and  office 
rent,  the  Grand  Secretary  shall  receive,  as  full  compensation,  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  payable  monthly;  Provided, 
That  for  payment  of  sums  actually  expended  for  postage,  express 
charges,  and  incidental  official  expenses,  the  Grand  Lodge  may  make 
appropriations,  upon  presentation  of  itemized  bills,  approved  by  the 
Auditing  or  Finance  Committee. 

MOTION— Amount  of  Bond. 

M.W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  moved  to  fix  the  bonds  of 
Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  at  |30,000  each. 
Motion  carried. 
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EESOLUTION. 
M.W.  Bro.  Joseph  Robbins  presented  the  following  reso- 
lution, whicli,  on  motion,  was  adopted: 

lic.^olvcd,  That  paragraph  3,  section  11,  Art.  IX,  Part  I,  of  the  By- 
laws shall  be  construed  to  require  the  return  to  the  Grand  Secre- 
tary of  such  material  only  as  may  be  required  to  make  and  keep  the 
archives  of  his  office  complete. 

ANNOUNOEMENT-of  Election. 

The  tellers  having  collected  and  counted  the  several 
ballots,  reported  that  the  following  named  brethren  had 
received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast: 

Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 
Edward  Cook,  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
Chas.  F.  Hitchcock,  Senior  Grand  Warden. 
Geo.  M.  Moulton,  Junior  Grand  Wardon. 
Wiley  M.  Egan,  Grand  Treasurer. 
J.  H.  C.  Dill,  Grand  Secretary. 

REMAEKS-Of  R.W.  Bro.  W.  H.  Milburn. 

At  the  request  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  Grand  Chap- 
lain addressed  the  Grand  Lodg'e.  His  remarl^s  were  as 
folloAvs: 

Bro.  Grand  blaster  and  Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge: 

It  is  an  unspeakable  pleasure  to  be  with  you  in  your  session  to- 
day, to  meet  such  a  vast  bod}^  of  noble,  earnest,  and  ardent  men 
engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  the  noble  work  of  human  love,  the  in- 
crease of  good  will  and  brotherly  kindness  among  all  sons  of  light. 
The  building  up  of  character,  the  enlargement  of  the  noblest  ele- 
ments which  constitute  our  human  nature,  redeeming  it  from  its  gross- 
riess,  its  sordidness,  sensuality,  and  selfishness,  and  bringing  it  more 
into  harmony  with  the  laws  of  the  universe  and  into  fuller  fellowship 
with  Him  who  is  the  grand  builder  of  all  things,  who  has  called  us 
and  consecrated  us  to  the  high  and  noble  office,  to  be  his  sons,  to  be 
brethren  and  redeemers  of  the  human  race:  and  so  I  commend  you  to 
His  care  and  loving  kindness  and  the  loving  kindness  and  tender 
sympathy,  one  with  another,  and  to  the  enlargement  of  our  hearts 
and  the  elevation  of  our  lives  to  that  glorious  elevation  where  we 
shall  see  as  we  are  seen  and  know  as  we  are  known.     We  are  look- 


1896.]  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois.  61 

ing-  just  now,  as  through  a  glass  darkly,  catching  merely  little 
imag'es,  the  dim  reflection,  as  in  an  imperfect  mirror,  of  the  things 
and  hopes  which  are  about  us.  There  is  nothing  that  purges  a 
man's  eye  and  clarifies  his  vision  and  ennobles  his  nature  like 
love;  love  is  the  heat  of  the  sun;  you  have  a  light  in  winter  time 
as  brilliant  from  the  sun  as  in  the  summer,  but  there  is  no  pulse 
nor  throb  of  life,  there  is  no  atom  of  germination  or  fructification 
during  the  winter,  a  light  of  warmth,  of  genial  rays.  The  heat 
of  the  sun  comes  with  the  light;  the  light  itself  is  darkened  because 
it  receives  vitality  from  the  heat;  and  so  I  care  not  what  man's  in- 
tellectual power  may  be,  what  the  breadth  of  his  energy  may  be, 
what  the  state  of  the  brilliancy  of  his  genius  may  be,  if  he  be  a 
selfish  man  his  genius  is  beclouded,  his  intellectual  power  is  narrowed, 
he  degenerates  in  the  scale  of  being;  but  let  his  genius  and  intellec- 
tual power  be  uot  only  illuminated  and  cultivated  but  vivified  by  the 
action  of  love,  and  all  his  force  is  increased  a  hundred  fold,  he  comes 
nearer  to  God  and  God  comes  nearer  to  him.  So  let  this  be  the  aim, 
the  hope,  the  goal  of  every  Mason.  It  is  the  spirit  of  our  institu- 
tion, and  no  man  does  his  duty  to  this  noble  order,  nor  to  himself, 
unless  he  j-ields  himself  to  this  consecration  and  devotes  himself  to 
this  high  work.     The  Lord  God  bless  you  every  one. 


CALLED  orr. 

At  1  o'clock  p.  m.  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  la- 
bor to  refreshment  until  9  o'clock  Wednesday  morning. 
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SECOND  DAY— Morning  Session. 

Wednesday,  October  7,  A.  L.  5896.  ) 
9  o'clock  a.  m.  \ 

The  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor 
by  the  M.W.  Grand  Master.  Grand  Officers  and  Represent- 
atives same  as  preceding  day. 

R.W.  Bro.  Cicero  J.  Lindley  presented  the  following  res- 
olution which,  on  motion,  was  adopted: 

Besolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Masons  of  the 
state  of  Illinois,  assembled,  that  the  Grand  Master  shall  not  succeed 
himself  in  office. 


REPOKT— Committee  on  Petitions. 

R.W.  Bro.  C.  M.  Porman  submitted  the  following  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Petitions,  which  was,  on  motion, 
adopted: 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &  A.  M.: 

Your  Committee  on  Petitions  having  carefully  examined  into  the 
several  matters  to  the  said  committee  referred,  would  most  respect- 
fully and  fraternally  report  as  follows: 

No.  1.  Petition  for  restoration  of  -John  W.  Frazier,  expelled  by 
Stratton  Lodge  No.  408.  The  petition  is  in  regular  form  and  the  com- 
mittee recommends  the  restoration  of  the  said  petitioner. 

No.  2.  Petition  of  Peter  C.  Wood  for  restoration.  Petitioner  was 
expelled  by  Donnellson  Lodge  No.  255.  His  lodge  petitions  for  his  res- 
toration, and  your  committee  concurs  therein. 

No.  3.  Petition  of  Joseph  H.  Cox  for  restoration,  expelled  by  Sun- 
beam Lodge  No.  428.  Petitioner  now  resides  at  Pawnee,  O.  T.,  and 
prays  to  be  restored  to  good  standing  in  the  Fraternity.  The  said 
Sunbeam  Lodge  by  unanimous  vote  requests  this  Grand  Lodge  to  grant 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  your  committee  also  so  recommends- 

No.  4.  Petition  for  restoration  of  P.  H.  McClellan,  expelled  by 
Waubansia  Lodge  No.  160.  The  necessary  number  of  the  members  of 
said  lodge  having  joined  in  the  said  petition,  your  committee  concurs 
in  the  same. 
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No.  5.  Petition  of  Adam  A.  Curry  for  restoration,  expelled  by 
Wataga  Lodge  No.  291.  The  lodge  by  unanimous  vote  asks  the  Grand 
Lodge  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  and  your  committee  favor- 
ably reports  thereon. 

No.  6.  Petition  of  Reisden  E.  Reeves  for  restoration,  suspended 
by  Galesburg  Lodge  No.  372.  This  lodge  is  now  defunct.  The  peti- 
tioner was,  on  August  20,  1894,  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
which  amount  due  at  that  time  has  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
Grand  Secretary  of  this  Grand  Lodge  as  appears  from  the  certificate 
by  him  issued,  and  the  officers  of  Albia  Lodge  No.  505,  of  Albia,  Iowa, 
where  Bro.  Reeves  now  resides  having  petitioned  this  Grand  Lodge 
for  the  restoration  of  the  petitioner,  j'our  committee  joins  in  the  said 
request. 

No.  7.  Petition  of  Jasper  N.  Fitswater  for  rastoration,  expelled 
from  Cairo  Lodge,  No.  237.  The  said  lodge  recommends  the  restora- 
tion of  the  said  brother,  and  your  committee  concurs  in  the  same. 

No.  8.  Petition  of  Samuel  H.  Hood  for  restoration,  expelled  by 
Moscow  Lodge  No.  457.  The  petition  is  accompanied  by  a  recommen- 
dation of  the  said  lodge,  and  your  committee  joins  in  said  recom- 
mendation. 

No.  9.  Petition  of  .John  Classen,  for  restoration,  expelled  by  Full 
Moon  Lodge  No.  441.  Your  committee  finds  the  papers  in  this  case 
are  in  proper  shape,  and  recommends  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner be  granted. 

No.  10.  Petition  for  restoration  of  Neal  Glass,  expelled  by  Cam- 
bridge Lodge  No.  49.  The  members  of  the  said  lodge  when  the  said 
petition  was  acted  upon  having  voted  unanimously  favorably  to  the 
granting  of  the  petition,  your  committee  so  recommends. 

No.  11.  Petition  of  D.  W.  King  for  restoration,  expelled  by  Camb- 
den  Lodge  No.  648.  The  petitioner  was  expelled  by  said  lodge  for 
having  defrauded  two  brother  Master  Masons.  The  papers  show  that 
the  petitioner,  now  residing  at  Weir,  Kansas,  has  refunded  to  said 
brothers  the  amount  so  borrowed,  though  not  compelled  to  do  so  by 
law,  and  the  lodge  having  by  vote  of  fifteen  out  of  nineteen  members 
present  having  recommended  his  restoration  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  Masonry,  your  committee,  after  duly  considering  the 
facts  as  indicated  from  the  papers  in  the  case,  would  recommend  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  granted. 

No.  12.  Petition  for  restoration  of  John  J.  Madden,  expelled  by 
Farmers'  Lodge  No.  232.  The  petition  bears  date  of  August  16,  1894. 
A  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  said  lodge  accompanies  the  pe- 
tition bearing  date  of  October  30,  1895,  or  more  than  one  year  subse- 
quent to  the  date  of  the  petition.     The   secretary  states  that    the 
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petition  was  "acted  on  and  carried,  all  the  resident  members  having 
been  notified."  It  does  not  appear,  however,  how  many  members 
were  present,  how  many  voted  in  the  affirmative  and  how  many  in  the 
negative,  or  whether  the  action  of  the  lodge  was  had  at  a  stated  or 
special  communication;  neither  is  the  letter  or  certificate  under  the 
seal  of  the  lodge.  Your  committee  is  therefore  unable  to  determine 
whether  the  action  of  this  lodge  is  regular,  and  deems  it  advisable 
to  ref Qr  this  case  to  the  said  Farmers'  Lodge  No.  232,  for  a  compli- 
ance with  the  Grand  Lodge  By-Laws  relating  thereto. 

No.  13.  Petition  for  restoration  of  Vincence  Sezembsky,  formerly  a 
member  of  Constantia  Lodge  No.  783,  expelled  by  this  Grand  Lodge  at 
its  last  annual  communication.  This  petition  is  made  by  the  said 
Constantia  Lodge,  and  is  accompanied  by  a  copy,  properly  verified,  of 
a  resolution  unanimously  passed  at  a  regular  communication  of  said 
Constantia  Lodge,  in  which  resolution  issue  is  taken  with  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  its  reversal  of  the  action  of  the  said  Constantia  Lodge,  which 
upon  a  trial  acquitted  the  accused.  Also  declaring  the  belief  of  the 
members  of  the  said  lodge  in  the  innocence  of  the  accused,  he  hav- 
ing denied  the  offense  charged  under  oath  and  upon  his  honor  as  a 
Master  Mason,  which  resolution  impugned  this  Grand  Lodge,  or  the 
committee  thereof,  of  having  acted  on  evidence  of  "such  inherent 
improbability  as  to  be  unworthy  of  credit."  The  resolution  concludes 
with  a  declaration  of  the  members  of  the  said  lodge  of  their  high 
opinion  of  the  accused,  and  bear  witness  of  a  long  acquaintance  with 
him,  of  a  life  "uniformly  upright  and  exemplary  in  every  particular." 
The  petition  is  signed  by  sixty-six  (66)  of  the  members  of  the  said 
Constantia  Lodge,  out  of  a  total  membership  of  seventy-four  (74). 
Accompanying  the  petition  is  also  one  by  Waldeck  Lodge  No.  674, 
joining  in  the  request  for  the  restoration  of  the  accused,  which  latter 
petition  is  signed  by  a  part  of  the  officers  and  members  of  the  said 
Waldeck  Lodge.  All  of  which  constitute  a  strong  appeal  to  your 
committee  to  recommend  to  this  Grand  Lodge  the  restoration  of  the 
said  Vincenz  Sezembski.  Your  committee,  however,  has  given  this 
matter  a  most  careful  consideration.  It  finds  that  your  Committee 
on  Appeals  and  Grievances  did  at  the  last  annual  communication  of 
this  Grand  Lodge  give  to  this  case  a  thorough  investigation;  that 
after  a  full  hearing  of  the  facts  and  the  evidence  relating  thereto, 
the  written  part  of  which  is  very  voluminous,  the  said  committee 
reversed  the  decision  of  the  said  Constantia  Lodge,  in  its  declaration 
of  the  innocence  of  the  accused,  and  meted  out  to  him  that  punish- 
ment that,  in  their  judgment,  was  just  and  proper.  Your  committee, 
while  it  earnestly  desires  to  do  justice  to  every  Mason  in  this  grand 
jurisdiction  and  would  not  knowingly  and  intentionally  withhold  from 
him  any  of  his  Masonic  rights,  yet  in  justice  to  the  fifty-two  thousand 
Masons  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  in  order  to  ever  maintain  the  high 
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dignity  of  the  Craft,  we  cannot  recommend  a  reversal  of  the  decision 
of  the  committee  in  this  case,  or  to  set  aside  the  action  of  the  Grand 
Lodge,  and  would  therefore  recommend  to  this  Grand  Lodge  a  non- 
compliance with  the  praj'er  of  the  petition. 

All  of  which  is  most  fraternally  submitted, 

C.  M.  FORMAN, 

A.  W.  BLAKESLEY, 

T.  M.  GROSSMAN. 

Committee. 

R.W.  Bro.  Wm.  E.  Ginther  called  up  the  amendments  to 
sec.  2,  art.  11,  part  2;  sec.  2,  art.  12,  part  2;  sec.  3.  art.  12, 
part  2;  sees.  6  and  7,  art.  13,  part  2;  sec.  1,  art.  15,  part  2;  and 
sec.  5,  art.  15,  part  2.  Grand  Lodge  By-laws,  proposed  last 
year,  and  moved  their  adoption.  After  a  full  discussion  the 
amendments  were  rejected. 

M.W.  Bro.  J.  C.  Smith  moved  that  Pana  Lodge  No.  226, 
El  Paso  Lodge  No.  246,  Mt.  Erie  Lodge  No.  331,  Kendrick 
Lodge  No.  430,  Miles  Hart  Lodge  No.  595,  having  paid  their 
dues  after  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  By-laws, 
the  Representatives  of  these  lodges  be  admitted  and  be  en- 
titled to  mileage  and  per  diem,  which,  on  motion  was  car- 
ried. 

EESOLUTION— By  M.W.  Bro,  DeWitt  0.  Oregier. 

The  following  resolution  was  introduced  by  M.W.  Bro. 
D.  C.  Cregier,  and  on  motion,  was  adopted: 

Eesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Correspondence  be,  and 
is  hereby  instructed,  to  prepare,  in  alphabetical  order,  the  name  and 
location  of  all  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Craft  Masonry  in  the  world  which 
are  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  Illinois  as  regularly 
and  legitimate!}'  exercising  Masonic  authority,  in  their  respective 
jurisdictions,  and  be  it  further 

Eesolved,  That  in  conjunction  therewith  that  same  Committee  pre- 
pare, in  like  manner,  a  list  of  the  names  and  location  of  all  alleged 
Grand  Lodges  or  other  bodies  or  association  of  persons  pretending  to 
exercise  Masonic  authority  over,  or  the  government  of.  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry,  in  anj^  empire,  dominion,  or  country  in  the  world,  together 
with  the  information  that  no  person  or  persons  claiming  to  hail  from 
or  to  be  identified  with  such  bodies  or  associations  is  or  are  wholly  in- 


66                                    Proceedings  of  the  [Oct.  7, 

eligible  to  the  pvivHecie  of  visitation  to  any  lodge  under  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  Grand  Lodge. 

Rewlved  Further,  That  the  Grand  Secretary  is  ordered  to  have 
printed,  in  convenient  form  for  ready  reference,  the  lists  herein  pro- 
posed, and  transmit  a  copy  thereof  to  each  and  every  lodge  in  the 
state  of  Illinois  with  an  abstract  of  our  laws  and  regulations  apper- 
taining to  visitation. 


INVITATION-To  Visit  Garden  City  Lodge  'So.  141. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  an  invitation  from  Garden 
City  Lodge  No.  141,  to  visit  their  lodge  Wednesday  evening- 
to  witness  work  in  the  third  degree. 

OEATION. 
By  R.W.  Bro.  Adlai  E.  Stevenson,  Grand  Orator. 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  Brethren: 

I  am  deeply  impressed  by  this  august  presence.  I  count  it  indeed 
high  privilege,  upon  an  occasion  so  fraught  with  interest,  to  be  per- 
mitted to  address  the  chosen  representatives  of  more  than  fifty  thou- 
sand Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

My  words  are  to  those  who  sit  in  high  places;  who  bear  lawful 
authority  in  the  seven  hundred  lodges  that  make  up  the  Masonic  jur- 
isdiction of  this  great  commonwealth — 

"To  you  who  hold  a  nobler  office  upon  earth 
Than  arms,  or  power  of  brains,  or  birth. 
Could  give'the  warrior  kings  of  old." 

And  what  shall  I  say,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  of  the  won- 
derful Brotherhood,  whose  honored  representatives  are  now  gathered 
about  me.  Need  I  speak  of  its  origin, — of  its  antiquity, — of  its  histor}'? 
When  and  where  it  first  had  its  being,  we  may  not  know.  But  who 
can  doubt  that  in  the  shadowy  past,  in  an  age  when  history  was  yet 
unborn,  ''in  low  vales,  and  upon  high  mountain  tops,"  its  mystic  rites 
were  practiced. 

^^ Anno  Domini''  are  the  significant  words  of  Christendom — repre- 
senting the  masterful  period  whence  events  find  date  in  our  calendar. 
And  yet,  this  Fraternity,  not  then  in  its  infancy,  witnessed  the  com" 
ing  of  Him  "who  spake  as  never  man  spake  before."  In  the  w^ords  of 
an  eloquent  brother,  "this  Fraternity  was  old  when  the  soldiers  of 
Caesar  landed  on  the  shores  of  Britain;  old  when  Alexander  carried 
the  civilization  of  Asia  to  Europe.     It  antedated  Rome  and  Athens, 
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the  years  of  Confucius.  Buddha,  David,  and  Solomon.  And  who  can 
know  but  the  Grand  Master  of  the  long^  ago  may  have  tested  with 
plumb  and  level  the  foundation  stones  of  the  Pyramids':"' 

While  this  continent  was  yet  untrod  by  the  foot  of  civilized  man, 
Freemasonry  had  an  existence.  When  that  mighty  army,  gathered 
from  all  parts  of  civilized  Europe,  marshaled  under  princes  and  kings, 
started  upon  its  first  crusade  to  the  Eastward  there  marched  in  its 
van  chivalrous  knights  from  the  temple,  to  assist  in  reclaiming  the 
tomb  of  the  Savior  from  the  profane  touch  of  the  Saracen.  This 
institution  has  witnessed  the  rise  and  fall  of  many  of  the  once  mighty 
kingdoms  of  the  earth.  It  has  seen  nations  perish,  and  their  memory 
lost  to  history.  The  very  marble  erected  to  perpetuate  the  memory 
of  the  illustrious  sages  and  warriors  of  antiquity  has  crumbled  to 
dust;  the  names  it  sought  to  rescue  from  oblivion  are  forever  lost  in 
the  shadows.  But  this  Order,  despite  the  ravages  of  time,  has  come 
down  to  us  through  a  long  succession  nof  ages,  with  its  signs  and  its 
symbols,  its  significant  ceremonies,  its  creed  of  universal  brotherhood, 
all  unimpaired. 

What  of  its  history?  Wherever  civilization,  in  any  of  its  phases, 
has  found  an  abiding  place,  there  has  Freemasonry  erected  its  altars. 
Following  close  in  the  wake  of  civilization,  even  in  its  crudest  form, 
it  has  come  down  the  ages,  the  witness  of  the  mightiest  events  known 
to  history. 

Masonic  anniversaries  recall  no  memories  of  war — of  bloody  strife. 
No  orphans'  tears  are  mingled  with  its  festivities.  Their  approach  is 
along  the  gentle  pathway  of  peace. 

The  Masonic  Order  is  eminently  conservative.  It  is  antagonistic 
to  whatever  would  needlessly  overturn  or  destroy  existing  institu- 
tions. Marshaled  under  no  party  banner,  advocating  no  party  policy, 
and  as  such  the  adherent  of  no  particular  form  of  government,  it  has 
during  the  rolling  centuries  been  a  potent  agency  in  compassing  the 
welfare  of  the  state.  In  all  countries  and  times  it  has  numbered 
among  its  adherents,  the  representatives  of  whatever  was  best  in  the 
existing  civilizations.  At  all  periods  its  membership  has  included 
advanced  advocates  of  social  order,  of  stable  government,  of  religious 
toleration. 

"America  is  the  child  and  heir  of  all  the  ages."  In  our  colonial 
days,  an  invaluable  inheritance  from  our  English-speaking  ancestors 
across  the  sea  was  the  institution  of  Freemasonry. 

It  was  Wendell  Phillips  who  said:  "Races  love  to  be  tried  in  two 
ways — first,  by  the  great  men  they  produce;  second,  by  the  average 
merit  of  the  mass  of  the  race."  Tested  by  this  rule,  and  what  shall 
be  the  judgment  of  the  great  arbiter  as  to  the  institution  of  Free- 
masonry, since  its  first  altar  was  builded  in  the  Western  world?  In 
how  far  have  its  principles,  its  tenets,  become  a  part  of  the  civiliza- 
tion which  foi*two  centuries  has  illumined  every  page  of  American 
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history?  Tested  thus,  and  what  of  the  individual,  what  of  the  mass, 
in  the  famous  land  that  was  the  dream  of  Columbus? 

It  is  said  that  in  A'enice  there  is  sacredly  preserved  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  Culumbus,  a  few  hours  before  he  sailed  from  Palos.  With 
reverent  expression  of  trust  in  God — humbly  but  with  unfaltering 
faith— he  spoke  of  his  past  voj-age  to  "that  famous  land.'"  He  builded 
wiser  than  he  knew.  His  dream,  while  a  suppliant  in  the  outer 
chamber  of  kings,  and  while  keeping  lonely  vigil  upon  the  deep,  was 
the  discovery  of  a  new  pathway  to  the  Indies.  Yet,  who  can  doubt  that 
to  his  prophetic  soul  was  even  then  foreshadowed  something  of  "that 
famous  land,"  with  whose  history,  tradition  and  song  his  name  and 
fame  are  linked  for  all  time.  Was  it  Mr.  Winthrop  who  said  of 
Columbus  and  his  compeers:  "The}'  were  the  pioneers  in  the  march 
of  independence,  the  precursors  in  the  only  progress  of  freedom, 
which  was  to  have  no  backVard  step."  In  the  modest  words  of  the 
great  navigator,  he  only  "opened  the  gates,"  and  lo,  there  came  in 
the  builders  of  a  new  and  mighty  nation. 

How  significant  the  words  "the  builders."  Was  it  Mirabeau  who 
said  "words  are  things?"  In  God's  own  time,  brave  men  and  women, 
of  our  own  language  and  blood,  following  the  pathway  of  the  great 
navigator,  set  sail  for  "that  famous  land."  The  Puritan  landed  at 
Plymouth,  the  Cavalier  at  Jamestown.  Then  followed  the  struggle 
with  the  untamed  forces  of  nature,  with  savage  beasts,  and  yet  more 
savage  men.  Then  the  public  defences  were  set  up;  then  were  builded 
the  rude  temples  of  learning  and  of  worship,  and  in  time  the  first  Ma- 
sonic altars  were  erected. 

It  were  a  needless  task  to  tell  how,  with  the  historic  spots  I  have 
mentioned  as  starting  points,  a  continent  was  reclaimed  and  peopled; 
how,  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  the  streams  of  population  steadily 
flowed  to  the  great  central  valle}-,  and  to  the  western  limits  of  the 
continent.  Is  it  too  much  to  say  that  the  institution  of  Freemasonry 
has  proved  a  potent  co-worker  with  schoolhouse  and  church  in  the 
wonderful  achievements  that  constitute  the  warp  and  woof  of  our 
civilization? 

Tested  again,  by  the  rule  I  have  indicated,  what  of  the  individual 
member,  and  what  of  the  institution?  In  the  brief  time  allotted,  I 
could  hardly  name  the  illustrious  brothers  of  our  craft  who  have 
been  such  potent  factors  in  the  work  of  building  a  nation.  Two 
names,  illustrious  for  all  time — the  one  of  Puritan,  the  other  of 
cavalier  descent — stand  in  bold  outline  upon  the  pages  of  history. 
The  monument  at  Bunker  Hill  will  serve  to  remind  the  on-coming 
generations  of  the  courage,  the  lofty  patriotism,  of  Joseph  Warren, 
the  first  Grand  Master  of  Massachusetts;  illustrious  as  a  soldier,  no 
less  illustrious  as  a  Freemason.  No  monument  is  needed  to  recall  to 
future  ages  the  nkme  of  Washington.  And  yet  this,  the  greatest 
of  men,  after  having  by  his  sword  achieved  indepentlence   for  his 
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countr\^  and  later,  by  wise  counsels,  aided  in  formulating-  the  great 
compact,  which  for  more  than  a  hundred  years  has  held  states  and 
people  in  bond  indissoluble;  Washington,  after  laying  down  the  great 
office  to  which  he  had  twice  been  elevated  by  his  grateful  countrymen, 
thought  it  derogated  nothing  from  his  greatness  and  dignity,  to  wear 
the  insignia,  and  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  a  lodge  of  Freema- 
sons. On  the  18th  of  September,  1793,  the  corner-stone  of  our  national 
capitol  waslaid,as  the  old  cronicle  reads,"by  our  Worshipful  Brother, 
George  Washington,"  wearing  the  sash  and  the  apron  that  had  been 
wrought  by  the  hands  of  the  wife  of  the  eminent  patriot  and  Freema- 
son, the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  Truly,  Warren,  Franklin,  Washing- 
ton, Lafayette,  are  names  to  conjure  with.  What  Mason  does  not 
glory  in  such  kinship? 

During  the  early  manhood  of  some  who  now  hear  me,  there  yet 
dwelt  within  the  borders  of  this  commonwealth,  survivors  of  the  noble 
band,  who  at  Tippecanoe  had  achieved  final  victory  over  the  fierce 
savage  and  his  allies — thus  securing  for  all  time  to  the  hearthstone 
of  the  frontiersman  safety  and  peace.  A  splendid  county  in  Illinois 
will  bear  to  future  ages  the  honored  name  of  one  of  the  knightliest 
of  the  fallen  heroes  of  that  dread  conflict — Colonel  .Jo  Daviess,  illus- 
trious as  statesman  and  soldier,  equally  illustrious  as  Grand  Master  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky. 

There  are  yet  living  honored  members  of  the  Fraternity,  who  re- 
member something  of  the  fierce  excitement  that  more  than  sixty 
years  ago  swept  over  many  portions  of  our  country.  A  candidate  for 
the  presidency  of  the  United  States  was  supported  upon  the  single 
issue  of  deadly  hostility  to  Freemasonry.  With  pride  we  recall  the 
historic  fact  that  the  respective  leaders  of  the  two  great  political 
parties  then  in  existence,  Henry  Clay  and  Andrew  Jackson,  had  each 
in  his  adopted  state  held  the  high  office  of  Grand  Master  of  Masons. 

The  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  chant  the  eternal  requiem  of  Doug- 
las— "great  in  life,  greater  yet  in  death"— more  than  fifty  years  ago 
the  Grand  Orator  of  this  jurisdiction.  To  such  men  there  is  no  death. 
"To  live  in  hearts  we  leave  behind,  is  not  to  die." 

In  his  wonderful  essay  upon  Bacon,  Macaulay  thus  arraigns  the 
philosophy  of  Aristotle:  '"Suppose  that  Justinian,  when  he  closed  the 
schools  of  Athens,  had  called  on  the  last  few  sages,  who  still  haunted 
the  portico,  and  lingered  around  the  ancient  plane  trees,  to  show 
their  title  to  public  veneration;  suppose  he  had  said:  'A  thousand 
years  have  elapsed  since  in  this  famous  city  Socrates  posed  Protagoras 
and  Hippias;  during  this  thousand  years  the  large  proportion  of  the 
ablest  men  of  every  generation  has  been  employed  in  constant  efforts 
to  bring  to  perfection  the  philosophy  which  you  teach.  That  philoso- 
phy has  drawn  to  itself  almost  all  the  sap  and  vigor  of  the  human 
intellect.  AVhat  profitable  truth  has  it  taught  usV  For  our  race^ 
what  has  it  accomplished,  during  all  these  centuries';"  " 
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Standing  in  the  twilight  of  the  nineteenth  century,  what  is  the 
answer  of  the  Freemason  to  the  question,  "What  has  your  Order, 
hoary  with  age,  accomplished?  What  your  title  to  public  venera- 
tion?" 

Then  might  it  be  answered:  In  the  ages  when  the  blackness  of 
paganism  shrouded  the  world,  when  cruel  torture  was  often  a  part  of 
religious  rites— even  then  there  gleamed  through  the  darkness  light 
from  Masonic  altar-s.  In  the  ages  when  idols  were  set  up  for  worship 
in  the  temple,  when  the  many  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal;  the  Craftsman 
knew  none  other  than  the  true  and  living  God.  At  a  period  much  less 
remote,  when  notwithstanding  the  advancing  strides  of  modern  civili- 
zation the  world  yet  knew  little  of  religious  toleration;  the  creed  of 
the  Mason  was  "the  fatherhood  of  God,  the  brotherhood  of  man;"  his 
faith,  the  living  words  of  the  Prince  of  Peace;  his  charity,  "as  broad 
and  general  as  the  casing  air."  Eschewing  every  semblance  of  sec- 
tarianism, on  every  altar  was  found  "the  Book,"  in  every  lodge  room 
the  blessed  symbol.  It  was  his  belief  that  the  only  acceptable  wor- 
ship was  such  as  found  holy  sanction  in  the  high  court  of  the  indi- 
vidual conscience.  All  that  he  claimed  for  himself  he  unhesitatingly 
conceded  to  his  fellow. 

Responding  yet  more  explicitly  to  the  inquiry.  What  has  been 
accomplished?  it  may  be  said  that  the  Masonic  Order,  from  a  feeble 
beginning,  "a  little  cloud  no  larger  than  a  man's  hand,"  a  century 
and  a  half  ago,  is  now  confessedly  a  potent  factor  upon  the  North 
American  continent.  In  Illinois,  yet  in  the  first  century  of  its  history 
as  a  state,  there  are  seven  hundred  Masonic  lodges,  with  a  member- 
ship exceeding  fifty  thousand.  In  the  United  States,  near  fifty  juris- 
dictions, with  an  aggregate  membership  of  more  than  seven  hundred 
thousand  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

Every  Mason  is  free-born.  In  the  ancient  days  this  expression 
was  one  of  ideep  import.  There  can  be  no  compulsion;  but  every 
seeker  after  light  comes  "of  his  own  free  will  and  accord."  There  is 
no  test  for  admission,  involving  the  wealth,  social  position,  or  mere 
attainments  of  the  candidate.  Our  faith  is  voiced  in  the  immortal 
verse  of  our  illustrious  brother: 

"The  rank  is  but  the  guinea's  stamp,  ' 

A  man  is  a  man,  for  all  that." 

In  the  lodge  room,  as  in  the  grave,  "all  ranks  are  leveled,  and  the 
shepherd's  crook  is  laid  beside  the  scepter." 

The  Masonic  creed  is  brief,  and  all-embracing — "the  fatherhood 
of  God — the  brotherhood  of  man."  No  man  can  be  a  Mason  unless  he 
be  a  believer  in  the  living  God.  No  fatalist  or  atheist  can  cross  the 
threshold  of  the  lodge  room. 

This  order  knows  no  sect.  "It  is  the  helpmate  of  all  who  seek 
the  truth,  the  right,  and  the  light."     In  this  connection  I  may  be 
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pardoned  for  quoting  the  closing  lines  of  the  confession  of  faith  of 
the  old  poet; 

"Let  pridish  priests  do  battle  about  creeds. 
The  churcli  is  mine,  that  does  most  Christlike  deeds." 

It  has  been  truly  said  "the  Masonic  institution  is  a  great  fact.' 
"Whether,  like  the  English  constitution,  the  slow  growth  of  centuries, 
or  whether,  in  the  words  of  Gladstone,  like  our  own  wonderful  com- 
pact, "struck  off  at  a  given  time  from  the  brain  and  ptirpose  of  man," 
it  is  not  ours  certainly  to  know. 

Was  it  Lieber  who  said:  "Great  truths  approach  slowly.  As  the 
ancients  said  of  the  avenging  gods,  they  are  shod  with  wool,  so  of 
great  ideas  in  history.  Great  truths  always  dwell  a  long  time  with 
small  minorities,  and  the  real  voice  of  God  is  often  that  which  rises 
above  the  masses,  not  that  which  follows  them." 

This  we  know,  as  a  great  fact  the  institution  of  Freemasonry 
descended  to  us,  and  so  may  it  descend  to  the  generations  to  follow. 
As  we  have  received  so  may  we  inpart  to  those  upon  whom  will  be  cast 
the  responsibility  of  maintaining  its  autonomy,  its  integrity,  its  lofty 
spirit,  and  thus  preserving  the  ancient  landmarks,  during  the  century 
upon  which  we  are  about  to  enter. 

Mighty  things  have  been  wrought  out  in  this  the  latest  born  of 
the  nations,  during  the  century  now  drawing  to  its  close.  And  yet,  it 
has  been  well  said,  "We  are  entering  upon  a  new  era,  of  which  the 
twentieth  century  will  be  the  beginning,  and  for  which  the  nineteenth 
century  has  been  a  preparation."  What  our  eyes  behold  is  but  the 
earnest  of  things  more  glorious  yet  to  follow.  Progress  is  the  law  of 
this  American  race,  which  stands  for  all  that  is  best  of  all  the  races- 
Truly,  it  is  a  race  that  knows  no  rest.  Was  it  Macaulay  who  said,  "A 
point  which  yesterday  was  invisible,  is  the  goal  today,  and  will  be  the 
starting-post  tomorrow."  Something  of  what  is  now  dimly  fore- 
shadowed may  be  gleaned  from  the  words  of  an  eloquent  churchman: 
"We  can  not  but  believe  that  a  singular  mission  is  assigned  to 
America,  glorious  for  ourselves,  and  beneficent  to  the  whole  race — 
that  of  bringing  forth  a  new  social  and  political  order,  based  more 
than  any  other  that  has  heretofore  existed,  upon  the  common  brother- 
hood of  man,  and,  more  than  any  other,  securing  to  the  multitude  of 
the  people  social  happiness  and  equalitj'^  of  rights." 

Can  it  be  doubted  that  in  the  fulfillment  of  this  prophecy,  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  stupendous  work,  for  which  one  hundred  years 
has  been  but  the  period  of  preparation,  the  institution  of  Freemasonry 
will  prove  a  potent  factor? 

This  Fraternity,  with  its  wonderful  organization,  extending  to 
every  part  of  our  domain;  numbering  among  its  adherents  representa- 
tives of  every  calling  known  to  human  life — the  toiler  for  daily  bread, 
no  less  than  men  of  letters  and  of  great  affairs; — its  living  faith  the 


72  Proceedings  of  the  [Oct.  7, 

sublime  code  whose  inspiration  was  drawn  from  the  awful  lessons  from 
Sinai,  and  from  the  r^entle  message  from  the  Mount:  its  ritual  the 
marvel  of  the  ages;  its  ceremonies,  its  mysteries,  its  language — such 
as  only  the  craftsmen  may  know:  thus  equipped,  thus  inspired,  this 
wondrous  Order  will  be  in  the  forefront  of  the  appointed  instrumen- 
talities that  upon  the  trestle  board  of  the  outstretched  years  are  to 
work  out  the  deep  designs  whose  accomplishment  will  be  the  upbuild- 
ing, the  elevation,  the  ennobling  of  our  race.  As  in  the  past,  so  in 
the  on-coming  years,  this  institution  will  stand  for  stability  in  gov- 
ernment— the  antagonist  of  needless  change:  for  religious  toleration 
—  the  freedom  alike  of  belief  and  of  unbelief;  for  the  largest  measure 
of  libertj^ — liberty  regulated  and  restrained  by  law.  It  will  stand  for 
all  that  the  sure  test  of  time  has  shown  to  be  best  in  what  makes  up 
the  warp  and  woof  of  our  splendid  civilization.  In  a  word,  the  sub- 
lime mission  of  Freemasonry  will  be  accomplished,  in  part,  by  con. 
serving  not  destroying  what  it  has  cost  our  race  the  sleepless  endeavor 
of  centuries  to  achieve. 

Beautifully  has  it  been  said:  "The  future  is  lighted  for  us  with 
the  radiant  colors  of  hope.     Peace  shall  reign  supreme."' 

Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  brethren:  "How  beautiful  on 
the  mountain  are  the  feet  of  him  that  bringeth  good  tidings:  that 
publisheth  peace."  The  last  words  of  the  wonderful  exclamation  of 
the  inspired  writer  is  text  sufficient  for  many  discourses  upon  Free- 
masonry. We  have  "broken  with  the  past,"  and  for  our  own  land  is 
it  too  much  to  say,  for  the  future  "our  greatest  interest  is  peace."' 
Recalling  the  words  of  Bastiat,  that  "the  ogre  war  costs  as  much  for 
his  digestion  as  for  his  meals,"  may  we  not  believe  that  the  potent 
voice  of  the  future  will  be  that  from  study  and  hall  rather  than 
from  field  and  camp"?  For  the  achievement  of  independence  and 
safely  garnering  up  its  priceless  fruits;  for  the  vindication  at  a  later 
period  of  national  honor:  and  yet  later,  for  the  maintenance  of  na- 
tional life,  appeal  was  had,  and  justly,  to  the  dread  tribunal  whose 
symbol  is  the  sword.  And  yet  who  more  than  the  Craftsman,  whose 
creed  is  universal  brotherhood,  will  hail  the  coming  day  when  the 
nations  shall  learn  war  no  more  forever,  the  day  that  ushers  in  the 
eternal  reign  of  peace. 

With  the  wonderful  modern  appliances  that  science  has  con- 
tributed to  the  art  of  war,  it  were  impossible  that  in  the  future  the 
controversies  of  nations  should  be  settled  by  wager  of  battle.  The 
agencies  for  the  destruction  of  property  and  human  life  are  so  tre- 
mendous that  they  will  be  invoked  only  in  cases  of  dire  necessity. 
The  court  of  war  will  indeed  be  that  of  last  resort. 
'•Ring  out  the  thousand  wars  of  old- 
Ring  in  the  thousand  years  of  peace." 

More  potent  today  than  at  any  period  of  the  world's  history,  are 
the  instrumentalities  for  good.     Let  each  craftsman  realize  his  re- 
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sponsibility.  his  high  privilege,  in  these  earnest  days,  of  bearing  some 
humble  part  in  working  out  the  great  designs  that  look  to  the  purifi- 
cation, the  uplifting  of  mankind.  With  such  aids,  such  inspiration, 
the  world  will,  with  the  rolling  years,  grow  better— the  sum  of  human 
happiness  will  be  increased.  Truly,  the  future  is  resplendent  with 
hope. 

"Out  of  the  shadow  of  night, 

The  world  moves  into  light, 

It  is  daj'break  everywhere. 

REPORT— Committee  on  Pinance. 

M.W.  Bro.  Leroy  A.  Goddard  presented  the  following- 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  which,  on  motion, 
was  adopted: 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  F.  and  A.2L: 

Your  Committee  on  Finance  fraternally  reports  that  it  has  ex- 
amined the  reports  of  the  Grand  Secretary  and  Grand  Treasurer,  and 
finds  them  correct.  For  a  detailed  statement  of  receipts  and  dis- 
bursements, reference  is  made  to  the  annual  reports  of  said  officers. 

The  condition  of  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Lodge  is  found  to  be 
as  follows: 

GENERAL   FUND. 

Balance  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer  October  1,  1895 .141,928  91 

Received  from  all  sources -42,094  75 

Total  receipts $84,023  66 

CR. 

Paid  mileage  and  per  diem  to  Representatives $15,720  90 

Paid  Grand  Officers  and  Committees 2,801  20 

Paid  miscellaneous  orders 11,309  43 

Paid  for  City  of  Chicago  bonds  and  interest 9,742  79 

Balance  in  hands  of  Treasurer  October  1,  1896 44,449  34 

Total $84,023  66 

CHARITY  FUND. 

Balance  on  hand  October  1,  1895 $  1,318  26 

Received  during  the  year 337  00 

Total $  1,655  26 

CR. 

Paid  on  orders $      785  00 

Balance  on  hand 870  26 

Total $1,655  26 

— F 
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ASSETS  OF  GRAND  LODGE  OCTOBER  1,  1896. 

Balance  on  hand  general  fund $44,449  34 

Balance  on  hand  charity  fund 870  26 

City  of  Chicag'o  4  per  cent  bonds,  par  value 50,000  00 

Total  assets $95,319  60 

Your  committee  deems  it  proper  to  sug'gest  that  the  balance  now 
in  hands  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  on  general  fund  is  subject  to  the  ap- 
propriations herein  recommended  if  concurred  in  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
and  the  amount  of  special  orders  recommended,  if  approved:  thus 
leaving  an  estimated  net  balance  in  this  fund  of  $8,723.19. 

We  estimate  the  expenses  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  the  ensuing 
year  as  follows: 

Mileage  and  per  diem $19,000  00 

Printing  proceedings 2,500  00 

Stationery,  postage,  and  express 1,200  00 

Schools  of  Instruction 1,000  00 

Salaries  of  Grand  Officers 4,500  00 

Expenses  of  Grand  Officers  and  Committees 1,000  00 

Miscellaneous 4,000  00 

Total $34,200  00 

Your  committee  recommends  appropriating  as  follows,  and  that 
the  Grand  Secretarj^  be  directed  to  draw  orders  for  the  several 
amounts: 

M.W.  Bro.  Joseph  Bobbins,  Committee  on  Correspondence. . .  S  300  00 

Bro.  R.  R.  Stevens,  Grand  Tyler 100  00 

Bro.  R.  R.  Stevens,  Grand  Tyler,  expenses,  etc 105  00 

W.  Bro.  G.  H.  B.  Tolle,  Assistant  Grand  Secretary 25  00 

Bro.  Z.  T.  Griffin,  stenographer 50  00 

M.W.  Bro.  J.  C.  Smith,  rent  of  Music  Hall 500  00 

Bro.  William  Jenkins,  mileage  and  per  diem,  securing  trans- 
portation for  representatives . .  50  24 

Pantagraph  Printing  and  Stationery  Co.,  printing  reports 
Grand  Master,  Grand  Secretary,  and  Committee  on  Cor- 
respondence   417  53 

John  A.  Ladd,  revising  and  correcting  mileage  and  per  diem 

book 25  00 

After  careful  consideration  we  recommend'  also  that  the  follow- 
ing claims  be  allowed  and  orders  drawn  for  the  amounts: 

Fred  Stichter,  dues  paid  in  advance  to  National  Lodge  No.  596, 

charter  revoked $  3  75 
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W.  S.  Johnson,  paid  in  advance  for  F.  C.  degree  to  Hinsdale 
Lodge  No.  649,  degree  not  conferred  on  account  charter 
revoked 10  00 

H.  Geo.  Prouty,  stationery  and  postage  and  services  as  secretary 
of  Hinsdale  Lodge  No.  649,  $15  less  the  amount  of  dues  he 
owes  in  books  of  said  Lodge 

William  Evernder,  storage  of  property  of  Hinsdale  Lodge  No. 

649,  and  packing  and  shipping  same 25  00 

F.  A.  Whitney,  services  rendered  acct.  Hinsdale  Lodge  No.  649..     4  90 

We  further  recommend  that  the  members  of  committees  be 
allowed  the  usual  additional  compensation  of  $3  per  day. 

Your  committee  made  a  thorough  examination  of  the  books,  etc., 
of  the  Grand  Secretary  in  May  last,  at  his  office  in  Bloomington.  We 
found  them  to  be  models  of  neatness,  and  accurate  in  every  detail. 
We  feel  it  proper  to  make  special  mention  of  the  efficient  manner  in 
which  the  Grand  Secretary's  office  is  conducted. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

L.  A.  GODDARD, 
GIL.  W.  BARNARD, 
S.  W.  WADDLE, 

Committee. 


REPORT— Committee  on  Mileage  and  Per  Diem. 

W.  Bro.  John  A.  Ladd,  for  the  Committee  on  Mileag^e 
and  Per  Diem,  presented  the  following-  report,  which,  on 
motion,  was  adopted: 

To  th£  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &  A.  Masons: 

Your  Committee  on  Mileage  and  Per  Diem  would  fraternally  re- 
port that  the  following  Grand  Officers,  members  of  Committees, 
and  Representatives,  members  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  are  entitled  to 
mileage  and  per  diem  as  set  forth  in  the  following  pages. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

JNO.  A.  LADD, 
EDW.  L.  WAHL, 
WM.  B.  WRIGHT, 

Committee. 
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GRAND  OFFICERS. 


Owen  Scott 

Edward  Cook 

Chas.  F.  Hitchcock 
George  M.  Moulton 

Wilev  M.  Egan 

J.  H.  C.  Dill 

W.  H.  Milburn 

A.  E.  Stevenson 

G.  H.  B.  Tolle 

P.  T.  Chapman 

W.  O.  Butler 

Walter  Watson .... 
Cicero  J.  Lindley.. 

Ed.  C.  Pace 

C.  E.  Allen 

John  Lingo 

W.  W.  Bruce 

W.  W.  Watson 

A.  M.  Boring 

Robt  R.  Stevens. . . 


Grand  Master 

Dep.  Grand  Master. . 
Senior  Gr.  Warden. . 
Junior  Gr.  Warden . . 

Grand  Treasurer 

Grand  Secretar}' 

Grand  Chaplain 

Grand  Orator 

Dep.  Gr.  Secretary.. 
Grand  Pursuivant. . . 

Grand  Marshal 

Gr.  Standard  Bearer 
Gr.  Sword  Bearer... 
Senior  Gr.  Deacon. . . 
Junior  Gr.  Deacon . . . 

Grand  Steward 

Grand  Steward 

Grand  Steward 

Grand  Steward 

Grand  Tvler 


126 


126 
215 
126 
172 
339 
216 
215 
249 
266 
163 
145 
192 
263 
224 


$12  60 
14 'so 


12  60 
21  50 
12  60 
17  20 
33  90 
21  60 

21  50 
24  90 
26  60 
16  30 
14  50 
19  20 
26  30 

22  40 


$12  60 

6  00 

20  50 

6  00 


12  60 
27  50 
18  60 
23  20 
39  90 
27  60 

27  50 
30  90 
32  60 
22  30 
20  50 
25  20 
32  30 

28  40 
6  00 


RESIDENCE. 


Bloomington. 

Chicago. 

Peoria. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Bloomington. 

Jacksonville. 

Bloomington. 

Mattoon. 

Vienna. 

LaHarpe. 

Jacksonville. 

Greenville. 

Ashley. 

Galeshurg. 

Peoria. 

Casej'. 

Barry. 

Carlinville. 

Chicago. 


DISTRICT   DEPUTY  GRAND   MASTER. 


DISTRICTS. 


W.  M.  Burbank 

Herbert  Preston 

M.  B.  lott 

Luman  T.  Hay 

Jacob  Krohn  

Chas.  E.  Groves 

Daniel  D.  Hunt 

John  B.  Fithian 

Wm.  L.  Milligan 

T.  Van  Antwerp 

Frank  G.  Welton 

Joseph  V.  Harris 

Henry  C.  Yetter 

Louis"  Zinger 

D.  D.  Darrah 

Haswell  C.  Clarke... 
Robert  L.  McKinlay. 

Chas.  F.  Tenney 

R.  D.  Lawrence 

Albert  P.  Grout 

Edwin  S.  MuUiner  .. 

Alex.  H.  Bell 

Wm.  T.  Vanderveer 

W.  H.  Lathrop 

C.  Rohrbaugh 

J.  M.  Burkhart 

Henry  T.  Goddard. . 
J.  M.  Jones 


1st  District. 

2d 

3d 

4th 

5th 

6th 

7th 

8th 

9th 
10th 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 
16th 
17th 
18th 
19th 
20th 
21st 
22d 
23d 
24th 
25  th 
28th 
29th 
30th 


9 

n 

d 

S' 
3 

6 
6 
6 

51 

5  10 

6 

114 

11  40 

6 

127 

12  70 

6 

58 

5  80 

6 

37 

3  70 

6 

84 

8  40 

6 

130 

13  00 

6 

154 

15  40 

6 

182 

18  20 

6 

163 

16  30 

6 

158 

15  80 

6 

126 

12  60 

6 

56 

5  60 

6 

160 

16  00 

6 

1.53 

15  30 

6 

185 

18  .50 

6 

235 

23  50 

6 

263 

26  30 

6 

224 

22  40 

6 

194 

19  40 

6 

222 

22  20 

6 

229 

22  90 

6 

326 

32  60 

6 

2.52 

25  20 

6 

353 

35  30 

6 

6  00 
6  00 
6  00 
11  10 

17  40 

18  70 
11  80 

9  70 
14  40 

19  00 

21  40 
24  20 

22  30 

21  80 
18  60 
11  60 

22  00 
21  30 

24  50 
29  50 
3230 
28  40 

25  40 
28  20 
28  90 
38  60 
31  20 
41  30 


RESIDENCE. 


Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Chicago. 

Woodstock. 

Freeport. 

Mt.  Carroll. 

DeKalb. 

Joliet. 

Ottawa. 

Sparland. 

Cambridge. 

Canton. 

Galesburg. 

Pekin. 

Bloomington. 

Kankakee. 

Paris. 

Bement. 

Springtield. 

Winchester. 

Quinc}-. 

Carlinville. 

Taylorville. 

Newton. 

Kinmundy. 

Marion. 

Mt.  Carmel. 

NewGr.Chain 
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COMMITTEES. 


APPEALS  AND  GRIEVANCES. 


Monroe  C.  Crawford 

Joseph  E.  Dyas 

Wm.  S.  Cantrell 

Geo.  W.  Hill 

Eugene  L.  Stoker  — 


CHARTEBED  LODGES. 


Loyal  L.  Munn 

Frank  W.Havill.... 

George  Stadler 

Thomas  W.  Wilson. 
James  L.  Scott 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Joseph  Robbins 

CREDENTIALS. 

J.  I.  McClintock....' 

P.  W.  Barclay 

Geo.  W.  Cyrus 


Leroy  A.  Goddard. . 

Gil.  W.  Barnard 

Samuel  W.  Waddle. 


GRAND  MASTER  S  ADDRESS. 


W.  E.  Ginther.... 
H.  C.  Cleaveland 
L.  K.  Byers 


LODGES  UNDER  DISPENSATION. 


Chas.  H.  Fatten.... 

C.  J.  Reuter 

S.  S.  Chance 

Daniel  J.  Avery 

Henry  C.  Mitchell. 


MASONIC  JURI.SPRUDENCIE. 


DeWitt  C.  Cregier. 
James  A.  Hawley  . . 

D.  M.  Browning 

John  C.  Smith 

John  M.  Pearson. . . 


MILEAGE  AND  PER  DIEM. 


John  A.  Ladd  . . . 
Wm.  B.  Wright . 
Ed.  L.  Wahl 


OBITUARIES. 


W.  P.  Beck 

Jerome  R.  Gorin. . 
Geo.  W.  Warvelle. 


330 
160 


316 
12 


114 

28-:! 
170 
18,5 
172 


263 


286 
365 
242 


126 


182 
162 
148 


282 
286 
249 


110 
199 
230 


234 
170 


$33  00 
16  00 


31  60 
1  20 


11  40 

28  20 

17  00 

18  50 
17  20 


26  30 


28  60 
36  50 
24  ZO 


12  60 


18  20 
16  20 
14  80 


28  20 
28  60 
24  90 


30  80 


25  20 


11  00 
19  90 
23  00 


23  40 
17  00 


$  73  00 
56  00 

40  00 
71  60 

41  20 


31  40 

48  20 

37  00 

38  50 
37  20 


48  60 
56  50 
44  20 


20  00 
20  00 
32  60 


38  20 
36  20 
34  80 


48  20 
48  60 
44  90 
20  00 
50  80 


20  00 

29  80 


20  CO 
45  20 


41  00 
49  90 
53  00 


43  40 
37  00 
20  00 


RESIDENCE. 


Jonesboro. 

Paris. 

Chicago. 

Murph)'sboro 

Evanston. 


Freeport. 
Mt.  Vernon. 
Decatur. 
Springfield. 
Mattoon. 


Quincy. 


Carmi. 
Cairo. 
Camp  Point. 


Chicago. 
Chicago. 
Bloomington. 


Charleston. 
Rock  Island. 
Altona. 


Mt.  Vernon. 

Lebanon. 

Salem. 

Chicago. 

Carbondale. 


Chicago. 

Dixon. 

Benton. 

Chicago. 

Godfrey. 


Sterling. 

Eflingham. 

Vandalia. 


OIney. 

Decatur. 

Chicago. 
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COMMITTEES.— Continued. 


S       "ti 


PETITIONS. 

A.  W.  Blakesley 

T.  M.  Crossman 

C.  M.  Forman 

RAILROADS  AND  TRANSPORTATION. 

Wm.  Jenkins 

C.  H.  Morrell 

G.  R.  Smith 

TO   EXAMINE  VISITORS. 

Wm.  B.  Grimes 

J.  W.  Rose 

J.  R.  Ennis 

J.  E.  Evan.s 

A.  B.  Ashley 


n 

p 
crq 

re 

263 

26  30 

266 

26  60 

277 

27  70 

98 

9  80 

226 

22  60 

126 

12  60 

246 

24  60 

231 

23  10 

272 

~7  20 

145 

14  50 

15 

1  50 

RESIDENCE. 


46  30    Quincy. 

46  60  'Edwardsville. 

47  70    Nashville. 


39  80    Dixon. 

52  60   Augusta. 

42  60    Bloomington. 


39  60   Pittsfleld. 
38  10    Litchfield. 
42  20   Burnt  Prairie 
29  50    Monticello. 
16  .iO    La  Grange. 


REPRESENTATIVES. 


Bodley 

Equality 

Harmony . . . 
Springfield.. . 
Friendship.. . 

Macon 

Rushville. .. . 
St.  John's.... 

Warren 

Peoria 

Temperance. 

Macomb 

Clinton 

Hancock 

Cass 

St.  Clair 

Franklin 

Hiram 

Piasa 

Pekin 

Mt.  Vernon. . 

Oriental 

Barry 

Charleston  . . 
Kavanaugh  . 
Monmouth  . . 
Olive  Branch 

Hermon 

Occidental. . . 

Mt.  Joliet 

Bloomington 

Hardin 

Griggsville.. . 
Temple 


Erde  W.  Beatty 

Joe  G.  Bunker 

K.  W.  Crawford 

Albert  T.  Hey 

Thomas  Cheatle 

W.  A.  Dixon 

David  H.  Glass 

Herman  Struever,  jr. 
Joseph  C.  Hart 

C.  A.  Johnson 

Eugene  Stapp 

J.  W.  Bailey 

R.  R.  Rule 

J.  E.  Helfrick 

Frank  M.  Fulks 

James  A.  Farmer 

W.  L.Gillham 

Frank  Condra 

Wm.  C.  Johnston 

F.  W.  Soady 

James  Hepburn 

George  H.  Woods 

H.  M.  Hollenbeck 

T.  T.  Shoemaker 

Bernhard  Dittmar  .. . 

D.  Q   Webster 

W.  H.Paul 

Robert  A.  Kiefer 

A.  J.  Newell 

Ferdinand  Munch 

Frank  H.  Blose 

Charles  F.  Rickey 

T.  M.  Watson 

Thomas  I.  Ballantine . , 


g 

g 

V 

n 

V 

H 

^ 

n 

B 

263 

$  26  30 

.$  6 

304 

3)  40 

6 

215 

21  50 

6 

185 

18  50 

6 

98 

9  80 

6 

170 

17  00 

6 

228 

22  80 

6 

100 

10  00 

6 

310 

31  00 

6 

145 

14  50 

6 

2.S0 

23  00 

6 

204 

20  40 

6 

188 

18  80 

6 

239 

23  90 

6 

225 

22  50 

6 

295 

29  50 

6 

259 

25  90 

6 

168 

16  80 

6 

2.57 

25  70 

6 

158 

15  80 

6 

282 

28  20 

6 
6 

263 

26  30 

6 

182 

18  20 

4 

144 

14  40 

6 

179 

17  90 

6 

124 

12  40 

6 

263 

26  30 

6 

84 

8  40 

6 

37 

3  70 

6 

126 

12  60 

6 

255 

25  50 

6 

246 

24  60 

6 

145 

14  50 

6 

I  32  30 

36  40 

27  50 
24  50 

15  80 

23  00 

28  80 

16  00 

37  00 

20  50 

29  00 
26  40 

24  80 
29  90 
28  50 
35  50 
31  90 
22  80 

31  70 

21  80 
34  20 

6  00 

32  30 

22  20 
20  40 

23  90 
18  40 
32  30 
14  40 

9  70 
18  60 
31  50 
.30  60 
20  50 
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REPRESENTATIVES— Continued. 


Caledonia 

Unity 

Cambridge 

Carrollton 

Mt.  Moriah 

Benevolent 

Jackson 

Washington  

Trio 

Fraternal 

New  Boston 

Belvidere 

Lacon 

St.  Marks 

Benton 

Euclid 

Pacific 

Acacia 

Eureka 

Central. 

Chester 

Rockton  

Roscoe 

Mt.  Nebo 

Prairie 

Waukegan 

Scott 

Whitehall 

Vitruvius 

DeWitt 

Mitchell 

Kaskaskia 

Mt.  Pulaski 

Havana 

Fellowship 

Jerusalem  Temple 

Metropolis 

.Stewart 

Toulon 

Perr}' 

Samuel  H.  Davis. . . 

Excelsior 

Taylor 

Edwardsville 

Astoria 

Rockford 

Magnolia 

Lewistown 

Winchester 

Lancaster 

Versailles 

Trenton 

Lebanon  

Jonesboro 

Bureau 

Robert  Burns 

Marcelline 

Rising  Sun 

Vermont 

Elgin 

Waverlv 

Henry. ." 

Mound 

Oquawka 

Cedar 


47  R.  G.  Crecelius. 

48  E.  C.  Cook. 

49  James  Pollock. 

50  Frank  A  Whiteside. 

51  Charles  A.  Ramsey. 

52  D.  H.  Lallis. 
.5.3  E.  J.  Scarborough. 
55  L.  T.  Phillips. 

Joseph  H.  Kerr. 

B.  F.  Craig 

I.  N.  Shields 

J.  H.Thomas. 
R.  H.  Maxwell . 
G.  B.  Richards. 
W.  W.  McCreery. 
Rov  A.  Mather .".. 

E.  T.  Eads 

N.  J.  Gary 

Charles  W.  Thacher. . 

Richard  Beet 

Wm.  Hartzell 

John  Watts 

Jabez  Love 

James  W.  Lumpkins. 

D.  G.  Burr 

Jav  L.  Brewster 

S.  W.  Baird 

Robert  Dickson 

Thomas  Keates 

James  M.  Kirk 

W.  T.  Vaughn 

Abram  Brown 

P.  H.  Oyler 

L.  R.  Haack 

C.  T.Holland  

Herman  Felsenheld. . 
James  L.  Elliott 

C.  Brown 

J.  H.  Rennick 

John  A.  James 

D.  F.  Stevens 

A.  V.  Hart 

H.  L.  Zinser.    

Wm.  H.  Glass 

Thomas  W.  Price 

R.  A.  Shepherd 

R.  W.  Spencer 

Henry  A.  Davidson.. . 

M.  L.'McDonough 

G.  M.  .Say lor 

S.  J.  Wilson 

Louis  Blattner 

John  H.  Cook 

Wm.  H.  Peak 

H.  G.  Gibbs 

R.  C.  Humbert 

W.  L.  Worley 

S.  C.  Litwiler 

J.  P.  Marshall 

Ole  Hanson 

Geo.  L.  Kimber 

Oscar  C.  White 

132  E.  A.  Fish 

123  R.  B.  Trimble 

124lC.  S.  Magner 


368 
3() 
154 

249 
239 
238 
195 
277 
162 
145 
191 
78 
128 
51 
307 
.30 
169 
99 
168 
185 
321 
102 
85 
224 
100 
35 
261 
240 
25 
148 
290 
334 
169 
188 
326 
38 
366 
159 
144 
2.52 
96 
114 
134 
266 
220 
87 
121 
196 
235 
164 
246 
278 
286 
330 
105 
194 
272 
46 
213 
37 
210 
127 
194 
203 


;  36  80 
3  60 

15  40 
24  90 
23  90 
33  80 
19  .50 
27  70 

16  20 
14  50 
19  10 

7  80 

12  80 
5  10 

30  70 
3  00 

16  90 
9  90 

16  80 

18  50 

33  10 

10  30 

8  50 

22  40 
16  00 

3  50 
26  10 

34  00 

2  50 

14  80 
39  00 
33  40 
16  90 

18  80 

32  60 

3  80 
.36  60 

15  90 
14  40 

25  20 

9  60 

11  40 

13  40 

26  60 

23  00 
8  70 

12  10 

19  60 

23  .50 

16  40 

24  60 

27  80 
38  60 

33  00 
10  50 
19  40 
27  20 

4  60 
21  30 

3  70 
21  00 

13  70 
19  40 
30  30 

6  30 


B  43  80 
9  60 

21  40 
30  90 
29  90 

29  80 
25  50 
33  70 
33  20 
20  50 
25  10 

13  80 

18  80 
11  10 
36  70 

9  00 

22  90 

15  90 

22  80 
24  50 
38  10 

16  20 

14  50 
28  40 

23  00 
9  50 

32  10 

30  00 

8  50 

20  80 
35  00 
.39  40 
22  90 

24  80 

38  60 

9  80 
42  60 

21  90 
20  40 

31  20 

15  60 

17  40 

19  40 

32  60 
28  00 
14  70 

18  10 

25  60 
S9  50 

22  40 
30  60 

33  80 

34  60 

39  00 

16  50 
25  40 

33  20 
10  60 
27  30 

9  70 
27  00 
18  70 

25  40 

26  30 
12  20 
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REPRESENTATIVES— Continued. 


Greenup 

Empire 

Antioch 

Raleigh 

Greenfield 

Marion 

Golconda 

Mackinaw 

Marshall 

Sycamore 

Lima 

Hutsonville 

Polk 

Marengo 

Geneva 

Olney 

Garden  City 

Ames 

Richmond 

DeKalb 

A.  W.  Rawson 

Lee  Centre 

Clayton , 

Bloomtleld 

Effingham 

Vienna 

Bunker  Hill 

Fidelity  

Clay 

Russell 

Alpha 

Delavan 

Urljana 

McHenry 

Kewanee 

Waubansia 

Virden 

Hope 

Edward  Dobbins. 

Atlanta 

Star  in  the  East  . 

Milford 

Nunda 

Evergreen 

Girard 

Wayne 

Cherry  Vallej' 

Lena  

Matteson 

Mendota 

Staunton 

Illinois  Central.. 

"Wabash 

Gerraania 

Abingdon 

Mystic  Tie 

Cyrus 

Fulton  City 

Dundee 

Farmington 

Herrick 

Freedom 

La  Harpe 

Louisville 

King  Solomon's,. 


125  P.  C.  Morgan 

126  H.  W.  Toenigs 

127  W.  J.  Oliver 

128  H.  L.  Burnett 

129  R.  L.  Metcalf 

130  J.  W.  Johnson..       ..    . 

131  J.  H.  Benham 

132  L.  H.  Rogers 

133  T.W.  Clark 

134  Chris.  Ohlmacher 

135  L.  F.  Worley 

136  C.  M.  Eaton 

137  W.D.  Sharp 

138  H.  W.  Richardson 

139  C.  W.  Grant 

140  J.  S.  Freeman 

141|Geo.  H.  Vaupell 

142  C.  C.  Pervier 

143iR.  W.  Overton 

144!e.  H.  Hunt 

145W.  J.  DeLaMater 

146  J.  E.  Gray 

147  A   S.  McDowell 

148' Jas.  Russ  Grace 

]49:David  L.Wright 

150  Jas.  C.  Chapman 

151'jas.  H.  Belt,  jr 

152  George  E.  Johnson... 

153, Otto  Thon 

154' Almon  Stansberrj^  — 

155  R.  R.  Strickler 

156  A.  I.  Maclay 

157|D.  E.  Bruffett 

158,  W.  A.  Cristy 

159  A.  T.  Boyle 

160'Geo.  P.  Douaire 

1611 W.  K.  Bowling 

162' J.  C.  Simpson 

164  Frank  C.  Meserve  — 

165  Maskel  Lee 

166  I.  S.  Montgomery 

168  E.  W.  Scott 

169  John  F.  Huffman 

170  W.  C.  Milner 

171  M.  H.  Tietsort 

172  S.  A.Graham 

173  C.  W.  Buck 

174  O.  J.  Wilsev 

175  F.  W.  Werner 

176  Jacob  Scheidenhelm. 

177  Robt.  A  Hoxsey 

178  W.  A.  Green  

179  Joseph  Cavins 

182  August  Torpe 

185  W.  B.  Main  

187  Jas.  H.  Moore 

188  John  S.  Grove .. 

189  Edward  M.  Clark . . .    . 

190  U.  S.  Bright 

192  Leslie  W.  Morton 

193  John  Jackson 

194  Camillus  McClure  . . . . 

195  C.  B.  Ward 

196BenHagle   

197  Amos  Irwin 


202 

$  20  20 

%  6 

152 

15  20 

6 

45 

4  50 

6 

303 

30  30 

6 

2.52 

25  20 

6 

249 

24  90 

6 

37.{ 

37  30 

(5 

146 

14  60 

6 

176 

17  60 

6 

.52 

5  20 

6 

277 

27  70 

t) 

196 

19  60 

() 

.306 

30  60 

*) 

66 

6  60 

6 

36 

3  60 

6 

S34 

23  40 

6 
6 

120 

12  00 

6 

60 

6  00 

6 

58 

5  80 

6 

101 

10  10 

6 

95 

9  50 

6 

242 

24  20 

6 

147 

14  70 

6 

199 

19  90 

6 

339 

33  90 

6 

250 

25  00 

6 

244 

24  40 

6 

266 

26  60 

6 

134 

13  40 

6 

163 

16  30 

6 

157 

15  70 

6 

1,30 

13  00 

(i 

51 

5  10 

6 

132 

13  20 

6 

207 

20  70 

6 

.300 

30  00 

() 

226 

22  60 

() 

146 

14  60 

6 

87 

8  70 

6 

88 

8  80 

6 

43 

4  30 

6 

114 

11  40 

6 

211 

21  10 

4 

1,52 

15  20 

4 

84 

8  40 

6 

126 

12  60 

4 

37 

3  70 

6 

84 

8  40 

6 

245 

24  50 

6 

95 

9  50 

6 

180 

18  00 

6 
6 

173 

17  30 

6 

110 

11  00 

6 

127 

12  70 

6 

136 

13  60 

6 

42 

4  20 

6 

171 

17  10 

6 

225 

22  50 

6 

77 

7  70 

6 

216 

21  60 

6 

228 

22  80 

6 

257 

25  70 

6 
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REPRESENTATIVES— Continued. 


Homer 

.Sheba 

Centralia 

Lavely 

Flora 

Corinthian 

Fairlield 

Tamaroa 

Wilmington 

Wm.  B.  Warren. . . 

Logan 

Cleveland 

Shipman 

Ipava 

Gillespie 

Newton 

Mason 

New  Salem 

Oakland 

Mahomet 

Leroy 

Geo.  Washington . 

Pana " 

Cotumbus 

Lovington 

Manchester 

New  Haven 

Wyanet 

Farmers     

Blandinsville 

DuQuoin 

Dallas  City 

Charter  Oak 

Cairo 

Black  Hawk 

Mt.  Carmel   

Western  .Star 

Shekinah 

Galva 

Horicon 

Greenville 

Rob  Morris 

Golden  Gate 

Hibbard  

Robinson  

Hej'worth 

Aledo 

Avon  Harmony... 

Aurora 

Donnelson 

Warsav.- 

Mattoon  

Amon 

Channahon 

Illinois 

Franklin  Grove. . . 

Vermilion 

Kingston 

La  Prairie 

Paris 

Wheaton 

Levi  Lusk 

Blane}' 

Carmf 

Miners 


357 
:>60 
ri61 
262 
263 
264; 
26.3 
266, 
267 
268 
269 
270 
271 
272 
273 


J.  H.  Craven 

W.  H.  Gilbert 

W.  A.  Stoker 

C.  C.  Vanmeter 

L  H.  Southwick  

L.  W.  Wheeler 

Arthur  W.  Crippin  . .  . 

A.  H.  Evans 

R.  V.  D.  Bogart  

Daniel  A.  Campbell... 

C.  E.  Clarke 

N.  A.  Sievers 

Joseph  Dodson 

I.  M.  VanHorn     

Sol.  Lesem 

F.  H.  Robertson 

J.  A.  Gladson 

B.  O.  Manker 

Edward  H.  Warden  . . . 
F.  O.  Jahr 

C.  A.  .Buck 

C.  E.  Downing 

W.  W.  Powell 

David  L.  Hair 

C.  H.  McCoy  

J.  R.  Brown    

.T.  H.  Graddv 

W.  E.  Sapp  

F.  M.  Jones 

O.  F.  Kirkpatrick  ... 

T.  H.  Humphry 

Wm.  N.  Bvler". 

Hugh  A.  Snell    

Frank  Spencer 

A.  D.  Bai-ber 

Chas.  Smith 

Jos.  P.  Gulick 

J.  F.  Taylor 

W.  L.  Duncan 

Deloss  A.  Baxter 

Wm.  B.  Bradsby 

.Jacob  McChesney  — 

E.  E  James.      . .'. 

F.  W.  Froelich 

Ed.  Rosenbaum 

Geo.  W.  Humphrey .   . . 

J.  W.  Edwards 

Geo.  A.  Tompkins 

F.  L.  Taylor 

W.  H.  Young 

Charles  C.  Crawford  .. 

Joseph  Withington 

Frank  E.  Harrold 

James  H.  Smith 

H.  C.  Bestor 

M.  V.  Peterman 

George  Kelshiemer . . . 
Lucius  M.  Morrison... 
Clarence  VanNosdall. 
George  F.  Howard  — 

W.  A.  Hantz 

W.  H.  Booth 

Charles  C.  Buell 

Wm.  P.  Tuley 

W.  W.  Stillman 


144 
268 
253 
173 
235 

76 
258 
280 

53 


238 
206 
340 
222 
ill 
251 
167 
137 
135 
134 
202 
250 
168 
232 
298 
112 
373 
210 
288 
223 
231 
365 
242 
252 
128 
308 
140 

75 
249 
113 
187 
246 
205 
138 
177 
184 

38 
243 
248 

139 

55 

145 

88 

140 

265 

234 

160 

25 

92 

286 
165 


$14  40 
26  80 
25  30 
17  30 
23  .50 

7  60 
25  80 
28  00 

5  30 


15  60 

23 'so 

20  60 

24  00 

22  20 

21  10 

25  10 

16  70 
13  70 
13  50 

13  40 

20  20 
25  00 

16  80 

23  20 

29  80 

11  20 
37  30 

21  00 
28  80 

22  30 

23  10 
36  50 

24  20 

25  20 

12  80 

30  80 

14  00 

7  50 
24  90 
11  30 
18  70 
24  60 
20  .50 

13  80 

17  70 

18  40 
3  80 

24  30 
24  80 
17  20 

13  90 
5  50 

14  .50 

8  80 
14  00 

26  50 
23  40 
16  00 

2  50 

9  20 


28  60 
16  .50 


^ 

H 

n 

o 

(-{ 

U 

p 

rti 

3 

$30  40 
32  80 
31  30 

23  30 

29  50 
13  60 
31  80 

34  00 
11  30 

6  00 

21  60 
6  00 

39  80 

26  60 

30  00 

28  30 

27  10 

31  10 

19  70 
19  50 

19  40 

26  20 
31  00 

22  80 

29  20 

35  80 

17  30 
43  30 

27  00 
34  80 

38  30 

39  10 
42  50 

30  20 

31  20 

18  80 

36  80 

20  00 
13  50 
30  90 
17  30 

24  70 
30  60 
26  50 

19  80 

23  70 

24  40 
9  80 

30  30 
30  80 
23  30 

19  90 

11  .50 
1^0  .50 

12  80 

20  00 

32  .50 
29  40 
22  00 

8  50 
15  30 

6  00 
34  60 
22  .50 
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Byron 

Milton 

Elizabeth 

Accordia 

Jo  Daviess 

Neoga 

Kansas 

Brooklyn 

Meteor'. 

Catlin 

Pl5'mouth 

De  Soto 

Genoa 

Wataga 

Chenoa 

Prophetstown. . . 

Pontiac. ._ 

Dills 

Quincy 

Benjamin 

Mechanicsburg.. 

Hinckley 

Durand^ 

Raven 

Onarga 

W.  C.  Hobbs 

T.  J.  Pickett 

Ashlar 

Harvard 

Dearborn 

Kilwinning 

Ionic 

York 

Palatine 

Erwin 

Abraham  Jonas. 
J.  L.  Ander.son. . 

Doric 

Creston 

Dunlap 

Windsor 

Orient 

Harrisburg 

Industry 

Altona." 

Mt.  Erie 

Tuscola 

Tyrian 

Sumner 

Schiller 

New  Columbia. . 

Oneida 

Saline 

Kedron 

Full  Moon 

Summerfield 

N.  D.  Morse 

Sidnev 

Russeilville 

Sublette 

Fairview 

Tarbolton 

Groveland   

Kiiulerhook  

Ark  and  Anchor. 


274  J.  S.  Kosier 

275  J.  A.  Miller 

276  E.  L.  Robinson  

277  John  Brockman 

278  John  H.  Thornton.   ... 

279  G.  H.  Cullum 

280  W.  S.  Brown 

282  H.  L.  Fordham  

283  Daniel  Dickinson 

285  Wm.  S.  Duff 

286  Oscar  Holmes 

287  Laf avette  Elston 

288  C.  A.  Brown 

291  C.  W.  Merrill 

292  W.  G.  Abbott  

293  H.  A.  Sturtevant 

294  G.  E.Warren 

295  O.  J.  Reese 

296  A.  A.  Whipple 

297  Isaac  Cutter 

299  C.  B.  Hall 

301  A.  J.  Caster 

802  W.  E.  Fyler 

303  Lewis  P.  Voss 

305  W.  H.  McClain 

306  Lyon  Karr 

307  John  W.  Hayhes 

308  G.  M.  Darling 

309  John  W.  Groe.sbeck.    . . 

310  Wm.  K.  Forsyth 

311  John  Smith 

312  E.  D.  Mattes 

313  John  A.  Keller 

314  C.  De  Witt  Taylor ....... 

315  Benjamin  Wolfbrandt , 

316  T.  N.  Boue 

318  Fred  R.  Grigson 

319  J.  K.  Lindvall 

320  J.  F.  VanVoorhis 

321  Philips.  Kirk 

322  G.  A.  Edwards 

323  Wm.M.  Hanna 

325  W.  H.  Howell 

327  A.  A.  Adkisson 

330  H.  L.  Weaver 

331  Alex.  S   Jessup 

33-^  John  W.  Kagev 

333  William  Bewstier 

334  James  I.  Wagner 

335  A.  L.  Schimpfi 

336  F.  M.  Fisher 

337  John  H.  Anderson 

339  T.  J.  McCormack 

340  Arthur  M.  Bloxam 

341  Dexter  C.  Slaten 

342  H.  L.  Padfield 

346  Adam  Wenger 

347  Frank  Thompson 

348  Joseph  J.  Ford 

349  W.  R.  Owen 

3.50  John  H.  Suydam 

351  C.  F.  H.  Carrithers 

3.52  F.  M.  Gragg 

353  George  W.  Lawrence  . . . 

354  A.  P.  Lorton 


83 

259 
337 

138 
184 
173 

82 

57 
130 
223 
302 

59 
156 
102 
129 

92 
257 
263 
242 
199 

57 
104 

44 

85 
131 
192 

'62 


$  8  30 
25  90 
33  70 


13  80 
18  40 

17  30 

8  20 
5  70 

13  00 
22  30 
30  20 
5  90 
15  60 
10  20 

18  90 

9  20 

25  70 

26  .^0 
34  20 

19  90 
5  70 

10  40 
4  40 
8  50 
13  10 
19  20 


6  £0 


170 

17  00 

196 

19  60 

26 

2  60 

257 

25  70 

99 

9  90 

226 

22  60 

160 

16  00 

70 

7  00 

124 

12  40 

185 

18  .50 

70 

7  00 

305 

30  50 

216 

21  60 

148 

14  80 

258 

25  80 

150 

15  00 

185 

18  50 

236 

23  60 

145 

14  50 

349 

34  90 

152 

15  20 

339 

33  90 

193 

19  30 

270 

27  00 

282 

28  20 

229 

22  90 

137 

13  70 

214 

21  40 

92 

9  20 

194 

19  40 

98 

9  80 

145 

14  50 

270 

27  00 

201 

20  10 

$14  30 

31  90 

39  70 

6  00 

17  80 

24  40 
23  30 
14  20 
11  70 
19  00 
28  30 
36  20 

9  90 
31  60 

14  20 

18  90 

15  20 
31  70 
30  30 

30  20 

25  90 

11  70 

16  40 

10  40 

14  .50 

19  10 
25  20 

6  00 

12  20 
6  00 
4  00 

23  00 

33  60 

8  60 

31  70 

15  90 
28  60 

23  00 

11  00 
18  40 

24  50 

13  00 
36  50 

27  60 

20  80 
81  80 

21  00 

24  50 
;i9  60 

20  50 
40  90 

21  20 
39  90 

25  30 

33  00 

34  30 

28  90 

19  70 
27  40 
13  20 

25  40 
13  80 

20  50 
33  00 

26  10 
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LODGES. 

NO. 

NAiMES. 

-f. 

ft 
9 

n 
1-1 

0 

3 

o 

E 

355 

356 

277 

270 

62 

44 

148 

.301 

163 

109 

153 

1,58 

161 

290 

166 

74 

346 

69 

61 

278 

283 

233 

93 

94 

13B 

331 

360 

56 

178 

137 

310 

362 
180 

90 
339 
118 

83 

63 
171 

38 
330 
261 
166 

109 
140 
103 

77 
303 
316 

90 
137 

isi 

333 
325 
318 
53 
65 
348 
177 
337 
l.=-|3 
316 

$37  70 
37  00 

6  30 

4  40 

14  80 

30  10 
16  30 

10  90 

15  80 

15  80 

16  10 
39  00 

16  60 

7  40 
24  60 

6  90 
6  10 

37  80 

38  30 
23  30 

9  30 

9  40 

13  80 

33  10 

36  00 

5  60 

17  80 

13  70 

31  00 

26  SO 

18  00 
9  00 

33  90 

11  80 

8  30 

6  30 
17  10 

3  80 

32  00 
36  10 

16  60 

io  <)6 

14  00 
10  30 

7  70 

30  30 

31  60 

9  00 
13  70 

isio 

33  30 

33  50 
31  80 

5  30 

6  .50 

34  80 

17  70 
33  70 

15  20 
31  60 

$•. 

6 

6 
6 
6 
4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
4 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 
6 

$33  70 

33  00 

Orion 

358 
3.59 
360 
361 
363 
364 
365 
366 
367 
368 
369 
371 
373 
.374 
378 
379 
380 
382 
383 
384 
385 
386 
388 
389 
390 

Wm.  Aubory 

C.E.Morrill 

Henry  J.  Cheesman 

Charles  Rembe 

12  20 

10  40 

20  80 

Douglas 

34  10 

M.  H.  .Spence 

22  30 

Tonica . . 

16  90 

Beraent 

James  Pislier 

21  30 

21  80 

Oxford  

H.  H    Roberts 

M.  V.  B.  Montgomery 

22  10 

35  00 

Newman 

22  60 

Livingston 

13  40 

Chanibersburg 

Shabbona 

S.  J.  Hobbs 

30  60 

Wm.  Husk  

12  90 

Aroma 

J   C.  Danf orth 

12  10 

33  80 

Lllierty 

34  30 

Gill 

Thomas  Gibbs 

28  30 

LaMoille 

Waltham...                     

John Igou  

William  Wilson 

G.  W.  Johnson 

John  Gillespie 

Henry  Hall 

13  30 
15  40 

19  80 

Bridgeport 

29  10 

El  Dara 

32  00 

Kankakee 

Fayette  S.  Hatch 

11  60 

C.  R.  Mitchell     

23  80 

391 
392 
393 
.394 
396 
397 
398 
399 
401 
402 
403 
404 
405 
406 
408 
409 
410 
411 
414 
415 
416 
417 
418 
419 
420 
421 
423 
423 
424 
426 
437 
428 
429 
4.30 
431 
433 
433 
4.34 

G.  W.  Manley 

19  70 

Oconee 

J  W  Heckethorn 

27  00 

Blair 

6  00 

Jerseyville 

C.  E.  Miner 

32  30 

Muddy  Point 

Arthur  N.  Beal 

24  00 

Shiloh 

15  00 

28  90 

Buda 

J.  P.  Hogue 

Charles  E.  Axt 

17  80 

Odell 

14  20 

Kishwaukee 

F.  C  Poust 

12  20 

Mason  City •.   . 

C.  E.  Walch 

33  10 

Batavia 

E.  E.  Whitehome  

9  80 

28  00 

Bethalto 

William  Montgomery 

S.  E.  Lamb 

Joseph  B.  Burtt 

F.  H.  Roessl^r 

32  10 

Stratton 

32  60 

Thos.  J.  Turner 

6  00 

Mithra 

6  00 

Hesperia 

J.  D.  Everitt 

6  00 

Evening  Star 

T.  H.  Briggs  

16  90 

Lawn  Ridge 

20  00 

Paxton 

16  30 

Marseilles 

J.  M.  Ferrell 

Christ  Heiligenstein 

Thomas  H.  Taylor. 

13  70 

Freeburg 

36  30 

Reynoldsburg 

37  60 

Oregon 

15  00 

Washljurn 

Chas.  H.  Ireland 

18  70 

Landmark 

Fred.  F.  Banks 

6  00 

Lanark 

H.  R.  Staley 

18  10 
29  30 

Scottville 

C.  P.  Ross 

N.  G.  Ziebold 

28  .50 

Red  Bud 

37  80 

Sunbeam 

11  30 

12  50 

Kendrick 

W  A  Williams 

30  80 

R.  O.  Van  Gilder 

Walter  Hanback 

23  70 

Murray  ville 

28  70 

Annawan 

Daniel  Porter  

81  SO 

Makanda 

J.  P.  Schwartz 

37  60 
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Philo 

Chicago 

Camargo 

Sparland 

Casey 

Hampshire 

Cave-in-Rock.. .. 

Chesterfield 

Watseka 

S.  D.  Monroe 

Yates  City 

Mendon 

Loami 

Bromwell 

New  Hartford . . . 

Maroa   

Irving 

Nokomis 

Moscow 

Blazing  Star 

Jeffersonville 

Plainview 

Tremont 

Palmyra 

Denver  

Huntsville 

Cobden 

South  Macon 

Chenej^'s  Grove . . 

McLean 

Rantoul 

Kendall 

Amity 

Gordon 

Columbia 

Walshville 

Manito 

Rutland 

Pleiades 

Wj'oming 

Momence 

Lexington 

Edge wood 

Xenia 

Bo  wen 

Andrew  .Jackson. 

Clay  City 

Cooper 

Shannon 

Martin 

Tower  Hill 

Stone  Fort 

Tennessee 

Alma 

Murphj'sboro 

St.  Paul 

Stark 

Woodhull 

Odin 

East  St.  Louis 

Meridian  Sun. . . . 

O.  H.  Miner 

Home 

Parkersburg 

J.  D.  Moodv" 


John  Schafer.  jr. . . 
David  Blrkensteln. 
J.  W.  McKinney .  . . 

A.  J.  Parker 

Ray  J.  Howe 

E.  C.  Sholes 

H.  C.  Frayser 

J.  W.  Armstrong. . . 
Frank  P.  Martin. . . 

L.  C.  Conover 

C.  H.  Widmeyer.  . . 

G.  G.  Lohrs 

Joseph  Jones 

L.  T.  Watklns 

James  W.  Sitton . . . 

J.  R.  Morgan 

C.  B".  McKinney 

E.  E.  Mallory  ...  . 
G.  C.  Jones 

A.  Bourm 

F.  M.  Long 

W.  J.  Donahue 

Frank  Dillon 

T.  J.  Young 

C.  W.  McMillan.... 

Chas.  W.  Beach 

C.  P.  Dawson 

H.  R.  Woodcock.... 

Jas.  Jordan 

Jas.  D.  Haise  

B.  F.  Yates 

John  Fitzgerald  — 

John  E.  Norris 

Chas.  Schacht 

Jos.  M.  Arnin 

A.  T.  Strange 

Jas.  A.  McComas 

Wm.  O.  Ensign 

Louis  J.  Hammel  . . 
Jas.  B.  Brown 

B.  L.  Tabler 

A.  B.  Davidson  

Joseph  Danks 

T.  W.  Kepley 

Chas.  Grassland 

G.  H.  Roberts 

T.  F.  Shannon 

Lewis  C.  Stewart.. 

W.  W.  Booth 

M.J.  Piatt  

John  Warren 

Marshall  Ozment . . 

J.  W.Aiken 

W.  H.  Stephens.... 

James  A.  Wtiite 

Joseph  M.  Grout. . . 
JohnH.  White.... 
Jos.  W.  Willis. 

Ira  W.  Lowe 

E.  J.  Eggmann 

O.  S.  Dentler 

B.  F.  Hartman 

H.  H.  Blake 

F.  M.  Rash 

J.  A.  Hindman 


g 

g 

? 

n 

■J. 

p 

O 

3 

I.5S 

$15  20 

86 
6 

].->6 

15  60 

6 

lao 

13  00 

6 

19a 

19  20 

6 

.=)i 

5  10 

4 

333 

33  30 

6 

23.T 

23  50 

6 

77 

7  70 

6 

a]9 

21  90 

6 

16.^ 

16  50 

6 

264 

26  40 

6 

202 

20  20 

6 

193 

19  30 

6 

262 

26  20 

6 

16v! 

16  20 

6 

233 

23  30 

6 

223 

22  30 

6 

340 

34  00 

6 

333 

33  30 

4 

2.51 

25  10 

6 

23-t 

23  40 

6 

153 

15  30 

6 

221 

22  10 

6 

248 

24  80 

6 

232 

23  20 

6 

323 

32  30 

6 

180 

18  00 

6 

118 

11  80 

6 

141 

14  10 

6 

114 

11  40 

6 

.=^0 

5  00 

4 

30 

3  00 

6 

2.58 

25  80 

6 

295 

39  50 

6 

239 

23  90 

6 

164 

16  40 

6 

114 

11  40 

6 

6 

138 

13  80 

6 

.50 

5  00 

6 

no 

11  00 

6 

214 

31  40 

6 

214 

24  40 

6 

244 

34  40 

6 

326 

33  60 

6 

242 

24  20 

6 

213 

21  30 

6 

121 

13  10 

6 

170 

17  00 

6 

204 

20  -iO 

6 

318 

31  80 

6 

212 

21  20 

6 

30,5 

30  50 

6 

316 

31  60 

6 

18.5 

18  .50 

6 

146 

14  60 

6 

1.54 

15  40 

6 

244 

24  40 

6 

280 

38  00 

6 

74 

7  40 

6 

76 

7  60 

6 
6 

243 

24  30 

6 

258 

25  80 

6 
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Clintonville |  511 

Wade-Barney i  51:3 

-   -"   -  514 

51(i 
517 
518 
519 
520 
5:21 


Bradford 

Andalusia 

Litchtield 

Abraham  Lincoln 

Roseville 

Anna 

Illiopolis 

Monitor 

Chatham 

Evans 

Delia 

Covenant 

Minooka 

Adams 

Maquon 

Ashton  

Seneca 

Altamont 

Cuba 

Sherman 

Plainfleld — '. 

J.  R.  Gorin 

Lockport 

Chatsworth 

Harlem 

Sigel 

Towanda 

Cordova  

Virginia 

Valley 

Apple^  River 

Sharon ; . . . 

Plum  River 

Humboldt 

Dawson 

Lessing 

Leland 

Thomson 

Madison 

Trinity 

Winslow 

Pleasant  Hill 565 

Albany 5titi 

~        '  '  567 

569 
570 
572 
573 
574 
575 
576 
577 
578 
579 
580 
581 
583 
584 
.585 
587 
588 
.590 
592 


Frankfort 

Time 

.Jacksonville. 
Bardolph. . . . 

Gardner 

Pera 

Capron 

O'Fallon 

Viola 

Prairie  City . 

Elbridge 

Hazel  Dell . . . 

Dongola 

Highland 

Vesper 

Fisher  

Princeton  . . . 

Troy 

Fairmount  . . 
Fieldon 


E.  C.  Hawley 

M.  M.  Pease 

W.  A.  Washburn... 

John  D.  Walton 

H.  Finklepaugh  — 

A.  E.  Billings 

Charles  Carr 

James  Norris 

B.  J.  Dorrell 

JohnT.  BuUard.... 

W.J.  Smith 

Chas.  Raymond . . . . 

Foster  J.  Davis 

H.  W.  Huehl 

W.  A.Thayer 

R.  E.  Stewart 

W.  Burkhalter..... 

M.  M.  Billmire 

W.  H.  Westcott 

H.  N.  Drury 

Geo.  H.  Baughman 

R.  J.  Fullerton 

A.  E.  Mollinger 

Chas.  E.  Rock 

J.  F.  Lotz 

W.  G.  Messier  

R.  B.  Wilson 

T.  P.  Mantz 

F.  M.  Moats 

Jno.  W.  Heanj^ 

R.  H.  Mann 

Thos.  R.  Lees  

E.  M.  Mavnard     . . . 
Milton  F." Booth.. ., 

Jas.  L.  Tyrrell 

A.  F.  Schoch 

John  R.  Pierce 

Adolph  Arnold 

A.  H.  Dale 

Geo.  W.  Sweet 

F.  W.  Burhorn 

J.  A.  Waugh 

August  Neusus 

J.  F.  Berry 

Chas.  E.  Peck 

S.  D.  Rotramel 

James  Kelley 

W.  E.  Crane 

H.  A.  Maxwell 

W.  S.  Allison 

Wm.  S.  Watson  ... 

H.  L.  Puffer 

E.  H.  Smiley 

A.  M.  Pinkerton.... 

G.  B.  Willan 

R.  R.  Tumblin 

W.  F.  Taggart 

Jasijer  A.  Dillow... 
Robert  J.  Cook  .     . 

W.  A.  Bartlett 

H.  C.  Porter 

E.  A.  Vaughan 

Elias  Burk 

J.  F.  Stadler 

Elias  F.  Brown 
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Miles  Hart 

Cerro  Gordo. . 

Farina  

Watson 

Clark 

Hebron  

Streator 

Piper 

Union  Park  . . 
Lincoln  Park. 
Rock  River.   . 

Patoka 

Forest 

Wadley 

Good  Hope 

Basco 

Berwick 

New  Hope 

Hopedale 

Locust 

Union 

Tuscan 

Norton 

Ridge  Farm.., 
E.  F.  W.  Ellis  . 

Rochester  

Peotone 

Keystone 

Comet 

Apollo 

D.  C.  Cregier. . 
Oblong  City. . . . 
San  Jose..'. ... 

Somonauk 

Blueville 

Camden 

Atwood  .     ...   . 

Greenview 

Yorktown 

Mozart 

Lafayette 

Rock" Island. . . 

Lambert 

Grand  Chain. . 
South  Park.... 

Phoenix 

Mayo 

Greenland  . ... 

Crawford 

Erie 

Burnt  Prairie. 

Herder 

Fillmore 

Eddyville 

Normal 

Pawnee 

Enfield 

Illinois  City... 

Clement 

Morrison ville  . 
Blue  Mound... 

Burnside 

Gallatia 

Rio 

Garfield 


595  E.  L.  McLain 

600  Geo.  W.  Dilling 

601  J.  W.  Lackey 

602  Frank  Mesnard 

603  Harry  Gamble 

604  D.  A.  Clary 

607  W.  B.  Wignall 

608  M.  L.  Sherman 

610  JohnB.  Marples 

611  Edward  R.  Moffat 

613  Ed.  E.  Brenneman 

613  W.  W.  Murfln 

614  L.  Bullard 

616  O.  F.  Buffe 

617  A.  C.  Sweeney 

618  Albert  Naegelin 

619  D.  R.  Bradley 

6-0  James  Snyder 

632  B.  H.  Schulte 

623  J.  S.  C.  Cussins 

627  A.  H.  Brooks 

630  S.  M.  Burnett 

631  W.  A.  Colton 

632  J.  C.  Watson 

633  Geo.  W.  Billings 

635  James  M.  Bell 

636  E.  H.  Fedde 

639  Wm.C.  Clausen 

641  J.  F.  Beal 

642  J.  F.  Campbell 

643  Reinhold  Zimmerman. 

644  Zack  Wirt     

645  Philip  Sampson 

646  J.  F.  Poplin 

647  L.  C.  Carlin 

648  A.  A.  Cavins 

651  W.J.  Biggs 

653  John  H.  Stone 

655  W.  C.  Stilson 

6.56  J.  Griesheim 

6.57  Tiffin  Jenkins 

658  F.  E.  Jenkinson 

659  R.  W.  Blakeslee 

660  W.  A.  Gaunt 

662  J.  C.  Behrer  

663  James  Jones 

664  S.  G.  Lister 

665  Benton  Tipsword 

666  T.  G.  Alhey 

667  Seward  A.  Eddy 

668  J.  J.  Conner 

669  Paul  Ziemsen  

670  J.  P  Ivy 

672  D.  W.  Hammock 

673  R.  L.  Fleming 

675  A.  V.  Tulpin 

677|g.  G.  Gowdv 


679  W.  H.  Kistler 

680  J.  H.  Stafford 

681  S.  W.  Culp 

6821  J.  D.  Logan 

683  Peter  Jackson. . . . 

6841H.  N.  Ryan 

685'Alexander  Heflin. 
686  Charles  G.  Baker. 
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Orangeville 

Clifton 

Englewood 

lola 

Raymond 

Herrins  Prairie 

ShilohHill 

Belle  Rive 

Richard  Cole. . . 

Hutton 

Pleasant  Plains. 

Temple  Hill 

Alexandria 

Braidwood 

Ewing 

Joppa 

Farmer  City 

Providence  

Collinsville 

Johnsonville  . . . . 

Newton 

Elvaston 

Calumet 

Arcana 

May 

Chapel  Hill 

Rome 

Walnut 

Omaha 

Chandlerville. . . 

Rankin 

Raritan 

"Waterman 

Lake  Creek 

Eldorado 

Harbor 

Carman 

Gibson  

Morning  Star 

Sheridan 

Arrowsmlth 

Saunemin 

Jjakeside 

New  Holland 

Danvers 

Scott  Land 

Goode 

Winnebago 

Weldon. ." 

Centennial 

Alta 

Akin 

Lyndon 

Allendale 

Ogden  

Pre-emption 

Hardinsville 

Verona 

Mystic  Star 

Orel 

Van  Meter 

Crete 

Sullivan 

Palace 

Littleton 


James  Musser 

Peter  Wright 

W.  A.  Sharp 

Samuel  Marshall 

Edward  Grimes 

A.  A.  McMurray 

T.  J.  Cross 

C.  C.  Kniffen 

Robert  K.  Sloan 

J.  V.  Hosenev 

Isaac  P.  Smith 

George  S.  Dodd 

James  R.  McCall 

John  Ray 

R.  D.  Webb 

Henry  Askins 

Henry  Funk 

Stephen  A.  Re3'nolds 

Robert  Smith 

W.  M.  Alvis 

J.  W.  Francis 

W.  A.  .Shirkey  

George  F.  Borman 

James  Gray 

A.  H.  Story 

John  Jack 

F.  M.  Thompson 

T.  H.  Irvin 

M.  S.  Randolph 

Herman  Rettorn 

John  S.  He  wins 

John  D.  Piper 

H.  A.  Schermerhorn 

S.  Beam 

W.  S.  Summers 

Edward  Watkins 

G.  W.  Howell 

Amos  Ball 

Charles  W.  Hollandsworth 

Albert  Gransden 

A.  G.  Barnes ' 

Charles  F.  Ross  

James  S.  Macfarlane. . 

Theo.  Evans 

John  W.  Vance 

Warren  Newcomb 

J.  D.  Ballamy 

James  L.  McLain 

Carl  Swigart 

Thos.  M.  Wimmer 

Henry  C.  Gordon 

Enoch  Sumner 

Wm.  H.  Shaw 

J.  W.  Smith 

Simon  Holmes 

G.  F.  Haigh 

John  M.  Donnell 

W.  A.  Small 

David  Balling 

A.  G.  .Scudamorc 

I.  M.  Taylor 

W.  C.  Trowbridge 

V.  E.  Ashworth 

G.  W.  Lorenz 

F.  M.  Powell 


§ 

g 

h3 

n 

(I 

X 

t^ 

M 

n 

3 

126 

$12  60 

$6 

69 

6  90 

6 

7 

70 

6 

231 

22  10 

6 

220 

22  00 

6 

321 

32  10 

6 

315 

31  50 

6 

293 

29  30 

6 
6 

194 

19  40 

6 

201 

20  10 

6 

380 

38  00 

6 

172 

17  20 

6 

57 

5  70 

6 

298 

29  80 

6 

208 

20  80 

6 

130 

13  00 

6 

10 

1  00 

6 

286 

28  60 

6 

2.52 

25  20 

6 

134 

13  40 

6 

239 

23  90 

6 

16 

1  60 

6 
6 

284 

28  40 

6 

323 

32  30 

6 

271 

27  10 

6 

no 

11  00 

6 

291 

29  10 

6 

201 

20  10 

6 

111 

11  10 

6 

202 

20  20 

6 

64 

6  40 

6 

320 

32  00 

6 

297 

■  29  70 

6 

12 

1  20 

4 

213 

21  30 

6 

110 

11  00 

6 

182 

18  20 

6 

66 

6  6(J 

6 

126 

12  60 

6 

83 

8  30 

4 
6 

168 

16  80 

6 

136 

13  60 

6 

151 

15  10 

6 

295 

29  .50 

6 

94 

9  40 

4 

143 

14  30 

4 

142 

14  20 

6 

155 

15  50 

6 

316 

31  60 

6 

123 

12  30 

6 

242 

24  20 

6 

143 

14  30 

6 

183 

18  30 

6 

218 

21  80 

(i 

74 

7  40 

6 
6 

276 

27  60 

6 

195 

19  .50 

t) 

,30 

3  00 

() 

176 

17  60 

4 

12 

1  20 

ti 

237 

23  70 

6 

$18  60 

12  90 

6  70 

28  10 

28  00 
38  10 

37  50 
35  30 

6  00 

25  40 

26  10 
44  00 

23  20 

11  70 
35  80 
26  80 
19  00 

7  00 
34  60 
31  20 
19  40 

29  90 
7  60 
6  00 

34  40 

38  30 
33  10 
17  00 

35  10 
26  10 
17  10 

26  20 

12  40 
38  00 
35  70 

5  20 

27  30 

17  00 

24  20 
12  60 

18  60 

12  30 

6  00 
22  80 

19  60 
21  10 
35  50 

13  40 
18  30 

20  20 

21  50 
37  60 
18  30 

30  20 

20  30 

24  30 
27  80 
13  40 

6  00 
33  60 

25  50 
9  00 

21  60 

7  20 
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Triluminar 

Mizpah 

St.  Elmo.. . 
LaGrange . 

BayCity i'^ 

NewBurnside ijj- 

Mansfleld 773 

Lake  View '''''* 

Grand  Crossins 77ti 

Ravenswood, . . 

Gurnev  

Wright's  Grove 779 

Siloam "^^O 

Colchester 781 

Potomac 782 

Constantia 783 

Beacon  Light 784 

Stanford    785 

Riverton  Union 786 

Morris , 787 

Lerna    788 

Auburn  Park 
Pittstield  .   ... 
Broadlands. . . 
Calhoun  — 
A.  T.  Darrah. 

Tadmor 

Myrtle 

E.  M.  Husted. 
Normal  Park. 

Sidell 

Colfax 

Kenwood 

Sangamon 


Williamson 802 

803 

804 

805 

80fi 

807 

808 

809 

810 

811 

815 

816 

817 

818 

819 

830 

821 

822 

823 

825 

826 

827 

829 

830 

831 

832 

8:W 

834 

83r 

8H6 

837 


Neponset 

Kensington    — 

S.  M.  Dalzell 

Nebo •. .  ..■ 

Roval 

Cofnland 

Gillham 

Tracy 

Melvin 

Lawn 

Ridg^vay 

Creal  Springs.. 

Ben  Hur 

Columbian  .... 

Henderson  

New  Canton  — 

Belknap 

Pearl 

Arthur  

Mazon 

Sequoit 

Edgar 

Rockport 

Findlav 

Magic  City 

Dean  

Toledo 

Triple 

Windsor  Park. 
Hindsboro 


Walter  E.  Schmidt 

James  Price 

C.  W.  Bayles 

C.  W.  Smith 

Wm.  S.  Moseley 

J.  N.  Berry 

H.  F.  W.  Spilver 

G.  A.  Sandke 

Oliver  Apgar 

J.  M.  Northmore 

W.  H.  Eskew • 

C.  E.  Mierhoff 

P.  C.  Ralston 

James  Parnall 

J.  A.  Littler 

Henry  Wink 

Alberto.  Firleke 

M.  Gerbrick 

A.  W.  Barker 

August  Y.  Weiner 

T.  J.  Diehl 

G.  H.Gillespie  

790  R.  S.  Salee 

791  Walter  H.  Towne 

792  C.  Lee  Wood 

793  S.  G.  Jarvis 

794  F.  C.  Karber 

795  James  B.  Tallman 

796  F.  P.  Armstrong 

797  Lincoln  P.  Goodhue  . . . 

798  W.T.Butler 

799  H.  L.  Henline 

80(1  Chas.  E.  Jackson 

801  S   B.  Sale 

S.  H.  Bundy 

J.  L.  Priestman 

James  Wares 

Will  E.  Dudley 

I.  L.  Lemmon 

.S.  P.  Ingram 

Wm.  McKie 

George  W.  Kimbro  . . 

W.  H.  Roberts 

Bart  Holmes 

Herbert  L.  Whitaker. 

B.  G.Brooks 

Klbert  Mclnturff 

Frank  C.  Kuhn 

James  H.  Porter 

W.  W.Johnston 

Geo.  W.Bufflngton.... 

A.  M.  Kean 

H.  M.  Timms 

C.  F.  Jenne 

Geo.  P.  Thomas 

Charles  D.  Ames 

George  W.Hughs 

T .C;,    XT       U-  1 1  i  c; 


James  H.  Ellis. 

G.  M.  Dick.son 

Jno.  A.  Stout 

.John  L.  Griffin 

Rufus  H.  Smith 

F.  Kohl 

Sevraour  S.  Borden. 
C.  L.  Watson 


217 
15 
384 
323 
131 


351 
5 

2ii 
121 

io 

139 
191 
303 
178 
8 
246 
156 
272 
157 
330 

236 

147 
120 

i-24 
317 
123 

ioi 

260 
316 

187 
253 


$  1  20 


21  70 
1  50 
38  40 
32  30 
13  10 

50 
1  00 

60 
35  10 

50 


100 


299 
336 


155 

292 

346 

120 

176 

71 

53 

154 

300 

204 

23 

321 

190 

277 

168 


21  10 

12  10 

'i'oo 

13  90 
19  10 
30  30 
17  80 

80 
24  60 
15  60 
27  20 
15  70 
33  00 

70 
23  60 


14  70 
12  00 


12  40 
31  70 
12  30 


10  40 
26  00 
31  60 
18  70 
25  30 

io'oo 


29  90 
33  60 


15  50 

29  20 
34  60 
12  00 
17  60 

7  10 
5  30 
15  40 

30  (X) 
20  40 

3  30 
3'^  10 
19  00 
27  70 

ie'so 


$  7  20 

6  00 
27  70 

7  50 
44  40 
38  30 
19  10 

6  50 

7  00 
6  60 

41  10 
6  50 
6  00 

27  10 

18  10 

6  00 

7  00 

19  90 
25  10 
36  30 
23  80 

6  80 
30  60 

19  60 
33  20 
21  70 
39  00 

6  70 

29  60 

6  00 

20  70 
18  00 

6  00 
18  40 
37  70 
18  30 

6  00 
16  40 
32  00 
37  60 
24  70 
31  30 

6  00 
16  00 

6  00 
35  90 

39  60 
6  00 
6  00 

21  50 

35  20 

40  60 
18  00 

23  60 
13  10 
11  30 

21  40 

36  00 

24  40 

6  ;:;o 

38  10 

25  00 
33  70 

6  00 

22  80 


1896.] 


Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 


89 


REPRESENTATIVES— Continued. 


Charity 

Berwvn 

Alto  Pass 

Woodlawn  Park 
Fides 


W.  P.  Spence 

Charles  W.  Piper 

Jacob  F.  Blissing 

George  W.  Kiggs 

Gregor3'H.  Hovnarian 
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EEPOKT— Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

M.W.Bro.  DeWitt  C.  Cregier  presented  the  following  re- 
port from  the  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  which, 
on  motion,  was  adopted: 


To  the  M,  W.  the  Grand  Lodge,  F.  &  A.  M.,  State  of  Illinois: 

Your  Committee  on  .Jurisprudence  has  considered  the  several 
matters  referred  to  it,  and  fraternally  report  thereon  as  follows: 

The  decisions  submitted  by  the  Grand  Master,  in  his  annual  re- 
port, numbered  from  one  to  seven,  inclusive,  are  as  general  abstract 
propositions  of  Masonic  law  regarded  by  your  committee  as  in  ac- 
cord with  the  laws  of  this  Grand  Lodge.  Their  approval,  therefore, 
is  recommended. 

Upon  the  subject  of  life  membership,  embodied  in  the  Grand 
Master's  report  and  referred,  your  committee  report  that  while  the 
provisions  for  the  creation  of  this  class  of  membership  in  our  lodges 
have  long  been  in  vogue,  your  committee  is  of  opinion  that  the  Grand 
Master  presents  some  potent  reasons  for  the  abolishment  of  the 
custom,  or  at  least  in;f  avor  of  a  modification  of  the  provisions  under 
which  members  may  acquire  life  membership  in  their  respective 
lodg^es.  To  resort  to  the  radical  change  contemplated  by  the  former 
suggestion  would  be  apt  to  disturb  a  custom  among  our  lodges,  which 
has  hitherto  been  recognized  as  a  feature  of  lodge  government  neither 
sanctioned  nor  challenged  by  Grand  Lodge.  Under  these  condi- 
tions many  lodges  and  brethren  have  in  good  faith  mutually  entered 
into  relations  that  should  not  be  rudely  disturbed  at  this  late  day. 
But  for  the  future,  the  methods  heretofore  in  force  touching  the  sub- 
ject of  life  membership,  may  be  modified  and  made  uniform  by  an 
amendment  to  Grand  Lodge  By-laws,  which  your  committee  recom- 
mend, by  adding  to  Section  2,  Article  X,  Part  Second  (and  such  other 
sections  and  articles  as  may  be  necessary),  as  follows: 
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"Lodges  may  provide  by  law  for  the  j^rade  of  life  membership,  to 
which  their  oimi  members  only  shall  be  eligible,  upon  the  payment  of  a 
fee  by  such  member  or  members  of  not  less  than  $75  in  a  single  payment. 
^Life  member,^] ii})^  shall  not  be  acquired  in  any  other  manner.  Any  brother 
availing  himself  of  these  provisions  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  common  membership,  and  be  subject  to  all  the  pro- 
visions of  lodge  and  Grand  Lodge  by-laws  and  regulations;  Provided, 
however,  nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  in  any  manner  affect 
any  right  acquired  by  brethren  of  the  constituent  lodges  by  virtue  of 
any  pre-existing  law  or  regulation  of  said  lodges." 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  presented  by  the  Representative  of 
Mississippi  Lodge  No.  385,  and  asking  their  reference  to  this  commit- 
tee, have  been  considered.  The  paper  proposes  "that  hereafter  an 
evergreen  tree  shall  be  planted  at  the  head  of  the  grave  of  every 
Mason  buried  with  Masonic  ceremonies,  and  that  it  shall  become  the 
duty  of  the  several  lodges  to  see  that  they  live  and  flourish."  While 
your  committee  commend  the  fraternal  spirit  which  prompted  the 
kindly  memorial  to  deceased  brethren,  the  matter  hardly  comes  within 
the  provision  of  the  functions  of  this  committee,  nor  within  the  scope 
of  a  mandate  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  which  if  the  resolution  were 
adopted  would  assume  such  force.  Your  committee  is  of  opinion  that 
tender  acts  of  fraternal  affection  like  those  proposed  should  be  like 
true  Masonic  charity — the  outcome  of  individual  inspiration,  and  not 
by  the  force  of  legislation.  With  these  views,  your  committee  does 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  make  any  recommendation. 

DeWITT  C.  CREGIER, 
JAMES  A.  HAWLEY, 
JOHN  C.  SMITH, 
JOHN  M.  PEARSON, 
''  Committee. 


ADDITIONAL  EEPORT— Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

M.W.  Bro.  Smith  presented  the  following-  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence : 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Illinois: 

Your  Committee  on  Masonic  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  of  R.  W.  Bro.  Walter  A.  Stevens,  page  106,  Proceed- 
ings 1895,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  fraternally  re- 
port.    The  resolution  is  as  follows: 
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Resolved,  That  the  recommendation  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Master 
L.  A.  Goddard,  in  his  annual  address,  in  relation  to  Cuba,  be  adopted. 

On  turning  to  page  64  of  same  Proceeding's,  we  find  that  the 
recommendation  referred  to  accompanies  a  letter  from  Bro.  Segundo 
Alvarez,  M.W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba  in  which  the  brother  asks  the  recognition  of  his  Grand  Lodge 
by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  and  to  that  request  Grand  Master 
Goddard  says:  "Considering  that  fifty-two  of  the  sixty-four  Grand 
Lodges  with  which  we  enjoy  fraternal  relations  recognize  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  forty-three  of  which  are  of  the  United 
States,  I  cheerfully  recommend  favorable  consideration  of  this  re- 
quest. I  see  no  cause  why  we  should  further  decline  to  recognize 
this  Grand  Lodge,  which  is  recognized  by  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kentucky 
Michigan,  and  Missouri— all  our  adjoining  neighbors — also  New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  fact  every  jurisdiction  in  the  United  States, 
with  probably  four  exceptions." 

Having  in  mind  the  previous  action  of  this  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
matter  of  recognition  of  sister  Grand  Lodges  your  committee  have 
made  careful  research  into  the  history  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba  and  find  as  follows: 

That  the  first  lodge  instituted  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  "Le  Temple 
des  Vertus  Theologales  No.  103,"  located  in  the  city  of  Havana,  was  reg. 
ularly  chartered  by  the  R.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  year 
1804.  The  raembership  of  this  lodge  was  largely  composed  of  French 
residents  who  had  migrated  from  the  Island  of  Hayti.  About  this 
same  time  another  body  of  Frenchmen  came  from  this  same  Island 
bringing  with  them  the  charter  of  "Concorde"  lodge.  A  charter  also 
issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  this  lodge  was  estab- 
lished at  Baracoa. 

In  1806,  a  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  was  chartered  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  located  at  Baracoa  where  Concorde  Lodge 
was,  but  for  what  purpose  other  than  to  regulate  their  own  domestic 
affairs  does  not  appear.  We  also  find  that  for  a  series  of  years  there 
were  a  number  of  lodges  scattered  over  the  island  and  which  were 
regularly,  instituted  and  chartered  by  three  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
the  United  States  as  follows; 

By  the  R.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania— Le  Temple  des  Vertus 
Theologales  No.  103,  Havana,  1804;  Concorde  No.—,  from  Hayti,  Bar- 
acoa; Las  Delicius  de  la  Habana  No.  157,  Havana,  1818;  La  Recom- 
pensa  de  las  Virtudes  No.  261,  Havana,  1818;  Fidelidad  Habanera  No. 
167,  Havana,  1819;  La  Union  de  Regla  No.  166,  Regla,  1819;  Benevo- 
lencia  No.  175,  Santiago  de  Cuba,  1820;  True  Philantropy  No.  181, 
Santiago  de  Cuba,  1822. 
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By  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina — Constantia  No.  50, 
Havana,  1819;  Amenidad  No.  52,  Havana,  1820. 

By  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana — Reunion  Fraternal  de 
Claridad  No.  7.  Havana.  1815;  La  Rectitude  No.  14,  Havana,  1818;  El 
Tempo  de  la  Durua  Partora  No.  11,  Matanzas,  1818. 

Making  warranted  by  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  8;  warranted 
by  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina,  2:  and  one  at  later  date,  1;  war- 
ranted by  Grand  Lodge  of  Louisiana,  3.     Total,  14. 

And  these  three  grand  lodges  recognize  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Island  of  Cuba,  as  do  nearly  all  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United  States 
as  stated  by  Grand  Master  L.  A.  Goddard. 

In  1818,  the  above  named  lodges  and  none  others  formed  "La  Gran 
Logia  Espanola  de  Francmasones  del  Rito  de  York."  During  the  reign 
of  King  Ferdinand  VII,  of  Spain,  and  from  1823  to  1828,  the  Freema- 
sons in  Spain  were  persecuted,  and  by  his  captains  general  those  of 
Cuba  were  so  brutally  treated  that  to  save  their  lives  many  had  to 
publicly  renounce  Masonry  and  officially  declare  Grand  Lodge  dissolved. 
This  did  not  however  prevent  a  few  of  the  lodges  from  meeting  in 
secret  in  the  mountain  fastnesses  of  that  isle,  and  there,  in  the  deep- 
est valleys  and  on  mountain  top,  hold  Masonic  communion  with  the 
few  true  brethren  there  congregated. 

Hunted  and  persecuted  as  only  the  old  Inquisition  of  Spain  could 
mercilessly  do,  these  lodges  died  out  until  but  two  remained,  and  they 
only  by  change  of  name  and  the  entire  destruction  of  their  old  rec- 
ords. These  two  lodges  were  in  the  mountains,  near  Santiago  de 
Cuba,  the  easternmost  end  of  the  island.  Late  in  the  fifties,  the  per- 
secution having  nearly  ceased  by  reason  of  there  being  so  few  to 
oppress  and  being  so  far  from  Havana,  these  two  surviving  lodges, 
calling  themselves  "Fraternidad"  and  "Prudencia,"  were  found  hold- 
ing their  meetings  in  the  city  of  Santiago  de  Cuba,  where  in  1859,  and 
in  order  to  enable  these  two  lodges  to  organize  a  Grand  Lodge  in  Cuba, 
the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Carolina  gave  charter  to  "San 
Andres  Lodge  No.  93." 

December  5,  1859,  these  three  lodges,  Fraternidad,  Prudencia,  and 
San  Andres,  formed  the  "Grand  Lodge  of  Colon,"  in  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

The  circumstances  being  favorable,  many  lodges  were  chartered 
throughout  Cuba,  particularly  in  the  city  of  Havana  and  western  end 
of  the  island,  but  by  reason  of  difficulty  in  communicating  with  the 
Grand  Lodge  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  August  1,  1876,  the  "Gran  Logia 
de  la  Cuba,"  for  the  western  part  of  the  island,  was  organized.  All 
the  lodges  in  that   part  of  the  island  did  not  join  this  new  Grand 
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Lodge,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  communicate  with  their  Grand 
Lodge  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  these  lodges  united  July  20,  1877,  in  the 
formation  of  a  third  grand  lodge,  called  the  "New  Grand  Lodge  of 
Colon,"  with  the  Grand  East  in  Havana. 

The  difficulties  and  dissensions  which  had  caused  this  separation 
into  three  grand  bodies  having  been  in  a  measure  removed,  the  two 
Grand  Lodges  in  Havana  came  together  and  consolidated  into  one 
grand  body  under  the  name  of  the  "Grand  Logia  Unida  de  Colon  e 
Isla  de  Cuba,"  and  in  1893,  this  consolidated  body  was  taken  back  into 
the  mother  "Grand  Lodge  of  Colon,"  at  Santiago  de  Cuba,  and  the 
name  of  this  grand  body  which  now  governs  the  Craft  in  Cuba  was 
changed  to  that  it  now  bears,  "The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of 
Cuba,"  and  by  which  name  it  desires  to  be  recognized  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Illinois. 

Your  committee  have  thus  briefly  traced  the  lodge  history  of  our 
brethren  in  the  gem  of  the  Antilles,  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  in  a 
spirit  of  fairness  not  looking  alone  for  the  evidence  found  in  all 
lodges  of  the  Ancient  Craft  for  assurances  of  a  common  origin,  nor 
yet  seeking  only  for  reasons  why  these  grand  bodies  asking  recogni- 
tion should  not  be  welcomed  into  our  fold  of  grand  lodges. 

If  there  are  more  than  three  Grand  Lodges  in  the  United  States 
which  have  not  recognized  this  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
your  committee  has  not  found  them,  and  of  those  three  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Illinois  is  the  only  one  which  is  being  asked  at  this  time. 

Having  thus  presented  a  brief  and  plain  statement  of  what  your 
committee  believe  to  be  the  facts  in  this  case  from  the  organization 
of  the  first  organized  lodge  of  Craft  Masons  in  the  island  of  Cuba 
up  to  the  present  time,  your  committee  fraternally  submit  the  same 
for  the  consideration  of  this  Grand  Lodge. 


Fraternally  submitted, 


JOHN  C.  SMITH, 
JNO.  M.  PEARSON, 
JAMES  A.  HAWLEY, 

Committee. 


On  motion,  the  foregoing  report  and  the  resolution  in- 
troduced by  R.  W.  Bro.  W.  A.  Stevens  at  the  session  of  1895, 
recognizing  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba,  were  adopted. 
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AMENDMENT -To  Constitution  Proposed. 

W.  Bro.  Jos.  D,  Everett  introduced  the  following"  resolu- 
tion, which  was  seconded  by  more  than  a  majority  of  the 
Representatives,  and  lies  over  until  next  year: 

Amend  Sec.  1,  Art.  XIV  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by 
adding:  "The  district  may  be  changed  in  otlier  than  decennial  years 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  confirmed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  the  districts  may  be  defined  by  territorial  limits, 
or  by  designating  what  lodges  shall  constitute  a  district." 

Amend  Sec.  2,  Art.  XIV  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  by 
adding:  "Provided  that  in  case  there  shall  be  more  than  one  district 
in  a  county  the  deputies  for  such  districts  must  be  residents  of  the 
county  and  members  of  lodges  therein. 


EEPOET— Committee  on  Obituaries. 

R.W.  Bro.  Geo.  W.  Warvelle  submitted  the  following  re- 
port from  the  Committee  on  Obituaries,  which,  on  motion, 
was  adopted  by  a  rising-  vote: 

M.  W.  Grand  3f aster  and  Brethren: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  such  matters  as  pertain 
to  the  fraternal  dead  of  this  and  other  jurisdictions,  would  respect- 
fully report,  that  we  have  carefully  examined  the  data  submitted  to 
us  concerning  the  illustrious  brethren  who,  since  our  last  annual  com- 
munication, have  laid  down  the  habiliments  of  life  for  a  participa- 
tion in  the  higher  mysteries,  and  now,  obeying  the  demands  of 
fraternal  duty,  we  pay  these  last  honors  to  their  memory. 

AT   HOME. 

Thomas  White,  born  at  Paisley,  Scotland,  January  8,  1825,  died 
at  Quincy,  111.,  April  (3,  1896.  Bro.  White  removed  to  America  in  1852 
and  settled  at  Quincy,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  the  time  of 
his  decease.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  Bodley  Lodge  No.  1  in  1867 
and  subsequently  became  its  Worshipful  Master;  as  a  Mason  he  had 
few  superiors.  In  his  intercourse  with  his  brethren  he  has  been  de- 
scribed as  always  atfable,  kind,  and  considerate,  demonstrating  by 
his  acts  how  well  he  had  learned  and  understood  the  tenets  of  our  in- 
stitution. In  his  death  the  Craft  has  lost  a  true  man  and  society  an 
esteemed  and  honored  citizen. 
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John  C.  Bagby,  born  at  Glasgow,  Kentucky,  January  24,  1819, 
died  at  Rushville.  Illinois,  April  4,  1896.  Bro.  Bairby  removed  to  Illi- 
nois in  1842,  locating  at  Rushville.  For  many  years  he  was  an  active 
legal  practitioner  and  for  a  number  of  years  a  judge  of  the  Circuit 
Court.  Made  a  Mason  in  early  life  he  remained  throughout  a  faithful 
exponent  of  its  principles,  and  serving  for  eleven  years  as  W.M.  of 
Rushville  Lodge  No.  9.  Throughout  his  long  and  busy  life,  whether 
as  a  Mason,  a  lawyer,  or  a  judge,  his  name  was  without  spot  or  blem- 
ish. Kind,  generous,  and  affable,  he  enkindled  in  the  hearts  of  all 
who  knew  him  an  unquenchable  warmth  of  love,  and  his  loss  will  long 
be  deplored  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived. 

Ebenezer  N.  Campbell,  born  at  Walnut  Grove,  Illinois,  January 
8,  1849,died  at  Good  Hope,  Illinois,  December  31,  1895.  Bro.  Campbell 
was  a  member  of  Good  Hope  Lodge  and  nearly  the  entire  twenty  years 
of  his  Masonic  life  was  spent  in  its  service,  he  having  filled  every  office 
within  its  gift.  In  1894  he  was  commissioned  a  Deputy  Grand  Lec- 
turer, which  distinction  he  held  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He  is  de 
scribed  as  an  ideal  citizen,  an  efficient  and  faithful  physician,  and  a 
tireless  worker  in  every  field  of  benevolent,  social,  or  religious  effort. 

Joseph  H.  Dixon,  born  at  Carlisle,  England,  in  1835;  died  at  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  May  7,  1896.  Bro.  Dixon,  as  one  of  his  biographers  has 
justly  said,  was  a  remarkable  man  in  many  respects.  He  came  to 
Chicago  with  his  parents  in  1836,  one  year  before  the  present  metrop- 
olis became  a  city,  and  continued  to  reside  there  until  death  called 
him  hence,  a  period  of  more  than  sixty  years,  a  distinction  that  few 
living  men  can  claim,  thus  placing  his  name  high  upon  the  scroll  of 
the  pioneers  of  the  metropolis  of  the  great  "west." 

As  a  member  of  this  ancient  and  honorable  Fraternity,  our  late 
brother  was  prominent  in  all  grades  as  a  true  craftsman,  and  proved 
himself  worthy  and  well  qualified  in  every  station,  from  the  lowest  to 
the  highest,  ever  evincing  that  fervency  and  zeal  which  characterizes 
the  intelligent  and  loyal  Freemason.  He  was  initiated  in  Keystone 
Lodge  No.  639,  June  2,  1869,  and  rapidly  advanced  to  Master  Mason 
while  the  lodge  was  "working"'  under  dispensation.  He  became  a 
charter  member  when  that  instrument  was  granted  in  October  of  the 
same  year.  He  was  elected  Senior  Warden  in  1870,  and  was  chosen 
W^orshipful  Master  in  1871,  and  was  recalled  to  fhe  "East"  annually 
until  1877,  when  he  declined  further  service  in  that  station,  and  was 
elected  Treasurer,  to  which  station  he  was  re-elected  annually  for  a 
p,e'riod  of  nineteen  consecutive  years. 

Our  deceased  brother  served  as  Steward  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and 
also  served  on  numerous  important  committees.  For  many  years  and 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  of 
the  third  Masonic  district,  embracing  the  northern  portion  of  Chi- 
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cago,  discharging  the  duties  of  the  position  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Grand  Master,  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  the  brethren  generally. 

Peter  Daggy,  born  October  25,  1819,  at  Mt.  Solon,  Vt.;  died  July 
14,  1896,  at  Chicago,  111.  Bro.  Daggy  was  one  of  the  best  known  and 
best  loved  Masons  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  where  he  had  resided  for 
many  years.  Quiet  and  unostentatious,  faithful  in  all  matters  of  busi- 
ness, true  to  every  obligation,  Bro.  Daggy  has  earned  the  just  reward 
of  every  good  and  true  man.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1845,  at  Green- 
castle,  Ind.,  and  in  1869  affiliated  with  Landmark  Lodge,  of  Chicago, 
which  he  afterwards  served  with  marked  ability  as  Worshipful  Master. 


ABROAD. 

Owen  A.  Bassett,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Kansas,  died  at  his 
home  in  Ellsworth,  Kas.,  July  19,  1896.  Bro.  Bassett  was  born  at  Troy, 
Pa.,  July  16,  1834,  and  in  1856  removed  to  Kansas,  where  for  many 
years  he  has  been  a  prominent  figure  in  Masonic,  political,  and  social 
circles.  For  many  years  he  served  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas,  and  the  Masonic  Code 
of  that  state  is  an  enduring  monument  of  his  genius  and  wisdom. 

Albert  J.  Russell,,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Florida,  at  the  mature 
age  of  sixty-seven  years,  passed  into  the  great  beyond  on  January  17 
of  the  present  year.  He  was  an  earnest  worker  in  Masonry,  at  the 
time  of  his  death  filling  the  office  of  Grand  Secretary,  while  every 
other  cause  espoused  by  him  found  a  zealous  and  eloquent  advocate. 
Whether  as  a  soldier  or  civilian,  he  ever  acquitted  himself  with 
honor,  and  his  ripe  judgment  and  wise  counsel  will  be  long  missed  in 
the  councils  that  witnessed  his  latest  and  best  efforts. 

Edward  B.  Rowe,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Connecticut,  died  at 
Boston,  Mass., "on  .June  1,  1896.  He  was  born  at  Utica,  N.Y.,  Septem- 
ber 6,  1834,  and  in  early  life  removed  to  C(3nnecticut,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  merchandising.  Later  he  became  a  resident  of  Boston. 
He  was  zealous  and  active  in  Masonic  work,  and  his  brethren  mourn 
his  untimely  death. 

Michael  Nisbet,  Past  Grand  Master  of  Pennsylvania,  died  May 
7,  1896.  For  many  years  he  filled  the  responsible  position  of  Grand 
Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his  sterling  qual- 
ities as  a  man  and  Mason  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him. 

Asa  H.  Battin,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio, 
departed  this  life  June  3,  1896,  at  the  city  of  Steubenville.  Bro.  Bat- 
tin's  Masonic  life  extended  back  over  a  period  of  forty  years,  and 
while  not  actively  engaged  in  Masonic  work   during  the  last  years  of 
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his  life,  yet  the  record  of  service  in  times  past  entitled  him  to  worthy 
recognition  by  the  Craft  wherever  dispersed. 

Michael  Shoemaker,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan,  died  at  his  home  at  the  city  of  .Jackson,  Nov.  10,  1895.  For 
many  years  he  served  with  distinction  in  the  various  offices  in  civil 
life,  and  in  Masonry  was  an  active  and  zealous  worker.  His  ripe  judg- 
ment and  wise  counsel  will  long  be  missed  and  his  memory  will  ever 
be  revered  among  his  brethren. 

George  E.  Dowling,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan,  died  on  March  30,  1896.  He  was  an  active  and  enthusiastic 
Mason,  filling  every  station  to  which  he  was  called  with  signal  ability, 
and  giving  thereto  the  best  energies  of  his  nature. 

John  C.  Hazlett,  Grand  Master  of  Nevada,  died  at  Dayton  in 
that  state,  October  3,  1895.  For  many  years  an  earnest  and  consistent 
member  of  the  Craft,  he  was  cut  down  while  in  the  enjoyment  of  its 
highest  honors,  beloved  and  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him. 

George  W.  Dame,  for  thirty-two  consecutive  years  the  Grand 
Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia,  died  December  24,  1895.  Of 
him  it  has  been  said,  "Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold  the  upright; 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace." 

Fredrick  Kramer,  Past  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Arkansas,  died  on  September  8,  1896,  leaving  a  spotless  name  and  an 
untarnished  memory. 

Benjamin  W.  Higgs,  for  many  years  the  Grand  Secretary  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Prince  Edwards  Island,  died  August  16,  1896.  A  good 
man  and  Mason  has  gone  to  his  reward. 

Alexander  McGregor,  Grand  Tyler  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan,  died  August  2,  1896.  Faithful  and  painstaking  in  the  dis- 
charge of  duty  he  is  remembered  with  affection  by  his  brethren. 


And  so  brethren,  in  a  little  while,  even  as  it  has  happened  to 
those  to  whose  memory  we  now  do  honer,  so  will  it  happen  unto  each 
of  us,  and  we,  like  them,  will  cease  from  our  labors  and  be  gathered 
unto  our  fathers,  and  when  that  time  shall  come  may  it  be  said  of  us 
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by  them  that  do  follow,  even  as  we  now  say  of  those  whose  lives  we 
have  just  considered,  they  were  eminent  for  their  many  virtues,  and 
illustrious  for  their  many  services  to  Masonry  and  humanity,  and  hav- 
ing' faithfully  performed  the  allotted  tasks  of  life  they  have  entered 
into  eternal  refreshment  in  the  paradise  of  God. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

GEO.  W.  WARVELLE, 
W.  F.  BECK, 
J.  R.  GORIN, 

Committee. 


CALLED  OPF. 

At  1:40  p.m.  the  Grand  Lodge  was  called  from  labor  to 
refreshment  until  9  o'clock  Thursday  morning. 
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THIRD  DAY— Morning  Session. 

•  Thursday,  Oct.  8,  r)896.  ]_ 

9  o'clock  a.  m.  f 

The  Grand  Lodg"e  was  called  from  refreshment  to  labor 
by  the  M.W.  Grand  Master.    Grand  Officers  and  Represen- 
tatives as  yesterday. 


SUPPLEMENTAL  EEPORT— Committee  on  Petitions. 

R.W.  Bro.  C.  M.  Forman  presented  the  following"  supple- 
mental report  from  the  Committee  on  Petitions,  which,  on 
motion,  was  adopted: 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  F.  and  A.  M.  of  Illinois: 

Your  Committee  on  Petitions  presents  this  as  a  supplemental  re- 
port. Petition  of  Loyde  Y.  Eddy,  for  restoration,  expelled  by  Erie 
Lodge  No.  667.  This  petition  was  before  your  committee  at  the  last 
session  of  this  Grand  Lodge,  and  w^s  referred  back  to  said  lodge  for 
proper  action.  Your  committee  reiterates  that  the  offense  committed 
by  the  petitioner  was  a  most  serious  one,  calling  for  the  most  severe 
punishment  by  the  said  lodge,  and  by  it  inflicted.  And  while  the  of- 
fending brother  may  have  atoned  for  the  offense  to  the  fullest  extent, 
yet  your  committee,  ever  mindful  of  its  duty  to  the  Fraternity  in 
preserving  its  high  standing  and  good  name,  is  slow  to  restore  to  its 
rights  and  privileges  one  who  has  been  guilty  of  so  serious  oft'ense,  as 
shown  in  this  instance,  and  more  especially  when  the  guilt  is  self- 
confessed.  There  is  still  nothing  on  file  with  the  papers  in  this  case 
showing  that  the  said  petition  was  ever  properly  acted  upon  by  the 
said  Erie  Lodge,  and  until  this  is  done,  in  regular  form,  your  commit- 
tee declines  to  take  action  thereon.  The  petition  is  therefore  for  the 
second  time  returned  to  said  Erie  Lodge  for  proper  action. 
Respectfully  and  fraternally  submitted, 

CM.  FORMAN, 
T.  M.  GROSSMAN, 
A.  W.  BLAKESLEY, 
»  Committee. 
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PROPOSED  AMENDMENT— To  Grand  Lodge  Constitution. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  the  following'  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution,  presented  by  Caleb  T.  Holland, 
worshipful  master  of  Fellowship  Lodge  No.  89,  but  it  was 
not  seconded  by  representatives  of  twenty  lodges. 

To  amend  section  -4,  article  VIII,  of  th^Constitution  by  striking 
out  the  word  "twenty,"'  in  the  second  line,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  words  ''one  hundred." 

R.W.  Bro.  J.  B.  Fithian  moved  that  the  action  on  the 
amendments  to  section  1,  article  XXV,  part  2;  and  section  6, 
article  IX,  part  1,  of  Grand  Lodge  By  laws,  as  proposed  at 
the  last  session,  be  postponed  until  next  year.     Carried. 

PRESENTATION— Eepresentative  for  New  Zealand. 

M.W.  Bro.  John  M.  Pearson  presented  his  credentials  as 
Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand,  and 
was  received  with  Masonic  honors.     He  said: 

M.  W.  Grand  Master: — I  have  the  pleasure  to  hold  in  my  hand  a 
commission  from  the  Grand  Lodge,  recognized  last  year  for  the  first 
time  among  the  list  of  Grand  Lodges  with  whom  we  are  in  correspond- 
ence. I  respectfully  prsenet  it  to  you.  Sir,  and  ask  to  be  accredited 
as  the  Grand  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master:  It  gives  me  pleasure,  representing 
the  Grand  Lodge,  to  acknowledge  the  credentials,  as  presented,  and 
to  acknowledge,  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  our  distinguished 
brother,  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand.  I 
am  sure  that  New  Zealand  will  have  an  able,  fearless,  and  industrious 
Representative  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 

Now,  brethren,  you  will  join  with  me  in  extending  the  grand  hon- 
ors of  Masonry  to  the  Grand  Jurisdiction  of  New  Zealand,  represented 
near  this  Grand  Lodge  by  our  distinguished  brother. 

M.W.  Bro.  Pearson:  M.  W.  Grand  Master  and  Brethren  of  the  Grand 
Lodge: — I  regard  it  as  not  an  empty  honor,  and  I  am  particularly 
pleased  to  appear  before  you  this  morning  as  the  representative  of 
this  Grand  Lodge.  I  confess  to  you,  and  I  presume  that  some  of  you 
would  make  the  same  confession,  that  I  did  not  know  much  about  this 
Grand  Lodge  two  years  ago,  but  I  find  that  in  that  remote  countr}-, 
1,200  miles  from  anywhere,  and  four  or  five  thousand  miles  to  any 
place  that  we  consider  to  be  anything,  that  the}'  have  a  territory  un- 
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der  their  control  larger  than  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  a  population 
one-quarter  as  much,  and  Masonic  lodges  to  the  number  of  105;  and, 
as  one  of  their  own  men  tells  us,  they  have  a  purer  bred  English  con- 
stituency than  can  be  found  in  England  itself — thoroughly  English, 
you  know.     [Laughter.] 

We  have  a  great  many  of  the  modern  improvements.  We  have 
a  splendid  national  debt  in  New  Zealand,  about  double  what  it  is  to 
the  population  of  this  nation,  and  we  have  not  yet  admitted  our  sis- 
ters into  our  lodges,  but  we  do  allow  them  to  vote.  If  we  have  an 
election  next  November,  they  will  vote,  so  you  see  we  stand  in  the 
advance  ranks;  we  are  not  back  numbers.  We^  have  got  a  fine  coun- 
try; we  have  got,  like  California,  a  climate  that  cannot  be  surpassed. 
We  can  raise  almost  anything  from  the  sub-tropical  fruits  up  to  our 
most  northerly  limits,  in  latitude  south  to  the  most  southern  of  the 
state  of  Illinois.  We  are  all  a  little  farther  east  from  the  meridian 
of  Greenwich  than  Illinois  is  west,  so  I  imagine,  if  we  struck  a  line 
straight  through  to  the  antipodes,  you  would  strike  us. 

And  I  want  to  say  now,  if  you  ever  come  to  New  Zealand  the 
brethren  there  will  be  glad  to  see  you.     [Applause.] 


EEPORT— Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges. 

R.W.  Bro.  L.  L.  Munn  presented  the  followinj;-  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges,  which  on  motion 
was  adopted: 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  &  A.M.: 

Your  Committee  on  Chartered  Lodges  fraternally  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  returns  of  the  constituent  lodges  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1896;  that  all  but  El  Paso  Lodge  No.  246  have  made 
returns,  and  that  the  following  lodges  failed  to  pay  their  Grand  Lodge 
dues  before  the  Grand  Secretary  closed  his  books  for  the  year,  viz.: 
Nos.  226,  246,  331,  361,  430,  595,  and  761. 

We  submit  the  following  summary  of  the  tabulated  statement, 
showing  the  increasing  growth  and  prosperity  of  Freemasonry  in  our 
jurisdiction,  notwithstanding  the  financial  pressure: 

INCREASE,  1895-6. 

Number  raised 3,346 

Number  reinstated 306 

Number  admitted 927 

Number  added  for  error 46 

Total"  increase 4,625 
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DECREASE,  1895-6. 

Number  suspended 945 

Number  expelled 15 

Number  dimitted 1,128 

Number  died 736 

Number  deducted  for  error 19 

Total  decrease 2,843 

Net  jjain  in  membership 1,782 

Total  membership  June  30,  1896 52,509 

Resident  membership 47,855 

Non-resident  membership 4,654 

Number  initiated 3,515 

Number  passed 3,340 

Total  amount  received  for  dues $38,883  75 

Contributed  by  lodges  for  their  own  needy  members,  their 

widows  and  orphans $21,157  60 

Contributed  to  those  not  members 7,790  67 

Contributed  to  the  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home 1,649  15 

Total  contributions  for  charity $30,597  42 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

L.  L.  MUNN, 
FRANK  W.  HAVILL, 
G.  A.  STABLER, 
THOS.  W.  WILSON, 
JAMES  L.  SCOTT, 

Committee. 

At  this  point  the  Grand  Secretary  reported  that  the 
returns  from  El  Paso  Lodge  had  been  received  just  prior  to 
the  session. 


INVITATIOiJf-To  Visit  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home. 

R.W.  Bro.  Geo.  M.  Moulton,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of 
Directors  of  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home,  presented  an 
invitation  to  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to  visit  this  in- 
stitution. 
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PRESENTATION-Of  Setting  Maul. 

W.  Bro.  R.  T.  Spencer,  of  Illiopolis  Lodge  No.  529  pre- 
sented the  Grand  Lodge  with  a  setting  maul  with  the  follow- 
ing remarks: 

M.  W.  Grand  Master  and  Brethren: 

During  the  past  summer  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  some  of  the 
Masonic  lodges  in  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  and  at  all  of  them 
was  received  in  the  most  cordial  manner.  I  was  especially  well 
pleosed  with  my  reception  at  Mother  Kilwinning  Lodge,  situated  at 
Kilwinning,  Scotland.  This  lodge  is  unique  in  several  particulars. 
It  claims  to  be  the  oldest  lodge  in  existence;  it  is  the  only  constituent 
lodge  in  the  world  that  has  no  number;  and  its  presiding  officer  has 
the  title  of  M.W.  Grand  Master. 

The  lodge  room  is  built  within  the  precincts  of  the  ruined  abbey 
of  Kilwinning,  which  was  erected  in  1140,  and  which  was  the  handiwork 
of  a  body  of  operative  Masons,  from  whom  are  decended  some  of  the 
speculative  Masons  who  now  form  Mother  Kilwinning  Lodge. 

One  of  the  officers  kindly  gave  me  this  setting  maul,  an  imple- 
ment which  in  Scottish  lodges  is  used  by  the  presiding  officer  instead 
of  the  common  gavel.  This  maul  is  of  historic  interest.  The  oak  of 
which  it  is  made,  grew  centuries  ago,  upon  the  hills  of  sunny  Spain. 
It  formed  a  part  of  a  spar  of  one  of  the  ships  of  the' Spanish  Armada, 
that  ill-fated  squadron  which  in  1588  sailed  across  the  Bay  of  Biscay 
and  up  the  English  Channel  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Great  Britain. 
This  ship  was  wrecked  upon  the  coast  and  dashed  to  pieces,  and  its 
remains  were  afterwards  used  in  part  in  the  roof  of  the  lodge  room 
of  Mother  Kilwinning.  Two  years  ago,  when  their  new  hall  was  built 
those  ancient  timbers  were  made  into  Masonic  implements  in  order 
that  they  might  be  preserved  as  souvenirs  of  the  oldest  lodge  room 
in  the  world. 

M.W.  Grand  Master,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  presenting  you 
this  maul  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 

The  M.W.  Grand  Master: 

R.W.  Brother  Spencer,  I  am  sure  this  Grand  Lodge  is  greatly  in- 
debted to  you,  not  only  for  the  presentation  of  this  handiwork  and 
souvenir,  but  also  for  the  valuable  information  that  you  have  given 
us  concerning  this  matter,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  I  accept 
this  maul,  and  extend  to  you  the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Lodge  for  your 
thoughtfulness  in  presenting  it  to  us. 
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R.W.  Bro.  Geo.  A.  Stadler  presented  the  following'  reso- 
lution, which  on  motion  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  Grand 
Master  to  select  a  suitable  hall  for  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
next  year. 

The  Grand  Master  appointed  the  following"  brethren  on 
that  committee:  R.W.  Geo.  A.  Stadler,  M.W.  J.  C.  Smith, 
M.W.  D.  C.  Cregier. 

R.W.  Bro.  J.  B.  Fithian  presented  the  following  ques- 
tion, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence: 

Is  there  any  Masonic  law  in  force  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  which 
renders  an  objection  to  the  initiation  of  an  applicant  inoperative  and 
void  if  made  or  renewed  before  the  expiration  of  the  bar  of  a  year 
raised  by  a  former  objection? 

The  Grand  Master  announced  that  the  bonds  of  the 
Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Secretary  had  been  received 
and  approved. 


APPOINTIVE  OFFIOEKS. 

The  Grand  Secretary  read  the  following  appointments, 
made  by  the  Grand  Master-elect: 

R.W.  and  Rev.  Horace  W.  Bolton,  D.D  . . .  .Grand  Chaplain. 
R.W.  and  Rev.  W.  H.  Milburn Grand  Orator. 

W.  G.  H.  B.  TOLLE Deputy  Grand  Secretary. 

W.  Cicero  J.  Lindlay  Grand  Pursuivant. 

W.  H.  C.  Clarke Grand  Marshal. 

W.  Walter  Watson . . ., Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

W.  R.  T.  Spencer Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

W.  E.  C.  Pace Senior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  C.  E.  Allen Junior  Grand  Deacon. 

W.  W.  W.  Bruce Grand  Steward. 

W.  Adam  Ortseipen Grand  Stcimrd. 

W.  J.  S.  McClelland Grand  Steward. 

W.  W.  H.  Johnson Grand  Steward. 

Rro.  Robt.  R.  Stevens Grand  Tyler. 
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INSTALLATION-Of  Officers. 

M.W.  Bro.  D.  C.  Cregier,  assisted  by  M.W.  Bro.  L.  A.  Goddard  as 
Grand  Marshal,  installed  the  following:  officers: 

M.W.  Owen  Scott Grand  Master Bloomington 

R.  W.  Edward  Cook Deputy  Grand  Master Chicago. 

R.W.  Chas.  F.  Hitchcock Senior  Grand  Warden Peoria. 

R.  W.  Geo.  M.  Moulton Junior  Grand  Warden Chicago. 

R.W.  Wiley  M.  Egan Grand  Treasurer Chicago. 

R.W.  .T.  H.  C.  Dill Grand  Secretary Bloomington 

R.W.  H.  W.  Bolton,  D.D Grand  Chaplain Chicago. 

R.W.  and  Rev.W.  H.Milburn.  Grand  Orator Jacksonville 

W.  G.  H.  B.  Tolle Deputy  Grand  Secretary. .  .Mattoon. 

W.  H.  C.  Clakke Grand  Marshal Kankakee. 

W.  R.  T.  Spencer Grand  Sword  Bearer llliopolis. 

W.  E.  C.  Pace Senior  Grand  Deacon Ashley. 

W.  C.  E.  Allen Junior  Grand  Deacon    ...  Galesl)urg 

W.  W.  W.  Bruce Grand  Steward Casey. 

W.  J.  S.  McClelland Grand  Steward Barry. 

W.  W.  H.  .Johnson Grand  Steward Carlinville. 

Bro.  Robert  R.  Stevens Grand  Tyler Chicago 

W.  Bro.  Chas.  Brennan,  the  Representative  of  the  M.W. 
Grand  Lodg"e  of  Maine,  was  present,  and  presented  a  copy 
of  the  proceedings  of  that  Grand  Lodge  with  its  compli- 
ments. 


EESOLUTION-By  M.W.  Bro.  J.  A.  Hawley. 

M.W.  Bro.  James  A.  Hawley  presented  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance: 

liesolved,  That  the  M.W.  Grand  ]^aster  and  the  Grand  Treasurer 
of  this  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  and  in- 
structed to  procure  new  regalia  for  the  use  of  the  Grand  Officers  of 
this  Grand  Lodge. 
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*REPORT  -  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances. 

M.W.  Bro.  Monroe  C.  Crawford,  chairman  of  Committee 
on  Appeals  and  Grievances,  presented  the  following"  report, 
which  was,  on  motion,  adopted: 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  lUinois,  F.  d-  A.  M.: 

Your  Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances  fraternally  report  as 
follows: 


vs.  -  No.  1. 

Cedar  Lodge  No.  124.  ) 

Continued  until  next  annual  communication. 

ViTRUvius  Lodge  No.  8L  ) 

r.s.  )-  No.  2. 


Action  of  the  lodge  set  aside  and  that  the  accused  be  expelled 
from  all  the  rig'hts  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 

Patoka  Lodge  No.  (U.'J.  ) 

vs.  [  No.  a. 


Action  of  the  lodge  sustained. 

Columbian  Lodge  No.  819.  ) 

vs.  )-  No.  4. 


Action  of  the  lodge  set  aside  and  that  the  accused  be  suspended 
from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  for  one  year. 


vs.  >■  No.  T) 

Creal  Spring  Lodge  No.  817. 

Action  of  the  lodge  set  aside,  and  that  the  accused  be  expelled 
from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 

Time  Lodge  No.  5(51).  ) 

vs.  ]■  No.  6. 


Stricken  from  the  docket. 

Apollo  Lodge  No.  642.  ) 

r.s.  ]-  No. 


Continued  until  the  next  annual  communication. 


*|In  report  of  Appeal  Case  No.  -'.  of  Proceedings  of  189,i.  instead  of  "action  of 
lodge  sustained,"  read  "action  of  lodge  set  aside  and  accused  expelled."— Grand 
Skcuetaky.  1 
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.No.  8. 
Wauconda  Lodge  No.  298. 

Action  of  the  lodge  set  aside  and  defendant  expelled  from  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry-. 

Normal  Park  Lodge  No.  797. 

iw.  S-  No.  9. 


Action  of  lodge  set  aside  and  accused  expelled  from  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  Masonr}-. 

Richard  Cole  Lodge  No.  697. 

vs.  !-No.  10. 


Action  of  lodge  set  aside  and  defendant's  penalty  fixed  at  repri- 
mand. 


vs.  VNo.  11. 

Adams  Lodge  No.  559  j 

Action  of  the  lodge  set  aside  and  defendant  suspended  from  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  Masonrj-  for  one  3'ear. 


.  No.  12. 
Richmond  Lodge  No.  143. 

Defendant  expelled  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry. 

In  re  the  arrest  of  the  charter  of  Sig-  )  ^     . ., 
WALT  Lodge  No.  813  f '^"-  ^•^■ 

Recommend  approval  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Master  and  res- 
toration of  charter,  and  the  Grand  Master  select  a  new  name  for 
said  lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

MONROE  C.  CRAWFORD, 
.JOSEPH  E.  DYAS, 
WILLL\M  S.  CANTRELL, 
GEORGE  \V.  HILL, 
EUGENE  L.  STOKER, 
Committee  on  Appeals  and  Grievances. 


ADDITIONAL  KEPORT-Committee  on  Pinance. 

M.W.  Bro.  L.  A.  Goddard  presented  a  sujDplemental  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  recommending-  the  reso- 
lution of  M.W.  Bro.  James  A.  Hawley.  providing"  for  the 
purchase  of  new  reg"alia.  which  was,  on  motion,  adopted. 
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KEPORT— Grand  Examiners. 

The  following'  report  of  the  Committee  to  Examine  Vis- 
itors was  read  by  the  Grand  Secretary,  and,  on  motion,  was 
adopted: 

To  the  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  F.  d-  A.  M.: 

Your  committee,  appointed  to  examine  visitors  at  this  session  of 
Grand  Lodge,  would  beg  leave  to  report  that  we  have  examined  a 
number  of  visitors  who  have  presented  themselves,  and  have  recom- 
mended their  admission  to  Grand  Lodge. 

Fraternally  submitted, 

W.  B.  GRIMES, 
A.  B.  ASHLEY, 
J.  E.  EVANS, 
JNO.  W.  ROSE, 
J.  R.  ENNIS, 

Committee. 


COMMITTEES. 

The  Grand  Master  announced  the  following"  appoint- 
ments: 

MASONIC  JURISPRUDENCE. 

DeWitt  C.  Cregier,  James  A.  Hawley,  Daniel  M.  Browning,  .John  C. 
Smith,  John  M.  Pearson. 

APPEALS   AND  GRIEVANCES. 

Monroe  C.  Crawford,  Joseph  E.  Dyas,  William  S.  Cantrell,  George  W. 
Hill,  Eugene  L.  Stoker. 

CHARTERED  LODGES. 

Loyal  L.  Munn,  Frank  W.  Havill,  George  Stadler,  Thomas  W.  Wilson, 

James  L.  Scott. 

LODGES  UNDER  DISPENSATION. 

Charles   H.  Patton,  C.  J.  Renter,  R.  L.  Fleming,  Daniel   J.  Avery, 
Henry  C.  Mitchell. 

CORJIESPONDENCE. 

Joseph  Robbins. 
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MILEAGE  AND  PER  DIEM. 

John  A.  Ladd,  Ed.  L.  Wahl,  Wm.  B.  Wright. 

FINANCE. 

L.  A.  Goddard,  Gil.  W.  Barnard,  Samuel  W.  Waddle. 

GRAND  EXAMINERS. 
W.  B.  Grimes,  A.  B.  Ashley,  J.  E.  Evans,  .J.  W.  Rose,  J.  R.  Ennis. 

REPOET— Committee  on  Jurisprudence. 

M.W.  Bro.  DeWitt  C.  Creg-ier,  from  the  Committee  on 
Jurisprudence,  asked  that  the  report  on  question  asked  by 
R.W.  Bro.  John  B.  Pithian,  be  laid  over  until  next  year, 
when  a  report  would  be  made  covering  same. 

CLOSED. 

At  12  m.,  no  further  business  appearing,  the  M.W.  Grand 
Master  proceeded  to  close  the  lodge  in  ample  form. 

BENEDICTION. 

Gracious  God!  We  humbly  ask  Thy  blessing-.  Let  the  light  of  Thy 
countenance  guide  and  guard  our  waysl  The  angel  of  Thy  covenant 
keep  and  preserve,  and  in  the  fullness  of  time  and  the  richness  of 
Thy  blessing  bring  us  to  enjoy  Thy  presence  forever.     Amen. 


(ChjuMsi/k^d:^ 


GRAND    MASTER. 


ATTEST: 


^ 


GRAND    SECRETARY. 
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DISTEICTS  AND  DISTRICT  DEPUTY  GRAND  MASTERS 


FOR  THE  YEARS  1896- 


POSTOFFICE  ADDRESS. 


COUNTIES  COMPOSING  DISTRICT. 


W.  M.  Burbank. 


Herbert  Preston 


4  Luman  T.  Hoy. 

5  Jacob  Krohn. . 


Chas.  E.  Grove 

Daniel  D.  Hunt 

John  B.  Fithian 

William  L.Milligan 
T.  Van  Antwerp    . . 

H.  C.  Cleaveland... 

O.  F.  Kirkpatrick.. 


D.  D.  Dunkle 

Louis  Zinger 

Delmar  D.  Darrah. 
W.  Bergstresser. . . 
Robt.  L.  McKinlay. 


3035  So.  Park  ave.,  Chicago 
1188  W.Adams  St..  Chicago 

Monadnock  Blk.Ch  ca  o. 


Woodstock,  McHenry  Co. 
Freeport, Stephenson  Co. . 

Mt.  Carroll, Carroll  county 
DeKalb.  DeKalb  county  . . 

Joliet.  Will  county ' . . . 

Ottawa.  La  Salle  county. . 
Sparland,  Marshall  Co 


Chas.  F.  Tenney  . . . 
R.  D.  Lawrence 

Albert  P.  Grout  . . . 

W.O.  Butler 

Alex.  H.  Bell 

Hugh  A.  Snell 

William  H.  Lathrop 

C.  Rohrbaugh 

H. T.  Burnap 

James  Douglas 

J.  M.  Burkhart 

Henry  T.  Goddard. 

J.  M.  Jones 


Rock  Island,  Rock  Island 

county. 
Blandinsville,  McDonough 

count}' 
Monmouth,  Warren  Co.. 
Pekin.  Tazewell  county. . . 
Bloomington,  McLean  Co 
Danville,  Vermilion  Co.  . . 
Paris,  Edgar  county 


Bement.  Piatt  county 

Springlleld,  Sangamon  Co. 


Winchester,  Scott  county. 
LaHarpe,  Hancock  county 
Carlinville,  Macoupin  Co. . 

Litchfield,  Montgomery  Co 
Newton,  Jasper  county. .. 

Kinmundy, Marion  county 

Upper  Alton,  Madison  Co. 
Chester,  Randolph  count}' 
Marion,  Williamson  Co.. .". 

Mt.  Carmel,  Wabash  Co. . . 

New  Grand  Chain, Pulaski 
county 


"South  Chicago,"  and  all  that  part 
of  CoOk  county  lying  south  of  the 
Chicago  River,  "and  east  of  the 
Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 

All  that  part  of  West  Chicago  and 
the  county  of  Cook  lying  south  of 
the  '-Fulton  Branch'"'  of  the  Chi- 
cago &  Northwestern  R.R..  and 
west  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan 
Canal. 

All  that  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago 
and  the  county  of  Cook  lying 
north  of  the  Fulton  Branch  of  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  R.R. 

Kane,  McHenry,  and  Lake. 

Boone,  Winnebago,  and  Stephen- 
son. 

Jo  Daviess,  Carroll,  and  Whiteside. 

Ogle,  Lee.  and  DeKalb. 

Kendall,  DuPage,  Will, and  Grundy 

La  .Salle  and  Livingston, 

Bureau,  Putnam,  Marshall,  and 
Stark, 

Henry,  Rock  Island,  and  Mercer. 

McDonough,  Fulton,  and  Schuyler, 

Knox,  Warren,  and  Henderson. 
Peoria,  Woodford,  and  Tazewell. 
McLean,  DeWitt,  and  Ford. 
Kankakee, Iroquois, and  Vermilion. 
Champaign,  Douglas,  Edgar,   and 

Coles. 
Piatt,  Moultrie.  Macon,  and  Logan. 
Mason,    Menard,    Sangamon,    and 

Cass. 
Brown,  Morgan,  Scott,  and  Pike. 
Adams  and  Hancock. 
Calhoun,  Greene,  Jersey,  and  Ma- 
coupin. 

Montgomery, Christian, and  Shelby 
Cumberland,  Clark,  Crawford.Jas- 

per,  Richland,  and  Lawrence. 
Clay,  Eflingham,  Fayette,  and  Ma- 
rion. 
Bond,  Clinton,  and  Madison. 
.St.  Clair.  Monroe,  and  Randolph. 
Washington,  Jefferson,    Franklin, 

Perry,  Jackson,  and  Williamson. 
Wayne,  Edwards,  Wabash,  White 

Hamilton,  Saline,  and  Gallatin. 
Hardin,    Pope,     Massac,    Johnson, 

Union,  Pulaski,  and  Alexander. 


112 


Proceedings  of  the 


[Oct.  8, 


CD 

t-H 

o 

I— I 

o 

w 
o 

Q 
O 

Q 

< 

O 
W 

H 
O 

W 

u 

I— I 

o 


w 

O 

K 
W 

O 

O 

o 

O 

O  H 
o  ^ 

g  M 

o  H 
00  p 

«^ 

•  W 


O    >H 

o 

Q 
W 
Eh 
O 


f^  "^  '^  'C  '^  "^  TS  "^  'C  '^  'w  'C  "^  "^  "^  n 


^^;=  : 


•^•j:;  t^ 


OdJd 


(3  C  C  C  C  C 
!>  u  1>  ^  o  Cj 

(-1  tJ  u  1-  ;^  (-. 
;j  !^  1h  !-  i^  ;-. 

3  3  fi  S  S 

pa  CQ  ra  m  a  M  J  J  3  rt  I « 


odd 
c  c  c 


1  rt  rt  rt  rt  r 


PhPhhIhi- 


i  rt  ni  rt  rt  ri  rt 
I  BhhhN  hMKPh 


U  0) 

o  o 

SB 
n  !-. 


p. 

OS 

K  O 
y,r-<: 


c  c  C  I 
rt  cj  c^  I 

BSS! 

O  O  O  ' 

o  a  o  c 


^'T3'^-t->-*-»-i-J+J-.-»^-»-i-t-»-i-J-J 


1)  0) 

'■« 

:as 


!-l     >^     tj     ^H 

•-/  o  --/  o  cj  u  o  o  o  o  •_  o  o  o  'J  rt  3 

ESEBssasssssaES^b 


^QOQQO 


3  3  3  Cl 

o  o  c  o 

r.  v.  -f.  -ji 

\  "u  "u  "u  'u 

<   )-i  ^   )h   l-l 

t  c^  c^  c^  c4 


■f.  u 


'i'^'A-.^ 


^  OJ  X  'IJ     '^ 
3  'aiA  U% 


Au 


(-1  O  rj 

ri  p 


1-4  ^  *  *  *  * 


^  c 
S^  d  5W^ 

■      '"  ■  K*  *    *    *     *     -X- 


=^C?"E£-i::-2-, 


-St^ti-'^^^C 


3r^( 


1-.  !-4  i-i  -_;  - 
u  0^  0)  3 

rt  RJ  3  E  S 


>^  :  •   • 
«  .  .   : 

3    '■U'^ 

3  •  "iii 
.a  ^^ 

2  1^  M  =c 
5b^3 

rt  oi  o  B 


3  3 

3  3 

3  (U  dj^'^S 

►"-^-s  3  s<: 


5  :SEB 

r^;:^  3  3  3. 

^  'w  H  '-*  H  s 
^3  (utJ  (U  : 
;i  ra  j^  M  ►>  ' 

h,  g  a;  0;  oj  c  ► 
;t;  o  o  c  c  ;> ; 


Oj     .;=  t  Ji-i  3 

S  3  •;;;  ,x  •-:  W  u 


iSdB' 


•  TO  "  Jj 


ni  rt  0) 
•^■^  X 
3  3  oi 
i>  D  •/ 

3ffl 


c  J!o3  .-.ii 
•r;  P  o  3  i-i  hfl 

d  o  t^   .-f  ■" 


I  3  '■  rl^  ^'~'!>3HHc:2l' 


^-5^T 


.  rt 


-»1<tJ. 


3  *^  3  2  ii  t; 


When  elected 


E  s  1* 

rt  cStU 
'C'3_c 

0)  OJ  S 

SBi; 


rt     •-;  C 
^  o  rt  i; 


>.ni  a;  3-^    ■'! 

1^  S  ?  =^  •-  ? ' 

rt  rt^-3-^  gi 

"^K  CIk  ^-5 
"     Bi. 


^3 


-  c  i;  c  5  rt 

J5  i-s  3  ^^  r^  H  a  >-5  r^ 


c  B 


i  i  .ill 

3  3  3^ 
b£Mb£y 
li  !-i  !- 
i)  a;  II  . . 


^dcd^-S 

,;  Uhr;  a;  is  5" 
^31^  3  Sii 

a  u*^  !h  TO  2 

l-5l-?HHl-5»   O 


-.  f.  y. 

3  3  3 

COO 

1-3^1-5 

EBB 

rt  rt  rt 
rt  rt  rt 

1-4   !-.   t-l 


6§ 

4^0 


.^t, 


„^5E 


^  1)  li'c  o  ji 

Q  l-<  I-"  -  Jh  1-5 

BSB.-i 


y   U  O  C^ 
^333 

•;rK33S 


u  u    ■ 

^^?id3 


!-<  U 


Hr^  ' 


rt  ?;  rt  /:  ' 


E5B 

nii>  rt 
1-5 1>  1-5 


C  cTi  rt  d' 
rt  l-i  1-1  >-., 

HtH  l-H  M  hH  I 


3  3  rt  *-4  *^ 
B  S  O  O 

i'^xxKKK 

^^  2  2cL  o  c 


OOCJCQCiX^XXXXXXXX'bccOODOCOOXOOaOXODOOC 


CO  i*  X  OS  o  —  c*-?  ro  - 
ir:  lO  ic  ic  ?£3  !:o ■ 


1896. 


Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 


113 


u  u 

en 


vr'-v^-r'VVVT?  ^  ^  f^  ^  ^  <^  ^  ^  ^  '^  <-  <- 

CWj-IWj-l^lMWWwr-'r-'r^rH-'r^rHrHr-f-trH 
L4Lj'_,(,tjl_,l_,»ji-H^>-'^^'-^-*-Hi-i^^»-i 

.s.n.n.s.S  S  S  S  H  B  S  S  S't3'rtrt'rt'c3'c3rt'c3rt'c3'c3'c3 
ooooo52£fi££££ooooccoooooo 


QQOf 
odd; 

S*  hrH  HH  H 
•-5  1-5  1-5  I- 


2^caC3QP 


[2  c 

,  0)  0) 


-<<1 


S  Z^  ^  -f'  ^  M  -t  i//  tc  be  !M  bJj  bo  St  M  he  bfi  be  he 


■r '.'-—' "^ —•  "r  T^  "r  ■^  •^  c!  d  >i  >>  >i  >>  >-,  >^  >^  >i  >i  >>  >-.  t»>  >^  >.  >-.  >i  >-. 


oj  V  a 

O   V  Q 

3  5  3_^  1^   U  j^ 

o  0)  t^  r  a  a 


c  o 


-did 


U    i-'^^ 


^  o  g ; 


C  >  > 


c  a, 

1)  V, 


1)  (L) 

O  O 

u  u 


]  o  o 


M^  o  c 

.     .  o  o  4-*  ■  ' 

^^  o  o--; 


jS 


=  gS 


.^  O  tJ  o  3  3 

iiii  o  o;=ifl  o  o 

jjocaaddod 


•       •    (-1    S-H 

>^l>.3  3 

1,  Oj  ^  ^  .J.  .^  J3  J- , 


cj       a 
o  o  b  b  :  -S  :  :  rt  .' 


,-.  dfT  ^  '-' 


>  >  ^  ^=.5  J  J  g  a  ;^  c  i  a  ^  t;^  £  £  [^  22S 


o    •    •  c  c  u  o 
—  ■"  -^  o  c  fl  rt 


^^  -H  ,-,  -  ^    ^:^  'jj  ij  ."■  n  -s  -,  y-'  ^  ~  o  ,"-'>-  '-J  x^  ;^  p-  ^-'  ^    .    . 


bebfi-r 
aj  nj  ff 
>-i  >^  rt 


>,d  3    ■    • 

■^  ••f   v:  rj  rj 


!>)>-i->-J-w  bebc -CTi    ■    ■ 

OJ  0)  o  O  d  d (Hi-.:: 

tj  o  u  u  .s  .S   :  ;  ;  i  !  .■  ;  o  o  -o  is 

ti  ti'Jl-Sl  C  G  r-  -I  a    ■    •CC't^'t-bb 
"^ '^MM  ?  P  rt  t^  rt   •    ■JSSS.S-S 

^^^^2gSSb55£^Sd|| 


MM 
O  O 

r;  o  o 


!^  3  3^^ 

iJJ  o  c 

^        «K 

^.  W  H  fl  ^ 

rt  O  O  (u  o 

rt.'>-,  —  o  cCC  <"  ^  '"^  •■^^^<-<^^~Cm.:;  ->  ^  ^  ^^^ 


22  .  .  :  :  >,>, 
o  o  i-i  '-I  ^'  ^'  ^  '-' 

g  g  <U  1)  >-)!>i3  3 

b  b^^  --  c  o  o  JT 

«  f-i  Wl-S'-5*    _  _|75 

to  to  t»  i=-  t»  I-  t-  !-  <-  l~  I- 

coooooooocoooococ 


c  'J  ;5  K 

O  D  1>  -2 


.D 


QPh; 


el)  0) 
:7j  "^  '^ 

dSS 
;  c  c  a 

3  c  o  o 
:  1-5 1-5  ^^ 


N-'  oc'  a.  o 

•     '     i^oo 

xooxxaoooooxxooxco 


rb-b   •   • 
1-1  1-1   ■   • 

O  O'^'Ti 

■*"*-<  u  u 
=^  ^25 

1-.  i-.'C'b 
oo  o  o^^ 

OO   .   .  o  <= 

C  C  g  g  (U  <u 
O  O  D  1)  p  ^ 


>  — '  •??  CO  *t"  ift  *-C  i--  'X/  Oi  O  —  '-v  u'j  -T-  i\j  ^k-' 


—  OI  CC-f  id  to 
Ci  Cl  OS  Ci  O^  Ci 
GO  Xt  X  00  CC  00 


114 


Proceedings  of  the 


[Oct.  8, 


REPRESENTATIVES 


OF  THE  GRAND  LODGE  OF  ILLINOIS  NEAR  OTHER  GRAND  LODGES. 


GRAND  LODGE. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas  

British  Columbia 

California  

Canada 

Colorado  

Connecticut  

Delaware 

District  of  Columbia  . 

England , 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho  

Indiana 

Indian  Territorj' 

Ireland 

Kansas 

Louisiana 

Manitoba 

Maine 

Maryland 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri   

Montana 

Nebraska 

New  Brunswick 

New  Hampshire    

New  Jerse3' 

New  Mexico 

New  York 

New  Zealand 

Nevada 

North  Carolina 

North  Dakota 

Nova  Scotia 

Ohio  

Oregon  

Prince  Edward  Island 

Quebec  

Rhode  Island — 

Scotland 

South  Australia 

South  Carolina 

South  Dakota 

Tennessee  

Texas 


Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington 

West  Virginia 

Wisconsin   

Grand  National  Mother  Lodge  of 

the    Three     Globes,     Berlin. 

Prussia   

United  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria. 
United    Grand    Lodge    of    Newl 

South  Wales 


REPRESENTATIVE. 


W.  W.  Daffln 

Artemus  Louden  Grow  . 

R.J   Laughlin 

W.  W.  Northcott 

John  McMurry      

Geo.  C.  Davis 

Henry  M.  Teller 

John  W.  Mix 

Geo.  M.  Jones 

L.  Cabel  Williamson 

Walter  Henry  Harris  . . . 

James  C.  Graver 

James  Whitehead. 

Thomas  C.  Maupin 

B.  M.  Wiloughby 

J.  S.  Murrow 

Obadiah  Ternan 

Matthew  M.  Miller 

Chas.  F.  Buck 

John  Leslie 

Joseph  A.  Locke 

John  S.  Berry  

A.  M.  Seymour 

Alcinous  Y.  Davidson. . . 

Frederic  Speed 

Martin  Collins 

Cornelius  Hedges 

George  H.  Thummel  ... 

J.  Henrv  Leonard 

Sewell  W.  Abbott 

Jos.  A.  Gaskill 

Harvey  Huston 

Wm.  D.  Critcherson 

William  Beilby 

Charles  E.  Mack 

Hezekiah  A.  Gudger 

James  C.  Gill 

Theo.  A.  Cossman 

O.  P.  Sperra 

W.  T.  Wright 

Henry  M.  Aitkin 

Alexander  Chrisholm. . . 

Newton  D.  Arnold 

Colonel  Patrick  Stirling 

John  Trail  McLean ". 

John  F.  Ficken 

Oscar  S.  Gifford 

A.  V.  Warr 

Geo.  Lopas,  jr 

A.  Scott  Chapman 

Delos  M.  Bacon 

Beverly  R.  Wellford,  jr. 

Louis  Ziegler 

S.  D.  Engle 

John  W.  Laflin 

Wm.  Bernhardi 

Edward  Edwards 

Harrv  Passmore 


RESIDENCE. 


Grove  Hill. 

Bentonville. 

Victoria. 

Weaverville. 

London. 

Central  City. 

Yalesville. 

Dover. 

Washington. 

London. 

Sutherland. 

Warrenton. 

Boise  City. 

Vincennes. 

Atoka. 

Enniskillen. 

Topeka. 

New  Orleans. 

Winnipeg. 

Portland. 

Baltimore. 

Detroit. 

Minneapolis. 

Vicksburg. 

St.  Louis. 

Helena. 

Grand  Island. 

Saint  John. 

Wolfeborough. 

Mount  Hollj'. 

Albuciuerque. 

New  York. 

Hastings. 

Virginia. 

Asheville. 

Casselton. 

Halifax. 

Ravenna. 

Union. 

Charlottetown. 

Montreal. 

Providence. 
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irn  /nbemoiiam. 


Joseph  Henry  Dixon, 

District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the 
Third  Masonic  District. 


c 


An  Enthusiastic,  Loyal,  Industrious  Mason. 


) 


Ebeiiezer  Newton  Campbell,  m 


TO  THE   MEMORY   OP 


Archelaus  Newton  Yancey, 


( 


Faithful  to  every  Trust  Committed  to 
His  Care. 


) 


TO  THE   MEMORY  OP 


Robert  h\  Russell 


Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  oi" 
Florida. 


TO  THE    MEMORY  OP 


George  Wasliinotoii  Dame, 

Grand  Chaplain  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Virginia 


TO  THE   MEMORY  OP 


Edward  B.  Rowe, 


Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
OF  Connecticut. 


Died  June  1,  1896. 


Michael  Nisbet, 

Past  Grand  Mastkr  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Pennsylvania. 


John  E.  James, 

Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  op 
Nevada. 


c 


Gone  to  that  Bourne  Whence  No  Traveler 
Returns. 


) 


Michael  Shoemaker, 

Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan. 


c 


"After  the  Shadowy  River,  Rest." 


) 


George  Enoch  Dowling, 

PAST  GRAND  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Michigan. 


TO   THE    MEMORY   OF 


Owen  A.  Bassett, 

PAST  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Kansas. 


Alexander  McGregor, 

Grand  Tyler  of  the  Grand  Lodge  ob'  Michigan.       ^P 


Frederick  Kramer, 

Past  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Arkansas. 


Benjamin  Wilson  Higgs, 

Past  Grand  Secretary  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Prince  Edward  Island. 


c 


After  Life's  Fitful  Fever,  He  Sleeps  Well. 


) 


The  Grand  Secretary  desires  to  thank  the  editors  of  the  following 
magazines  and  papers  for  kindly  supplying  his  office  with  their  publi- 
cations during  the  past  year,  in  exchange  for  our  proceedings.  We 
shall  be  happy  to  exchange  with  all  Masonic  publications  and  papers 
having  a  Masonic  department: 

Voice  of  Masonry— 182  South  Clark  street,  Chicago. 

The  Illinois  Freemason— Bloomington,  111. 

Masonic  Advocate— Indianapolis,  Ind. 

Masonic  Chronicle— Columbus,  Ohio. 

Masonic  Home  Journal— Louisville,  Ky. 

The  Freemason— Sidney,  New  South  Wales. 

Masonic  Tidings— Milwaukee,  wfs. 

The  Trestle  Board— 408  California  street,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

The  Royal  Craftsman— Rahway,  N.  J. 

Masonic  Journal— Portland,  Me. 

The  Masonic  Constellation— St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  New  Zealand  Craftsman — Dunedin. 

Square  and  Compass— Denver,  Colo. 

'I  HE  Texas  Freemason— San  Antonio,  Texas. 

The  American  Tyler — Detroit. 

The  Freemason  and  Fez— Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Masonic  Token — Portland,  Me. 

The  Masonic  Review— Tacoma,  Wash. 

Square  and  Compass— New  Orleans,  La. 
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t^eport  oj"  tl^eCSommittee  on  IVJe^^onic 
©orre^pondence. 

To  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  Free  and  Accepted  Masons: 
In  the  following  pag'es  we  have  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  fifty- 
five  American  grand  lodges.  To  complete  the  list  we  lack  only  Ne- 
braska and  Nevada,  double  notices  of  which  appeared  in  our  review 
of  last  year,  including  in  both  their  proceedings  for  1895.  Four  of  the 
Australasian  group*  of  grand  lodges  are  included  in  this  review,  Tas- 
mania alone  being  missing,  as,  unhappily,  has  been  the  case  since 
1893.  Our  only  intelligence  from  that  jurisdiction  during  the  past 
year  is  of  their  sad  bereavement  by  death  of  their  grand  master. 
Dr.  E.  O.  GiBLiN,  mention  of  which  we  find  in  the  proceedings  of 
some  of  their  Australasian  neighbors.  From  England  we  fortunately 
have  the  full  proceedings  for  the  year;  from  Ireland  only  the  custom- 
ary eight-page  pamphlet  devoted  to  accounts  and  statistics,  and  dis- 
closing the  fact  that  the  Duke  op  Abercorn  remains  grand  master, 
and  that  LORD  Castletown  is  grand  secretary;  and  to  our  great  re- 
gret we  are  again  compelled  to  chronicle  the  entire  absence  of  pro- 
ceedings from  Scotland. 

It  has  been  our  hope  to  notice  somewhat  at  comparative  leisure, 
in  this  place,  the  questions  now  uppermost  before  the  craft,  but  the 
days  and  nights  are  not  quite  long  enough,  and  the  fleeting  minutes 
of  the  eleventh  hour  leave  us  only  time  enough  for  a  hurried  glance 
— a  touch  and  go. 

The  question  of  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material  still  continues 
to  attract  more  a.tention  than  any  other,  fresh  instances  of  dead- 
lock between  sovereign  jurisdictions  differing  in  their  interpretation 
of  the  law  of  Masonry,  serving  to  keep  it  continually  at  the  front. 
The  discussions  of  the  question  during  the  past  year  have,  we  think, 
fully  justified  the  opinion  expressed  in  our  last  report  that  it  was  be- 
ginning to  be  more  clearly  seen  that  a  necessary  condition  jarecedent 
to  any  agreement  must  be  a  recognition  by  both  sides  of  the  fact  that 
Masonry,  not  the  candidate,  is  the  chief  factor  in  the  problem;  in 
other  words,  it  must  be  agreed  that  the  Masonic  acts  of  a  lawfully 
constituted  lodge  working  in  conformity  to  the  regulations  of  the 
grand  lodge  vvhich  is  conceded  to  be  for  those  of  its  obedience  the 
authorized  interpreter  of  Masonic  law,  must  be  given  full  faith  and 
credit.  Under  the  irritation  caused  by  the  unwarrantable  trespass, 
it  took  us  a  good  while  to  see  that  the  making  of  material  belonging 
to  us  by  lodges  of  a  different  obedience  must  be  confessed  to  have 
given  the  material  so  made  a  lawful  Masonic  status,  because  they 
were  lawful  lodges  lawfully  at  labor  in  conformity  with  the  regula- 
tions imposed  by  competent  authority.     But  we  did  come  to  the  recog- 


APPENDIX. —PART   I. 


nition  of  it  pretty  jjenerally,  the  <jrand  lodisres  being  very  few  that 
will  assume  to  declare  that  the  act  of  makinji;'  by  a  lodg'e  thus  at 
labor  is  without  Masonic  virtue,  null,  void,  and  of  no  effect. 

So,  too,  it  may  take  a  tjood  while  for  us  to  see  that  on  the  other 
hand  the  status  <riven  a  rejected  candidate  under  the  properly  admin- 
istered law  of  a  grand  lodge  recognized  b}'  us  as  the  competent  law- 
giver within  its  territory  cannot  be  denied  without  discrediting  the 
lawful  acts  of  its  lawful  lodges,  no  matter  how  much  we  may  condemn 
the  policy  of  giving  that  status  or  the  law  which  gives  it.  The  ac- 
knowledgment of  complete  Masonic  competency  on  the  part  of  each 
is  involved  in  the  mutual  recognition  of  grand  lodges,  and  until  this  is 
fully  realized  bj-  both  parties  to  this  debate,  so  that  each  can  approach 
the  other  as  a  recognized  equal  in  all  things,  there  can  be  little  profit- 
able discussion  of  the  minor  questions  whether  a  wrong  doer  may 
repent  and  an  unfit  candidate  outgrow  his  unworthiness,  and  whether 
as  a  rule  rejections  are  prompted  by  unworthy  and  unmasonic  mo- 
tives. 

There  are  increasing  and  gratifying  signs  of  returning  reason  in 
the  consideration  of  the  rights  and  wrongs  of  non-affiliates  apparent 
not  only  in  the  discussions  of  the  year,  but  in  the  legislation  of  some 
grand  lodges.  The  rage  for  legislation  against  them  has  gone  on 
until  in  several  jurisdictions  it  could  go  no  further,  unless  some 
means  might  be  devised  to  insure  punishment  after  death,  having 
stripped  them  of  the  last  vestige  of  their  rights,  not  leaving  them 
even  the  right  to  seek  re-affiliation  without  buying  it  for  so  much 
cold  cash. 

All  this  without  charges  or  trial,  not  b3'  the  judgment  of  his  fel- 
lows but  b}'  undiscriminating  legislative  fiat,  in  violation  of  the 
commonest  principles  of  civil  and  Masonic  jurisprudence,  and  in  dero- 
gation of  that  free  choice  which  as  a  Free-Mason  he  has  a  right  to 
exercise,  of  contenting  himself  with  enjo3-ing  the  general  rights  of 
the  fraternity  for  which  he  paid  when  entering  it,  or  of  participating 
— on  such  financial  terms  as  the  lodge  shall  prescribe — in  the  addi- 
tional privileges  incident  to  lodge  membership.  In  view  of  the  purely 
commercial  root  of  all  the  legislation  of  recent  years  respecting 
non-affiliation,  it  would  be  the  simplest  prudence  on  the  part  of  the 
candidate  to  insist  that  there  shall  be  two  parties  to  the  contract  to 
which  hr  is  required  to  assent  on  the  threshold  of  initiation,  and  that 
with  some  authorized  representative  of  the  fraternit}-,  there  should 
be  a  joint  repudiation  of  all  mercenary  motives. 

It  would  be  bj-  no  means  surprising,  considering  their  common 
root,  if  the  crusade  against  non-affiliates  and  the  tendency  to  convert 
Masonr}-  into  a  mutual  benefit  or  assurance  societ}'.  should  wane  as 
they  have  waxed,  together.     The  proceedings  we  have  had  under  re 
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view  contain  much  to  encourage  the  hope  expressed  last  year,  that 
the  Wisconsin  proposition  relative  to  Masonic  relief  was  the  high- 
water  mark  of  this  tendency.  Still  there  is  abundant  reason  for 
watchful  apprehension  so  long  as  Masonrj-  is  environed  by  number- 
less initiative  societies,  formed,  for  the  most  part  on  the  basis  of  fixed 
benefits  contingent  on  fixed  contributions,  and  in  which  a  cessation 
of  payments  works  forfeiture  of  membership. 

That  Masonry,  like  other  organizations  and  like  the  individual, 
cannot  escape  the  inlluence  of  its  environment,  the  proceedings  re- 
viewed afford  evidence  in  the  comparatively  languid  interest  excited 
by  what  thirty  years  ago  would  have  been  so  startling  a  departure  as 
to  have  set  the  whole  fraternity  in  a  blaze  of  indignant  excitement — 
the  authorized  printing  of  cipher  rituals  by  grand  lodges.  The  rapid 
extension  of  the  so-called  high  rites  since  the  revival  of  Masonry 
which  followed  the  decadence  of  the  Morgan  days,  built  upon  Masonry 
as  they  are  and  recruited  wholly  from  its  membership,  has  familiarized 
so  many  Masons  with  the  idea  of  printed  rituals  that  the  keen  edge 
of  sensibility  which  the  craftsman  brings  from  the  process  of  his 
"making''  is  soon  blunted  by  the  indifference  of  his  sophisticated 
brethren.  Let  any  one  who  is  old  enough  to  remember  the  deep  feeling 
caused  by  the  unauthorized  and  surreptitious  circulation  of  a  printed 
cipher  a  generation  ago,  recall  that  picture,  and  then  look  upon  that 
presented  now  when  a  grand  master's  first  solicitude  on  being  re- 
quested to  join  with  other  grand  masters  in  a  protest  against  the 
authorized  issue  of  a  cipher  ritual,  finds  expression  in  the  statement 
that  interference  might  be  construed  into  a  denial  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  incriminated  grand  lodgel 

Signs  are  not  wanting,  however,  that  the  dulled  and  sleeping  con- 
science of  the  craft  will  assert  itself  and  demonstrate  that  it  has  not 
permanently  succumbed  to  the  influences  which  not  onlj-  in  this,  but 
in  other  directions  threaten  the  integrity  of  genuine  Masonry. 

The  developments  of  the  year  respecting  the  hybrid  aggregation 
of  lodges  and  grand  lodges  in  Mexico  known  as  the  Gran  Dieta  Sim- 
bolica,  and  the  propagandists  who  are  engineering  the  campaign  for 
its  recognition  as  a  lawful  Masonic  governing  body  by  the  grand  lodges 
of  the  United  States,  furnish  abundant  cumulative  evidence  that  our 
instincts  have  not  been  at  fault  when  we  have  warned  the  loj-al  crafts- 
men of  our  own  and  other  jurisdictions — as  we  have  repeatedlj^  done 
since  1882 — that  the  integrity  of  genuine  Masonry  is  threatened.  The 
evidence  which  the  year  has  brought  to  the  surface,  that  trusted  men 
in  high  places  in  the  fraternity  have  withheld  facts  in  their  posses- 
sion relative  to  the  irregular  and  revolutionary  practices  under  the 
authority  of  the  gran  dieta:  have  publicly  bolstered  up  the  denials  of 
the  Mexican  authorities  that  these  practices  existed:  have,  when 
driven  to  the  acknowledgment  of  their  existence,  been  swift  to  assert 
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that  they  were  unauthorized  by  the  gran  dieta,  and  have  almost  in  the 
same  breath  assumed  that  the  withdrawal  by  the  gran  dieta  of  the  au- 
thority under  which  they  had  existed  condoned  all  and  proved  the 
legitimacy  of  that  body;  who  have,  in  short,  resorted  to  every  possible 
shift  to  palm  off  upon  the  craft  as  ingenuousness  itself  the  "atmos- 
phere of  duplicit3'"  which,  to  the  apprehension  of  Robert  Freke 
Gould,  the  historian,  "encircles  all  the  official  spokesmen  who  testify 
to  the  actual  procedure  under  the  Gran  Dieta  Simbolica." 

What  is  behind  all  this?  What  is  the  power,  the  influence,  the 
purpose  that  constrains  Masons  who  have  been  trusted  by  their  fel- 
lows, honored  with  the  highest  places  in  the  gift  of  the  craft,  and  to 
whom  their  brethren  still  look  for  guidance,  to  an  alliance  which 
impels  them  to  deny  until  ex^Dosure  becomes  inevitable,  and  there- 
after to  excuse,  and,  as  in  one  conspicuous  instance,  to  seek  to  justify 
by  precedent  such  departures  from  genuine  Masonry  as  the  admission 
of  women  to  the  fraternity  and  the  exclusion  of  the  Bible  from  the 
lodges.  There  can  be  but  one  answer  to  this  question:  It  is  the  influ- 
ence of  the  rite  to  which  the  lodges  composing  the  gran  dieta  owe 
their  existence,  and  their  members  the  possession  of  the  alleged  Ma- 
sonry which  they  practice. 

We  do  not  allege,  because  we  do  not  believe,  that  it  is  the  offi- 
cially agreed  purpose  of  the  governing  bodies  of  that  rite  in  this 
country  to  sacrifice  whatever  of  Masonry  may  be  necessary  to  secure 
for  that  rite  the  recognition  of  its  offspring  as  equal  heirs  to  the 
right  to  form  grand  lodges  and  administer  the  affairs  of  symbolic 
Masonry.  But  we  do  believe  that  certain  propagandists  of  that  rite 
aim  at  nothing  less  than  this,  and  possibly  something  more. 

And  so  we  repeat  with  renewed  earnestness  and  with  a  conviction 
of  its  timeliness  deepened  by  the  events  of  the  year  as  chronicled  in 
the  following  pages,  the  warning  of  last  year  to  our  brethren — to  be- 
ware of  any  attempt  to  commit  them  to  the  heresy  that  some  other 
Masonry  than  the  Masonry  of  the  charges  of  a  Freemason — Free  and 
Accepted  Masonry — may  under  any  conditions  create  lodges  that  are 
recognizable  as  a  lawful  basis  for  a  grand  lodge. 

We  again  avail  ourselves  of  the  statistical  labors  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  the  chairman  of  the  New  York  committee, 
to  whom  we  gladly  acknowledge  our  indebtedness.  This  year,  as  last, 
his  tables  will  be  found  at  the  beginning  instead  of  the  end  of  our  re- 
view. 

It  is  again  our  privilege  to  tender  sincere  thanks  to  our  generous 
brethren  of  the  guild,  and  to  the  craft  fraternal  greetings. 

JOSEPH  BOBBINS, 
Quincy,  111.,  Oct.  1,  1896.  Committee. 
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STATISTICS. 

From  the  report  of  Past  Grand  Master  Jesse  B.  Anthony,  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  New  York,  submitted  June  2,  1896. 


Grand  Lodge. 


Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

California 

Colorado 

Connecticut  — 

Delaware 

D.  of  Columbia 

Florida 

Georgia 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Indian  Terrify 

Iowa 

Kansas , 

Kentucky  

Louisiana 

'Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi 

Missouri 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

N'w  Hampshire 

New  Jersey 

New  York 

New  Mexico 

North  Carolina 
North  Dakota.. 

Oklahoma 

Ohio 

Oregon 

Pennsylvania.. 
Rhode  Island  . . 
South  Carolina 
South  Dakota.. 

Tennessee 

Texas, 

Utah 

Vermont 

Virginia 

Washington — 
West  Virginia  . 

Wisconsin 

Wyoming 


Br'sh  Columbia 

Canada 

Manitoba  . . . 
N'w  Brunswick 
Nova  Scotia 
Pr.  Edward  Il'd 
Quebec 


383 

11 

442 

aei 

90 
111 

21 

24 
143 
405 

2' 

718 
481 

73 
465 
354 
461 
129 
193 

95 
234 
381 
203 
2e9 
563 

39 
2'^2 
"l9 

78 
165 
734 

21 
290 

44 

23 
500 

100 
425 

37 

181 

90 

430 

594 

9 

104 
262 

97 

lOT 

23S 

16 


D  M 


11,356 

21 
351 
51 
31 
64 
12 
5' 


Total 111,943 


0) 


ni 


11.335 
503 
13,837 
17,431 
i  7,1,23 
16,632 

2,039 

4,791 

4.622 
16,838 

1,084 
50,727 
27,507 

2,56S 
26,103 
19,185 
18,002 

5,346 
21,809 

6,892 
35,913 
37,706 
15,065 

8,795 
30,728 

2.491 

11,770 

84' 

8,838 
15,686 
88,573 
883 
10.041 

2,312 

923 

39,906 

4,803 
48,4' 

4,661 

5,902 

4,2.i4 

17.766 

26.841 

738 

9,521 
13,05; 

4,959 

5,56' 

16,001 

976 


748,264 

1,269 

23,80; 

2,334 

1.764 


K 

445 

29 

481 

795 

378 

664 

84 

231 

348 

826 

69 

2,970 

1,423 

326 

1,606 

1,090 

1,231 

317 

823 

428 

1,948 

1,997 

867 

536 

1,286 

156 

593 

23 

360 

844 

5,551 

63 

471 


2,373 
224 

2,433 
213 

255 

26; 

732 
1,341 
52 
3; 


26' 
454 

876 
76 


39,466 

135 

1,204 

166 

82 
202 

39 
249 


455 

16 

383 

559 

234 

113 

11 

70 

176 


:.o7 

783,644  41T543 


39 
953 
653 
183 
875 
503 
446 
120 
124 

63 
2.300 
674 
328 
301 
895 

80 

385 

9 


174 

1,053 

27 

180 
60 
99 

735 

1 

469 

242 


86 

388 

1,493 

48 

74 

"183 
108 
294 


5 

197 
10 

226 

292 
81 

278 
36 
73 
91 


304 

267 

29 

162 

149 

340 

41 

52 

27 

86 

80 

50 

174 

237 

17 

70 

11 

12 

76 

1,09 

6 

88 

8 

6 

820 

32 


16,809 

81 
361 
113 


16 
126 
279 

19 
91 
16 
50 
43 

_3 

5,571 


14 
7U6 
435 

36 
264 
259 
299 
130 
372 

96 
481 
494 
166 
168 
413 

U': 

2: 

174 

250 

1,383 

20 
171 

13 

8 

569 

73 
748 

85 

90 

41 
391 
408 

10 
132 
208 

62 

70 
173 


10,868 

19 

248 

13 

36 


497 
369 
168 
76 
17 
74 
197 


M  "*  ft 


600 
39 
536 
391 
180 
158 


1,124 

645 
216 
760 
843 
604 
139 
224 
79 
46S 
795 
398 
310 
871 

363 
36 

80 

185 

1.098 

28 
281 
108 

34 
742 
128 
371 

17 

169 

183 

603 

1,205 

21 
130 
473 
184 
138 
343 

20 


16, 384 


630 
143 


17,482    5.804111.262 


48 
938 
492 

51 
562 
430 
1.164 
134 
213 

85 
330 
538 
178 
410 
823 

6;; 


216 

2,844 

14 

~36 

20 

1 ,538 

100 

706 

40 

35- 

70 

364 

523 

16 

60 

307 

155 

115 

244 

16 


16,996 

30 
654 
66 
49 
71 


391 

206 

303 

29 

86 

112 

603 

18 

1,401 

610 

232 

1,051 

198 

'"■71 

187 

252 

1,210 

1.203 

48' 

94 

228 

137 

284 


94 

441 

2,359 

43 


139 

198 
1,0.55 

108 
1,061 

104 

105 
66 


890 

6; 

91 
573 

98 
255 
496 

60 


17,491 


776' 18. 077 


132 

9 

1.54 


66 


63 


664 


23 

"687 
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STATISTICAL  COMPARISON. 


Grand  Lodges 

Subordinate  Lodges 

Raised 

Affiliated 

Restored 

Died 

Dimitted. 

Suspended  for  non-paj'ment  of  dues 

Susi)ended  and  Expelled 

Membership 


56 
11,4.^7 
43,127 
16,470 
6,081 
10,542 
18,372 
13.035 
686 
723,662 


1894. 


11,676 
42,93U 
14,807 

5„5-.'8 

io.2rs 

I7,.i0i( 

13,641 

676 

747,492 


1895. 


57 

1 1 .807 

39,.524 

14,764 

.5,316 

10.726 

16.489 

15.052 

754 

766.761 


11,943 

41,543 

17,482 

5,804 

1 1  262 

17,449 

17.944 

776 

783.644 


Based  upon  the  tables  we  find  in  the  Grand  Lodges  of  the  United 
States  the  following  percentages: 


Accession  by  new  work 

Additions  by  affiliation  and  restoration 

Losses  by  death 

Losses  for  non-payment  of  dues 

Losses  by  dimission 

Net  gain  of  the  year  — 


1893. 

1894. 

1895. 

6.17 

5.88 

5  25 

3.22 

2.83 

2.69 

1.51 

1.11 

1.45 

1.86 

1.84 

1.99 

2.63 

2.30 

2 .  25 

3.53 

3.31 

2.54 

5.41 
3.03 
1.47 
2  33 
2.27 
2^07 


In  numerical  standing  the  most  prominent  rank  in  the  following 
order:  New  York,  Illinois,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Michigan,  Massachu- 
setts, Missouri,  Indiana.  Texas,  Iowa,  Maine,  Kansas,  Kentuck3\  Ten- 
nessee, California,  etc. 

The  average  of  membership  to  each  lodge  is  greatest  in  the  fol- 
lowing: District  of  Coltimbia  (200),  Massachtisetts  (153),  Connecticut 
(150),  Rhode  Island  (126),  New  York  (120),  Pennsylvania  (114),  Maine 
(113),  New  Hampshire  (113),  Michigan  (99),  Delaware  (97),  New  Jersey 
(95),  Vermont  (91),  etc. 

The  jurisdictions  having  lodges  of  the  largest  membership  are  in 
the  following  order: 


Grand  Lodge. 

Subordinate  Lodge. 

Location. 

Member- 

Name. 

No. 

ship. 

Minnesota 

Minneapolis 

Hiram 

Genesee  Falls 

19 
1 

507 
526 
34 
5 
19 
59 
20 

Minneapolis 

803 

738 

Rochester .-.    ... 

701 

673 

Michigan 

Colorado 

Grand  River 

Denver 

La  Fayette 

Washington 

Grand  Rapids 

593 

582 

District  of  Columbia. . . . 
Pennsjlvania 

V\rashington,  D.  C... 

560 
520 

Ohio 

Columbus 

515 

507 

Rhode  Island 

Whatcmeer 

California 

21 

1 

281 

299 

17 

Providence 

San  Francisco 

487 

California 

Kentucky 

Missouri 

482 
452 

Kansas  City 

Portland 

428 

Maine 

Ancient  Landmark. 

412 
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Committee  on  Masonic  Correspondence 

1896 


JOSERH      ROBBINS. 


ALABAMA,  1895. 

75th  Annual.  Montgomery.  December  3. 

Twenty-three  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented,  Illinois  by 
Past  Grand  Master  John  Gideon  Harris.  Owing  to  the  delayed  rail- 
road trains  the  grand  master  was  not  present  until  the  second  day. 
The  grand  lodge  was  opened  by  the  deputy  grand  master,  James  A. 
BiLBRO,  the  grand  secretary  inadvertently  says  "in  ample  form." 
When  opened  by  an}^  one  but  the  grand  master,  it  is  opened  in  due 
form. 

The  grand  master  (George  P.  Harrison)  submits  twenty-nine 
decisions  betokening  on  the  whole  a  conservative  outlook  and  a  clear 
view  of  his  official  duties.     We  copy  in  part: 

2.  That  the  grand  master  has  no  right  to  grant  a  dispensation  to 
fill  a  vacancA'in  the  office  of  worshipful  master  while  either  the  senior 
or  junior  warden's  station  is  filled  by  a  duly  elected  and  installed 
officer. 

■1.  That  the  master  of  a  lodge  may  preside  at  a  trial,  though  he 
preferred  the  charges.  But,  if  he  actively  engages  in  or  conducts 
the  prosecution,  he  cannot  preside,  and  must  retire  when  the  vote  is 
being  taken. 

6.  That  is  an  established  principle  of  law,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
extends  to  Masonic  jurisprudence  as  well,  that  it  is  wrong  to  do  in- 
directly anything  which  the  law  directly  prohibits.  Our  constitution 
prohibits  the  granting  of  any  credit  for  fees  required  for  initiation, 
passing,  or  raising.     To  immediately  loan  these  fees  to  a  candidate 

~2 
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after  having"  received  them  from  him,  if  done  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tending" him  credit,  or  giving"  him  time  to  pay  the  same,  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  a  violation  of  section  15,  article  (3,  of  the  constitution. 

7.  That  "when  a  dimitted  Mason  dies,  pending"  his  application  for 
affiliation  with  a  lodge,  his  death  abates  the  application. 

10.  A  brother  was  initiated  and  passed,  and  duly  elected  to  re- 
ceive the  third  degree  in  Masonry,  but  failed  to  present  himself  to 
be  raised  until  fifteen  years  afterwards.  Held,  that  with  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  members  of  the  lodge  present  at  a  regular  com- 
munication, the  master's  degree  might  be  conferred  upon  him. 

1().  Held  that  a  subordinate  lodge  has  the  right  to  elect  any 
membei;  thereof,  who  has  filled  the  station  of  warden,  to  the  office  of 
worshipful  master:  the  fact  of  a  brother's  being  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
cuts  no  figure  in  the  matter.  If  he  has  filled  the  station  of  warden, 
he  is  eligible;  otherwise,  not. 

23.  A  lodge  forfeited  its  charter.  Several  years  afterwards  its 
charter  was  restored,  but  during  the  time  of  the  forfeiture  of  said 
charter,  a  member  of  said  lodge  removed  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
another  lodge.  After  the  restoration  of  the  charter  of  his  lodge, 
he  desired  to  affiliate  with  the  lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  then 
resided.  Held,  that  if  he  was  in  good  standing  at  the  time  of  the 
forfeiture  of  the  charter  of  his  lodge,  that  on  the  restoration  of  its 
charter  he  was  still  a  member  thereof,  and  could  not  affiliate  with 
any  other  lodge  without  having  obtained  a  dimit. 

2-4.  Held  that  a  lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  a  non-affiliated 
Mason  resides,  can  try  him  for  any  Masonic  offence  committed  within 
its  jurisdiction. 

25.  Held  that  a  Master  Mason  would  violate  his  obligation  in 
knowingly  having  illicit  intercourse  with  a  Master  Mason's  daughter, 
even  if  she  was  without  chastity,  and  an  attempt  to  do  so  would  be  a 
Masonic  offence. 

28.  That  a  dimitted  Mason  residing  in  one  jurisdiction  ma}'  apply 
to  and  affiliate  with  a  lodge  in  another,  and  is  not  required  to  obtain 
the  consent  of  the  lodge  in  whose  jurisdiction  he  resides  before  do- 
ing so. 

No.  2  is  elementary,  yet  it  is  often  overlooked.  No.  4  gets  dan- 
gerously near  to  unsafe  ground,  yet  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  prefer- 
ring of  charges  might  be  so  perfunctory  a  matter  that  it  would  not 
bias  the  judge.  The  decision  passed  muster  with  the  jurisprudence 
committee,  as  did  the  rest,  with  an  exception  to  be  noted.  No.  6 
shows  that  the  intention  of  the  law  on  this  stibject  is  the  same  in  Ala- 
bama and  Illinois.  With  us,  however,  the  law  is  so  clearly  stated 
that  no  attempt  is  made  to  dodge  it.  No.  7  is  so  manifestly  true  that 
one  wonders  what  question  may  not  be  asked  of  a  grand  master.  In 
No.  10  the  same  general  principle  holds  that  governs  Illinois  law,  but 
with  the  latter  the  mere  fact  of  many  years  having  elapsed  would 
not  change  the  formula  which  always  precedes  work  upon  a  candi- 
date.    No.  16  indicates  that  there  are  still  those  who  suppose  that 
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eligibility  for  the  office  of  master  may  be  attained  in  other  bodies 
besides  the  lodge.  No.  23  is  a  clear  statement  of  what  should  be  good 
law  anywhere,  and  No.  24  is  true,  but  to  express  the  whole  truth 
should  have  the  words  or  an  affiliated  sojourner  inserted  after  the  word 
"Mason."  No.  25  was  questioned  by  the  jurisprudence  committee, 
whom  we  judge  to  belong  to  that  school  of  constitutional  lawyers 
who  hold  that  all  rights  not  specially  delegated  are  strictly  reserved. 
They  Sciy: 

This  question  was  before  this  grand  lodge  some  3^ears  ago,  and 
after  due  consideration  it  was  held  that  such  an  act,  while  it  might 
be  a  Masonic  offence,  was  not  a  violation  of  that  particular  portion 
of  the  obligation  referred  to. 

We  think  that  the  former  decision  is  correct,  and  therefore 
recommend  that  the  decision  of  the  M.W.  grand  master  in  this  re- 
spect be  disapproved. 

The  grand  lodge  refused  to  concur  in  this  and  the  grand  master's 
decision  stands.  We  copy  No.  28  to  commend  it  as  being  founded  in 
individual  right  which  we  consider  absolute;  every  Master  Mason  is 
'•free  of  the  guild." 

Among  the  dispensations  granted  by  the  grand  master  was  one 
permitting  a  lodge  in  its  second  3'ear  under  dispensation  to  elect  offi- 
cers. The  jurisprudence  committee  do  not  refer  to  it,  whence  we 
infer  that  it  is  not  a  departure  from  Alabama  practice. 

Constitutional  amendments  limiting  the  eligibility  of  the  grand 
master  for  re-election;  fixing  the  minimum  fee  for  the  degrees  at 
twenty  dollars,  and  increasing  the  per  capita  dues  from  fifty  cents  to 
one  dollar  were  shown  by  the  returns  from  the  lodges  to  have  been 
defeated;  the  first  two  received  a  majority, but  neither  the  necessary 
two-thirds.  The  third  involved  the  question  of  founding  and  main- 
taining a  Masonic  Home,  and  was  beaten  by  a  vote  228  to  104,  in 
which  we  think  the  lodges  evinced  their  practical  wisdom. 

One  dispensation  and  nine  charters  for  new  lodges  were  issued; 
the  work  was  duly  reported  ux)on  in  the  three  degrees;  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Zealand  recognized;  the  report  of  progress  of  the  grand 
registrar  (Wm.  H.  Dingley)  received  commendation  supplemented  by 
an  order  to  go  on  and  complete  the  register,  and  the  junior  past 
grand  master  (Francis  L.  Pettus)  was  presented  with  a  beautiful 
gold  watch  suitably  inscribed.  Two  masters,  previously  impeached, 
deposed  and  summoned  for  trial,  were  tried  before  the  grand  lodge 
for  gross  immoralit}-,  one  acquitted,  the  other  convicted  and  ex- 
pelled. 

George  Paul  Harrison,  of  Opelika,  grand  master;  Henry  Clay 
Armstrong,  Montgomery,  grand  secretary,  were  re-elected. 


12  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 


Past  Grand  Master  Palmer  J.  Pillans,  presents  another  of  his 
excellent  reports  on  correspondence  (105  pp.)  in  which,  unfortunately, 
Illinois  does  not  find  a  place.  We  presume  our  proceedings  were  not 
received  in  time  for  review. 


ARIZONA,   1895. 

14th  Annual.  Prescott.  November  12. 

Fifteen  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented,  Illinois  by  Arte- 
MUS  Louden  Grow,  who  was  on  duty  in  the  west. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Rickmer  Nickels  Fredericks) 
betokens  a  busy  term.  He  had  visited  all  of  the  eleven  lodges  scat- 
tered over  that  territory  of  magnificent  distances.  Only  two  cases 
had  arisen  requiring  rulings  and  written  opinions.  The  first  was 
rather  a  question  of  fact  than  law,  the  other  touching  the  right  of 
a  non-affiliate  to  join  a  lodge  other  than  that  within  whose  jurisdic- 
tion he  resided.  The  grand  master  recognized  his  right  to  choose  his 
Masonic  home  where  he  pleased,  and  the  jurisprudence  committee  ap- 
proved with  the  concurrence  of  the  grand  lodge. 

Touching  the  Wisconsin  circular  respecting  Masonic  relief  the 
grand  lodge  adopted  the  following,  reported  by  the  jurisprudence 
committee: 

Bfsolved,  That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Arizona,  for  itself  and  its  con- 
stituent lodges,  believes  that  it  is  the  duty  of  each  lodge  of  Masons 
to  take  care  of  its  own  members  and  their  widows  and  orphans  in  dis- 
tress wherever  they  may  be:  jii'oi'ldcd,  that  the  lodge  furnishing  relief 
shall  in  no  case  go  beyond  the  actual  necessaries  without  first  being 
authorized  to  do  so  by  the  lodge  from  which  repayment  is  expected. 

How  that  can  be  a  lodge  duty  which  they  at  the  same  time  recog- 
nize as  a  "paramount  duty"  of  the  individual,  we  do  not  quite  under- 
stand.    Prefacing  the  resolution  the  report  says: 

We  believe  that  every  Mason  of  this  jurisdiction  is  ready  to  expend 
every  cent  of  lodge  or  grand  lodge  funds  to  aid  and  assist  our  mem- 
bers when  sickness  or  misfortune  overtakes  them,  and  in  doing  this 
we  do  not  lose  sight  of  nor  repudiate  the  paramount  duty  imposed  on 
us  as  individuals  to  our  obligations,  but  stand  ready  to  extend  a  help- 
ing hand  to  all  who  may  apply  and  whom  we  may  find  worthy.  That 
our  position,  however,  may  be  unequivocally  understood,  we  recom- 
mend the  adoption  by  this  grand  lodge  of  the  following: 
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The  g'rand  lodg'e  negatived  a  proposition  to  change  the  date  of 
the  annual  communication  from  November  to  October:  received  the 
diplomatic  corps  with  the  grand  honors,  Bro.  Francis  M.  Zuck  re- 
sponding in  their  behalf  to  the  welcoming  address  of  the  grand 
master;  approved  the  projected  work  of  the  "Masonic  Collectors' 
Association,"  backing  its  commendation  with  an  appropriation;  found 
no  work  for  its  committee  on  grisvances;  selected  Tucson  as  its  place 
of  next  meeting,  and  accepted  an  invitation  to  banquet  with  Aztlan 
Lodge  No.  1,  after  the  close  of  its  labors,  with  fraternal  unanimity. 

We  recognize  our  kinship. 

Artemus  Louden  Grow,  of  Tombstone,  was  elected  giand  mas- 
ter; George  James  Roskruge,  Tucson,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence,  but  there  is  promise  in  the 
fact  that  Past  Grand  Master, Morris  Goldwater  still  holds  the  fort 
as  chairman  of  the  committee. 


ARKANSAS,    1895. 

56th  Annual  Little  Rock.  November  19. 

The  diplomatic  corps  was  out  in  force,  no  less  than  thirty-one 
grand  jurisdictions  being  represented,  Illinois  by  Past  Grand  Master 
R.  J.  Laughlin. 

In  the  general  survey  of  Masonry  in  the  jurisdiction,  the  grand 
master  (N.  P.  Richmond)  in  his  address,  fears  that  the  general  apathy 
existing  is  not  wholly  due  to  the  general  business  and  financial  pros- 
tration, and  his  remarks  become  a  veritable  jeremiad  as  he  bemoans 
the  laxity  at  the  ballot  box  and  the  prevailing  hollowness  of  i3romises 
and  vows.  We  hope  this  pessimistic  view  is  too  extreme  and  would 
fain  believe  that  a  portion  of  the  trouble  lies  with  our  most  worship- 
ful brother's  digestion.  Towards  the  close  of  his  address  he  commu- 
nicated to  the  grand  lodge  the  then  just  received  intelligence  that 
Grand  Senior  Warden  .J.  M.  Pinnell  had  died  the  preceding  night  at 
low  twelve. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  session,  synchronous 
with  the  burial  of  Bro.  Pinnell  at  his  home  in  DeWitt,  memorial 
services  were  held  in  the  grand  lodge  and  eloquent  tributes  paid  to  his 
memory.     The  committee  on  memorials  of  the  dead  say  of  him: 

Bro.  Pinnell  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth,possessing  great  strength 
of   character,  an   amiable,   loving  disposition  which   endeared  him 


14  APPENDIX, — PART  I. 


to  all  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  become  intimately  acquainted 
with  him.  He  had  few  equals  as  a  man  and  Mason,  and  his  death 
leaves  a  vacancy  in  our  ranks  which  we  will  indeed  find  it  difficult  to 
fill.  Bro.  Pinnell  has  been  a  member  of  this  grand  lodge  for  more 
than  fifteen  years,  serving  it  in  nearly  every  capacity  with  credit  to 
himself  and  honor  to  the  fraternity. 

The  grand  master  submitted  fourteen  decisions,  some  of  which 
follow: 

3.  Question. — Can  a  Masonic  lodge  build  and  own  a  lodge  hall 
jointly  with  a  lodge  of  Odd  FellowsV 

Answer.— It  cannot.  A  Masonic  lodge  may  occupy  the  same 
hall  with  a  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  cannot  hold  lodge  property  in 
partnership  with  such  lodge,  for  the  reason  that  such  joint  ownership 
is  liable  to  cause  a  conflict  of  authority  between  the  two  orders  in 
the  management,  and,  perhaps,  in  the  final  disposition  of  such  prop- 
erty. 

4.  Question. — If  a  wilfully  non-affiliated  Mason  applies  to  a  lodge 
for  affiliation,  can  it  legally  receive  him? 

Answer. — If  otherwise  worthy,  it  certainly  can.  His  non-affilia- 
tion ceases  to  be  wilful  the  moment  he  applies  for  affiliation. 

;■).  Question. — An  applicant  for  Masonry  cannot  read  or  write  the 
English  language,  cannot  even  sign  his  name  in  English.  Does  this 
alone  prevent  his  being  made  a  Mason? 

Answer. — It  does  not,  provided,  always,  that  he  understands  the 
English  language,  as  it  is  spoken,  sufficiently  well  to  fully  compre- 
hend the  true  intent,  meaning,  and  teaching  of  the  esoteric  work  of 
Masonry. 

6.  Question. — A  petition  for  initiation  was  presented  at  a  regular 
meeting  of  the  lodge  and  referred  to  a  committee.  At  the  time  for 
the  committee  to  report  the  lodge  failed  to  meet.  At  a  future  date 
the  district  deputy  grand  master,  at  a  meeting  of  the  lodge,  called 
as  a  school  of  instruction,  and  in  the  absence  ef  the  worthy  master,  on 
the  request  of  brethren  of  the  lodge,  had  the  committee  to  report,  or- 
dered the  ballot  spread,  and  the  candidate  being  elected,  proceeded 
to  make  him  a  Mason.  Is  the  brother  so  made  entitled  to  receive  the 
other  degrees? 

Answer. — The  district  deputy  grand  master  exceeded  his  author- 
ity, and  the  proceedings  of  the  lodge  were  irregular,  but  not  void. 
The  brother  is  an  E.  A.;  the  fault  is  not  his,  and,  if  worthy,  he  should 
be  advanced  without  regard  to  past  errors. 

7.  Question. — Has  a  visiting  brother  the  right  to  demand  to  see 
the  charter  of  the  lodge  visited  before  he  submits  to  examination? 

Answer. — He  may,  doubtless,  demand  to  see  the  charter,  but  such 
demand  would  be  in  bad  taste,  and  the  lodge  would  be  under  no  obli- 
gation to  comply  therewith,  and  should  refuse  to  do  so. 

8.  Question.— A  brother  was  tried  in  the  United  States  court  and 
was  convicted  of  illicit  distilling,  has  paid  the  penalty,  but  denies  his 
guilt  to  the  lodge.  Is  the  finding  of  guilt  by  the  United  States  court 
binding  upon  the  lodge?    . 
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Answer.— It  is  not.  The  lodg-e  must  proceed  to  try  the  brother 
just  as  though  he  had  never  been  tried  in  the  United  States  court. 

11.  Question.— Does  the  fact  that  a  Master  Mason  who  is  not  in 
good  standing  in  his  lodge  exclude  his  daughter's  chastity  from  Ma- 
sonic protection,  the  father  being  an  expelled  Mason? 

Answer.— It  does  not.  While  expulsion  deprives  a  brother  of  all 
his  rights  and  privileges  as  a  Master  Mason,  it  does  not,  therefore, 
absolve  the  brethren  from  their  obligation,  and  the  brother  who  vio- 
lates the  chastity  of  an  expelled  brother's  daughter,  knowing  her  to 
be  such,  is  guilty  of  a  violation  of  his  obligation,  and  upon  proper 
proof  of  such  offence,  should  be  expelled  by  his  lodge. 

Of  these  three  were  disapproved  by  the  committee  on  law  and 
usage,  who  say  of  No.  3  that  a  lodge  may  build  jointly  with  other 
charitable  orders,  by  taking  the  title  to  its  interest  in  the  realty  in  the 
name  of  the  grand  lodge;  of  No.  7  that  the  grand  lodge  decided  in  1892 
that  a  visitor  has  no  right  to  demand  to  see  the  charter,  and  of  No.  11' 

As  to  No.  11,  your  committee  disapprove  of  the  decision  as  made 
by  the  grand  master.  When  a  Master  Mason  is  expelled  the  Masonic 
rights  of  his  family  fall  with  him.  But  any  brother  guilty  of  such 
conduct  commits  a  gross  immorality,  and  upon  proof  of  such  conduct 
sliould  be  tried  and  suspended  or  expelled. 

Touching  No.  4  nothing  could  seem  plainer  than  the  truth  of  the 
grand  master's  statement,  but  he  has  only  to  go  to  California  to  learn 
that  it  takes  in  addition  a  money  contribution  to  purge  a  six-months 
non-aftiliate  of  wilfulness.  We  have  no  criticism  to  make  of  the  other 
decisions  quoted,  except  to  say,  touching  No.  7,  that  while  as  a  general 
principle  matters  of  taste  are  perhaps  not  to  be  discussed,  yet  his  con- 
clusion that  the  lodge  should  refuse  to  let  a  visitor  see  the  charter 
upon  demand  ought  not  to  be  of  universal  application.  If  we,  as  the 
master  of  a  lodge,  were  satisfied  that  the  request  of  the  visitor  to  in- 
spect the  charter  as  prompted  solely  by  a  conscientious  regard  of 
the  visitor  for  his  engagements  to  countenance  only  genuine  Masons, 
we  should  not  only  not  refuse  to  show  him  the  parchment  but  should 
gladly  do  so. 

The  grand  secretary  reported  that  under  the  edict  adopted  the 
year  before,  requiring  each  lodge  to  pay  $10  out  of  the  first  initiation 
fee  received  after  the  close  of  the  grand  lodge,  toward  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  temple  debt,  il,826  had  been  received.  .Later  in  the  ses- 
sion a  resolution  repealing  the  edict  referred  to  and  taxing  each  lodge 
$2  for  each  initiation,  ^i  for  each  passing,  and  $1  for  each  raising  was 
adopted  with  the  same  object.  Arkansas  is  no  exception  to  the  rule 
that  grand  lodges  possessing  temples  find  them  burdensome  luxuries. 

The  docket  of  the  committee  on  appeals  and  grievances  embraces 
twentjr-three  cases,  many  of  which  v/ere  of  a  perplexing  character 
but  the  impressi-on  given  on  the  whole  is  that  substantial  justice  was 
reached. 
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The  grand  lodg'e  chartered  four  new  lodges;  was  the  recipient  of 
three  gavels  made  in  Jerusalem  from  olive  wood  cut  from  the  Mount 
of  Olives,  the  gift  of  Bro.  Iott,  master  of  Royal  Solomon  Mother 
Lodge  No.  293,  Jerusalem,  through  Bro.  B.  T.  Atkinson,  of  Arkan- 
sas, who  had  enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  the  Jerusalem  brethren;  list- 
ened to  an  extended  address  by  the  grand  orator  (H.  H.  Myers),  a 
retrospective  view  of  Masonry  whose  authentic  existence  prior  to  the 
erection  of  the  first  temple  he  admits  may  reasonably  be  doubted,  but 
about  whose  existence  in  Solomon's  time  he  appears  to  have  no  doubts 
whatever;  postponed  the  installation  of  the  grand  senior  warden  elect 
until  after  the  first  of  January,  ostensibly  to  ascertain  whether  he 
had  "passed  the  chair"  in  a  lodge,  but  presumably  with  the  expecta- 
tion that  a  known  deficiency  in  that  respect  would  be  healed  bj'  that 
time,  and  "chippedin,"after  the  time-honored  Masonic  custom,  to  the 
amount  of  $i>i  for  the  relief  of  a  venerable  brother,  for  many  3rears  an 
attendant  on  grand  lodge,  who  was  lying  ill  and  destitute  at  home,  a 
gratifying  evidence  that  mixing  their  Masonry  with  the  insurance 
business  has  not  yet  caused  them  to  forget  the  fundamental  principles 
of  Masonic  charity. 

A.  G.  Washburn,  of  AValdron,  was  elected  grand  master;  Fay 
Hempstead,  Little  Rack,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (111  pp.)  is  again  by  Bro.  Sam.  H. 
Davidson,  who  after  a  year's  rest  again  takes  up  the  work.  Illinois 
for  1895  receives  generous  space  and  appreciative  analysis  in  his  re- 
view. He  notes  the  fact  that  .Joseph  H.  Dixon,  the  representative 
of  Arkansas,  was  present.  By  one  of  those  strange  coincidences 
which  so  frequently  startle  us,  on  the  very  day  when  this  passes  under 
our  eye,  we  learn  from  Past  Grand  Master  John  C.  Smith,  who  hap- 
pens to  be  in  our  city,  that  alas!  bluff,  honest,  true-hearted,  loyal  Jo 
Dixon  is  dead,  and  that  on  Saturday  last  the  brethren  among  whom 
he  had  labored  so  long  and  so  well,  laid  him  away  to  his  final  rest. 

The  address  of  Grand  Orator  Black  receives  high  praise,  and  the 
introduction  to  the  report  on  correspondence  is  laid  under  contribu- 
tion on  the  subject  of  Masonic  relief.  Noting  our  opposition  to  the 
recognition  of  the  Mexican  hermaphrodite,  the  Gran  Dieta,  he  seems 
inclined  to  suspend  judgment  until  Texas  is  further  heard  from  on  the 
question  of  its  regularity,  the  brethren  of  that  jurisdiction  seeming 
to  him  to  be  "in  the  best  position  to  furnish  the  information." 

Texas  having  declared  under  "treaty"  stipulations  that  the  horse 
is  sixteen  feet  high,  it  is  questionable  whether  it  is  in  the  best  atti- 
tude, even  if  it  is  in  the  best  position,  to  furnish  information.  At  all 
events  while  waiting  we  suggest  to  Bro.  Davidson  to  re-read  the 
information  furnished  by  Bro.  Parvin,  of  Iowa,  who  is  certainly  not 
unduly  biased  against  hybrid  bodies  generally,  which  we  published  in 
our  review  of  New  York  for  1895. 
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BRITISH  COLUMBIA,  1895. 

24th  Annual.  Vancouver.  June  20. 

This  volume  contains  also  the  minutes  of  an  emergent  communi- 
cation held  at  Victoria,  November  22,  1894,  vrhen  a  revised  constitu- 
tion was  considered  and  adopted. 

At  the  annual  communication  twenty  grand  jurisdictions  were 
represented,  Illinois  not  among  them. 

In  the  exordium  of  his  able  address  the  grand  master  (Robert  B. 
McMlCKiNG)  has  some  well  considered  remarks  relative  to  "the  vexa- 
tious differences  which  at  times  creep  into  our  assemblies,  frequently 
from  insignificant  beginnings,  perhaps  by  reason  of  distorted  concep- 
tion of  dut}'  and  privilege  but  none  the  less  disturb  the  harmony  and 
tend  to  frustrate,  or  at  least  to  retard,  the  promulgation  of  those 
principles  of  Masonry  so  well  designed  to  foster  and  improve  the  best 
affections  of  our  nature."  He  had  decided  that  no  Mason  can  be  pun- 
ished or  deprived  of  any  of  the  privileges  of  Masonry  except  upon  con- 
viction after  trial  and  that  hence  a  by-law  to  the  effect  that  "no 
member  in  arrears  for  dues  three  months  shall  be  allowed  to  speak  or 
vote  in  the  lodge  or  be  eligible  to  any  office"  was  invalid,  in  which  he 
is  in  accord  with  Illinois  law:  that  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  pres- 
ent— not  simply  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast — is  necessary  to  elect 
to  office;  that  the  action  of  a  lodge  bestowing  honorary  membership 
cannot  be  rescinded  except  for  a  cause  after  trial,  and  that  a  brother 
who  has  been  regularly  elected  and  served  a  term  as  warden  in  a 
warranted  lodge  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  British  Columbia, 
is  eligible  for  election  as  master  in  the  lodge  to  which  he  now  belongs 
within  the  jurisdiction,  which  we  regard  as  the  true  rule.  In  a  case 
where  an  emergent  meeting  was  held  to  elect  officers  and  the  election 
was  held  in  the  first  degree,  he  answered  a  question  relative  to  the 
validity  of  the  election  as  follows: 

An  election  can  only  be  held  as  provided  for  in  the  by-laws,  or  by 
special  dispensation.  All  business  must  be  transacted  while  open  in 
the  third  degree,  except  what  specially  and  exclusively  belongs  to 
the  other  degrees. 

The  committee  on  address  questioned  whether  the  decision  was  in 
accordance  with  Masonic  law  and  custom,  but  after  explanation  by 
the  grand  master  it  was  on  motion  sustained. 

The  grand  master  recommends  action  looking  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Masonic  Home  and  figures  that  a  tax  of  five  cents  per  week 
for  each  member,  yielding  $3,380  per  year,  would  not  be  a  heavy  tax 
for  so  laudable  a  charity.     It  is  easy  to  put  figures  on  paper;  much 
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harder  to  get  together  the  nimble  nickels  which  aggregate  S2.60  per 
year  for  each  member.  The  committee  on  address  feel  compelled  to 
declare  that  the  time  i^  not  ripe  for  such  an  undertaking,  and  consider 
that  the  charity  dispensed  by  the  various  lodges  has  thus  far  met  the 
needs  of  the  jurisdiction  in  a  great  measure.  The  newly  elected 
grand  master  and  grand  wardens  were  made  a  committee  to  report  on 
the  subject  at  the  next  annual  communication.  We  commend  to  them 
as  the  most  complete  mine  of  information  on  the  general  subject  the 
report  of  Bro.  Ball,  of  [owa. 

The  report  of  the  grand  secretary  (W.  J.  Quinlan)  chronicles 
the  re-commissioning  of  Bro.  Wm.  W.  Northcott  as  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  one  new  lodge;  selected  Nanaimo  for 
its  next  place  of  meeting;  listened  to  an  excellent  sermon  by  Grand 
Chaplain  LOGAN  from  the  text  "Show  Thyself  a  Man,"  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  second  day  of  the  session  banqueted  in  ample  form  and 
substance  with  the  local  fraternit}-. 

LacyR.  Johnson,  of  Vancouver,  was  elected  grand  master;  Wal- 
ter J.  Quinlan,  Victoria,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (199  pp.)  is  again  by  Past  Grand 
Master  Marcus  Wolfe,  who  supplements  his  review  with  twentj'-five 
pages  relative  to  foreign  grand  bodies  credited  to  Bro.  Charles 
Sackreuter,  of  the  New  York  committee.  Illinois  for  1894  finds  a 
place  and  receives  appreciative  review. 


CALIFORNIA,  1895. 

46th  Annual.  San  Francisco.  October  8. 

This  volume  opens  with  the  minutes  of  a  special  communication 
held  September  7, 1895,  for  the  burial  of  Past  Grand  Master  William 
Caldwell  Belcher,  who  died  on  the  first  day  of  that  month,  in  his 
seventy-fifth  year. 

We  cannot  determine  how  many  grand  jurisdictions  were  repre- 
sented at  the  annual  communication.  We  have,  we  think,  found  that 
Illinois  was  among  the  number,  having  discovered  the  name  of  John 
McMuRRAY  in  the  report  of  the  committee  on  credentials  as  one  of 
the  representatives  of  Trinity  Lodge  No.  27.    This  lodge  we  elsewhere 
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found  was  located  at  Weaverville,  and  having  learned  from  the  list 
of  our  representatives  abroad,  published  in  the  Illinois  proceedings, 
that  our  ambassador  resides  at  that  place,  we  have  come  so  near 
establishing  his  identity  that  we  are  warranted  in  hailing  him  as  a 
faithful  diplomat. 

The  grand  master  (James  Baunty  Stevens)  announced  the  death 
of  Past  Grand  Master  John  Mills  Browne,  who  died  in  his  sixty- 
third  year,  and  of  Past  Grand  Master  William  Caldwell  Belcher, 
noted  above. 

Bro.  Browne,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  was  for  forty-one 
years  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States  navy.  He  was  the  surgeon  of 
the  Kearsarge  when  she  met  and  sunk  the  Alabama,  and  entered  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  California  while  surgeon  of  the  Mare  Island  navy 
yard,  in  1871,  and  concluded  four  years  service  as  grand  master  in 
1879.  He  was  surgeon-general  of  the  navy  for  several  years  prior  to 
his  death,  in  Washington,  in  December.  1894.  He  was  a  man  of  rare 
gifts,  and  attached  his  friends  and  brethren  to  him  with  a  strong  and 
tender  tie.  Past  Grand  Master  Belcher  had  been  for  thirty-five 
years  a  conspicuous  figure  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of,  California.  First 
elected  grand  master  iu  1862,  he  supplemented  three  years'  service  in 
that  position  with  twenty-eight  years  as  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  jurisprudence.  Every  volume  of  the  California  proceedings  from 
1866  to  1895  reflects  his  great  ability.  Of  his  characteristics  the 
grand  master  says: 

Born  with  a  capacity  for  development  of  the  best  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart,  Bro.  Belcher  was  a  specimen  product  of  nature.  In- 
herent worth  was  his  birthright;  culture  and  refinement  were  the 
outgrowth  of  self-effort  and  the  environments  of  the  age  in  which  he 
lived.  His  aim  and  ambition  was  to  be  useful,  accomplish  good,  and 
render  a  lasting  service  to  humanit}^  Not  an  ambition  which  dwarfs 
the  affection  and  prostitutes  the  soul  to  worldly  clamor,  but  an  ambi- 
tion to  daily  apply  the  golden  rule  of  life.  This  was  his  constant  and 
sturdy  purpose,  and  was  pursued  unfalteringly  to  the  end.  His  mod- 
esty amounted  to  diffidence;  he  scorned  sensationalism  and  shrank 
from  publicity;  he  was  deeply  sensible  of  the  appreciation  of  his 
brethren,  and  when  at  the  last  annual  communication  he  was  met 
with  the  unanimous  request  to  deliver  an  address  on  Masonic  law  at 
this  meeting,  it  stirred  the  deepest  emotion  of  his  noble  nature.  To 
him  it  was  the  quiet  expression  of  the  love  and  veneration  of  the 
Craft  in  the  declining  years  of  his  useful  life.  To  have  loosed  him 
as  the  central  figure  on  some  festal  occasion  would  have  filled  him 
with  embarrassment  and  feelings  not  at  all  to  his  liking.  The  time 
has  arrived  when  we  should  have  listened  to  the  summing  up  of  his 
ripe  Masonic  scholarship,  but  alas!  his  seat  is  vacant,  his  voice  is 
hushed  forever:  by  the  workings  of  a  mysterious  Providence,  he  does 
not  greet  us  in  fulfillment  of  his  last  importent  engagement.  His 
spotless  life  was  an  example  worthy  of  all  imitation:  his  death  leaves 
a  great  void  in  our  tanks,  and  today  the  Masons  of  California  are 
mourning  the  loss  of  their  most  distinguished  craftsman. 


20  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 


Along  the  same  lines  Past  Grand  Master  Estee,  chairman  of  the 
special  committee,  says  of  him: 

The  g'entleness  of  his  disposition,  the  simplicity  of  his  manners, 
added  to  his  tall,  commanding  person,  made  him  at  once  a  most  con- 
spicuous and  most  lovable  man.  He  combined  in  a  high  degree  the 
opposite  qualities  of  goodness  and  greatness:  His  learning  was  as 
varied  as  it  was  profound.  He  seemed  to  grasp  the  whole  field  of  lit- 
erature—not superficially,  but  thoroughly  and  exhaustively.  He  was 
a  linguist  of  more  than  common  attainments,  for  he  was  both  a  Latin 
and  a  French  scholar,  and  was  deeply  versed  in  the  literature  of  both 
tongues.  He  had  accumulated  a  large  library  of  miscellaneous 
works,  and  they  were  selected  with  rare  judgment  and  perfect  taste. 

His  mind  was  eminently  judicial.  He  believed  the  law  was  intended 
only  to  secure  justice,  and  he  thus  became  an  eminent  equity  lawyer. 
He  despised  pretense,  trickery,  and  deception,  because  he  was  him- 
self the  soul  of  frankness  and  honor.  He  was  well  versed  in  affairs, 
and  had  studied  the  political  history  of  his  country,  and  knew  by 
heart  the  careers  of  our  most  distinguished  public  men,  although  he 
avoided  politics  and  refused  public  station.  He  was  conspicuously 
loyal  to  his  country,  obedient  to  his  God,  and  just  to  all  men.  He 
possessed,  in  a  large  degree,  a  sincere  and  hopeful  religious  sentiment, 
which  with  him  amounted  to  conviction.  His  was  that  religion  which 
recognized  broadly  the  fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of 
man.  No  sect  could  narrow  his  conception  of  religious  duty,  or  limit 
his  love  for  his  fellow-men. 

At  an  hour  fixed  for  special  memorial  services  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter Curtis  spoke  eloquently  of  the  deceased  and  unrecorded  tributes 
of  affection  were  paid  by  Bros.  Voorsanger,  West,  Sherman,  Stone, 
and  Ellis. 

Dead,  also,  at  sixty-one,  was  MARCUS  Derkheim  Boruck,  past 
grand  orator  and  past  junior  grand  warden. 

Of  the  clandestine  French  lodge  at  Los  Angeles,  to  which  we  re- 
ferred last  year,  Grand  Master  Stevens  says: 

I  have  received  certain  documents  from  the  representative  of  a 
clandestine  French  lodge,  existing  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  claim- 
ing to  hold  a  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  Symbolic  of  France — a 
bod}^,  b}'  the  way,  of  which  we  have  no  official  knowledge — and  asking 
recognition  by  this  grand  lodge.  These  documents  have  been  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  for  such  action  as  that 
committee,  in  its  wisdom,  may  deem  proper:  their  report  will  in  due 
time  be  submitted  to  you. 

The  committee  regard  the  adoption  of  their  report  last  year, 
touching  the  status  of  this  lodge  {L(x  Valleede  France)  as  substantially 
closing  the  "incident,"  as  the  French  would  say,  and  would  pay  no 
further  attention  to  the  matter. 

Like  his  predecessors  the  grand  master  has  been  perplexed  over 
the  non-affiliate  question  and  since  the  increasing  obstacles  placed 
in  the  way  of  the  re-affiliation  of  this  class  have  not  had  the  effect  to 
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diminish  their  numbers— notwithstanding-  the  apparent  confidence  of 
our  California  brethren  that  human  nature  could  be  turned  bottom 
side  up  in  this  way — he  would  have  them  try  the  New  York  plan  of  re- 
fusing to  dimit  a  member  until  he  can  show  that  he  has  been  elected 
to  membership  elsewhere.  If  he  had  read  the  address  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter Hodge  to  the  grand  lodge  of  New  York  at  its  annual  communica- 
tion in  the  preceding  .Tune  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  greatly 
impressed  by  the  experience  of  that  jurisdiction  with  the  law  referred 
to.  Grand  Master  Hodge  g^ave  statistics  for  ten  years  showing  that 
the  number  annually  unaffiliated  is  largely  in  excess  of  the  number 
restored,  and  this  it  should  be  remembered  in  a  decade  fully  covered 
by  the  law  in  question,  which  attaches  to  withdrawal  from  member- 
ship the  disabilities  of  being-  unable  to  visit  a  lodge  or  join  in  a  Ma- 
sonic procession,  and  deprivation  of  the  right  to  receive  Masonic 
relief  or  burial.  The  experience  of  New  York  with  this  law  as  a  pre- 
ventive of  non-affiliation,  extending  over  a  quarter  of  a  century,  is 
not,  we  submit,  such  as  to  commend  it  for  trial  by  other  jurisdictions. 
The  California  committee  on  jurisprudence  in  giving  their  reasons  for 
non-concurrence  in  the  grand  master's  suggestion  did  not  include  the 
fact  that  the  New  York  law  had  signally  failed  to  answer  the  end 
aimed  at. 

The  following  decisions  we  copy  as  restated  by  the  committee  on 
jurisprudence,  because  the  committee,  while  sustaining  the  law,  give 
the  grounds  on  which  they  justify  the  grand  master: 

At  the  annual  election  for  officers  in  Athens  Lodge  No.  228,  votes 
were  cast  by  members  who  were  in  arrears  for  dues,  the  votes  were 
canvassed  and  the  master  declared  the  officers  elected.  Prior  to  the 
next  stated  meeting  a  brother  insisted  that  the  master  should  de- 
clare the  election  illegal. 

The  grand  master  decided  the  election  must  stand.  In  rendering 
his  decision  the  grand  master  makes  use  of  the  following  language: 
"While  it  is  true  under  the  provisions  of  section  2,  article  IX,  of  the 
Uniform  Cod^  of  By-laws  of  lodges,  delinquents  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  vote,  in  this  case  delinquents  having  been  permitted  to  do 
so  would  not  justify  the  master  in  declaring  the  election  illegal." 

In  this  connection,  at  least  referring  to  the  same  subject,  Wood- 
land Lodge  No.  15G,  states  that,  "previous  to  voting  the  master  an- 
nounced that  brethren  in  arrears  for  dues  were  not  entitled  to  vote." 
There  were  twenty-six  votes  cast  and  only  twenty-two  brethren  pres- 
ent who  had  paid  their  dues.  In  view  of  these  facts  the  questions  are 
asked:  Was  the  election  legal;  has  the  lodge  a  right  to  install  the 
officers  so  elected? 

In  both  cases  the  grand  master  decided  that  the  elections  must 
stand.     Which  determination  we  think  was  correct. 

It  is  true  that  no  brother,  who  is  in  arrears  for  dues,  is  entitled  to 
vote,  yet,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that,  in  permitting  those  who  are  in 
arrears  to  vote,  the  responsibility  rests  upon  the  master  solely,  and 
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his  irregularity  should  not  vitiate  the  election.  We,  however,  look 
upon  it  as  a  dutj^,  for  the  benefit  of  lodges,  to  say  to  all  masters  that 
the}'  should  not  permit  a  brother  to  participate  in  an  annual  election 
unless  he  is  clear  of  the  books. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  has  repeatedly  decided  tliat  all  lodge 
b3'-laws  which  aim  to  deprive  members  of  any  of  their  rights  or 
franchises  except  as  a  penalty  for  an  offense  whereof  they  have  been 
duly  convicted  after  trial,  are  inoperative  and  void. 

The  grand  master  decided  that  the  tiler  has  the  right  to  vote  on 
questions  before  the  lodge  and  that  the  master  should  relieve  him  for 
that  purpose,  which  is  in  line  with  Illinois  precedents. 

Readers  of  these  reports  will  recall  the  story  of  Walter  Carey 
Wilcox,  a  Masonic  orphan  who  was  introduced  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  California  in  1879,  a  boy  of  tender  3rears  who  had  been  sent  by  ex- 
press from  Florida  to  San  Francisco,  consigned  to  Masonic  protec- 
tion. Upon  his  introduction  by  Past  Grand  Master  CURTis  a  collection 
was  taken  up  for  his  immediate  needs  and  an  appropriation  made  for 
his  maintenance  and  education  as  the  ward  of  the  grand  lodge.  This 
appropriation  was  continued  until  1890,  when  his  guardian,  the  grand 
treasurer,  reported  it  no  longer  necessary.  Grand  Master  STEVENS 
gives  an  account  of  a  visit  to  Oakland  Lodge  No.  188,  on  May  11,  when 
young  Wilcox  received  his  third  degree  and  of  what  followed: 

At  the  close  of  the  lodge  ceremonies  a  sumptuous  banquet  was 
served,  and  after  appropriate  responses  from  Past  Grand  Master 
Rucker,  Grand  Orator  Deuprey,  and  others,  our  3'oung  brother  spoke 
of  the  earnest  desire  he  had  so  long  entertained  of  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  great  brotherhood,  which  had  bestowed  such  kindness  upon 
him;  expressed  his  appreciation,  his  lo3'alt\-  and  devotion  to  Masonr3', 
and  with  a  heart  overflowing  with  gratitude  and  emotion,  gave  me  in 
charge,  for  the  grand  lodge,  the  tags  which  he  had  worn  on  his  child 
pilgrimage  to  California.  These  I  have  deposited  in  the  archives  of 
the  grand  lodge.  The  great  interest  3'ou  have  ever  evinced  in  this 
child  of  misfortune  seemed  to  require  some  notice  of  his  advent  into 
the  ranks  of  Masonr3-. 

This  is  an  ideal  ending  to  the  Masonic  drama  in  which  3'oung 
Wilcox  was  the  central  figure  and  which  all  reviewers  have  watched 
with  so  much  interest. 

The  atTairs  of  the  California  Home  for  Widows  and  Orphans  had 
not  progressed  with  that  rapidit3"  which  the  grand  master  could  have 
wished,  but  progress  had  been  made  and  the  president  of  the  board 
of  trustees  takes  a  hopeful  view,  as  the  business  depression  and  finan- 
cial stringency  which  have  for  two  years  prevailed  to  the  detriment 
of  their  subscription  list  gives  place  to  returning  prosperit3'. 

The  report  of  the  grand  secretar}'  (George  Johnson)— a  paper 
which  like  the  reports  of  his  predecessor  and  model,  the  lamented 
Abell,  reflects  fully  the  business  of  the  secretariat— notes  a  consid- 
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erable  decrease  in  the  number  of  trials  for  Masonic  offences  during- 
the  3'ear.  The  reports  of  the  various  boards  of  relief  show  that  two 
cases  from  Illinois  were  relieved  by  the  San  Francisco  board  to  the 
amount  of  $21.25;  four  cases  by  the  Oakland  board  to  the  amount  of 
$135.50;  one  case  by  the  San  Diego  board  tu  the  amount  of  $84.95. 
James  E.  Griffin,  New  Boston  Lodge  No.  59;  Alonzo  S.  Rich,  Gen- 
eva Lodge  No.  139,  and  F.  W.  Sonnenberg,  Garden  City  Lodge  No. 
141,  of  Illinois,  were  buried  with  Masonic  honors  under  the  direction 
of  the  San  Francisco  board;  William  Colley,  Richard  Cole  Lodge 
No.  697,  under  the  direction  of  the  San  Diego  board,  and  the  remains 
of  David  A.  Wetzell,  a  resident  of  Oakland  and  a  member  of  Maroa 
Lodge  No.  454,  Illinois,  were  sent  to  Farmer  City,  111.,  for  burial,  ac- 
companied by  his  widow  and  five  children,  transportation  and  all 
matters  of  detail  pertaining  thereto  being  arranged  by  the  Oakland 
board.  Illinois  lodges  refunded  to  the  various  boards  as  follows: 
Robert  Burns  No.  113,  $4,  DuQuoin  No.  234,  $10  to  the  San  Francisco 
board;  Garden  City  No.  141,  $40:  Maroa  No.  454,  $50,  to  the  Oakland 
board.  An  aggregate  of  $6,300  was  appropriated  to  six  boards  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

On  the  subject  of  life  membership  the  following  was  presented 
and  sent  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence: 

BesoJved,  That  life  memberships  may  be  granted  by  subordinate 
lodges  as  follows:  Where  the  dues  are  not  in  excess  of  six  dollars  per 
annum,  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  a  life  membership  shall  be  ninety  dol- 
lars; and  where  the  dues  are  in  excess  of  six  dollars  per  annum,  the 
sum  to  be  paid  shall  be  one  hundred  and  eighty  dollars.  Said  amount 
shall  be  deposited  by  the  lodge  in  savings  banks,  or  invested  in  bonds 
or  other  interest  paying  securities. 

The  committee  report  that  the  subject  had  been  several  times 
considered  by  their  predecessors  and  quote  from  the  last  report 
thereon  as  follows: 

This  is  one  of  the  subjects  presented  in  the  grand  master's  ad- 
dress, and  one  to  which  the  committee  have  given  attention  during 
the  year,  but  have  been  unable  to  devise  a  plan  satisfactory  to  them- 
selves. They  are  agreed  that  the  amount  to  be  paid  for  such  mem- 
bership should  be  a  full  equivalent  for  dues,  and  that  all  sums  paid  in 
for  that  purpose  should  be  paid  into  and  constitute  a  special  fund  to 
be  securel}"  invested  in  interest  pa3ang  funds  or  property,  and  that  no 
lodge  should  be  permitted  to  draw  upon  the  principle  of  that  fund  for 
any  purpose,  except  for  investment.  But  the  questions  undetermined 
are;  1.  What  shall  be  the  minimum  sum  to  be  received  for  such 
membershipV  and  2.  How  can  it  be  so  invested  as  to  make  it  a  per- 
petual fund,  the  interest  or  income  from  which  only  can  be  used  by 
the  lodge?  We  ask  that  the  subject  be  referred  to  our  successors  for 
further  consideration. 

The  committee  are  as  much  at  a  loss  to  suggest  a  satisfactory 
plan  as  were  their  predecessors.  They  confess  themselves  hardly  in 
S3rmpathy  with  life-membership  on  an}'  plan,  believing  in  a  general 
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way  that  it  will  not  prove  conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  lodge,  and 
this,  we  judge  from  our  reading  and  observation,  is  the  increasingly 
prevalent  trend  of  Masonic  opinion.  Nothing  can  be  more  certain 
than  that  life-membership  based  upon  a  cash  contribution  w^as  not  a 
part  of  the  original  plan  of  Masonry,  and  cumulative  thought  upon 
the  subject  leads  us  more  and  more  towards  the  conclusion  that  so  far 
as  its  influence  goes  it  strengthens  the  commercial  tendency  which 
threatens  the  charitable  basis  of  Masonry. 

The  grand  lodge  concurred  with  the  jurisprudence  committee  in 
saying— anent  the  communications  from  Kentucky  and  Wyoming — 
that  they  had  experienced  no  "trouble"  or  "vexation"'  by  adopting  the 
grand  representative  system,  but,  on  the  contrary,  their  relations  with 
the  representatives  of  other  grand  bodies  had  been  of  the  most  cor- 
dial and  fraternal  character,  and  that  while  not  regarding  the  S3'stem 
as  necessarj'  to  preserve  existing  comit}-,  they  like  it  and  would  regret 
to  see  it  abolished:  agreed  wdth  the  same  committee  in  rejecting  a  reso- 
lution "that  rupture  or  hernia,  unless  irreducible,  is  not  such  a  disa- 
bility as  to  cause  one  to  be  ineligible  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry, 
presumably  because  the  committee  saw  no  reason  why  an  adopted  de- 
cision to  the  contrary  should  be  reversed,  while  it  is  tolerably  certain 
that  a  bushel  of  evidence  that  the  decision  is  a  dead  letter  would 
have  been  in  sight  if  all  the  trusses  worn  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cali- 
fornia had  been  thrown  upon  the  altar:  sent  the  Colorado  proposition 
for  the  Washington  memorial  observance  over  for  a  3'ear  with  a  good 
word  for  final  favorable  action;  let  the  renewed  application  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria  for  recognition  go  over  for  further  informa- 
tion; listened  to  a  highly  practical  address  by  the  grand  orator 
(Eugene  Nelson  Deuprey),  who  put  home  questions  to  the  brethren 
as  to  their  knowledge  of  the  ancient  charges  upon  which  hang  the 
law,  and  which  point  out  the  duties  of  Masonry:  chartered  three  new 
lodges:  made  the  customary  appropriation  for  the  support  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Tutt;  welcomed  Past  Grand  Master  .Jacob  Mayer,  of 
Oregon,  as  a  visitor:  disagreed,  under  the  lead  of  the  jurisprudence 
committee, wath  the  grand  master  in  granting  permission  to  lodges  to 
appear  in  regalia  to  attend  divine  service,  holding  that  Masons  should 
not  appear  in  public  clothed  as  such  except  on  Masonic  occasions,  and 
refused  to  string  a  new  barbed  wire  to  keep  a  non-affiliate  with  a 
three-year-old  dimit  from  breaking  into  the  charitable  funds  of  a 
lodge,  holding  the  same  superfluous  in  the  face  of  the  law  which 
makes  one  with  a  six-months  old  dimit  a  suspended  Mason.  From  a 
utilitarian  standpoint  the  new  statute  does  seem  superfluous,  but  it 
may  have  been  designed  by  the  proposer  to  teach  the  incorrigibles 
that  there  is  a  punishment  after  death. 

Edward  Myers   Preston,  of  Nevada  City,  was  elected  grand 
master;  George  Johnson,  San  Francisco,  re-elected  grand  secretar}-. 
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The  report  on  correspondence  (139  pp.)  reflects  in  terse  and  virile 
style  the  ability  of  its  distinguished  author,  Past  Grand  Master 
William  A.  Davies,  who,  we  are  glad  to  note,  agrees  with  us  that 
prohibiting  lodges  from  an  interchange  of  views  for  or  against  any 
proposition  of  interest  to  them  is  the  denial  of  an  inherent  right  as 
members  of  the  Masonic  family.  Bro.  Davies  devotes  four  pages  to 
a  review  of  Illinois  for  1894,  quoting  at  some  length  from  the  address 
of  Grand  Master  Goddard,  laying  also  the  journal  of  proceedings  and 
the  report  on  correspondence  under  contribution. 

Bro.  Davies  closes  his  report  with  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Past  Grand  Masters  Browne  and  Belcher,  with  the  lat- 
ter of  whom  his  service  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California  had  been 
contemporaneous.  Bro.  Davies  was  junior  grand  warden  during  the 
last  year  of  Bro.  Belcher's  service  in  the  grand  east,  and  two  vears 
later  became  "rand  master. 


CANADA,  IN  THE  Province  of  Ontario,  1895. 

40th  Annual.  Toronto.  July  17. 

Forty-eight  grand  jurisdictions,  of  varied  genealogy,  were  repre- 
sented at  the  opening,  Illinois  by  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden  Geo.  C. 
Davis. 

Past  Grand  Master  W.  Wedderburn,  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
Past  Grand  Junior  Warden  W.  B.  Alley,  of  Nova  Scotia,  were  hon- 
ored guests. 

The  grand  master  (W.  R.  White,  Q.  C.)  reports  the  year  as  un- 
eventful, scarcely  a  ripple  of  discord  disturbing  the  peace  and  har- 
mony which  seem  to  have  become  the  normal  condition  of  this 
jurisdiction. 

Referring  to  dedications  he  says: 

While  upon  this  subject  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  for  me  to  sug- 
gest that  in  most  of  the  cities  and  large  towns  in  the  jurisdiction, 
efforts  should  be  made  to  acquire  property  in  business  localities  and 
by  means  of  joint  stock  companies,  or  otherwise,  erect  suitable  build- 
ings. The  income  that  could  be  derived  from  the  portions  of  the 
buildings  rented  for  business  purposes,  ought  to,  in  most  cases,  in 
time,  pay  for  the  buildings,  or,  at  all  events,  pay  good  interest  upon 
the  investment. 
-3 
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We  may  have  been  misled  by  the  fact  that  prosperous  enterprises 
give  rise  to  less  comment,  but  the  net  impression  left  on  our  minds 
after  surveying  the  field  for  many  3'ears,  is  that  profitable  building  en- 
terprises among  the  fraternity  in  the  larger  towns  and  cities  in  the 
United  States  have  been  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule. 

The  grand  master  had  found  few  occasions  for  rulings,  although 
there  had  been  the  usual  plethora  of  questions.  Hypothetical  ques- 
tions he  had  declined  answering,  not  deeming  it  a  part  of  his  duty  to 
furnish  the  questioner  with  ammunition  wherewith  to  bombard  some 
brother  who  held  different  views.     He  says: 

The  subject  which  I  found  the  most  trouble  in  dealing  with  was 
the  question  of  physical  qualifications.  In  all  such  cases  I  felt  con- 
strained to  leave  the  matter  to  the  W.  M.  or  D.D.G.M.,  who  could  per- 
sonally see  whether  the  candidate  could  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  constitution  or  not.  I  regret  very  much  that  my  views  on  this 
subject  differ  slightly  from  those  expressed  by  some  former  grand 
masters.  I  favor  a  liberal  interpretation  of  the  constitution  rather 
than  a  strict  one.  I  think,  if  a  candidate  possesses  the  necessarj'^  mental 
and  moral  qualifications,  it  would  be  a  great  hardship  if  he  should  be 
deprived  of  the  benefits  of  Masonry  because  he  has  some  slight  physi- 
cal defect  which  prevents  him  from  absolutely,  and  in  the  most  per- 
fect manner,  complying  with  all  the  ceremonies  of  the  work  of  grand 
lodge. 

This  view  did  not  find  favor  with  the  board  of  general  purposes  or 
with  the  grand  lodge,  and  the  rule  laid  down  by  Grand  Master  Hen- 
derson in  1880  that  the  candidate  "must  be  in  a  condition  to  receive, 
perform,  and  communicate  all  parts  of  the  ceremonies  and  duties  of 
the  fraternity,"  was  not  relaxed. 

Touching  the  question  of  abandoning  the  grand  representative 

system  he  says: 

On  the  question  of  abolishing  repres'^ntatives  to  other  grand 
lodges,  while  there  maybe  strong  arguments  in  favor  of  such  a  course, 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  they  cost  us  nothing,  and  may  be  both 
useful  and  ornamental.  At  all  events,  they  form  a  sentimental  link 
in  the  chain  of  fraternal  courtesies,  that  are  constantly  being-  ex- 
changed between  our  grand  lodge  and  other  friendly  grand  lodges. 

He  severely  condemns  the  practice  of  electioneering  for  office  in 
Masonry,  in  which  he  is  warmly  seconded  by  the  board  of  general  pur- 
poses, who  express  the  hope  that  the  evil  has  not  got  a  foothold  in  the 
grand  lodge  and  never  will. 

The  reports  of  the  district  deputies  reflect  the  painstaking  and 
indefatigable  labors  of  a  corps  of  officers  which  can  scarcely  be 
equalled  in  any  other  jurisdiction.  R.W.  Bro.  W.  F.  Miles,  of  the 
Wilson  district,  reported  the  rare  pleasure  of  seeing,  on  a  visit  to 
Scotland  Lodge  No.  193,  W.  Bro.  Col.  Thompson,  a  Mason  of  some 
sixty  years'  standing  and  ninety-four  years  of  age,  hand  in  an  appli- 
cation for  membership. 
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Bro.  Geo.  C.  Davis,  our  representative,  chairman  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee of  the  board  of  general  purposes,  submitted  an  eloquent  report 
on  the  fraternal  dead,  embracing  notices  of  James  Moffat,  past 
grand  master;  Isaac  F.  Toms,  Frederick  J.  Menet,  William  Mc 
Kay,  and  L.  H.  Henderson,  past  district  deputy  grand  masters;  Rev. 
David  Armstrong,  D.D.,  and  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Davies,  D.D.,  past 
grand  chaplains;  Walter  Kerr,  past  grand  director  of  ceremonies; 
H.  B.  O'Connor,  past  grand  steward,  and  Robert  Struthers,  past 
assistant  grand  director  of  ceremonies. 

In  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  last  grand  lodge  the  board  of 
general  purposes  reporting  on  "the  objects  for  which  the  asylum  fund 
was  formed  and  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  for  carrying  these  ob- 
jects into  effect,"  found  that  the  declared  object  when  the  fund  was 
started  in  1861  was  to  build  an  asylum  for  indigent  and  decayed  Ma- 
sons and  Masons'  widows  and  orphans;  that  no  contribution  from  any 
source  had  been  received  since  1873,  and  that  the  fund  with  accumu- 
lated interest  amounts  to  :^14, 043.75.  The  board  thinks  the  chief  rea- 
sons why  the  undertaking  has  thus  far  been  a  failure  has  been  the  appre- 
hension of  the  more  prudent  that  if  built  without  previous  adequate 
endowment  the  grand  lodge  funds  would  be  soon  swallowed  up  in  its 
maintenance  and  the  body  be  thereby  prevented  from  assisting  de- 
serving applicants  who  could  not  become  inmates  of  the  institution; 
and  the  knowledge  that  the  great  majority  of  the  applicants  for 
benevolence  would  not  be  able,  and  few  would  be  willing,  to  avail 
themselves  of  grand  lodge  aid,  if  they  were  compelled  to  become  in- 
mates of  the  asylum.  To  secure  the  necessary  endowment — without 
which  they  think  the  asylum  should  not  be  built — the  board  thinks  per 
capita  taxation  of  fifty  cents  per  annum  would  be  necessary,  and  this 
supplemented  by  a  vigorous  canvass  for  individual  subscriptions. 
Continuing  they  say: 

The  board  having  complied  with  the  request  of  grand  lodge  in 
furnishing  the  above  information,  desire  to  express  the  opinion  that 
in  the  present  state  of  the  matter  it  is  inadvisable  to  undertake  the 
erection  and  maintenance  of  the  Asylum,  but  that  it  is  expedient  to 
make  every  effort  to  increase  the  grants  of  grand  lodge  under  the 
present  system:  and  with  that  object  in  view,  and  in  consideration  of 
the  fact  that  of  the  brethren  who  belonged  to  the  lodges  which  origin- 
ally contributed  to  the  fund  very  few  now  remain  among  us,  the  said 
lodges  be  requested  to  consent  that  the  amounts  so  contributed  be 
transferred  to  the  general  funds  of  grand  lodge,  and  thus  make  avail- 
able for  benevolent  purposes  the  income  derived  from  the  investment. 

The  board  have  no  hesitation  in  making  this  suggestion,  because 
the  funds  which  were  then  subscribed  would  now,  if  an  Asylum  had 
already  been  built,  be  used  for  the  maintenance  and  comfort  of  the 
ver}^  brethren  whom  we  would  thus  be  enabled  to  assist  by  increased 
grants. 
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The  following,  in  amendment,  displaced  a  motion  to  adopt  the  re- 
port: 

That  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  committee  with  instruc- 
tions to  amend  same  by  recommending  that  a  committee  of  five  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  M.  W.  the  grand tfiiaster,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  during 
the  interval  between  this  and  the  next  annual  communication  of 
grand  lodge  to  inquire  into  the  question  of  establishing  an  asylum  as 
contemplated  when  the  Asylum  fund  was  created,  and  to  report  upon 
the  best  means  of  carrying  this  object  into  effect. 

The  grand  lodge  sustained  the  board  in  the  following: 

A  question  was  referred  to  the  board  arising  out  of  the  objection 
of  a  certain  candidate,  on  his  initiation,  to  yield  to  the  prescribed 
method  of  administering  the  obligation,  he  contending  that  an  affirm- 
ation on  his  part  should  take  the  place  of  our  particular  form  and 
phraseology,  and  refusing  to  seal  the  obligation  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  board  recognize  'that  while  Masonry  respects  the  conscien- 
tious beliefs  of  all  creeds,  and  condemns  no  man  for  or  on  account  of  his 
particular  religious  opinions,  it  constrains  none  to  accept  its  tenets 
or  teachings,  and  the  board  consider  the  refusal  of  a  candidate  to 
conform  to  any  of  our  usages,  even  though  he  may  fancy  in  but  one 
of  the  minor  details,  as  much  of  an  objection  to  his  reception  as 
though  he  declined  to  accede  to  any  other  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies, 
and  as  the  candidate  in  this  case  refused  to  conform  to  the  require- 
ments of  our  ritual  the  board  recommend  that,  the  W.M.  having 
honestly  erred  in  proceeding  with  the  initiation,  no  further  degrees 
be  conferred  on  thie  candidate  unless  he  brings  his  opinions  into 
harmony  with  the  Masonic  view  of  the  questions  in  difference,  and  in 
this  recommendation  we  follow  the  ruling  of  the  M.W.  the  grand 
master  in  a  similar  case  in  1885. 

And  also  in  this  recommendation  concerning  the  clandestine 
"Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario." 

The  board  having  received  from  the  M.W.  the  grand  master  a 
verbal  statement  that  he  had  been  approached  by  authorities  repre- 
senting the  organization  called  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ontario,  with  the 
view  of  having  the  members  thereof  healed  and  recognized  as  Masons 
within  this  jurisdiction,  on  the  understanding  that  the  said  grand 
lodge  should  cease  to  exist,  recommended  that  a  special  committee  of 
the  board  be  appointed,  w-hich  shall  be  authorized  to  treat  with  the 
members  of  the  said  organization  and  agree  with  them  if  possible  in 
the  terms  on  which  the  object  sought  for  may  be  accomplished,  and 
that  the  said  committee  shall  have  "full  power  to  dispose  finally  of  the 
whole  matter,  and  that  the  committee  consist  of  the  M.W.  the  grand 
master,  the  past  grand  master,  and  the  deputy  grand  master. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  warrants  to  two  new  lodges;  agreed  to 
meet  next  year  at  Belleville;  negatived  a  motion  to  forbid  a  brother 
or  brethren  hailing  from  a  foreign  jurisdiction  to  practice  or  illus- 
trate within  the  precincts  of  any  lodge,  other  work  than  that  author- 
ized by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Canada,  unless  with  permission  from  the 
grand  master,  and  rejected  a  proposition  to  make  certain  of  its  offi- 
cers appointive  by  the  grand  master 
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W.  R.  White,  Q.  C,  of  Pembroke,  grand  master,  and  J.  J.  Masox, 
Hamilton,  grand  secretary,  were  re-elected. 

In  the  report  on  correspondence  Past  Grand  Master  Henry  ROB- 
ERTSON has  succeeded  in  compressing'  a  review  of  the  proceeding's  of 
fiftj'-eig'ht  grand  lodges  (one  of  them  for  two  years)  into  109  pages. 
Illinois  is  among  the  number,  and  he  quotes  at  length  from  the  intro- 
duction to  our  report  relative  to  the  recognition  by  New  York  of  the 
Mexican  Gran  Dieta. 

Relative  to  the  Mississippi  uniform  rules,  he  says  the  contem- 
plated violation  of  the  secresy  of  the  ballot  appears  to  be  the  fatal 
objection  to  their  adoption. 


COLORADO,  1895. 

35th  Annual.  Denver.  September  17- 

The  representatives  of  thirty-four  g'rand  jurisdictions  were  called 
to  the  east  upon  the  opening  of  the  grand  lodg'e  and  fraternally  wel- 
comed by  the  grand  master.  Past  Grand  Master  Henry  M.  Teller, 
the  representative  of  Illinois,  responding  for  the  corps. 

The  g'rand  master  (W.  L.  Bush)  announced  the  death  of  .John 
Milton  Chivington,  the  first  grand  master  of  Colorado— noted  by  us 
last  year — of  whom  the  committee  on  necrology  say: 

.John  Milton  Chivington  was  born  January  27,  1821,  near  Lebanon, 
Warren  county,  Ohio.  He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  and  inherited 
the  characteristics  of  his  race.  He  was  educated  as  a  Methodist  min- 
ister, and  in  18-18  went  to  Missouri,  where  he  remained  until  1856,  where 
he  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  anti-slavery  conflicts  of  those  days. 
His  life  was  continually  in  danger,  and  at  the  persuasion  of  his  friends 
he  left  Missouri,  and  about  1856  he  went  to  Omaha,  where  he  was  pre- 
siding elder.  From  1858  to  1860  his  home  was  at  Nebraska  City.  He 
came  to  Colorado  as  the  presiding  elder  of  the  Rocky  Mountain  Dis- 
trict, retaining  that  appointment  until  1862,  when  he  was  placed  in 
command  of  the  Colorado  troops  at  Fort  Weld.  His  distinguished 
military  services  will  ever  be  treasured  in  the  histories  of  our  state 
and  the  nation.  After  the  war  he  spent  several  years  in  Ohio,  re- 
turning to  Colorado  some  ten  years  ago.  He  had  also  filled  civic 
offices  with  marked  ability. 

The  grand  master  discloses  the  fact  that  a  resolution  passed  the 
previous  year  making  it  legal  for-three  Master  Masons  to  open  a  lodge 
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and  transact  business  was  based  on  expediency  rather  than  principle. 
He  says: 

At  the  last  session  of  the  grand  lodg^e,  a  resolution  was  passed 
making  it  legal  in  this  jurisdiction  for  three  Master  Masons  to  open 
a  lodge  and  transact  business.  This  resolution  was  passed  in  the 
hope  that  Tin  Cup  Lodge  No.  52,  which  had  held  no  meetings  for  over 
a  year  on  account  of  being  unable  to  get  a  quorum  of  seven  members 
present,  and  other  weak  lodges  in  the  jurisdiction  would  be  able  to 
keep  up  their  organization  until  more  prosperous  times  should  come. 
On  October  2,  1894,  Brother  Massey  forwarded  to  the  grand  secretary 
the  charter,  books,  and  seal  of  Tin  Cup  Lodge.  I  immediately  wrote 
Brother  Massey  calling  his  attention  to  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
grand  lodge,  and  suggested  to  him  that  they  keep  up  their  organiza- 
tion as  a  lodge,  if  possible.  Under  date  of  October  20,  the  secretary 
and  two  of  the  brethren  wrote  me  that  they  had  carefully  considered 
the  situation  and  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible for  them  to  retain  their  charter,  as  within  a  month  there  would 
be  but  one  Master  Mason  left  in  the  town.  The  lodge  owned  two  lots, 
a  two-story  frame  building"  and  their  furniture.  The  lots  and  im- 
provements I  had  transferred  by  deed  to  the  grand  lodge,  and  have 
paid  the  taxes  on  the  property  for  the  3'ears  1893  and  1894.  The  taxes 
are  less  than  SIO  per  year.  The  outlay  being  so  small,  I  deemed  it  ad- 
visable to  keep  the  title  to  the  property  clear,  believing  that  if  fa- 
vorable legislation  should  be  enacted  the  town  of  Tin  Cup  would  again 
become  a  prosperous  mining  camp.  A  new  lodge  would  then  be  or- 
ganized or  the  property  could  be  sold.  The  lodge  furniture  still  re- 
mains in  the  building. 

Recommending  its  repeal  he  says: 

While  such  a  regulation  might  have  been  necessary  at  the  time 
it  was  passed,  to  keep  alive  some  of  the  weak  lodges,  I  believe  that 
reason  no  longer  exists.  If  we  have  any  lodges  that  are  not  able  to 
get  a  quorum  of  seven  members  present,  they  might  better  surrender 
their  charter.  Such  a  regulation  must  necessarily  have  a  tendency 
to  reduce  the  attendance  at  lodge  meetings,  and  I  hope  the  grand 
lodge  will  go  back  to  the  old  regulation  requiring  seven  members  of 
the  lodge  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

He  might  have  given  the  stronger  reason  that  as  a  rule  all  weak 
lodges  are  a  menace  to  the  fraternity  and  the  weaker  the  lodge  the 
greater  the  menace  because  its  financial  necessities  are  a  constant 
temptation,  if  not  to  proselyting,  to  the  admission  of  material  which 
would  be  rejected  by  a  lodge  financially  independent.  His  recommen- 
dation was  not  acted  upon. 

Among  the  dispensations  issued  by  the  grand  master  was  one  to  a 
lodge  to  attend  divine  service,  on  which  subject  he  says: 

I  believe  the  attending  of  church  by  a  lodge  in  a  body  must  neces- 
sarily result  in  good,  and  for 'this  reason  I  would  advise  giving  the 
grand  master  authority  to  issue  dispensations  to  lodges  for  this  pur- 
pose, without  fee.  It  is  a  practice  that  should  be  encouraged  and  the 
lodges  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  allowed  to  attend  church  without 
paying  a  fee  for  the  privilege. 
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This  found  favor  with  the  jurisprudence  committee,  upon  whose 
concurring  recommendation  the  by-laws  were  amended  as  advised. 
This,  it  will  be  seen,  is  a  conclusion  just  the  opposite  of  that  contem- 
poraneously reached  by  California,  where  the  granting  of  such  a  dis- 
pensation was  disapproved  on  the  safe  ground  that  a  lodge  should  not 
appear  in  public  except  on  a  Masonic  occasion.  No  Masonic  fee  is 
required  to  enable  the  individual  Mason  to  attend  divine  service  as 
often  as  he  pleases,  and  there  is  no  Masonic  regulation  discouraging 
him  from  so  doing.  Neither  should  there  be  any  regulation  placing 
even  an  implied  constraint  upon  a  brother  to  attend  a  church  other 
than  that  of  his  choice  because  a  majority  of  his  brethren  decide  to 
do  so. 

The  grand  master  further  reports: 

At  the  request  of  the  M.W.  grand  master  of  Wyoming,  I  have 
waived  jurisdiction  over  a  candidate  who  lived  near  Cheyenne,  Wyo., 
but  across  the  line  in  Colorado,  Occidental  Lodge  No.  20,  within  whose 
jurisdiction  the  candidate  resided,  having  previously  waived  jurisdic- 
tion. 

This  action  would  be  something  more  than  a  superfluity  in  Illi- 
nois, where  it  is  held  that  as  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge  is  absolute 
over  material  within  its  territory,  it  is  constrained  in  its  action  there- 
upon only  by  its  own  good  pleasure,  and  when  it  has  consented  that  a 
candidate  maj^  apply  elsewhere,  there  is  nothing  left  for  any  other 
authoritj'  to  waive. 

The  Wisconsin  proposition  relative  to  Masonic  relief  was  sub- 
mitted without  comment,  referred  to  the  committee  on  correspond- 
ence to  whom  time  was  given  for  future  report. 

The  decision  referred  to  by  the  grand  master  in  the  following  was 
reached  in  1888: 

Decision  No.  54b  provides  for  the  setting  aside  of  twenty-five  per 
cent  of  the  annual  income  of  the  grand  lodge  as  a  fund  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Masonic  home.  This  has  not  been  done  for  several 
years,  and  at  the  last  session  of  the  grand  lodge  the  fund  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  general  fund.  As  the  financial  condition  of  the  grand 
lodge  will  not  permit  of  such  a  division  of  our  funds.  I  would  recom- 
mend its  repeal.  Later  when  our  finances  are  in  better  shape,  some 
arrangement  can  be  made  for  the  accumulation  of  a  Masonic  Home 
fund,  if  we  so  desire. 

The  jurisprudence  committee  seconded  his  suggestion  and  the  de- 
cision was  set  aside  and  vacated.    . 

The  grand  master  submitted  eleven  decisions.  One  only  was  dis- 
approved and  that  was  of  local  application.  No.  3  involved  the  ques- 
tion of  blank  votes.  At  an  election  one  brother  received  nine  votes 
for  the  office  of  master;  another  eight  votes,  and  there  was  one  blank. 
The  master  declared  the  brother  receiving  the  nine  votes  elected,  de- 
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dining  to  consider  the  blank  a  vote.  The  ballot  for  senior  warden 
disclosed  also  seventeen  votes  and  one  blank.  Eighteen  votes  were 
disclosed  on  the  ballot  for  junior  warden,  treasurer,  and  secretary, 
when  after  reading  a  grand  lodge  by-law  that  "No  brother  shall  be 
declared  elected  to  office  without  having  received  a  majority  vote 
of  all  the  members  present,"  he  stated  that  he  had  erred,  declared 
the  entire  election  irregular  and  void  and  proceeded  with  a  new  elec- 
tion. The  grand  lodge  agreed  with  the  grand  master  in  holding  -the 
ruling  of  the  master  proper  and  the  last  election  valid,  so  that  in  Col- 
orado blank  ballots  are  a  factor  in  the  result. 

The  grand  master  also  decided  that  a  single  man's  residence,  Ma- 
sonically  speaking,  is  where  he  votes,  which  is  correct  as  far  as  it 
goes  but  does  not  cover  the  case  of  an  alien  who  is  unnaturalized,  and 
that  an  entered  apprentice  who  has  lost  his  right  hand  at  the  wrist 
since  initiation  cannot  be  advanced.  He  protested,  however,  against 
the  law  which  compelled  the  last  decision  with  such  effect  that  the 
law  was  changed  so  that  maiming  no  longer  precludes  the  advance- 
ment of  a  brother,  a  conclusion  long  ago  established  in  Illinois. 

In  another  decision  he  held,  with  approval,  "that  where  two  or 
more  lodges  hold  concurrent  jurisdiction  in  a  city,  their  jurisdiction 
would  extend  by  an  air  line  one-half  way  from  the  city  limits  to  sur- 
rounding lodges. 

Illinois  taking  for  its  point  of  departure  the  same  general  prin- 
ciple that  lodge  jurisdiction  extends  b}"  air-line  one-half  way  to  sur- 
rounding lodges,  reaches  a  different  conclusion.  Here  it  is  held  that 
the  general  principle  should  yield  only  so  far  as  is  unavoidable  when 
the  exceptional  condition  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  is  established. 
The  exceptional  relation  needs  not,  and  hence  should  not  affect  any 
lodges  except  those  within  the  area  where  jurisdiction  is  held  in  com- 
mon. Elsewhere  the  general  principle  prevails,  establishing,  in  any 
given  case,  the  jurisdictional  line  half  way  between  the  nearest  lodge 
within,  and  the  nearest  lodge  outside  of  the  territory  held  concur- 
r.ently,  without  regard  to  any  lines  made  by  the  civil  law. 

The  following,  which  would  have  been  timely  and  appropriate  in 
many  grand  jurisdictions  at  any  time  during  the  last  score  of  years, 
achieved  a  favorable  report  from  the  committee  on  jurisprudence, 
and  was  adopted: 

Whereas,  There  are  business  organizations  operating  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  grand  lodge  under  various  titles,  but  claiming  to 

be   Masonic   in  character,    such  as  "The Masonic  Benefit 

Association,"  "The Masonic  Accident  Association."  "The 

Mason's  Fraternal  Accident  Association,''  "Masonic  Restaurant," 
and  others  of  like  character. 

Resolved,  That  this  grand  lodge  hereby  notify  the  Masons  within 
its  jurisdiction  that  all  such  organizations,  corporations,  or  societies 
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are  using  the  word  "Masonic"  in  their  titles  without  any  right  what- 
ever, so  far  as  this  grand  lodge  is  concerned,  and  that  we  deprecate 
the  use  of  the  term  in  a  business  connection  as  wrong  and  unmasonic. 

The  grand  orator,  Alphonse  A.  Burnand,  took  for  his  theme 
"The  Mason's  Duty,"  which  at  the  end  of  an  eloquent  discourse  he 
summed  up  in  six  words:     "To  God,  our  neighbor  and  ourselves." 

Two  charters  were  granted  and  one  dispensation  continued;  and  a 
committee  appointed  to  visit  Past  Grand  Master  H.  P.  H.  Brom- 
WELL,  sick  at  his  home,  returned  with  acknowledgments  of  apprecia- 
tion and  thankfulness. 

The  work  which  Bro.  Bromwell  has  had  in  hand  for  the  grand 
lodge,  the  preparation  of  a  book  of  ceremonials,  was  reported  fin- 
ished, and  pending  the  printing  of  the  entire  work  the  burial  service, 
condensed  therefrom,  has  been  published  in  ne;at  form,  with  stiff  cov- 
ers, and  distributed  to  the  lodges.  Through  the  courtesy  of  the  grand 
master  and  of  the  author  we  have  been  favored  with  a  copy.  Like 
everything  which  comes  from  Bro.  Bromwell'S  hand,  it  is  finished 
work.  A  striking  original  feature  is  the  publication  of  two  dirges, 
set  to  appropriate  music,  the  words  composed  b}'  Bro.  Bromwell. 
One  of  them  has  qualities  which  lead  any  one  who  is  familiar  with  the 
"Dies  Irje"of  Thomas  de  Celano,  or  Dix's  translation  of  that  famous 
hymn,  instinctively  to  yoke  the  two  together  in  his  consciousness. 
We  reproduce  it  here: 

Direful  death  I  thy  gauge  of  terror 
Spares  the  hearts  of  mortals  never — 
Shall  thy  weapon  smite  forever? 

Who  can  pass  thy  square  tremendous? 
Who  confront  thy  maul  stupendous? 
Who  deliver  or  defend  us? 

Helpless,  hopeless  in  confusion; 
Face  to  face  with  dissolution; 
All  must  end  with  life's  illusion. 

Righteous  Judge,  we  dare  implore  Thee. 
Quick  and  dead  are  here  before  Thee — 
Wilt  Thou  save,  O  King  of  Glory? 

Thou  canst  'suage  our  desperation, 
Thou  Almighty'  in  creation; 
So  Almighty  in  salvation. 

Hark!  th'  Omniflc  Word  from  Zion, 
See!  the  sign  of  life  undying: 
Hail!  the  grasp  of  Judah's  Lion. 

Blessed  death!  thy  shrouded  portal 
Opens  towards  the  realms  immortal- 
There  the  loved  and  lost  are  found— 
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Glory  be  to  God  Eternal! 
Glor3'  to  the  "Word"  supernal! 
There  the  capstone  lost  is  found. 

Glory  to  the  Love  supernal! 
Glory  to  the  "Work"'  eternal; 
All  by  love  the  capstone  crowned. 

William  D.  Pierce,  of  Denver,  was  elected  grand  master;  Ed.  C. 
Parmelee.,  Denver  (Masonic  Temple),  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

Past  Grand  Master  Lawrence  N.  Greenleaf  presents  another 
of  his  excellent  reports  on  correspondence;  twenty-three  of  its  two 
hundred  and  twenty-four  pages  are  devoted  to  his  customary  digest  of 
the  decisions  of  the  year.  He  devotes  nearly  seven  pages  to  a  review 
of  Illinois  for  1894,  in  which  he  quotes  from  the  address  of  Grand 
Master  Goddard,  the  oration  of  Grand  Orator  Black,  and  from  the 
reports  on  jurisprudence  and  correspondence.  Concerning  the  latter, 
he  says: 

Some  two  or  more  pages  are  devoted  to  our  report,  in  answer  to 
what  we  had  to  say  last  3'ear  concerning  the  recognition  of  Masons 
hailing  from  those  countries  which  are  under  grand  orients,  etc. 
Having  made  plain  our  position  as  to  what  we  regard  as  Masonry  pure 
and  undefiled,  Brother  Bobbins  finds  that  there  is  no  serious  difference 
of  opinion  between  us  "as  to  what  was  included  in  the  original  plan  of 
Masonry.''  The  bones  of  contention  between  our  good  brother  and 
ourself  have  been  pretty  well  ijickqd  in  former  reviews,  and  at  pres- 
ent there  is  no  disturbing  question  at  issue. 

In  his  "conclusion"  he  says: 

Regarding  the  Washington  memorial  observance  the  following 
grand  lodges  have  taken  favorable  action:  Alabama,  Arizona,  Ar- 
kansas, Delaware,  District  of  Columbia,  Indiana,  Iowa.  Kansas, Maine, 
Maryland,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Nebraska,  New  York,  North  Da- 
kota, Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  South  Dakota,  Texas,  Utah,  Vermont, 
Virginia,  Washington  and  West  Virginia — twenty-five.  We  have 
stricken  off  Indian  Territory  from  the  list,  placed  there  last  year  un- 
der the  impression  that  favorable  action  had  been  taken.  It  and  New 
Hampshire  voted  to  take  no  action.  Georgia  has  taken  conditional 
action;  Missouri  has  deferred  action;  Kentuck}'  has  referred  the  mat- 
ter to  the  committee  on  necrology,  and  Penns3-lvania  opposes  it  in 
toto.     Others  have  not  yet  reported. 

And  of  Masonic  homes: 

The  movement  in  the  direction  of  the  establishment  of  Masonic 
homes  shows  no  signs  of  abatement.  Many  grand  lodges  have  special 
funds  alread}'  set  apart  for  this  purpose,  while  others  have  under  con- 
sideration plans  for  the  erection  and  maintenance  of  such  institutions 
in  the  near  future. 

In  this  matter  his  observation  does  not  accord  with  our  own.  It 
seems  plain  to  us  that  while  the  subject  is  still  under  consideration  in 
many  jurisdictions,  there  is  a  gradual  approach  towards  a  general 
consensus  of  opinion  that  the  asylum  plan  is  neither  the  most  econ- 
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omical  nor  the  most  desirable  plan  of  Masonic  beneficence,  at  least  for 
small  jurisdictions,  and  that  the  action  of  the  present  year  indicates 
that  Colorado  shares  this  view.  He  devotes  considerable  space  to 
the  question  of  the  antiquity  of  degrees  in  Masonry  and  argues 
strongly,  but  to  us  not  convincingly,  that  the  Masonry  of  today  is  not 
the  outgrowth  of  one  simple  ceremonj^. 


CONNECTICUT,  1896. 

108th  Annual.  Hartford.  January  15. 

As  a  frontispiece  this  volume  has  a  portrait  of  the  Rev.  Ashael 
Baldwin,  grand  chaplain  in  1797,  who,  preaching  a  sermon  before 
the  grand  lodge,  made  the  first  suggestion  of  a  permanent  fund  for 
charitable  purposes,  the  final  fruitage  of  which  is  the  Masonic  Home 
and  Orphanage  established  by  the  Masonic  Charity  Foundation,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  grand  lodge,  located  at  Wallingford,  the  very 
town  where  Grand  Chaplain  Baldwin  lived  and  labored  nearly  a  cen- 
tury ago,  and  dedicated  by  the  grand  master  (Henry  O.  Warner) 
September  25,  1895.  This  was  a  red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  the 
Connecticut  craft.  Past  Grand  Master  Luke  A.  Lockwood,  the  ora- 
tor of  the  occasion,  characterized  it  as  the  greatest  Masonic  event  of 
the  century  in  that  jurisdiction,  the  greatest  because  it  marked  ''an 
epoch  in  the  progress  of  the  institution,  not  a  new  departure  but  a 
new  development  of  what  already  existed  within  it." 

In  one  sense  the  distinguished  president  of  the  corporation  is 
clearly  right.  The  event  is  epochal  in  the  history  of  Connecticut  Ma- 
sonry because  it  inaugurates  a  form  of  Masonic  benevolence  before 
unknown  in  that  jurisdiction;  but  whether  it  is  a  departure  or  a  devel- 
opment will  depend  upon  the  means  adopted  for  its  maintenance. 

In  his  enthusiasm  over  the  efficient  help  which  the  enterprise  has 
received  from  the  ladies  of  the  Eastern  Star,  Bro.  Lockwood  while 
denying  the  possibility  of  making  women  Masons,  yet  argues  along  a 
line  which  has  no  logical  stopping  place  this  side  of  their  recognition 
as  quasi  members  of  the  fraternity  through  their  admission  to  a  de- 
gree, or  to  an  organization  by  whatever  name  called,  whose  esotery 
must  become  a  part  of  the  Masonic  system. 

It  is  gratifying  to  learn  from  the  address  that  the  completed 
home  starts  on  its  beneficient  mission  without  debt. 
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The  representatives  of  t\vent3--ei8"ht  grand  jurisdictions  were 
present  at  the  annual  communication.  Past  Grand  Master  John  W. 
Mix,  the  representative  of  Illinois,  not  among  them. 

Grand  Master  Warner  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter William  E.  Sanford,  who  served  in  the  grand  east  in  IS.")!:  Past 
Grand  Senior  Warden  David  S.  Miller,  who  held  office  in  1870,  and 
Past  Grand  Lecturer  Chauncey  M.  Hatch,  who  served  from  18(53  to 
1873. 

The  grand  master  reported  that  he  had  refused  dispensations  for 
conferring  the  degrees  upon  an  applicant  physically  disqualified  and 
for  a  lodge  to  appear  in  public  with  regalia  to  attend  church  on  St. 
John's  day.  No  questions  of  law  had  been  submitted  that  had  not  been 
answered  b}-  referring  the  questioner  to  their  published  jurisprudence. 

Of  the  Home  and  Orphanage  he  says: 

Its  doors  have  been  opened  to  such  as  were  found  eligible,  and  de- 
pendent upon  the  charities  of  their  brethren,  and  happiness  reigns 
within  its  peaceful  walls.  Generous  gifts  have  been  bestowed  by 
many  kind  and  loving  friends.  Appeals  have  been  made  to  j^ou  to 
help,  aid,  and  assist  in  this  noble  work  of  charity.  Generous  responses 
have  been  received  from  many  of  the  lodges,  cheerfully  fulfilling  their 
duties  and  obligations,  as  our  records  plainly  show.  I  am  by  duty 
compelled  (but  deeply  regret)  to  inform  you  that  there  are  those  who 
have  not  as  yet  responded  to  the  call  of  dut}-,  but  trust  that  the  time 
will  soon  come  when  every  lodge  within  this  grand  jurisdiction  will  not 
be  found  wanting  in  the  discharge  of  its  duty  towards  this  worthy 
object  of  charity. 

There  are  now  seventeen  inmates  at  the  "Home"  dependent  upon 
us  for  support.  Brethren,  let  us  cheerfully  provide  for  their  wants, 
that  the  honor  and  reputation  of  the  craft  may  not  suffer.  Let  the 
pages  of  our  history  be  so  written,  that  future  generations  may 
never  find  that  even  one  among  our  number  had  been  neglectful 
or  forgetful  of  duty  and  honor. 

The  grand  master  here  refers  to  lodges  which  had  not  responded 
to  the  recommendation  of  the  grand  lodge— noted  in  our  report  of 
last  year — that  each  lodge  return  to  the  grand  treasurer,  in  two  semi- 
annual installments,  for  the  use  of  the  Masonic  Charity  Foundation, 
a  sum  equal  to  seventy-five  cents  per  capita  of  its  members.  The 
following  action  had  on  the  subject  indicates  an  expectation  that  the 
"recommendation"  would  carry  with  it  enough  of  duress  to  make  it 
as  productive  as  an  order: 

Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  matter  of  lodges  de- 
linquent under  the  recommendation  of  the  grand  lodge  report  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  committees  have  had  before  them  representatives  of  the  sev- 
eral lodges  so  reported,  and  find  all  lodges  reported  as  delinquent  in 
every  way  seem  entirely  loyal  to  this  grand  lodge. 
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In  several  instances,  lodg'es  are  acting  and  will  report  pecuniary 
results  later  on. 

In  others,  a  little  misunderstandinif  as  to  correct  interpretation 
of  grand  lodge  legislation  has  delayed  action. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  j'our  committee  recommend  as  follows: 

Besolved,  That'  no  legislation  is  necessary  in  this  matter  at  the 
present  time. 

This  year  the  grand  lodge  decided  that  the  Home  should  be  sup- 
ported by  taxation,  adopting  the  following: 

liesolved,  That  there  be  required  to  be  paid  to  the  grand  lodge 
from  each  lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  each 
member  upon  its  roll  of  membership. 

Besolved,  That  in  estimating  their  membership  all  members  may 
be  deducted  who  have  been  Masons  thirty  years,  also  those  whose 
whereabouts  are  unknown  for  five  years  previous. 

Resolved,  That  twenty-five  per  cent  of  amount  received  be  appro- 
priated for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  grand  lodge,  and  75  per 
cent  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  the  Masonic  Charity  Founda- 
tion Fund  of  Connecticut. 

The  grand  lodge  found  but  little  work  outside  of  routine  business; 
it  took  under  advisement  the  suggestion  of  Grand  Secretary  Barlow 
for  a  grand  lodge  register  from  its  organization;  required  the  one 
lodge  not  represented  to  show  cause  for  the  same  next  year,  and 
adopted  the  following  from  the  committee  on  jurisprudence: 

In  the  matter  of  Warren  Lodge  No.  51,  Portland,  your  committee 
find  that  A.  B.  applied  for  the  degrees  to  Warren  Lodge  No.  51  and 
was  rejected.  He  afterwards  applied  to  a  lodge  in  Scotland  and  there 
received  the  degrees,  and  the  question  arises  as  to  his  Masonic  status. 
Your  committee  re^iort  their  opinion  as  follows: 

1.  That  A.  B.  having  been  made  a  Mason  in  a  regular  lodge  is  a 
regular  Mason. 

2.  That  if  he  took  the  degrees  with  a  knowledge  of  the  Masonic 
law  of  Connecticut,  for  the  purpose  of  evading  that  law,  he  is  subject 
to  trial  by  Warren  Lodge  for  surreptitiously  obtaining  the  degrees  of 
Masonry. 

3.  That  the  right  of  visiting  any  lodge  rests  upon  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  members  present. 

This  is  in  full  accord  with  Illinois  precedents  and  rightfully  places 
the  matter  of  denying  lodge  privileges  to  an  acknowledged  Mason 
where  it  belongs — in  the  hands  of  the  members,  not  in  the  grand  lodge. 

James  H.  Welsh,  of  Danbury,  was  elected  grand  master;  John 
H.  Barlow,  Hartford,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (158  pp.)  is  again  by  the  grand  sec- 
retary, Past  Grand  Master  Barlow,  and  includes  a  notice  of  every 
grand  lodge  with  which  Connecticut  is  in  correspondence. 
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Illinois  for  1895  is  reviewed.  Quoting  the  remarks  of  Grand  Mas- 
ter GODDARD  touching  Masonic  funerals  and  other  public  Masonic 
ceremonies,  he  adds  that  in  Connecticut  the  lodge  is  regularly  opened 
and  after  attending  the  funeral,  the  brethren  return  to  the  lodge  room 
and  the  lodge  is  closed.  This  is  also  the  law  and  the  practice  in 
Illinois. 

Quoting  the  grand  master  further,  relative  to  the  question  of 
perpetual  jurisdiction,  he  says: 

Connecticut,  and  we  think  nearly  all  the  older  jurisdictions,  recog- 
nize perpetual  jurisdiction  over  rejected  material.  This  regulation, 
we  think,  is  supported  b}-  ancient  regulations,  so  old  that  like  many 
others,  the  date  of  their  introduction  cannot  be  given.  Those  who 
do  not  recognize  this  law  are  the  ones  we  think  who  are  modernizing 
our  ancient  institutions. 

He  quotes  in  full  the  brief  speech  of  Grand  Orator-elect  Ste- 
venson, Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  on  being  installed  into 
office. 

Concerning  our  objection  to  the  practice  of  requiring  the  ap- 
proval of  the  grand  master  in  cases  o£  waiver  of  jurisdiction,  because 
such  precedents  tend  to  the  final  denial  of  the  absolute  nature  of  the 
jurisdistion  possessed  by  the  lodge  over  its  material,  he  says: 

In  all  such  cases,  w^e  in  Connecticut,  require,  first,  the  favorable 
action  of  the  lodge  holding  jurisdictions,  and  second,  the  approval  of 
the  grand  master,  as  an  act  of  courtes}-,  recognizing  the  proper  chan- 
nel of  Masonic  intercourse  between  sister  jurisdictions  through  its 
grand  master. 

When  a  grand  jurisdiction  speaks  it  speaks  through  its  executive 
as  the  proper  channel;  when  a  lodge  speaks  on  a  matter  wherein  its 
right  to  speak  is  complete,  the  proper  channel  is  through  its  execu- 
tive. "When  one  grand  lodge  recognizes  another  it  thereby  gives 
notice  to  the  Masons  of  its  obedience  that  full  faith  and  credit  may 
be  given  to  the  Masonic  acts  of  the  constituents  of  the  body  so  recog- 
nized. With  this  voucher  for  t  he  regularitj^  of  each  there  is  no  reason 
■why  lodges  in  each  may  not  correspond  with  each  other  upon  matters 
wholly  within  their  control  without  hindrance  or  censorship.  As  a 
matter  of  regularity  or  appropriateness  of  procedure,  there  is  no 
more  reason  that  the  grand  master  should  approve  or  transmit  a 
waiver  of  jurisdiction  than  that  he  should  approve  or  transmit  a  dimit. 

In  his  conclusion  Bro.  Barlow  refers  to  the  Gran  Dieta  Simbol- 
ica  of  Mexico  and  its  recognition  by  Texas  and  Nev.^  York,  and  of  the 
charges  brought  against  it  by  Toltec  Lodge.  He  confesses  himself  in 
the  dark  as  to  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the  charges,  but  suggests  that 
the  Mexicans  be  careful  in  tracing  their  genealogy  before  claiming 
recognition  from  American  grand  lodges.  We  suspect  that  Bro. 
Barlow  overlooked  the  letter  of  Bro.  Parvin  which  we  republished 
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in  our  review  of  New  York,  or  he  would  have  been  in  a  measure  en- 
lightened as  to  the  present  aspect  of  Mexican  Masonry.  We  hope 
and  believe  that  with  Connecticut  a  clean  genealogy  is  a  matter  of 
real  concern,  and  that  she  will  not  be  found  among  those  jurisdictions 
who  seem  prone  to  regard  the  bar  sinister  as  at  once  entitling  the 
wearer  to  a  place  among  the  nobility  and  gentry. 


DELAWARE,  1895. 

89th  Annual.  Wilmington.  October  2. 

A  portrait  of  the  retiring  grand  master  (ViRGiNlUS  V.  Harrison) 
adorns  the  fly-leaf  of  this  pamphlet. 

George  M.  Jones,  the  representative  of  Illinois,  assisted  at  the 
dedication  of  a  Masonic  hall  at  Milton,  in  February,  but  he  was  not 
among  the  thirty  diplomats  present  at  the  annual  communication. 

Grand  Master  Harrison  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter Thomas  Davidson  who  served  in  the  grand  east  in  1884  and  1885; 
of  Thomas  J.  Budd,  past  grand  treasurer,  Vho  wore  the  crossed  keys 
in  1866  and  1867,  and  of  Past  Masters  Robert  S.  Martin,  Samuel 
Taylor,  Herman  O.  Amundsen,  Samuel  'R.  Maull,  and  James  H. 
Cameron. 

In  announcing  the  appointment  of  grand  representatives — among 
them  William  S.  Cantrell  near  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois— the 
grand  master  took  occasion  to  disclaim  any  sympathy  with  the  sys- 
tem, but  said  he  did  not  wish  do  deprive  his  successor  of  any  pleasure 
that  might  be  derived  from  catering  to  the  vanity  of  some  brother  by 
appointing  him  to  one  of  these  positions  of  empty  honor. 

He  reports  four  decisions,  the  first  embodied  in  a  case  wherein  it 
required  an  edict  staying  initiation  to  convince  the  master  of  a  lodge 
that  any  member  has  the  right  of  summary  objection  to  the  "making" 
of  an  elected  candidate,  and  that  only  after  withdrawal  of  the  objec- 
jection  and  the  raising  of  the  edict  could  the  work  proceed;  the  sec- 
ond that  age  does  not  stale  nor  removal  from  another  jurisdiction 
wither  the  force  of  a  rejection,  but  that  a  man  must  get  a  release 
from  the  Maryland  lodge  which  rejected  him  thirty  years  previously 
before  he  can  petition  a  Delaware  lodge  for  the  degrees;  and  that  to 
have  sat  in  a  lodge  with  a  brother  is  to  possess  the  lawful  information 
which  enables  one  to  vouch  for  his  Masonic  status  without  examina- 
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tion.  This  fully  answered  the  question  asked,  and  the  grand  master 
refrained  from  volunteering'  the  further  information  that,  the  i^erson 
vouching',  the  person  vouched  for,  and  the  person  to  whom  the  avouch- 
ment  is  made  all  being  present,  the  first  and  third  knowing  each  other 
to  be  Masons  and  the  first  knowing  the  second  also  to  be  such,  the 
avouchment  of  the  first  places  the  third  in  possession  of  lawful  in- 
formation so  that  he,  too,  can  vouch  for  the  second  under  like  condi- 
tions. 

The  grand  master  reported  that  he  had  received  this  inquiry  from 
the  grand  master  of  Pennsylvania: 

Will  you  kindly  inform  me  if  any  Masonic  objection  exists  to 
Shekihah  Lodge.  No.  246,  of  this  city,  receiving  and  acting  upon  the 
petition  for  initiation  and  membership  from  Mr.  .  age  .31,  resi- 
dence, Wilmington,  Del.  His  object  of  petition  to  this  lodge  is,  he  has 
four  brothers  who  are  members,  and  he  lives  considerable  of  the  time 
in  Philadelphia. 

And  that  he  had  replied  as  follows: 

Yours  of  the  11th  inst.  at  hand.  In  reply  permit  me  to  say  that 
as  the  person  referred  to  is  a  resident  of  this  city  and  state,  the  ju- 
risdictional laws  of  Pennsylvania  ought  to  answer  the  question. 

There  is  objection  to  any  lodge  outside  of  this  citjr  receiving  his 
petition  while  he  continues  to  reside  here. 

The  committee  on  address,  which  passed  upon  the  doings  of  the 
grand  master,  did  not  notice  this  matter,  and  we  are  therefore  left 
in  the  dark  as  to  whether  it  is  held  in  Delaware  that  territorial  ju- 
risdiction may  not  under  any  circumstances  be  waived,  or  that  what 
in  view  of  his  statement  would  seem  to  be  the  alternative  doctrine, 
prevails  there — that  territorial  jurisdiction  is  vested  in  the  grand 
master. 

Relative  to  the  Wisconsin  proposition  touching  Masonic  relief, 
the  grand  master  says: 

I  submit  this  for  your  consideration,  but  it  seems  to  me  if  we  place 
ourselves  in  a  position  that  would  bind  us  as  a  grand  lodge  to  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  return  of  alms  that  may  be  given  to  a  poor  and  dis- 
tressed brother  in  obedience  to  a  fundamental  principle,  then  one  of 
the  foundation  stones  on  which  our  structure  is  erected  crumbles  into 
dust. 

On  becoming  Masons,  one  of  the  first  lessons  we  are  taught  is 
"Charity."  ]Masonry  is  a  charitable  institution  and  not  a  beneficial 
one.  therefore,  when  it  becomes  necessar}^  to  relieve  a  distressed 
brother,  let  us  do  so  freely  without  thought  of  reimbursement.  The 
adoption  of  this  ''proposition"  in  my  opinion  would  reduce  our  frater- 
nity to  a  mere  beneficial  organization. 

The  grand  lodge  took  the  same  view  and  refused  to  ratify  the 
Wisconsin  proposition. 
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The  followincj  is  from  the  report  of  Grand  Secretary  Bartram: 

On  July  12, 1S95,  an  invitation  was  received  from  the  Grand  Orient 
of  Italy  for  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Delaware  to  send  delegates  to  attend 
a  grand  feast,  to  be  given  in  Rome  on  the  20th  of  September,  to  cele- 
brate the  deliverance  of  the  capital  of  Italy  from  the  temporal  power 
of  the  pope.  Under  orders  from  the  M.W.  grand  master,  I  acknowl- 
edged the  receipt  of  the  invitation  and  extended  the  fraternal  con- 
gratulations of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Delaware. 

Inasmuch  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Delaware  has  not  recognized  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Italy  as  a  lawful  body  in  Masonry,  it  would  seem  that 
the  grand  master  had  been  led  by  his  natural  and  commendable  satis- 
faction at  the  gains  of  free  thought  and  speech  in  Italy  to  misjudge 
the  proper  scope  of  his  responsibilities  in  extending  the  Masonic  con- 
gratulations of  his  grand  lodge. 

The  liquor  question  got  before  the  grand  lodge  in  a  resolution 
that  went  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  provoking  two  reports. 
After  much  discussion  the  first  two  paragraphs  of  the  majority  and 
the  substance  of  the  minority  report  were  fitted  ^together  and  passed 
in  the  following  form: 

Resolved,  1.  That  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  all  lodges  in  this 
jurisdiction  to  restrain,  as  far  as  possible,  the  evil  of  intemperance 
among  the  brethren,  even  to  the  extent  of  trial  and  punishment  when 
necessary. 

2.  All  lodges  are  required  to  exclude  from  the  lodge  room  and 
ante-rooms  all  intoxicating  liquors,  and  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  this  duty  will  be  held  strictly  accountable  to  the  grand  lodge. 

3.  All  subordinate  lodges  are  prohibited  from  receiving  and  act- 
ing upon  a  petition  for  initiation  or  membership  from  any  person 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage,  and  all 
Masons  are  fraternally  advised  and  requested  to  refrain  from  engag- 
ing in  the  liquor  traffic. 

The  grand  lodge  approved  the  grand  master's  decisions,  and  in 
conformity  with  his  suggestions  declared  it  to  be  unlawful  for  its 
lodges  to  become  incorporated,  or  to  charge  an  affiliation  fee;  pro- 
vided for  a  committee  to  consider  the  subject  of  a  home  for  aged  and 
indigent  brethren,  and  revoked  the  charter  of  a  lodge  which  had  be- 
come so  rent  by  factions  that  the  Masonic  spirit  was  considered  hope- 
lessly banished. 

A  portrait  of  Grand  Master  HARRISON  was  added  to  the  grand 
lodge  gallery:  he  was  presented  with  a  past  grand  master's  jewel,  and 
the  policy  was  inaugurated  of  publishing  a  likeness  of  the  retiring 
grand  master  in  the  proceedings. 

Joseph  L.  Cahall,  of  Georgetown,  was  elected  grand  master; 
Benjamin  F.  Bartram,  Wilmington,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

—4 
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In  the  report  on  correspondence  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master 
Lewis  H.  Jackson  has  compressed  a  review  of  sixty-one  g^rand  lodg-es 
into  seventy-one  pages.  His  work  shows  that  he  has  carefully  ex- 
amined the  proceedings  which  come  under  his  hand.  In  his  notice  of 
Illinois  for  1894  he  accords  very  generous  space  to  extracts  from  the 
address  of  Grand  Orator  Black.  Quoting  our  remark  that  the  most 
startling  event  of  the  year  was  the  recognition  of  the  Mexican  her- 
maphrodite by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  in  the  face  of  proof 
that  should  have  insured  its  repudiation  by  the  most  careless  and 
least  informed  grand  lodges,  he  saj's: 

He  is  certainly  justified  in  this  statement.  It  was  a  matter  of 
verj'  regretful  surprise  to  us,  and  must  be  to  an}-  one  having  the  least 
idea  or  comprehension  of  the  composition  and  peculiarities  of  the  so- 
called  Mexican  Masonry.  Some  legitimate  lodges  may  have  been 
drawn  into  the  coalition,  but  the  "Gran  Dieta"  is  far  from,  being  a 
body  of  legitimate  Masonry  and  worthy  of  recognition. 

It  makes  our  bones  ache  to  think  of  the  labor  it  must  have  cost 
Bro.  Jackson  to  condense  so  interesting  a  review  into  such  limits,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  wear  of  rejecting  so  much  that  he  must  have 
wished  to  use. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA,  1895. 
85th  Annual.  Washington.  November  13. 

Twenty-nine  grand  bodies  were  represented  at  the  semi-annual 
communication,  Illinois  by  Past  Grand  Master  L.  Cabell  William- 
son; forty-three  were  represented  at  the  annual,  Illinois  not  among 
them.  At  the  semi-annual  communication,  May  8,  the  grand  lodge 
had  a  field  day  over  matters  referred  at  the  preceding  annual  meet- 
ing and  now  reported  upon  by  the  committee  on  jurisprudence.  First 
in  order  was  the  report  on  the  Kentucky  missive  announcing  the 
abandonment  of  the  grand  representative  system,  in  which  was  quoted 
the  language  of  Grand  Master  St aton  expressing  his  '"contempt  for 
the  whole  system  of  grand  representatives.''  Reproducing  the  com- 
munication the  committee  saj^: 

The  grand  master  of  Kentucky  has  used  pretty  strong  language 
in  expressing  his  opinion  of  the  grand  representative  S3'Stem.  but  3'our 
committee  see  no  just  ground  for  any  expression  of  "contempt"'  for  a 
system  which  has  received  the  sanction  of  nearly  all  the  grand  lodges 
of  the  world  for  the  past  thirty  or  forty  years,  whilst  under  it  ver}- 
many  of  the  most  distinguished  Masons  of  our  time  now  hold  or  have 
held  commissions  as  grand  representatives  of  other  grand  lodges  than 
their  own. 


MASONIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  43 


If  it  be  determined  by  the  grand  lodges  generally,  or  by  a  majority 
of  them,  that  the  grand  representative  system  has  not  proved  useful 
in  any  way,  but  on  the  contrary,  has  tended  to  interfere  with  rather 
than  promote  harmony  and  fraternal  feeling  among  the  grand  bodies; 
if  it  has  failed  to  do  away,  in  some  measure,  with  that  isolation  from 
each  other  which  their  individual  sovereignty  tends  to  foster,  then  it 
has  not  realized  the  hopes  and  intentions  of  those  who  were  instru- 
mental in  instituting  it,  nor  of  the  many  eminent  brethren  who  have 
g'iven  it  their  sanction. 

If  such  should  be  the  verdict,  this  grand  lodg'e,  with  the  others, 
can  quietly  resolve  to  take  no  further  part  in  it.  But  there  seems 
to  be  no  good  reason  to  revile  the  system  or  express  "contempt"  for  it. 

As  there  is  no  question  of  Masonic  law  to  be  considered  in  this 
case,  but  a  mere  matter  of  expediency,  and  as  each  member  of  your 
jurisprudence  committee  has  the  honor  of  holding  a  commission  or 
commissions  as  grand  representative  of  other  grand  lodges,  and  feels 
honored  in  having  been  selected  as  such,  and  in  having  been  received 
by  this  grand  lodg'e  in  that  capacity,  it  follows  that  they  are  to  be 
looked  upon  as  interested  parties  in  this  matter.  The}^  therefore  pre- 
fer to  offer  no  recommendation,  either  in  favor  of  or  against  the 
longer  continuance  of  the  representative  system  by  this  grand  lodge, 
but  would  recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  members  of  the  grand  lodge,  who  are  not  the  representatives  of 
any  other  grand  lodg'e.  to  consider  this  matter  and  report  at  our  next 
annual  meeting. 

This  recommendation  was  concurred  in,  but  the  committee  did 
not  report  at  the  annual  meeting. 

The  committee  review  the  "uniform  rules"'  proposed  by  Missis- 
sippi in  a  friendly  spirit.     They  commend  the  object  sought  but  say: 

Custom,  constitutional  provisions,  and  the  jealous  regard  which 
each  cherishes  for  its  own  sovereignty  would,  we  fear,  militate 
against  any  general  agreement.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way,  we  may  hope  that  a  consummation  so  much  to  be 
desired  may  eventually  be  broug'ht  about. 

Against  Rule  I  they  bring  the  objection  that  it  could  not  be  made 
operative  without  disregarding  the  law  and  usage  requiring  a  secret 
ballot,  and  of  Rule  II  say: 

Rule  II  will  not,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  be  acceptable 
to  our  lodges,  as  the  usage  which  obtains  in  this,  as  well  as  in  most 
grand  lodge  jurisdictions,  of  requesting  another  lodge  to  act  as  proxy 
in  conferring  the  degrees  to  which  a  candidate  has  been  elected, 
when  said  candidate  removes  temporarih-  or  permanently  from  the 
jurisdiction,  has,  we  believe,  always  worked  satisfactoril}-:  jind  until 
some  better  arrangement  than  that  suggested  in  the  rules  under  con- 
sideration shall  be  presented  for  the  action  of  the  grand  lodge,  it 
would  be  wiser  to  continue  our  present  system. 

With  the  greatest  respect  and  fraternal  regard  for  our  brethren 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi,  your  committee  feel  constrained 
to  recommend  that  the  uniform  rules  proposed  by  that  grand  lodge 
be  not  adopted. 

The  grand  lodge  concurred. 
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Touching  the  right  of  a  member  to  block  the  reception  of  a  peti- 
tion by  objection,  the  committee  take  ground  throughout  in  entire 
harmony  with  Illinois  law  and  with  the  opinions  which  we  have  often 
expressed  in  these  reports,  that  reading  a  petition  by  the  secretary 
is  not  "receiving"  it  by  the  lodge,  but  that  its  reception  is  always  by 
the  voice  of  the  lodge  either  formally  expressed  by  a  show  of  hands, 
or  tacitly  when  no  objection  follows  the  customary  announcement  of 
the  master  that  if  no  objection  is  heard  the  petition  will  be  received 
and  referred,  thus  rendering  a  show  of  hands  unnecessary;  that  while 
a  member  might  give  any  facts  in  his  possession  showing  that  the 
applicant  was  not  eligible  to  petition,  there  could  be  no  summary 
objection  against  receiving  the  petition  of  an  eligible  applicant,  the 
proper  time  to  object  being  at  the  ballot-box.  It  seems  to  us  that  a 
little  reflection  should  convince  any  one  that  the  "right  of  objection" 
cannot  come  into  existence  until  the  immemorial  method  of  objection 
by  the  ballot  has  been  exhausted,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  District  of  Columbia  maintains  clearly  the  dis- 
tinction. 

The  subject  handled  by  the  committee  found  to  be  m6st  charged 
with  dynamite  was  the  same  that  caused  the  schism  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  York,  leading  to  rival  bodies  in  that  state  for  nine 
years — from  1849  to  1858.     The  committee  say: 

The  sole  question  at  issue  was  as  to  the  inherent  right  of  past 
masters  of  subordinate  lodges,  individually,  to  all  the  rights  of  mem- 
bership in  the  grand  lodge,  including  that  of  voting,  as  is  proposed  by 
the  amendment  under  consideration. 

Since  the  year  1849,  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  all  past  mas- 
ters are  honorary  members  for  life,  having  the  right  to  participate  in 
all  its  deliberations,  but  not.  as  such,  entitled  to  vote,  except  in  the 
case  of  "the  past  master  of  each  lodge  who  shall  have  last  passed  the 
chair  thereof,"  who,  under  their  law,  is  an  active  member,  with 
the  right  to  vote. 

Your  committee  know  of  no  grand  lodge  jurisdiction  where  all 
past  masters  of  lodges  have  each  an  individual  vote  in  their  grand 
lodge,  though  there  may  be  some  few  grand  lodges  whose  laws  allow  it. 

Notwithstanding  the  strongly  adverse  report  of  the  committee, 
the  proposed  amendments  showed  a  surprising  degree  of  strength 
during  the  protracted  battle  w^hich  followed  and  which  ended  in  the 
subject  being  sent  to  a  special  committee  to  report  at  the  annual 
communication.  This  committee,  reporting  at  the  annual  communi- 
cation, strongly  endorsed  the  conclusions  reached  by  the  committee 
on  jurisprudence,  and  after  defeating  an  eft'ort  to  protract  the  con- 
test b}'  further  postponment.  the  grand  lodge  adopted  the  report.  It 
is  gratif3ang  to  note — in  the  interest  of  the  representative  character 
of  the  grand  lodge — that  the  intercurrent  test  votes  were  so  decisive 
that  there  was  no  division  on  the  final  vote. 
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The  grand  lodge  concurred  in  the  following  report  from  a  special 
committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  a  portion  of  the  annual  address 
of  Grand  Master  Merrill  (1894:),  recommending  legislation  on  the 
subject  matter  of  the  report: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the  address 
of  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  Merrill  relating  to  and  recom- 
mending legislation  prohibiting  lodges  from  holding  their  meetings 
in  any  building  where  intoxicating  liquors  are  sold,  begs  leave  to  sub- 
mit that  in  its  opinion  the  grand  lodge  is  now  clothed  with  ample 
power  to  prohibit  its  constituent  lodges  from  meeting  in  buildings 
where  liquors  are  sold. 

One  charter  was  granted.  A  lodge  was  authorized  to  permit  a 
chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  to  occupy  a  room  in  its 
building,  but  the  petition  of  another  that  a  lodge  of  the  Shield  of 
Honor  might  occupy  its  lodge  room  was  denied. 

At  the  annual  communication  the  grand  master  (David  G.  Dixon) 
announced  the  death  of  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden  Samuel  Yorke 
At  Lee,  and  past  masters,  Benjamin  D.  Carpenter,  Rev.  Green 
Clay  Smith,  and  Granville  Mason. 

No  decision  had  been  given  on  disputed  points. 

George  W.  Baird  (1310  Vermont  avenue,  N.  W.)  was  elected 
grand  master;  William  R.  Singleton  (909  F.  street,  N;  W.  Masonic 
Temple),  re-elected  grand  secretary,  both  of  Washington.  The  ad- 
dress of  the  assistant  grand  secretary  (William  A.  Gateley)  is  1833 
Fifth  street,  Le  Droit  Park. 

At  the  installation  communication.  December  2^,  Illinois  was  not 
represented. 

On  being  installed  Grand  Master  Baird  made  a  brief  address. 
Among  other  things  he  refers  to  a  custom  which  is  gradually  obtain- 
ing in  various  localities: 

There  is  an  excellent  custom  in  a  certain  lodge  in  New  York,  so 
admirable  in  its  character,  and  so  just  and  beneficial  in  its  results, 
that  I  would  advise  its  adoption  in  our  lodges;  it  may  be  done  even 
without  a  change  in  by-laws.  It  is  to  announce  the  intention  of  pro- 
posing at  the  next  stated  communication  the  name  of  a  person  for 
the  degrees.  Should  any  brother  in  the  lodge  prefer  not  to  have  this 
person  in  his  lodge  and  yet  have  too  much  consideration  for  him  to 
black-ball  him,  he  may  advise,  in  perfect  confidence,  that  the  petition 
be  given  to  some  other  lodge.  There  are  sometimes  personal  reasons 
which  govern  just  such  cases.  We  may  protect  ourselves  without  of- 
fending the  applicant;  without  marking  a  good  citizen  as  a  rejected 
man;  without  making  an  enemy  for  the  craft. 

He  makes  another  recommendation  with  less  to  recommend  it,  to 
meet  the  fact  that  lodges  will  sometimes  dimit  a  scandalous  mem- 
ber rather  than  bring  him  to  trial,  and  to  avoid  affiliating  such  he 
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would  have  the  secretary  inquire  of  a  lodge  issuing  the  dimit  of  a 
petitioner  for  affiliation  as  to  his  character  and  temper. 

The  retiring  grand  master  was  presented  with  a  past  grand  mas- 
ter's jewel. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (141  pp.)  is  again  from  the  hand  and 
brain  of  Grand  Secretary  William  R.  Singleton,  the  Nestor  of  the 
District  craft,  and  this  alone  bespeaks  its  exceptional  interest. 

In  reviewing  Illinois  for  1895,  he  saj's: 

The  address  of  the  grand  master,  occupying  seventeen  pages,  is  a 
thorough  report  of  the  transactions  of  his  office  and  gives  a  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  craft  in  that  large  and  still  growing  jurisdic- 
tion in  which  we  have  ahvaj^s  felt  a  deep  and  abiding  interest — first, 
because,  in  1837,  we  entered"  the  service  of  that  state  as  an  assistant 
engineer  in  that  great  system  of  internal  improvements  inaugurated, 
planned,  and  carried  into  practical  operation  by  ex-Governor  William 
Kinney:  and  secondly,  in  1841.  as  an  officer  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mis- 
souri, we  sat  with  the  representatives  of  the  first  formed  lodges  of 
Illinois  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  grand  lodge.  It  was  our 
good  fortune  to  be  stationed  at  Vandalia  in  the  winter  of  1838-39*  in 
the  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  Central  railroad,  and  to  become 
intimately  associated  with  the  leading  men  of  the  state  when  the  leg- 
islature held  its  last  session  in  that  cit^-  prior  to  the  removal  to 
Springfield,  where  the  state-house  was  being  erected  on  plans  fur- 
nished b}-  the  writer.  Governor  Carlin  was  inaugurated  at  that  time, 
and  there  we  met  William  L.  D.  Evving,  speaker  of  the  house:  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor Davidson,  president  of  the  senate:  Senator  Brown- 
ing, who  became  secretary  of  the  interior  in  1865,  and  it  was  our 
pleasure  to  m.eet  him  again  in  Washington  at  that  time:  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  who  was  defeated  b3^  Stewart  for  congress:  James  Shields, 
who  was  then  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  Internal 
Improvements,  afterwards  a  general  in  the  Mexican  war:  and  ex- 
Governor  Kinney  was  president  of  the  board:  MacDougal  was  then  a 
young  lawyer  without  a  brief:  after  his  removal  to  California  became 
senator:  George  Olney.  who  was  attorney  general  of  the  state:  Ferris 
Foreman,  United  States  district  attorney:  J.J.  Hardin  and  E.D.  Baker 
were  members  of  the  house:  Col.  Hardin  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Buena  A'ista,  Mexico:  and  Col.  Baker  was  killed  at  Ball's  Blutt',  near 
Washington:  Gen.  McClernard  was  also  a  member  of  the  house.  Many 
more  of  those  prominent  statesmen  of  that  day  we  could  call  to  mind: 
but  we  have  written  enough  to  show  why  we  have  such  an  interest  in 
the  grand  state,  over  whose  beautiful  prairies  and  through  whose 
magnificent  forests  we  trudged  on  foot,  while  laying  out  the  route  for 
thegreat  Central  railway,  for  the  future  development  of  the  wonder- 
ful resources  of  nature. 

Of  some  claims  made  by  Grand  Master  Henderson,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, respecting  the  work  in  that  jurisdiction,  Bro.  Singleton  says: 

It  is  surprising  to  us  that  any  person  well  qualified  to  preside  over 
so  distinguished  a  body  as  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  would 
show  so  much  ignorance  of  ritualism  as  to  say  that  any  Masonic  rit- 

*The  writer  was  then  but  twenty  years  of  age. 
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ual  "was  practiced  when  Masonry  was  young,  and  has  come  down  to 
us  from  the  mists  of  antiquity." 

This  must  make  our  Masonic  savons  laugh— such  as  Hughan, 
Gould,  and  others.  If  Grand  Master  Henderson  had  kept  up  with  the 
investigations  of  those  two  brethren  he  would  certainly  know  that 
every  word  of  Masonic  ritualism  has  been  invented  since  1720,  and  that 
the  very  work  of  Pennsylvania  can  only  be  traced  back  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  bogus  grand  lodge  of  lliO]  when  Laurence  Dermott  was 
the  grand  secretary  of  that  faction.  And  does  not  he  know,  or  should 
know,  that  in  1813,  when  that  same  grand  lodge  formed  the  union  with 
the  older  body,  they  surrendered  their  peculiar  ritual,  as  did  also  the 
other  grand  lodge  surrender  their  ritual,  and  the  two  were  combined 
into  the  present  ritual  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England? 

We  have  in  our  possession  copies  of  the  very  earliest  rituals  of 
the  first  three  degrees  as  they  were  practiced  after  the  organization 
of  the  first  grandlodge.  The  first  one  contains  a  mixture  of  the  three 
degrees,  which  was  evidently  the  only  ritual  of  tlie  work  as  practiced 
where  the  fellow  craft  and  master's  part  were  given  in  the  grand 
lodge  only  to  those  who  were  wardens  and  elected  masters.  The  sec- 
ond work  is  divided  into  the  Enter'ed  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  and 
Master.  The  third  is  a  copy  of  the  Dodd  Manual.  From  1734  to  the 
days  of  Preston  there  was  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  rituals,  pass- 
ing through  the  hands  of  Entick,  Hutchinson  and  Dunkerly,  and 
Preston.  In  1813,  when  the  union  was  accomplished,  Hemmingway, 
the  grand  senior  warden,  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  combining  the 
two  rituals  into  one,  and  the  combination  is  the  present  ritual  of  the 
United  Grand  Lodge  of  England. 

He  copies  from  the  Texas  report  on  correspondence  the  reply  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee.  Past  Grand  Master  Matthews,  to 
the  strictures  of  various  reviewers  on  the  action  of  Texas  in  recogniz- 
ing the  Mexican  grand  diet,  with  only  this  to  say  at  the  close; 

We  cannot  say  that  this  defence  by  Bro.  Matthews  will  be  al- 
together satisfactory  to  our  brethren  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
we  submit  the  entire  matter  for  their  careful  consideration  without 
remarks,  as  it  is  possible  the  whole  subject  matter  may  comebefore 
our  grand  lodge,  officially,  at  the  semi-annual  communic'ation  in  May 
next. 

Under  Missouri  he  vigorously  combats  the  new-fangled  notion 
that  a  Master  Mason  must  hold  his  membership  in  the  state  wherein 
he  resides,  and  indulges  in  some  interesting  reminiscences  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  when  he  was  an  officer  in  that  body  more 
than  fifty  years  ago,  which  we  should  be  glad  to  publish  here  did 
space  permit. 
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.  FLORIDA,  1896. 

6Tth  Annual.  Jacksonville.  January  21. 

Forty-three  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented  in  the  diplomatic 
corps,  Illinois  by  James  C.  Craver. 

The  g'rand  lodge  met  under  the  shadow  of  a  great  bereavement. 
The  grand  master  (James  W.  Boyd)  says: 

The  sixty-seventh  annual  communication  is  ushered  in  with  gloom 
and  sadness.  The  grim  archer  Death  aimed  his  shaft  at  a  shining 
mark  and  claimed  for  his  victim  the  gifted,  the  brilliant,  the  eloquent 
man  and  Mason.  Upon  the  ver}-  threshold  of  our  meeting  the  funeral 
bell  rings  the  sad  requiem,  and  we  are  summoned  on  this  afternoon  to 
consign  to  Mother  Earth  all  that  is  mortal  of  M.W.  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter Albert  J.  Russell,  and,  as  a  grand  lodge,  pay  in  the  most  fitting 
manner,  that  tribute  due  to  the  memory-  of  one  so  conspicuously  emi- 
nent in  the  history  and  councils  of  this  grand  lodge. 

In  the  midst  of  his  labors  as  grand  secretar}-,  preparing  the  work 
for  this  session,  he  was  stricken,  and  after  a  brief  period  in  which  no 
serious  apprehension  was  felt,  he  sank  rapidly  for  several  days,  when 
the  disease  seemed  stayed.  Thereafter  hope  and  fear  held  equal  poise 
until  the  morning  of  the  17th  inst.,  when  the  summons  came  suddenly, 
and  his  spirit  passed  into  realms  to  mortals  unknown,  where  he  can 
confidently  trust  that  the  '"trestle-board"'  of  his  life's  work  will  secure 
him  an  abundant  entrance  into  the  eternal  grand  lodge  above. 

No  public  man  of  this  state  was  more  widely  or  favorably  known 
than  Albert  J.  Russell;  few  are  the}"  who  have  not  been  enraptured 
with  his  eloquence.  As  an  orator  he  was  ever  in  demand,  until  in 
every  city  and  hamlet  his  name  had  become  a  household  word. 

Bro.  Russell  died  at  the  early  age  of  sixt3'five.  At  the  close  of 
the  War  of  tlje  Rebellion  he  returned  to  Jacksonville  and  pursued  his 
business  as  an  architect  and  builder  until  1878,  when  he  was  elected 
county  superintendent  of  schools.  He  had  found  his  true  calling,  that 
of  an  educator,  and  after  three  j-ears'  service  in  that  position  he 
served  nine  years  as  state  superintendent  of  public  instruction.  Of 
his  work  in  this  latter  position  the  special  memorial  committee  say 
that  it  will  be  a  lasting  monument  to  his  memorj^  and  the  results  of 
his  labor  will  continue  a  blessing  to  humanity.  He  was  grand  master 
in  1873,  1874,  and  1875. 

The  grand  master  reported  the  receipt  of  an  invitation  from  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Itah-  to  participate  in  the  celebration  of  the  twent}-- 
fifth  anniversary  of  the  deliverance  of  Rome  from  the  temporal  power 
of  the  pope,  and  prudently  says: 

Whatever  our  individual  sentiments  might  be,  I  could  not  see  the 
propriety  of  American  Masonry  participating  in  political  celebra- 
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tions  of  forei<in  countries:  and  being'  unable  to  ascertain  the  status  of 
said  grand  orient  in  relation  to  the  American  g'rand  lodges.  I  did  not 
respond. 

Presenting  the  Wisconsin  proposition  touching  Masonic  relief  he 
says: 

I  do  not  fully  concur  in  the  proposition.  I  do  not  agree  to  the 
principal  that  one  lodge  may  have  the  power  to  create  a  debt  and 
compel  another  to  pay  it,  without  previous  assent  thereto,  and  in  this 
age  of  telegfraphs  and  quick  communication,  I  cannot  see  the  potency 
of  the  excuse  for  it,  even  though  it  be  strictly  confined  to  actual 
necessities.  A  body  of  Masons  which  will  not  contribute  to  the  neces- 
sities of  a  worthy  sojourner  in  distress  until  they  can  communicate 
with  his  lodge,  it  seems  to  me  is  not  worthy  to  hold  a  Masonic  charter. 

The  following  rulings  grew  out  of  a  case  wherein  a  non-afflliated 
Mason  was  tried  for  un-Masonic  conduct  and  found  g'uilt}^  by  a  lodge 
within  whose  jurisdiction  he  resided.  On  appeal  the  case  was  re- 
versed for  incompleteness  of  the  record  and  sent  back  for  a  new  trial. 
Immediately  after  the  reversal  the  brother  affiliated  with  another 
lodge  which  thereby  temporarily  lost  its  charter,  the  grand  master 
judging  its  action  to  be  in  contempt  of  the  grand  lodge.  The  grand 
lodge  restored  the  charter  upon  a  disclaimer  by  the  lodge  and  in  view 
of  the  probable  truth  of  a  claim  that  the  members  supposed  that  the 
reversal  terminated  the  case.  We  copy  the  decisions  as  they  appear 
after  passing  through  the  condenser  of  the  jurisprudence  committee, 
numbering  them  for  convenience: 

1.  No  lodge  can  lawfully  affiliate  a  dimitted  Mason  while  under 
charges  in  another  lodge,  and  any  attempt  to  do  so  is  void. 

2.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  lodge  of  the  case  of  an  accused  person 
lawfull}'  obtained,  is  not  lost  by  such  void  action  of  another  lodge, 
while  the  proceedings  are  pending,  and  the  case  should  be  proceeded 
with  as  if  such  void  action  had  not  been  taken. 

3.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  lodge  before  admitting  to  membership  a 
dimitted  Mason  residing  outside  of  its  territorial  limits,  to  make  due 
inquiry  as  to  his  Masonic  standing,  of  the  Lodge  nearest  his  residence, 
or  of  the  lodge  granting  his  dimit. 

We  question  the  soundness  of  Nos.  1  and  3,  and  of  No.  2  so  far  as 
it  implies  any  necessity  of  holding  the  affiliation  void  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  lodge  in  which  the  case  was  pending  from  being  ousted  of  its 
jurisdiction.  That  lodge  could  no  more  be  ousted  of  its  jurisdiction 
by  the  subsequent  affiliation  of  the  accused  elsewhere  than  it  could 
be  ousted  of  lawfully  obtained  jurisdiction  over  an  affiliated  sojourner 
within  its  territory. 

i^o.  1,  it  seems  to  us,  can  only  be  defended  upon  the  inadmissible 
theory  that  bringing  charges  against  a  brother  impairs  his  Masonic 
rights:  that  instead  of  being  held  innocent  until  he  is  proven  guilty, 
he  must  be  held  guilty  until  he  shall  prove  himself  innocent.     We 
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hold  that  his  standing  is  not  impaired  by  pending  charges,  and  further 
that  it  is  the  right  of  the  lodge  alone  to  say  whom  it  will  affiliate  pro- 
vided he  is  in  good  standing.  This  right,  like  other  rights,  it  exercises 
at  its  peril,  and  if,  as  in  the  case  with  the  Florida  lodge  it  exercises 
in  such  a  manner  or  under  such  circumstances  as  to  subject  it  to  the 
suspicion  of  being  in  contempt  of  the  orders  of  the  grand  lodge,  let 
the  grand  master  or  the  grand  lodge  subject  it  to  needed  discipline 
until  it  shall  have  purged  itself.  This  makes  trouble  for  all  concerned 
but  better  any  amount  of  trouble  than  the  denial  of  aright  principle. 
No.  3  is  open  to  the  criticism  that  while  it  is  the  duty  of  a  lodge  to 
see  that  it  affiliates  no  brother  who  is  not  in  good  standing  as  a  Ma- 
son, whether  he  resides  within  or  without  its  territorial  limits,  it  is 
not  necessarily  a  Masonic  duty  to  communicate  with  the  lodge  of  his 
former  affiliation  or  residence,  because  sufficient  evidence  ma}-  be  al- 
read}^  at  hand.  Of  course  it  is  the  duty  of  Florida  Masons  to  so  in- 
quire because  the  grand  lodge  requires  it  of  the  Masons  of  its  obedience, 
but  that  the  ruling  does  not  rest  upon  necessity  or  upon  any  generally 
recognized  law  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  such  inquiry  is  the  excep- 
tion, not  the  usage. 

The  grand  orator  (Reginald  H.  Weller)  who  had  himself  re- 
cently passed  through  the  furnace  of  affliction  and  who  had  received 
the  expressed  sj^mpathy  of  the  grand  lodge  in  his  bereavement  of  a 
son,  himself  an  accomplished  Mason,  at  the  outset  of  his  address  paid 
an  eloquent  tribute  to  Past  Grand  Master  Russell,  the  personal 
friend  of  a  quarter  of  a  century.  Brieti\'  but  strongly  he  elaborated 
two  thoughts  as  the  subject  of  his  discourse — the  power  of  association 
and  the  power  of  symbolic  teaching,  powerfull}'  illustrating  the  lat- 
ter by  the  polished  ashlar  and  the  life  it  s3'mbolizes. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  seven  charters  and  continued  two  lodges 
under  dispensation:  placed  the  charity  box  on  the  altar  and  realized  a 
handsome  collection  for  a  brother  present  in  reduced  circumstances 
and  poor  health:  presented  Past  Grand  Master  Bynum  with  an  appro- 
priate jewel,  and  added  a  portrait  of  Past  Grand  Master  Hallmark 
to  its  own  treasures;  had  under  consideration  without  final  settlement 
the  question  of  who  should  draw  the  representative's  pay  when  the 
master  drew  pay  as  a  grand  officer,  and  directed  the  committee  hav- 
ing in  charge  the  compilation  of  the  laws  and  jurisjorudence  of  Florida 
to  expedite  its  completion  and  publication. 

.James  W.  Boyd,  of  Bartow,  was  re-elected  grand  master:  Wilder 
P.  Webster,  Jacksonville,  elected  grand  secretary': 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence.     The  grand  secretary  ifays: 

It  is  wath  much  regret  that  we  have  to  again  apologize  to  our 
sister  jurisdictions  for  not  having  a  report  from  the  committee  on 
foreign  correspondence  this  3'ear.     The  chairman  of  that  committee. 
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Bro.  Russell,  was  called  to  the  • 'Great  Bej'Oiid"  but  a  short  time  before 
the  grand  lodge  convened.  We  have  been  unable  to  find  anj'  report 
as  prejjared  b3^him,  and  it  was  then  too  late  for  any  other  member  of 
the  committee  to  prepare  one.  We  trust,  under  the  circumstances, 
our  dereliction  in  this  matter  will  be  overlooked,  and  hope  that  next 
year  we  will  be  able  to  present  a  full  report  from  that  committee. 

In  a  note  appended  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on  memorials, 
the  grand  secretary  reports  that  since  the  close  of  the  grand  lodge 
intelligence  had  been  received  of  the  death  of  Bro.  .James  Ellen- 
wood,  at  Brunswick,  Ga.,  November  1,  1895.  He  was  deputy  grand 
master  in  1862. 


GEORGIA,   1895. 

109th  Annual.  Macon.  October  29. 

Forty-five  jurisdictions  swelled  the  diplomatic  corps  with  their 
representatives,  Illinois  not  among  them. 

Naturally,  inevitably, the  grand  master  (John  P.  Shannon)  in  the 
exordium  of  his  long  and  able  address  turns  to  the  great  light  that 
had  so  recently  gone  out,  to  the  stiU-pervading  influence  of  his  prede- 
cessor, the  beloved  and  lamented  Davidson,  who  for  eleven  years  in 
the  grand  east  had  devoted  himself  and  his  great  gifts  to  Georgia 
Masonry.     Of  the  condition  of  the  craft  he  says: 

Numerically,  we  may  not  have  increased,  but  the  personnel  of  the 
membership  was  never  better.  The  dead  branches  have  been  lopped 
otf,  and  the  body  of  the  Masonic  tree  is  living,  growing,  and  bearing 
only  healthy  moral  fruit.  Good  men  and  true  have  been  added  to  our 
ranks,  and  today  the  eighteen  thousand  Masons  of  Georgia  stand  a 
band  of  law-observing,  God-fearing  men,  honored  even  by  those  who 
are  ignorant  of  the  mysteries  of  our  order,  but  who  approve  the  prac- 
tical workings  of  our  ancient  craft. 

The  record  of  the  grand  master's  public  work  and  of  the  business 
of  the  executive  office  is  that  of  a  busy  year  largely  devoted  to  the 
interests  of  the  fraternity. 

Among  the  dispensations  granted  by  him  we  note  several  author- 
izing lodges  to  remove  to  limited  distances,  to  find  temporary  quarters, 
and  to  meet  without  the  presence  of  the  charter  whjre  they  had 
been  burned  out,  things  that  lodges  may  do  without  the  exercise  of 
the  dispensing  authority  in  Illinois,  provided  that  in  case  of  removal 
it  be  not  beyond  the  limits  of  the  city,  town,  or  village  named  in  the 
charter. 
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He  had  rendered  perhaps  .two  hundred  decisions  during  the  year, 
of  which  he  reports  thirty-one,  and  these  rather  for  the  purpose  of 
emphasizing  well-known  principles  of  law  than  to  establish  any  prin- 
ciple or  construction  really  new.     We  reproduce  a  portion: 

2.  "A"  applies  to  the  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  for  the  degrees. 
He  has  not  lived  twelve  months  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge,  but 
comes  from  a  city  in  another  jurisdiction  in  which  there  are  a  num- 
ber of  lodges.  It  is  not  necessary  to  obtain  a  waiver  from  all  these 
lodges,  but  a  proper  waiver  from  any  one  of  the  lodges  is  sufficient. 

3.  A  past  master  acknowledged  a  Masonic  offence  committed 
while  he  w-as  worshipful  master,  has  a  subordinate  lodge  jurisdiction 
over  the  case?  Held,  that  the  lodge  has  jurisdiction  to  try  a  past 
master  for  a  Masonic  offence  committed  while  he  was  worshipful  mas- 
ter. When  the  brother  ceased  to  be  master  no  exemption  from  trial 
by  his  lodge  follows  him.  He  is  only  a  member  of  the  lodge  and  can 
be  tried  by  his  lodge  for  any  offence  committed. 

9.  "A''  is  a  member  of  a  Masonic  lodge.  "B"  is  an  applicant  for 
membership.  It  is  unmasonic  for  ''A"'  to  g"o  to  '"B"  and  threaten 
to  blackball  him  on  his  application  for  the  degrees,  unless  '"B"  will 
withdraw  a  case  pending  in  the  courts  against  "A,"  or  will  pa}'  "A"  a 
debt  which  he  claims  of  '"B."' 

10.  Suspension  from  membership  in  the  chapter  for  non-payment 
of  dues  does  not  exclude  a  brother  from  membership  in  the  subordi- 
nate lodge. 

13.  "A  candidate  is  balloted  for  and  one  blackball  is  cast  against 
him.  Does  not  the  brother  casting  the  blackball  have  to  give  his 
reasons  for  so  doing  in  open  lodge,  and  can  he  not  be  compelled  so  to 
do?"  This  question  was  propounded  to  me  and  I  repeat  it  in  quota- 
tions in  order  to  impress  upon  the  membership  the  all-important  fact 
that  a  brother  can  never  be  questioned  nor  compelled,  in  open  lodge 
or  elsewhere,  nor  can  he  ever  state  how  or  wh}'  he  voted  upon  an  ap- 
plication for  membership. 

19.  An  unmarried  candidate  whose  parents  live  within  the  juris- 
diction of  a  lodge,  has  no  fixed  place  of  abode,  and  has  not  lived  for 
twelve  months  since  his  arrival  at  age  at  any  point,  and  elects  as  his 
home  the  place  where  his  parents  reside,  if  otherwise  acceptable  ma- 
terial, can  be  made  a  Mason  by  the  lodge  within  whose  jurisdic- 
tion the  candidate  has  thus  determined  his  residence  to  be. 

20.  A  petition  for  membership  was  read  at  a  regular  meeting.  It 
was  properly  recommended  and  vouched  for.  At  the  next  meeting 
one  of  the  vouchers  asked  permission  to  withdraw  his  name  as  such, 
what  is  the  proper  course  to  pursue?  Held,  that  such  a  petition  is  an 
irregular  one,  and  should  be  withdrawn.  It  can  be  renewed  if  the 
candidate  so  desires,  and  it  comes  before  the  lodge  again  with  the 
proper  and  regular  voucher  and  recommender.  Without  both,  the 
petition  is  not  in  a  shape  to  be  entertained  by  the  lodge,  and  must 
be  withdrawn  or  regarded  as  no  petition  at  all. 

21.  The  worshipful  master  of  a  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  has  no 
authority  or  right  as  such  to  endorse  a  business  enterprise  of  any 
kind.    Masonry  is  not  intended  nor  can  it  be  used  to  promote  the  busi- 
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ness  interests  of  an}'  man,  company,  or  corporation,  and  any  such  en- 
dorsement, as  master  of  a  Masonic  lodge,  is  improper. 

22.  A  member  suspended  for  twelve  months  for  unmasonic  con- 
duct of  any  kind  is  not  bound  for  dues  during  the  time  of  his  suspen- 
sion. While  previous  edicts  on  this  question  have  had  reference  only 
to  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues,  the  principle  applies  to  sus- 
pension for  any  offence.  A  suspended  Mason  is  deprived  of  the 
privileges  of  Masonry,  and  should,  therefore,  not  be  chargeable 
with  dues,  it  matters  not  how  and  why  he  was  suspended,  during  the 
time  which  the  suspension  is  operative. 

28.  A  brother  Mason  is  in  good  standing,  he  becomes  demented,  is 
sent  to  a  lunatic  asylum,  is  afterwards  unable  to  attend  to  his  Ma- 
sonic obligations,  how  shall  he  be  reported  to  the  grand  lodge?  Held, 
he  should  be  reported  as  in  good  standing,  and  his  dues  remitted.  He 
is  neither  dead,  suspended,  nor  expelled,  but  is  in  such  mental  condi- 
tion as  that  no  dues  could  be  legalh^  collected  from  him,  therefore, 
he  should  be  borne  on  our  rolls  as  in  good  standing  and  without  any 
dues  chargeable  therefor. 

30.  When  upon  the  application  for  membership,  a  committee  is 
appointed  on  character  to  report  at  the  next  regular  meeting,  and 
this  committee  fail  to  report.  Held,  that  it  is  irregular  to  appoint 
another  committee  at  the  second  meeting  to  investigate  then  and 
there,  and  report  upon  the  character  of  the  candidate.  The  petition 
should  lie  on  the  table  until  the  original  or  another  committee  or 
the  entire  lodge,  acting  as  such,  can  investigate  and  report  on  the 
character  of  the  applicant. 

In  Illinois  it  is  held  that  where  jurisdiction  is  concurrent  waiver 
must  also  be  concurrent  on  the  express  ground  that  what  is  equally 
the  possession  of  all,  no  one  can  give  away.  Further  referring  to  No. 
2,  above  quoted,  the  conditions  stated  by  the  grand  master  warrant 
the  inference  that  A  was  a  resident  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge 
to  which  he  applied,  but  had  not  been  so  for  the  whole  period  pre- 
scribed by  the  Georgia  regulations.  Under  such  conditions  in  Illinois 
the  lodges  of  his  former  residence  would  be  powerless  to  help  him,  it 
being  held  here  as  axiomatic  that  the  instant  a  profane  makes  a  bona 
fide  removal,  at  that  instant  all  interest  in  him  possessed  by  the  lodge 
whose  territory  he  is  leaving  absolutely  ceases.  It  never  had  any  in- 
terest in  him  except  as  he  was  attached  to  its  soil:  it  can  acquire  none 
by  his  ceasing  to  be  so  attached. 

No.  3  is  in  accord  with  Illinois  law,  it  being  obvious  that  the  grand 
master  refers  to  unmasonic  conduct  as  distinguished  from  official 
misconduct.  No.  9  is  to  be  commended  for  all  reasons.  No.  10  is  true, 
but  it  would  be  no  less  true — and  more  edifying  to  the  young  inquirer 
—if  the  words  "for  non-payment  of  dues"  were  stricken  out.  The  ques- 
tion in  No.  13  would  never  have  got  itself  asked  if  the  questioner  had 
waited  long  enough  to  ask  himself  what  a  ballot  with  white  and  black 
balls  implies.  No.  19  takes  no  note  whatever  of  the  reason  for  existence 
of  the  regulation  requiring  a  residence  of  twelve  months  within  the 
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territory  of  the  lodge  before  petitioning-,  viz:  that  he  may  become 
well  enough  known  to  enable  a  judgment  to  be  formed  as  to  his  char- 
acter. Nos.  20,  21,  and  22  are  all  to  be  commended,  and  of  these  No. 
21  ought  to  be  printed  in  letters  of  gold.  No.  28  is  creditable  to  the 
grand  master's  head  and  heart.  Touching  No.  30,  it  has  been  held  in 
Illinois  that  if  the  required  period  of  time  since  the  reference  of  the 
petition  has  elapsed,  it  is  not  essential  whether  the  diligent  inquiry 
required  to  secure  the  information  upon  which  the  lodge  can  rander 
an  intelligent  decision  is  made  by  a  committee  whose  constitution  re- 
mains unvaried,  or  by  one  whose  constitution  has  been  wholly  or 
partly  changed. 

The  jurisprudence  committee  modified  No.  2  so  as  to  require  in 
cases  of  waiver  where  jurisdiction  is  concurrent,  the  waiver  of  the 
"oldest''  lodge  instead  of  "any  one'"  of  the  lodges.  The  committee 
reported  adversely  on  resolutions  declaring  that  none  but  regular  dele- 
gates to  and  members  of  the  grand  lodge  should  be  eligible  to 
appointment  on  any  standing  or  special  committee,  and  proposing 
legislation  to  require  non- affiliated  Masons  to  pay  to  the  lodge  in 
whose  jurisdiction  they  reside  the  same  dues  as  members,  and  under 
the  same  penalties  for  non-payment;  and  to  our  surprise  in  answer  to 
the  following  query,  say— "He  belongs  to  the  lodge  which  initiated 
him:'" 

Where  the  lodge  initiating  an  entered  apprentice  within  its  juris- 
diction afterwards  waive  jurisdiction,  and  such  entered  apprentice  is 
passed  and  raised  bj'  another  lodge,  of  which  lodge  is  he  a  member? 

Jurisdiction  having  been  relinquished  by  the  first  lodge  and  law- 
fully obtained  by  the  other,  we  are  quite  at  loss  to  see  how  it  can  get 
back  again  without  the  consenting  action  of  three  parties — the  two 
lodges  and  the  member. 

The  grand  master  wisely  recommended  such  a  change  in  their 
laws  as  to  require  but  one  ballot  for  the  three  degrees,  with  the  pro- 
viso that  candidates  should  not  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  advance 
without  charges  being  preferred  and  a  trial  had.     He  saj-s: 

This  was  the  rule  in  Georgia  for  many  years,  and  lam  satisfied 
the  departure  therefrom  and  prescribing  a  separate  ballot  for  each 
degree  was  a  mistake  and  a  return  to  the  former  procedure  wise. 
This  has  been  my  experience,  as  it  was  that  of  m}^  predecessor,  who 
contemplated  making  this  recommendation  before  his  death.  To 
block  the  further  progress  of  a  candidate  after  having  conferred  on 
him  one  or  more  degrees,  without  any  reason  therefor,  so  far  as  the 
lodge  or  the  candidate  knows,  is  a  wrong  to  the  lodge  and  oft  an  in- 
justice to  a  worthy  man.  Such  action  encourages  inquiry  into  the 
secrecy  of  the  ballot  and  begets  dissension  among  the  craft.  If  mem- 
bers will  attend  lodge  meetings,  vote  on  petitions  for  membership,  with 
the  interest  of  Masonry  at  heart,  ignoring  all  personal  feeling,  with- 
out fear  or  favor,  there  would  seldom  arise  any  necessity  for  afterwards 
dela3-ing  the  candidate's  advance.     But  if  such  should  be  necessary, 
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then  it  is  but  just  to  one  who  has  become  possessed  of  some  of  our  mys- 
teries that  full  opportunity  should  be  afforded  him  to  defend  himself 
ag'ainst  accusations,  if  he  can,  and  prove  himself  entitled  to  all  the 
benefits  of  Masonry,  if  possible,  and  if  not,  then  deprive  the  craft  en- 
tirely of  an  unworthy  member.  This  is  better  for  all  parties  con- 
cerned and  will  give  more  satisfaction  than  to  keep  a  candidate  in 
suspense  and  under  suspicion,  accused  of  he  knows  not  what,  and 
afforded  no  opportunity  of  defence. 

The  grand  lodge  declined  to  return  to  the  ancient  practice,  and 
concurred  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  the  existing  law  was 
sufficient  and  satisfactory. 

We  do  not  believe  that  any  grand  lodge  can  continue  indefinitely 
to  hold  a  law  satisfactory  which  permits  a  brother  to  be  deprived  of 
his  Masonic  rights  without  being  heard  in  his  own  defence  upon  some 
definite  accusation. 

The  grand  master  reported  that  the  effort  to  acquire  the  Soldiers' 
Home  property  near  Atlanta,  for  a  Masonic  home,  had  failed,  and 
strongly  urged  action  looking  to  building  one.  On  a  joint  report  of 
the  committees  on  general  welfare  and  finance  the  subject  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  lodges  for  action  for  or  against. 

The  grand  master  announced  the  death  of  Walter  T.  McArthur, 
of  the  committee  on  grand  lodge  property;  District  Deputy  Horatio 
R.  Hollifield:  Past  Master  .J.  L.  Mathews,  and  W.  P.  Norman, 
Manning  Coleman,  W.  H.  H.  Peek,  and  S.  B.  Pate,  present  masters. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  seven  charters  for  new  lodges  and  con- 
tinued three  lodges  under  dispensation;  laid  the  Wisconsin  proposition 
respecting  Masonic  relief  over  for  consideration  next  year;  listened 
to  several  addresses  of  exceptional  eloquence  and  beauty  at  the  un- 
veiling of  a  memorial  tablet  to  Grand  Master  Davidson;  inflicted  the 
Masonic  capital  punishment  of  expulsion  upon  thirty-eight  delinquents 
for  dues,  and  had  no  higher  grade  for  forty-two  brethren  convicted  of 
various  offences,  including  some  of  the  gravest  known  to  the  crimi- 
nal calendar,  and  negatived  a  proposition  to  raise  §1,000.00  for  a  loan 
fund  to  assist  in  the  education  of  young  persons,  male  and  female,  at 
educational  institutions  already  established  in  the  state,  with  a  view 
to  making  a  permanent  and  growing  fund  for  this  purpose  a  part  of 
any  more  comprehensive  scheme  of  charity  which  might  eventually 
be  adopted. 

John  P.  Shannon,  of  Elberton,  grand  master,  and  Andrew  M 
WOLIHIN,  Macon,  grand  secretary,  were  re-elected. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (129  i)p.)  is  again  on  the  (xeorgia 
plan  of  recent  years — the  work  of  three  brethren  working  independ- 
ently on  the  proceedings  of  different  jurisdictions.  The  committee 
is  made  up  the  same  as  last  year — W.  S.  Ramsay,  chairman,  assisted 
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by  W.  E.  MUMFORD  and  A.  Q.  Moody.  The  latter,  in  his  review  of  our 
proceecling-s  for  1894,  is  impressed  by  the  appointment  of  seventy  dep- 
uty grand  lecturers,  with  the  determination  of  the  grand  master 
of  Illinois  that  the  craftsmen  should  not  lack  Masonic  knowledge 
through  any  fault  of  his.  Bro.  MoODY  thinks  the  Illinois  regulation 
respecting  visitors  might  be  adopted  with  profit  by  other  jurisdictions; 
quotes  the  vivid  picture  of  anarchy  drawn  by  Grand  Orator  Black, 
and  advises  every  one  who  has  access  to  the  Illinois  proceeings  to  read 
in  full  his  "magnificent  speech,"  and  finds  in  the  Illinois  report  on 
correspondence  matters  of  interest  to  the  brethren  of  Georgia. 

In  his  "conclusion'"  the  chairman,  Bro.  Ramsay,  says: 

No  new  movement  of  any  great  interest  has  engaged  our  atten- 
tion. All  tha'-  has  been  proposed  in  the  line  of  new  legislation  is  the 
Missis'^ippi  proposition  concerning  jurisdiction,  so  as  to  secure  uni- 
formity, and  the  Wisconsin  relief  proposition,  making  each  lodge  re- 
sponsible for  the  money  expended  on  its  members  for  relief.  Neither 
of  these  meet  with  general  favor,  and  as  they  have  already  been  be- 
fore our  grand  lodge  we  will  not  further  discuss  them  as  we  at  first 
proposed. 

In  his  notice  of  Texas  he  finds  that  Past  Grand  Master  Tyler, 
of  that  jurisdiction,  to  whom  the  chairman  of  the  committee  had 
turned  over  the  discussion  of  the  Mexican  matter,  does  not  throw 
an^'  more  light  on  this  vexed  question,  and  that  we  are  still  left  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  true  status  of  Masonry  in  our  neighboring  republic. 


.     .  IDAHO,  1895. 

28th  Annual.  Boise  City.  September  10. 

This  handsome  volume  bears  the  imprint  of  a  Boise  Cit}-  printing 
house,  one  whose  typographical  resources  are  shown  by  its  work  to  be 
equal  to  those  of  older  communities.  Electrotypes  of  the  retiring 
grand  master,  of  Past  Grand  Master  Edward  A.  Stevenson,  and 
Past  Grand  Secretary  James  H.  Wickersham  grace  the  volume. 

Twent3'-five  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented,  Illinois  by 
Thomas  C.  Maupin,  past  senior  grand  warden. 

The  grand  master  (Adelbert  B.  Clark)  announced  the  death  of 
James  H.  Wickersham,  past  grand  secretary,  in  his  fifty-seventh 
year,  whose  fatal  illness  we  chronicled  in  our  last  report,  and  of  Ed- 
avard  a.  Stevenson,  past  grand  master,  at  seventy. 
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Bro.  WiCKERSHAM  was  an  Illinoisan  and  belonged  to  the  Wicker- 
SHAMS  of  Springfield,  in  which  city  he  was  born.  He  had  held  several 
civil  offices,  among  them  those  of  probate  judge  and  territorial  con- 
troller, and  was  eleven  years  grand  secretary. 

Past  Grand  Master  Stevenson  was  a  native  of  New  York,  but 
migrated  from  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  sloi^e,  being  one  of  the  Argo- 
nauts of  1849.  In  California  he  served  as  alcalde,  deputy  sheriff,  In- 
dian agent,  and  member  of  the  legislature — of  which  he  was  at  one 
time  speaker;  and  in  Idaho  as  member  and  speaker  of  the  house,  and 
later  as  governor  of  the  territory.  He  was  grand  master  in  1876-7-8, 
and  in  1887.  During  our  executive  service  we  had  a  somewhat  lengthy 
correspondence  with  Grand  Master  Stevenson  over  a  case  of  invasion 
of  jurisdiction  by  an  Illinois  lodge,  and  were  strongly  impressed  with 
his  ability  and  courtesy. 

Grand  Master  Clark  reported  seven  decisions,  in  accord  with 
Illinois  precedents  but  we  take  only  those  copied  below. 

No.  4.  A  brother  in  possession  of  a  certificate  of  restoration  stands 
in  the  same  relation  to  the  fraternity  as  a  brother  in  possession  of  a 
dimit  and  may  petition  any  lodge  for  membership  under  whose  juris- 
diction he  may  chance  to  reside. 

No.  6.  I  believe  it  to  be  within  the  province  of  a  worshipful  mas- 
ter to  declare  an  appointive  office  vacant  and  refill  it  whenever  such 
action  appears  to  be  to  the  best  interests  of  the  lodge. 

The  jurisprudence  committee  approved  all  but  the  limitation  of 
No.  4,  holding  that  a  non-affiliated  Mason  might  apply  to  any  lodge  in 
the  grand  jurisdiction  regardless  of  residence.  Strike  out  the  nar- 
rower limitation  retained  by  the  committee  and  the  decision  would 
express  the  doctrine  of  Illinois. 

The  question  involved  in  No.  6  has  not  been  raised  in  Illinois,  but 
we  think  Idaho  is  correct. 

Recommendations  by  the  grand  master  that  the  provision  of  their 
law  requiring  the  presence  of  seven  members  of  the  lodge  to  permit 
work  to  be  done;  and  another  forbidding  the  first  four  officers  of  the 
grand  lodge  to  hold  the  office  of  master  or  warden  be  eliminated,  and 
still  another  that  provision  be  made  for  biennial  instead  of  annual  ses- 
sions, were  negatived  by  the  special  committee  to  whom  they  were 
referred,  but  a  fourth  that  the  office  of  deputy  grand  master  be  made 
elective  instead  of  appointive,  found  favor  with  the  committee  and 
the  grand  lodge. 

The  grand  master  also  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin proposition  relative  to  Masonic  relief,  and  this  the  grand  lodge  did 
after  so  amending  it  as  to  declare  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  lodge  to 
take  care  as  well  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  its  members  as  of  the 
members  themselves  in  distress,  wheresoever  they  may  be. 
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The  resolutions  proposing  to  remove  the  ban  placed  upon  mem- 
"bers  of  the  Mormon  church  in  1883,  which  were  last  year  sent  to  the 
lodges  for  instructions  to  their  representatives,  were  taken  up  and 
adopted,  declaring  in  terms  that  "members  of  said  church  possessing 
the  requisite  qualifications  otherwise,  eligible  for  admission."  We 
congratulate  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Idaho  upon  this  abandonment  of  its 
assumption  of  the  right  to  amend  the  landmarks  of  Masonry. 

We  observe  that  on  the  presentation  of  their  credentials  by  grand 
representatives,  they  were  received  and  accredited  by  a  vote  of  the 
grand  lodge.  In  Illinois  the  grand  master  is  authorized  by  the  consti- 
tution to  receive  and  accredit  the  representatives  of  grand  lodges 
that  have  been  recognized. 

In  the  case  of  a  candidate  who  had  been  balloted  for  and  initiated 
without  report  from  the  committee  of  inquiry,  the  grand  lodge  seems 
to  have  regarded  healing  requisite.  Such  action  would  be  held  super- 
fluous in  Illinois.  Here  the  doctrine  has  always  prevailed  that  if  the 
lodge  is  lawfully  at  labor  its  work  is  not  attainted  by  irregularities  in 
the  making. 

A  brief  but  comprehensive,  eloquent  and  practical  oration  was 
delivered  by  the  grand  orator,  Charles  C.  Stevenson.  The  grand 
lodge  reduced  its  annual  dues  from  one  dollar  to  fifty  cents;  accepted 
an  invitation  to  attend  as  a  body,  informally,  a  free  silver  meeting, 
and  also  to  visit  the  penitentiary,  where  the  members,  individually  or 
collectively,  were  given  carte  blanche  at  the  melon  patch  of  that  insti- 
tution, and  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day  of  the  session  banqueted 
with  the  ladies  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  The  Oriental 
Twinklers  of  Idaho  are  getting  on.  Last  year  they  furtively  sus- 
pended a  beautiful  bouquet  in  the  grand  east  during  the  absence  of  the 
grand  lodge,  and  won  a  vote  of  thanks.  Skillfully  following  up  their 
advantage  they  have  caught  the  grand  lodge  at  the  festive  board  and 
now  it  is  all  over  with  the  male  Idahoans.  Nothing  remains  but  for 
the  sisters  to  take  the  grand  lodge  fully  under  their  jurisdiction. 

Isidore  S.  Weiler  was  elected  grand  master;  Charles  C.  Stev- 
enson grand  secretary,  both  of  Boise  City. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  again  by  Bro.  Charles  C.  Stev- 
enson, who  has  crowded  a  vast  amount  of  interesting  matter  into 
seventy-three  pages,  two  of  which  are  given  to  Illinois  for  1894.  He 
heartily  concurs  in  the  action  of  our  grand  lodge  respecting  election- 
eering to  office,  compliments  the  oration  of  Grand  Orator  Black  as  a 
very  able  production,  and  instinctively  compared  their  handful  of  votes 
with  the  1711  cast  by  our  grand  lodge  on  a  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Referring  to  methods  of  balloting,  he  says: 

In  Idaho,  Brother  Bobbins,  the  custom,  although  not  the  law,  is 
for  the  wardens  to  inspect  the  ballot  box  before  the  master,  who,  after 
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his  inspection,  orders  it  placed  upon  the  altar.  The  announcement  is 
then  made,  the  W.M.  advances  to  the  altar,  salutes  and  deposits  his 
ballot.     The  officers  and  members  follow  in  order. 

Our  reference  to  the  assumption  by  the  grand  master  of  Idaho  of 
the  right  to  have  a  hand  in  waiving  jurisdiction  over  material  living 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  an  Idaho  lodge,  elicits  the  following: 

The  Idaho  lodge  waived  its  jurisdiction,  which  information  the 
grand  master  communicated  to  the  grand  officers  of  Washington,  they 
in  turn  to  inform  the  Washington  lodge,  and,  following  the  practice 
of  many  grand  masters,  Brother  Hattabaugh  also  waived  everything 
he  had  to  waive,  much  or  little,  and  thus  the  whole  thing  was  waived 
over  the  line  with  every  diplomatic  and  ministerial  formality. 

We  infer  that  this  was  done  on  the  presumption  that  it  was  the 
correct  thing  to  have  the  communications  between  the  two  lodges 
pass  through  the  executive  offices  of  the  two  grand  jurisdictions.  Our 
objection  to  this  is  that  such  acts  become  precedents  that  finally  nib- 
ble away  the  rights  of  the  lodges  where  alone  the  jurisdiction  is 
vested  and  where  alone  lies  the  power  to  waive  it. 

Under  Kentucky  Bro.  Stevenson  thus  comments  on  the  assump- 
tion of  superior  knowledge  respecting  the  working  of  Masonic  homes: 

Brother  Staton  may  be  possessed  of  almost  supernatural  knowl- 
edge of  Kentucky  homes,  but  we  cannot  accept  that  as  a  reason  why 
the  Idaho  reporter  or  any  other  brother  may  not  express  his  opinion  re- 
garding Masonic  homes  or  the  care  and  disposition  of  funds  for  char- 
itable purposes.  The  writer  believes  that  at  best  many  Masonic 
homes  are  expensive  luxuries.  Idaho  may  someday  establish  a  home, 
but  when  she  does  she  will  have  on  hand  ample  means  to  satisfac- 
torily and  successfully  equip  and  maintain  the  institution.  We  don't 
inveigh  against  Masonic  homes  because  there  can  be  no  good  in  such 
establishments,  but  we  do  believe  that  many  a  grand  lodge  goes  en- 
thusiastically yet  thoughtlessly  in  the  home  business  only  to  find 
itself  involved  in  debt  and  its  usefulness  thereby  impaired. 

Bro.  Stevenson  comments  at  some  length  under  New  York  on  the 
controversy  over  the  Mexican  gran  dieta.  His  general  tone  indicates 
that  he  leans  to  the  opinion  that  the  Illinois  reporter  is  inclined  to 
magnify  some  trifling  irregularities  possibly  existing  down  there. 
When  he  has  read  the  facts  presented  in  our  report  of  1895,  including 
Bro.  Parvin'S  letter  which  we  reproduced  in  our  review  of  New  York, 
we  shall  look  for  a  revision  of  his  opinions. 
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INDIANA,  1896. 
75th  Annual.  Indianapolis.  May  26. 

This  is  a  pictorial  volume,  havinj^'  for  its  frontispiece  a  portrait 
of  the  present  grand  master  (Gillett)  and  over  against  his  finely 
chiseled  face  a  cut  of  the  Masonic  hall  in  Madison,  where  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Indiana  was  organized,  January  12,  1818.  Besides  these. 
Grand  Secretary  Smythe  has  secured  and  published  here  pictures  of 
thirty-eight  of  the  forty-six  grand  masters  of  Indiana  and  is  in 
hot  chase  of  likenesses  of  the  other  eight.  It  is  a  series  of  faces  well 
worth  studying,  not  a  weak  one  among  them  and  some  of  them  re- 
markable for  their  strength. 

Indiana  still  maintains  the  grand  representative  system,  but  so 
far  as  we  can  discover  the  volume  under  review  does  not  indicate 
whether  W.  Bro.  Benj.  M.  Willoughby,  our  ambassador  near  that 
grand  lodge,  got  nearer  during  the  session  than  his  home  in  Vincennes. 
The  number  of  lodges  represented  was  remarkable — 480  out  of  481. 

The  grand  master  (Edward  O'Rourke)  reports  a  year  of  great 
activity  in  the  lodges  and  great  interest  manifested  in  the  work. 

The  unpleasantness  between  Indiana  and  Pennsylvania  over  the 
making  of  a  man  in  an  Indiana  lodge— in  conformity  with  Indiana 
regulations — who  had  been  rejected  by  a  Pennsylvania  lodge,  still  con- 
tinues. Grand  Master  O'RoURKE  characterizes  as  grossly  and  in-ex- 
cusably  insulting  the  following  circular  send  him  by  the  grand 
master  of  Pennsylvania: 

To  the  Worshipful  Master  of  Lodge  'No. .* 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother— Whereas,  George  Snyder,  an  applicant 
for  initiation  and  membership  in  Pollock  Lodge  No.  502,  at  Taren-tum, 
Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  twice  rejected  therein;  and. 

Whereas,  Said  George  Snyder,  having  been  so  rejected,  and 
therefore  ineligible  to  membership  in  any  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction 
until  the  objection  to  his  approval  has  been  lawfully  removed,  has 
since  petitioned  Marion  Lodge  No.  35,  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Indiana,  and  was  subsequently  made  a  Mason  therein  with- 
out the  rejection  being  removed. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  right  worshipful  grand 
master  of  Masons  in  Pennsylvania  and  Masonic  jurisdiction  thereunto 
belonging,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  and  authorities  in  me  vested,  do 
hereby  prohibit  your  lodge  from  admitting  said  George  Snyder  as  a 
visitor,  and  do  also  prohibit  any  member  of  your  lodge  from  extending 
anj  Masonic  recognition  whatever  to  said  George  Snyder. 
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You  are  also  directed  to  inquire  of  all  brethren  from  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Indiana  desirincf  to  visit  your  lodge,  whether  they  have  ever 
been  residents  of  this  Masonic  jurisdiction,  and  if  they  have,  whether 
they  have  been  rejected  b}'  any  of  our  lodges. 

You  will  cause  this  letter  to  be  read  in  open  lodge  at  the  first 
stated  meeting  after  its  receipt,  and  to  be  copied  in  full  on  the 
minutes. 

Given  under  mv  hand  and  seal  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  the  citv 
of  Philadelphia,  this  thirteenth  day  of  May,  A.D.  ISf)."),  A.L.  5895. 

Matthias  H.  Henderson, 
[seal.]  Grand  Master. 

Of  this  he  says  among  other  things: 

Every  Mason  of  this  grand  jurisdiction,  if  he  goes  into  the  grand 
jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania  is  to  have  a  detective  on  his  track.  And 
if,  while  there,  he  should  make  known  his  desire  to  visit  a  Masonic 
lodge,  the  fact  that  he  is  a  Mason  in  good  standing  here,  that  he  can 
prove  himself  such  by  the  testimony  that  is  in  the  faithful  breast  of 
ever}'  bright  Mason,  would  be  of  no  avail  to  him,  if,  at  any  time  in 
his  life,  he  had  been  rejected  by  a  Masonic  lodge  of  that  state.  The 
ordinary  purging  process  would  not  heal  him,  if  he  were  so  unfortu- 
nate as  to  have  his  life  poisoned  by  the  virus  of  rejection  of  a  Pennsyl- 
vania lodge.  Every  Mason,  therefore,  of  this  grand  jurisdiction,  if  in 
Pennsj'lvania  and  making  known  his  desire  to  visit  a  Masonic  lodge  in 
that  state  is  put  under  suspicion.  And  is  it  by  carrying  out  the  policy 
outlined  by  the  right  worshipful  grand  master  of  Masons  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, that  the  ties  that  bind  us  together  are  to  be  strengthened? 
And  this  is  all  in  the  name  of  amit}-,  fraternity,  and  charity,  and 
comes  from  the  very  heart  of  the  "City  of  Brotherly  Love." 

The  grand  lodge  speaking  through  the  committee  on  correspond- 
ence, unanimously  re-affirms  its  position  of  last  year,  that  each  grand 
lodge  has  authority  to  make  and  declare  laws  for  the  government  of 
its  lodges,  but  that  no  grand  lodge  can  acquire  extra  jurisdictional 
authority,  and  thus  continues: 

Regarding  the  edict  of  non-Masonic  intercourse  issued  by  the 
grand  master  of  Pennsylvania  against  Brother  George  Snyder,  a. 
legally  made  Mason  of  this  jurisdiction,  we  will  say  that  since  its 
promulgation  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  has  held  three  quar- 
terly communications,  and  one  annual  communication.  The  proceed- 
ings of  all  these  have  been  published,  and  nowhere  therein  is  this  case 
mentioned,  or  referred  to  in  any  manner  whatsoever.  It  is  the  act  of 
the  grand  master,  and  his  act  alone.  As  such  we  leave  it  with  him 
without  malice,  but  with  charity  for  his  misguided  zeal  without  ade- 
quate knowledge.     In  conclusion  we  offer  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  Brother  George  Snyder  having  lived  the  required 
time  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Marion  Lodge  No.  35  (Samaritan  Lodge 
No.  105  of  Marion),  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Indiana,  became  subject  to  our  laws,  and  to  our  laws  alone.  Having 
been  found  worthy,  and  regularly  made  a  Mason,  he  is  a  legitimate 
Mason,  and  his  standing  in  the  fraternity  can  not  be  impaired,  except 
by  his  own  act  and  for  established  cause.  Adopting  the  language  of 
an  able  Masonic  jurist,  his  making  being,  "lawfully  done  where  done, 
is  lawful  everywhere." 
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Besolved,  That  Matthias  H.  Henderson,  grand  master  of  Masons 
of  the  Grand  Lodj^e  of  Pennsylvania,  in  issuing  his  aforesaid  edict 
has  violated  Masonic  courtesy  and  usage,  ignored  grand  lodge 
autonomy,  and  by  attempting  to  interfere  with  the  work  of  a  legiti- 
mate lodge  has  been  guilty  of  violating  a  landmark  of  Masonry. 

Besolved, Th3.t  all  matters  herein  considered,  be  referred  to  the 
grand  master  for  the  time  being,  for  action  as  his  judgment  may 
dictate;  and  that  the  language  and  sentiments  expressed  by  Grand 
Master  O'Rourke,  be  in  all  things  approved. 

We  expressed  ourselves  fully  as  to  the  principles  involved  in  this 
case  in  our  review  of  Indiana  last  year,  and  since  then  have  received 
no  new  light.  Of  the  subsequently  outcropping  events  we  are  bound 
to  say  that  we  think  that  Grand  Master  Henderson  succeeded  in 
making  his  order  needlessly  offensive. 

The  grand  master  presented  the  Wisconsin  circular  respecting 
the  liability  of  lodges  for  relief  extended  to  their  distressed  mem- 
bers, but  beyond  noting  the  fact  that  California  had  endorsed  the 
proposition,  gives  no  indication  of  his  own  views.  The  grand  lodge 
left  no  doubt  as  to  its  position  on  the  question,  adopting  the  follow- 
ing from  the  committee  on  jurisprudence. 

Your  committee  on  jurisprudence  have  given  careful  and  respect- 
ful consideration  to  the  proposition  coming  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Wisconsin,  that  '"it  is  the  duty  of  the  lodge  to  take  care  of  its  own 
members  in  distress  wherever  they  may  be;  and  that  in  case  of  its  in- 
ability to  do  so,  this  duty  devolves  upon  the  grand  lodge  from  which 
it  holds  its  charter," — totally  but  fraternally  dissent  from  any  such 
proposition,  and  recommend  that  this  grand  lodge  declines  to  take 
any  steps  toward  an  inter-jurisdictional  enactment  tending  to  effect 
such  an  understanding  or  arrangement. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Indiana  has  at  all  times  contended,  and  held, 
that  a  Mason  in  distress  is  entitled  to  aid  and  assistance  from  the 
fraternit}^,  wherever  he  may  be  at  the  time  of  his  need,  and  that,  as 
a  matter  of  law,  his  lodge  is  not  bound  to  make  any  restitution, 
though  it  ma}^  always  do  so  at  its  own  option. 

The  public  work  of  the  grand  master  included  the  dedication  of 
the  new  temple  of  Mt.  Moriah  lodge,  at  Anderson.  Of  the  "alto- 
gether" he  says: 

The  temple  is  an  ornament  to  the  city  of  Anderson.  The  lodge 
room  is  the  finest  I  have  seen.  The  officers  of  the  lodge  have  done 
their  duty.  The  craft  love  Masonry  and  love  their  lodge.  Harmony 
prevails.  The  fruits  are  observable  all  around  them.  I  was  greatly 
edified  by  what  I  saw  and  heard. 

We  find  ourselves  wondering  whether  the  halo  which  surrounded 
everything  was  a  real  objective  phenomenon,  or  whether  it  reflected  a 
subjective  condition  caused  by  the  presence  of  the  sisters,  of  whom 
he  says: 

Many  prominent  and  brilliant  ladies  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star  were  present,  and  by  their  presence  and  eloquence  lent  a  grace 
to  the  occasion,  which  will  make  it  memorable. 
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In  the  following"  he  had  the  approval  of  the  grand  lodge: 

In  some  instances  by-laws,  or  amendments  to  the  same,  have  been 
presented  for  approval,  that  provided  where  a  member  had  paid  regu- 
lar dues  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  he  should  be  required  to  pay  one- 
third  of  the  dues,  only,  thereafter.  In  other  cases  the  by-laws 
submitted  for  approval,  provided  that  members  that  had  paid  dues 
for  a  number  of  years  and  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  seventy,  were  to 
be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  all  dues,  except  those  of  the  grand 
lodge.     In  all  such  cases  I  refused  to  give  my  approval. 

The  surplusage  of  the  grand  master  of  Michigan  in  kindly  approv- 
ing the  "generous  act"  of  a  Michigan  lodge  in  waiving  jurisdiction 
over  a  resident  of  its  territory  in  favor  of  an  Indiana  lodge,  he  reports 
having  suitably  acknowledged,  although  he  does  not  call  it  by  the 
same  name  that  we  do. 

A  question  having  been  raised  as  to  the  legality  of  the  action  of 
his  predecessors  and  himself  in  appointing  brethren  not  members  of 
the  grand  lodge  on  committees  of  that  body,  the  grand  master  him- 
self brought  forward  amendments  to  the  by-laws  restricting  appoint- 
ments to  members,  which  prevailed  unanimously. 

Seven  weeks  before  the  grand  lodge  met  twenty  lodges  had  failed 
to  pay  their  dues  and  for  this  default  the  grand  master  suspended 
their  charters.  Prior  to  the  meeting  all  of  the  twenty  had  worked  a 
removal  of  the  suspension,  and  order  reigned  in  Warsaw. 

The  grand  master  submitted  nine  decisions,  in  part  as  follows: 

2.  After  a  ballot  for  the  degrees  has  been  declared  unanimous  and 
an  objection  is  made  to  conferring  the  degrees  privately  to  the  wor- 
shipful njaster,  and  made  a  matter  of  record,  such  objection  can  not 
be  withdrawn  so  as  to  allow  the  degrees  to  be  conferred. 

3.  The  fact  that  one  holds  a  dimit  purporting  to  be  issued  by  a 
Masonic  lodge  is  not  sufficient  evidence  that  the  holder  thereof  is  a 
Mason,  nor  is  it  sufficient  proof  of  identity.  One  holding  such  a  dimit 
must  make  proof  of  his  character  and  standing  as  a  Mason,  or  be 
vouched  by  a  brother  in  good  standing,  before  a  Masonic  lodge  can 
admit  him  to  membership. 

4.  A  member  of  a  lodge,  though  he  may  have  failed  to  pay  dues, 
or  be  guilty  of  any  Masonic  offence,  is  still,  until  suspended  or  expelled, 
entitled  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  belonging  to  any  member  of 
his  lodge  in  good  standing. 

5.  Where  one  was  entered  and  passed,  and  before  he  received  the 
third  degree,  by  accident  lost  his  right  hand,  except  the  thumb,  I  de- 
cided that  he  was  entitled  to  have  the  third  degree  conferred. 

6.  The  lodge  that  receives  the  petition  of  one  seeking  to  be 
rnade  a  Mason  and  elects  him  to  receive  the  degrees,  holds  jurisdic- 
tion over  him,  and  no  other  lodge  can  receive  his  petition  without  the 
consent  of  the  lodge  that  has  acquired  such  jurisdiction. 

8.  A  petition  to  have  the  degrees  conferred  on  one  who  has  lost 
the  thumb  of  left  hand,  may  be  received  by  a  lodge. 
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9.  One  who  received  the  first  and  second  decrees  in  a  lodg'e.  trades 
for  a  druij-  store,  and.  as  part  of  his  business,  sells  intoxicating  liquor, 
under  sTovernment  license,  by  the  quart,  not  as  a  beverage,  ma}' 
legalh"  have  the  third  degree  conferred  upon  him. 

No.  2  shows  that  the  line  of  procedure  is  the  same  as  in  Illinois, 
but  with  the  important  difference  that  with  us  the  recording  of  the 
objection  is  no  bar  to  its  withdrawal.  No.  3,  with  which  we  entire I3' 
agree,  we  copy  because  we  know  of  one  strong  writer  who  holds  that 
a  dimit  with  proof  of  identity  is  sufficient  evidence  to  admit  one  to  a 
tiled  lodge.  No.  4  is  elementar}-.  but  it  is  so  often  denied  bj-  legislation, 
and  otherwise  that  it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated  No.  5  is.  so  far 
as  it  goes,  in  accord  with  Illinois  precedents,  the  doctrine  prevailing 
with  us  that  no  amount  of  maiming  after  making  should  preclude  ad- 
vancement. No.  6  covers  the  point  whether  election,  like  rejection, 
confers  jurisdiction  that  ma}-  not  be  voided  b}-  the  act  of  the  peti- 
tioner, a  point  recently  discussed  with  different  conclusions  b}-  differ- 
ent writers,  and  is  therefore  a  contribution  towards  the  settlement 
of  the  question.  As  stated  by  the  grand  master  and  approved  b}-  the 
grand  lodge  it  seems  to  hold  that  the  jurisdiction  thus  obtained  is 
perpetual,  but  we  doubt  if  it  was  so  intended,  bearing  in  mind  the  po- 
sition of  Indiana  on  the  general  question.  No.  8  is.  we  think,  within 
the  requirements  of  the  immemorial  law.  and  No.  9  is  interesting  as 
showing  the  new  lines  on  which  grand  masters  are  called  to  rule 
where  grand  lodges  have  undertaken  to  define  the  qualifications  of 
candidates  in  forgetfulness  of  the  inclusive  and  exclusive  terms  of 
the  ancient  law. 

Referring  to  the  large  number  of  questions  not  reported  which 
like  his  predecessors  he  had  decided  and  which  his  successors  would 
likewise  be  called  upon  to  decide,  he  gives  masters  of  lodges  the  excel- 
lent advice  to  familiarize  themselves  annual!}-  with  the  grand  lodge 
proceedings:  to  study  the  general  regulations,  and  never  to  write  a 
letter  on  Masonic  business  without  giving  the  number  of  the  lodge  to 
which  the  writer  belongs. 

The  committee  appointed  last  year  to  write  the  history  of  Ma- 
sonry in  Indiana  and  matters  connected  therewith,  reported  progress 
and  a  division  of  labor  made  on  the  theory  that  the  terms  of  their  ap- 
pointment contemplated  a  history  of  all  the  branches  of  Masonry  now 
organized  in  the  state.  Past  Grand  Master  Daniel  McDonald  writes 
the  history  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry:  Past  Grand  Master  Thomas 
B.  Long,  the  history  of  Capitular  Masonry*,  and  Bro.  Will  E.  English 
the  history  of  Templarism  and  the  Scottish  Rite.  An  appropriation  was 
made  for  the  continuance  of  the  work. 

Five  new  lodges  were  chartered,  one  dispensation  continued  and 
one  granted.  The  committee  on  charters  found  in  the  by-laws  of 
some  of  the  new  lodges  provision  for  the  appointment  of  some  of  the 
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subordinate  officers  by  the  wardens.  Following  Illinois  precedents, 
these  were  stricken  out  on  the  ground  that  the  appointing  power 
cannot  be  diverted  from  the  master. 

An  attempt  to  eliminate  the  so-called  Past  Master's  degree  from 
the  pre-requisites  to  installation  to  the  office  of  master,  failed. 

Simeon  P.  Gillett,  of  Evansville,  was  elected  grand  master; 
William  H.  Smythe,  Indianapolis,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  feport  on  correspondence  (141.  pp.)  is  again  the  work  of  Bro. 
William  Commons.  His  reports,  of  which  this  is  the  sixth,  are  like 
wine,  growing  bettec  with  age.  Just  now  he  is  trying  to  make  them 
like  still  wine,  but  occasionally  enough  of  the  fizz  escapes  to  show 
that  if  not  repressed  they  would  be  a  very  champagne  of  controversy. 

Illinois  receives  careful  examination  at  his  hands.  Of  the  argu- 
ment of  Grand  Master  Goddard  against  the  rule  of  perpetual  juris- 
diction over  rejected  material,  he  says: 

This  part  of  the  address  went  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence, 
who  reported  that  the  rule  was  written  in  their  governing  code,  which 
prescribed,  "that  every  lodge  possesses  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  its 
untinifhed  work  and  rejected  material,  wheresoever  they  may  be  dis- 
persed:" and  that  to  change  the  law  would  be  an  innovation.  This  is 
like  Doctor  Sangrado's  position  on  the  "Theory  and  Practice  of 
Medicine."  He  held  that  all  diseases  were  of  the  blood,  and  the 
proper  method  of  cure  was  to  bleed  the  patients  and  make  them  drink 
warm  water.  Inasmuch  as  the  majority  died,  he  entertained  doubts 
of  the  correctness  of  the  treatment,  but  having  "written  a  book"  ad- 
vocating the  practice,  he  could  not  depart  from  it.  The  rule  of  per- 
petual jurisdiction  is  itself  an  innovation,  and  if  Brother  Robbins  can 
show  its  justification  by  the  ancient  usages,  we  will  be  glad  to  read 
his  argument. 

The  temptation  to  use  an  illustration  which  would  have  been  very 
pat  if  the  committee  had  indicated  that  they  stood  by  the  quoted  law 
because  it  was  "written,"  has  led  Bro.  Commons  to  do  rather  scant 
justice  to  them.  True  the  committee  did  express  "the  opinion  that  a 
change  in  so  important  and  long  established  a  feature  of  the  general 
Masonic  law  would  be  in  the  nature  of  an  'innovation'  and  not  war- 
ranted by  the  best  interests  of  the  craft  at  large,  thf^refore  unwise 
and  not  desirable."  But  the  committee  was  more  specific  and  definite 
than  this.  After  quoting  from  our  regulations  the  language  which 
Bro.  Commons  has  quoted  from  their  report,  and  saying  substantially 
that  the  grand  lodge  required  strict  compliance  with  it  not  only  as 
between  the  lodges  of  its  obedience,  but  that  the  lodges  were  required 
to  respect  this  jurisdictional  right  as  being  equally  the  possession  of 
lodges  in  other  jurisdictions,  the  committee  further  said: 

"Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  observance  of  this  sys- 
tem of  inter-jurisdictional  comity  tends  to  protect  the  rights  of  indi- 
vidual brethren,  promote  harmony,  and  conserve  the  principles  of  a 
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common  brotherhood.'"  The  italics  of  the  committee  showed  that  they 
had  gone  to  the  core  of  the  subject  and  had  found  the  true  basis  of 
the  rule  in  the  doctrine  that  a  petition  for  the  de<^rees  is  not  simply  a 
petition  for  admission  to  the  lodge  petitioned,  but  for  admission 
through  that  portal  into  the  fraternity  or  common  brotherhood.  When 
this  was  the  generally  if  not  universally  prevailing  doctrine,  as  we 
think  it  was  until  the  multiplication  of  grand  lodges,  each  with  the 
sovereign  power  of  tinkering  and  sovereign  liability  to  be  swayed  by 
its  master  minds  for  the  time  being,  the  judgment  of  unfitness  in- 
volved in  rejection  was  the  judgment  of  the  whole  fraternity, 
rendered  by  the  lodge  which  in  conformity  to  the  general  regulations 
had  acquired  the  sole  right  of  deliverance  and  with  it  the  equally 
sole  right  of  reversal. 

But  it  is  not  our  present  purpose  to  discuss  the  general  question 
in  all  its  aspects,  and  it  seems  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  the  line  in- 
dicated by  Bro.  Commons  in  order  to  sustain  the  contention  which 
his  discussion  with  Pennsylvania  called  from  us  last  year.  That  con- 
tention went  no  further  than  to  show  that  for  one  jurisdiction  to  dis- 
regard the  status  given  to  a  candidate  by  the  regulations  under  which 
he  had  been  rejected  in  another,  would  be  to  invoke,  in  kind  if  not  in 
degree,  the  same  Masonic  disintegration  and  chaos  which  must  fol- 
low a  denial  of  the  status  conferred  upon  him  had  he,  under  the  same 
regulations,  been  elected  and  received  the  degrees.  Either  act  being 
lawfully  done  where  done,  is  lawful  everywhere,  and  entitled  to  be  re- 
spected by  every  grand  lodge  and  every  Mason  conceding  the  lawful 
Masonic  character  of  the  lodge  doing  it. 

Bro.  Commons  gives  the  Illinois  report  on  correspondence  and  its 
author  a  very  generous  notice. 


INDIAN  TERRITORY,  1895. 

22nd  Annual.  Atoka.  August  13. 

Twenty-six  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented,  Illinois,  by  JO- 
SEPH Samuel  Murrow,  past  grand  master  and  grand  secretary. 

Bro.  Murrow  in  behalf  of  his  lodge,  Oklahoma  No.  4,  the  oldest 
post-war  lodge  in  the  Territory,  welcomed  the  grand  lodge  to  Atoka. 
Bro.  Robert  W.  Hill  in  his  happy  response  referred  to  the  time, 
twenty-eight  years  before,  when  Bro.  MuRROW  came  to  Atoka,  and 
said  of  that  period: 
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Civilization  had  her  outposts  in  the  Territory,  Masonry  also  had 
its  lodges.  Prior  to  the  war  there  had  been  a  number  chartered  and 
at  work,  but  the  tides  of  conflict  had  well  nigh  swept  away  all  traces 
of  the  early  organizations.  The  jewels  of  the  Tahlequah  lodge  are 
now  somewhere  in  Kansas.  The  old  charters  are  probably  destroyed, 
but  Masonry  could  not  be  exterminated.  As  soon  as  the  war  was  over 
the  scattered  brethren  began  to  return,  others  came  to  the  Territory, 
and  Masonic  reorganization  began.  At  Port  Gibson — Alpha  lodge — at 
Doaksville,  at  Boggy  depot,  at  Eufaula,  the  lodges  were  reorganized 
and  the  foundations  of  the  present  grand  lodge  were  laid. 


In  those  days  the  borderline  of  civilization  was  just  across  on  the 
prairies  of  Kansas,  and  along  that  border  the  Kiowas  and  Cheyennes 
and  Arrapahoes  were,  twenty-eight  years  ago,  riding  the  bloody  war 
trail,  and  the  innocent  victims  of  the  savage  hordes  gave  up  their 
lives  true  martyrs  for  civilization.  But  those  days  of  rapine  and 
blood  are  long  since  ended.  The  very  tribes  who  were  the  most  deadly 
enemies  of  the  settlers  along  the  borders  are  now  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  having,  through  education  and  environment,  been 
shorn  of  their  former  power  to  stand  threateningly  opposed  to  progress 
and  civilization.  The  Indian  Territory  of  those  past  days  is  not  the 
Indian  Territory  of  today,  for  today  it  pulses  with  a  new  life,  a  new 
hope — a  mighty  power.  As  we  look  forward  and  we  see  the  promise 
of  the  fully  developed  energies  of  greatness  when,  with  all  barriers 
broken  down,  MaSonry  and  civilization  shall  together  march  forward 
to  glory  and  honor. 

The  grand  master  (John  Coyle)  reported  nineteen  decisions, 
among  them  the  following: 

1.  A  brother,  who  is  a  fellow  craft,  lost  one  joint  of  the  first  finger 
and  two  joints  of  the  second  finger  of  his  right  hand.  Would  this  de- 
bar him  from  being  made  a  Master  Mason. 

No. 

3.  Can  we  initiate  an  Indian  who  cannot  speak  or  understand  the 
English  language? 

Yes;  provided  you  have  a  good  interpreter. 

4.  Has  the  senior  warden  the  right  to  call  a  special  meeting  of 
the  lodge  when  the  W.M.  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  lodge? 

No. 

8.  In  the  case  of  a  brother  who  is  under  charges,  has  he  the  right 
to  vote  or  hold  office? 

Yes.     He  is  presumed  to  be  innocent  until  proven  guilty. 

10.  Is  shaking  dice  for  cigars  and  running  a  barber  shop  on  Sun- 
day a  Masonic  offence? 

Shaking  dice  for  cigars  is  certainly  a  Masonic  offence.  If  running 
a  barber  shop  on  Sunday  is  contrary  to  the  law,  it  is  also  a  Masonic 
offence. 
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11.  If  a  member  of  Antlers  lodge,  who  lives  at  Lehigh,  is  charged 
with  unmasonic  conduct  at  Goodland,  who  shall  prefer  charges  and 
try  him? 

The  junior  warden  of  his  lodge,  or  any  Mason  in  good  standing. 
His  own  lodge  should  try  him. 

12.  When  voting  upon  charges  and  penalt}-,  should  the  ballot  be 
taken  and  disjjlayed  in  the  same  wa.j  as  when  balloting  for  can- 
didates? 

Yes. 

1.3.  Should  the  number  of  black  and  white  balls  be  announced  to 
the  lodge? 

No:  merely  state  whether  specification,  charge,  or  penalty  is  sus- 
tained. 

16.  When  a  Mason's  widow,  mother,  sister,  or  daughter  marries  a 
man  who  is  not  a  Mason,  does  she  thereb}'  alienate  herself  from  all 
Masonic  rights  and  privileges? 

Yes:  for  I  think  it  would  be  an  unjust  burden  on  the  ^Masonic  fra- 
ternity to  have  charge  of  the  wives  and  widows  of  profanes. 

18.  Has  a  non-affiliated  Mason  the  right  to  object  to  a  brother 
being  raised  to  the  master's  degree? 

Not  unless  charges  are  preferred. 

19.  Keepers  of  pool  rooms,  cider  joints,  gambling  dens,  etc.,  come 
under  the  law  regarding  saloon  keepers. 

Touching  No.  1  we  are  left  in  doubt  whether  in  his  answer  the 
grand  master  had  in  mind  the  degree  of  maiming,  or  whether  he  holds 
in  harmony  with  Illinois  precedents,  that  no  amount  of  maiming  suf- 
fered subsequent  to  initiation  is  a  bar  to  advancement.  As  a  general 
principle  No.  4  is  correctl}-  stated.  In  Illinois  it  takes  this  form:  "'No 
warden  can  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  lodge  while  his  official  su- 
perior is  within  the  territorial  jurisdiction  thereof  and  able  to  author- 
ize a  call."  Notwithstanding  this  it  has  been  held  by  our  grand  lodge, 
correctly,  we  think,  that  a  warden  presiding  in  the  cliair  is  clothed 
for  the  time  being  with  all  the  powers  of  his  superior  officer,  including 
the  power  to  call  a  special  meeting  should  the  emergency  then  become 
apparent,  whether  the  superior  is  then  v/ithin  the  territorial  limits 
of  the  lodge  or  not.  No.  8  we  copy  because  it  cannot  be  too  often  re- 
peated. No.  10  embodies  the  true  principle  respecting  Masonic  of- 
fences. Liquor  selling  is  not  defined  as  a  Masonic  offence  by  the 
Illinois  code,  but  the  disciplinar}-  judgments  of  lodges  for  selling  liquor 
contrary  to  law  have  been  uniformly  sustained  bj'  our  grand  lodge. 
Touching  No.  13,  we  have  alwa3's  held  that  the  number  of  black  and 
white  balls  cast  must  be  announced  and  recorded  as  an  essential  part 
of  the  record  in  the  event  of  an  appeal.  The  jurisprudence  committee 
did  not  agree  with  No.  10  but  drew  a  sharp  distinction  between  kin- 
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ship  by  blood  and  the  relation  by  marriage.  They  say  (the  grand  lodge 
concurring): 

Should  a  Master  Mason's  widow  who  is  not  the  mother,  sister,  or 
daughter  of  a  Master  Mason,  marry  a  profane,  she  forfeits  her  claim 
upon  Masonry.  Should  the  mother,  sister,  or  daughter  of  a  Master 
Mason  marry  a  profane,  she  does  not  alienate  herself  from  her  rela- 
tive by  blood  (her  father,  brother  or  son.)  and  hence  does  not  alienate 
herself  from  claims  upon  Masons  for  protection  and  assistance. 

No.  18  is  true  and  it  ought  to  be  equally  true  of  an  affiliated  Ma- 
son and  a  member  of  the  lodge.  Touching  No.  19,  no  one  will  weep  at 
the  final  outcome  whether  they  consider  the  grand  master's  definition 
linguistically  correct  or  not. 

The  grand  master  presented  the  case  of  alleged  violation  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  Checotah  Lodge  No.  7-1,  I.  T.,  by  a  Missouri  lodge 
which  we  noticed  in  our  review  of  Missouri  last  year.  The  Grand 
Lodge  of  Missouri  discredited  the  view  taken  by  its  committee  on  jur- 
isprudence that  the  material  in  question  belonged  to  Chetotah  lodge, 
and  sustained  the  contrary  view  of  the  grand  master  based  upon  the 
fact  that  the  candidate  had  continued  to  claim  Pierce  City,  Missouri, 
as  his  residence  and  had  there  voted  at  all  elections  during  the  seven 
years  that  he  had  been  engaged  in  business  at  Checotah. 

Upon  the  ground  that  voting  at  civil  elections  is  generall}'  the 
most  conclusive  evidence  in  determining  whether  a  man  is  a  resident 
or  a  sojourner,  we  said  that  if  it  were  true  that  in  this  case  the  man 
had  continued  to  claim  and  exercise  the  right  of  suffrage  at  Pierce 
City,  and  only  there,  we  thought  the  grand  master  of  Missouri  was 
right.  But  Past  Grand  Master  Bennett  who  prepared  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  correspondence — to  whom  the  subject  was  referred — 
presents  such  an  array  of  cumulative  evidence  sustaining  the  claim 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Indian  Territory,  that  although  he  does  not 
show  that  the  man  in  question  ever  voted  in  the  Territory,  or  disprove 
the  claim  that  he  had  continued  to  vote  in  Missouri,  we  are  compelled 
to  revise  our  judgment.     Grand  Master  Bennett  says: 

Mr.  B.  F.  Lafayette  came  to  the  Indian  Territory  about  1888,  as 
post  trader  at  Fort  Gibson,  and,  after  a  two  year's  residence  there, 
moved  to  Checotah  (not  to  Missouri)  and  continued  in  the  mercantile 
business  upon  a  larger  scale  than  formerly  and  concentrated  about 
all  his  capital  in  his  business  there,  to  which  business  he  devotes  al- 
most his  whole  time  and  attention.  In  1892  he  organized  the  Demo- 
cratic Campaign  Club  of  Checotah  and  was  elected  and  acted  as  a 
delegate  to  the  Territorial  convention  and  became  a  member  of  the 
democratic  central  committee  of  the  Indian  Territory.  Upon  the 
election  of  President  Cleveland,  Mr.  Lafayette  announced  himself  as 
a  candidate  for  the  position  of  United  States  Marshal  of  the  Indian 
Territory,  not  as  a  resident  of  Missouri  but  as  a  resident  of  Checotah, 
Indian  Territory,  and  made  a  strong  plea  for  appointment  on  the 
home  rule  policy.  Mr.  Lafayette  has  continued  to  serve  as  a  member 
of  said  committee,  and  in  1895  was  again  an  applicant  for  appointment 
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as  United  States  Marshal  and  ayain  made  his  plea  on  the  <rrounds  of 
being  a  resident  of  the  Indian  Territory.  In  1893,  Checotah  Lodge, 
I.O.O.F.,  was  organized,  and  Mr.  B.  F.  Lafayette  petitioned  said  lodge 
and  was  made  a  member  thereof,  claiming  his  residence  at  Checotah, 
Indian  Territory.  In  189."),  Checotah  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  was  organized 
and  Mr.  B.  F.  Lafayette  petitioned  said  lodge  and  was  made  a  mem- 
ber, claiming  his  residence  as  Checotah,  Indian  Territory. 

He  further  shows  that  at  even  date  with  the  letter  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  lodge  at  Pierce  City,  claiming  that  Lafayette  was  a 
resident  of  Missouri  because  he  voted  at  all  elections  there,  making 
oath  that  Pierce  City  was  his  home,  he  was  serving  as  foreman  of  the 
grand  jury  of  the  United  States  court  for  the  first  judicial  division  of 
Indian  Territory,  which  he  could  not  do  without  taking  oath  that  he 
was  a  resident  of  the  Territory  and  of  the  district  in  which  the  court 
was  held:  that  he  had  been  plaintiff  in  civil  suits  in  the  said  court, giv- 
ing upon  oath  his  residence  as  Indian  Territory,  and  further  says: 

The  Indian  Agent's  records  for  five  years  show  that  B.F.  Lafayette 
and  Moses  Lafayette  have  annually  applied  for  a  license  to  trade  at 
Checotah  and  therein  declared  their  residence  to  be  at  Checotah,  In- 
dian Territory. 

The  secretary  of  the  Decatur  lodge  also  refers  to  the  brother  of 
Mr.  B.  F.  Lafayette,  claiming  him  as  a  resident  of  Missouri  and 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  said  lodge,  upon  the  same  grounds  that  jur- 
diction  was  assumed  in  the  case  under  consideration.  It  may  be  news 
to  Decatur  lodge  and  to  Grand  Master  Keene  to  know  that  the  brother 
referred  to  has  long  since  recognized  the  jurisdiction  of  Checotah 
Lodge  No.  74,  petitioned  for  and  received  the  degrees  of  Masonry 
therein,  also  being  a  member  of  Checotah  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  and  for 
several  years  served  as  postmaster  of  Checotah. 

In  closing  Bro.  Bennett  says: 

In  closing  this  review,  your  committee  is  pleased  to  note  that  Mr. 
Lafayette  has  been  estopped  from  receiving  the  third  degree  in  Ma- 
sonry by  order  of  Missouri's  present  grand  master,  M.W.  Bro.  J.  B. 
Thomas,  who  was  communicated  with  and  at  once  so  far  recognized 
the  justice  of  our  position  as  to  issue  said  order  of  estoppel  to  Decatur 
lodge.  And  this  committee  is  of  opinion  that  no  matter  how  distaste- 
ful it  may  be,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  will  be  constrained  at  its 
next  communication  to  reverse  itself  and  uphold  its  own  laws  and 
recognize  the  rights  of  a  sister  jurisdiction. 

We  are  glad  to  find  on  referring  to  the  Missouri  proceedings  for 
1895,  that  that  grand  lodge  did  full  justice  in  the  matter  on  reviewing 
the  case,  finding  that  jurisdiction  rightfully  belonged  to  Checotah 
lodge,  awarding  to  that  lodge  the  fees  received  by  Decatur  lodge  and 
declaring  that  question  of  conferring  the  third  degree  upon  the 
brother  rested  with  Checotah  lodge  for  decision.  At  the  same  time  it 
properly  declined  to  admit  that  the  brother  had  been  attainted  by 
the  irregularity  of  the  proceedings,  but  held  his  status  to  be  that  of 
a  fellow  craft  in  good  standing. 
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The  following-  explains  itself: 

Rev.  Willis  Burns,  an  old  man  and  a  Mason  for  fifty  years,  walk- 
ing upon  crutches,  asked  permission  of  the  grand  lodg^e  to  make  a 
statement  before  the  body.     His  request  was  granted. 

He  stated  that  his  son,  a  Master  Mason,  was  unjustly  tried  and 
condemned  in  the  United  States  court  at  South  McAlester,  and  is  now 
in  prison  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas.  He  pleaded  for  the  sympa- 
thy and  kindly  assistance  of  the  brethren,  as  a  citizen,  to  aid  in  the 
pardoning,  if  it  can  be  done,  of  his  son. 

On  motion,  the  grand  master  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  commit- 
tee to  investigate  the  case,  and,  if  found  worthy,  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  secure  the  pardon  of  the  brother. 

The  grand  master  appointed  as  said  committee,  Brothers  N.  B. 
Maxey,  Z.  T.  Walrond,  and  E.  H.  Doyle. 

We  have  no  fault  to  find  with  Bro.  Burns  for  seeking  in  his  dis- 
tress the  aid  of  every  possible  agency  for  relief,  and  we  recognize  the 
right  of  any  brother  as  a  citizen  to  lend  his  influence  in  behalf  of  the 
unfortunate,  but  when  the  grand  lodge  as  such  undertakes  to  review 
the  action  of  the  civil  courts  it  steps  on  dangerous  ground  and  justly 
deserves  severe  criticism. 

The  grand  lodge  charted  eight  new  lodges  and  continued  one  un- 
der dispensation;  wisely  instructed  the  appropriate  committee  when 
selecting  names  of  new  lodges  to  choose  names  other  than  those  of 
living  men,  and  unwisely  extended  fraternal  greetings  to  a  grand 
council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  reported  by  a  member  of  the 
grand  lodge  to  have  been  organized  in  the  Territory:  granted  permis- 
sion to  lodges  holding  charters  antedating  the  organization  of  the 
grand  lodge  to  receive  new  charters  when  they  so  desire  upon  condi- 
tion that  they  surrender  the  old  charter  to  have  proper  recital  made 
thereon  before  it  be  placed  in  the  archives  as  a  relic,  a  privilege 
which  we  should  think  any  lodge  would  be  slow  to  accept  if  the  char- 
ter could  be  retained  as  a  working  instrument,  as  it  might  be  after 
being  properly  indorsed;  took  the  preliminary  steps  toward  having  the 
grand  lodge  incorporated;  ordered  a  jewel  for  the  junior  past  grand 
master;  non-concurred  in  the  Wisconsin  proposition  touching  M^isonic 
relief  and  the  Mississippi  uniform  rules,  and  decided  that  on  account 
of  the  probably  large  expense  necessary  it  was  unable  to  participate 
in  the  Washington  memorial  observance  proposed  by  Colorado. 

John  Coyle,  of  Bailey,  grandmaster;  Joseph  S.  Murrow,  Atoka, 
grand  secretary,  were  re-elected. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (93  pp.)  by  the  grand  secretary, 
Past  Grand  Master  MuRROW,  embraces  a  brief  but  comprehensive 
and  commendatory  notice  of  our  proceedings  for  1894.  The  skeleton 
reports  of  the  committee  on  appeals  and  grievances  are  complimented 
as  models,  the  address  of  Grand  Orator  Black  highly  praised,  and 
the  report  on  correspondence  approvingly  mentioned. 
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IOWA,    1896. 

53ed  Annual.  Boone.  June  20. 

This  illustrated  output  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  being  Part  1, 
Vol.  XV  of  the  Iowa  '"Annals,"  is  a  notable  one,  although  lacking 
some  features  promised  in  its  table  of  contents.  The  portrait  of 
Grand  Master  Ball  is  missing,  as  is  also  the  Masonic  map  (sixths 
the  lifth  having  been  issued  in  1887.)  It  contains,  however,  a  portrait 
of  Past  Grand  Master  James  R.  Hartsock)  expelled  1884,  died  March 
8,  1894),  with  autograph,  to  which,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
discover,  no  reference  is  made  either  in  the  table  of  contents,  table 
of  portraits  and  sketches,  or  elsewhere.  There  are  biographical 
sketches  of  Grand  Master  Ball,  Past  Grand  Master  Fellows,  and 
Deputy  Grand  Secretary  Newton  R.  Parvin  (with  portrait);  cuts  of 
pioneer  Masonic  halls  at  Burlington  (1840)  and  Muscatine  (1841),  and 
of  a  Masonic  pitcher  (1777)  now  in  the  collection  of  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter John  C.  Smith,  of  Illinois,  and  a/«c  simile  of  t  he  petition  for  the 
first  lodge  in  Iowa.  For  the  first  time  since  1891  this  number  contains 
general  statistical  tables  in  addition  to  local  statistics,  all  of  great 
interest  and  value.  The  table  of  the  number  of  Masons  in  the  world, 
estimated  in  round  numbers  from  the  most  reliable  sources,  shows 
that  the  statement  of  Past  Grand  Master  Fellows,  of  Louisiana, 
made  in  puncturing  the  claim  of  the  promoters  of  the  recognition  of 
lodges  and  grand  lodges  of  "Scottish  Rite"  parentage,  that  that  rite 
is  more  extensively  established  than  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masonry 
of  the  English  speaking  peoples,  was  a  most  conservative  one.  Bro- 
Parvin'S  figures  are  as  follows:  United  States,  750,000;  Canada,  35,- 
000;  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  and  colonies,  215,000;  non-affiliated, 
210,000;  total  English  speaking  Masons,  1,210,000;  North  American, 
Mexico,  and  West  India  Islands,  25,000;  European,  African,  and  South 
American  nations,  130,000;  total,  155,000;,  grand  total  on  the  globe, 
1,365,000. 

Bro.  Fellows  said — if  our  memory  serves  us — that  outside  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France,  which  is  not  recognized  Masonically  by  any 
grand  lodge,  there  are  not  as  many  alleged  Masons  as  there  are  regu- 
lar Masons  in  New  York  [88,  573 1  and  Illinois  [.^O,  727]. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (GEORGE  W.  Ball)  covering 
thirty-three  pages  with  only  a  limited  amount  of  "'phat,"  reflects  the 
abilit}'  and  thoroughness  of  the  author.  In  his  exordium  he  draws  a 
glowing  picture  of  his  state,  from  which  it  is  manifest  that  Iowa,  like 
Illinois,  is  the  garden  spot  of  the  world.     In  their  Masonic  life  they 
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had  had  a  happy  and  prosperous  3'ear:  no  strife  or  ill-will  had  been 
eng'endered  among'  the  brethren,  but  harmony  and  good  will  had  pre- 
vailed throug'hout  the  jurisdiction. 

Referring'  to  dedications  he  says  some  hesitate  to  dedicate  their 
halls,  erected  by  the  lodge,  to  Masonic  uses,  for  fear  of  its  reversion 
to  the  grand  lodge.  These  he  had  assured  that  the  real  estate  would 
not  go  to  the  grand  lodge,  and  would  not  be  claimed  by  it.     He  says: 

In  cases  where  the  building  is  erected  by  a  corporation,  and  the 
stock  is  subscribed  and  held  b}'  the  individual  stockholders  in  said 
corporation,  whether  they  are  Masons  or  not,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion as  to  the  right  of  the  corporation  to  the  property,  whatever 
might  become  of  the  lodge.  But  when  the  lodge  itself  owns  the  lot 
and  erects  the  building,  as  is  done  in  some  cases,  or  when  the  prop- 
erty is  first  owned  by  a  stock  company,  and  the  stock  is  graduall}'  pur- 
chased or  secured  b}'  the  lodge  as  its  funds  permit,  until  it  has 
acquired  the  ownership  of  the  whole  property,  as  is  being  done  in 
some  cases,  the  question  as  to  the  final  disposition  of  the  propertj- 
when  the  lodge,  a  mere  voluntary  association,  for  any  cause  becomes 
extinct,  is  not  so  clear.  It  is  a  question  concerning  which  there  has 
been  considerable  litigation,  and  for  this  reason  there  should,  in  my 
judgment,  be  some  authoritative  declaration  by  the  grand  lodge  as  to 
its  position  upon  the  subject.  It  is  not  the  policy  of  the  grand  lodge 
to  build  itself  up  at  the  expense  of  the  subordinate  lodges,  nor  to  ap- 
propriate to  its  own  use  any  of  the  funds  or  property  of  defunct  lodges, 
except  that  described  in  section  33  of  the  Code. 

The  property  described  by  section  33  is  the  charter,  personal 
property  and  paraphernalia,  universally  held  to  revert  to  the  grand 
lodge.  To  quiet  apprehension,  the  grand  lodge  on  his  recommenda- 
tion adopted  a  constitutional  amendment  providing  that  in  no  case 
shall  the  real  estate  be  held  to  revert  to  the  grand  lodge.  He  reports 
that  notwithstanding  the  action  of  the  grand  lodge  two  years  ago  in 
declaring  the'  sale  of  keys  and  cyphers  a  Masonic  offence,  it  is  not  gen- 
erally known  among  the  members,  because  they  go  to  the  Code  in- 
stead of  the  annual  proceedings  to  find  out  the  law,  and  consequently 
these  prohibited  instruments  are  still  being  purchased  and  used  among 
the  members.  For  these  reasons  and  because  the  action  of  the  grand 
lodge  above  referred  to  failed  to  cover  the  whole  ground,  the  grand 
lodge  adopted  the  following: 

Section  291b.  The  use  in  the  lodge  room  of  mnemonics,  cyphers, 
keys,  skeleton,  or  printed  matter  of  any  kind,  purporting  to  embody 
the  unwritten  Masonic  work  or  ritual,  is  hereby  prohibited,  declared 
to  be  a  Masonic  ott'ence;  provided,  however,  that  nothing  herein  shall 
be  construed  to  apply  to  the  use  of  the  usual  accepted  Monitors. 

The  grand  master  had  declined  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  confer 
the  second  and  third  degrees  on  a  candidate  without  examination  on 
the  first  and  second,  which  he  was  asked  to  do  because  the  brother 
could  not  learn  the  work.  An  adequate  reason  for  his  refusal  was  the 
fact  that  to  have  granted  it  would  have  been  a  violation  of  law.  He 
—6 
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volunteered  the  further  reason  that  he  did  not  believe  that  the  inter- 
ests of  the  fraternity  required  the  acceptance  of  candidates  regard 
less  of  their  mental  capacity.  To  our  mind  it  is  equall3'-  true  that 
those  interests  do  not  require  that  an  otherwise  mentally  capable 
candidate  should  be  barred  from  advancing  because  of  an  idiosyncrasy 
which  prevents  his  committing  and  retaining  a  set  form  of  words,  any 
more  than  they  require  the  expulsion  of  thousands  of  rusty  Masons 
who  could  not  repeat  a  line  of  their  covenants  to  save  themselves 
from  such  a  fate,  but  who  yet  have  a  clear  appreciation  of  every 
Masonic  duty. 

We  last  year  noted  the  fact  that  the  grand  lodge  decided  to  give 
further  trial  to  its  confessedly  unpopular  law  respecting  dimission,  in 
deference  to  the  opinion  of  the  jurisprudence  committee  that  the 
opposition  to  it  was  waning.  That  year's  experience  with  it  brought 
serious  and  perplexing  defects  to  the  notice  of  the  grand  master.  The 
law  is  after  the  New  York  pattern,  designed  to  make  it  impossible — 
except  under  penalty  of  deprivation  of  some  portion  of  his  Masonic 
rights — for  a  brother  to  get  out  of  one  lodge  until  he  has  got  into 
another,  "and  the  result  is  that  in  many  cases  his  membership  is 
claimed  by  both  lodges  at  the  same  time."  Again,  the  grand  master 
found  that  under  the  strict  letter  of  its  provisions,  those  holding 
dimits  issued  years  before  the  passage  of  the  present  law  and  also 
those  holding  dimits  issued  by  lodges  in  other  states,  as  well  as  those 
who  had  accepted  the  penalties  of  complete  dimission,  were  deprived 
of  all  their  Masonic  rights  except  the  single  right  of  petitioning  for 
reinstatement,  and  were  therefore  ineligible  to  join  in  petitions  for 
new  lodges.  However,  with  Solomonic  wisdom,  he  concluded  to  ac- 
cept the  petition  for  the  privilege  of  joining  in  the  formation  of  a 
new  lodge  as  a  petition  for  reinstatement  in  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  a  Mason,  and  granted  the  dispensations,  and  in  this,  although  we 
presume  his  action  amounted  to  his  assuming  the  functions  of  a  lodge 
having  jurisdiction,  the  manifest  equities  of  his  decision  and  the 
strong  common-sense  feeling  of  what  ought  to  be,  led  the  grand  lodge 
to  approve  it  and  to  send  the  question  of  the  right  of  dimitted  Ma- 
sons to  sign  such  a  petition  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  for  an 
opinion,  with  instructions  to  report  if  found  necessary,  the  requisite 
legislation  to  give  them  this  right.  The  matter  finally  went  to  a 
special  committee,  with  Past  Grand  Master  Granger  as  chairman. 
In  their  report  the  committee  say  that  there  seems  to  be  an  irrepres- 
sible sentiment  with  many  in  favor  of  absolute  non-affiliation  at  the 
option  of  members.     Continuing,  they  say: 

This  right  long  existed  with  varying  provisions  of  the  law  as  to 
the  rights  to  which  non-affiliates  were  entitled.  The  general  claim  in 
favor  of  absolute  non-affiliation  is  that  it  should  be  with  the  rights  of 
Masonry,  barring  such  as  are  dependent  upon  lodge  membership — 
which  includes  Masonic  aid,  the  right  of  lodge  visitation,  of  Masonic 


MASONIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  75 


burial,  and  the  right  to  walk  in  Masonic  procession.  These  are  not 
all  the  rigMts  of  Masonry,  but  they  are  an  important  part  of  them. 
The  privileges  of  Masonry,  like  others  in  human  experience,  are  made 
to  depend  upon  conditions  involving  burdens  of  different  kinds,  and 
the  difficulty  in  tixing  the  relations  of  non-affiliates  to  the  craft  is  in 
the  adjustment  of  mutual  claims  as  to  benefits  and  burdens.  It  is  a 
matter  of  general  observation  that  non-affiliates  are  zealous  in  their 
claims  of  Masonic  privileges  and  benefits,  but  it  is  not  known  that 
they  manifest  the  same  zeal  as  to  obligations  and  burdens.  If  a  plan 
could  be  devised  by  which  the  right  of  non-affiliation  could  be  main- 
tained with  just  conditions  as  to  such  burdens  and  privileges  there  is 
much  reason  to  think  the  difficult  problem  might  be  justly  solved.  A 
difficulty  has  been  the  absence  of  a  law  making  the  mutual  rights  of 
the  non-affiliate  and  the  lodge  of  his  local  jurisdiction  as  to  the  right 
of  membership.  There  is  something  inherently  inequitable  in  a  non- 
affiliate  being  subjected  to  Masonic  disabilities  who  asks  in  a  lodge  of 
his  local  jurisdiction  the  right  of  lodge  membership  and  is  denied  that 
right  b}-  the  lodge. 

This  grand  lodge,  in  the  enactment  of  its  present  constitution, 
gave  consideration  to  this  particular  question)  and  with  an  entire 
year  after  its  adoption  by  one  grand  lodge  before  its  adoption  by  an- 
other, for  a  consideration  and  a  comparison  of  views,  it  expressed  its 
judgment  in  the  following  provision: 

'■Section  1,  Article  XIV.  The  right  of  every  Master  Mason  in  good 
standing  to  a  Masonic  home  is  absolute  in  the  particular  jurisdiction 
in  which  he  resides,  after  timely  residence  therein." 

The  next  section  provides: 

"Section  2.  The  grand  lodge  shall  by  appropriate  legislation 
secure  to  every  non-afhliate  Master  Mason  the  right  guaranteed  by 
the  foregoing  section  of  this  article.'' 

We  have  frequently  wondered  in  view  of  the  statement  often  re- 
peated that  non-affiliates  are'zealous  in  their  claims  of  Masonic  privi- 
leges and  benefits,  but  not  zealous  as  to  obligations  and  burdens, 
whether  those  living  in  our  neighborhood  were  different  from  the 
general  run  of  the  species,  because  they  rarely  press  their  claims  to 
any  of  the  general  rights  to  which  we  have  always  held  them  to  be 
entitled.  It  has  then  seemed  to  us  probable  that  the  statement  is 
traveling  on  the  momentum  given  it  by  some  one  who  had  a  theory  to 
sustain  by  making  it,  and  not  because  its  truth  had  been  verified. 

As  the  constitutional  requirement  as  to  appropriate  legislation 
has  never  been  complied  with,  the  committee  report  a  statute  to  take 
the  place  of  the  present  law,  requiring  the  master  of  the  lodge  to  whom 
a  non-affiliate  by  dimit  shall  petition  for  membership  after  having 
resided  six  months  within  its  jurisdiction,  to  declare  him  a  member  of 
the  lodge,  after  due  inquiry  by  a  committee,  without  a  ballot,  upon 
his  signing  the  by-laws,  unless  he  shall  be  convicted  of  some  offence 
for  which  a  higher  grade  of  punishment  than  repi'imand  is  awarded, 
on  charges  which  the  committee  of  inquiry  may  bring  against  him  as 
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the  only  alternative  to  his  being  so  installed  as  a  member.  The  rule 
as  to  punishment  is  the  same  as  in  other  trials,  and  the  trial  gives  the 
lodge  jurisdiction  to  restore  or  reinstate  as  if  the  expulsion  or  suspen- 
sion had  been  therefrom. 

Another  section  recognizes  the  right  of  dimission  of  any  member 
not  in  arrears,  under  charges  or  liable  thereto,  upon  request  and  upon 
the  order  of  the  master  at  a  stated  meeting,  and  further  provides: 

Any  dimitted  Master  Mason  in  this  grand  jurisdiction  may  receive 
and  enjoy  Masonic  privileges  and  benefits  as  if  a  member  of  a  lodge, 
except  such  as  depend  upon  lodge  membership;  but  after  a  residence 
in  any  local  jurisdiction  for  six  months,  during  which  time  he  holds  a 
dimit,  his  name  shall  be  entered  on  the  books  of  the  lodge  of  such 
local  jurisdiction,  and  he  shall  be  required  to  paj^  local  and  grand 
lodge  dues  to  such  lodge  as  if  he  were  a  member  thereof;  and  in  de- 
fault thereof  he  shall  be  subject  to  suspension,  the  same  as  if  a  mem- 
ber of  the  lodge,  with  the  same  rights  as  to  reinstatement. 

The  statute  does  not  interfere  with  his  present  right  to  affiliate 
with  any  lodge  in  the  state  (but  which  we  presume  is  not,  as  in  Illi- 
nois, recognized  as  broad  enough  to  entitle  him  to  petition  any  regular 
lodge  in  the  world),  but  any  lodge  save  the  lodge  of  local  jurisdiction 
may  accept  or  reject  such  applicant  at  its  discretion.  Past  Grand 
Master  Fellows  offered  an  amendment  which  does  not  disturb  the 
present  law,  but  is  designed  to  cure  the  defects  noted  by  Grand  Mas- 
ter Ball.  Both  were  referred  to  Past  Grand  Master  Granger's 
committee,  to  report  next  session. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  has  made  some  sensational  departures 
in  its  day,  but  none  approaching  in  that  respect  this  proposition  to 
install  a  Mason  as  a  member  of  a  lodge  without  giving  every  member 
an  opportunity  to  "signify  his  assent  or  dissent  in  his  own  prudent 
way."  It  is  perhaps  a  logical  sequence  of  the  disregard  of  the  gen- 
eral rights  of  Masons  (as  distinguished  from  the  additional  rights 
incident  to  lodge  membership)  which  has  characterized  the  legislation 
designed  to  force  brethren  into  lodges  against  their  will,  that  the 
"immemorial  right  of  a  lodge  to  control,  by  the  ballot,  its  own  mem- 
bership, should  at  last  be  swept  away;  but  it  could  hardl}'  have  been 
foreseen  that  outside  of  the  realm  of  opera  bouffe  a  proposition  could 
be  entertained  to  discourage  non-affiliation  by  attaching  to  an  at- 
tempt to  affiliate  the  risk  of  a  trial  for  one's  Masonic  life  I 

Another  phase  of  the  non-affiliate  difficulty  is  discussed  by  the 
grand  master,  a  difficulty  in  which  the  grand  lodge  may  possibly  real- 
ize the  far-reaching  results  of  its  departure  towards  grand  orientism 
in  recognizing  by  express  provision  of  law  the  grand  commandery  and 
several  other  associations  of  Masons  as  lawful  governing  bodies  in  the 
Masonr}-  of  Iowa.  The  grand  lodge  having  enacted  a  law  depriving 
dimitted  Masons  of  all  Masonic  rights  except  the  right  to  petition  for 
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reinstatement,  by  resolution  requested  the  g'rand  chapter  to  enact  a 
statute  to  prevent  any  one  from  obtaining  or  holding'  membership  in 
a  chapter  who  is  not  in  good  and  regular  standing  in  some  blue  lodge. 
The  grand  master  also  addressed  the  grand  commandery  on  the  same 
subject,  preferring  the  same  request,  although  that  body  was  not 
named  in  the  resolution,  presumably  because  the  possibility  of  its 
constituents  having  members  holding  dimits  from  both  lodge  and 
chapter  had  been  overlooked. 

The  grand  chapter  replied,  showing  that  its  law  already  covered 
the  ground,  but  the  grand  commandery  at  its  last  session  adopted  the 
following: 

Non-affiliation  in  lodge  or  chapter  does  not  prevent  one  from  peti- 
tioning for  and  receiving  the  orders  of  knighthood,  and  one  who  holds 
a  dimit  from  a  lodge  or  chapter,  so  long  as  his  Masonic  and  Capitular 
rights  have  not  been  destro3^ed,  may  petition  for  and  receive  the  or- 
ders of  knighthood  in  the  proper  commandery. 

The  grand  master's  recommendation  that  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  to  labor  with  the  grand  commandery  was  followed,  with 
the  hope  that  the  latter  will  conform  its  law  to  the  purpose  of  the 
grand  lodge.  Having  been  recognized  as  a  co-ordinate  governing  body 
in  Iowa  Masonr}-,  the  grand  commandery  may  take  it  into  its  head  to 
stand  by  the  declaration  above  quoted.  In  that  event  the  grand  lodge 
may  have  to  do  the  conforming,  and  not  only  forego  its  intention  of 
adding  to  the  single  right  of  petitioning  for  reinstatement  now  en- 
joyed by  the  non-affiliate  the  right  to  join  in  petitioning  for  a  new 
lodge,  but  sweep  all  rights  and  treat  him  as  an  expelled  Mason;  the 
alternative  being  a  continuation  of  the  present  "unpleasant"  situa- 
tion wherein  members  of  the  blue  lodge  who  are  also  members  of  the 
commandery  are  compelled  to  meet  and  fellowship  in  the  latter  body 
those  who  "cannot  visit  Masonic  lodges,  walk  in  a  Masonic  procession, 
have  Masonic  aid,  or  receive  Masonic  burial." 

Touching  the  question  of  Masonic  relief,  which  he  considered  in 
connection  with  the  Wisconsin  proposition.  Grand  Master  Ball  ex- 
presses views  in  harmony  with  the  conclusion  of  the  Chicago  congress. 
He  says: 

I  believe  that  Masonic  charity  is,  and  should  be,  universal,  and 
that  a  brother  who  is  a  member  of  an  Iowa  lodge  should  have  the 
same  right  to  ask  and  expect  Masonic  relief  from  a  lodge  in  the  state 
of  California,  or  in  the  city  of  London,  or  in  any  other  part  of  the 
world,  as  he  has  in  a  lodge  in  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  that  his  ability 
to  obtain  such  relief  should  not  be  in  any  sense  dependent  upon  the 
right  or  hope  of  the  lodge  furnishing  the  relief  to  be  reimbursed  by 
the  Iowa  lodge.  Such  relief  should  be  furnished,  if  he  is  found  wor- 
thy, to  the  extent  of  his  actual  necessities,  limited  only  by  the  ability 
of  the  parties  or  lodge  furnishing  the  assistance,  and  it  should  be 
done  without  asking  whether  or  not  the  amount  furnished  would  be 
repaid  by  his  home  lodge.     If,  after  the  relief  is  furnished,  the  lodge 
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of  which  the  brother  is  a  member  is  able  to  reimburse  the  parties  fur- 
nishing the  relief,  it  should  do  so;  but,  in  my  judgment,  this  should  be 
done  voluntarily  by  the  lodge,  and  not  under  compulsion  of  any  law. 

Whenever  the  grand  lodges  of  the  United  States  shall  generally 
adopt  a  law  making  the  reimbursement  by  a  brother's  lodge  of  the 
amount  expended  for  his  relief  compulsory.  Masonry  will  have  been 
converted  into  a  mere  guaranty  or  insurance  association,  instead  of  a 
purely  charitable  organization,  as  it  now  is.  A  person  may  then  be- 
come a  member  of  the  order  having  the  positive  assurance  that  the 
lodge  of  which  he  becomes  a  member  is  compelled  to  furnish  him  sup- 
port in  sickness,  bury  him  when  dead,  and  provide  for  his  widow  and 
children,  should  their  necessities  require  it,  after  his  death.  He  can 
obtain  the  same  relief,  only  making  it  more  certain  and  positive,  by 
joining  an  insurance  company  and  paying  a  stipulated  sum  annually 
therefor.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  broadest  Masonic  charity  when  volun- 
tarily exercised,  but  am  opposed  to  any  law  or  rule  that  provides  for 
charity  under  compulsion. 

These  views  were,  on  the  recommendation  of  a  special  committee, 
approved  and  adopted  by  the  grand  lodge.  This  is  in  complete  accord 
with  the  declaration  of  Illinois  that  "The  bestowal  of  Masonic  char- 
ity as  such  in  any  form,  is  not  and  cannot  properly  become  a  subject 
of  grand  lodge  legislation,  except  as  such  action  may  relate  to  its 
own  funds." 

The  recognizing  propensity  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  enabled 
Grand  Master  Ball  to  secure  its  ready  consent  to  participate,  through 
the  appointment  of  a  special  envoy,  with  the  "Symbolic  Grand  Lodge 
of  Hungary"  in  celebrating  the  millennial  festival  of  the  Hungarian 
people  by  the  consecration  of  a  "Freemason's  Palace"  at  Buda-Pesth, 
on  .June  21,  1896.  The  Iowa  diplomat,  if  present,  will  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  bask  in  the  distinguished  fellowship  of  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Grand  Orient  of  France,  with  which  body  the  so-called 
Grand  Lodge  of  Hungary  enjoys  the  unique  honor  of  maintaining  fra- 
ternal relations. 

In  his  remarks  about  the  librar3%  the  grand  master  reported  the 
contribution  of  a  rare; and  valuable  collection  to  the  library  museum 
by  Bro.  Dk.  Asa  Horr,  of  Dubuque,  which  had  been  placed  in  a  sep- 
arate case  and  is  known  as  the  HORR  collection.  During  the  session 
the  death  of  the  donor  was  announced  and  a  telegram  of  condolence 
was  sent  to  his  family. 

The  grand  master  had  made  very  few  decisions  during  the  year, 
none  that  he  deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  justify  reporting.  He 
had,  however,  given  many  opinions,  and  had  embodied  twenty-six  of 
these  in  a  circular  letter  to  the  lodges,  not  to  be  considered  by  the 
craft  as  general  law,  but  as  stating  the  law  as  he  understood  it  and 
for  their  help  in  similar  questions  arising  during  his  term  of  office. 

The  grand  charity  fund  system  of  affording  relief  to  the  indigent 
and  distressed  has,  in  the  opinion  of  the  grand  master,  abundantly 
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justified  the  action  of  the  grand  lodge  in  settling  down  upon  it  as  the 
most  desirable  and  economical  plan  of  Masonic  beneficence.    He  says: 

We  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  every  dollar  that  has 
been  paid  out  of  this  fund  has  been  used  directly  and  solely  for  the 
personal  relief  and  assistance  of  some  needy  brother  or  his  widow, 
and  that  no  part  of  it  has  been  used  in  the  erection  or  furnishing  of 
costl}'  buildings,  or  for  the  paj-ment  of  interest  upon  the  fund  in- 
vested or  borrowed  for  the  erection  of  such  buildings,  or  for  the  pay- 
ment of  salaries,  expenses,  and  support  of  officers  and  employees  to 
manage  and  care  for  said  buildings  and  their  inmates. 

We  have  the  further  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  relief  that 
has  been  furnished  under  this  sj-stem  has  been  in  almost  every  case 
by  the  payment  of  a  much  less  sum  than  would  be  necessary  for  the 
total  support  of  the  persons  thus  assisted.  Had  these  same  persons 
been  sent  to  a  Masonic  home  the  whole  expense  of  their  support  must 
have  been  borne  by  the  grand  lodge.  As  it  is,  they  have  remained  at 
their  own  homes  with  their  families,  and  with  their  own  friends,  and 
the  amount  paid,  though  much  less  than  would  have  been  necessary 
to  support  them  in  a  Masonic  home,  has  undoubtedly  been  of  much 
greater  benefit  to  them  by  reason  of  their  being  permitted  to  remain 
with  their  families  and  friends. 

His  opinion  that  the  method  of  distributing  the  fund  is  not  per- 
fect is  abundantly  justified  by  the  report  of  the  trustees.  Both  con- 
cur in  recommending  the  repeal  of  the  provision  of  law  depriving 
lodges  of  relief  from  the  fund  whose  dues,  or  dues  and  contributions, 
do  not  amount  to  .'^2.50  per  member  annually.  The  grand  lodge 
adopted  the  report  of  the  jurisprudence  committee  recommending 
the  adoption  of  a  substitute  for  the  restrictive  provisions  and  leaving 
the  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  trustees;  the  report,  which  was 
also  agreed  to,  insisting  at  the  same  time  that  the  sum  named  ought 
to  be  the  minimum  of  lodge  dues,  to  the  end  that  there  may  be  money 
in  the  treasury  for  charitable  emergencies. 

In  the  grand  secretary's  report  we  find  the  following  item  reflect- 
ing the  enterprise  and  public  spirit  of  the  Masons  of  Cedar  Rapids, 
the  home  of  the  grand  lodge  library: 

The  Masons  and  Masonic  bodies  of  Cedar  Rapids  have  commenced 
work  upon  the  Masonic  Temple  the}'  are  erecting  for  the  use  of 
lodges,  chapter,  Chapter  Order  Eastern  Star,  and  commandery:  also 
for  the  several  consistorial  bodies  of  the  Scottish  Rite,  together  with 
El  Kahir  Temple  of  the  Nobles  of  thje  Mystic  Shrine,  stockholders  in 
the  association— the  cost  to  be  $100,000. 

We  presume  this  was  published  "for  information,"  but  was  not  in 
the  nature  of  an  information  filed  under  the  provisions  of  chapter  37 
of  the  Code  against  the  members  of  the  androgynous  order  and  the 
Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  neither  of  which  organizations  is  named 
in  the  Iowa  schedule  of  lawful  bodies,  and  both,  therefore,  prohibited 
under  drastic  penalties.  Can  such  things  be?  Are  the  imperial  in- 
terests to  be  ruined  by  Mohammedan  cheap  labor? 
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The  yrand  lodg-e  accepted  the  courtesies  of  the  brethren  of  Boone 
in  the  form  of  an  entertainment  given  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day, 
in  the  Methodist  church — where  the  body  held  its  sessions— consisting 
of  addresses,  responses  and  music;  chartered  ten  new  lodges;  learned 
through  the  report  of  the  committee  on  necrology  of  the  death  of 
Past  Grand  Junior  Warden  A.  R.  West;  decided'to  take  membership 
in  the  General  iVIasonic  Relief  Association:  made  an  appropriation  to 
enable  Past  Grand  Master  Z.  C.  LuSE  to  keep  up  his  insurance  in  the 
Iowa  Masonic  Benevolent  Association,  he  having  become  financially 
embarrassed,  a  fact  which  all  who  are  familiar  with  his  former  active 
interest  will  regret  to  learn;  voted  to  meet  next  year  at  Oskaloosa, 
and  killed  a  resolution  declaring  it  to  be  the  sense  of  the  body  that 
hereafter  the  term  of  office  of  the  grand  master  should  be  for  one 
year. 

George  W.  Ball,  of  Iowa  City,  grand  master;  Theodore  S.  Par- 
VIN,  Cedar  Rapids,  grand  secretary,  were  re-elected. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (163  pp.)  is  again  from  the  strong 
and  graceful  hand  of  Bro.  J.  C.  W.  COXE,  who  finds  material  for 
nearly  five  pages  of  fraternal  comment  and  criticism  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  our  grand  lodge  for  1895.  At  the  outset  he  proves  himself  an 
apt  student  of  physiognomy  and  a  firm  limner  of  character  in  one, 
adequately  drawing  that  of  Past  Grand  Master  Goddard  from  his 
portrait  in  six  strong  words:  "Every  inch  a  man  and  brother." 

Custom  does  not  stale  his  repugnance  to  the  practice  of  printing 
the  opening  prayer  of  the  grand  chaplain,  and  thereanent  he  reaffirms 
his  criticism  of  former  years. 

The  report  of  our  committee  on  jurisprudence  leaves  him  in  the 
dark  as  to  whether  Illinois  law  requires  the  lodge  to  be  at  labor  for  a 
funeral  service,  he  being  without  the  Book  of  Ceremonials  there  re- 
ferred to.  The  lodge  is  at  labor — the  same  as  in  Iowa.  Of  three 
other  matters  he  says: 

•At  the  morning  session  of  the  second  day  the  committee  on  cre- 
dentials reported,  but  they  do  not  tell  us  how  many  lodges  were 
represented.  Seven  i^ast  grand  masters  were  in  attendance.  The  en- 
rollment uf  these  is  not,  as  it  appears  to  us  should  be  the  case,  in  the 
order  of  seniority.  We  are  honored  in  having  in  the  list  of  "Repre- 
sentatives of  other  grand  lodges"  the  name  of  "John  C.  Smith,  Iowa,"' 
even  though  we  did  discontinue  the  grand  representative  system  some 
years  ago. 

We  must  admit  that  all  these  exceptions  are  well  taken.  Re- 
specting the  enrollment  of  the  past  grand  masters  it  is  evident  that 
they  were  taken  in  the  order  of  their  presence  becoming  known  and 
not  afterwards  rearranged.  We  can  only  account  for  the  retention 
of  the  name  of  the  last  representative  from  Iowa  by  attributing  it  to 
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the  strong-  traditional  repugnance  of  our  jurisdiction  to  "dropping- 
from  the  rolls." 

Complimentary  mention  is  made  of  thenecrological  report  of  Bro. 
George  W.  Warvelle  and  the  address  of  Grand  Orator  .John  C. 
Black. 

Two  and  one-half  pages  are  g-iven  to  the  Illinois  report  on  corre- 
spondence, chieHy  to  matters  referring  to  Iowa.  Our  remark  that  a 
full  index  to  his  report  g-reatly  enhanced  its  value  gives  him  full  war- 
rant for  the  suggestion  that  we  go  and  do  likewise.  Alas!  it  is  not 
preachers  and  guide-boards  alone  that  sometimes  indicate  the  true 
way  and  go  not  themselves  therein.  Our  disposition  to  do  right  in 
this  particular  is  strong  enough,  but  we  have  never  yet  had  time  be- 
tween the  paging  and  presentation  of  a  report  to  prepare  an  index. 

Bro.  COXE  labors  at  the  disadvantage  which  always  besets  a  re- 
viewer who  comes  into  a  discussion  too  late  to  know  what  has  passed 
before.  This  is  apparent  in  his  comments  on  our  reference  to  the 
case  of  Graves,  before  the  Iowa  committee  on  appeals  and  griev- 
ances last  year,  noticed  in  our  last  report.  Touching  his  possible 
implication  of  discourtesy  on  our  part  towards  the  sovereign  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  and  the  thirty  thousand  Master  Masons  of  its  obedi- 
ence, in  speaking  of  chapter  37  of  its  code  as  'that  shameless  statute,' 
we  trust  our  brother  will  credit  us  with  speaking  in  a  Pickwickian 
sense  and  mentally  separating  the  man,  or  men,  from  the  act.  Our 
sense  of  duty  forbids  that  we  should  hunt  for  a  softer  adjective:  but 
while  abating  nothing  of  our  abhorrence  of  the  act  itself,  we  recog- 
nize the  fact  that  the  thirty  thousand  craftsmen  of  Iowa  are  natur- 
ally no  more  prone  to  injustice  than  an  equal  number  in  any  other 
jurisdiction,  nor  more  nor  less  liable  to  be  swept  away  by  passion  and 
prejudice  ingeniously  appealed  to  by  trusted  leaders. 

Bro.  CoxE  says: 

Brother  Bobbins  reviews  the  report  of  the  committee  on  appeals 
and  grievances  in  the  case  of  J.  G.  Graves,  and  the  action  thereon, 
showing  his  accustomed  antagonism  to  chapter  37  and  his  loyalty  to 
Brother  .John  Scott.  He  declares  that  Graves  was  expelled  b}^  Grand 
Master  Gamble  "under  the  forms  of  chapter  37  of  the  Iowa  Code,  but 
really  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  that  shameless  statute."  Pass- 
ing the  question  of  courtesy  to  the  sovereign  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa 
and  the  thirty  thousand  Master  Masons  of  its  obedience  which  is  in- 
volved in  his  characterization  of  the  statute  referred  to,  we  venture 
modestly  to  suggest  that  declamation  falls  far  short  of  demonstra- 
tion, and  that  it  is  in  order  to  file  a  bill  of  particulars  setting  forth 
the  violation  of  law  which  is  charged  upon  Past  Grand  Master  Gam- 
ble. That  it  should  have  required  four  years  for  the  memoriolist  to 
find  out  that  he  had  been  grievously  wronged  and  be  led  to  seek 
redress,  and  a  longer  period  for  our  learned  brother  correspondent  to 
detect  the  flagrant  violation  of  law  involved  in  the  sentence  pro- 
nounced against  him,  seems  passing  strange  to  the  unsophisticated 
mind. 
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It  i.s  one  of  the  disadvantages  to  which  we  alluded,  that  our 
brother  took  up  this  matter  too  late  to  be  aware  that  we  had  once 
filed  just  such  a  bill  as  he  suggests  is  now  in  order.  Otherwise  he 
would  not  have  asked  for  it,  nor  would  he  have  been  amazed  at  our 
tardy  detection  of  a  flagrant  violation  of  law.  We  have  so  much  of 
pleasure  in  duplicating  that  bill  here  as  may  be  derived  from  being 
able  to  accede  to  a  reasonable  request.  We  copy  from  page  268  of 
our  report  of  1891,  including  so  much  of  our  comments  on  the  record 
(which  in  itself  is  the  bill  of  particulars)  as  serves  to  show  when  the 
flagrant  violation  of  law  was  detected  and  so  much  also  as  will  serve 
another  purpose,  later: 

We  now  recur  to  the  closing  remark  of  Grand  Master  Gamble  in 
the  quotation  made  above,  that  '"these  cases  will  in  due  time  be  taken 
up  for  final  action  and  disposal."  Bro.  Parvin  complains  that  Bro. 
Gamble  is  unjustly  criticised  for  simply  carrying  out  the  mandatorj^ 
legislation  of  his  grand  lodge.  Let  us  see.  And  first  let  us  recall  the 
fact  that  in  the  interest  of  one  of  the  parties  to  this  factional  broil 
among  the  imperialists  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa  has  volunteered — 
we  use  the  term  volunteered  out  of  deference  to  Bro.  Parvin  who  saj^s 
that  the  supreme  council  didn't  have  any  hand  in  the  business — to  over- 
throw the  jurisprudence  of  the  Charges  of  a  Freemason  and  substitute 
the  Star  Chamber  proceedings  of  an  inquisition  foreign  to  the  "vicin- 
age." In  other  words,  while  in  the  case  of  all  the  felonies  of  the 
catalogue,  original  jurisdiction  is  left  with  the  lodge  where  the  land- 
mark places  it,  in  the  case  of  those  who  oft'end  against  the  majesty  of 
the  reigning  dynasty  of  the  Holy  Empire  it  is  taken  from  the  lodge 
and  vested  in  the  grand  lodge,  or,  during  the  recess,  in  the  grand  mas- 
ter to  be  by  him  exercised  through  a  royal  commission  appointed  by 
the  crown  to  try  the  cases  in  which  the  crown  itself  has  brought  the 
complaint  and  framed  the  indictment.  It  is  in  this  class  of  cases 
that  the  Draconian  law  recently  enacted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa 
applies,  including  the  following  section  quoted  by  Grand  Master 
Gamble  in  his  report: 

By  Section  372  of  the  Code  i,t  is  provided,  among  other  things, that 
"in  all  eases  where  the  proceedings  herein  provided  for  are  had  when 
the  grand  lodge  is  not  in  session,  and  when  the  committee  by  its  re- 
port finds  that  the  accused  is  guilty  of  the  charges  preferred,  such 
report  and  findings  shall  be  entered  of  record  in  the  office  of  the 
grand  secretary,  and  from  that  date  the  accused  shall  stand  suspended 
from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Masonry  until  the  next  session  of 
the  grand  lodge,  when  final  action  shcdl  be  teikenon  such  report  by  the  Grand 
Lodge. 

The  italics  are  ours. 

We  now  quote  from  the  record  at  the  time  these  cases  were 
"taken  up  for  final  action  and  disposal:" 

Grand  Master  Gamble  presented  and  read  his  report  upon  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  take  testimony  and  report  their 
findings  in  reference  to  certain  Masons  (1.3)  charged  with  unmasonic 
conduct  by  the  junior  grand  warden. 

At  the  conclusion  of  which  he  declared  each  and  all  of  the  follow- 
ing  eight   Masons  duly   and  legallj'^  "expelled  from   all  the  rights, 
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privileges,  and  benefits  of  Masonry,'''  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws 
of  the  grand  lodge,  viz: 

J.  G.  Graves,  Mt.  Hermon  Lodge  No.  263,  Cedar  Rapids. 

[Here  follow  seven  other  names.] 

And  further,  That  this  declaration  and  paper  be  entered  of  record 
as  part  af  the  proceedings  of  this  grand  lodge. 

Again  the  italics  are  ours  and  they  emphasize  the  fact  that  the 
act 'by  which  eight  Masons  by  him  found  guilty  of  the  crime  of  con- 
structive treason  defined  by  an  ex  post  facto  law  are  declared  duly  and 
legally  expelled  by  the  grand  master,  is  ordered  to  be  entered  of 
record  as  part  of  the  proceedings  of  the  grand  lodge,  when,  notwithstanding 
the  unmistakable  provision  of  the  law  that  "final  action  shall  be  taken 
on  such  report  by  the  grand  lodge,"  that  body  is  not  permitted  to 
open  its  lips! 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  waste  of  Bro.  Parvin's  fiery  indigna- 
tion at  our  speaking  of  the  executive  of  his  grand  lodge  as  a  prose- 
cuting attorney,  aired  as  it  was  in  the  superfluous  defence  of  a  grand 
master  who  is  not  only  swift  to  be  the  detective,  prosecuting  at- 
torney, jury,  and  judge  which  the  latter  day  jurisprudence  of  Iowa 
makes  him,  but  is  also  emulous  of  the  title  "Lord  High  Executioner." 

Bro.  COXE  says  the  memorialist  did  not  originally  enter  a  denial 
of  the  charges  against  him,  nor  did  he  in  his  memorial  of  1895,  but 
rests  his  whole  contention  on  a  (possible)  clerical  error  in  the  original 
citation,  an  error  which  if  it  existed  was  immaterial.  We  do  not  un- 
derstand that  because  the  committee  on  appeals  and  grievances  saw 
fit  to  assume  that  the  fact  that  the  charge  of  unmasonic  conduct 
was  made  against  Graves  while  the  specification  under  the  charge 
calls  him  Smith  was  the  whole  ground  of  contention  in  the  memorial, 
that  such  was  really  the  case.  The  real  contention — that  which  the 
committee  innocently  or  adroitly  avoided  tackling  by  siezing  upon 
what  Bro.  CoxE  recognizes  as  an  immaterial  point — was  not  simply 
that  the  charge  had  not  been  .brought  in  the  alleged  ofl:"ender's  own 
lodge,  hut  that  it  had  not  been  brought  in  any  lodge  at  all,  and  that  he  was 
suffering  the  deprivation  of  his  Masonic  rights  through  ";/ie  irregular, 
illegal,  and  icrongfnl  act  of  tlie  grand  master.''''  A  review  of  this  conten- 
tion by  the  committee  under  the  electric  glare  of  the  landmark  which 
declares  the  lodges,  and  not  the  grand  master,  to  be  the  proper  and 
competent  judges  in  such  matters,  would  have  involved  possibilities 
of  real  value. 

In  view  of  the  confession  of  the  committee  that  they  knew  of  no 
course  or  recommendation  that  vv^ould  relieve  the  condition  of  the 
memorialist,  we  were  fortunately  moved  to  inquire  whether  those  ex- 
pelled for  a  baser  crime  were,  like  this  offender,  hopelessly  fixed  in  an 
eternal  state,  or  only  those  who  offended  against  the  ruling  dynasty 
of  the  Holy  Empire  who  thus  suffer  the  doom  of  the  final  impenitent, 
whereupon  Bro.  CoxE  says: 
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We  are  jj^lad  to  have  the  incidental  evidence  afforded  by  the  above 
extract  as  to  Brother  Kobbins'  orthodoxy,  and  hasten  to  assure  him 
that  the  only  barrier  in  the  way  of  "this  offender"  is  his  impenitence; 
if  he  is  "fixed  in  an  eternal  state"  it  is  of  his  own  choosing;  unless  he 
sees  fit  to  recant  we  can't — restore  him  to  lost  estate. 

We  were  fortunate  because  our  question  not  only  secured  at  least 
a  quiisi  endorsement  of  our  orthodoxy  from  one  whose  good  wit  be- 
speaks him  an  expert,  but  brought  out  the  fact  of  impenitence,  which 
the  committee  could  not  disclose  without  bringing  them  perilously 
near  the  main  question. 

Bro.  CoxE  fails  to  see  the  force  of  our  defence  against  his  criti- 
cism of  our  language  respecting  the  New  York  committee  on  juris- 
prudence, and  further  says: 

We  also  utterly  fail  to  see  the  slightest  sign  of  the  peril  to  the 
integrity  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  which  calls  forth  such  repeated 
warnings  from  our  esteemed  brother.  He  sees  "machinations"  where 
we  see  no  evidence  of  dissembling  or  of  disloyalty;  and  we  dislike  to 
be  put  in  the  category,  or  to  have  our  friends  so  placed,  when  we  are 
conscious  of  none  but  pure  motives  and  unswerving  loyalty  to  the 
craft.  The  so-called  "Holy  Empire"  membership  is  within  the  body 
of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  is  amenable  thereto;  we  do  not  concede 
that  the  tail  can  wag  the  dog  so  readily  as  some  good  brethren  seem 
prepared  to  admit. 

It  was  with  reference  to  this  that  we  said  we  had  a  latent  purpose 
in  quoting  from  our  report  of  1891  our  comments  on  the  "bill  of  par- 
ticulars in  the  Graves  case."  The}'  pointed  out  how  the  integrity  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masonry  was  imperilled  by  the  overthrow  of  its  juris- 
prudence in  the  substitution  of  star  chamber  proceedings  by  an  inquisi- 
tion, for  trial  by  a  jury  of  the  vicinage,  and  they  show  in  whose  inter- 
ests— in  Iowa  at  least — the  dog  gets  wagged  by  the  imperial  tail. 

In  closing  his  review  of  our  report  Bro.  Coxe  deprecates  further 
discussion  over  their  anti-Cerneau  legislation,  which  he  says  has 
brought  peace  to  their  jurisdiction. 

Order  does  seem  to  reign  in  Warsaw. 

Bro.  CoxE  includes  in  his  report  an  eighteen  page  paper  on  "Mex- 
ican Masonry"  by  the  grand  secretary,  Past  Grand  Master  Theodore 
S.  Parvin.  It  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the  first  being  an  argumen- 
tative history  of  Masonry  in  our  sister  republic,  and  the  second  de- 
voted to  the  formation  of  the  symbolic  grand  diet:  to  reminiscences 
of  a  personal  visit  to  Mexico,  which  are  very  interesting  for  all 
reasons,  and  to  a  labored  attempt  to  justify  bj'  precedents,  real  and 
imaginary,  and  special  pleadings  thereon,  the  Mexican  practices  which 
he  starts  out  by  condemning — the  substitution  of  the  "Book  of  Con- 
stitutions" for  the  Bible  in  the  lodges,  and  the  admission  of  women  to 
the  degrees.  He  also  takes  up  the  question  of  the  legitimacy  of  ori- 
gin of  the  Mexican  and  other  lodges  of  Scottish  Rite  parentage,  inci- 
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C2ntally  exhibiting"  the  sore  spots  where  the  raw  has  been  touched  by- 
criticisms  of  his  action  in  holding  Masonic  intercourse  with  bodies 
whose  recognition  by  grand  lodges  as  lawfully  constituted  bodies  of 
Masons  it  is  confessedly  beyond  his  possibilities  to  explain.  Until  the 
question  of  legitimacy  is  settled  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  discuss  how 
wide  in  other  things  must  be  the  departure  or  how  glaring  the  dissent 
from  the  original  plan  before  Masonry  becomes  unrecognizable  b}' 
those  who  still  do  lip-service  to  the  ancient  landmarks.  Incidentall}^ 
we  have  discussed  the  question  of  legitimacy  in  our  review  of  Kansas, 
and  in  our  review  of  Louisiana  have  copied  largely  from  Bro.  Fel- 
lows, with  whom,  on  this  subject,  we  are  in  complete  accord,  so  that 
we  have  less  regret  than  we  should  otherwise  have  had  at  being  com- 
pelled by  lack  of  both  time  and  space  to  forego  any  critical  examina- 
tion of  Bro.  Parvin's  apochryphal  stories,  his  reckless  statements  of 
alleged  facts,  and  his  non  sequiturs.  We  prefer  to  give  up  the  remain- 
ing space  that  we  can  possibly  spare  to  Iowa,  to  the  remarks  of  Bro. 
COXE  on  this  subject: 

We  have  redeemed  the  promise  of  our  introduction,  in  furnishing 
a  ijaper  on  Mexican  Masonry  from  the  pen  of  our  honored  grand  sec- 
retary. Its  historical  value  will  be  readily  recognized;  few  writers 
have  facility  of  access  to  the  sources  of  information  from  which  Bro. 
Parvin  has  been  able  to  draw.  Possibly  not  all  of  his  positions  will 
pass  unchallenged;  not  all  of  his  reasonings  produce  general  convic- 
tion; but  all  must  admit  the  clearness,  the  courage,  and  the  candor 
of  his  discussion,  and  the  indebtedness  of  the  craft  to  the  author  for 
his  matured  views  upon  this  controverted  question.  As  we  have  be- 
fore said,  there  are  two  well-defined  parties  to  this  discussion,  as  well 
as  two  well-defined  points  therein;  and  highlj^  as  we  revere  our  hon- 
ored grand  secretary,  and  ready  as  we  are  to  accord  to  him  his  meed 
of  praise  as  a  learned  and  skilled  craftsman,  we  must  yet  recognize 
the  fact  that  there  are  others,  ''first  among  their  equals,"  who  do  not 
concur  in,  but  controvert,  his  conclusions. 

For  our  own  part  we  are  not  yet  prepared  to  recommend  the  recog- 
nition of  the  gran  dieta.  Aside  from  all  question  of  legitimacy  of 
origin— and  upon  this  the  battle  is  between  the  giants;  let  no  venture- 
some SanchoPanza  poise  a  lance  when  the  peers  of  the  Black  Prince 
are  afield — we  cannot  resist  the  conviction  that  there  is  a  lack  of  in- 
genuousness on  the  part  of  some,  at  least,  of  the  witnesses  of  whose 
testimony  we  are  cognizant.  The  facts  concerning  authorized  irreg- 
ularities and  infringement  of  fundamental  landmarks  were  for  a  long 
time  kept  in  reserve,  or  were  denied;  the  integrity  of  those  who  made 
such  charges  was  challenged;  when  the  admission  of  the  facts  became 
inevitable,  justification  was  attempted  and  excuses  were  glibly  and  in 
extenso  forthcoming:  and  finall}^  by  an  exercise  of  authority  as  arbi- 
trary as  was  the  original  wrong-doing,  attempt  is  made  to  secure 
favor  by  a  revocation  of  the  charters  of  women's  lodges  and  the  pro- 
hibition of  rights  before  freely  and  unreservedly  bestowed.  No 
oflfence  is  alleged  against  those  thus  made  scape-goats;  no  charges  are 
preferred,  no  citation  issued,  no  defence  heard,  no  trial  held;  not  even 
a  decent  regard  to  the  rude  forms  of  .Judge  Lynch  was  observed,  but 
a  summary  order  for  execution  was  issued,  and  the  executioners, 
pointing  to  decapitated  lodges   and  disfranchised  Masons,  pose  as 
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saints,  and  ask  admission  to  the  company  of  the  faithful  without  even 
a  profession  of  penitence  or  a  prayer  for  pardon.  To  us  this  whole 
procedure  is  alike  undignilied  and  unmasonic:  we  are  not  ready  to 
give  to  it  even  quasi  endorsement.  As  to  the  other  matter  of  conten- 
tion— the  presence  or  absence  of  the  Great  Light;  upon  this  there  is  a 
similar  disingenuousness.  It  is  averred  that  the  Bible  is  not  excluded 
from  lodges,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  permitted:  although  the 
uniform  testimony  is  that  the  Book  of  Constitutions  is  invariably 
found  upon  the  altar,  with  rarely  a  Bible  in  sight  an^^where  in  the 
lodge.  Such  permission  of  the  Great  Light  strikes  us  very  much  like 
a  purpose  to 

"Damn  with  faint  praise,  assent  with  civil  leer, 
And  without  sneering  teach  the  rest  to  sneer; 
Willing  to  wound,  and  yet  afraid  to  strike." 

If  it  be  said  that  the  use  of  our  (Protestant)  Bible  cannot  vviseh' 
be  insisted  upon  in  a  country  where  the  Catholic  influence  has  so  long 
dominated  the  people,  we  reply  that  such  is  not  our  contention,  but 
that  the  use  of  a  sacred  book — a  book  of  religion — is  a  proper  Masonic 
requirement.  The  Douay  version  of  the  scriptures  would  meet  all  of 
the  requirements  in  the  case,  as  would  the  Koran  in  Mohammedan 
countries,  or  the  Zend  Avesta,  or  the  books  of  Confucius  in  countries 
where  these  are  so  generally  recognized.  But  the  Book  of  Constitu- 
tions is  not  a  book  of  religion  any  more  than  is  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence or  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  averred  that 
none  can  point  out  a  law  or  landmark  which  requires  the  presence  of 
the  Great  Light  upon  Masonic  altars.  We  reply  that  usage  makes 
law;  universal  consensus  establishes  landmarks;  uniform  observance 
of  a  custom  for  a  century  has  well  nigh  the  force  and  authority  of 
Magna  Charta.  ''The  unwritten  law"  is  recognized  in  the  Masonic 
Code  of  Iowa  equally  with  the  written  law,  and  as  imposing  a  limita- 
tion upon  the  latter.  "The  letter  killeth;  the  spirit  givethlife."  The 
intent  and  purpose  of  an  institution  like  Freemasonry  is  larger  and 
broader  than  its  written  code  or  creed.  We  believe  in  the  universal- 
ity of  Masonry;  but  we  do  not  believe  in  it  as  a  universality  of  nega- 
tions, but  rather  as  having  a  world-wide  and  age-long"  basis  in  the 
Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of  men.  The  latter  is  impos- 
sible without  the  former;  hence  was  recognition  promptly  and  prop- 
erl}^  withdrawn  from  the  Grand  Grient  of  France  when  that  body 
withdrew  recognition  from  the  Supreme  Being.  The  presence  of  the 
Great  Light  does  not  make  men  religious,  nor  does  it  indicate  that 
they  are  religious:  but  its  absence  from  our  altars  would  be  a  tacit 
declaration  of  atheism  which,  would  belie  all  Masonic  teaching  and 
tradition. 

We  have  full  sympathy  with  the  American  residents  in  the  cities 
of  our  neighboring  republic  who  are  members  of  the  craft;  but  we 
question  the  wisdom  of  haste  in  seeking  to  afford  to  them  relief  from 
self-imposed  burdens.  For  good  and  sutficint  reasons  the}'  voluntaril}^ 
went  where  they  are:  if  they  have  chosen  Masonic  affiliations  which 
debar  them  from  the  right  of  visitation  in  Iowa  or  Illinois,  that  is  bj' 
no  fault  of  these  jurisdictions.  We  require  adherents  of  Cerneauism 
to  renounce  allegiance  thereto  as  a  condition  of  restored  fellowship: 
we  certainly  have  the  right  to  impose  restrictions  elsewhere.  We 
can  better  afford  to  let  the  gran  dieta  wait  awhile  and  prove  the  gen- 
uineness of  its  reforms  and  its  thorough  loyalt}'  to  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry,  than  to  hastil}^  accord  recognition,  and  challenge  thereb}^ 
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the  adverse  judgrnent  of  nearly  the  entire  Masonic  world.     It  is  bet- 
ter to  make  haste  slowly  than  to  have  occasion  to  "repent  at  leisure." 

We  have  only  time  to  add  that  one  who  possesses  the  insight  and 
the  power  of  expression,  and  the  regard  for  law  and  the  appreciation  of 
its  spirit  which  characterize  this  apt  criticism  of  the  apolog'ists  for 
the  unmasonic  practices  of  Mexican  lodges,  need  not  fear  to  poise  a 
lance  no  matter  who  is  "afield." 


KANSAS,  1896. 
40th  Annual.  Wichita.  February  19. 

The  diplomatic  gallery  was  well  filled,  twenty-three  ambassadors 
being  present,  among-  them  Past  Grand  Master  M.  M.  Miller,  the 
representative  of  Illinois. 

The  grand  master  (James  H.  McCall)  was  happily  able  to  an- 
nounce that  none  of  the  past  g^rand  officers  had  died  during-  the  j^ear, 
but  for  all  this  there  was  abundant  demand  for  the  exercise  of  sym- 
pathy not  only  for  the  Kansas  craft  but  for  the  many  outside  of  Kan- 
sas who  know  and  esteem  Past  Grand  Master  OWEN  A.  Bassett,  who, 
as  we  learn  from  the  grand  master,  has  had  the  misfortune  to  be  com- 
pelled to  sufl:er  the  amputation  of  one  of  his  limbs;  and  Past  Grand 
Master  John  M.  Price,  Bro.  Bassett'S  immediate  predecessor  in 
the  grand   east,   whose  failing  health  forbade   his  presence  at  this 

communication. 

I 

Lists  of  purposes  for  which  dispensations  are  declined  sometimes 

reflect  queer  freaks  on  the  part  of  lodges,  none  perhaps  queerer  than 

the  following  reported  by  Grand  Master  McCall:     "To  appear  as  a 

lodge  to  clear  up   ruins  of  a  hall  after  a  fire."     He  might  have  let 

them  down  easily  by  tendering  a  dispensation  to  appear  as  citizens  in 

smock  frocks  and  overalls. 

Among  the  seven  decisions  reported  are  the  following-: 

1.  It  is  unlawful  for  the  craft  to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  an  opera 
house,  auditorium,  or  any  building-  to  be  erected  by  an  individual  or 
corporation  for  the  purpose  of  gain.  Such  ceremonies  shall  be  con- 
fined exclusively  to  public  buildings,  monuments  and  structures,  reli- 
gious, educational,  and  charitable  institutions. 

2.  A  lodge  should  not  pass  resolutions  censuring-  the  acts  of  any 
individual  or  organization,  or  take  any  Masonic  notice  of  the  acts  of 
the  profane. 
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5.  A  lodge  cannot  enforce  the  collection  of  dues  in  advance. 

T.  The  committee  on  investigation,  on  all  petitions  received  bj' a 
lodge,  shall  make  an  oral  report,  and  no  record  shall  be  made,  either 
on  the  petition  or  with  the  proceedings,  indicating  the  nature  of  such 
report. 

Touching  the  subject  matter  of  No.  1,  while  the  grand  master  is  a 
law  unto  himself  in  determining  where  the  line  should  be  drawn,  we 
thoroughl}-  agree  with  Grand  Master  McCall'S  iudgment  as  to  what 
is  in  accord  with  usage  and  compatible  with  the  dignity  of  the  grand 
lodge.  In  this  and  in  No.  2  he'shows  a  true  appreciation  of  the  proper 
attitude  of  Masonry.  No.  5  is' timely  as  well  as  true.  No.  7  reflects 
what  has  for  years  been  statutory  law  in  Illinois. 

Last  year,  by  a  vote  of  562  ayes  to  268  noes,  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Kansas  adopted  a  resolution  rescinding  the  action  by  which  the  funds 
accruing  from  an  extra  assessment  of  one  dollar  levied  the  previous 
year  and  ordered  to  be  paid  to  the  Kansas  Masonic  Home,  and  trans- 
ferring this  and  all  available  surplus  to  the  grand  charity  fund,  and 
the  per  capita  dues  were  reduced  from  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  to 
fifty  cents.  Grand  Master  McCall  discussed  the  question  of  the 
Home  at  some  length,  giving  statistics  derived  from  a  letter  of  in- 
quiry sent  to  each  lodge.     He  says: 

Reports  received  from  24-5  lodges  show  172  in  good  financial  condi- 
tion: forty-seven  without  either  money  or  debt:  twenty-six  financially 
crippled  or  in  debt.  Seventy-one  Masons"  widows  and  orphans  have 
received  relief,  twenty-one  of  whom  are  now  in  absolute  need  of  such 
care  and  attention  as  could  only  be  given  them  in  a  Home.  Most  of 
them  are  in  advanced  years,  and  having  no  immediate  friends  or  rela- 
tives able  to  help  them,  and  the  lodges  financially  unable  to  provide 
for  their  proper  care.  In  considering  the  above  statistics  it  must  be 
remembered  that  106  lodges  have  as  yet  made  no  reply  to  my  request. 

After  referring  to  the  action  of  last  year,  and  giving  the  amount 
of  the  balance  of  the  Masonic  Home  fund  in  the  grand  treasury  as 
$37,244.08,  he  says: 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  incumbent  upon  the  grand  lodge  at  this 
time  to  take  some  action  with  reference  to  the  disposition  that  is  to 
be  made  of  this  fund.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  the 
amount  collected  by  special  assessment  in  1893.  and  the  one  dollar  ad- 
ditional dues  collected  in  1894,  be  turned  over  to  the  board  of  direct- 
ors of  the  Masonic  Home,  in  accordance  with  the  original  intention 
of  such  assessment  and  increased  dues. 

This  was  endorsed  by  the  committee  on  reports  of  grand  officers, 
and  the  recommendation  was  concurred  in  without  division. 

On  the  subject  of  work  the  grand  master  says: 

During  my  tour  among  the  lodges  I  witnessed  the  conferring  of 
all  the  degrees,  and  am  pleased  to  report  that  all  the  lodges  visited, 
with  one  exception,  are  endeavoring  to  render  the  work  accurately 
and  in  strict  conformity  to  that  adopted  by  this  grand  lodge,  therebj' 
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obeying  the  constitution  and  obligations  taken.  The  one  exception 
mentioned  is  one  of  the  largest  lodges  in  the  state,  and  one  which  has 
earned  an  enviable  reputation  for  fine  ritualistic  effects.  This  lodge, 
while  aiming  to  give  the  language  of  the  ritual  correctly,  departs 
from  the  established  floor  movements  and  instructions  of  the  work  in 
very  many  particulars,  and  injects  into  the  work  manj^  features 
which,  while  undoubtedly  adding  to  the  dramatic  effect  of  a  degree 
and  making  it  most  beautiful,  has  not  a  particle  of  warrant  of  au- 
thority in  the  work  in  my  possession.  This  grand  lodge  has  spent 
much  time  and  money  in  attempting  to  secure  uniformity  of  work  in 
the  lodges  throughout  the  jurisdiction,  and  if  each  lodge  should  be 
permitted  to  incorporate  its  own  peculiar  ideas  as  to  work,  all  this 
time  and  money  would  have  been  spent  in  vain.  Freemasonry  has  ex- 
isted from  time  immemorial  because  no  innovations  upon  its  usages, 
customs,  and  landmarks  have  been  permitted,  and  strict  compliance 
with  the  constitution,  laws,  rules,  and  edictsof  the  grand  lodge  should 
be  required  from  all  its  constituents. 

This  was  approved  by  the  grand  lodge. 

The  report  of  the  grand  secretary  (Albert  K.  Wilson)  is  very 
complete,  fully  reflecting  the  business  of  his  office.  He  assumes  that 
in  the  matter  of  grand  lodge  dues  and  special  assessments  levied  by 
the  grand  lodge,  the  warrant  for  their  payment  may  be  drawn  at  the 
proper  time  by  the  master  and  secretary  without  action  by  the  lodge, 
and  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  and  the  grand  lodge  formally 
sustained  this  view. 

The  grand  orator  (Horace  W.  Gleasom)  delivered  ^a  brief  but 
comprehensive  address,  in  which,  after  having  said  that  when  the 
papacy  was  formed  Masonry  was  hoary  with  age;  that  when  the 
Jewish  church  received  its  grand  ceremonial  from  God  through 
the  hand  of  Moses,  Masonry  was  an  ancient  institution,  and  that 
when  Abraham  left  his  kindred  to  journey  to  the  promised  land,  and 
paused  to  rest  under  the  shadow  of  the  temple  of  Karnak,  he  there 
looked  upon  the  work  of  Masons,  he  comes  down  to  earth  and  gives 
a  very  good  exposition  of  the  duties  which  a  Mason  owes  to  his  God, 
to  his  neighbor,  to  his  country,  and  to  himself  and  family. 

A  special  committee  reported  strongly  adverse  to  concurrence  in 
the  Wisconsin  proposition  for  the  interliability  of  lodges  and  grand 
lodges  for  money  disbursed  for  relief,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 
The  committee  express  their  agreement  with  the  Masonic  Congress 
in  Chicago  on  this  subject,  and  say: 

We  cannot  help  but  conclude  that  the  adoption  of  the  proposition 
would  open  the  way  for  an  innovation,  if  it  would  not  primarily  be 
such.  The  plan  of  Masonic  charity,  that  is,  the  manner  of  its  dis- 
semination and  the  obligation  of  brother  to  brother,  may  be  termed  a 
landmark,  and  anything  tending  toward  its  removal  or  material 
change  should  be  considered  very  critically.  While  it  is  true  that 
Masonry  is  a  charitable  institution,  its  charity  is  not  given  like  that 
of  any  other  fraternity.  It  is  not  a  question  of  the  dollars  and  cents 
o'f  return  for  the  dollars  and   cents   invested.     The  only  thing  that 
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jjauges  Masonic  charity  is  worthiness  coupled  with  need,  and  this 
considered  with  the  abilty  of  the  donor.  It  is  not  an  institution  in 
which  by  the  pa3'ment  of  a  stipulated  sum  in  dues  the  member  knows 
just  how  much  he  will  receive  in  "benefits"  when  disabled.  If  such  a 
thing  should  be  allowed  to  enter  the  Masonic  institution  Masonry 
would  cease  to  be  Masonry,  and  sink  to  the  level  of  modern  chari- 
table associations,  in  which  for  a  specified  investment  there  is  a  stip- 
ulated monetary  return. 

We  reported  last  year  that  the  grand  lodge  enjoyed  a  concordant 
reception  with  the  ladies  of  the  Eastern  Star  on  the  evening  of  the 
last  day  of  the  session.  This  was  premature,  as  we  learn  from  Bro. 
MiLLiER,  of  the  guild,  the  grand  lodge  having  closed  one  day  ahead  of 
the  banquet  date.  Warned  by  the  disappointment  of  their  Topeka 
sisters,  the  Wichita  Twinklers  took  time  by  the  forelock  and  kept 
open  house  from  2  to  11  o'clock  p.  m.  on  both  days  of  the  session  with 
such  concordant  effect  that  they  were  rewarded  by  being  included  in 
the  blanket  resolution  of  thanks  adopted  just  before  the  grand  lodge 
closed. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  three  new  lodges,  including  one  which 
the  committee  declared  must  be,  by  the  terms  of  the  record,  com- 
posed of  the  most  convivial  band  of  Masons  in  Kansas,  as  it  showed 
that  they  were  called  to  "refreshments" — not  refreshment — from  one 
to  three  times  at  every  meeting;  sent  telegraphic  remembrances  to 
their  suffering  past  g'rand  masters,  Bassett  and  Price;  took  steps  to 
secure  the  incorporation  of  the  body;  presented  the  retiring  grand 
master  with  a  past  grand  master's  jewel,  and  subsequently  emphasized 
its  good  will  by  throwing  in  the  apron  which  he  had  worn  during  his 
official  term;  decided  to  meet  at  Salina  next  year,  and  recognized  the 
unlineal  conglomeration  which  in  Mexieo  ?ssumes  the  functions  of  a 
modified  general  grand  lodge,  and  calls  itself  the  Grand  Symbolic 
Diet  of  the  United  States  of  Mexico,  as  a  legitimate  governing  body 
in  Masonry. 

This  action  was  had  through  the  adoption  of  a  special  report 
from  the'  committee  on  correspondence,  prepared  by  its  chairman. 
Past  Grand  Master  Matthew  M.  Miller. 

The  conclusions  of  the  committee  are  as  follows: 

1.  The  Symbolic  lodges  of  Mexico  entered  into  the  organization 
and  formation  of  the  Gran  Dieta,  and  the  latter  was  duly  and  regu- 
larly organized  as  a  sovereign  grand  body  over  the  symbolic  degrees 
of  Masonry  within  the  grand  jurisdiction  of  Mexico,  in  February, 1890. 

2.  The  charges  made  against  the  Gran  Dieta  as  a  sovereign  grand 
lodge  are  shown  never  to  have  been  true  as  to  its  constitution  and  by- 
laws, and  it  has  by  solemn  enactment  decreed  that  the  Holy  Bible, 
square,  and  compass  should  be  used  on  all  Masonic  altars  in  the  syra- 
bolic  lodges  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  that  all  charters  held  b}-^ 
so-called  women  lodges  be  at  once  withdrawn,  and  no  recognition  o^ 
women  as  Masons  ever  be  made. 
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3.  We  also  find  that  practical  recognition  has  been  given  to  the 
Gran  Dieta  by  American  Masons  residing  or  sojourning  in  Mexico, and 
that  American  visitors  to  Mexican  lodges  find  the  work  to  be  practi- 
cally the  same  as  that  of  the  lodges  of  the  United  States;  that  the 
recognition  of  the  Gran  Dieta  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  has  been 
productive  of  a  better  feeling  of  amity  between  the  two  jurisdictions; 
that  recognition  has  also  been  formally  made  of  the  Gran  Dieta  by  the 
Grand  Lodges  of  New  York  and  North  Dakota,  and  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Missouri,  by  advising  its  subordinate  Toltec  Lodge  No.  520, 
to  accept  a  charter  from  the  Gran  Dieta,  has  in  the  most  impressive 
manner  certified  to  its  legitimacy  and  regularity,  and  borne  testimony 
to  the  fact  that  it  regarded  and  considered  the  Gran  Dieta  a  body  of 
character  and  stabilitjs  and  entitled  to  the  allegiance  of  all  symbolic 
lodges  within  its  jurisdiction.  We  also  find  from  the  testimon}^  of 
Masons  known  to  us  that  the  "good  of  Masonry"  demands  that  we  ex- 
tend a  helping  hand  to  our  brethren  of  Mexico. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  Grand  Symbolic  Diet  of  the 
United  States  of  Mexico  be  duly  recognized  by  this  grand  lodge  in  ac- 
cordance with  our  usual  custom  in  such  matters. 

Before  we  refer  to  the  grounds  on  which  Bro.  Miller  bases  his 
conclusions,  we  must  refer  briefly  to  the  history  of  the  so-called  Ma- 
sonry of  Mexico. 

"Early  in  the  present  century,"  says  Bro.  ROBERT  Freke  Gould, 
(Ars.  Quatuor  Goronatorwm,  1883,  p.  113,)  "the  so-called  Scottish  Rite 
(A.&.  A.S.R.)  was  introduced  into  Mexico,  and  shortly  afterwards 
lodges  were  established  in  that  country  by  grand  lodges  in  the  United 
States  of  America.  The  supporters  of  the  former  were  styled  Esco- 
ceses,  and  those  of  the  latter  Vorkinos — both  titles  passing  into  common 
use,  and  serving  to  distinguish  the  rival  parties,  or  factions — politi- 
cally even  more  than  Masonically — into  which  the  population  was  di- 
vided. The  Escoceses  represented  the  aristocracy  and  the  Yorkinos 
the  reformers." 

"In  the  prolonged  strife  which  ensued,  the  light  of  Masonry  was 
nearly  extinguished.  The  lodges  of  the  York  Rite  (Yorkinos)  were 
the  first  to  close  their  doors;  and  the  working  of  the  "Scottish  Rite" 
(Escoceses)  soon  afterwards  became  practically  suspended." 

During  the  protracted  civil  war  in  which  Mexican  leaders  strug- 
gled for  supremacy,  an  organization  called  the  Mexican  National 
Rite  was  evolved,  in  which,  Mexican  fashion.  Masonry  and  politics 
were  inextricably  mixed,  but  it  never  achieved  the  recognition  of  any 
Masonic  body  of  acknowledged  legality.  This  was  ultimately  placed 
under  the  ban  by  government  and  church  and  practically  disappeared. 

About  1860  a  supreme  council  of  the  "Scottish  Rite"  was  planted 
in  the  City  of  Mexico  by  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Southern  Juris- 
diction of  the  United  States.  Very  shortly  a  schism  took  place  and  a 
supreme  grand  orient  was  formed,  differing  from  grand  orients  in  gen- 
eral in  that  it  claimed  jurisdiction  only  over  symbolic  lodges.     The 
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supreme  council  also  claimed  and  exercised  jurisdiction  over  the  first 
three  degrees,  and  both  bodies  maintained  symbolic  lodges.  From  this 
time  on  only  "Scottish  Rite"  lodges  existed  there  with  the  exception 
of  Toltec  Lodge  No.  520,  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  on  the  registry  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  chartered  by  that  body  in  1883. 

In  the  year  1889  the  Supreme  Council  of  Mexico,  whose  sway  over 
the  lodges  in  the  republic  was,  if  not  complete,  so  nearly  complete 
that  no  opposition  was  feared  from  that  quarter,  set  on  foot  a  project 
for  an  organization  which  at  least  nominally  should  have  control  of 
the  symbolic  lodges,  and  accordingly  on  the  24th  of  December  of  that 
year  it  paved  the  way  by  formally  relinquishing  forever  all  claim  to 
jurisdiction  over  the  first  three  degrees. 

There  are  good  reasons  for  believing  that  in  doing  this  the  su- 
preme council  simply  stooped  to  conquer.  Down  to  a  comparatively 
recent  period  it  was  the  fashion  to  claim  that  although  the  supreme 
councils  possessed  jurisdiction  over  the  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry, 
they  waived  this  right  in  countries  where  grand  lodges  exist,  for  the 
sake  of  harmony.  Their  rite,  they  said,  comprehended  the  degrees 
of  Masonry  from  the  first  to  the  thirty-third  inclusive,  and  it  would 
emasculate  the  rite  to  strike  from  it  the  three  symbolic  degrees.  So 
the\'  merely  claimed  jurisdiction  over  the  first  three  degrees  pro  forma 
in  countries  where  grand  lodges  existed,  just  to  maintain  the  integ- 
rity of  the  rite,  but  waived  it  in  order  that  harmony  might  exist. 

Down  to  the  advent  of  the  modern  school  of  Masonic  historians, 
pretty  much  anything  went  in  Masonry  that  was  boldly  claimed.  But 
as  the  crg.ft  became  better  informed  and  every  year  a  larger  number 
of  the  craftsmen  became  aware  that  there  never  could  have  been  any 
foundation  for  the  pretensions  of  the  Scotch  Riters  to  the  possession 
of  anything  to  waive  in  connection  with  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  the 
managers  of  the  supreme  councils  began  to  get  under  cover.  Finally 
Albert  Pike,  the  long  time  sovereign  grand  commander  ad  ritem 
of  the  Southern  Supreme  Council  (the  mother  supreme  council  of  the 
world)  the  ablest  and  most  erudite  commentator  of  the  constitutions 
of  the  rite,  real  and  pretended,  discovered  that  none  of  these  consti- 
tutions conferred  any  power  to  administer  or  meddle  with  the  sym- 
bolic degrees;  and  where  there  was  any  question  of  authority  raised — 
even  in  "Latin  countries"  which  are  held  by  the  imperialist  promoters 
of  the  present  day  to  be  the  peculiar  preserve  of  the  rite — began  to 
advise  the  supreme  councils  to  unload  the  sj^mbolic  lodges  they  had 
established  under  the  mistaken  notion  that  they  had  constitutional 
warrant  for  such  action,  and  permit  them  to  organize  independent 
grand  lodges.  This  attracted  little  attention  here  until  the  drag'ging 
of  grand  lodges  into  the  Cerneau  war — the  last  factional  broil  of  the 
Scotch  Riters — precipitated  the  attention  of  the  craft  to  the  mat- 


MASONIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  '  93 

ter.  Each  party  to  the  broil  accused  the  other  of  having  established 
symbolic  lodges  or  of  having  otherwise  exercised  pretended  authority 
in  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  and  each,  in  order  to  demonstrate  its  su- 
perior loyalty  to  the  grand  lodge  system,  scrambled  to  the  front  to 
deny  the  accusation  and  to  disclaim  most  solemnly  the  slightest  pre- 
tence of  any  authority  to  do  that  which  each  imputed  to  the  other  as 
a  Masonic  crime. 

It  was  at  this  time  that  the  Supreme  Council  of  Mexico,  daughter 
of  the  Southern  Supreme  Council  of  the  United  States  and  creature 
of  the  same  constitutions  which  both  the  imperialistic  factions  unani- 
mously agreed  were  destitute  of  any  basis  of  power  for  the  formation 
of  symbolic  lodges,  convoked  or  procured  the  convocation  of  the 
lodges  thus  confessedly  established  without  warrant  of  law,  and  of 
the  so-called  state  and  district  grand  lodges  organized  by  them,  for 
the  formation  of  the  Gran  Dieta  Symbolica  or  Grand  Symbolic  Diet 
of  the  United  States  of  Mexico.  This  disclaimer  on  the  part  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  Mexico  of  the  authority  it  had  previously  exer- 
cised over  symbolic  lodges  but  which  came  from  no  one  knows  where, 
was  expected  to  impress  the  Masonic  world  with  the  magniminity  of 
the  rite  generally,  and  could  not  fail  to  reflect  some  credit  upon  the 
mother  Supreme  Council  of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction,  whose  influence 
might  naturally  be  supposed  to  be  potent  with  her  daughter. 

But  the  holy  empire  never  completely  relinquishes  its  hold  on 
anything  it  has  once  enjoyed,  if  it  can  help  it,  and  if  the  disclaimer 
didn't  have  a  string  to  it,  the  new  body  which  was  organized  in 
consequence  of  it  did.  Gen.  PORFIHIO  Diaz,  the  sovereign  grand  com- 
mander of  the  supreme  council  is  the  grand  master  of  the  grand  S3'm- 
bolic  diet,  a  feature  which  assimilates  the  new  body  to  the  grand 
orient  family,  an  outgrowth  of  the  Scotch  Rite. 

In  1891  Texas  recognized  the  Mexican  Gran  Dieta  as  the  legitimate 
governing  body  of  Masonry  in  that  republic.  This  was  done  on  the 
recommendation  of  Grand  Master  Tylek,  of  Texas,  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  agreement  made  by  him  with  a  representative  of  the 
Mexican  bodj^,  and  signed  at  Monterey,  where  the  two  met.  This 
agreement  to  secure  mutual  recognition  was  given  to  a  wondering 
world  under  the  grandiloquent  title  of  "The  Treaty  of  Montere3^" 

At  the  next  succeeding  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri  (October  11,  1892)  Grand  Master  Ingram  of  that  jurisdiction, 
referring— in  terms  that  reflected  his  manifestly  meagre  knowledge 
of  the  situation — to  the  organization  of  the  gran  dieta,  reported  that 
he  had  addressed  a  communication  to  Toltec  lodge  advising  that  body 
to  either  come  under  obedience  to  the  new  body  and  accept  a  charter 
from  it  or  else  surrender  its  Missouri  charter.  No  response  having 
been  received,  he  recommended  that  the  charter  be  withdrawn.     At 
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the  same  time  he  said  he  was  not  sufficiently  advised  as  to  the  origin 
and  character  of  the  gran  dieta  to  recommend  its  recognition.  The 
grand  lodge  said  through  a  special  committee,  "We  cannot  require 
Toltec  lodge  to  join  an  organization  of  whose  legality  we  are  in  doubt, 
or  at  least  have  not  sufficient  information  to  form  a  proper  opinion," 
and  sent  the  subject  to  another  special  committee  for  report  a  year 
later.  This  committee  reported(October,  1893,)  that  while  no  Masonic 
body  had  been  found  in  Mexico  which  they  were  prepared  to  acknowl- 
edge as  a  legitimate  grand  lodge,  yet  a  step  had  been  taken  in  what 
they  thought  was  the  right  direction,  and  while  the  answers  to  the 
questions  propounded  by  them  to  the  grand  secretary  of  the  Gran 
Dieta  as  to  its  formation  and  present  status,  were  not  wholly  satisfac- 
tory, they  did  not  wish  Missouri  to  be  or  be  thought  to  be,  a  disturb- 
ing element  in  Mexican  Masonry,  and  considering  it  unwise  to  continue 
to  exercise  Masonic  authority  in  Mexico  they  recommended  the  with- 
drawal of  the  charter  of  Toltec  lodge.  In  doing  this  they  compli- 
mented in  terms  of  high  appreciation  the  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  the 
members  of  that  lodge  to  the  principles  of  Freemasonry. 

Meanwhile,  under  date  of  March  31,  1893,  a  pamphlet  appeared 
styled,  "An  Inside  View  of  Mexican  Masonry."  It  was  written  by  W. 
Bro.  Richard  E.  Chism,  master  of  Toltec  lodge,  and  addressed  to  the 
■  grand  master  of  Missouri.  It  set  forth  in  detail  the  fact  of  want  of 
union  among  Mexicans  themselves:  the  complication  of  Masonry  with 
polix-ics;  the  dependence  of  the  gran  dieta  upon  the  Supreme 
Council  A.&.A.S.R  for  its  birth  and  continued  existence;  the  taking 
of  the  obligations  in  the  lodges  subject  to  the  gran  dieta,  "on  honor 
only,  while  no  restrictions,  such  as  we  designate  as  penalties,  are  at- 
tached thereto,"  the  exclusion  of  the  Bible  from  the  lodges,  and  the 
admission  of  women  to  the  symbolic  degrees. 

As  this  was  addressed  to  the  grand  master  of  Missouri  it  ought  to 
have  been  before  the  special  committee  of  that  grand  lodge  who 
reported  as  we  have  seen  some  five  months  later,  but  their  report  con- 
tains no  internal  evidence  of  their  having  seen,  or  heard  of  it.  Com- 
paratively little  was  heard  of  it  in  this  country  until  an  abstract  of  it 
was  published  in  the  transactions  of  the  Lodge  Quatuor  Coronati, 
London,  for  May  1893,  in  a  paper  on  "Freemasonry  in  Mexico,"  read 
by  Bro.  Robert  Freke  Gould,  the  eminent  Masonic  historian.  There- 
upon there  was  consternation  and  scurrying  in  hot  haste  in  the  camp 
of  the  promoters  of  the  recognition  of  the  gran  dieta  by  American 
grand  lodges,  and  the  statements  of  Bro.  Chism  begun  to  be  whistled 
down  the  wind  with  great  unanimity.  Officers  of  the  gran  dieta, 
echoed  by  its  apologists  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  denied  with 
Peter-like  vigor  the  statements  of  the  master  of  Toltec  lodge  as  either 
wholly  false  or  gross  exaggerations.  The  alleged  exclusion  of  the 
Bible  from  the  altars  was  denounced  as  utterly  groundless,  and  the 
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alleged  admission  of  women  to  membership  in  the  lodges  and  grand 
lodges  was  declared  to  have  only  so  much  foundation  in  truth  as  that 
there  existed  an  adoptive  degree  among  women  akin  to  if  not  identi- 
cal with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star;  and  to  clinch  the  truth  of 
these  denials  it  was  insinuated  that  Toltec  lodge  desired  to  continue 
to  enjoy  the  distinction  of  being  the  only  American  lodge  in  Mexico, 
or  that  it  hoped  to  become  the  nucleus  of  a  genuinely  Masonic  gov- 
erning power  in  the  republic. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  recognized  the  gran  dieta  in  June, 
1895,  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  saying  that  they  would  have 
recommended  recognition  the  preceding  year  but  for  the  protest  of 
Toltec  lodge,  and  further  that  the  charges  made  by  the  master  of 
that  lodge  were  so  fully  met  by  the  gran  dieta  that  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Missouri  had  revoked  their  charter  of  Toltec  lodge,  but  they 
were  as  dumb  as  an  oyster,  or  as  the  Missouri  committee  before 
them,  as  to  what  the  charges  were.  The  general  attitude  of  the 
propagandists  was  that  they  were  fully  discredited  and  were  not 
worth  entertaining  and  that  Chism  was  not  worth  paying  atten- 
tion to  anyhow.  The  writer  and  others  who  assisted  Bro.  Gould 
to  give  to  the  craft  the  knowledge  of  them  that  they  were  fully  enti- 
tled to,  were  accused  of  bolstering  up  Chism  (none  spoke  of  him  as 
Brother  Chism)  and  that  enfant  terrible  who  had  disclosed  the  family  se- 
crets of  the  hybrid  which  had  just  been  christened  "La  Gran  Dieta 
Simbolica  de  los  Estados  Unidos  Mexicanos,"  was  thought  to  be  suffi- 
ciently squelched,  when  a  clap  of  thunder  right  out  of  the  imperial 
sky  undid  the  whole  business. 

In  the  September  (1895)  number  of  the  Voice  of  3Iasonry  appeared  a 
letter  from  Past  Grand  Master  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  grand  secretary 
of  Iowa,  and  deputy  grand  inspector  general  for  the  Valley  of  Iowa, 
in  the  imperial  service,  evidently  written  in  one  of  his  growingly  in- 
frequent spasms  of  loyalty  to  the  Masonry  of  the  charges  of  a  Free- 
mason. This  letter,  written  from  actual  knowledge  gained  on  the 
ground,  fully  sustains  the  charges  of  Bro.  Chism  that  the  Bible  was 
excluded  from  the  lodges  and  that  women  were  admitted  to  the  de- 
grees. Bro.  Miller  quotes  extracts  from  this  letter  in  support  of 
the  conclusions  of  his  committee.  These  extracts  he  copied  from  the 
report  of  Bro.  Matthews,  of  Texas,  and  as  Bro.  Miller  had  not  seen 
the  original  he  will  thank  us  forquotingfurther  from  the  same  letter. 
He  will  not  fail  to  note  in  passing  the  further  light  incidentally  thrown 
by  the  letter  on  our  "assumption  of  a  Scottish  Kite  parentage  for 
Mexican  Masonry."  This  light  shines  from  lines  which  we  have  itali- 
cized in  passages  which  do  not  appear  in  Bro.  Matthew's  selections. 
Bro.  Parvin  says  (we  quote  from  reprint  in  our  report  of  last  year,* 
p.  193): 
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I  had  supposed  that  every  intellig-ent  and  well-read  Mason  of  the 
United  States  knew  that  in  our  neighboring'  republic  of  Mexico  the 
Masonic  bodies  there  made  Masons  of  women.  As  early  as  1889  Gen. 
Pike,  then  head  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  Scottish  Rite  Masons,  pub- 
lished an  article  denouncing  the  Siqyreme  Council  of  Mexico  for  having  con- 
ferred the  degrees,  fourth  and  fourteenth  inclusire,  upon  a  lady  doctor. 

In  1890  the  gran  dieta  was  organized,  being  the  national  and  gov- 
erning body  of  the  several  state  grand  lodges,  and  while  its  constitu- 
tion did  not  provide  for,  or  permit  it,  still  by  resolution  it  authorized 
'"the  initiation  of  women."  and  its  grand  secretary'  organized  lodges 
of  women  and  presided  at  their  initiation.  In  one  of  these  lodges  the 
daughter  of  General  Pavera,  one  of  the  leading  generals  and  public 
men  of  Mexico,  was  initiated,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  organi- 
zation of  Martha  AVashington  lodge,  composed  of  ladies,  and  became 
its  master.  This  young  lady  mj-  son  married,  but  upon  his  marriage, 
he  being  a  Knight  Templar  and  a  32d  degree  Mason  from  tnis  state, 
was  apposed  to  Women  Jfasonry.  and  in  deference  to  his  views,  she 
ceased  meeting  with  the  bodies  and  has  had  nothing  to  do  with  them 
since. 

This  state  of  affairs  in  Mexico  is  very  peculiar.  Out  of  some 
twenty-eight  states  the  grand  lodges  of  only  about  five  have.  I  learned 
during  my  recent  visit,  ever  made  Masons  of  women,  and  thej^  are 
now'all  prohibited  by  the  Gran  Dieta,  that  body  having  repealed  the 
law  under  which  such  proceedings  were  had,  although  it  failed  to 
deny  to  the  women  already  initiated  the  rights  previously  conferred 
upon  them.  In  the  swpreme  council  women  tool:  the  degrees  iip  to  the  four- 
teenth, but  no  further,  as  I  ivas  informed  hg  Dr.  Pombo,  the  head  of  the  body, 
although  President  Dias  is  nominally  the  head  of  both  the  supreme 
council  and  the  gran  dieta.  The  former  is  governed  by  the  deputy, 
Dr.  Pombo,  and  the  latter  by  the  grand  secretary,  Canton. 

Bro.  Miller  will  observe  that  the  children  in  this  case  are  prop- 
erh^  marked  with  the  parent  stripes.  We  rejjroduce  here  the  para- 
graph next  succeeding  thgse  above  quoted,  as  of  interest  to  him  and 
to  many  others  who  like  him  have  not  seen  the  full  text  of  Bro.  Par- 
VlN's  letter. 

Notwithstanding  this  state  of  things,  the  grand  lodges  of  Texas 
and  New  York  have  acknowledged  and  recognized  the  ''Gran  Dieta" 
of  Mexico  as  a  lawfully  constituted  bod}*  of  Masons.  How  they  could 
have  done  such  a  thing  is  more  than  I  can  explain,  however  legal  may 
have  been  its  organization. 

Bro.  Parvin  further  says: 

In  addition  to  the  great  departure  from  what  are  called  the  "An- 
cient Landmarks""  that  I  have  named,  I  may  add  that  in  all  the  Ma- 
sonic lodges  and  bodies  both  of  the  York  and  Scottish  Rite  which  I 
visited  in  the  national  capital,  and  in  many  of  the  state  capitals,  the 
Great  Light  of  Masonry  is  excluded  from  the  altars  and  from  the 
halls,  and  the  "Book  of  Constitutions'"  substituted  instead. 

In  this  connection,  and  because  it  is  in  the  same  line  as  the  last 
quoted  paragraphs  we  quote  from  Bro.  MILLER'S  report  the  follow- 
ing, the  original  having  escaped  our  notice: 
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In  1895,  on  the  8th  of  June,  an  open  letter  was  published  in  The 
American  Tyler,  by  Theodore  Sutton  Parvin,  past  grand  master  of 
Iowa,  in  which  Bro.  Parvin  presented  certain  questions  to  be  answered 
by  Past  Grand  Masters  Matthews  or  Tyler,  of  Texas,  the  essential 
points  of  which  we  extract  from  the  questions  as  propounded,  viz: 

1.  The  gist  of  the  first  question  is  contained  in  the  following:  "Is 
not  the  Bible,  the  Great  Light  in  Masonry,  excluded  from  the  altars 
and  halls  of  the  Masonic  lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  gran 
dieta,  and  the  Book  of  Constitutions  substituted  in  its  place?" 

2.  The  substance  of  the  second  question  is  this:  "Has  or  does 
the  gran  dieta  exclude  from  its  lodges  women  who  have  been  pre- 
viously initiated  therein,  and  do  they  now  regularly  visit  the  lodges 
in  which  they  hold  membership?" 

3.  Has  not  the  gran  dieta  issued  charters  to  women  exclusively 
to  organize  Masonic  lodges  upon  the  same  basis  precisely  as  it  has 
issued  charters  to  lodges  of  men? 

Bro.  Parvin,  after  propounding  above  queries,  says:  "Before  I 
can  vote  for  the  recognition  of  the  gran  dieta  as  a  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent body,  I  would  like  information  upon  these  topics." 

Bro.  Miller  says  that  in  making  a  showing  by  way  of  reply  to 
the  above,  Bro.  Matthews  states  in  his  correspondence  report  that 
in  December,  1893,  he  interviewed  Bro.  B.  Ornelas,  of  Alamo  Lodge 
No.  44,  of  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Mexican  consul  at  that  place,  who 
said  in  substance  that  the  constitution  of  the  gran  dieta  contained 
nothing  that  could  be  construed  as  permitting  the  establishment  of 
lodges  for  women;  that  there  was  an  adoptive  lodge,  similar  to  the 
Eastern  Star  chapters  in  the  United  States,  but  that  it  was  not  true 
that  women  were  admitted  to  the  S3^mbolic  degrees.  This  is  substan- 
tially the  same  as  the  statement  of  Gen.  Agkamonte,  made  else- 
where, "that  while  there  were  lodges  of  women  similar  to  the  Eastern 
Star,  no  lodges  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  gran  dieta  admitted 
women."  Both  of  these  statements  belong  to  the  denial  stage,  of 
which  the  publication  of  Bro.  Parvin's  letter  was  the  beginning  of 
the  end.  We  presume  Bro.  Miller  introduces  them  as  a  matter  of 
histor3\  as  the  period  had  passed  when  Vaey  would  have  strengthened 
his  case,  though  they  were  better  than  nothing  to  Bro.  Matthews  at 
an  earlier  period.  Bro.  Matthews  also  received  the  following  from 
Bro.  Ermilio  G.  Canton,  grand  secretary  of  the  gran  dieta  and 
grand  master  of  one  of  its  constituents,  the  Grand  Lodge  Valle  de 
Mexico,  son-in-law  of  one  and  husband  of  another  of  the  female  of- 
fice-bearers of  that  body.  It  did  not  need  the  date — July  3,  1894 — to 
show  that  the  period  of  explanations  and  apologies  had  succeeded  the 
period  of  denial.     He  says: 

We  are  by  no  means  opposed  to  the  Bible,  but  cannot  enforce  the 
use  in  our  first  degree  work,  and  therefore  we  leave  every  lodge  at 
liberty.  The  Bible  is  used  with  us  in  the  third.  Master  Mason  degree. 
Your  York  lodges  are  built  (so  far  as  we  can  understand)  upon  a  Pro- 
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testant  platform,  and  hence  the  use  of  the  Bible.  The  material  of 
our  Scottish  lodg'es  is  the  broken-up  Catholic  element,  whose  opinion 
about  the  Bible  is  not  at  all  equal  to  3'ours.  Nevertheless  we  hold 
and  keep  the  Bible  as  one  of  our  three  grand  lights  of  Masonry,  viz: 
Bible,  Square,  and  Compass,  but  we  cannot  enforce  the  Bible  to  oc- 
cupy the  first  place  in  lodges. 

Five  months  later,  writing  to  Past  Grand  Master  Tyler,  of  Texas, 
Bro.  Canton  says: 

A  Mason  of  your  Texas  jurisdiction,  or  any  other  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion, can  visit  our  lodges,  exhibiting  his  diploma.  Moreover,  he  may 
be  submitted  to  examination,  if  the  master  requires  him  to  be,  in 
order  to  learn  that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  three  degrees  of 
Blue  Masonry.     Finally,  he  pledges  his  word  at  the  altar  upon  the  Bible. 

To  this  same  period  belongs  so  much  of  the  letter  of  Bro.  Par- 
VIN  which  we  reprinted  in  our  report  of  1895— written  August  10  of 
that  year — as  seemed  to  Bro.  Matthews  to  sustain  the  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Texas,  not,  of  course,  including  the  declaration  of 
the  distinguished  lowan  that  how  the  grand  lodges  of  Texas  and  New 
York  could,  in  view  of  the  existing  state  of  things,  have  done  such  a 
thing  as  to  recognize  the  "Gran  Dieta"  of  Mexico  as  a  lawfully  consti- 
tuted bodti  of  Masons,  was  more  than  he  could  explain,  however  legal  might 
have  been  its  organization.  The  italics  are  ours,  used  to  call  especial  at- 
tention to  his  language,  because  we  shall  presently  see  that  either  at 
Washington  or  some  other  scientific  center  he  became  possessed  of  a 
Crooke's  tube  whose  penetrating  X  ray  enables  him  to  see  that  what- 
ever'may  have  been  the  unmasonic  practices  of  the  gran  dieta,  it 
was  "all  the  wliile"  a  lawfully  constituted  body  of  Masons.  In  the 
proper  and  commendable  pursuit  of  his  inquiry  into  the  status  of 
Mexican  Masonry,  Bro.  Miller  himself  wrote  to  Bro.  Parvin  under 
date  of  December  30,  1895.  In  quoting  from  this,  being  ourselves  in 
pursuit  of  knowledge,  we  include  the  address  in  order  to  inquire — 
if  haply  it  be  not  among  the  apporeta  of  a  "gradation"  one  notch 
more  "altitudinous"  than  we  have  attained — what  "Sec.  7c."  means 
in  the  vernacularV 

December  30,  1895. 
Theodore  S.  Parvin,  33°,  Sec.  7c.,  Cedar  Rapids,  lotva: 

Dear  Brother: — I  listened  with  intense  interest  to  your  exposi- 
tion of  Mexican  Masonry  at  the  October  session  of  the  Supreme 
Council  in  Washington,  as  I  also  did  to  the  report  on  that  topic  read 
by  Bro.  Chamberlain,  of  Texas,  the  original  of  which  now  lies  before 
me.  from  which  I  note  that  on  August  24.  last,  the  gran  dieta  decreed 
that  '-All  charters  held  Iw  so-called  female  lodges  should  at  once  be  withdrawn 
and  that  no  recognition  of  icomenos  Masons  should  ever  be  made,"  and  also 
decreed  that  "27ic  Holy  Bible,  square  and'  compass  shotdd  beiosed  on  all 
3£asonic  altars  in  the  Symbolic  Lodges  of  the  Bepublic  of  Mexico."  I  also 
note  from  the  same  report  that  at  the  same  session  of  the  gran  dieta 
the  suspension  was  announced  of  the  grand  master,  grand  secretary, 
and  several  members  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Valle  de  Mexico,  No.  1,  of 
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the  Federal  District  of  Mexico,  they  being-  suspended  because  (among 
other  things)  they  were  present  and  opened  said  grand  lodge  on  June 
24  (1895),  with  several  females  present,  alleged  to  be  members  of  fe- 
male Masonic  lodges. 

This  is  interesting  for  the  pointer  it  gives  as  to  the  channel 
through  which  run  the  under  currents  that  later  bubble  up  as  origi- 
nal springs  in  certain  grand  lodge  domains.  It  is  also  interesting  for  , 
the  evidence  it  furnishes  touching  the  Scottish  Rite  parentage  of 
the  gran  dieta.  Only  the  ties  of  consanguinity  could  lead  the  su- 
preme council  to  spend  its  time  over  the  affairs  of  an  organization 
dealing  only  with  degrees  (symbolic)  over  which  the  Holy  Empire 
confessedly  has  no  jurisdiction. 

Bro.  MlLiLER  was  greatly  impressed,  as  he  goes  on  to  say,  with 
Bro.  Parvin's  suggestion  that  Mexican  Masonry  must  not  be  judged 
from  the  standpoint  of  Masonry  in  the  United  States,  anc]||asks  if 
under  the  changed  conditions  consequent  on  the  declaration  of  the 
gran  dieta  of  August  24,  if  he  (Bro.  Parvin)  would  favor  recogni- 
tion. 

As  we  have  before  suggested,  Bro.  Parvin,  as  he  journeyed  from 
the  valley  of  Iowa  to  the  October  session  of  the  supreme  council  at 
Washington  somewhere  saw  a  great  light,  and  on  the  11th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1896,  he  replied  to  Bro.  Miller.  The  first  paragraph  is  chiefly 
personal,  but  the  second  is  of  interest: 

Masonry  was  introduced  into  Mexico  many  years  ago,  a  supreme 
council  and  Scottish  Rite  established,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
universal  law  and  customs  of  Latin  countries  and  Latin  speaking 
people,  there  was  no  other  Masonry  other  than  the  Scottish  Rite. 
The  degrees — first,  second,  and  third — as  conferred  in  lodges  of  the 
Scottish  Rite  and  of  the  York  Rite;  dift'er  but  little — the  difference 
being  in  their  government. 

In  1890  the  supreme  council,  which  had  before  exercised  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  lodges  and  the  lodge  degrees,  surrendered  them  to 
the  gran  dieta,  which  was  established  that  year.  The  gran  dieta, 
therefore,  became  a  legally  constituted  body,  having-  and  exercising 
exclusive  jurisdiction  over  lodges  of  the  three  degrees.  So  far  all  is 
well,  and  we  could  then  have  consistently  and  properly  recognized  the 
gran  dieta,  but  in  an  evil  hour  in  the  following  year  the  gran  dieta, 
contrary  to  the  jarinciples  of  the  constitution,  by  simple  resolution, 
authorized  lodges  of  its  obedience  to  confer  the  three  degrees  upon 
women,  which  they  did  in  five  of  the  twenty  odd  jurisdictions  of  the 
state.  Not  content  with  conferring  the  degrees  upon  women,  they 
granted  to  them  charters  creating  women  lodges;  and  while  they  did 
not  by  any  enactment,  either  of  the  constitution  or  in  its  laws,  pro- 
hibit the  use  of  the  Bible  in  their  lodges,  they  did  prescribe  and  re- 
quire the  use  of  the  Book  of  Constitutions  therein,  and  everywhere 
I  visited  in  Mexico  I  found  the  Book  of  Constitutions  upon  the  altars, 
and  no  Bible  anywhere  in  sight. 

These  three  practices  were  in  direct  violation  of  the  universal 
public  sentiment  of  Masonry  in  the  United  States,  and  while   they 
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continued  I  could  not  consistently  recommend  the  recognition  of  the 
gran  dieta. 

As  Bro.  Miller  regards  Bro.  Parvin  as  an  authority,  the  remark 
of  the  latter  that  there  was  no  Masonry  there  other  than  the  Scot- 
tish Rite  Masonry  will  doubtless  be  conclusive  with  him  as  to  the 
Scotch  Rite  parentage  of  Mexican  Masonry.  True,  Bro.  Parvin  has 
elsewhere  sought  to  convey  the  impression  that  York  Rite  Masonry 
was  something  of  a  factor  in  the  organization  of  the  gran  dieta,  but 
then  he  was  arguing  another  point.  Bro.  Parvin  says  in  the  next 
l^aragraph  that  upon  the  surrender  to  the  gran  dieta  by  the  supreme 
council  of  the  jurisdiction  which  the  latter  had  before  exercised  over 
lodges  and  lodge  degrees,  the  former  thereby  became  a  legallj^  con- 
stituted body.  Of  course  this  is  pure  assumption,  inasmuch  as  the 
supreme  council  never  rightfully  possessed  any  jurisdiction  over  the 
symbolit  lodges.  This  we  say  on  the  authority  of  Bro.  Albert  Pike, 
the  most  distinguished  Scotch  Riter  the  \vorld  has  produced,  who 
says  the  power  to  administer  the  three  symbolic  degrees  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  constitutions  of  the  rite. 

Bro.  Parvin  says  that  "contrary  to  the  principles  of  its  consti- 
tutions" the  gran  dieta,  "by  simple  resolution  authorized  lodges  of 
its  obedience  to  confer  the  three  degrees  upon  women."  The  first 
form  in  which  this  excuse  was  put,  was  that  the  constitution  of  the 
gran  dieta  did  not  authorize  the  making  of  women,  but  after  a  few 
repetitions  of  this,  the  statement  takes  on  the  stronger  form  that  it 
was  contrary  to  the  principles  of  its  constitutions  to  do  so.  We  have 
seen  no  exhibit  from  those  constitutions  which  might  be  placed  over 
against  the  making  of  women,  with  the  declaration:  "Herein  lies 
the  principle  if  not  the  set  phrase  which  the  making  of  women  con- 
travenes." Neither  did  Bro.  Pike  cite  any  section  or  language  of  the 
constitutions  of  the  suprem_e  council  when  he  wrote  to  Dr.  POMBO 
that  women  could  not  be  recognized  in  any  degree  of  Masonr}-.  He 
found  the  inhibition  in  the  landmarlcs  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry. 
The  custom  of  making  women  Masons  grew  up  in  Mexico  among 
those  who  knew  nothing  of  the  constraints  of  the  landmarks.  The 
gran  dieta  did  not  inaugurate  it.  Its  lodges  inherited  it  from  the 
supreme  council,  in  which,  according  to  Dr.  Pombo,  the  working  ex- 
ecutive head  of  that  body,  women  took  the  degrees  up  to  the  four- 
teenth, as  testified  to  by  Bro.  Parvin. 

After  stating  that  since  the  session  of  the  supreme  council  (S.J.) 
he  had  received  further  assurances  that  the  gran  dieta  had  not  only 
repealed  the  law  authorizing  the  making  of  women,  but  had  forbidden 
their  making,  recalled  the  charters  to  women  lodges,  and  forbidden 
the  lodges  to  admit  as  members  or  as  visitors  those  already  made  [as 
regularly  as  any  Masons  have  been  made  under  their  law].  Bro. 
Parvin  says: 
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I  am  further  assured  that  while  the  gran  dieta  does  not  require 
that  the  lodges  shall  place  the  Bible  uj^on  the  altar,  it  neither  forbids 
it  nor  interposes  any  objection  to  their  doing  so;  it  only  requires  that 
they  use  the  Book  of  Constitutions. 

It  is  in  evidence  above  that  so  far  as  the  Bible  is  concerned  the 
cold  shoulder  is  just  as  effectual  as  a  positive  prohibition,  for  where- 
ever  he  visited  in  Mexico  there  was  "no  Bible  anywhere  in  sight." 

Finally,  Bro.  Parvin  argues  that  "whatever  may  have  been  the 
practice  of  the  gran  dieta,  it  was  all  the  while  a  legally  constituted 
body."  Yet  it  is  the  same  body  whose  recognition  by  Texas  and  New 
York  "as  a  lawfully  constituted  body  of  Masons,"  was,  less  than  five 
months  before,  inexplicable  to  him  for  the  avotved  reason  tliat  these  prac- 
tices existed.  Now  he  concludes  by  saying:  "If  you  recognize  them  in 
your  grand  lodge  I  will  sustain  its  action  both  by  speech  and  pen." 

Subsequently,  January  16,  1896,  Bro.  Parvin  wrote  ag-ain  to  Bro. 
Miller,  the  burden  of  which  is  that  we  must  not  attempt  to  test  the 
Masonry  of  the  world  by  the  landmarks  which  constrain  us  within 
our  own  boundaries,  but  must  accept  as  Masonry  whatever  people  in 
other  countries  choose  to  designate  as  Masonry.     He  says: 

Masonry  exists  and  has  existed,  and  been  so  recognized  the  world 
over,  in  Italy,  France,  Spain,  Portugal,  Egypt,  Algiers,  West  Indies, 
Mexico,  and  in  all  of  the  South  American  Republics,  and  yet  every- 
where it  is  of  the  Scottish  Rite  origin,  and  with  the  exception  of 
Mexico,  C'hili,  and  Egypt,  the  lodges  and  grand  lodges  continue  to  owe 
allegiance  to  the  supreme  councils  of  the  countries  constituting 
them— the  Grand  Lodge  of  Egypt  being  constituted  by  the  Supreme 
Council  of  Italy. 

At  the  World's  Masonic  Congress  in  Chicago  there  were  Masons 
present  and  taking  part  therein  hailing  from  several  of  these  coun- 
tries, fellowshiped  and  recognized  by  the  delegates  from  all  the 
American  grand  lodges  present. 

Two  of  the  statements  in  this  brief  quotation'  are  apt  illustra- 
tions of  a  familiar  fact  that  a  witness  or  an  advocate  may  be  too 
"swift"  in  their  statements.  The  first  is  the  statement  that  the  al- 
leged Masonry  whose  lodges  continue  to  owe  allegiance  to  supreme 
councils  is  recognized  as  Masonry  the  world  over.  That  it  is  so  recog- 
nized by  grand  lodges  is  true  of  only  a  minority  of  the  grand  lodges 
on  this  continent— to  go  no  further.  The  second  is  the  statement 
relative  to  the  Masonic  Congress  in  Chicago,  of  which  Bro.  Parvin 
was  a  member.  That  congress  had  no  member  who  did  not  represent 
a  grand  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  None  others  were 
bidden.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  which  took  the  initiative  in 
the  movement  for  the  congress,  did  not  ask  the  co-operation  of  any 
bodies  except  such  grand  lodges,  and  the  grand  lodge  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion proposed  to  be  honored  by  the  presence  of  the  congress,  in  giving 
the  proposition  its  essential  second,  expressed  its  desire  and  purpose 
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to  welcome  most  cordially  "the  representatives  of  all  grand  lodges 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons"  with  whom  it  might  be  in  fraternal 
correspondence  and  promised  to  unite  with  them,  through  its  repre- 
sentatives, in  their  deliberations.  As  we  had  the  honor*to  be  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  the  congress  on  credentials,  we  are  in  a 
position  to  state  with  absolute  positiveness  that  the  credentials  of 
only  one  person  who  did  not  come  within  the  terms  of  that  invitation 
were  before  the  committee,  and  these  were  sent  in,  not  presented  in 
person.  These  were  the  alleged  credentials  of  a  real  or  pretended 
representative  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Spain,  who  at  that  period  was 
engaged  in  an  attempt  toMexicanize  Masonry  in  Chicago  and  its  sub- 
urbs by  conferring  a  file  of  alleged  Masonic  degrees  on  the  unwary 
of  both  sexes.  There  was  no  dissent  to  the  proposition  that  the  com- 
mittee could  take  no  notice  of  his  credentials,  and  they  were  sent 
back  to  him.  It  is  equally  true  that  no  visitor  was  present  at  the 
congress  who  was  not  made  under  the  jurisdiction  of  a  grand  lodge  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masons,  and  so  far  as  we  know  no  others  applied  for 
admission. 

Bro.  Miller  also  took  the  opinion  of  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  Sam  R.  Hamilton,  of  the  Twentieth  Texas  district,  who 
had  visited  a  strictly  Spanish  or  Mexican  lodge  at  Old  Piedras  Ne- 
gras,  and  Toltec  lodge  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  and  an  opinion  of  W. 
Bro.  Emil  Arner,  past  master  of  a  Kansas  lodge,  who  appeared  be- 
fore the  committee  and  gave  a  detailed  account  of  his  views  and  im- 
pressions, resulting  from  a  year's  travel  in  Mexico,  and  observations 
of  Mexican  Masonry,  and  from  all  these  sources  of  information  and 
misinformation  summarized  the  conclusions  we  have  copied  and 
.  whose  adoption  foists  upon  genuine  Masonry  in  Kansas  the  progeny 
of  another  Scottish  Rite  cuckoo's  egg. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (200  pp.)  is  again  from  the  pen  of  the 
distinguished  chairman  of  the  committee.  Past  Grand  Master  M.  M. 
Miller,  a  guarantee  of  its  great  interest.  Six  and  one-half  lively 
pages  are  given  to  the  Illinois  proceedings  for  1895.  He  compliments 
highly  the  style  as  well  as  the  matter  of  Grand  Master  Goddard's  ad- 
dress, as  he  does  also  the  work  of  Bro.  WAR^^LLE,  of  the  committee  on 
obituaries,  which  he  characterizes  as  unsurpassed.  Referring  to  the 
grand  master,  he  says: 

We  find  in  his  obituary  notices  mention  of  Milo  D.  Chamberlain, 
a  faithful,  untiring  worker  and  instructor  of  the  craft,  as  well  as 
genial,  kind-hearted,  and  noble  gentleman.  His  pupils  in  northwest- 
ern Illinois,  in  the  past  thirty  years  could  not  easily  be  enumerated. 

We  also  note  the  name  of  Eli  S.  Parker,  past  grand  orator  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  likewise  well  known  to  the  writer  as  one  of 
the  many  generals  from  Galena  connected  with  the  history  of  "Miners 
No.  273."  To  him  more  than  any  other  is  given  the  credit  for  the  re- 
vival of  Masonry  in  Galena,  after  the  demise  of  Far  West  Nos.  5  and 
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41.  No  one  who  ever  heard  him  speak  will  ever  forget  his  matchless 
powers  of  oratory,  for  which  his  ancestor,  Red  Jacket,  was  likewise 
so  noted.  He  wore  next  to  his  heart  the  Masonic  medal  given  bj- 
Washington  to  Red  Jacket,  and  a  Masonic  gathering  never  failed  to 
arouse  and  incite  his  eloquence  to  the  point  of  perfectl}^  captivating 
His  auditors. 

He  regards  the  proposed  prohibition  of  the  use  of  the  Masonic 
name  in  business  enterprises  as  genuine,  practical,  and  effective  Ma- 
sonic reform  and  bespeaks  our  aid  in  making  it  law  notwithstanding 
the  subject  is  not  specifically  named  in  the  ancient  regulations. 

Last  year  we  asked  Bro.  Commons,  of  Indiana,  who  assumed  the 
regularity  of  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Spain  because  it  was  or- 
ganized by  a  convention  of  regular  lodges,  whether  these  lodges  got 
their  charters  from  the  only  body  that  ever  possessed  or  ever  could 
acquire  the  right  to  charter  a  lodge  of  Master  Masons— a  grand  lodge 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  Bro.  Miller  takes  up  the  cudgel  and 
says: 

Bro.  R.  lays  down  a  general  principle  from  which  there  is  to  be  no 
deviation  or  shadow  of  turning.  Suppose,  in  less  flippant  manner,  we 
propound  to  Bro.  R.  a  few  interrogatories: 

If,  as  Bro.  R.  alleges,  a  grand  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Ma- 
sons is  the  only  body  that  ever  had  or  ever  could  acquire  the  right  to 
charter  a  lodge  of  Master  Masons,  will  Bro.  R.  throw  the  calcium 
light  of  his  knowledge  upon  the  legitimacy  of  the  source  of  English 
Masonry  in  England;  upon  the  source  and  regularity'  of  the  origin  of 
the  Pennsylvania  lodges  previous  to  June  2-t,  1734,  in  one  of  which 
Benjamin  Franklin  had  been  made  a  Mason? 

To  be  specific,  will  he  tell  us  from  what  "Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons"  the  constituent  lodges  which  formed  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  got  their  charters? 

Is  it  not  a  fact,  Bro.  R.,  that  the  "Constitutions"  or  regulations 
adopted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  or  more  properly  speaking, 
the  Grand  Lodge  in  London,  June  24,  1717,  that  a  lodge  would  not  be 
considered  regular  that  was  thereafter  instituted  without  a  warrant, 
was  the  first  law,  written  or  unwritten,  upon  the  subject? 

The  fact  is,  Bro.  R.,  that  we  do  not  need  to  go  back  of  the  year 
1717  to  find  a  hazy,  nebulous,  inchoate  condition  in  the  Masonic  bodies 
of  either  England  or  America.  We  incline  to  the  opinion  without 
verifying  it  by  any  special  research,  that  other  bodies  than  the  Pro- 
vincial Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  utterly  dissolved  their  connec- 
tion with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  or  Provincial  authority 
thereunder,  and  having  done  so  therewith,  without  the  authority  or 
regularity  of  any  legitimate  warrant  issued  from  any  grand  lodge  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons — but  simply  of  their  own  volition  as  ag- 
gregations of  unaffiliated  Masons,  met  together  and  organized  grand 
lodges,  that  at  the  time  of  their  assembly  were  not  even  able  to  meet 
together  under,  and  did  not  have  the  sanction  of,  a  lawful  warrant 
from  any  legitimate  Masonic  source  whatever. 
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It  does  not  require  that  any  calcium  liyht  brilliancy  of  knowledge 
should  be  invoked  in  this  matter.  A  tallow  dip  ray  is  sufficient  to 
comprehend  all  that  is  involved  in  it.  In  the  first  place  it  is  well  to 
eliminate  the  Pennsylvania  riddle  as  not  germane  because  the  or- 
ganization with  which  Franklin  was  connected  as  grand  master  at 
the  date  of  his  letter  to  Price  (November  28,  1734,)  did  not  perpetuate 
itself  and  never  received  recognition  from  any  grand  lodge.  To  the  fact  that 
it  was  an  unauthorized  body  we  think  we  were  the  first  to  call  public 
attention  in  our  report  for  1872,  a  fact  which  was  apparent  on  the  face 
of  Franklin's  letter  to  Price.  We  do  not  feel  quite  sure  whether 
the  statement  of  Bro.  Miller  that  Franklin  was  made  in  one  of 
these  unauthorized  lodges  is  made  as  a  matter  of  knowledge,  or  as  an 
inference  which  he  feels  warranted  in  drawing  from  the  fact  that  he 
was  a  Mason  in  Penns3dvania  when  no  chartered  body  of  Masons  ex- 
isted there.  Grand  Master  William  S.  Gardner,  in  his  address  on 
Henry  Price,  delivered  before  theGrand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts  in 
1871,  says  that  between  the  time  of  his  leaving  Boston  in  1724  and  his 
visit  there  in  1734,  Franklin  had  been  in  England  and  had  there  prob- 
ably been  made  a  Mason. 

Wherever  he  was  made,  it  is  certain  that  the  unauthorized  bodj^ 
with  which  he  was  connected  did  not  become  unauthorized  by  dissolu- 
tion of  the  connection  between  a  provincial  grand  lodge  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  as  we  understand  Bro.  Miller 
to  imply.  First,  because  lodges  dissolving  their  connection  with 
a  provincial  grand  lodge,  still  retaining  their  original  warrants, could 
not  have  lacked  authorit}".  second,  because  no  lodges  were  ever  or- 
ganized under  the  deputation  to  Daniel  Cox  in  17.30 — the  first  issued 
to  anybody  in  this  country — appointing  him  provincial  grand  master 
of  New  .Jersey,  New  York,  and  Pennsylvania  (Goidd),  and  therefore 
there  was  no  connection  at  that  period  to  be  dissolved. 

We  cannot  say  whether  it  is  a  fact  or  not  that  prior  to  the  forma- 
tion of  the  grand  lodge  in  London  in  1717  there  was  no  unwritten  law 
respecting  the  necessity  of  a  warrant  or  its  equivalent.  Nor  is  it  ma- 
terial whether  such  a  law  existed.  The  material  point  is  that  from 
the  time  when  the  organization  of  Masonry  on  the  grand  lodge  plan 
was  completed  by  assenting  to  the  charges  of  a  Freemason  which  cir- 
cumscribed and  defined  its  future  form — the  form  in  which  Bro.  Mil- 
ler and  ourselves  received  it  upon  the  condition  that  no  manor  body 
of  men  had  power  to  make  innovations  in  its  body — the  necessity  of  a 
warrant  as  one  of  the  indispensable  factors  in  the  regularity  of  a 
lodge  has  been  a  part  of  both  the  written  and  unwritten  law. 

After  some  further  remarks  about  the  unauthorized  lodges  in 
Pennsylvania,  which  seem  to  be  predicated  on  the  supposition  that 
they  were  perpetuated  in  the  provincial  grand  lodge  out  of  which  the 
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Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  grew,  and  for  this  reason  lose  their 
point  because  the  Franklin-Allen  grand  lodge  did  not  seek  to  per- 
petuate itself  after  the  establishment  of  a  provincial  grand  lodge  by 
the  "Ancients,"  and  its  members  sought  regularity  by  healing,  Bro. 
Miller  says: 

In  the  good  old  days  when  a  lodge  with  a  proper  number  of  breth- 
ren met  together  in  a  secure  room  in  an  inn  or  other  place  of  liquid 
refreshment,  with  no  other  warrant  or  authority  than  a  disposition  to 
agree  and  a  willingness  to  work,  provided  the  calls  to  refreshment 
were  frequent  enough,  the  calls  to  refreshment  always  having  a  due 
proportion  to  the  number  of  candidates  on  hand.  And  this,  they  tell 
us,  was  the  Golden  Age  of  Masonry  I  and  they  who  tell  us  so  insist  that 
he  who  raises  his  voice  for  improvement,  who  believes  that  Masonry 
is  possible  of  betterment  now  as  it  has  become  in  the  past  two  centur- 
ies by  process  of  evolution,  is  an  innovator — a  destroyer  of  landmarks. 

The  fact  is,  Bro.  Bobbins  has  been  crying  "high  rites"  so  long 
that  he  has  acquired  an  automatic  habit.  He  never  has  stopped  long 
enough  to  investigate  a  well  known  fact,  that  to  one  of  his  "English" 
predilections  should  be  familiar,  and  which  has  been  heretofore 
pressed  home  with  such  force  b}^  Bro.  Drummond,  to-wit:  "That  the 
Scottish  Rite  lodges  grew  upprov'possw  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land, and  had  an  equally  valid  origin  with  our  mother  grand  lodge^ 
which  /ia.<t  always  recognized  these  lodges  as  regular,  and  does  now,  so 
that  the  usage  of  Masonry  puts  both  rites  on  an  equality — a  usage  as 
old  as  our  system  of  Masonry." 

We  don't  know  who  has  been  telling  Bro.  Miller  that  because 
two  centuries  ago  Masons  got  drunk  at  their  meetings  with  the  same 
unanimity  that  they  and  their  neighbors  did  at  other  social  gather- 
ings, that  therefore  that  period  was  the  Golden  Age  of  Masonry.  But 
we  do  know  that  the  improvement  evolved  in  the  past  in  this  respect 
has  been  at  least  as  great  within  the  body  of  genuine  Masonry  as  in  the 
parasitic  bodies  which  thrive  on  it  in  this  country  and  in  other  coun- 
tries claim  to  administer  its  rites  and  disregard  its  immemorial  law. 
The  pattern  for  improvement  has  not  come  to  us  from  across  the  seas 
or  from  across  the  Rio  Grande,  nor  has  it  filtered  down  from  among 
the  rafters  to  the  ground  floor  where  in  spite  of  evolution  the  hum- 
blest craftsman  may  yet  say,  "We  meet  upon  the  level." 

Our  brother's  use  of  the  word  "English"  would  be  less  surprising 
if  heard  in  a  political  stump  speech  instead  of  being  read  in  a  Ma- 
sonic discussion.  It  is  as  inapt  as  his  styling  Bro.  Drummond's  state- 
ment "a  well  known  fact,"  and  as  inconclusive  as  that  statement 
would  be  were  it  wholly  accurate.  We  say  inconclusive,  because  if 
the  first  Scottish  Rite  lodge  had  come  into  existence  a  few  weeks  only 
— instead  of  years,  as  in  truth  it  did — after  the  polity  of  Masonry  was 
fixed,  it  would  have  been  all  the  same  an  unlawful  body,  because  or- 
ganized by  dissenters  from  the  original  plan  of  Masonry.  We  mean 
this  literally,  because  whoever  conceived  and  first  put  into  practice 
the  idea  of  a  lodge  whose  members  through  the  possession  of  additional 
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or  dilTerent  degrees  or  by  pretending  to  be  of  a  different  rite,  might 
claim  the  power  to  lord  it  over  the  common  herd  of  Masons;  to  sit 
with  their  hats  on  in  lodges  where  plain  Master  Masons  must  sit  un- 
covered, and  play  other  fantastic  tricks  such  as  characterized  the  so- 
called  Scots  Masons  from  the  first — whoever  did  this  derived  their  own 
Masonry  from  the  Masonry  of  the  grand  lodge,  the  Masonry  of  the 
original  plan — Free  and  Accepted  Masonr3\ 

At  the  time  when  the  Charges  of  a  Freemason  were  agreed  to, 
Free  and  Accepted  Masonry  occupied  the  whole  ground,  and  there  is 
nowhere  any  Masonry,  genuine  or  alleged,  that  has  not  been  directly 
or  indirectly  derived  from  it.  The  Scottish  Rite  lodges  did  not  grow 
up  2>a7-i passu  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  for  there  was  not  a 
Scottish  Rite  lodge  in  existence  for  a  decade,  perhaps  not  for  a  score 
of  years  after  its  organization. 

The  fact  that  those  across  the  channel  who  afterwards  attempted 
to  change  Masonry  were  originally  lawful  Masons  did  not  make  their 
departure  from  the  original  plan  lawful,  for  as  Bro.  Drumnond— who  is 
now  appealed  to  to  establish  the  equal  validity  of  dissent  with  the 
original  plan  from  which  it  departs — so  forcibly  said  in  his  special  re- 
port to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine  on  the  dissent  of  the  Grand  Orient 
of  France,  "No  man  or  body  of  men  can  make  innovations  in  Masonry. 
To  attempt  this  does  not  change  Masonry,  but  puts  those  Avho  make 
the  attempt  outside  of  the  jiale  of  the  Institution." 

Of  the  Mexican  question  Bro.  Miller  says  among  other  things: 

Bro.  Robbins  is  very  sensitive  to  imputations  of  unfairness.  All 
dogmatic  philosophers  are  noted  for  ringing  the  changes  on  the  con- 
sistency, impartiality,  and  freedom  from  bias  with  which  they  argue 
their  side  of  the  question  under  consideration. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  Bro.  Robbins  that  he  is  not  adding  either  to 
his  reputation  for  fairness  or  his  record  as  an  able  logician  b}- further 
liarping  on  the  Chism-Toltec  matter?  Does  not  Bro.  R..  in  all  fair- 
ness, consider  that  that  matter,  as  a  further  factor  in  the  Mexican 
problem,  has  been  eliminated  by  their  affiliation  with  and  acceptance 
of  a  charter  under  the  gran  dieta"?  and  that  such  final  action,  as  to 
those  making  the  charges,  is  a  confession  (to  speak  mildly)  of  incon- 
sistency. 

It  is  but  just  to  him  to  explain  that  this  must  have  been  written 
before  he  had  seen  Bro.  Parvin's  letters  which  so  fully  substantiate 
the  chief  of  Bro.  Chism's  charges  that  he  himself  will  scarcely  be 
inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  those  which  the  writer  of  those  letters 
passes  over  without  notice. 

Bro.  Miller  further  says  he  would  like  further  light  on  our  as- 
sumption of  a  Scottish  Rite  parentage  for  Mexican  Masonry.  So 
many  side  lights  have  been  thrown  upon  the  subject  in  the  preceding 
pages — thanks  to  Bro.  Parvin— that  we  presume  he  will  agree  with 
us  that  further  discussion  on  that  point  is  hardly  necessary. 
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KENTUCKY,  1895. 

96th  Annual.  Louisville.  October  15. 

No  less  than  fifteen  past  grand  masters  graced  with  their  pres- 
ence this  communication  which  was  further  honored  by  the  presence 
of  Charlas  H.  Hunger,  past  senior  grand  warden  of  Florida. 

The  grand  master  (Henry  H.  Holeman)  made  a  part  of  his  ad- 
dress his  correspondence  with  Grand  Master  Feidt,  of  West  Virginia, 
concerning  reciprocal  jurisdiction  between  the  lodges  along  their 
common  border.  West  Virginia  had  proposed  this  to  her  neighbors 
in  1881,  by  a  resolution  which  was  to  bebome  operative  as  fast  as  they 
took  similar  action.  The  Grand  Lodges  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  Dela- 
ware, and  the  District  of  Columbia  had  responded  favorably,  but  no 
action  had  been  taken  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kentucky,  although 
correspondence  was  had  upon  the  subject  in  1883.  Grand  Master 
Feidt  reopened  the  subject  and  urged  an  arrangement  on  the  ground 
of  mutual  advantage  to  both  jurisdictions,  that  it  abolished  the 
necessity  of  special  applications  for  waiver  and  prevented  invasion  of 
lodge  jurisdiction.  This  last  seems  to  us  akin  to  the  idea  of  cutting 
off  an  animal's  head  to  save  its  life,  but  it  seems  to  have  had  its 
weight  and  when  it  was  reinforced  by  a  letter  from  a  lodge  at 
Williamsport,  setting  forth  that  the  country  along  the  border  was 
broken  and  difficult  to  travel  over,  rendering  access  of  candidates  to 
the  nearest  lodges  in  their  own  jurisdiction  practically  impossible, 
Grand  Master  Holeman  granted  the  request  of  the  Williamsport 
(W.  Va.)  lodge  to  receive  petitions  from  residents  on  the  Kentucky 
side,  and  the  grand  lodge  approved  the  authorization.  There  is  noth- 
ing in  the  record  to  indicate  that  the  lodges  whose  jurisdiction  over 
the  material  is  doubtless  absolute  under  the  law,  were  consulted  in 
the  matter,  or  that  anybody  thought  of  consulting  them.  Neither  is 
there  anything  to  show  that  they  were  not  satisfied  with  the  arrange- 
ment. 

.Among  the  twenty-one  decisions  submitted  by  the  grand  master 
are  the  following: 

4.  The  work  promulgated  by  the  College  of  Custodians  and  taught 
by  the  grand  lecturer  was  not  to  become  obligatory  on  lodges  until 
1897.  The  College  of  Custodians  and  office  of  grand  lecturer  having 
been  abolished  at  the  last  session  of  the  grand  lodge,  all  legislation 
pertaining  to  both  was  repealed.  Therefore  the  work  so  promulgated 
is  not,  and  without  future  legislation,  can  not  become  obligatory  on 
the  subordinate  lodges. 

5.  The  grand  master  has  no  authority  to  take  territory  from  one 
lodge  without  its  consent  and  give  it  to  another. 
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10.  A  lodge  havinjj  preferred  charges  against  a  non-affiliate  for 
unmasonic  conduct  while  in  its  jurisdiction  retains  jurisdiction, 
although  the  offender  should  remove  into  the  jurisdiction  of  another 
lodge.  Of  course  the  lodge  having  such  jurisdiction  must  use  it  by 
giving  a  speedy  trial,  or  its  jurisdiction  vi^ould  lapse. 

11.  A  fellow  craft  has  no  right  to  require  or  to  demand  that 
charges  be  preferred  against  him  because  blackballed  for  an  applica- 
tion for  advancement.  The  ballot  is  secret,  and  no  authorit}^  exists 
for  overriding  it. 

10,  The  law  requires  the  ballot  spread  the  second  time  when  only 
one  blackball  is  cast.  It  also  allows  the  member  casting  the  black- 
ball to  withdraw  the  same  publicly  by  the  second  stated  meeting 
thereafter.  A  blackball  was  so  withdrawn  but  later  than  the  second 
stated  meeting  after  it  was  cast,  and  the  candidate  was  initiated. 
Held,  the  candidate  is  not  supposed  to  know  the  law,  and  having  acted 
in  good  faith  and  having  been  initiated  in  a  regular  lodge,  he  is  a 
regular  Mason. 

17.  At  the  election  of  officers,  in  the  case  of  the  election  of  mas- 
ter there  was  a  tie.  The  master  presiding  cast  a  vote.  Held,  in  no 
case  has  the  master  two  votes;  therefore  there  was  no  election  and 
the  old  master  holds  over, 

18,  Inability  to  pay  debts  is  not  a  Masonic  offence,  but  rather  a 
misfortune  and  therefore  a  subject  for  commiseration,  but  a  debtor's 
refusal  to  meet  pecuniary  obligations  he  is  able  to  meet,  being  an  in- 
fraction of  the  moral  law,  is  a  Masonic  oft'ence  and  subjects  the  of- 
fender to  discipline, 

20,  The  regulations  against  begging  circulars  is  subject  to  but 
few  exceptions.  The  loss  of  a  lodge  room  by  fire  does  not  come  within 
the  exceptions. 

No  4,  would  be  wholly  of  local  interest  did  it  not  disclose  the  fact 
which  if  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  journal  we  unaccountably  over-  "i 

looked  last  year,  that  the  legislation  creating  a  "'College  of  Custo- 
dians" which  we  at  the  time  criticised  as  establishing  a  hierarchy 
independent  of  the  grand  lodge,  has  been  repealed.  At  the  suggestion 
of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  who  fully  approved  the  decision 
but  who  feared  that  the  word  "promulgated"  might  be  taken  in  its 
usual  sense  as  meaning  issued  in  written  or  printed  form,  the  follow- 
ing was  added:  "Nor  has  any  form  of  printed  or  written  work  ever 
received  the  sanction  of  the  College  of  Custodians  or  of  this  grand 
lodge,"  a  disclaimer  which,  considering  the  recent  action  of  some 
jurisdictions,  it  is  but  just  to  Kentucky  to  give  the  widest  publicity. 
The  first  part  of  No,  10  is  elementary;  the  second  part  manifestly 
states  what  ought  to  be,  but  would  the  jurisdiction  lapse  without  some 
specific  provision  of  law  or  pressure  from  superior  authority  to  insure 
a  speedy  trial?  No.  11  used  to  be  true  until  the  sense  of  the  injustice 
of  placing  a  brother  in  the  same  category  with  a  profane  became  so 
general  and  so  strong  as  to  sweep  away  the  innovation  of  a  ballot  for 
each  degree,  and  to  provide  that  objections  to  advancement  might 
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at  the  demand  of  the  candidate  take  the  form  of  charges  in  order  to 
insure  the  right  to  be  heard  in  his  own  defence.  No.  16  is  in  line  with 
many  Illinois  precedents,  and  the  not  altogether  novel  outcropping  of 
No.  IT  leads  one  to  wonder  where  the  idea  first  came  from  that  the 
presiding  officer  is  entitled  in  certain  contingencies  to  two  votes.  No. 
20  was  ajiproved  in  the  following  form:  "The  regulation  against  beg- 
ging circulars  is  subject  to  no  exceptions.'''' 

The  multiplication  of  such  circulars  upon  all  sorts  of  pretexts  un-_ 
til  they  have  become  a  nuisance  naturally  secures  ready  assent  to 
regulations  like  the  above — by  no  means  peculiar  to  Kentucky — but 
it  is  a  question  of  some  importance  whether  all  such  are  not  unwar- 
rantable interferences  with  the  natural  right  of  correspondence  be- 
tween lodges,  and  whether  it  is  not  better  after  all  that  the  lodges 
should  have  the  discipline  which  the  necessity  of  determining  the 
line  of  duty  in  each  case  involves. 

The  grand  master  recommended  that  a  plan  be  devised  by  which 
masters  of  lodges  against  whom  complaints  are  brought  might  be 
dealt  with  during  their  term  of  office  in  some  other  way  than  by  the 
arbitrary  intervention  of  the  executive.  The  special  committee  to 
which  the  subject  was  sent,  heartily  concurring  in  the  grand  master's 
views,  reported  a  regulation  substantially  in  accord  with  the  Illinois 
law,  providing  for  a  hearing  by  a  commission  and  a  report  with  find- 
ings and  recommendations  to  the  grand  master,  for  approval,  revision, 
or  modification,  his  action  to  be  final,  subject  to  appeal.  No  agreement 
was  reached,  and  after  an  amendment  had  been  offered  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  grand  master  on  the  certification  of  five  members  of 
the  lodge  to  suspend  the  master  from  his  office  to  the  end  that  he 
might  be  tried  by  his  lodge,  and  to  reinstate  him  in  office  if  acquitted, 
the  whole  matter  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Another  special  committee  seconded  the  grand  master's  recom- 
mendation that  a  committee  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  preparing 
a  ritual  of  the  past  master's  degree,  expressing  the  opinion  that  it 
should  either  be  dropped,  as  had  been  done  by  several  grand  jurisdic- 
tions, or  put  in  such  shape  that  masters  may  be  installed  without  un- 
necessary delay,  but  this,  too,  suffered  an  indefinite  postponement. 

The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  last  year  to  plan  for  the 
celebration  of  their  centennial  (1900)  discloses  the  fact  that  the  rea- 
son for  taking  so  earlj^  an  initiative  was  to  afford  ample  time  to 
raise  by  voluntary  contributions  a  sum  sufficient  to  endow,  in  con- 
nection with  their  Widows"  and  Orphans'  Home,  an  infirmary  and 
home  for  the  aged,  infirm,  and  jienniless  Masons.  In  response  to  a 
circular  subscription  sheet  sent  out  by  the  committee,  746  pledges  had 
been  received  amounting  to  S12,636.75.  The  grand  lodge  decided  to 
put  in  the  field  under  pay,  to  solicit  additional  subscriptions,  Past 
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Grand  Master  J.  Speed  Smith,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  by 
whom  tliis  splendid  beginnings  had  been  made. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  five  new  lodges,  continued  two  under  dis- 
pensation and  referred  two  petitions  for  dispensations  to  the  grand 
master;  took  steps  to  push  to  completion  the  project  for  a  monument  to 
Past  Grand  Master  Hiram  Bassett;  appointed  a  strong  commission 
with  full  power  to  act  in  the  matter  of  the  Washington  memorial  pro- 
posed by  Colorado;  unloaded  the  grand  master  of  the  future  of  the  duty 
of  serving  on  the  committee  on  jurisprudence;  passed  the  hat  for  a 
free-will  offering  to  purchase  grapes  for  the  orphans  in  token  of  ap- 
preciation of  an  exhibition  given  by  the  children;  put  on  the  ice  for 
consideration  of  next  year  amendments  relieving  from  taxation  for 
the  support  of  the  "Home,"  unrepresented  and  non-participating  En- 
tered Apprentices  and  Fellow  Crafts,  ministers  of  the  gospel  who 
have  been  put  on  the  free  list  by  vote  of  the  lodge,  and  members  who 
have  been  affiliated  and  paid  dues  for  fifty  consecutive  years;  substi- 
tuting actual  traveling  for  a  four  cent  mileage  rate  in  the  pay  of 
members,  and  making  all  brethren  except  the  grand  officers  for  the 
time  being  ineligible  to  be  voted  for  as  officers  of  the  grand  lodge  un- 
less then  in  attendance  upon  its  session,  and  carried  the  war  into 
Africa  by  adopting  the  following: 

Whereas,  The  retailing  of  spirituous  liquors  has  been  so  abused 
as  to  become  a  great  evil  in  the  social  life  of  our  country,  so  that  the 
prosecution  of  that  business  by  a  Master  Mason  is  inconsistent  with 
his  profession  of  moral  character  and  conduct  and  calculated  to  bring 
the  order  into  public  disrepute;  therefore,  be  it 

liesolvcd,  That  this  grand  lodge  disapprove  the  conducting  of  such 
business  by  a  Master  Mason. 

Frank  C.  Gerard,  of  Bowling  Green,  was  elected  greand  master; 
Henry  B.  Grant,  Louisville  (Masonic  Temple),  re-elected  grand 
secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (105  pp.)  is  again  from  the  strong, 
discriminating  hand  of  Past  Grand  Master  William  W.  Clarke.  He 
confesses  in  his  "conclusion"  that  he  is  not  pleased  with  it,  but  in  this 
he  will  have  to  rate  all  his  co-laborers  of  the  guild  as  obstinate  jury- 
men, although  all  will  regret  that  time  did  not  permit  him  to  carry 
out  his  purpose  to  further  discuss  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdic- 
tion, of  which  he  says: 

A  statement  made  by  the  learned  author  of  the  report  on  corre- 
spondence of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Washington  in  his  review  of  Ken- 
tucky suggested  a  line  of  discussion  tending  along  the  legal  principle 
involved  in  grants  of  power  and  consequent  limitations  that,  it  is  be- 
lieved, is  conclusive  of  this  question;  and,  should  it  be  the  desire  of 
grand  master  that  we  write  this  report  next  year,  and  not  prevented 
by  Providence,  this  we  will  do  in  our  next  report;  provided,  however,  a 
better  lawyer  should  not  relieve  us  of  the  task. 
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Illinois  for  1894  is  appreciatively  reviewed.  He  heartily  approves 
all  of  Grand  Master  Goddard'S  decisions,  and  quoting  some  fine  pas- 
sages from  the  introduction  to  his  address,  he  says: 

This  is  Masonry.  The  ritual  of  the  order,  indeed,  its  very  pur- 
pose and  aim,  can  be  nothing  else  than  to  bring  man  into  closer  rela- 
tions to  his  Maker,  thereby  inspiring  him  with  high  and  noble  purpose. 

He  characterizes  the  oration  of  Bro.  John  C.  Black  as  superb, 
and  regrets  that  he  can  not  quote  more  of  it  than  just  enough  to  give 
an  idea  of  its  majestic  diction.  His  notice  of  the  Illinois  report  on 
correspondence  is  flattering  not  only  in  direct  terms,  but  in  the  deli- 
cate compliment  conveyed  in  his  confession  that  our  views  are  in 
most  instances  in  accord. 

On  the  subject  of  reimbursement  for  relief  extended  to  the  dis- 
tressed he  thus  tersely  foreshadows  his  views: 

One  other  matter  is  provocative  of  discussion,  viz:  the  obligation 
under  which  a  lodge  rests  to  refund  the  charity  dispensed  by  another 
lodge  to  one  of  its  members.  On  this  subject  this  committee  has 
strong  convictions.  It  holds  that  when  necessity  exists  there  the  obli- 
gation arises  to  relieve  it. 

He  does  not  share  the  contempt  of  Past  Grand  Master  Staton  for 
the  grand  representative  system,  but  thinks  that  properly  reorganized 
it  might  be  productive  of  positive  and  excellent  results. 


LOUISIANA,  1896. 

84th  Annual.  New  Orleans.  February  10. 

The  high  tide  of  diplomatic  attendance  was  reached  on  the  second 
day  when  representatives  from  thirty-six  jurisdictions  were  present.  ' 
At  the  formal  reception  of  the  corps  on  the  last  day,  a  letter  was  read 
from  the  representative  of  Illinois,  Past  Grand  Master  Charles  P. 
Buck,  asking  to  be  excused  for  unavoidable  absence. 

The  grand  master  (George  H.  Packwood)  reported  an  increase 
of  numerical  strength  in  the  lodges  in  the  face  of  financial  depres- 
sion, and  as  he  vouched  for  the  accessions  being  of  the  best  material 
he  was  justified  in  regarding  this  as  an  evicence  of  continued  pros- 
perity. 

He  had  granted  dispensations  permitting  joint  occupancy  of  halls 
with  other  secret  organizations  as  emergencies  seemed  to  require,  but 
thinks  a  maximum  period  should  be  fixed  during  which  lodges  should 
be  required  to  secure  homes  to  be  occupied  only  by  themselves. 
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He  gives  a  history  of  Louisiana  Relief  Lods'^e  No.  1,  first  organized 
as  a  relief  board  in  1851,  the  forerunner  of  the  many  such  boards  now 
scattered  over  the  country,  for  the  relief  of  sojourners,  and  chartered 
as  a  relief  lodge  in  1854.  Its  officers  since  that  time  include  the  names 
of  many  who  have  become  distinguished  in  Louisiana  Masonry.  The 
annual  report  of  the  lodge  was  made  by  the  master,  Henry  Ham- 
burgher,  who  has  presided  over  it  and  borne  the  laboring  oar  contin- 
uously for  the  last  sixteen  years.  He  had  served  before  for  two  and 
one-half  years,  beginning  in  1867.     In  closing  his  report,  he  says: 

We  ask  no  legislation  from  grand  lodge,  for  we  would  rely  on 
what  is  better  than  this — the  kindly  free-will  offerings  of  our  constit- 
uents and  the  craft  at  large.  Could  we  onh^  find  language  to  express 
ourselves  and  make  the  work  of  this  Relief  Lodge  known  and  under- 
stood, we  should  never  fear  for  its  future,  knowing  its  support  would 
from  thenceforward  be  guaranteed,  without  the  adventitious  aid  of 
periodical  circulars  or  personal  visitations  to  the  lodges. 

Now,  dear  brethren,  pei\nit  me  a  personal  word.  A  long  and  ar- 
duous life  of  much  toil,  pain,  and  privation  is  drawing  rapidly  to  a 
close,  and  I  know  not  at  what  moment  my  labors  may  terminate 
among  you;  yet  it  is  my  most  great  and  ardent  desire  while  life  lasts 
to  continue  to  consecrate  it  to  the  end  in  the  cause  of  charit}^  and 
relief;  and  I  know  of  no  greater  embodiment  of  them  than  in  the 
labors  of  the  Relief  Lodge,  and  the  opportunities  it  offers  in  its  min- 
istrations of  relief  to  the  suffering  and  dying  brother,  and  the  often- 
times helpless  family.  I  have  been' among  you  many  years;  many, 
nay,  most  of  my  old  companions  and  colleagues  have  gone  from  me, 
and  await  me  in  the  realms  beyond:  my  time  is  at  hand.  It  is  more 
than  likely  I  shall  address  you  no  more. 

Surely  few  brethren  have  more  nobly  earned  the  right  to  die  in 
the  harness  or  a  clearer  title  to  a  rich  heritage  in  the  hereafter. 

The  report  shows  that  applicants  from  Illinois  were  aided  in 
money  to  the  amount  of  $43.00. 

The  grand  master  reported  that  the  grand  lodge  bonded  (Temple) 
debt  had  been  reduced  by  $10,400.00,  and  had  available  funds — set  apart 
from  the  revenues  of  the  year — with  which  to  retire  an  additional 
$3,000.00  of  bonds,  reducing  the  debt  to  $56,000.00.  Needed  improve- 
ments, however,  would  require  an  outlay  of  about  $6,000.00,  and  cases 
pending  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  involving  back 
taxes — the  payment  of  which  had  been  resisted  on  the  ground  that 
Masonry  was  entitled  to  be  placed  in  the  same  category  with  other 
eleemosynary  institutions  of  the  city — with  interest  on  the  same 
amounting  in  all  to  some  $14,000.00,  would  have  to  be  met  at  once  if 
the  decisions  of  the  state  courts  should  be  affirmed,  of  which  there 
was  evident  apprehension.  Authority  was  accordingly  given  to  bor" 
row  $20,000.00,  and  for  this  purpose  to  mortgage  the  temple  and  other 
property. 
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The  brethren  did  not  seem  to  be  daunted  by  the  situation,  for 
later  in  the  session  the  following  was  adopted  unanimously: 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  of  five  (5)  members  of  this 
Grand  Lodge  be  appointed  to  draft  a  charter  for  the  establishment  of 
a  home  for  indigent  Master  Masons,  their  widows,  and  orphans  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana;  said  committee  to  formulate  said  charter  and  re- 
port to  this  Grand  Lodge  at  their  next  communication  for  their 
approval. 

In  the  following  case  we  presume  the  grand  master  exercised  ex- 
tra-constitutional powers,  as  he  says  nothing  of  the  matter  having 
been  referred  to  him  by  the  grand  lodge.  The  grand  lodge  evidently 
shared  his  opinion  that  the  breaking  up  of  the  lodge  would  be  a  greater 
evil  than  the  denial  of  the  right  of  appeal  guaranteed  to  the  brother 
by  the  landmarks,  for  the  resolution  granting  a  new  trial  was  rescinded 
and  the  action  of  the  grand  master  in  suspending  the  proceedings  was 
sustained: 

On  the  17th  of  July  last  I  visited  Mer  Rouge  and  met  the  W.  M. 
and  brethren  of  Bartholomew  Lodge  No.  112,  and  found  great  dissat- 
isfaction among  the  brethren,  growing  out  of  the  resolution  6f  the 
grand  lodge  granting  Bro.  Stamper  a  new  trial.  From  what  I  lear-ned 
it  was  evident  any  attempt  to  carrying  out  the  resolution  of  the  grand 
lodge  would  result  in  breaking  up  the  lodge  itself.  After  hearing  a 
full  statement  of  the  case  and  becoming  satisfied  all  the  facts  had 
never  been  laid  before  the  committee  on  appeals  and  grievances,  I 
directed  the  whole  matter  be  laid  over  until  the  next  meeting  of  the 
grand  lodge,  and  ordered  a  full  report  of  the  case  again  to  be  for- 
warded to  me.  This  has  been  done,  and  I  now  request  that  the  papers 
and  the  report  of  the  W.  M.  of  that  lodge  be  referred  again  to  the 
committee  on  appeals  and  grievances  for  their  action  and  report. 

Grand  Master  Packwood  adds  in  his  own  person  another  executive 
to  the  list  of  those  who  think  they  have  jurisdiction  over  profanes 
living  in  their  states.  On  the  application  of  the  grand  master  of 
Arkansas  he  went  through  the  form  of  waiving  jurisdiction  over  a 
resident  of  Louisiana,  although  all  the  jurisdiction  that  anybody  pos 
sessed  over  the  candidate  had  already  been  waived  in  favor  of  an 
Arkansas  lodge  by  the  lodge  in  whose  territory  he  lived. 

Under  the  head  of  "Foreign  Relations"  the  grand  master  discussed 
the  possibility  of  a  war  between  the  United  States  and  England,  and 
its  terrible  consequences,  and  urged  the  duty  of  Masonic  bodies  to 
raise  their  voices  against  it.  The  matter  got  as  far  as  a  report  from 
a  special  committee  when  the  good  sense  of  the  grand  lodge  came  to 
the  rescue  and  on  a  call  of  lodges  "it  was  not  adopted." 

The  grand  master  had  occasion  to  address  no  less  than  six  circular 
letters  to  the  craft,  one  of  them  made  necessary  by  the  misinterpre- 
tation of  his  response  to  a  request  from  a  lodge  to  send  out  under  his 
approval  an  appeal  to  the  brethren  of  the  state  to  take  chances  in  a 
rafile  of  a  lugger.  This,  and  the  attempt  to  raise  money  by  any 
species  of  gambling,  he  promptly  and  properly  denounced  and  forbade. 
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The  {fraud  lod^e  chartered  five  new  lodges  and  gave  dispensations 
for  two;  postponed  for  another  year  action  on  a  resolution  coming 
over  from  the  year  previous  proposing  to  adopt  Sickles'  monitor  as 
the  standard,  the  committee  on  work  finding  that  it  was  not  alto- 
gether according  to  the  work  of  the  state;  recognized  the  grand  lodge 
of  Tasmania;  negatived  all  but  the  third  of  the  four  propositions 
noted  in  our  review  of  Louisiana  last  year  touching  representation  in 
grand  lodge,  the  first  two  having  been  reported  by  the  jurisprudence 
committee  as  already  covered  by  existing  law,  and  the  fourth  having 
been  withdrawn;  killed  a  resolution  setting  forth  that  morality  and 
the  interests  of  Freemasonry  will  be  best  conserved  by  the  lodges 
"refusing  hereafter  to  act  favorably  upon  any  application  for  degrees 
from  any  person  engaged  in  the  saloon,  bar-room,  or  retail  liquor 
business." 

Albert  G.  Brice  was  elected  grand  master;  Richard  Lambert 
(Room  21,  Masonic  Temple)  re-elected  grand  secretary — both  of  New 
Orleans. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (161  pages)  is  again  the  work  of 
Past  Grand  Master  J.  Q.  A.  Fellows,  who  pursues  his  usual  method 
by  topics.  From  his  opening  words  we  quote  the  following,  with  the 
hope  that  the  mental  vigor  displayed  throughout  his  report  points 
also  to  complete  physical  recuperation: 

On  the  25th  of  January  he  corrected  the  last  proof  of  his  report 
for  last  year,  and  that  evening  was  prostrated  with  an  attack  of  ill- 
ness by  which  for  many  days  his  life  was  despaired  of,  and  he  was  only 
able  to  get  out  of  and  into  his  bed  without  assistance  of  his  nurse  on 
the  last  day  of  June.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  an  invalid  and  was 
able  to  begin  to  read  up  for  the  report  on  the  day  of  this  writing,  No- 
vember 12,  1895.  Should  this  production  not  come  up  to  the  former 
standard  of  these  reports,  the  foregoing  is  submitted  as  the  reason 
and  excuse  for  the  deficiency. 

Although  Bro.  Fellows  still  sticks  to  the  topical  plan  of  report, 
it  is  plain  that  he  finds  it  necessary  to  modify  his  original  design — as 
shown  in  his  first  efforts  on  that  plan — in  order  to  find  adequate  ex- 
pression for  his  own  views.  At  all  events  he  is,  while  no  worse  a  lis- 
tener, a  freer  talker  than  at  first.  The  craft  is  to  be  congratulated 
on  this,  for  with  his  ability  and  scholarship  his  own  contributions  to 
the  discussions  which  he  permits  others  to  carry  on  in  his  pages,  are 
a  very  distinct  gain  for  all  of  us. 

He  gives  some  two  pages  and  a  half  of  profound  reflection  and 
argument  on  the  new  Iowa  departure  of  making  a  distinction  between 
the  terms  "unaffiliated"  and  "non-affiliated,"  heretofore  indiscrimi- 
nately applied  to  all  Masons  not  members  of  lodges,  and  under  the 
topical  heading.  Non-affiliated — Unaffiliated,  says  in  part: 

As  we  attempt  to  treat  the  subject  indicated  b}^  this  heading,  we 
find  ourselves  in  a  quandary.     The  two  words  are  strictly  synonymous 
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— mean  exactly  the  same  thing,  convey  exactly  the  same  idea,  and 
are  used  interchangedly.  Some  use  the  first,  as  for  instance,  Bro. 
Wait,  of  New  Hampshire,  while  Bro.  Drummond,  of  Maine,  uses  the 
words  indiscriminately,  frequently  on  the  same  page.  Affiliate,  from 
the  Latin,  means  to  adopt  into  the  family,  as  a  son  or  child,  and  hence 
a  Mason  taken  into  a  lodge  is  an  affiliated  Mason.  The  negative 
prefix  indicates  that  the  brother  Mason  is  not  a  member  of  a  lodge. 
"Non"  is  the  Latin  prefix;  '•un"is  from  the  Saxon,  and  both  convey 
the  same  identical  negative  meaning  to  the  word  affiliate,  that  is,  not 
affiliated  with  a  lodge. 

Showing  the  inadequacy  of  the  Iowa  definition  of  non-affiliate  as 
to  one  whose  lodge  membership  has  been  severed  in  some  other  manner 
than  by  sentence  for  oft'ence,  because  it  fails  to  cover  those  who  have 
been  made  where  raising  to  the  third  degree  does  not  carry  with  it 
membership  in  the  lodge,  he  says: 

How  about  these  Masons  ?  Their  membership  had  never  been 
severed  in  any  manner,  for  they  were  never  members  of  any  lodge 
and  were  Masons  and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  Masons.  The  mem- 
bership in  a  lodge  gave  them  certain  other  or  additional  rights,  that 
is,  the  privileges  of  the  lodge,  conditioned  on  good  behavior  and  the 
payment  of  lodge  dues.  All  are  unaffiliates  or  non-affiliates,  whether 
they  have  been  dropped  or  have  dimitted  or  ceased  to  be  members  of 
a  lodge,  from  the  fact  that  the  lodge  had  ceased  to  exist,  or  lastly, 
from  never  having  been  a  member  of  a  lodge.  The  other,  now  called 
unaffiliates,  are  not  such,  for  by  the  definition,  they  are  suspended  or 
expelled  for  Masonic  offence,  and  surely  being  expelled  or  suspended, 
is  something  more  than  mere  non-affiliation  or  unaffiliation.  We  all 
know  what  expelled  Masons  or  suspended  Masons  are,  but  we  do  not 
recognize  them  to  be  such,  under  the  title,  unaffiliated. 

And  of  the  genesis  of  these  latter-day  distinctions,  he  says: 

But  all  this  confusion  arises  from  the  new  order  of  things,  from 
the  attempt  to  engraft  upon  the  fraternit}^  the  features  of  the  vari- 
ous life  and  health  or  benefit  associations,  and  to  change  Masonry 
from  its  fundamental  character  of  benevolence,  brotherly  love,  and 
charity — all  conditioned,  as  they  are,  upon  membership  in  a  lodge  and 
the  payment  of  dues  and  the  suspension  for  non-paj'ment  of  dues.  At 
first  it  was  suspension  from  lodge  rights  and  privileges,  and  with  a. 
chance  to  return  on  easy  terms,  and  with  only  the  disabilit}'  of  exclu- 
sion from  lodge  benefits.  Then  they  were  held  in  bad  standing  and 
declared  suspended  from  all  the  rights  and  privileg'es  of  Masons,  or, 
as  Georgia  has  it,  expelled — and  deeming  this  too  harsh  a  penalty, 
this  class  was  separated  into  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues,  as 
contradistinguished  from  suspended  for  unmasonic  conduct,  and  are 
reported  as  such.  And  then,  by  the  new  and  forced  construction  of 
the  terms,  they  are  further  designated  as — let  me  look  back  and  see — 
yes,  as  unaffiliated,  and  by  that  designation  not  separated  from  those 
expelled  or  suspended  for  unmasonic  conduct,  other  than  non-pa3'ment 
of  dues. 

This  is  all  wrong,  and  the  only  effect  is  in  causing  to  exist  the 
ignorance  in  the  minds  of  the  newly-made  Masons  of  what  the  insti- 
tution of  Freemasonrjr  really  is,  and  adding  to  this  vast  number  of 
unaffiliated.  Harsh  measures  are  used,  but  to  no  good  effect;  the  evil 
is  made  worse. 
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The  advocates  of  this  departure  from  the  original  plan  of  Masonry- 
say  it  is  the  dut}'  of  ever}-  Mason  to  belong  to  some  lodge,  and  that 
all  should  be  punished  who  fail  in  the  performance  of  this  duty.  It 
cannot  be  gainsaid  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  Mason  to  belong  to 
some  lodge:  but  are  there  not  other  duties  of  equal,  yes,  of  far  greater 
momenty  Is  the  duty  one  owes  to  his  neighbor,  the  duty  of  brotherly^ 
love,  relief  and  truth,  of  temperance  and  justice,  not  equal  in  impor- 
tance to  that  of  being  a  member  of  a  lodge?  Why  should  not  some 
one  propose  a  regulation  to  try  and  expel  or  suspend  in  short  order 
from  the  benefits  of  the  fraternity  all  who  violate  any  of  the  moral 
obligations?  These  are  sacramental,  are  a  part  of  the  teachings  of 
the  degrees,  while  that  of  being  a  member  of  a  lodge  is  only  of  legis- 
lative sanction. 

As  in  the  foregoing,  so  in  the  kindred  topic  of  non-payment  of 
dues,  he  forcibly  expresses  views  we  have  long  urged  upon  the  craft: 

This  subject  is  so  intimately  connected  with  the  foregoing  that  it 
naturally  follows  it  in  the  proper  arrangement  of  the  subjects  treated. 
In  fact  a  vast  majority  of  Masons,  not  members  of  lodges,  come  under 
the  class  denominated  unaffiliates  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa;  that 
is,  those  susjiended  for  the  non-payment  of  dues.  We  admit,  as  before 
stated,  that  every  Mason  should  belong  to  some  lodge,  and,  as  a  nec- 
essary consequence,  should  contribute  to  the  lodge  expenses,  which  is  exacted 
in  the  form  of  annual  (or  quarterly  or  monthly)  dues  to  the  lodge,  in 
default  of  paj'ment  should  be  excluded  from  the  lodge  privileges  and 
benefits.  If  able  and  unwilling  to  pay,  he  should  not  be  allowed  to 
take  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  lodge,  and  if  unable  the  lodge  should 
remit  these  dues,  or  suffer  him  to  dimit,  and  this  without  any  other  penalty 
than  that  of  being  deprived  of  these  privileges. 

Provisions  should  also  be  made  that  when  that  unwillingness  should 
cease,  or  the  financial  affairs  of  the  brother  should  warrant,  the  door 
of  admission  should  be  left  open  for  his  taking  an  active  part  again  in 
the  affairs  of  the  lodge.  But  he  should  not  be  deprived  of  any  of  his 
rights  and  privileges  as  a  Mason,  for  such  cause,  any  more  than  he 
can  be  absolved  from  the  performance  of  his  duties  and  obligations  as 
a  Mason,  taken  upon  him  at  the  time  of  his  initiation.  In  fact,  he 
cannot  legally  thus  be  deprived.  The  lodge  (or,  for  that  matter,  the 
grand  lodge  by  its  regulations)  has  not  the  right  to  thus,  and  for  this 
reason — that  of  non-membership,  or  non-payment  of  dues — so  deprive 
him,  though  we  find  that  the  power  to  do  so  has  been  often  exercised. 

The  whole  difficulty  has  arisen,  and  gradually  so,  from  the  depar- 
ture from  the  original  plan  of  Masonr}^,  by  making  the  lodge  the  dis- 
penser of  charity  and  ignoring  the  principle,  as  taught  in  every  step 
of  the  ceremonies,  that  charit}-.  or  rather  relief,  is  an  individual  duty, 
which  no  Mason  can  of  right  shift  from  his  own  shoulders  to  the  lodge, 
by  the  pa^-ment  of  increased  sums  into  its  treasury  in  the  shape  of  dues. 
This  has  led  the  Mason  to  acquire  the  habit  of  neglecting  his  duties 
in  this  regard,  for  it  is  only  bj^  constant  practice  in  the  discharge  of 
any  duty,  that  the  discharge  of  that  duty  becomes  a  habit.  Let  us 
return  to  the  old  way,  the  practice,  individually,  of  the  tenets  of  our 
profession,  of  brotherly  love,  relief,  and  truth,  and  limit  the  amount 
of  dues  to  the  actual  needs  of  the  lodge  for  current  expenses,  and  not 
require  the  lodge  to  be  the  administrator  of  charity,  or  relief,  or  to 
procure  the  means  by  a  poll  tax,  in  which  the  poor  Mason  is  compelled 
to  contribute  as  much  as  the  rich — the  millionaire.     This  heavy  2^^^^ 
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tax,  equal  to  the  rich  and  the  poor,  is  what  drives  Masons  from  the 
lodge  either  by  taking  a  dimit,  or  being  suspended  for  non-payment 
of  dues.  It  will  not  do  to  impute  to  such  brethren,  this  neglect  of 
duty  on  their  part  as  a  Masonic  offence,  while  the  lodge  itself  is  guilty 
of  a  greater  offence  of  exacting  from  the  poor  brother  an  amount 
equal  to  that  exacted  from  the  brother  of  ample  means.  A  conscious- 
ness of  individual  duty  in  the  matter  of  charity  or  rather  relief,  fre- 
quently leads  the  brother,  it  may  be  unconsciously  at  times,  to  consider 
the  methods  of  relief  as  doled  out  by  the  officers  of  the  lodge,  not  such 
as  they  in  their  inner  consciousness  could  approve,  that  leads  them  to 
the  neglect  of  paying  dues,  thus  expended  or  distributed. 

The  following,  out  of  Bro.  Fellows'  own  recent  personal  expe- 
rience, given  under  the  topic  of  "Masonic  Charity,  or  Relief,"  is  tes- 
timony to  the  value  of  Masonry  too  priceless  to  be  passed  by: 

Charity  or  Masonic  relief  is  individual,  not  corporate.  When  on  a 
bed  of  pain  and  near  the  verge  of  dissolution  for  many  months  during 
the  past  year,  this  writer  was  called  back  to  life  by  the  relief  given 
him  by  his  brethren,  not  merely  pecuniary  assistance,  but  by  their 
frequent  presence  with  encouraging  words  and  manner,  urging  upon 
me,  when  willing  if  not  anxious  to  depart,  that  I  must  not  disappoint 
my  friends,  that'l  had  much  to  live  for  and  much  yet  to  do  in  the  world. 
Though  often  when  in  paroxysms  of  pain  the  prayer  of  the  Saviour  in 
the  Garden  of  Gethsemane  was  on  my  lips,  I  could  not  resist  the  en- 
treaties of  my  brothers.  Often  I  felt  there  could  be  nothing  to  com- 
pensate the  suffering  I  endured,  yet  the  knowledge  which  I  before  had 
not  appreciated,  of  the  care  of  physicians,  the  loving,  tearful  anxiety 
of  wife,  the  prompt  and  free  acts  of  kindness  of  my  nurses  who  all 
acted  as  though  they  loved  me,  the  manifest  solicitude  of  friends,  and 
not  least  of  any.  the  love  of  my  brethren,  reconciled  me  to  accept  a 
prolongation  of  life,  and  it  all  seems  to  be  a  full  compensation.  Till 
tested,  I  did  not  know  this  and  how  my  brethren  felt,  but  in  the  end  I 
knew  that  the  principles  of  Freemanonry,  in  their  most  sublime  fea- 
tures, had  taken  full  possession  of  them  and  that  to  all  who  adminis- 
tered and  felt  for  me  that  the  true  tenets  of  Freemasonry,  brotherly 
love,  relief,  and  truth,  were  as  precious  to  them  as  their  lives. 

Under  the  head  of  "Mexican  Masonry,"  taking  as  his  text  some 
remarks  of  Past  Grand  Master  ANTHONY,  of  Nev>r  York,  dissenting 
from  our  conclusion  that  "there  is  no  lawful  Masonry  anywhere  that 
is  not  descended  from  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masonry  of  the  British 
Isles — the  Masonry  of  the  charges  of  a  Freemason— which  crystal- 
lized into  the  grand  lodge  system  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  that  there  is  no  alleged  Masonry  anywhere  that  is  not 
either  this  or  a  departure  or  dissent  from  this,  such  dissent  or  depar- 
ture occurring  after  the  grand  lodge  was  fully  evolved  and  with  its 
structure  and  policy  identified  as  a  part  of  the  original  plan,"  Bro. 
Fellows  discusses  with  great  force  the  genesis  of  recognizable  lodges 
and  grand  lodges.  Bro.  Anthony  expresses  the  opinion  that  there 
are  regular  bodies  outside  of  those  which  can  trace  their  origin  back 
to  the  British  grand  lodges,  and  that  the  bodies  of  the  "York  Rite" 
do  not  embrace  the  whole  of  pure  and  accepted  Freemasonry. 
"Lodges,"  he  says — meaning  lodges  chartered  by  supreme  councils 
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and  grand  orients,  which  are  in  lawful  possession  of  the  symbolic  de- 
grees have  the  unquestionable  authority  to  merge  their  rights  and 
powers  in  a  supreme  grand  body  of  Symbolic  Masonry,  and  free  from 
the  authority  of  any  supreme  council,''  and  this  he  understands 
"practically  represents  the  organization  of  theGranDietaof  Mexico." 

Bro.  Fellows  thus  comments: 

We  might  be  excused  from  any  remarks  under  that  head,  consid- 
ering what  we  have  written  in  our  previous  reports,  and  shall  now  only 
state  generally  that  Masonry,  as  it  at  present  exists,  is  derived  from 
the  four  (perhaps  five)  grand  lodges  that  existed  in  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland  during  the  early  part  of  the  last  century.  The  first 
lodge  in  France  was  chartered  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  about 
1725,  and  from  that  and  other  lodges  chartered  by  that  grand  lodge  in 
France  spring  all  there  is,  or  ever  was,  of  legitimate  Masonry  in 
France. 

About  1730,  or  shortly  subsequent,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England 
established  lodges  at  the  Hague,  in  Prussia,  Spain,  Portugal,  the  East 
Indies,  and  in  its  colonies  in  North  America,  where  none  previously 
existed.  From  these  sprang  all  there  is,  or  ever  was,  of  legitimate 
Masonry  on  the  continents  of  Europe  and  in  America. 

Not  satisfied,  however,  with  the  simplicity  and  completeness  of 
the  English  Masonry,  some  enterprmng  individuals  created  new  degrees, 
consolidated  them  into  various  systems,  termed  rites— as  for  instance, 
the  Rite  of  Perfection  of  twent3--five  degrees;  and, to  add  to  the  validity 
of  their  creations  to  some  extent,  changed  the  rituals  and  teachings  of 
the  three  degrees,  taking  from  them  some  portions  which  they  incor- 
porated into  their  higher  degrees.  But  it  must  be  admitted  that,  had 
they  understood  the  groundwork  of  the  institution,  the  landmarks  of 
Freemasonry,  they  could  have  legally  done  nothing  to  militate  against 
the  organization  of  the  three  degrees  into  grand  lodges  exclusively, 
governing  the  fraternit}',  and  that  these  grand  lodges  had  the  sole 
power  of  creating  new  loclges,and  these  lodges  of  initiating  the  profane. 

Hence,  as  a  fundamental  principle,  the  creators  of  these  higherC?) 
degrees,  or  the  possessors  of  them,  had  no  power  to  make  Masons  in 
any  other  way  than  through  the  machinery  of  lodges  formed  legiti- 
mately by  legitimate  grand  lodges,  nor  to  create  lodges  of  symbolic 
Masonry  or  govern  them.  Last  year  we  stated  that  it  would  not  be 
safe  to  acknowledge,  as  legitimate,  any  grand  lodge  which  could  not 
"trace  its  genealogy,"  and  intimated  that  it  was  necessary  for  them 
to  show  that  they  were  first  formed  by  a  convention  of  lodge  repre- 
sentatives, they  representing  a  majority  of  the  lodges  in  such  country 
or  independent  state,  and  that  these  lodges  derived  their  existence  from  a 
legitimate  source,  to-tvit.:  legitimate  grand  lodges. 

The  Grand  Lodges  of  Germany,  Northern  Europe,  and  all  grand 
lodges  in  countries  where  the  English  language  is  spoken,  can  trace 
their  origin  and  have  shown  their  right  to  exist  under,  and  in  accord- 
ance with  the  above  rules.  We  have  yet  to  see  that  any  others  can 
so  trace  their  descent.  Most  of  the  others  of  this  class  are  formed  by 
supreme  councils,  who  never  had  the  rightful  power  to  create  lodges, 
or  to  initiate  the  profane.  Such  lodges  and  Masons,  seems  to  us,  to 
be  irregular  or  clandestine. 
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All  supreme  councils  claim  to  be  derived  from  the  Supreme  Coun- 
cil of  the  Southern  Jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and  it  claims  to 
be  the  mother  supreme  council  of  the  world,  established  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  on  the  31st  of  May,  1801.  The  first  members  (nine  in 
number)  of  that  supreme  council  were  Master  Masons,  and  had  re- 
ceived their  degree  in  a  reg'ular  lodge  of  Freemasons,  under  all  the 
obligations  and  restrictions  which  such  a  degree  implies,  and  of  which 
we  are  all  familiar  as  Master  Masons,  they  could  not  aid  in  admitting 
into  the  fraternity  any  prof ane,  except  in  a  legally  constituted  lodge, 
which  lodge  must  have  possession  of  a  legal  charter,  emanating  from 
some  grand  lodge  empowering  them  to  work:  and  they  could  not  con- 
vey to  any  one  upon  whom  they  might  confer  the  33d  degree,  any  power 
beyond  what  they  themselves  possessed;  not  having  any  such  power, 
all  persons  initiated  by  them  were  clandestine,  and  all  lodges  formed 
and  composed  of  persons  thus  initiated,  were  clandestine  lodges,  and 
had  no  power  to  form  a  legitimate  grand  lodge.  Grand  lodges  thus 
formed  cannot  properly  be  recognized. 

With  the  creation  of  higher  degrees  we  have  nothing  to  do.  Those 
who  made  them,  or  became  jiossessed  of  them,  had  the  right,  so  far  as 
concerns  grand  lodges,  to  control  them,  and  to  this  end  to  form  organ- 
izations with  such  powers  and  restrictions  as  might  to  them  seem 
proper.  In  the  United  States  (and  the  British  Dominions)  these  or- 
ganizations, such  as  chapters  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  councils  of  Royal 
and  Select  Masters,  and  commanderies  of  Knights  Templar,  have  been 
thus  organized  and  are  governed  by  laws  of  their  own,  but  they  in  no 
way  interfere,  nor  have  they  ever  attempted  to  interfere  with  the 
affairs  of  lodges  or  of  grand  lodges,  and  so  it  is  now  with  the  two 
supreme  councils  of  the  33d  degree  in  the  United  states. 

But  it  seems  to  have  beem,  and  still  to  be,  otherwise  in  other 
countries.  Those  possessed  of  these  higher  degrees  and  in  control  of 
organizations  of  them,  have  assumed  to  have  power  to  make  Masons 
and  to  create  lodges  of  the  symbolic  degree,  and  of  such  are  many  of 
the  grand  bodies,  claiming  to  be  Masonic  and  requesting  our  recogni- 
tion as  bodies  of  legitimate  Masonry.  Recognition  by  grand  lodges 
of  those  known  to  be  thus  disqualified  cannot  be  granted;  nor  can  we 
recognize  any  of  these  foreign  bodies  claiming  to  be  Masonic, until  they, 
as  we  stated  last  year,  shall  trace  their  genealogy  and  prove  them- 
selves to  have  descended  from  a  recognized  authority— namely  from 
grand  lodges,  legitimately  existing  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing 
rules,  which  we  take  to  be  fundamental. 

But,  as  remarked  last  year,  the  cry  is  made  that  by  this  rule  we 
destroy  the  universality  of  Freemasonry.  We  then  asserted  that  not 
one-twentieth  of  those  claiming  to  be  Masons  in  the  world  were  other 
than  those  speaking  the  English  and  German  languages. 

After  quoting  in  verification  of  this  estimate  of  the  proportion 
borne  by  the  membership  of  these  alien  rites  to  those  affiliated  with 
the  grand  lodge  system,  the  statistics  and  estimates  of  Bros.  Com- 
mons, of  Indiana,  in  his  last  preceding  report,  Bro.  Fellows  con- 
tinues: 

Passing  by  all  the  many  rites  and  organizations  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  during  the  last  half  of  the  last  century,  only  the  Modern 
or  French  Rite  of  seven  degrees,  the  Rite  of  Perfection  of  twenty-five 
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degrees,  and  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  of  thirty-three 
degrees  need  to  be  considered. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  France,  about  1758,  added  to  the  three  sym- 
bolic degrees  (Entered  Apprentice,  Fellow  Craft,  and  Master  Mason), 
three  others  taken  from  the  degrees  uf  Rite  of  Perfection,  then  scat- 
tered and  unorganized,  and  subsequently  in  all,  seven,  the  last  of 
which  was  that  of  Rose  Croix. 

The  founders  of  the  Rite  of  Perfection  added  to  the  three  sym- 
bolic degrees  twenty-two  others,  taken  from  the  vast  mass  of  degrees 
called  Masonic,  in  all  twenty-five,  the  Rose  Croix  being  the  18th,  and 
the  Sublime  Princes  of  the  Royal  Secret  the  25th,  and,  as  before 
stated,  created  a  grand  council  in  1761  or  1762. 

The  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  took  the  degrees  of  the 
Rite  of  Perfection,  interpolated  seven  new  degrees  between  the  18th 
and  25th,  making  the  latter  the  32d,  and  added  that  of  Sovereign  Grand 
Inswector  General  or  33d  degree,  in  all  thirty-three  degrees,  and  this, 
with  changes  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  three  symbolic  degrees,  was 
called  for  short,  the  Scottish  Rite,  each  of  these  organizations,  or 
rather,  the  first  two  of  them,  for  the  founders  of  the  Ancient  and  Ac- 
cepted Scottish  Rite,  and  those  of  the  Rite  of  Perfection,  as  they 
found  them,  made  changes  in  the  ritual  and  'ceremonies  of  the  first 
three  degrees,  and  so  each  claimed  that  its  rites,  as  a  ceremony,  was  a 
different  thing  from  that  of  the  original  rite  or  ceremon3^  The  essen- 
tials of  the  ceremon}'  of  the  original  degrees  were,  however,  all  re- 
tained, and  only  additions  were  made,  which  we,  of  the  English  ritual, 
deem  not  only  useless  and  superfluous,  and  as  detractive  from  the 
completeness  of  the  ceremony,  but  which  changes  thej'  profess  to 
deem  important. 

The  Grand  Orient  of  France  controls  the  modern  rite,  and  was 
an  independent  sovereign  body,  but  as  it  has  dropped  a  belief  in  God 
from  its  requirements  and  eliminated  any  allusion  in  its  rituals  to  the 
Grand  Architect  of  the  Universe,  it  has  been  considered  as  having" 
destroyed  one  of  the  landmarks  of  Freemasonry,  and  is  not  now  by 
any  of  English  speaking  grand  lodges  held  to  be  'Masonic,  and  hence 
nothing  need  be  said  farther  in  regard  to  the  French  or  modern  rite, 
only  that  it  had  the  legal  right  to  establish  lodges,  in  accordance  with 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  institution,  being  a  sovereign  and 
independent  body,  with  lodge  representation. 

But  this  cannot  be  said  of  the  Rite  of  Perfection. 

Its  leaders,  those  who  governed  and  controlled  the  rites,  claimed 
the  power — which  the}'  exercised — of  initiating  ^lasons  and  establish- 
ing lodges,  and  governing  them  by  their  own  rules,  and  thus  struck 
out  another  fundamental  principle  or  landmark  of  Masonry,  the 
equality  of  all  Masons  "upon  the  checkered  floor"  and  their  right  in 
grand  lodge  through  representatives  of  the  lodges  to  govern  them- 
selves. So  far  the}'  were  unmasonic.  But  as  this  rite  has,  as  an  organi- 
zation, disappeared,  it  is  not  necessary  further  to  consider  it,  except 
in  so  far  as  the  result  of  their  action  is  left  as  a  residuum,  in  the  form 
of  lodges  of  their  creation,  etc.  We  cannot  admit  that  the  lodges  it 
created  are  legitimate,  as  it  could  have  no  legitimate  right  to  consti- 
tute lodges  or  initiate  Masons,  but  only  to  control  the  degrees  above 
the  third.     It   is   a   question  well  worth  future   investigation,  what 
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grand  orients  or  grand  lodg'es  exist,  if  any  do  exist,  which  owe  their 
orig'in  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  Rite  of  Perfection. 

As  to  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Rites,  many  supreme  councils 
exist,  and  in  all  countries,  except  that  of  the  United  States,  the  Brit- 
ish Dominion,  and  Germany,  they  claim,  and,  at  least  till  quite  re- 
cently, exercised  the  power  of  control  over  all  lodg'es,  grand  and 
subordinate,  and  as  to  such  control  cannot,  it  may  seem,  be  properly 
recog'nized.  It  is  another  question,  for  research,  how  many,  if  not  all, 
subordinate  lodg'es  under  their  control,  were  not  created  by  them,  in 
violation  of  the  original  plan  of  Masonr}-.  While  any  attempt  on 
their  part  thus  to  initiate  profanes,  organize  and  control  lodges,  is  an 
usurpation  on  their  part,  their  government  by  a  hierarchy,  in  which 
the  Masonic  people  have  no  voice,  is,  as  above  stated,  so  far  as  lodges 
and  grand  lodges  are  concerned,  another  violation  of  a  landmark, 
denying,  as  they  do,  the  right  of  Masons  to  govern  themselves. 

Bro.  FellO'WS  quotes  from  the  Illinois  report  on  correspondence 
on  eight  of  the  twenty  topics  which  are  treated  in  his  report,  and  we 
are  gratified  to  find  that  in  nearly  all  we  are  in  accord  with  the  views 
indicated  or  exx)ressed  by  this  staunch  and  loyal  supporter  of  the 
Masonry  of  the  original  plan. 


MAINE,  1895. 

76th  Annual,.  Portland.  *  May  7. 

Steel  portraits  of  Grand  Master  Horace  H.  Burbank  and  of 
Henry  R.  Taylor,  junior  past  grand  master,  adorn  the  fly  leaves  of 
the  Maine  pamphlet.  Fort^r  jurisdictions  contributed  to  the  diplomatic 
corps,  Illinois  in  the  person  of  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden  Joseph  A. 
Locke,  who  at  this  session  was  elected  deputy  grand  master. 

Grand  Master  Burbank  referred  at  the  outset  of  his  address  to 
the  anniversary  they  were  to  celebrate  on  the  morrow,  and  said: 

I  will  not  anticipate  the  exercises  which  have  been  assigned  for 
that  day;  but  I  may  well  felicitate  the  craft  upon  the  attainment 
which  these  seventy-five  years  have  brought  in  their  flight.  The  jour- 
ney has  not  always  been  an  eas}'  or  pleasant  task  nor  the  road  free 
from  thorns.  In  the  distant  past  our  order  encountered  violent  oppo- 
sition and  its  faithful  members  met  persecution  and  obloquy;  but 
victory  at  last  crowned  their  patience  and  devotion.  Our  past  is 
secure,  and  we  should  not  forget  the  debt  we  owe  to  our  Masonic 
ancestors  for  the  treasures  which  they  garnered  for  and  bequeathed 
to  us.  Leaders  in  a  time  when  it  cost  more  than  money  to  be  true 
Masons,  they  merit  our  best  tribute  of  esteem. 
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Fathers  in  Masonry,  they  all  are  gone,  and  even  another  genera- 
tion are  gathered  to  their  tombs.  And  the  tireless  hand  of  the  reaper 
is  3^et  busy. 

He  announced  the  death  of  Grand  Treasurer  Frederick  Fox  in 
his  sixty-seventh  year,  and  of  Albert  Moore,  past  grand  master,  in 
his  eightieth,  of  whom  he  says: 

He  rendered  much  public  service  to  his  fellow  citizens  in  town, 
county,  and  state,  and  discharged  every  official  trust  with  conspicuous 
fidelity.  Liberal  in  religious  thought,  kind  of  heart,  correct  in  life, 
sincere  in  principle  and  earnest  in  conviction,  he  earned  the  esteem  of 
his  neighbors  and  friends,  and  retained  the  respect  of  all.  Strong  In 
wall  power,  loyal  to  duty,  ardent  in  action,  and  of  unblemished  char- 
acter, he  exerted  great  influence  for  good  within  the  circle  of  his 
acquaintance. 

Discriminating  tributes  were  paid  to  both  by  the  special  com- 
mittee on  the  death  of  past  grand  officers,  the  work  of  Bro.  Drum- 
MOND,  the  chairman.  His  tribute  to  Bro.  Moore  closes  with  these 
quoted  lines  whi'ch  were  read  at  his  funeral  and  which  we  are  glad  to 
preserve  in  our  report: 

"We  knew  it  must  be  so, 
That  soon  or  late, 
The  good-bye  must  be  said. 
The  dear  grey  head  lie  down  to  its  last  sleep. 
And  yet— God  pity  us— we  can  but  weep. 

"We  hoped  a  few  years  more 
He  might  be  spared ; 
We  wanted  so  to  see 

The  well-known  face  still  meet  us  with  its  smile. 
A  little  while,  oh,  yet  a  little  while. 

"But  now  the  hour  has  come, 
Old  age  and  heaven 
Have  asked  and  claimed  their  own, 
And  we— ah,  can  it  be— no  more  will  meet, 
In  home,  nor  church,  nor  village  street? 

"No,  no,  that  is  not  true. 
He  is  not  gone, 
His  voice  yet  speaks  to  us, 
And  often  will  his  counsels  clear  our  way. 
As  if  the  words  we  plainlj'  heard  him  sa}'. 

"We  have,  to  help  us  here. 
The  dear  old  past. 
Which  memorj'  keeps  alive. 
And  for  the  life  beyond,  oh  may  there  shine 
Such  hopes  as  his,  into  your  hearts  and  mine.'" 

Grand  Master  Burbank  submitted  the  following  decisions  which 
will  be  reported  upon  by  the  jurisprudence  committee  after  a  3'ear's 
reflection: 

1.  It  is  not  permissible  for  officers  of  a  lodge  to  wear  robes. 
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2.  A  lodge  has  no  right  to  pay  out  of  its  treasury  the  expenses  of 
its  annual  receptions,  the  principal  feature  of  which  is  dancing.  Nor 
is  it  Masonic  to  advertise  Masonry  in  that  manner,  or  any  other. 

3.  Under  Standing  Regulation  No.  23,  a  lodge  may  vote  the  use  of 
its  hall  to  a  chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star,  as  it  may  to  a  lodge  of  Odd 
Fellows,  or  Good  Templars,  or  other  secret  societies. 

4.  A  resident  of  ,  Massachusetts,  with  the  proper  consent 

and  permission  of  a  lodge  there,  and  of  the  grand  master  of  Massa- 
chusetts, applies  to  a  lodge  in  Maine,  is  in  due  time  balloted  for  and 
is  rejected.  After  six  months  he  may  again  apply  to  the  lodge  here 
without  consent  from  any  source. 

5.  An  unaffiliated  Mason  cannot  be  elected  an  honorary  member  of 
a  lodge. 

6.  A  lodge  cannot  take  its  own  candidate  to  another  lodge  in 
another  town,  and  do  its  work  in  the  latter  lodge;  a  district  deputy 
grand  master  has  no  authority  to  grant  such  permission. 

Of  the  four  which  are  of  general  application  we  are  not  disposed 
to  question  the  correctness  of  any  but  the  second.  If  an  annual  re- 
ception with  its  social  opportunities  will  tend  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
lodge,  we  do  not  see  why  the  brethren  have  not  the  same  right  to  draw 
on  the  treasury  for  the  expenses,  that  they  would  have  to  expend  the 
lodge  funds  in  beautifying  their  Masonic  home,  with  the  same  design. 
We  do  not  think  the  fact  of  dancing  affects  the  question  of  lawfulness, 
nor  does  a  reunion  of  that  kind  seem  to  us  to  differ  so  widely  in  kind 
from  a  public  installation  as  to  put  one  in  the  advertising  category 
and  the  other  not. 

In  reporting  the  consolidation  of  two  lodges  under  the  name  and 
number  of  the  elder  of  the  two,  the  grand  master  states  that  the 
charter  was  duly  endorsed  by  the  grand  master  and  grand  secretary. 
This  seems  to  us  preferable  to  our  practice  of  issuing  a  new  charter. 
In  the  case  mentioned  the  charter  was  originally  issued  to  Buxton 
Lodge,  at  Buxton,  in  1826.  Later  it  was  changed  to  Dunlap  No.  47  (and 
removed  to  Biddeford),  the  name  that  is  now  perpetuated.  Thus  the 
charter  itself  is  varied  history. 

The  following  is  copied  for  information,  showing  the  outci-opping 
everywhere  of  the  modern  tendency  to  convert  Masonry  into  a  bene- 
ficiary institution  with  a  regular  system  of  debit  and  credit  between 
constituent  bodies,  a  tendency  that  happily  is  not  likely  to  find  favor 
in  Maine: 

From  the  grand  master  of  Rhode  Island,  I  have  received  the  com- 
plaint of  St.  .lohn  Lodge,  at  Newport,  against  Crescent  Lodge,  of 
Pembroke,  in  this  jurisdiction,  for  refusing  to  refund  the  former 
lodge  for  expense  incurred  in  care  of  a  member  of  the  latter  lodge. 
Crescent  Lodge  does  not  admit  its  liability.  Herewith  find  correspond- 
ence touching  the  claim. 
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Edwin  A.  Porter,  of  Liberty,  complains  against  Meridian  Splendor 
Lodge  No.  49,  at  Newport,  for  not  refunding"  to  him  the  aid  rendered 
to  the  widow  of  a  former  member  of  said  lodge;  and  I  also  return  the 
correspondence  which  has  come  to  me. 

In  closing  the  grand  master  has  some  strong  exhortations  as  to 
individual  and  collective  duty  toward  intemperance,  slander,  profane 
and  licentious  speech  and  bad  citizenship.  We  should  be  glad  to 
copy  it  all  but  must  content  ourselves  with  some  passages  of  especial 
strength: 

What  gross  injustice  is  often  done  by  slander.  And  this  word  com- 
prises a  multitude  of  sins,  from  idle  gossip  of  harmless  intent,  up  to 
malicious  detraction  of  one's  character.  AlasI  how  much  mischief  is 
hidden  beneath  those  baneful  words,  "they  say."  And  who  are  "they?" 
"The  cowled  monks,  the  hooded  friars,  who  glide  with  hooded  faces 
in  the  procession  of  life,  muttering,  in  an  unknown  tongue,  words  of 
mysterious  import";'  Who  are  'they'?  The  midnig'ht  assassins  of  repu- 
tation, who  lurk  in  the  by-lanes  of  society,  with  dagger  tongues, 
sharpened  by  invention  and  malice,  to  draw  the  blood  of  innocence, 
and,  hyena-like,  banquet  on  the  dead?  Who  are  'they'?  They  are  a 
multitude  no  man  can  number,  searching  for  victims  in  every  city, 
town,  and  village,  wherever  the  heart  of  humanity  throbs  or  the 
ashes  of  mortality  find  rest.  Skulkers:  cowards.  Give  me  the  bold 
brigand  who  thunders  along  the  highways  with  flashing  weapon,  that 
cuts  the  sunbeams  as  well  as  the  shades:  give  me  the  pirate,  who  un- 
furls the  black  flag,  emblem  of  his  terrible  trade,  and  shows  the  plank 
which  your  doomed  feet  must  tread;  but  save  me  from  the  'they- 
sayers'  of  society,  whose  knives  are  hidden  in  a  velvet  sheath,  whose 
bridge  of  death  is  woven  of  flowers,  and  who  spread  with  invisible 
poison  even  the  spotless  whiteness  of  the  winding  sheet."  Of  all  such 
enemies  beware. 


Nor  does  Masonry  conflict  with  the  duties  of  citizenship.  The 
judge,  juror,  witness  in  court,  the  citizen  ruler,  official  or  voter,  can  find 
no  warrant  in  our  law  or  ritual  for  the  slightest  disregard  of  the  rights 
of  neighbor  or  townsman,  nor  disloyalty  to  society,  state  or  nation, 
because  he  is  a  Mason;  quite  the  contrary  of  this,  and  because  lie  is  a 
3feison,  one  is  under  especial  obligations  to  adhere  to  those  funda- 
mental principles  of  justice,  equal  rights  and  integrity,  which  are  the 
glory  and  safety  of  society,  of  the  state,  of  the  nation,  as  well  as  of 
honor  and  protection  to  the  individual.  The  common  law,  and  Ma- 
sonic law  as  well,  are  in  full  accord  upon  this  all  important,  far-reach- 
ing proposition,  namely,  that  the  rights  and  privileges  of  every  man 
are  bounded  on  every  side  by  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  neighbors, 
and  by  a  line  clear  and  straight,  and  to  that  line  we  must  hew. 


There  is  no  room  in  our  mystic  circle  for  the  intemperate,  the  un- 
truthful, the  licentious,  the  profane.  We  should  not  have  our  good 
name  tainted  by  such  members.  The  world  has  naught  to  do  with 
our  secrets,  but  it  has  mnch  to  do  with  the  conduct  of  our  members. 

And  you  and  I  must  remember  the  element  of  personal  responsi- 
bility which  we  cannot  shirk  nor  shake  off;    and  to  this  extent  are  we 
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our  "brother's  keeper."     Somebody  has  written:  "The  space  between 
what  a  man  is  and  his  ideal  is  his  opportunity." 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  session  the  exercises 
incident  to  the  celebration  of  the  seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
grand  lodge  took  place,  consisting  of  music  and  prayer,  a  historical 
address  by  Past  Grand  Master  Edward  P.  Burnham,  reminiscences 
of  early  members  by  Past  Grand  Master  Hiram  Chase  and  an  oration 
on  Masonry  b}"  Past  Grand  Master  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  all  of  which 
we  have  read  with  great  interest. 

Briefly  sketching  the  history  of  Masonry  in  Maine  from  the  open- 
ing of  the  first  lodge  at  Fulmouth  (now  Portland),  May  8,  1769,  under 
a  charter  from  John  Rowe,  grand  master  of  St.  John's  Provincial 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  down  to  1819,  the  year  when  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine  voted  in  favor  of  a  separation  from  Massachusetts,  Bro. 
Burnham  says: 

It  will  be  noticed  that  about  two-thirds  of  the  lodges  of  75  years 
ago  are  located  upon  the  seaboard  or  upon  navigable  rivers.  As 
many  of  the  early  villages  were  thus  situated,  so  were  the  lodges. 
There  were  then  no  railroads  and  the  factories  were  few.  Lodg^ 
meetings  were  less  accessible  than  now  and  part  of  the  members 
traveled  quite  a  distance  to  attend  them.  A  time  near  the  full  moon 
was  usuall}'  selected,  the  better  to  show  the  homeward  way.  It  was 
not  unusual  for  mariners  and  traders  from  Maine  to  receive  the  de- 
grees in  foreign  lodges  or  in  the  large  seaports  of  this  country. 
Questions  of  jurisdiction  were  not  a  source  of  trouble  in  those  days. 
Others  received  degrees  in  army  lodges  connected  with  the  Continen 
tal  forces. 

The  grand  lodge  was  formed  in  1820  and  its  officers  installed  on 
the  24th  of  June  of  that  year,  the  movement  for  its  organization  hav- 
ing been  initiated  by  Portland  Lodge,  in  August  of  the  preceding 
year,  some  six  months  after  the  district  had  voted  in  favor  of  sepa- 
ration. 

The  following  entries  in  Bro.  Burnham's  address  reflect  the  anti- 
Masonic  excitement  which  began  to  gather  headway  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  decade  following  the  organization  of  the  grand  lodge.  At 
the  session  of  1828  charters  were  granted  for  five  new  lodges.  No 
more  lodges  were  chartered  or  resuscitated  until  1844: 

1830.  The  deputy  grand  master,  Peleg  Sprague,  being  in  service 
at  Washington  as  United  States  Senator.  Robert  R.  Dunlap  was  chosen 
grand  master  and  Bro.  Sprague  continued  as  deputy. 

1831.  Grand  Master  Dunlap  was  re-elected.  As  the  state  capitol 
would  be  at  Augusta  from  January,  1832,  it  was  voted  that  the  grand 
lodge  would  also  meet  there. 

1832.  At  Augusta,  Nathaniel  Coffin  was  chosen  grand  master. 
Sixteen  lodges  were  represented. 

1833.  Ten  lodges  were  represented.  Kennebec  Lodge,  at  Hallo- 
well,  surrendered  its  charter. 
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1834.     Seven  lodges  were  represented. 

183a.  Six  lodges  were  represented.  Reuel  Washburn  was  chosen 
grand  master. 

1836.  Four  lodges  were  represented. 

1837.  Present,  the  grand  master,  deputy  grand  master,  grand 
treasurer,  grand  secretary,  and  grand  tyler.  Hermon  Lodge,  by 
Stephen  Webber,  also  three  brethern. 

1838.  Four  lodges  were  represented.  Abner  B.  Thompson  was 
chosen  rand  master. 

1839.  Four  lodges  were  represented.  To  a  letter  dated  Julj^  2, 
1838,  received  from  the  officers  of  the  grand  lodge  of  South  Carolina, 
stating  their  recent  loss  by  fire,  and  presented  at  the  session  of  our 
grand  lodge,  a  reply  was  returned:  "It  must  be  known  to  you  that 
the  unfortunate  and  unjustifiable  anti-masonic  excitement  which  has 
prevailed  throughout  New  England  since  1826,  raging  with  the  vio- 
lence of  pestilential  disease,  has  so  far  affected  our  labors  as  to  pro- 
duce in  nearly  all  our  lodges  an  entire  relinquishment  of  them.  In 
fact,  our  work  is  suspended,  and  the  sound  of  the  gavel  is  not  heard 
within  our  walls." 

•     1840.     Six  lodges  were  represented. 

1841.  Two  lodges  were  represented.  Hezekiah  Williams  was 
chosen  grand  master.  The  committee  on  foreign  correspondence  re- 
ported laaving  received  communications  from  thirteen  grand  lodges, 
'•and  they  had  very  little  to  awaken  hope,  in  relation  to  the  craft,  or 
cheer  the  gloom  that  has  been  for  years  thickening  upon  our  ill-fated 
but  much  injured  institution." 

1842.  Philip  C.  Johnson,  grand  secretary,  and  six  brethren  at- 
tended. No  lodge  was  represented.  Returns  were  read  from  Phoenix 
and  Orient  lodges.     Thomas  W.  Smith  was  chosen  grand  master. 

1843.  Five  lodges  were  represented.  A  Masonic  state  convention 
was  held  in  Portland.  October  4  and  5, 1843,  at  which  twent3^-three  cities 
and  towns  were  represented  by  eighty  Masons.  Thomas  S.  Bowles  was 
president.  It  was  voted  to  have  a  celebration  of  the  nativity  of  St. 
John,  the  Baptist,  at  Portland,  on  the  24th  of  June.  1844.  Consider- 
able interest  was  manifested,  showing  an  awakening  in  Masonr}-. 

Bro.  BuRNHAM  gives  sketches  of  the  earlier  generation  of  grand 
masters  in  Maine,  beginning  with  Gov.  William  King,  who  was 
chosen  grand  master  when  the  grand  lodge  was  organized,  and  ending 
with  Jabes  True,  elected  in  1856.  Of  these  we  only  knew  personally 
the  following: 

12.  1845,  "46.  John  T.  Paine,  of  Sanford;  born  1801,  Aug.  20th, 
Wakefield,  N.  H.;  representative  in  legislature  1837'  to  "42;  county 
attorney  1842  to  "46:  he  moved  to  Massachusetts  1849,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature,  Melrose,  1851:  died  1865. 

Bro.  Paine — a  man  of  ability  and  commanding  presence — was  a 
member  of  our  mother  lodge,  at  Melrose,  at  the  time  of  our  making 
while  it  was  yet  under  dispensation,  and  we  think  continued  a  member 
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under  the  charter.     His  son-in-law,  Nathaniel  Hobbs,  was  its  first 
secretary. 

Past  Grand  Master  Chase's  reminiscences  of  his  early  associates 
in  the  grand  lodge — which  he  entered  in  1853 — are  as  interesting 
as  a  novel.  They  were  men  distinguished  for  their  learning  and  high 
moral  standing,  many  of  them  men  of  great  force  and  character. 
When  Bro.  Chase  first  saw  the  grand  lodge  the  craft  had  just  emerged 
from  the  dark  cloud  of  anti-Masonry.     Of  the  period  he  says: 

Many  of  our  lodges  had  not  resumed  work  and  the  attendance 
upon  the  grand  lodge  was  small.  During  this  period  all  our  lodges 
suspended  work  and  but  few  held  meetings;  the  result  was,  after  re- 
suming work  the  brethren  (to  use  a  common  jihrase)  found  them- 
selves very  rusty.  As  there  were  very  few  or  no  rituals,  they  were 
obliged  to  depend  upon  their  memorj^,  consequently  there  came  into 
use  a  great  diversity  of  work,  not  in  the  great  and  prominent  land- 
mark, but  in  the  minute  detail,  and  each  brother  was  tenacious  of 
his  recollections;  this  resulted  in  a  yearly  controversy  as  to  the  right; 
and  these  differences  became  the  subject  of  discussion  in  open  grand 
lodge  for  years,  and  question  after  question  was  decided  by  majority 
vote.  It  was  not  unusual  that  the  decision  of  one  meeting  was  re- 
versed at  the  next,  and  this  unsettled  condition  continued  until  the 
grand  lodge  adopted  a  complete  ritual  of  the  work  and  lectures  and 
caused  the  same  to  be  promulgated  throughout  the  jurisdiction. 

The  oration  of  Past  Grand  Master  Drummond  is  a  paper  of  great 
practical  value  which  no  Mason  can  read  without  profit.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  an  address  which  as  a  whole  is  so  broad,  so  instinct 
with  the  true  principles  of  fraternity,  and  of  THE  fraternity  should 
be  marred  in  its  basic  statement  of  principles  by  an  attempt  to  narrow 
its  catholic  basis,  a  basis  broad  enough  to  warrant  the  statement 
that  "the  fundamental  principle  of  Masonry  is  the  Fatherhood  of 
God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  Man." 

This  basis  Bro.  Drummond  would  narrow  by  adding  to  the  sole 
religious  test  which  the  landmark  warrants  and  requires — belief  in 
God  and  obedience  to  the  moral  law — the  additional  test  of  belief  in 
the  divine  authenticity  of  the  Bible.  He  says  that  an  inspection  of 
their  early  records  shows  this  to  have  been  held  by  the  fathers  of 
their  grand  lodge,  and  the  implication  is  that  it  was  therefore  a  part 
of  Masonry  as  in  came  down  to  them.  We  know  that  the  Masonic 
history  of  Maine  furnishes  instances — as  does  also  that  of  Missouri 
and  Texas — where  God-trusting  men  have  been  expelled  from  Masonry 
for  want  of  belief  in  such  authenticity,  but  this  does  not  warrant  the 
assumption,  that  from  a  Masonic  standpoint,  either  of  these  grand 
lodges  is  holier  than  others  whose  history  bears  no  such  blot.  These 
expulsions  have  been  in  the  face  of  the  landmark,  which,  as  inter- 
preted by  ancient  usage,  universal  and  unvaried  since  Masonry  as- 
sumed its  present  form,  guarantees  immunity  from  religious  inquisi- 
tion save  upon  the  single  point  of  belief  in  God.     We  say  unvarym", 
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usage  with  in  such  confidence  that  if  Bro.  Drummond  will  say  that  in 
the  ritual  as  practiced  it  his  jurisdiction — where,  if  anywhere,  we 
ought  to  look  for  it — the  one  test  question  touching  religious  belief 
has  ever  been  a  double  question  or  anything  but  a  single-pointed  un- 
qualified interrogatory  most  satisfactorily  answered  in  two  words,  we 
promise  in  advance  to  admit  that  Masonry  as  he  defines  it,  and  as  he 
says  it  was  also  defined  by  the  fathers  of  his  grand  lodge,  is  the 
Masonry  which  came  down  to  them  from  the  fathers  of  the  elder  days, 
who  agreed  to  the  charges  of  a  Freemason  as  the  unchangeable  law. 

Bro.  Drummond  discusses  the  subject  of  "Masonic  Relief"  with 
great  force,  strongly  portraying  the  alarming  tendency  which  is 
strengthened  by  every  departure  from  the  original  plan  of  Masonic 
charity  circumscribed  by  our  primary  arrangements,  a  menace  which 
with  less  cogency  than  our  brother  can  command  we  have  been  try- 
ing to  make  plain  to  our  brethren.  Even  if  our  report  be  thereby 
swelled  beyond  orthodox  proportions  we  shall  make  no  apology  for 
quoting  him  at  some  length  on  this  vital  question: 

While  Masonry,  more  than  any  other  institution  of  human  origin, 
requires  the  exercise  of  charity  in  the  largest  and  most  sacred  sense 
of  the  word,  it  differs  from  all  other  similar  organizations  in  its  re- 
quirements of  relief  of  distress  and  want.  Every  Mason  is  bound  to 
relieve  the  wants  of  a  distressed  worthy  brother,  according  to  his 
ability.  This  duty  is  taught  so  impressively,  that  every  one  of  us 
remembers  the  very  words.  It  was  originally,  and  is  still,  primaril}^ 
imposed  upon  the  individual  brother.  It  is  one  from  which  he  cannot 
escape  and  from  which  no  grand  lodge  enactment  can  relieve  him. 
The  occasion  and  the  amount  of  relief  are  left  to  his  own  decision 
under  his  obligations  as  a  Mason.  If  a  Mason  fails  to  relieve,  when 
relief  is  needed,  according  to  the  necessities  of  a  brother  and  his  own 
ability,  it  is  a  violation  of  his  Masonic  obligations — as  much  so  as  the 
violation  of  any  law  of  the  institution. 


But  one  evil  has  resulted  from  the  creation  of  these  [charity] 
funds.  The  sense  of  individual  obligation  to  relieve  distress  has  been 
weakened.  There  has  grown  up  in  these  later  years  a  tendency  to 
depend  upon  these  lodge  funds  for  relief,  and  a  corresponding  dispo- 
sition to  shirk  individual  responsibility.  This  is  natural,  but  not 
Masonic.  To  turn  an  applicant  over  to  the  lodge  or  the  relief  com- 
mittee, as  a  matter  of  course,  is  no  compliance  with  our  Masonic  ob- 
ligations. 

He  calls  attention,  as  we  have  often  done,  to  the  more  dangerous 
evil  of  the  reflected  influence  of  the  environment  of  Masonry,  sur- 
rounded as  it  is  bj'  modern  societies  patterned  in  i^art  after  Masonry 
l)ut  substituting  for  our  system  of  charity  a  system  of  "benefits  and 
•dues,"  by  which  every  paying  member  (and  if  he  ceases  to  pay  he 
-ceases  to  be  a  member)  is  entitled,  when  sick  or  disabled,  to  a  certain 
amount  of  relief,  whether  he  needs  it  or  not,  and  to  certain  other  as- 
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sistance,  whether  he  is  able  to  provide  it  for  himself  or  not,  and  con- 
tinuing says: 

But  the  principle,  upon  which  they  are  founded,  has  become  very 
popular;  mutual  insurance,  in  almost  every  conceivable  form,  has 
become  the  rage:  the  influence  from  theseother  societies  has  reached 
Masonry,  and  very  many  worthy  brethren  are  unable  to  perceive  why 
this  feature  should  not  be  introduced  into  our  system.  The  creation 
of  charit}^  funds,  and  this  pressure  from  without,  having  perceptibly 
weakened  our  sense  of  individual  obligation  to  relieve  distressed 
brethren,  and  have  caused  us  to  approach  dangerously  near  the 
"benefits  and  dues"'  system.  It  is  already  the  law  of  several  grand 
lodges  that  only  the  Mason  loho  }Mys  dues  is  entitled  to  relief  from 
lodge  funds  or  from  individual  Masons.  A  few  grand  lodges  have 
gone  to  the  astonishing  extent  of  prohibiting  lodges  and  their  mem- 
bers from  contributing  to  the  relief  of  Masons,  who  do  not  themselves 
pay  dues.  Whence  a  grand  lodge  obtains  authority  to  absolve  men 
from  their  solemn  obligations,  voluntarily  entered  into,  does  not  ap- 
pear; it  certainly  finds  no  warrant  in  the  law  of  Masonry  or  the  usages 
of  the  craft.  Still  less  has  a  grand  lodge  the  power  to  compel  men  to 
violate  such  obligations.  But  I  will  not  enlarge  upon  this:  I  mention 
it,  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of  reprehension  as  to  call  attention 
to  the  extent  of  the  departure  already  made  from  the  old-fashioned 
doctrine  of  Masonic  charity.  If  carried  out,  it  simply  means  that  a 
Mason,  by  the  payment  of  dues,  and  by  that  means  only,  becomes  en- 
titled to  relief  to  the  full  e.xtent  of  his  wants,  without  regard  to  the 
inability  of  those  b}-  whom  the  relief  is  granted.  Indeed,  one  grand 
lodge  has  gravely  proposed  to  the  others  to  adopt  a  regulation  that 
"It  is  the  duty  of  each  lodge  of  Masons  to  take  care  of  its  own  mem- 
bers as  well  as  of  their  widows  and  orphans  in  distress,  wherever  they 
may  be,  and  that  in  case  oi  its  inabilitj^  to  do  so,  this  duty  devolves 
upon  the  grand  lodge  from  which  it  holds  its  charter;  provided  that 
the  lodge  furnishing  relief  shall,  in  no  case,  go  beyond  actual  necessi- 
ties without  express  authority  from  the  lodge  to  be  charged."  Whether 
it  is  a  part  of  the  plan  to  change  our  ritual  so  that  the  regulation 
will  not  conflict  with  it,  is  not  stated.  There  is  no  serious  danger  of 
the  general  adoption  of  the  proposed  regulation.  The  author  of  it 
says,  that  he  presented  the  resolution  to  the  Masonic  Congress,  but 
"it  was  emphatically  sat  down  on,  with  a  mass  of  sentimental  gush 
about  the  duty  of  Masonic  charity,  which  had  no  definite  or  practical 
meaning."  To  Masonry,  that  act  alone  was  worth  holding  the  Con- 
gress. 

Speaking  of  the  ritual  and  enforcing  the  idea  that  the  work  is 
intended  to  teach  Masonry  and  impress  its  lessons  upon  the  mind,  he 
expresses  the  fear  that  "in  our  laudable  desire  to  do  good  work,  we 
may  make  the  splendor  of  its  rendering,  or  the  manner  of  the  worker, 
the  main  thing  afterward  remembered." 

He  further  says: 

There  is  a  golden  mean:  and  it  is  one  of  the  wonderful  qualities 
of  our  work  that  it  does  not  require  an  orator,  an  actor,  or  an  elocu- 
tionist, to  render  it  effective;  but  plain  people,  who  have  studied  the 
work  until  they  are  imbued  with  its  spirit,  and  forgetting  themselves, 
keep  in  mind  its  object,  cannot  fail  to  give  it  its  intended  ett'ect. 
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Right  here,  at  the  risk  of  being- set  down  as  a  chronic  grumbler  or 
growler,  I  desire  to  enter  the  protest  of  my  opinion  and  judgment 
against  a  practice,  recently  introduced  but  prevailing  in  many  sec- 
tions of  the  country — that  of  conferring  our  degrees  upon  "classes  of 
candidates."  It  is  an  innovation,  and  in  my  judgment  a  violation  of 
the  spirit  of  the  ritual.  The  ritual  never  has  been  considered  a 
means  of  making  Masons  in  the  kyal  sense  of  the  term,  but  of  Masons 
in  a  3fasonic  sense.  The  old  usage,  and,  as  I  believe,  the  evident 
meaning  of  the  ritual,  require  that  ever}'  candidate  shall  go  himself, 
and  alone,t'hrough  every  part  of  our  ceremonies.  Isn't  it  something 
like  trifling",  having  in  view  the  plan  of  the  work,  to  repeat  to  one 
man  what  has  just  been  repeated  to  another  in  his  presence  and 
hearing?  Better  to  hold  more  frequent  meetings;  yes,  better  far  to 
initiate  less  candidates  than  to  take  them  in  squads  and  thereby 
weaken  the  effect  of  the  work. 

This  practice  originated  at  the  commencement  of  the  civil  war. 
All  over  the  state,  the  rush  of  candidates  to  our  doors  was  unprece- 
dented. Our  feelings  of  patriotism,  aroused  to  the  highest  pitch,  led 
us  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  times.  You,  whose  memory  does  not 
carry  you  back  to  those  days,  and  even  we,  who  were  actors  in  them, 
can  now  form  no  just  conception  of  the  intense  strain  to  which  the 
events  of  the  hour  subjected  us.  In  addition,  the  management  of  the 
craft  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  young  men.  The  fathers  of  ante- 
Morgan  times  had  nearly  all  passed  away:  the  few,  who  were  left, 
were  physically  unable  to  take  much  paVt  in  the  management  of  Ma- 
sonic affairs.  'And  so  it  was  that  the  responsibility  fell  upon  breth- 
ren, scarcely  one  of  whom  had  been  fifteen  3-ears  a  Mason.  Is  it  a 
wonder  that  the  truth  of  the  old  maxim  "Amid  arms,  laws  are  silent" 
was  illustrated  in  Masonry?  The  demand  was,  not  only  that  manj- 
men  should  be  made  Masons,  but  that  they  should  be  made  quicMi/. 
The  result  was  that  the  work  was  used  to  admit  candidates,  and  not  to 
teach  31asonry. 

Our  own  experience  leads  us  to  go  farther  back  for'the  origin  of 
the  practice  he  so  properlj'  condems,  and  find  it  in  the  rush  of  seekers 
after  the  mysteries  of  Masonr}-  in  the  revival  of  post-Morgan  days. 
Four  years  before  the  war  ten  of  us  were  initiated,  passed  and  raised 
at  successive  monthly  meetings.  In  the  first  section  of  the  second 
and  third  degrees  as  many  as  could  be  accommodated  about  the  altar 
learned  simultaneously  the  nature  of  our  engagements,  and  it  ha^ 
ever  been  -one  of  the  regrets  of  our  Masonic  life  that  in  the  second 
section  of  the  third,  we  were  not  the  last,  instead  of  among  the  first 
of  the  ten  to  be  admitted. 

Under  the  topic  of  "Fraternit3%"  he  thinks  the  fact  must  be 
recognized,  unwelcome  as  it  is,  that  the  bonds  of  fraternity  among 
the  craft  are  not  as  strong  as  they  once  were,  and  upon  this  he  lays 
great  stress  as  relates  to  the  future  welfare  of  Masonry.  His  appre- 
hension that  "many  of  our  lodges  are  too  large  for  Masonry  to  have 
its  perfect  work,"  touches,  we  are  satisfied,  one  of  the  causes  of  this 
weakening,  as  it  bears  directly  upon  another  cause  noted — "the  fail- 
ure of  our  members  to  cultivate  intimacy  with  each  other."  He  says: 
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The  ritual  and  old  usage  contemplate  that  the  objects  of  lodge 
meetings  are  something  more  than  to  transact  business  and  do  work. 
In  former  times,  refreshments  were  practically  as  necessary  to  hold- 
ing a  lodge,  as  the  presence  of  the  charter.  Excesses,  unworth}-  of 
Masons,  resulted  and  we  went  to  the  other  extreme.  As  I  now  see  it 
(for  I  confess  that  it  has  taken  years  to  make  me  see  it),  this  de- 
parture from  ancient  usage  was  a  perilous  mistake.  There  is  no 
doubt  whatever  that  the  relaxation  from  labor  given  by  assembling 
around  the  table  and  breaking  bread  together,  adds  a  charm  to  our 
meetings  which  they  cannot  otherwise  gain.  I  would  by  no  means  re- 
store the  use  of  intoxicants,  and  we  may  now  have  the  full  benefit  of 
refreshments  without  their  use.  It  was  a  tradition  in  mj'  lodge  that 
when  the  custom  of  providing  refreshments  was  entirely  abolished 
many  of  the  older  members,  who  had  been  accustomed  to  the  use  of 
liquors  on  such  occasions,  preferred  to  have  no  refreshments  than  to 
make  a  partial  change;  at  the  same  time,  they  admitted  that  the 
state  of  things  was  injurious  to  Masonry  and  willingly  voted  to  take 
away  the  cause:  but  it  was  also  said  that  these  members  soon  lost 
their  interest  and  ceased  attending  the  lodge.  But  even  with  this 
knowledge,  I  failed  to  see  the  importance  of  the  old  custom:  one 
reason  was  that  it  was  soon  after  the  revival  of  Masonry,  when  the 
lodge  was  small  and  almost  all  its  members  were  newly-made  Masons 
and  needed  nothing  to  arouse  or  keep  alive  their  interest.  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  a  similar  state  of  things  prevailed  in  nearly  all 
our  lodges,  and  that  the  custom  of  having  refreshments  was  not  re- 
vived after  the  Morgan  excitement.  But  I  believe  it  would  benefit 
Masonry  to  revive  it  now. 

This,  we  think,  supports  the  conclusion  to  which  our  studj-  as 
well  as  our  observation  and  experience  long  ago  brought  us,  that  the 
real  strength  and  enduring  quality  of  Masonry  lies  in  the  fact  that  it 
aims  at  and  satisfies  the  craving  for  human  fellowship;  equal,  trust- 
ing, unrestrained  fellowship  for  its  own  sake,  shorn  as  far  as  possible 
of  all  mercenary  and  selfish  considerations. 

He  points  his  reflections  on  personal  conduct  and  responsibility, 
and  the  extent  to  which  we  have  quieted  our  consciences  by  practic- 
ally saying,  "Am  I  my  brother's  keeper"?''  with  this  startling  illustra- 
tion: 

It  is  said  that  a  Mason,  within  a  few  years,  was  called  to  plead  to 
a  charge  of  habitual  drunkenness,  preferred  in  his  lodge,  of  which  he 
had  been  a  member  for  many  years:  in  reply,  he  said,  "I  am  guiltj*: 
hut  the  reading  of  that  charge  is  the  first  time  any  one  of  you  ever  told  me  so.'' 

On  the  report  of  the  jurisprudence  committee  the  decisions  sub- 
mitted by  the  grand  master  one  year  before,  mostly  reproduced  on 
page  9")  of  our  report  for  1895,  were  all  approved  with  some  explana- 
tions and  suggestions,  though  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  required 
pretty  deft  handling  by  the  committee  to  put  No.  6— which  we  here 
reprint — into  that  category: 

().  A  candidate  took  one  degree  in • —  lodge,  which  surrendered 

its  charter  twenty-six  years  ago.     Can  he  apply  to  nearest  lodge  for 
other  two  degrees? 

Answer — Yes. 
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Of  this  the  committee  say: 

No.  6.  It  is  the  law  of  this  jurisdiction  that  the  grand  lodge  is  the 
legal  successor  of  every  demised  lodge,  and  that  in  cases  in  which  ac- 
tion of  that  lodge,  if  in  existence,  would  be  required, the  power  to  act 
for  it  is  vested  only  in  the  grand  lodge,  or,  during  the  recess,  in  the 
grand  master. 

It  has  been  claimed,  that  the  power  to  act  in  such  cases  vests  in 
the  lodge  nearest  the  site  of  the  old  lodge;  but  when  one  of  its  entered 
apprentices  or  fellow  crafts,  lives  in  the  jurisdiction  of  a  lodge  other 
than  the  one  nearest  the  old  lodge,  it  is  not  perceived  how  the  latter 
has  anything  to  do  with  the  matter. 

In  this  case,  the  grand  master  has,  in  effect,  given  the  necessary 
consent,  and  we  make  these  suggestions,  in  order  that  it  shall  not  be 
understood  that  either  the  lodge  nearest  the  old  lodge,  or  the  candi- 
date can  act  in  the  premises  without  the  proper  consent. 

In  Illinois  the  lodge  inheriting  the  territory  of  a  demised  lodge 
also  falls  heir  to  its  unfinished  work. 

The  report  discloses  the  fact  that  suspension  for  non-payment 
of  dues  is  suspension  from  membership  only. 

In  the  case  of  a  brother  whose  petition  for  the  degrees  was  re- 
jected by  a  Maine  lodge,  and  nearly  five  years  afterwards  was  made  in 
an  Ontario  lodge  in  conformity  with  the  laws  of  that  jurisdiction, 
where  the  petitioner  is  required  to  state  only  that  he  has  not  been 
previously  rejected  during  the  preceeding  twelve  months,  and  who  b}' 
the  Maine  regulations  in  such  cases  was  dej^rivedof  all  Masonic  rights 
and  privileges  in  the  latter  jurisdiction,  as  noted  by  us  last  j'ear,  the 
grand  master  was  empowered  and  instructed,  on  becoming  satisfied 
that  the  brother  was  not  guilty  of  deceit  or  fraud,  to  allow  him  Ma- 
sonic recognition  in  Maine,  where  he  now  resides. 

The  grand  lodge  sent  the  Wisconsin  proposition  touching  Masonic 
relief  to  the  committtee  on  correspondence  and  a  kindred  matter 
arising  from  claims  between  Maine  lodges,  went  to  the  committee  on 
jurisprudence  at  the  suggestion  of  the  committee  on  grievances  and 
appeals,  who  say: 

These  are  all  claims  for  re-imbursement  of  moneys  claimed  to 
have  been  paid  for  assistance  in  sickness  and  funeral  expenses, by  the 
one  lodge  to  members  of  the  others.  We  understand  that  these  claims 
were  sent  up  to  be  enforced  by  the  grand  lodge,  but  your  committee 
do  not  find  any  law  by  which  this  may  be  done. 

We  think  it  would  be  very  unwise  to  say  that  one  lodge  can  act 
as  the  agent  of  another  to  expend  its  funds,  without  its  knowledge 
and  consent. 

We  find  that  these  expenses  were  incurred  without,  or  at  least  be- 
fore notice  was  given.  We  hopefully  trust  the  brethren  may  be  able 
to  make  an  amicable  and  equitable  arrangement. 
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Two  lodges  under  dispensation  were  continued  in  that  state;  the 
grand  lodge  was  honored  by  the  presence  of  Past  Grand  Master  Enos 
Wasgatt,  of  Florida,  as  a  visitor;  responded  to  a  sick-bed  message 
from  Past  Grand  Master  David  Cargill  with  a  resolution  of  sym- 
pathy and  fraternal  greeting,  and  ordered  new  clothing  for  the 
grand  officers. 

Augustus  B.  Farnham,  of  Bangor,  was  elected  grand  master; 
Stephen  Berry,  Portland,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (240  pp.)  is  by  Past  Grand  Master 
JOSIAH  H.  Drummond,  the  thirtieth  from  his  hand.  He  is  not  quite 
prepared  to  concur  in  the  approved  decision  of  Grand  Master  GOD- 
DARD  that  "action  waiving  jurisdiction  cannot  be  rescinded,"  and 
does  not  see  why  such  action  may  not  be  rescinded  before  it  has  been 
acted  upon,  as  well  as  in  other  cases. 

Of  our  remarks  touching  the  value  of  what  the  Masonic  congress 
did  not  do,  he  says: 

We  have  been  surprised  that  it  did  so  much  under  the  circum- 
stances. We  held  from  the  beginning,  that  the  time  or  place  was 
inopportune.  We  have  seen,  so  clearly  and  so  often,  the  evils  of  at- 
tempting Masonic  legislation  in  the  midst  of  excitement  and  out- 
side attractions,  that  we  had  no  faith  that  the  time  and  best  thought 
of  those  present  would  be  given  to  the  matters  before  the  congress. 
Such  an  assembly,  to  do  its  best  work  (and  no  othershould  be  thought 
of  in  that  connection),  needs  time  for  full  discussion  and  deliberation 
without  interruption  by  outside  projects  of  any  kind  whatever.  The 
whole  energies  of  the  members  should  be  given  to  the  consideration 
of  the  subjects  presented,  and  of  the  views  of  the  others  in  relation 
thereto.  If  a  congress  is  held  for  the  mere  purpose  of  taking  the  vote 
upon  opinions  already  formed,  without  the  expectation  of  harmoniz- 
ing conflicting  views,  the  votes  may  as  well  be  collected  by  mail. 

And  touching  the  recognition  of  the  Mexican  grand  diet: 

He  expresses  surprise,  as  we  did  last  year,  at  the  recognition  of 
the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York.  He  holds 
that  it  is  clearly  established  that  the  gran  dieta  has  lodges  of  which 
women  are  members  and  officers.  This  has  been  explicitly  denied, 
and  we  presume  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  accepted  the  de- 
nial as  true.  It  seems  to  us  that  Bro.  Bobbins  is  correct;  however, 
the  allegations  and  counter  allegations,  and  affirmations  and  denials 
and  the  whole  aspect  of  the  situation  are  such  that  we  are  not  dis- 
posed to  waste  time  over  it. 

And  under  the  head  of  "Mexico,"  he  says: 

We  are  still  unable  to  recommend  the  recognition  of  the  "Gran 
Dieta."  During  the  year  unofficial  but  conclusive  evidence  has  been 
received  that  at  least  one  of  its  constituent  lodges  allows  women  to 
be  members  and  officers  of  lodges. 

Of  our  remarks  on  another  subject,  he  says: 

He  maintains  the  right  of  lodges  to  issue  circulars  to  each  other 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  proposed  legislation  in  the  grand  lodgCt 
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and  securing-  concert  of  action  in  relation  thereto,  provided  the  dis- 
cussion is  kept  within  proper  bounds.  This  right  is  denied  by  many 
grand  lodges,  notably  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  but  we  have 
been  inclined  to  think  a  gross  abuse  of  this  privilege  (if  it  was  one) 
led  that  grand  lodge  into  the  opposite  extreme.  The  liability  to 
abuse  should  be  very  great  to  require  the  abolition  of  discussion  in 
any  reasonable  method.  We  shall  look  with  much  interest  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject. 

He  quotes  the  following  from  our  report  for  1894: 

We  noted  last  year  a  decision  of  Grand  Master  Taylor,  requiring 
healing  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  taken  the  degrees  under  the  al- 
leged authority  of  the  Supreme  ('ouncil  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted 
Scottish  Kite,  at  Palermo,  Sicily.  We  hailed  the  decision  with  a 
good  deal  of  interest  as  likely  to  give  us  some  intimation  how  widely 
the  doctrine  obtains  in  Maine,  which  is  personally  held  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  jurisprudence  committee,  Bro.  Drummond,  that  "a  lodge 
created  by  a  supreme  council  in  a  country  where  by  the  Masonic  law 
there  prevailing,  it  may  be  done,  is  just  as  lawful  a  lodge,  and  its 
Masons  as  regular  Masons,  as  any  to  be  found  in  Illinois  or  Maine." 

And  thus  comments: 

He  then  says  in  substance,  that  the  decision  was  approved  by  the 
grand  lodge.  He  has  made  an  erroneous  inference,  and  his  remarks 
may  convey  an  erroneous  impression.  The  question,  whether  he  was 
a  Mason  hailing  under  a  recognized  supreme  council,  was  not  raised. 
The  grand  master  stated  expressly  that  the  body,  under  which  the 
party  claimed,  had  not  been  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine, 
and  he  might  also  have  added  that  it  had  not  been  recognized  anj'- 
where. 

To  aid  him  in  preventing  our  remarks  from  conveying  an  errone- 
ous impression,  we  will  state  expressly  what  our  inference  was.  The 
grand  master  did  state  that  the  body  under  which  the  party  claimed 
had  not  been  recognized  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine,  but  this  state- 
ment was  expressly  made  to  show  that  "invasion  of  jurisdiction  is 
[was]  not  involved."  The  case  being  free  from  complication  in  that 
direction,  and  the  question  whether  the  supreme  council  under  which 
he  hailed  was  recognized  by  other  councils  not  being  raised,  left  us — as 
it  still  seems  to  us— no  alternative  but  to  infer  that  he  was  dealing 
with  the  naked  question  whether  an  alleged  Mason,  made  such  in  a 
lodge  holding  under  ««y  supreme  council,  could  be  affiliated  by  a  lodge 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  without  having  been  first  formally 
healed,  and  that  he  not  only  decided  that  he  could  not,  but  that  a 
clear  ballot  must  precede  the  re-making. 

Of  another  matter  he  says: 

The  only  difference  between-us — and  that  difference  is  a  very  wide 
one— is,  that  while  we  claim  for  ourself  and  concede  to  him  the  ut- 
most freedom  of  opinion  as  to  the  landmarks  and  every  other  matter, 
yet  we  hold  that  when  our  grand  lodge  decides  the  question,  we  are 
bound  to  conform  our  Masonic  action  and  conduct  to  that  decision,  but 
Bro.  Robbins  holds,  as  we  understand  him,  that  he  is  not  so  bound. 
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What  we  insisted  upon  in  the  remarks  to  which  the  above  quoted 
sentence  is  intended  as  a  reply  was,  that  the  exercise  of  the  same 
freedom  of  opinion  on  our  part  which  he  exercises  on  his,  should  not 
be  held  to  place  us  among  the  goats  while  he  remained  the  bell-wether 
of  the  sheep.  We  are  not  vain  enough  to  think  that  we  have  said 
anything  stronger  of  the  rightful  constraint  of  the  landmarks  on  the 
action  of  grand  lodges  than  he  has,  and  we  know  of  no  utterance  on 
our  part  on  any  other  subject  to  warrant  him  in  assuming  that  we 
occupy  a  different  attitude  as  to  the  binding  effect  of  the  action  of 
a  grand  lodge  on  the  Masons  of  its  obedience. 

We  having  asked  of  what  value  would  be  a  claim  of  jurisdiction 
by  a  commandery  over  a  member  who  had  been  expelled  from  all  the 
rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry,  since  its  verdict  could  not  change  his 
status,  he  replies: 

It  may  change  the  status  in  which  the  lodge  left  him  in  this:  if  no 
action  is  taken  %  the  commandery,  restoration  b3^the  lodge  restores 
him  in  the  commandery:  but  if  the  latter  expels  him,  restoration  by 
the  lodge  does  not  restore  him  in  the  commandery;  experience  has 
shown  that  expelled  Masons  have  been  restored  to  their  rights  as 
Knights  Templar  who  would  not  have  been  restored,  if  the  command- 
ery had  the  decision  of  the  question:  hence  the  necessity  of  trial  by 
the  commandery. 

Relative  to  printed  rituals,  he  says: 

He  still  claims  that  the  Scottish  Rite,  and  especially  Bro.  Pike, 
is  responsible  for  printed  ciphers  and  rituals.  We  have  in  our  posses- 
sion a  cipher,  which  we  have  had  since  1849:  at  that  time  many  mem- 
bers of  our  lodge  had  one:  we  recently  had  another  copy  which  one 
of  our  grand  lecturers  has.  We  do  not  believe  that  Bro.  Robbins  can 
find  a  ritual  printed  by  the  Scottish  Rite  till  after  1850. 

On  this  subject,  in  his  review  of  Louisiana,  the  remark  of  Bro. 
Fellows  that  during  an  active  membership  of  nearly  forty-four 
years  in  Louisiana,  and  for  six  consecutive  years  grand  master,  he 
never  heard  or  knew  of  a  written  or  printed  key  being  used  in  any 
manner,  authoritatively  or  otherwise,  surreptitiously  or  openly  to 
disseminate  the  work,  leads  him  to  say: 

We  are  somewhat  surprised  at  this,  because  the  first  printed 
ritual,  though  not  of  the  York  Rite,  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge 
or  information,  was  printed  in  New  Orleans. 

The  following,  which  we  find  under  "California,"  is  in  accord  with 
our  often  expressed  views: 

It  was  decided  that  in  jurisdictions,  in  which  the  Old  Regulation 
has  not  been  repealed  by  positive  statute,  the  master  and  wardens  of 
a  lodge  are  bound  to  obey  in  the  grand  lodge  any  instructions  given 
them  by  vote  of  the  lodge.  Without  having  examined  the  question, 
our  impression  was  rather  the  other  way,  but  Bro.  Belcher's  reason- 
ing is  conclusive. 
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As  also  this  under  "Idaho:" 

When  we  were  made  a  Mason  we  were  instructed  that  when  we 
should  visit  a  lodge  which  we  did  not  know  to  be  regular,  we  must  ask  to 
see  the  charter,  and  if  it  were  not  forthcoming,  to  retire  at  once. 
We  were  told  by  Masons,  who  had  been  steadfast  during  Morgan 
times,  that  the  care  taken  to  give  this  instruction  was  in  consequence 
of  the  fact  that,  during  those  times,  in  some  localities,  in  order  to 
ridicule  Masonry,  "Jack  Masons"  and  profanes  would  get  together 
and  open  a  lodge,  and  burlesque  the  work;  and  if  they  could  succeed 
in  getting  a  rcdl  Mason  to  visit  them,  it  was  regarded  as  a  "big  thing;" 
of  course  they  had  no  charter,  and  if  the  visitor  asked  to  see  it,  their 
true  character  was  at  once  exposed.  Now  we  are  of  those  who  hold 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  legislate  for  every  case  that  may  arise,  and, 
therefore,  that  as  it  is  possible  that  history  ma}-  repeat  itself,  we 
most  earnestly  object  to  the  doctrine  that  a  visiting  brother  may  not 
ask  to  see  the  charter  without  being  deemed  a  crank  or  desirous  of 
showing  his  smartness:  and  especially  against  laj^ng  down  in  these 
times,  as  permanent  law,  propositions  that  may  not  be  applicable  in 
other  times  and  under  other  circumstances. 

As  to  how  long  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  over  re 
jected  material  has  prevailed,  he  says  under  "Ohio:" 

While  our  investigation  has  not  been  thorough  and  complete,  we 
believe  the  fact  to  be  that  the  doctrine  was  accepted  by  all  the  older 
grand  lodges,  say  those  organized  before  the  Morgan  excitement;  and 
that  the  opposite  doctrine  was  established  by  the  younger  grand 
lodges.  It  was  brought  to  their  attention  sharply  by  the  emigration 
from  the  older  jurisdictions  to  the  new  ones.  In  many  instances  the 
doctrine  has  been  relaxed  by  the  latter  only  in  cases  where  candidates 
were  rejected  in  other  jurisclictions,  and  maintained  as  between  lodges 
in  their  own  jurisdiction.  But  the  doctrine  realh'  assumes  that  the  can- 
didate remains  in  the  jurisdiction  which  rejected  him:  and  practically, 
in  the  ante-Morgan  times,  such  was  almost  alwa3-s  the  fact;  at  any 
rate,  we  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  case,  in  those  days  in  which  the 
question  arose  between  two  different  grand  jurisdictions.  We  have, 
therefore,  considered  that  the  question,  whether  the  doctrine  ought 
to  be  applied  in  the  latter  class  of  cases  or  not,  is  an  open  one. 

The  following  under  "Pennsylvania,"  is  confirmatory  of  our  un- 
derstanding expressed  in  our  review  of  Kansas: 

When  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  which  after- 
wards became  the  present  grand  lodge  of  that  state,  was  organized, 
William  Allen  and  his  associates  were  refused  recognition,  as  Masons, 
by  it,  precisely  as  if  thej'  were  never  Masons  at  all. 

The  Provincial  Grand  Lodge,  organized  by  Allen  and  Franklin 
twelve  or  fifteen  years  before  the  other,  under  a  warrant  from  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England,  was  driven  out  of  existence  by  it.  The 
members  of  the  obedience  of  that  body  were  refused  recognition  by 
it,  and  many  were  re-made  under  its  authority,  precisely  as  if  they 
were  profanes.  Indeed,  so  far  as  can  now  be  discovered,  neither 
William  Allen  nor  Benjamin  Franklin  were  ever  recognized  as  Ma- 
sons, during  their  lives,  by  the  dominant  provincial  grand  lodge 
while  it  existed,  or  the  grand  lodge  which  succeeded  it.  It  has  re- 
mained for  that  grand  lodge  in  the  present  generation  to  repudiate 
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practically  its  action  in  its  early  daj-s  and  do  justice  to  the  memory 
of  these  eminent  men  and  Masons,  by  publishing  their  portraits  and 
endeavoring  (but  in  vain)  to  make  them  the  progenitors  of  the  grand 
lodge. 

He  regrets  the  definition  enacted  by  Iowa  by  which  an  unaffiliate 
is  declared  to  be  one  whose  membership  in  a  recognized  lodge  has 
been  severed  on  account  of  sentence  for  an  offence;  a  non-affiliate,  one 
whose  membership  has  been  severed  in  some  other  manner,  but  thinks 
it  may  have  been  "necessary  for  consistency's  sake,  as  the  whole  basis 
of  this  kind  of  legislation  is  that  a  non-affiliate  is  as  bad  as  a  sus- 
pended or  expelled  Mason,  and  if  anything  a  little  wwse. "  Continuing, 
he  quotes  the  second  section  (fixing  the  status  of  non-affiliates),  which 
we  reproduce  with  his  comments: 

2.  They  have  the  right  of  petitioning  for  re-instatement.  They 
shall  not  have  Masonic  aid,  nor  be  permitted  to  visit  lodges,  walk  in 
Masonic  processions,  or  receive  Masonic  burial,  but  shall  still  be  sub- 
ject to  Masonic  discipline,  and  are  under  those  oblig'ations  which  can 
never  be  repudiated  nor  laid  aside. 

Ah,  we  find  that  the  definition  was  necessary,  only  the  slight  dis- 
tinction in  name  is  altogether  unnecessary.  In  Iowa  expelled,  sus- 
pended, and  non-affiliated  Masons  are  placed  on  the  same  level:  a 
brother  too  poor  in  his  own  judgment  to  belong  to  a  lodge,  is  placed 
by  this  law  on  a  level  with  the  one  expelled  for  violating  Masonic  ob- 
ligations! "They  shall  not  have  Masonic  aid,  nor  be  permitted  to 
visit  lodges!"  Where,  oh,  where  was  Bro.  Parvin  with  his  views  of 
"the  inherent  rights  of  lodges'?"  We  have  not  agreed  with  him  in 
his  views,  but  this  law  almost  converts  us.  That  a  non-affiliate  shall 
have  no  right  to  those  privileges  is  sound  doctrine;  but  that  a  lodge  or 
a  Mason  shall  not  be  allowed  to  grant  Masonic  aid  to  one,  is  simply 
monstrous;  a  lodge  may  aid  a  profane,  but  not  a  non-affiliate!  But  the 
grim  irony  of  the  climax  of  this  law,  that  they  "are  under  those  ob- 
ligations which  can  never  be  repudiated  nor  laid  aside"  would  be 
laughable,  were  it  not  so  terrible.  The  grand  lodge,  the  lodge  and 
the  Mason,  who  is  a  member  of  a  lodge,  have  no  obligations  towards 
the  non-affiliate  that  may  not  be  "repudiated  nor  laid  aside;"  it  is  the 
latter  class  only  that  are  not  the  fortunate  possessor  of  that  power! 
We  protest  against  this  legislation,  not  only  as  an  attempt  to  au- 
thorize individual  Masons  to  "repudiate  and  lay  aside"  their  obliga- 
tions but  to  compel  them  to  do  so.  The  tendency  to  make  Masonry  an 
article  of  merchandise,  to  be  sold  to  select  paying  customers,  has 
given  us  great  anxiety,  but  that  such  a  Masonic  body  as  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Iowa  should  give  in  its  adhesion  to  the  doctrine  makes  us 
heart-sick. 

And  what's  the  good?  The  non-affiliate  will  still  be  there.  If  the 
promoters  of  this  law  had  studied  the  statistics,  they  would  have 
known  that  this  forcing  policy  utterly  fails  to  prevent,  in  the  slight- 
est degree,  the  evil  of  non-affiliation.  Itmay  prevent  the  annoyance 
of  a  few  appeals  for  aid,  but  even  that  is  doubtful. 

Twenty-two  years  ago  we  criticised  some  remarks  of  Bro.  Drum- 
MOND  which  we  thought  tended  to  strengthen  the  tendency  which  crops 
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out  in  the  Iowa  legislation  and  which  had  just  then  found  expression — 
for  the  first  time,  we  think,  outside  of  frontier  or  new  jurisdictions— in 
the  legislation  of  New  York.  In  our  review  of  New  York  we  made  as 
vigorous  a  protest  as  we  knew  how  to  do  against  the  inequitable  and 
unmasonic  deprivation  of  rights  which  non-affiliates  suffered  under 
that  and  all  kindred  legislation.  Today  it  warms  the  cockles  of  our 
heart  to  find  Bro.  Drummond,  Bro.  Fellows,  of  Louisiana,  Bro. 
ScHULTZ,  of  Maryland,  and  others  of  the  old  guard  dealing  sledge 
hammer  blows  at  the  same  evil  and  compelling  attention  to  the  grav- 
ity of  the  situation,  in  the  interests  of  Masonrj-. 


MANITOBA,   1895. 

20th  Annual.  Winnipeg.  Jctly  12. 

Thirt}--two  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented  during  the  ses- 
sion, Illinois  by  John  Leslie,  past  district  deputy  grand  master. 

The  completion  of  two  decades  of  existence  as  a  grand  lodge  nat- 
urally led  the  grand  master  (Thomas  Tweed)  to  a  retrospective 
view: 

Upon  entering  the  third  decade  of  our  existence  as  a  grand  lodge 
we  can  look  back  with  pardonable  pride  upon  our  past  history.  What 
a  small  beginning  was  ours!  What  numberless  difficulties  were  met 
and  overcome!  What  memories  crowd  in  upon  us,  some  pleasant, 
while  the  thought  of  those  brethren  who  were  wont  to  meet  with  us  in 
the  past,  and  who  are  now  among  the  departed,  brings  to  our  faces  a 
momentary  shadow,  yet  their  upright  lives  and  bright  example  are 
indeed  a  blessed  inheritance. 

He  deemed  none  of  his  decisions  of  sufficient  importance  to  re- 
port. He  mentioned,  however,  that  several  requests  had  been  re- 
ceived from  lodges  for  permission  for  one  lodge  to  confer  the  first 
degree  for  another,  but  pending  the  report  of  the  jurisprudence  com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  question  had  been  previously  referred,  he  had 
withheld  his  consent.  The  grand  lodge  adopted  the  following  after 
having  amended  it  by  adding,  "but  that  the  action  of  the  grand  mas- 
ter in  the  special  circumstances  was  advisable  and  is  approved:" 

"In  reference  to  decision  number  one.  of  M.W.  Bro.  D.  J.  Goggin, 
grand  master,  as  contained  in  his  address  to  grand  lodge,  this  com- 
mittee, without  consideration  of  the  question  of  prerogative,  is  of  the 
opinion  that  there  is  no  power  under  the  constitution  for  one  lodge  to 
confer  the  degree  of  entered  apprentice  at  the  request  of  another 
lodge,  and  it  is  further  the  opinion  of  this  committee  that  such  degree 
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can  only  be  conferred  by  the  lodg-e  to  which  the  petition  for  initia- 
tion was  presented,  and  by  which  the;  petitioner  was  accepted." 

And  so  the  question  of  prerogative  got  consideration  after  all. 

The  fire,  noted  at  the  close  of  our  notice  of  Manitoba  last  year, 
which  destroyed  nearly  all  the  property  of  the  grand  lodge,  wiped  out 
the  library  completely.  The  appeal  of  the  grand  secretary  and  libra- 
rian (Wm.  G.  Scott)  to  the  grand  secretaries  of  other  iurisdictions, 
and  to  other  brethren  at  home  and  abroad,  for  assistance  in  repairing 
the  loss,  met  with  prompt  and  gratifying  responses,  and  he  promises 
a  catalogue  at  the  earliest  possible  date,  in  which  the  names  of  the 
donors  will  appear.  In  the  list  of  donors  we  find  the  names  of  Grand 
Secretary  Dill,  G.  W.  Barnard,  and  H.  W.  Stannard,  of  Illinois, 
and  of  John  Leslie,  Winnipeg,  our  grand  representative. 

The  grand  lodge  found  considerable  business  cut  out  for  it  by  a 
committee  on  revision  appointed  during  the  recess. 

The  section  on  membership  was  temporarily  amended,  the  amend- 
ment to  stand  repealed  at  the  close  of  the  annual  communication  of 
1897  and  the  following  be  substituted  therefor: 

"All  grand  officers,  all  past  elective  grand  officers  of  this  grand 
lodge,  past  masters  who  have  filled  the  chair  of  W.  master  in  this  jur- 
isdiction, masters  and  v/ardens  of  lodges,  and  all  past  masters  who 
are,  at  the  opening  of  the  grand  lodge  in  1897, entitled  to  vote  in  grand 
lodge,  and  being  subscribing  members  of  lodges." 

The  following  is  the  amended  law  relating  to  dimission: 

"A  member  of  a  lodge  in  good  standing,  and  whose  dues  are  paid, 
may  withdraw  at  any  time  by  making  an  application  for  such  with- 
drawal at  a  regular  meeting,  and  he  shall  receive  a  certificate  of  the 
fact  of  such  withdrawal.  Membership  in  the  lodge  shall  terminate 
upon  the  granting  a  dimit.  No  recommendatory  certificate  shall  be 
given  a  brother  so  withdrawing,  except  by  special  vote  of  the  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  lodge  then  present." 

A  proposed  amendment  attempting  to  define  Masonic  offences  in 
detail  and  which  in  addition  to  all  public  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
involving  moral  turpitude,  specified  twenty  others,  was  killed. 

The  proceedings  contain  an  interesting  letter  from  Bro.  Sir.  John 
SCHULTZ,  lieutenant-governor  of  Manitoba,  containing  reminiscenses 
of  the  formation  of  Northern  Light  Lodge  at  Fort  Garry.  Sir  John 
still  hopes  to  find  the  original  dispensation,  granted  by  Grand  Master 
Pierson,  of  Minnesota. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  four  new  lodges,  one  of  them  being 
Northwest  Mounted  Police  Lodge,  at  Regina,  Assiniboia;  took  steps 
looking  to  securing  for  itself  an  act  of  incorporation  from  the  legisla- 
tive assembly  of  the  Northwest  Territories;  conferred  the  ])ast  rank 
of  the  office  they  had  held  upon  eight  of  the  nine  district  deputy  grand 
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masters;  exchanged  telegraphic  greetings  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Nebraslca,  then  in  session;  presented  the  junior  past  grand  master, 
D.  J.  GOGGIN,  with  a  handsome  chain  collar  and  ordered  a  suitable 
testimonial  to  his  now  retiring  successor,  Grand  Master  'Ihomas 
Tweed;  formally  welcomed  the  newly  commissioned  grand  representa- 
tives present;  selected  Winnipeg  as  the  place  of  next  meeting,  and 
adopted  the  following  relative  to  points  of  law  and  usage,  reported 
by  the  committee  on  grand  master's  address: 

Your  committee  approves  of  the  action  of  the  grandmaster  in  re- 
fusing to  permit  one  lodge  to  confer  the  degree  of  E.A.  at  the  request 
of  another  lodge.  To  have  granted  the  dispensation,  would  have,  in 
the  opinion  of  3'our  committee,  been  contrar}^  to  the  provisions  of  the 
constitution. 

Your  committee  stronglj'  concurs  with  the  grand  master  in  refus- 
ing to  grant  dispensations  for  public  installations,  and  is  pleased  to 
note  that  the  decision  of  the  grand  master  has  lessened  the  number  of 
applications  for  such  privileges. 

Charles  Napier  Bell  was  elected  grand  master;  William 
George  Scott  re-elected  grand  secretary,  both  of  Winnipeg. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee (Grand  Secretary  Scott)  reporting  that  owing  to  the  destruc- 
tion by  fire  of  nearly  all  the  proceedings  of  other  grand  lodges,  and 
the  resultant  confusion,  it  had  been  found  impossible  to  prepare  a  re- 
port as  directed  by  the  grand  lodge.  And  so  a  fire  at  far  away  Win- 
nipeg brings  loss  to  us  all. 


MARYLAND,  1895. 

109th  Annual.  Baltimore.  November  19. 

In  this  pamphlet  Tve  strike  "pay  dirt"   at  the  first  stroke  of  the 
s'pade.     Next  page  to  the  fly  leaf  we  find  this  record: 

Tuesday  Evening,  May  7,  1895. 
The  W.  M.  grand  master  assembled  the  grand  officers  in  his  office 
and  informed  them  he  was  about  to  exercise  his  prerogative  of  making 
a  Mason  at  sight. 

The  grand  secretary  read  a  petition  from  Hugh  K.  Walker,  min- 
ister of  the  gospel,  aged"  33  years,  recommended  by  the  grand  master. 

The  grand  master  and  grand  officers  repaired  to  Fidelity  Lodge 
No.  136,  which  was  in  session. 
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The  M.W.  grand  master  assumed  the  chair,  and  the  grand  officers 
the  other  stations,  when  Brother  Walker  was  introduced  and  initi- 
ated, and  afterwards  passed  to  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft  and  raised 
to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason  in  regular  order. 

The  grand  master  and  grand  officers  retired,  and  the  W.  master 
and  officers  of  Fidelity  lodge  resumed  their  stations. 

Brother  Walker's  petition  for  membership  was  presented  to  the 
lodge,  upon  which  a  ballot  was  had  and  he  declared  elected. 

.Jacob  H.  Medairy, 

Grand  Secretary. 

The  last  sentence  indicates  that  a  portion  of  the  minutes  of  Fi- 
delity Lodge  No.  136  has  crept  into  the  grand  lodge  record.  It  seems 
incomplete,  inasmuch  as  there  is  no  record  of  a  dispensation  to  per- 
mit the  lodge  to  ballot  on  the  petition  without  regard  to  time. 

As  no  reason  was  assigned  by  the  grand  master  for  this  exercise 
of  his  prerogative  we  can  only  guess  that  it  was  simply  that  making 
a  Mason  at  sight  might  not  become  a  lost  art. 

The  representative  of  Illinois,  the  venerable  .John  S.  Ber]IY, 
past  grand  master,  was  not  present  at  either  of  the  communications. 

At  the  semi-annual  communication  (May  14)  the  grand  master 
(Thomas  J.  Shryock)  opened  the  grand  lodge  in  ample  form.  He 
presented  no  regular  address  but  "harangued  the  brethren"  verbally 
on  the  condition  of  the  craft  in  the  state. 

Past  Grand  Master  John  J.  Crouch,  of  New  York,  the  repre- 
sentative of  Maryland  near  the  grand  lodge  of  the  Empire  State, 
was  a  visitor. 

Bro.  E.  T.  Schultz,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  correspond- 
ence, called  attention  to  an  important  typographical  error  by  which 
the  committee  was  made  to  misquote  the  law  respecting  waiver  of  ju- 
risdiction over  rejected  material  by  substituting  t^e  word  "majority" 
for  the  correct  word,  "unanimous." 

A  memorial  minute,  adopted,  proffering  the  condolence  of  Mary- 
land to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  on  the  death  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Richard  Vaux,  says: 

In  ripe  learning,  long  and  faithful  service,  broad  and  catholic 
views,  amiable  and  loving  regard  for  his  fellows,  and  in  all  that  goes 
to  make  up  the  good  man  and  true  Mason,  our  brother  was  fairlj^  en- 
titled to  rank  as  the  "first  Mason  of  the  republic.'" 

The  record  of  his  long  and  well-spent  life  constitutes  an  object 
lesson  worthy  of  the  admiration  and  emulation  of  the  craft  whereso- 
ever dispersed. 

The  same  committee  who  last  year  reported  on  the  grand  honors, 
this  year  reported  on  the  following  resolution: 
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Besolvid,  That  the  laying  of  corner  stones,  unveiling  of  statues, 
burial  of  the  dead,  etc.,  are  true  Masonic  work,  and  should  be  per- 
formed, while  the  lodge  is  open,  in  the  third  degree. 

As  in  the  former  case  two  reports  were  presented,  the  cleavage 
line  of  the  committee  being  the  same.  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden 
Graham  Dukehart  and  Grand  Secretar}'  Medairy  taking  the  ground 
"that  when  a  lodge  is  opened  and  tiled,  under  no  circumstances  can 
the  otRcers  and  members  leave  the  hall,  or  room,  in  a  body,  without 
calling  off  or  closing."'     Continuing,  the  comm_ittee  sa^^: 

The  calling  oft'  of  a  lodge  is  the  suspension  of  the  private  work  or 
business  of  the  lodge  for  any  public  work  or  purpose  consistent  with 
the  usage  of  Masonry:  it  may  be  for  the  purpose  of  laying  a  corner 
stone,  burial  of  the  dead,  unveiling  a  statue,  or  for  refreshments:  and 
the  object  is  so  stated  when  the  lodge  is  called  oft". 

Fift3'-six  grand  lodges  had  been  inquired  of  as  to  the  practice  pre- 
vailing therein,  and  replies  received  from  forty-seven.  Thirty-one, 
including  Illinois,  do  not  call  off:  fourteen  do.  The  committee  ap- 
peal to  the  usage  laid  down  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  respect- 
ing which  they  hold  that  the  term  "adjourned"  is  equivalent  to 
calling  off. 

The  minority  of  the  committee,  Bro.  E.  T.  Schultz,  is  unable  to 
assent  to  the  meaning  the  majority  attach  to  the  word  adjourn,  and 
says: 

The  same  term  appears  in  one  or  more  of  the  forms  in  most  of  the 
old  Ahirman  Rezons  and  text-books,  and  it  is  also  in  the  present  regu- 
lation of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  for  the  la^'ing  of  foundation 
stones,  etc.,  and  reads  as  follows: 

"The  grand  lodge  being  opened  at  a  convenient  place,  and  the 
necessary  directions  and  instructions  given,  it  is  adjourned  (the 
brethren  being  in  their  proper  clothing  and  jewels  and  wearing  white 
gloves),  and  the  procession  moves  in  the  following' order  (whichis  theit 
as  laid  down  in  all  the  text-books),  to  the  place  where  the  foundation 
stone  is  to  be  laid." 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies,  "the  procession  returns  to 
the  place  from  which  it  set  out  and  the  grand  lodge  is  closed.'^  I  un- 
derstand this  to  mean,  the  grand  lodge  adjourns  in  i^rocesaion  from  the 
place  where  it  was  opened  to  the  place  where  the  ceremony  takes 
place:  that  it  is  open  during  the  entire  performance  of  the  ceremony, 
otherwise  it  could  not  be  dosed  at  the  conclusion  of  them. 

My  position  in  this  regard  is  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  in 
Coles's  Marj^land  Ahirman  Rezons  and  most  of  the  text-books,  which 
follow  to  some  extent  this  form  in  one  or  more  instances,  the  follow- 
ing words  are  used  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies:  The  grand 
lodge  again  forms  in  procession,  as  at  first,  and  returns  to  the  room 
lohere  it  was  opened,  the  laws  of  the  order  are  rehearsed,  and  the  grand 
lodge  is  closed  in  ample  form." 
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I  am  further  fortified  in  this  position  by  the  opinions  recently  re- 
ceived from  four  among  the  most  eminent  Masonic  jurists  of  our  coun- 
try—Past  Grand  Master  Drummond.  of  Maine;  Robbins  of  Illinois: 
Speed,  of  Mississippi,  and  Grand  Secretary  Sing-leton,  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  who  all  say  the  word  adjourn,  as  used  in  the  English 
regulations,  can  have  no  other  meaning  than  the  one  I  have  given 
to  it. 

The  following  is  conclusive  as  to  the  present  usage  in  England 
and  of  the  meaning  there  attached  to  the  word: 

I  received,  a  few  months  since,  a  letter  from  the  distinguished 
Masonic  writer,  Bro.  William  .J.  Hugan,  in  which  he  says:  "When  the 
grand  lodge  (England)  assembles  for  a  great  function,  as  at  Truro,  to 
lay  the  foundation  stone  of  the  cathedral,  we  opened  in  ample  form, 
and  then  adjourned  and  went  in  procession  to  the  site.  When  after 
labor  was  over,  with  our  grand  master  we  returned  to  Truro  Hall  and 
dosed  the  grand  lodge."'     {The  iialks  are  his.) 

Bro.  SCHULTZ  gives  the  results  of  an  exhaustive  examination  of 
the  records  of  public  work  in  Maryland  and  of  the  proceedings  of 
nearly  all  the  English-speaking  grand  lodges  of  the  world,  and  in 
both  the  preponderance  of  the  evidence  is  largely  in  favor  of  his  po- 
sition.    Of  the  latter  he  says: 

I  have  examined  the  published  proceedings  of  all  of  them  for  sev- 
eral years,  and  among  nearly  hco  hundred  accounts  of  the  laying  of 
corner  stones,  funerals,  dedications  of  halls  in  public,  St.  .John's  Day 
celebrations,  etc.,  that  I  have  seen,  I  have  not  found  more  than  four 
or  five  jurisdictions  in  which  either  of  the  terms  ccdled  off,  or  adjourn, 
is  used.  The  language  almost  universally  used  being  as  follows: 
Grand  loAge  opened  in  the  entered  apprentice  (or  Master  Mason's)  de- 
gree (invariably  in  the  master's  degree  on  funeral  occasions.)  The 
grand  master  stated  the  object  of  the  special  communication,  when 
the  grand  marshal  was  ordered  to  form  the  procession,  v/hich  then 
moved  to  the  place  where  the  ceremonies  w^ere  to  be  performed,  and, 
at  the  conclusion  thereof,  returned  and  the  grand  lodge  was  closed. 

Believing  the  doctrine  of  the  resolution  to  be  not  only  in  har- 
mony with  the  usage  of  the  fraternity  for  the  first  one  hundred  years 
of  its  existence  in  Maryland,  but  also  in  accord  with  the  present 
practice  of  the  greater  part  of  all  the  grand  lodges  of  the  world,  he 
recommended  its  adoption.  On  a  call  of  lodges  his  (minority)  report 
was  adopted.  We  have  been  surprised  that  any  other  practice  ever 
obtained  a  foothold. 

At  the  annual  communication  the  grand  lodge  was  opened  in  due 
form  b}^  the  deputy  grand  master,  and  the  grand  master's  entrance 
was  subsequently  proclaimed  and  he  was  received  with  the  grand 
honors,  after  the  custom  which  has  prevailed  since  the  present  in- 
cumbent has  occupied  the  grand  east. 

Greeting  the  grand  lodge  for  the  tenth  consecutive  time  as  the 
chief  executive,  Grand  Master  Shryock,    in  his  brief  address,  nat- 
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urally  took  a  retrospective  view  of  the  decade.     After  a  tribute  to 
the  loved  and  honored  dead  of  that  period,  he  says: 

I  have  always  considered  that  the  first  duty  of  the  yrand  master 
was,  at  all  hazards,  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  craft,  so  far  as  it 
lay  in  his  power  so  to  do.  During  my  administration  there  has  been 
but  few  occasions  when  it  was  necessar}-  for  me  to  exercise  aprerog'a- 
tive  invested  in  the  g'rand  master  from  time  immemorial,  and  I  regret 
to  be  compelled  to  report  that  such  an  occasion  did  arise  during"  the 
past  year.  I  learned  that  one  of  our  lodg'es  had  elected  to  receive  the 
entered  apprentice  degree,  a  man  of  notorious  choracter,  one  who 
had  been  expelled  from  a  legislative  body  in  our  state  for  malfeas- 
ance in  office.  I  immediateh'  notified  this  lodge  not  to  confer  the  de- 
gree of  Masonry  upon  this  candidate,  but  to  return  to  him  the  funds 
in  their  possession;  and  I  further  admonished  them,  that  should  they 
continue  to  receive  and  act  favorably  upon  material  which  would  be  a 
discredit  to  the  fraternity,  I  should  consider  it  my  duty  to  arrest  their 
charter  and  lay  the  matter  before  the  grand  lodge.  M}^  instructions 
in  the  matter  were  complied  with.  I  cannot  understand  how  this  lodge 
ould  have  acted  favorabl}^  upon  this  applicant  when  his  disgrace  was 
a  matter  of  public  record,  and,  in  fact,  of  public  notoriety. 

Referring  to  which,  the  following  from  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee on  address  met  the  views  of  the  grand  lodge: 

His  course  in  arresting  a  lodge  from  conferring  the  degree  on  an 
unworthy  person,  must  commend  itself  to  every  member  of  the  juris- 
diction: and  we  indulge  the  hope  that  the  representatives  of  the  lodges 
will  see  to  it  that  that  part  at  least  of  the  address  shall  be  read  in 
open  lodge  for  the  instruction  of  the  brethren. 

Among  the  dispensations  reported  we  find  the  following: 

October  7. — Annapolis  Lodge  No.  89,  to  lay  the  corner  stone  of  a 
church  on  Friday,  October  11,  1895. 

October  8. — Mount  Ararat  Lodge  No.  44,  to  lay  the  corner  stone 
of  the  Methodist  Church  South,  located  at  Jarrattsville,  Maryland, 
on  October  23,  1895. 

Does  this  mean  that  in  Maryland  this  function  is  not  always  per- 
formed by  the  grand  master  either  in  person  or  b}^  proxy? 

Steps  were  taken  to  erect  a  new  monument  over  the  remains  of 
Dr.  .John  Crawford,  past  grand  master,  in  place  of  one  erected 
shortly  after  his  death  in  1873,  which  being  of  sandstone  had  yielded 
to  the  tooth  of  time.  The  committee  deputed  by  the  "Mar3-land 
Association  of  Veterans"  to  present  the  matter  to  the  grand  lodge 
say  of  him: 

Dr.  .Tohn  Crawford  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians 
of  his  day.  and  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens  of  this  then  young 
cit}^  of  Baltimore.  He  was  also  a  zealous  and  ardent  Mason  and  occu- 
pied the  grand  east  of  this  grand  lodge  with  signal  ability,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year,  from  1800  to  ISiS— a  period  of  thirteen  years. 
He  perhaps  did  more  to  give  tone  and  character  to  the  grand  lodge 
than  any  of  his  predecessors. 
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The  new  monument  will  be  a  reproduction  of  the  original  in  en- 
during marble. 

Permission  was  given  to  a  lodge  to  apply  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland  for  an  amendment  to  its  charter,  enlarging  its 
property-holding  qualification,  and  after  a  forcible  address  by  the 
grand  chaplain  in  the  interest  of  the  Masonic  Aid  Association  (an  in- 
surance societ}^?).  the  cause  was  commended  by  the  grand  lodge, 
whose  good  will  had  been  bespoken  bj*  the  grand  master  in  his  ad- 
dress. 

Thomas  J.  Shryock,  grand  master:  Jacob  H.  Medairy,  grand 
secretary,  were  re-elect-ed,  both  of  Baltimore. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (120  pp.),  again  from  the  strong 
hand  of  Bro.  E.  T.  Schultz,  reviews  the  proceedings  of  fifty-six 
grand  lodges,  twelve  of  them  for  two  years.  This  large  number  of 
double  reviews  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  report  was  presented  as 
usual  at  the  semi-annual  communication,  but  as  it  had  been  deter- 
mined to  continue  the  new  departure  of  printing  the  proceedings  of 
the  semi-annual  and  annual  communications  in  the  volume,  he  added 
to  his  report  a  review  of  such  proceedings  as  came  to  hand  after  the 
close  of  the  May  communication. 

Illinois  for  1891  receives  fraternal  notice.  Grand  Master  GOD- 
dard's  address  is  characterized  as  an  able  document,  and  all  his  de- 
cisions are  regarded  as  correct  except  that  one  holding  that  action 
waiving  jurisdiction  cannot  be  reconsidered.     Of  this  he  says: 

We  hold,  that  if,  after  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  has  been  granted, 
facts  are  brought  to  light  that  would  have  made  it  unwise  to  have 
waived  jurisdiction  over  a  rejected  petitioner,  it  would  not  only  be 
proper,  but  it  would  be  a  duty  to  rescind  such  waiver. 

He  agrees  with,  us  that  "the  creation  of  charity  funds  by  equal 
(we  should  have  said  uniform,  for  the  essence  of  the  criticism  was 
that  it  is  most  unequal)  per  capita  taxation  is  a  departure  from  the 
true  principles  of  Masonic  charity,  because  it  does  not  take  into  ac- 
count the  relative  ability'  of  brethren  to  contribute.' 

Bro.  Schultz  regrets  that  a  brother  reviewer  who  had  expressed 
the  opinion  that  an}- brother  using  a  "  'cipher'  ritual"  should  be  made 
to  suffer  the  most  condign  punishment,  and,  if  a  lodge,  "it  should  be 
blotted  out  of  existence, ''  he  failed  to  say  what  course  should  be  pursued 
towards  (jrand  lodges  that  authorize  the  use  of  printed  and  cipher  rituals. 

Grand  Master  Orme,  of  California  (following  the  Ohio  precedent 
made  in  the  interest  of  one  of  the  high  rite  factions  in  the  recent 
anti-Cerneau  war  in  that  jurisdiction),  having  decided  that  a  master 
was  not  bound  by  the  instructions  of  his  lodge  to  vote  in  a  certain 
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wa}^  on  a  question  to  come  up  in  the  <,Tand  lodg'e,  although  the  lodge 
had  a  ^ig;htto  instruct  him.     Bro.  Schultz  pertinently  says: 

What  do  histructi(mt<  amount  to  if  the  part}^  instructed  is  not  re- 
quired to  carry  them  out?  In  the  opinion  of  3'our  committee,  the 
master  must  vote  on  a  measure  pending  in  grand  lodge  as  his  lodge 
may  formally  instruct  him  to  do.  The  old  regulations  expressly  say: 
"The  majority  of  every  particular  lodge,  when  congregated,  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  giving'  instructions  to  their  master  and  war- 
dens, before  the  assembling  of  the  grand  lodge,  etc.,  because  their 
masters  and  wardens  are  their  representatives  and  are  supposed  to  speak 
their  minds." 

Touching  the  newly-enacted  definition  of  the  synonymous  terms 
unaffiliated  and  non-affiliated  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Iowa,  he  says: 

Here  we  have  something"  brand  neiv.  Hereafter  we  must  not  say  a 
brother  has  been  suspended,  but  he  has  been  unaffiliated. 

We  respectfully  submit  that  a  grand  lodge  cannot  rightfull;/  forbid 
its  subordinates  to  extend  Masonic  charity,  or  to  bury  a  non-affiliate 
Mason:  one  who  has  simply  dimited  from  his  lodge.  Lodg'es  have 
rig'hts  which,  in  our  opinion,  the  grand  lodge  cannot  (properly)  take 
from  them,  and  the  matter  of  extending"  its  charity  is  one  of  those 
rights. 

Of  his  differences  with  Bro.  Drummond  about  the  word  "congre- 
gate" as  it  occurs  in  the  old  reg'ulations — which  we  have  always  un- 
derstood as  Bro.  Schultz  does — he  says: 

He  still  maintains  that  we  give  a  '^ false  meaning"'  to  the  word  con- 
gregate in  the  old  regulation  II,  and,  as  heretofore,  contends  that  the 
word  means  the  call  for  the  lodge  meeting".  We  do  not  care  to  go 
over  the  ground  again,  especially  at  this  time,  and  will  only  say,  that 
we  have  conversed  with  many  intelligent  brethren  in  various  parts  of 
our  country  and  have  met  none,  besides  himself,  and  Brother  Todd  of 
Minnesota,  who  disagree  with  our  explanation  of  that  word:  and  fur- 
thermore, the  grand  lodg'es  generally  of  this  country  must  understand 
its  meaning  as  we  do:  for,  with  the  exception  of  some  four  or  five,  all 
prohibit  their  lodges  from  being  opened  in  the  absence  of  the  master 
and  both  wardens. 

We  add  this  suggestion  for  Brother  Drummond"s  thoughtfid  consid- 
eration— admitting,  as  he  contends,  that  "congreg"ate"  means  the  call 
or  notice  issued  by  the  warden  for  a  meeting  of  the  lodge:  now.  is  it 
not  natural  to  suppose  that  it  sometimes  happened  in  the  days  when 
the  regulations  were  adopted  as  it  som.etimes  happens  in  our  da}',  that 
the  master,  fully  expecting  to  be  present  at  a  meeting  of  his  lodge,  is 
at  the  last  moment  prevented  from  attending"?  The  past  master  in 
such  a  case,  according  to  Brother  Drummond,  certainly  cannot  pre- 
side, for  the  warden  would  not  have  time  to  congregate  the  lodge:  that 
is,  to  issue  a  call  for  the  meeting.  We  feel  well  assured  that  Brother 
Drummond  will  ultimately  agree  with  us,  that  the  old  regulations, 
1723  and  as  amended,  1738.  clearly  inhibit  a  past  master  from  presid- 
ing over  a  lodge  in  the  absence  of  the  master  and  wardens. 
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Bro.  SCHULTZ  believes  that  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction 
is  a  most  wholesome  one,  and  that  it  is  in  perfect  accord  with  the  en- 
tire policy  of  the  fraternity,  but  that  the  frequency  of  cases  arising 
out  of  difference  in  g"rand  lodge  regulations  on  the  subject  shows  the 
necessity  of  finding"  a  common  ground  whereon  all  can  stand  in  order 
to  obviate  the  increasing  friction  which  threatens  the  common  peace. 


MASSACHUSETTS,  1895. 

104th  Annual.  Boston.  December  11. 

We  find  ourselves  lacking  the  proceedings  of  the  March  quarterl}- 
communication. 

This  was  a  year  of  centenaries  among  Massachusetts  lodges,  no 
less  than  four  celebrating  their  one  hundredth  anniversaries,  viz.: 
Republican,  at  Greenfield,  where  the  oration  was  delivered  by  the 
Rev.  Bro.  P.  VOORHEES  FiTCH;  Evening  Star.  Lee,  historical  address 
by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Post;  Columbian.  Boston,  historical  address  by 
William  T.  R.  Marvin,  oration  by  E.  Bentley  Young,  and  original 
poem  by  Charles  W.  Stevens:  Middlesex,  Framingham,  historical 
address  b}^  Grand  Secretary  Sereno  D.  Nickerson.  At  Bunker 
Hill  monument,  Charleston,  on  the  17th  of  June,  the  anniversary  of 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  the  grand  lodge  participated  in  the  cele- 
bration of  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  erection  of  the  first 
monument  to  Grand  Master  Gen.  Joseph  Warren.  The  celebration 
was  held  under  the  auspices  of  King  Solomon's  Lodge,  calling  together 
lodges  from  all  parts  of  th^  state,  five  thousand  brethren  marching  in 
the  procession.  The  governor  of  the  commonwealth,  Bro.  Frederick 
T.  Greenhalge,  delivered  a  brief  but  powerful  oration,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  said: 

And,  my  friends,  when  we  consider  that  the  nation  is  made  up  of 
individuals,  when  we  consider  that  the  perfect  republic  is  that  in 
which  each  does  his  part,  and  bears  his  burden,  and  is  willing  to  make 
honorable  compact  with  his  country,  then  a'ou  see  the  relations  vrhich 
must  directly  come  between  the  man  and  his  country. 

Is  it  for  you  to  drive  a  hard  bargain  with  the  commonwealth,  to 
insist  upon  tremendous  payment  for  whatever  you  may  contribute  of 
your  ability,  or  of  your  goods,  to  the  commonwealth'?  Is  your  purpose 
to  catch  so  much,  and  give  so  little? 

Are  you  going  to  avoid  service  in  the  militia,  in  the  jur\'-box,  in 
the  caucus,  in  the  town  meeting,  or  in  the  church,  where  your  duty 
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calls  upon  you?  Today,  my  friends,  you  are  not  asked  to  volunteer  for 
the  field  of  battle:  the  glory  which  may  be  yours  does  not  come  with 
cannon  and  the  blare  of  trumpets,  but  in  the  silent,  patient  work,  the 
kind  which  Warren  did  before  the  day  of  glor}'  which  immortalized 
him. 

In  the  meeting's  of  the  committee  of  safety,  in  the  town  meetings, 
in  the  conferences  with  neighbors,,  where  the  self-sacrificing  spirit 
said,  '"Let  an}-  man  go  ahead  if  he  is  a  better  soldier  than  I  am."  it 
was  there  he  showed  himself  the  true  patriot,  and  in  that  spirit  the 
message  of  AVarren  comes  to  you  toda}-. 

At  the  centennial  of  Middlesex  Lodge,  Bro.  Xickerson,  in  his 
interesting  oration,  tells  the  story  of  the  rescue  of  Capt.  Jona- 
than Maynard,  its  first  master,  a  native  of  Framingham,  and  a 
graduate  of  Harvard,  who  was  saved  from  burning  at  the  stake  bs' 
Joseph  Brant,  the  Mohawk  chief,  w-hose  sister  Molly  became  the 
second  wife  of  Sir  William  Johnson.  The  incident  is  given  from 
the  history  of  Framingham  by  Bro.  the  Rev.  JosiAH  H..  Temple: 

While  his  regiment  was  stationed  at  or  near  AVest  Point,  on  the 
30th  of  May,  1778,  Lieut.  Maynard,  with  a  small  party,  went  on  a  for- 
aging excursion  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  camp,  when  they 
were  set  upon  b}^  a  scouting  band  of  Indians,  and  after  a  sharp  skir- 
mish taken  prisoners.  They  were  conducted  for  a  distance  of  several 
miles  away  from  the  American  lines,  when  a  halt  was  made  and  all 
but  the  lieutenant  were  tomahawked  and  scalped.  As  he  wore  a 
sword,  he  was  considered  a  greater  prize,  and  was  carried  to  the  catnp 
of  Brant,  their  chieftain. 

After  a  brief  consultation,  it  was  decided  to  burn  the  captive. 
The  fagots  were  collected,  he  was  tied  to  a  tree,  and  the  fire  was 
about  to  be  kindled.  Although  a  stranger  to  all  in  the  group,  and 
ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  Indian  chief  was  a  Freemason,  as  his 
last  hope,  Lieut.  Maynard  gave  a  Masonic  sign.  It  was  recognized  b}- 
Brant,  who  was  standing  by,  and  he  ordered  the  execution  to  be  post- 
poned. Maynard  was  put  under  guard,  and  in  due  time,  with  other 
prisoners,  was  sent  to  Quebec,  where  he  was  held  in  captivit}-  until 
December  26,  17S0.  when  he  was  exchanged. 

We  do  not  know  on  what  authority  Bro.  Nickerson  tells  the  stor}- 
of  a  similar  rescue  bj-  Brant  two  years  before,  which  occurred 
at  a  fortified  post  held  by  the  patriots  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  about 
forty  miles  above  Montreal,  and  known  as  "The  Cedars."  Towards 
the  close  of  the  Canadian  campaign  it  was  inglorioush' surrendered  to 
a  combined  force  of  British  regulars  and  Indians: 

On  the  following  da}'.  Ma}'  20,  1776,  a  small  relieving  force,  not 
knowing  of  the  surrender,  approached  the  post,  were  attacked  by  the 
Indians,  and  after  a  sharp  conflict  compelled  to  surrender.  Brant  is 
said  to  have  been  very  efficient  in  controlling  the  Indians  and  pre- 
venting a  massacre  of  the  prisoners.  Among  the  latter,  and  severely 
wounded,  was  Captain  John,  afterwards  colonel.  McKinstry,  of  Liv- 
ingston's Manor,  New  York.  He  was  selected  as  a  special  victim,  and 
preparations  were  made  for  putting  him  to  death  by  fire.     He  was 
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rescued  by  the  personal  exertions  of  Brant,  treated  with  Ifindness 
while  a  prisoner,  and  formed  a  friendship  with  Brant  which  continued 
until  the  death  of  the  chieftain.  The  latter  never  visited  the  neigh- 
borhood without  spending"  a  few  days  with  Col.  McKinstry.  At  the 
time  of  his  last  visit,  about  the  year  1805,  they  together  attended  the 
lodge  in  the  city  of  Hudson,  where  he  attracted  great  attention. 

The  charters  of  all  the  lodges  who  celebrated  their  centennial  an- 
niversaries were  issued  by  the  "Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge,"  estab- 
lished by  Warren  under  a  deputation  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Scotland,  and  hence  were  signed  by  Paul  Revere,  who  was  grand 
master  in  1795-96-97.  During  his  three  years'  service  he  signed  the 
charters  of  twenty-three  lodges,  of  which  only  two  are  extinct,  al- 
though two  more  have  been  revived  under  other  charters. 

At  the  quarterly  communication  of  June  12,  pending  amendments 
to  the  grand  constitutions  were  reported  upon  and  adopted,  the  first  of 
which  pertains  to  lodge  jewels.  Under  the  change  the  blazing  sun 
and  the  moon  disappear  from  the  square  and  compasses  which  are 
united  within  a  circle;  and  the  change  in  the  jewel  of  a  past  master 
is  indicated  by  the  italicized  words  inserted  in  the  old  definition, 
which  was  otherwise  as  follows: 

"The  Jewel  of  a  Past  Master  shall  be  the  blazing  Sun  within  the 
Square  and  Compasses  extended  on  a  Quadrant." 

We  cannot  divine  for  what  reg.son  the  well-nigh  universal  sun  and 
moon  of  the  elder  days  were,  some  years  ago,  taken  out  of  the  deacons' 
jewels;  but  we  think  we  can  divine  why  the  square  gets  into  the 
jewel  of  a  past  master.  As  the  practice  would  not  conform  to  the 
definition,  the  definition  has  been  made  to  conform  to  the  prac- 
tice. The  manufacturing  jewelers  in  that  jurisdiction  long  ago  en- 
riched their  past  master's  jewel  with  a  square,  and  few  have  been 
manufactured  there  within  the  last  third  of  a  century  that  did  not 
contain  it.  We  do  not  know  what  proportion  they  bore  to  those  of 
the  authorized  pattern  in  the  grand  lodge  that  voted  on  this  amend- 
ment, but  we  exercise  a  Yankee's  privilege  of  guessing  that  a  con- 
stitutional majority  of  the  past  masters  who  have  been  decorated  by 
their  appreciative  lodges,  wore  jewels  of  the  "improved"  pattern.  A 
saving  proviso  permits  those  old  lodges  who  have  the  sun  and  the 
moon  in  the  jewels  of  their  deacons  to  retain  the  same  presumably 
without  the  added  "circle"  of  the  new  definition. 

Another  amendment  of  greater  practical  importance  refers  to 
waiver  of  jurisdiction  over  rejected  candidates,  which,  under  the 
peculiar  jurisprudence  of  Massachusetts,  is  accomplished  by  the  unit- 
ing of  six  brethren,  three  of  whom  must  be  the  master  and  wardens 
(who  also  possess  the  power  of  veto),  in  recommending  the  candidate 
to  another  lodge.      How  the  regulation  has   heretofore  worked,  and 
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the  character  of  the  amendment  adopted  is  sufficiently  indicated  by 
the  following  from  the  report  of  the  committee  on  by-laws  and  char- 
ters: 

The  purpose  of  the  first  paragraph  of  this  amendment  is  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  a  rejected  candidate  obtaining  a  waiver  of 
jurisdiction  and  recommendation  whicli  could  be  used  in  aui/  lodge. 
Cases  of  this  kind  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee 
within  the  past  year,  the  name  of  the  lodge  which  was  to  receive  the 
petition  being  left  in  blank,  to  be  tilled  in  at  the  pleasure  of  the  can- 
didate or  his  friends.  The  amendment  specifies  the  lodge  which  ma}- 
receive  the  petition. 

The  further  object  of  this  amendment  is  to  make  it  more  difficult 
for  an  unworth}-  man,  who  has  been  rejected  for  cause,  to  gain  admis- 
sion to  the  fraternit}-. 

By  having  tlie  request  read  in  the  lodge,  and  requiring  it  to  lie 
over  for  one  month,  an  opportunitj^  is  given  to  the  members  to  object 
if  they  have  cause. 

Under  the  present  regulation,  a  release  is  often  given  without  the 
knowledge  of  an}-  members  beyond  the  six  whose  signatures  are  re- 
quired. No  record  is  made  of  it  by  the  lodge  which  gives  the  release, 
and  the  members  of  that  lodge  are  often  surprised  to  see  their  re- 
jected candidate  enter  their  own  lodge  as  a  visitor  some  months  later. 

It  is  also  possible,  under  the  amendment,  for  a  deserving  man. 
whose  rejection  has  been  influenced  b}-  personal  malice  or  other 
insufficient  cause,  to  have  justice  done  him  by  receiving  a  recom- 
mendation to  another  lodge. 

Still  another  amendment  was  adopted,  which  touches  the  right  of 
a  brother  to  membership  in  the  lodge  in  which  he  is  raised.  Prior  to 
1892  the  Massachusetts  constitutions  permitted  the  lodges  to  require 
that  brethren  raised  therein  should  afterwards  be  regularly  proposed 
and  elected  before  they  could  become  members  thereof,  but  in  that 
3'ear  the  following  was  adopted: 

The  fees  for  initiating,  crafting,  and  raising  shall  entitle  the  ap- 
plicant to  membership  in  the  lodge  which  accepts  his  application, 
without  further  charge  or  ballot. 

Now  the  following  proviso  is  added: 

Provided,  however,  that  he  shall  sign  the  by-laws  within  six 
months  from  the  date  of  raising;  and  reserving  the  right  of  objection 
bj^  an}-  member  to  such  signing,  for  cause,  the  sufficiency  of  which 
shall  be  determined  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  members  present 
at  a  regular  monthly  communication. 

The  grand  lodge  received  from  Bro.  John  H.  Colt.amore,  of  Bos- 
ton, a  check  for  $5,000,  the  first  contribution  toward  a  charity  fund 
which  he  proposed  to  create,  to  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  trustees 
of  the  Masonic  Education  and  Charit}-  Trust,  and  another  most  ac- 
ceptable gift  from  Bro.  John  C.  Soley.  of  Soley  Lodge,  being  a  por- 
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trait  of  his  grandfatlier,  John  Soley,  who  was  grand  master  in  1827, 
1828,  and  1829. 

A  special  communication  was  held  August  27  to  review  the 
Knights  Templar  parade  on  the  occasion  of  the  twenty-sixth  triennial 
conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  states.  During  the 
triennial  week  the  grand  master  (Edwin  B.  Holmes)  was  at  the  Ma- 
sonic Temple  each  day  to  extend  the  courtesies  and  welcome  of  the 
grand  lodge  to  the  grand  masters  and  other  grand  officers  of  sister 
grand  lodges,  and  judging  fron  the  echoes  in  the  proceedings  that 
have  come  under  our  notice  the  hospitable  record  of  the  jurisdiction 
was  admirably  sustained;  as  subsequently  reported  he  entertained,  on 
August  29,  at  the  Hull  Yacht  club,  Grand  Masters  Shryock,  of  Mary- 
land; Haskins.  of  Vermont;  Walker,  of  New  Brunswick;  Boyce,  of 
Florida;  Fredericks,  of  Arizona;  Lowden,  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
Hays,  of  New  Hampshire.  There  were  at  dinner  the  representatives 
of  80,000  Masons. 

There  were  also  in  Boston  at  that  time,  Grand  Masters  Bowering, 
of  Michigan;  Sawyer,  of  South  Carolina;  DixoN,  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  HoUGH,  of  Missouri,  who  were  prevented  by  various 
circumstances  from  accepting  his  hospitality. 

At  the  quarterly  of  September  11,  held  at  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall, 
the  grand  master  reported  the  partial  destruction  by  fire,  on  the  7th 
of  September,  of  the  beautiful  temple  so  lately  thronged  with  thous- 
ands of  admiring  visitors.  Happily  the  library,  portraits,  records,  etc., 
escaped  the  fire  and  were  only  slightly  damaged  by  water.  While 
the  fire  was  still  raging  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall  Association  offered  the 
use  of  their  hall  free  of  expense  which  oft'er  he  accepted  for  that  com- 
munication. 

The  board  of  directors  of  the  grand  lodge  were  authorized  to  ar- 
range for  the  repair  or  sale  of  the  temple,  for  the  purchase  of  a  new 
site  if  deemed  advisable,  and-  for  the  erection  of  another  building, 
reporting  to  the  grand  lodge  before  a  definite  bargain  was  concluded; 
and  steps  were  taken — which  proved  successful— to  secure  an  amend- 
ment of  the  act  of  incorporation  enlarging  its  property,  holding  quali- 
fication from  five  hundred  thousanii  dollars  for  real  estate  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars  for  personal  estate,  to  two  million  dollars  for  the 
former  and  two  hundred  thousand  for  the  latter.  Another  gift  of 
$5,000  was  received  from  Bro  John  H.  Callamore  for  the  charity 
fund  to  which  his  name  had  been  given. 

At  a  special  communication,  held  October  16,  the  deputy  grand 
master,  S.  Lothrop  Thorndike,  presided,  Grand  Master  Holmes 
having  sought  rest  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  after  his  over-worked 
summer. 
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Committees  on  adjustment  reported  that  the  insurance  companies 
would  pay  $88,880.86  on  the  damage  to  the  buildin«r,  and  .1^21,298.84  on 
loss  of  personal  property  by  the  fire  at  the  temple.  The  directors 
were  authorized  to  sell  the  temple  propert}^,  but  not  empowered  to 
purchase  a  new  site. 

At  the  quarterl}^  of  December  11  (the  annual),  held  in  the  temple, 
Grand  Master  Holmes  announced  the  death  of  Henry  G.  Wood,  past 
junior  grand  warden,  at  the  age  of  forty-two,  and  of  Chauncey 
Sleeper  Richards,  district  deputy  grand  master,  at  fifty- four. 

Of  a  visit  to  Hyde  Park  Lodge.  Hyde  Park,  the  grand  master  says: 

Among  the  guests  present  was  W.  Bro.  Henry  A.  Denny,  who  was 
93  years  of  age  in  October  last,  and  was  made  a  Master  Mason  in 
Leicester  seventy-two  years  ago:  subsequently  he  became  a  member 
of  Morning  Star  lodge,  Worcester,  and  he  still  retains  his  membership 
there.  Next  to  Rev.  Lucius  R.  Paige,  of  Cambridge,  Bro.  Denny  is 
supposed  to  be  the  oldest  Mason  in  Massachusetts. 

Temporary  quarters  for  the  grand  lodge  and  for  other  Masonic 
bodies  to  be  provided  for,  had  been  found  on  the  sixth  floor  of  the 
Boylston  Building,  corner  of  Bo3rlston  and  Washington  streets.  Of 
this  he  sa3's: 

A  contract  has  been  made  for  leasing  these  premises  for  the  term 
of  three  years  from  December  1,  with  the  privilege  of  two  more  years; 
plans  have  been  drawn  for  the  necessary  alterations;  some  of  the  con- 
tracts have  been  made,  and  the  work  has  already  commenced.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  Masonic  bodies  will  be  able  to  occupy  the  new  apart- 
ments in  the  month  of  February.  The  rents  will  be  apportioned  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  reimburse  the  grand  lodge  for  all,  or  nearly  all, 
its  expenditures  on  the  premises. 

The  new  quarters  thus  provided  will,  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  man- 
ner, meet  the  wants  of  the  grand  lodge  and  other  bodies  formerlj^ 
meeting  in  the  temple,  until  a  new  temple  shall  be  erected. 

He  announced  the  completion  of  the  printing  of  the  volume  of  the 
grand  lodge  records,  covering  the  years  from  1733  to  1792  inclusive, 
and  containing  the  proceedings  of  St.  John's  and  Massachusetts  grand 
lodges.  The  work  has  been  very  expensive,  and  the  edition  is  limited, 
and  the  nominal  price  of  $2.00  per  volume  will  be  charged  therefor. 

He  has  the  following  sensible  recommendations: 

I  herewith  submit  some  recommendations  for  your  consideration. 
They  concern  the  introduction  of  certain  practices  into  our  lodge 
work  which  are  clearly  innovations,  and  are  not  warranted  b}^  the 
requirements  of  our  grand  constitutions. 

I  refer,  first,  to  the  use  of  the  stereopticon.  It  mars  the  simplicity 
and  grandeur  of  our  work  and  adds  nothing  to  its  impressiveness.  It 
introduces  a  new,  unwarranted  practice,  which,  if  allowed  to  continue, 
might  be  used  as  a  precedent  for  numerous  other  innovations.  Where 
I  have  known  the  stereopticon  to  be  used,  I  have  on  my  own  responsi- 
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bility  ordered  its  discontinuance.     The  brethren  seem  to  have  cheer- 
fully conformed  to  my  desire. 

I  refer,  secondly,  to  the  practice  of  dressing-  the  Fellow  Crafts  in 
an  ancient  and  unusual  g-arb,  and  the  introduction  of  fancy  evolutions 
and  paraphernalia  unknown  until  our  da3\  These  are  innovations  and 
have  no  warrant  in  our  grand  constitutions.  The  costuming  might 
serve  as  a  precedent  for  the  clothing  of  all  the  officers  of  a  lodge  in 
distinctive  and  expensive  regalia.  Where  my  attention  has  been 
called  to  these  matters  I  have  requested  their  discontinuance. 

Thirdly,  I  believe  that  music  adds  greatly  to  the  impressiveness 
of  the  work  and  is  much  to  be  desired,  but  that  it  is  being  introduced 
at  some  points  where  it  detracts  rather  than  adds  to  the  ritual.  We 
do  not  want  the  music  to  be  so  pronounced  that  it  is  made  the  chief 
feature. 

I  recommend  that  the  grand  lodge  order  the  discontinuance  in  this 
jurisdiction  of  the  use  of  the  stereopticon,  of  the  costuming  of  the 
Fellow  Crafts,  that  the  subject  of  the  introduction  of  music  into  our 
ritual  be  considered  by  a  committee,  and  that  exemplifications  of  the 
work  be  made  obligatory  in  each  district  annually,  or  at  least  once  in 
two  years. 

Five  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  out  of  the  surplus  receipts 
of  the  year  to  the  Masonic  education  and  charity  trust;  $1,000  was 
received  from  the  Lodge  of  St.  Andrew,  to  be  invested  by  the  trustees 
of  the  above-named  trust,  and  known  as  the  "Lodge  of  St.  Andrew 
Fund,"  and  an  additional 'S.j, 000  from  Bro.  John  H.  Collamore,  to  be 
added  to  the  fund  named  for  the  munificent  donor. 

Edwin  B.  Holmes,  of  Boston,  grand  master;  Sereno  D.  Nicker- 
SON,  Cambridge,  recording  grand  secretary,  were  re-elected.  The 
address  of  both  is  Masonic  Temple,  Boston. 

At  the  stated  communication  of  December  27,  the  grand  officers 
were  installed;  the  recording  grand  secretary  made  his  report,  includ- 
ing an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  printed  proceedings  of 
the  various  grand  lodges  with  which  Massachusetts  is  in  fraternal 
correspondence,  and  the  rest  is  in  the  language  of  the  record: 

At  five  minutes  after  six  o'clock  p.m.  the  brethren  were  called 
from  labor  to  refreshment,  and  proceeded  without  form  to  the  rooms 
of  the  Exchange  Club,  on  the  corner  of  Milk  and  Batterymarch 
streets,  where  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  was  celebrated  in 
due  and  ancient  form,  after  the  manner  of  Masons. 

At  twenty  minutes  after  ten  o'clock  p.m.  the  brethren  were  called 
from  refreshment  to  labor  again,  and  the  grand  lodge  was  closed  in 
ample  form. 

At  the  feast  witty  and  eloquent  speech  and  good  natured  chaffing 
abounded,  and  to  all  three  of  these  features  Bro.  the  Rev.  George  C. 
LORIMER,  past  grand  orator  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  contributed 
a  generous  share. 
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MICHIGAN,  1896. 
52nd  Annual.  Saginaw.  January  28. 

The  fly  leaf  of  the  Michigan  proceeding's  bears  a  fine  portrait  of 
the  retiring  grand  master,  Edwin  L.  Bowring. 

Thirty  grand  jurisdictions  contributed  to  the  diplomatic  corps. 
Arba  M.  Seymour,  the  representative  of  Illinois,  was  among  the  ab- 
sent. 

Grand  Master  BowRiNG  gives  us  a  most  encouraging  report  of 
the  condition  of  the  craft  in  Michigan.  He  announced  the  death  of 
Michael  Shoemaker,  past  grand  master,  at  the  ripe  age  of  seventy- 
seven.  He  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors  by  the  grand  lodge.  He 
filled  the  grand  east  in  1886,  and  the  obituary  committee  say  of  him: 

While  we  meet  to  review  the  past  and  lay  out  our  work  for  the 
future,  we  are  also  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  our  worthy  friend 
and  brother.  Past  Grand  Master  Michael  Shoemaker,  whose  courage, 
fidelity,  and  words  of  wisdom  have  endeared  him  to  the  craft  and 
raised  to  his  memory  a  monument  which  time  cannot  destroy.  For 
nearly  one-half  a  century  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity  of  Michigan,  having  served  with  honor  in  the  several  sta- 
tions of  his  lodge  and  rising  to  the  highest  office  within  its  gift. 

Following  are  some  of  the  twenty-two  decisions  reported: 

The  following  physical  imperfections  disqualify  a  person  from 
receiving  the  degrees  of  Masonry,  viz.: 

1.  One  afflicted  with  paralysis  in  his  limbs,  and  who  requires  the 
assistance  of  another  person  to  enable  him  to  walk. 

One  whose  leg  is  withered,  causing  him  to  limp  and  require  the 
use  of  a  cane  in  walking. 

One  who  has  lost  the  thumb  of  his  right  hand. 

One  who  has  lost  the  third  and  fourth  fingers  or  a  portion  of  his 
right  hand. 

One  with  a  cork  leg  and  foot. 

One  who  is  crippled  by  reason  of  Jiis  foot  being  crooked  and  is 
compelled  to  walk  on  the  side  of  his  foot. 

4.  When  the  W.M.  and  S.W.  have  removed  from  the  jurisdiction 
and  are  absent  from  the  lodge  the  .J.W.  can  call  a  special  meeting 
and  perform  and  discharge  all  the  duties  of  the  W.M.  He  may  call 
upon  members  to  assist  him  in  the  work  and  lectures. 

5.  It  is  residence,  and  not  citizenship,  that  confers  jurisdiction 
over  the  applicant  for  admission.  Therefore,  a  resident,  althoug'h 
a  citizen  of  a  foreign  country,  if  otherwise  qualified,  is  proper  mate- 
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rial  for  the  degrees  of  Masonry.  Whether  he  prefers  allegiance  to 
another  government  in  preference  to  this,  makes  no  difference.  His 
allegiance  to  Masonry  may  be  as  loyal  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other. 

11.  A  regularly  constituted  lodge  cannot  finish  the  unfinished  work 
of  a  lodge  U.D.,  because  the  lodge  U.D.  cannot  comply  with  the  regu- 
lation requiring  a  request  of  that  kind  to  be  preferred  under  the  seal 
of  the  lodge. 

12.  A  lodge  cannot  admit  a  visitor  by  an  examination  in  the  Coun- 
cil degrees.  The  examination  must  be  confined  to  the  first  three  de- 
grees of  Masonry.  As  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  we  know 
nothing  of  any  other  body  or  order.  Some  of  us  may  have  actual 
knowledge  that  there  are  Roj'al  Arch  Masons,  Knights  Templar, 
Royal  and  Select  Masters,  etc.,  etc.,  but  there  are  many  in  the  lodge 
that  have  no  knowledge  of  such  institutions.  A  visitor  who  cannot 
make  himself  known  to  any  Master  Mason  who  has  taken  no  other 
degrees  than  the  first  three  decrees  of  Masonry,  by  due  examination 
or  lawful  information,  cannot  be  admitted  to  visit  the  lodge.  Lawful 
information  does  not  extend  to  the  visitor's  being  a  member  of  an- 
other or  higher  (as  it  is  sometimes  called)  degree  in  Masonry,  but  re- 
fers to  information  which  is  acquired  from  some  one  who  has  sat  in 
the  lodge  with  the  visitor  and  can  avouch  for  him,  or  who  can  avouch 
for  him  through  a  due  examination  as  to  his  Masonic  qualifications. 

19.  Where  a  lodge  in  a  foreign  jurisdiction  requests  a  lodge  in 
this  to  confer  the  second  and  third  degrees  upon  a  candidate  who  has 
received  the  first  degree  in  the  foreign  jurisdiction,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  lodge  so  requested  to  examine  the  candidate  and  if  found  profi- 
cient, to  report  his  proficiency  to  the  lodge  in  the  foreign  jurisdic- 
tion, and  await  the  result  of  their  ballot. 

20.  In  the  absence  of  the  W.M.,  the  warden  exercising  the  duties 
of  the  master,  may  call  on  a  past  master  to  assist  in  the  work.  The 
work,  however,  is  that  of  the  warden  acting  as  master,  and  should  so 
appear  on  the  records. 

21.  Inquiry  is  made  as  to  whether  a  Master  Mason  in  anyway  vio- 
lates his  obligation  by  joining  the  so-called  Egyptian  Rite  of  Memphis, 
pretending  to  be  Masons;  and  whether  he  would  render  himself  liable 
to  charges  for  unmasonic  conduct  for  affiliating  or  associating  with 
an  expelled  Master  Mason,  and  aiding  in  the  formation  of  Egyptian 
Rite  Masons. 

The  only  limitation  placed  upon  Masons  in  joining  organizations, 
other  than  that  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  is  contained  in  article  8, 
section  2,  which  reads  as  follows: 

"Section  2.  Any  and  all  organizations,  associations,  or  persons 
within  the  state  of  Michigan,  professing  to  have  any  authority, 
powers,  or  privileges  in  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  not  derived  from  this 
grand  lodge,  are  declared  to.be  clandestine  and  illegal,  and  all  Ma- 
sonic intercourse  with,  or  recognition  of  them,  or  any  of  them,  is  pro- 
hibited." 

In  answer  to  the  second  question  above  asked: 

I  do  not  belong  to  the  Egyptian  Rite  of  Memphis;  I  know  nothing 
of  the  order  referred  to,  and  do  not  know  whether  it  claims  to  be  a 
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Masonic  body  or  not.  or  whether  it  claims  to  exercise  any  of  the  ''au- 
thority, powers,  or  privileg'es  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry."  If  it  does, 
all  Masonic  intercourse  with  it,  or  recog'nition  of  it,  is  prohibited,  and 
Masons  connecting  themselves  with  it,  or  lending  aid  and  assistance 
to  it,  would  be  amenable  to  Masonic  discipline.  It  is  only  Masonic 
subjects  and  Masonic  secrets  that  are  prohibited  in  the  intercourse 
of  a  Mason  with  an  expelled  or  a  suspended  Mason. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  in  the  first  decision  the  grand  mas- 
ter attempted  to  exhaust  the  catalogue  of  causes  rendering  persons, 
physically  unfit  for  the  degrees,  but  that  those  named  were  the  crop 
from  one  year's  questions.  No.  4,  which  we  hold  to  be  correct,  seems 
to  render  No.  20  superfluous,  as  the  greater  includes  the  less.  No.  5 
illustrates  the  fact  that  questions  along  a  certain  line  sometimes 
seem  to  be  epidemic.  From  a  time  when  the  memory  of  Masons  run- 
neth not  to  the  contrary  the  craft  had  been  resting  unquestioningly 
on  the  doctrine  so  correctly  stated  tfiat  it  is  residence,  not  citizen- 
ship, which  governs,  when  an  Indiana  grand  master  decided  to  the 
contrary,  but  happily  only  to  be  overruled,  and  since  then  the  ques- 
tion has  cropped  out  in  several  places.  No.  11  was  approved  by  the 
jurisprudence  committee,  but  if  it  was  on  the  ground  stated  by  the 
grand  master  we  think  the  view  is  a  narrow  one.  The  law  ought  not 
to  be  held  to  mean  that  the  action  of  a  lodge  under  dispensation  can- 
not be  authenticated  because  it  cannot  possess  a  seal. 

No.  12  is  on  lines  that  are  in  accord  with  Illinois  precedents.  No. 
19  was,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,, 
disapproved.     The  committee  say: 

Question  19. — This  grand  body  has  no  regulation  upon  the  subject 
with  reference  to  a  lodge  of  this  jurisdiction  receiving  a  request  from 
a  foreign  jurisdiction  to  confer  the  degrees  upon  its  material. 

Article  XV,  section  6,  of  grand  lodge  regulations  reads  as  follows: 

"No  lodge  shall  advance  a  candidate  except  by  ballot,  and  after 
an  examination  in  open  lodge,  by  which  it  shall  be  proved  that  he  has 
made  suitable  proficienc}-  in  the  preceding  degree.'' 

This  is  the  only  mode  in  which  a  lodge  can  confer  the  degrees, 
and  a  candidate  receiving  the  degrees  in  this  state  at  the  request  of 
a  foreign  jurisdiction  can  only  receive  them  through  the  same  chan- 
nel and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  grand  lodge  regulations  provide. 
The  lodge  receiving  the  material  of  a  foreign  jurisdiction  for  the 
purpose  of  conferring  the  degrees  upon  its  material  must  comply  with 
our  law  in  doing  the  work,  and  not  otherwise,  as  it  cannot  add  to  or 
take  from  the  grand  lodge  regulations  upon  this  subject. 

We  presume  lodges  did  work  by  prox-y  before  any  grand  lodge  had 
any  regulation  on  the  subject.  The  usage  grew  up  as  a  matter  of 
convenience  and  economy  to  candidates  and  of  good-will  between 
lodges;  and  in  view  of  this  the  course  marked  out  by  the  grand  master 
seems  less  strained  than  the  denial  of  the  possibility  of  doing  work  for 
a  foreign  lodge. 
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The  position  of  the  grand  master  in  No.  21  is  beyond  criticism. 
More  definite  knowledge  enabled  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  1885 
to  give  a  more  definite  answer.  Being  in  possession  of  letters  from 
the  heads  of  the  Egyptian  Rite  of  Memphis  and  the  Ancient  and 
Primitive  Rite  of  Memphis  in  this  country,  each  claiming  for  their 
respective  rites  the  inherent  right  to  confer  in  certain  contingencies 
the  degrees  of  Symbolic  or  Craft  Masonry,  the  grand  lodge  under  a 
constitutional  provision,  nearly  if  not  absolutely  identical  with  the 
section  quoted  by  Grand  Master  BOWRING,  warned  the  Masons  of  its 
obedience  that  both  these  rites  came  within  the  prohibitions  of  that 
provision. 

The  grand  master  also  decided  that  it  is  unmasonic  conduct  to 
solicit  any  person  to  become  a  Mason,  for  which  the  offender  should 
be  disciplined,  and  this,  we  are  glad  to  see,  was  approved. 

In  his  report  of  special  dispensations  issued  we  find  the  following: 

A  special  dispensation  was  granted  to  Fidelity  Dodge  No.  32,  to 
enable  them  to  confer  the  degrees  upon  a  Mr.  Russell,  waiving  all 
fees  and  the  usual  requirements.  The  occasion  of  granting  this  dis- 
pensation was  that  this  gentleman  was  present  and  witnessed  a  por- 
tion of  the  work  during  the  conferring  of  the  second  section  of  the 
third  degree.  Under  the  circumstances,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to 
remove  all  obstacles  and  make  a  Master  Mason  of  him  as  speedily  as 
possible,  which  was  done. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  case  were  peculiar.  It  appears 
that  on  the  afternoon  ana  evening  of  October  15,  Fidelity  Lodge  No. 
32  held  a  meeting  for  work  on  the  third  degree.  Six  lodges  of  the 
county  of  Hillsdale  were  present  and  participated  in  the  work,  and  a 
large  number  of  brother  Masons  from  different  parts  of  the  county; 
that  Edward  Russell,  not  a  Master  Mason,  was  admitted  to  the  ante- 
room by  the  tyler,  who  stated  he  was  vouched  for:  he  entered  the 
lodge  room  and  shortly  after  was  discovered,  and,  on  being  questioned, 
acknowledged  that  he  was  not  a  Master  Mason.  He  was  promptly  re- 
moved, and  on  being  questioned  as  to  how  he  happened  to  be  there, 
stated  that  he  was  there  by  invitation,  supposing  that  the  meeting 
was  open  to  the  public. 

On  receiving  information  in  an  indirect  way  of  what  had  occurred, 
I  went  to  Hillsdale  for  the  purpose  of  holding  an  investigation;  but 
on  my  arrival  there  I  found  all  of  the  parties  connected  with  the  af- 
fair, including  Mr.  Russell,  out  of  town.  On  my  return  home  I  sent 
the  dispensation  referred  to,  and  ordered  a  thorough  investigation 
to  be  held.  The  investigation  has  been  held,  and  I  have  received  the 
report  of  the  committee,  and  from  their  report  I  believe  that  it  was 
an  honest  mistake  of  the  parties  who  vouched  for  him. 

He  urged  that  the  grand  lodge  should  provide  for  the  future  main- 
tenance of  the  Michigan  Masonic  home,  and  to  this  end  recommended 
that  the  bj^-laws  be  so  amended  as  to  require  each  lodge  to  pay  one 
dollar  for  each  degree  conferred,  for  that  purpose. 

An  amendment  to  the  by-laws  in  accord  with  this  suggestion  was 
offered,  as  was  another  providing  that  twenty  cents  per  capita  of  the 
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revenues  to  be  derived  from  a  revised  schedule  of  taxation.  These 
were  lost,  as  was  also  a  resolution  to  accept  the  proffered  transfer  of 
the  Home  to  the  grand  lodge.  The  vote  on  the  latter,  under  a  call  of 
lodges,  was  510  yeas,  573  nays. 

Last  year  the  vote  on  the  same  question  was  44-1:  yeas,  to  600  nays. 

The  grand  master  discussed  one  side  of  the  mileage  and  per  diem 
question;  that  is,  he  showed  how  many  lodges  drew  out  of  the  grand 
treasury  more  in  the  mileage  and  per  diem  of  their  representatives 
than  they  paid  into  it  in  dues,  argued  that  it  was  wrong  to  put  the 
small  lodges  on  equal  footing  with  the  large,  and  recommended  that 
the  amount  of  mileage  and  per  diem  paid  to  each  representative 
should  not  exceed  the  amount  paid  in  as  per  capita  dues  by  the  lodge 
he  represents.  A  i^roposed  amendment  to  this  end  went  to  the  com- 
mittee on  jurisprudence,  who  reported  adversely,  and  their  report 
was  adopted.     The  committee  say: 

We  would  regard  such  a  change  as  unjust,  and  not  dealing  on  the 
square  with  the  representatives  of  the  younger  and  small  lodges,  who 
are  constituent  members  of  this  grand  body,  who  meet  all  here  on  the 
level  of  equality  whether  the  lodge  has  forty  or  400  members.  Every 
member  of  our  Masonic  family,  every  constituent  lodge,  should  be 
equally  near  and  equally  dear  to  this  grand  lodge,  and  among  whom 
no  inequality  should  exist;  who  meet  in  the  level  of  equality  on  the 
checkered  floor,  and  with  equal  representation.  All  are  in  the  judg- 
ment of  your  committee  entitled  to  this  penny  a  day,  from  the  young- 
est to  the  oldest,  from  the  lirst  to  the  last. 

The  grand  master  seems  to  have  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  the 
mileage  and  per  diem  system  is  adopted  because  it  is  deemed  for  the 
interest  of  the  whole  craft  that  all  lodges  should  be  represented, 
the  weak  and  distant  as  well  as  the  strong  and  those  located  near 
the  grand  lodge.  It  is  entirely  equitable,  because  the  member  of  the 
weak  lodge  pays  precisely  the  same  amount  for  the  privilege  of  being 
represented  as  the  meniber  of  the  strong  lodge  does. 

The  grand  master  announced  that  Grand  Secretary  Conover  had 
in  preparation  a  complete  history  of  Freemasonry  in  Michigan  from 
the  earliest  date  up  to  the  close  of  the  semi-centennial  year;  that  the 
edition  would  be  limited  to  one  thousand  copies  and  sold  only  by  sub- 
scription. A  special  committee  seconded  his  suggestion  that  every 
lodge  should  become  a  subscriber,  and  in  this  the  grand  lodge  concurred. 

The  grand  secretary  (Jefferson  S.  Conover)  "drops  into  poetry" 
in  his  general  report,  it  being  in  verse  throughout,  and  with  such  suc- 
cess that  Walt  Whitman's  metrical  cataloguing  no  longer  stands 
in  a  class  by  itself. 

The  committee  appointed  one  3'ear  before  to  revise  and  re-write 
Webb's  Monitor  reported  the  completion  of  their  work,  recommend- 
ing that  it  be  printed,  distributed  to  the  lodges,  and  be  subjected  to 
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the  practical  test  of  at  least  a  year's  general  use  before  final  adop- 
tion.    This  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  is  from  the  report  of  the  committee  on  appeals: 

In  the  matter  of  complaint  against  Golden  Rule  Lodge  No.  159, 
F.  and  A.M.,  your  committee,  upon  investigation,  find:  that  January 

4,  1896,  Grand  Master  Owen  Scott  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  addressed  a  communication  to  the  most  worshipful  grand  mas- 
ter of  this  grand  jurisdiction,  calling  his  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Mendon  Lodge  No.  449,  at  Mendon,  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  had  made 
complaint  that  Golden  Rule  lodge  had  invaded  its  jurisdiction  by  ac- 
cepting and  conferring  the  degrees  upon  Harry  B.  Coffield,  who,  they 
claimed,  belonged  to  and  was"  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Mendon 
lodge. 

Your  committee,  upon  investigation,  find  the  following  facts: 
That  the  said  Harry  B.  Coffield  left  Mendon,  Illinois,  in  1891  and  has 
not  resided  there  since;  that  he  arrived  at  his  majority  in  1893  and 
has  since  that  time  resided  continuously  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
Mendon  Lodge,  and  since  1894  has  resided  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  and 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Golden  Rule  Lodge. 

Your  committee  further  find  from  evidence  that  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Harry  B.  Coffield  to  remove  from  the  jurisdiction  of  Mendon 
lodge  in  1893,  without  any  intention  of  returning  for  the  purpose  of 
a  residence,  and  your  committee  therefore  find  that  Mendon  Lodge 
No.  449,  of  the  Grand  .Jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  has  no  cause 
of  complaint  against  Golden  Rule  lodge. 

Your  committee,  in  the  investigation  of  this  case,  however,  have 
discovered  the  fact,  that  Golden  Rule  Lodge  received  the  application 
of  Harry  B.  Coffield  before  he  had  resided  one  year  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion, and  while  the  report  of  the  committee  on  such  application  dis- 
tinctly stated  that  the  applicant  had  resided  within  the  jurisdiction 
for  upwards  of  a  year,  we  deem  it  proper  to  call  the  attention  of 
Golden  Rule  lodge  to  the  necessity  of  the  exercise  of  the  utmost  vigi- 
lance and  most  careful  scrutiny  in  the  acceptance  of  material. 

The  grand  lodge  denied  a  fresh  petition  from  Calvin  C.  Burt  for 
restoration;  repealed  a  resolution  of  1892, fixing  its  session  at  three 
days;  recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand;  chartered  four 
lodges,  continued  one  under  dispensation,  and  ordered  a  dispensation 
for  another;  took  favorable  action  on  the  proposed  Washington  me- 
morial observance,  and  determined  to  again  meet  at  Saginaw  next 
year. 

John  J.  Carton,  of  Flint,  was  elected  grand  master;  Jefferson 

5.  CONOVER,  Coldwater,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  as  usual  by  Grand  Secretary 
CONOVER,  who  this  year  threw  away  the  scissors  and  took  up  the  con- 
denser, with  the  result  of  compressing  a  notice  of  sixty-two  juris- 
dictions into  ninety-nine  pages,  exclusive  of  a  valuable  index. 
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Illinois  for  1895  is  included  in  his  review,  and  of  a  matter  now  pend- 
ing he  says: 

An  additional  article  for  the  constitution  was  proposed  forbidding 
the  use  of  Masonic  name  in  any  business  concern  or  association  prose- 
cuted for  profit,  except  the  printing  and  publishing  of  Masonic  books 
or  papers,  or  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  supplies,  which  was  laid 
over  until  next  year  for  consideration,  when  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  may 
become  a  law  of  that  jurisdiction,  as  it  ought  to  be  of  all  others. 

His  report  well  reflects  the  most  striking  features  of  the  proceed- 
ings reviewed,  but  of  course  in  the  space  he  has  given  himself  he  has 
no  more  room  for  comment  than  if  he  had  been  cut  out  bj^  the  scis- 
sors. A  stray  remark  under  "Maine"  discloses  his  hope  that  he  may 
one  day  twinkle  in  some  constellation  of  the  Eastern  Stars. 


MINNESOTA,  1896. 

43rd  Annual.  St.  Paul.  January  15. 

The  representative  of  Illinois,  Bro.  Alcinous  Y.  Davidson,  was 
not  among  the  twenty-four  diplomats  who  represented  thirty-four 
grand  jurisdictions  at  the  opening  of  the  grand  lodge.  It  is  refresh- 
ing to  find  here  and  there  a  grand  lodge  where  some  eminent  brother 
still  wears  the  honors  conferred  by  more  than  one  grand  lodge  upon 
its  representatives.  It  indicates  that  there  are  yet  some  jurisdictions 
in  which  the  appointment  of  grand  representatives  to  its  court  has  not 
come  to  be  regarded  as  the  legitimate  patronage  of  its  own  ruler. 

The  grand  master  (Calvin  L.  Brown)  left  the  announcement  of 
the  deaths  of  the  year,  to  which  he  eloquently  referred,  to  the  com- 
mittee on  obituaries.  The  only  past  or  present  grand  officer  deceased 
was  Frank  Mantor,  past  senior  grand  warden,  who  had  gone  over  to 
the  majority,  full  of  j^ears  and  honors.  He  was  prominently  identified 
with  the  early  history  and  settlement  of  Dodge  county,  and  gave  his 
name  to  the  city  of  Mantorville  and  to  the  lodge  at  that  place. 

The  grand  master  had  granted  dispensations  to  lodges  to  appear 
in  public  and  attend  religious  services  on  St.  -lohn's  da}^  and  refused 
applications  to  permit  them  to  join  in  parades  on  Decoration  day  and 
the  Fourth  of  July;  for  authority  to  confer  degrees  on  candidates 
without  requiring  them   to  show  the  necessary  proficiency  in   each 
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preceding  degree,  and  refused  also  under  the  circumstances  which 
follow: 

A  worshipful  master  requested  a  dispensation  authorizing  him  to 
order  a  new  ballot  on  a  petition  for  the  degrees,  on  the  ground  that 
the  only  blackball  appearing  to  have  been  cast  was  cast  by  mistake, 
the  brother  casting  it  so  declaring  to  the  worshipful  master  after 
the  close  of  the  lodge. 

In  Illinois  the  law  permits  the  master  to  order  a  new  ballot  in 
case  of  an  avowed  mistake,  all  having  notice  of  the  time  when  the 
new  ballot  will  be  taken  who  were  present  at  the  original  ballot. 

Of  Northern  Light  Lodge  No.  68,  referred  to  in  our  notice  of  Man- 
itoba, he  sa3's: 

This  lodge,  located  at  Fort  Garry,  was  chartered  in  1867,  and  was 
the  foundation  of  Masonry  in  Northwest  Canada.  It  has  never  been 
represented,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  at  any  session  of  the  grand  lodge. 
Its  membership  has  probably  long  since  been  absorbed  by  the  lodges 
working  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba,  and 
its  records  and  papers  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  grand  secretary 
of  that  grand  lodge.  He  concedes  them  to  be  the  property  of  this 
grand  lodge,  and  while  holding  them  subject  to  our  order,  makes  the 
following  request: 

"These  records  and  dispensations  are,  of  course,  the  property  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota,  and  I  will  hold  them  subject  to  your 
order.  I  would  at  the  same  time  make  a  request  on  behalf  of  our 
grand  lodge,  that  we  may  be  permitted  to  retain  these  records,  to  be 
placed  in  our  archives,  and  treasured  as  heirlooms  of  priceless  value 
and  handed  down  to  the  succeeding  generations  as  mementos  of  the 
past  and  as  an  enduring  remembrance  of  the  source  from  which  Ma- 
sonry in  the  Canadian  Northwest  sprung." 

The  request  should  be  granted,  unless  some  good  reason  appears 
to  make  it  improper  to  grant  it. 

The  grand  lodge  authorized  the  transfer. 

The  grand  master  refused  to  approve  a  lodge  by-law  as  not  in 
harmony  with  the  principles  of  Masonic  law,  which  authorized  the 
arbitrary  offset,  by  the  secretary,  of  unj^aid  dues  against  a  claim  due 
from  the  lodge  to  the  brother  in  arrears,  and  the  grand  lodge  con- 
firmed the  refusal. 

The  grand  master  subm'tted  seven  decisions,  all  of  which  were 
confirmed,  the  jurisprudence  committee  especially  emphasizing  the 
gist  of  No.  4,  that  the  power  of  waiver  of  jurisdiction  by  lodges  must 
be  limited  to  persons  and  not  to  territory.  They  are  in  accord  with 
our  ideas  of  law,  are  clear  in  statement,  excellent  in  style,  and  are  in 
part  as  follows: 

1.  A  year  or  so  ago  a  person  joined,  in  Montana,  what  he  supposed 
was  a  Masonic  lodge.  It  was  chartered  by  the  Colored  Grand  Lodge 
of  Missouri.  He  now  desires  to  petition  for  membership  in  this  state. 
The  worshipful  master  of  the  lodge  which  he  sought  to  join  wrote  me 
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as  follows:  "He  joined  the  lodge  in  Montana  under  the  supposition 
that  it  was  all  riijht,  and  did  not  know  that  it  was  chartered  by  the 
Colored  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri.  He  is  a  good  citizen,  and  desires 
to  renounce  the  Montana  membership  and  become  a  regular  Mason. 
Can  we  receive  his  petition?  Is  he  required  to  pay  full  fees?  Are 
we  compelled  to  confer  the  degree  in  full?" 

To  these  questi6ns  I  answered:  "You  may  receive  his  petition 
for  the  degrees  the  same  as  you  would  receive  one  from  any  profane. 
He  is  not  a  Mason  to  us,  and  we  cannot  recognize  him  as  such  nor  as 
having  anj^  Masonic  rights  whatever.  He  must  be  initiated,  passed, 
and  raised  in  the  usual  and  regular  way."' 

We  have  once  or  twice  had  occasion  to  animadvert  upon  the  ac- 
tion of  grand  lodges  for  getting  dangerously  near  the  line  of  apparent 
interference  in  the  affairs  of  civil  government  or  of  international 
relations,  but  the  following  exchange  of  fraternal  greetings,  although 
borrowing  an  exceptional  significance  from  the  fact  that  at  the  time 
they  occurred  the  somewhat  strained  relations  between  two  English 
speaking  nations  were  a  source  of  apprehension  to  many,  are  safely 
within  the  line  of  legitimate  expression  of  the  desire  for  amity  be- 
tween neighboring  peoples.     The  grand  master  says: 

The  M.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba  send  the  following  greet- 
ing to  the  brethren  of  this  jurisdiction: 

^'Whereas,  The  sacred  teachings  of  Freemasonry  were  first  intro- 
duced into  this  city  and  thence  spread  throughout  the  Northwest 
Territories  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  under  the  auspices  of  the  Mil- 
itary Lodge  at  Fort  Pembina,  owing  allegiance  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Minnesota,  and  the  said  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota  granted  a 
charter  to  Northern  Light  Lodge  at  Fort  Garry,  now  the  city  of  Win- 
nipeg, in  18(37;  and, 

^^  Whereas,  The  brethren  of  this  city  and  jurisdiction  have  always 
cherished  with  kindly  remembrances  the  fraternal  action  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota;  therefore  be  it 

^'Resolved,  That  the  Masons  of  Winnipeg  now  assembled  do  hereby 
request  the  grand  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba  to  convey 
to  the  grand  master  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota  and  the  breth- 
ren of  "his  jurisdiction  the  sincere  wish  and  hope  of  the  Masons  of 
Winnipeg  and  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Manitoba 
that  the  fraternal  bond  of  harmony  and  sympathy  so  happil}^  inaug- 
urated b}'  the  brethren  of  the  Military  Lodge  at  Fort  Pembina  may 
never  be'disturbed,  and  to  accept  from  the  Masons  of  this  city  and  ju- 
risdiction fraternal  greetings  of  good  will  for  the  new  year.'" 

We  accept  with  grateful  appreciation  the  greetings  and  senti- 
ments thus  expressed  and  conveyed,  and  return  to  the  M.W.  Grand 
Lodge  of  Manitoba  and  the  fraternit}^  in  its  jurisdiction  sentiments 
and  greetings  in  kind.     "Peace  on  earth;  good  will  toward  men." 

This  was  thus  supplemented  by  the  grand  lodge: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  portion  of  the  grand 
master's  address  which  relates  to  fraternal  greeting  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Manitoba,  report,  that  the  kindly  expressions  of  love  and 
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unity  received  from  the  brethren  of  another  and  in  one  sense  a  for- 
eign jurisdiction  have  torched  a  responsive  chord  in  the  heart  of 
every  Minnesota  Mason.  We  desire  to  assure  our  brethren  of  Mani- 
toba that  neither  wars  nor  rumors  of  wars  can  break  the  chains  that 
bind  us  in  a  common  brotherhood,  but  that  amid  the  exigencies  and 
changes  of  time  we  are  indissolubly  united  with  them  in  the  grand 
work  of  endeavoring  to  elevate  and  ennoble  mankind  by  the  dissemi- 
nation of  the  divine  principles  of  true  fraternity.  Alike  in  peace  and 
war  we  are  brethren. 

Also  the  following: 
To  the  M.  W.  tlie  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England: 

The  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of 
the  State  of  Minnesota  in  annual  communication  assembled,  and  rep- 
resenting over  15,000  members  of  our  common  fraternity,  extends 
fraternal  greeting  to  the  M.W.  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  England, 
and  the  assurance  of  their  earnest  desire  that  the  spirit  of  unity 
and  fraternity'  which  now  prevails  between  them  and  the  great  na- 
tions of  which  they  are  citizens  may  never  be  severed,  and  the  confi- 
dence that  all  difficulties  of  whatever  nature  arising  between  the  two 
nations  will  be  adjusted  in  such  manner  as  shall  comport  with  the  dig- 
nity and  honor  of  both  nations,  and  be  in  harmony  with  that  spirit  of 
humanity  which  characterizes  the  civilization  of  the  world  today. 

The  request  referred  to  in  the  following  was  ignored  bj^  the 
grand  lodge: 

The  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  asks  for  a  rehearing  in  the 
matter  of  its  new  regulation  on  the  subject  of  Masonic  relief.  The 
proposed  regulation  was  submitted  to  this  grand  lodge  at  the  last  an- 
nual communication,  and  was  rejected  after  reference  to  and  report 
by  the  committee  on  Masonic  jurisprudence.  The  request  for  a  re- 
hearing is  in  the  form  of  a  circular  letter,  supported  by  the  action  of 
the  M.W.  Grand  Lodg"e  of  California.  The  matter  should  be  referred 
to  the  proper  committee.  Nearly  all  the  grand  lodges  which  have 
acted  thereon  have  rejected  the  new  regulation.  It  is  generally  re- 
garded as  in  conflict  with  the  true  principles  of  Masonic  charity. 

The  grand  master  is  justly  severe  in  his  reflections  on  "Masonic 
politicians:" 

This  is  a  subject  about  which  much  has  been  said  by  members  of 
this  grand  lodge  during  the  past  three  or  four  years,  and  about  which 
much  more  can  be  said  and  done  with  profit.  Most  Masons  believe 
that  it  is  unmasonic  to  ask  for  an  office,  or  to  decline  one  when  elected 
to  it.  In  a  Masonic  lodge  is  the  place  where  the  brethren  should  seek 
the  candidate,  and  not  the  candidate,  or  his  supporters,  the  brethren. 
Official  preferment  here  should  be  reserved  for,  and  bestowed  upon 
those  who  show  themselves  best  qualified  and  equipped  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office:  upon  those  who  have  shown  themselves  most 
interested  and  devoted  to  Masonry  and  to  the  welfare  of  the  grand 
lodge,  and  not  upon  those  most  skilled  and  qualified  in  manipulating 
elections.  Electioneering  for  office  in  a  Masonic  body  is  undignified 
and  unmasonic.  It  is  a  menace  to  the  prosperity  of  any  organization 
or  society  like  ours,  and  should  be  scorned  and  "frowned  down"'  by  all 
true  members.  When  we  hear  of  such  a  thing  as  a  caucus  being  held 
in  a  room  adjacent  to  this  one,  it  is  time  for  us  to  pause  and  inquire, 
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AYhence  are  we  drifting?  When,  the  moment  the  grand  lodge  is  at 
refreshment,  or  even  informal!}'  at  rest,  the  work  of  electioneering 
for  office  begins,  and  is  continued  until  order  is  called,  it  is  very  proper 
that  we  call  to  those  thus  engaged  to  begone  with  their  solicitations 
and  suggestions.  It  is  believed  that  the  grand  lodge  may  be  trusted 
to  select  competent  and  worth}'  brothers  tolill  the  several  offices,  and 
that  the  services  of  those  who  appear  much  concerned  that  it  may 
not  do  so  are  wholly  unnecessary.  I  make  this  simple  mention  of  the 
subject  that  the  brethren  may  be  warned  before  it  is  too  late. 

He  received  this  vigorous  second  from  the  grand  lodge: 

Your  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  of  the 
M.W.  grand  master's  address  as  relates  to  ''Masonic  politicians"'  beg 
leave  to  report,  that  the  subject  has  had  most  careful  consideration, 
and  the  sentiment  therein  contained  meets  our  most  cordial  indorse- 
ment. The  contemptible  methods  and  practices  of  the  ordinary  poli- 
tician ought  to  be  forever  banished  from  the  assemblages  and  thoughts 
of  the  Masonic  brotherhood.  None  but  the  true,  tried,  pure,  and 
most  worthy  should  be  made  the  standard  bearers  of  the  craft. 

We  believe  the  words  of  the  M.W.  grand  master  are  like  "apples 
of  gold  in  pictures  of  silver,"  and  ought  to  be  rigidly  adhered  to  by 
Masons  everywhere. 

He  closes  some  excellent  suggestions  relative  to  arranging  for  the 
laying  of  corner  stones  and  other  public  works,  as  follows: 

Brethren  should  not  forget  that  the  first  thing  to  do  in  matters  of 
this  kind  is  to  confer  with  the  person  who  must  determine  whether 
the  corner  stone  should  be  laid  by  the  fraternity.  It  is  the  exclusive 
privilege  of  the  grand  master  to  determine  that  question.  He  has 
entire  supervision  of  the  proceedings,  and  not  a  step  should  be  taken 
until  he  has  been  consulted. 

The  grand  lodge  ordered  the  immediate  preparation  of  an  index 
to  the  constitution,  regulations,  and  its  proceedings  up  to  and  includ- 
ing the  present  session,  for  distribution  to  the  lodges  and  grand  offi- 
cers, and  for  the  further  dissemination  of  practical  knowledge  of 
law  and  usage  ordered  the  purchase  for  the  lodges  of  300  copies  of 
^'Todd's  Digest;"  condemned  as  unmasonic  the  growing  evil  of  giving 
publicity  to  the  transactions  of  Masonic  bodies  and  the  business  of 
the  fraternity  through  the  medium  of  the  public  press;  listened  to  a 
brilliant  and  sketchy  mosaic  from  the  grand  orator,  the  Rev.  Robert 
Forbes;  chartered  three  new  lodges,  and  ordered  rules  for  the  uni- 
form keeping  the  minutes  be  sent  with  each  dispensation  for  a  new 
lodge;  negatived  by  a  vote  of  429  to  49  a  proposition  to  reduce  the 
allowance  to  the  widow  of  Past  Grand  Master  Pierson,  late  grand 
secretary,  from  :5720  to  .5300,  and  surprised  the  grand  chaplain,  the 
Rev.  L.  D.  BOYNTON,  with  the  gift  of  a  beautifully  embroidered  lamb- 
skin apron. 

James  F.  Lawless  was  elected  grand  master:  Thomas  Mont- 
gomery re-elected  grand  secretary,  both  of  St.  Paul. 


MASONIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  165 

The  report  on  correspondence  (88  pp.)  is  ag^ain  the  work  of  Bro. 
Irving  Todd,  who  always  drops  his  buckets  deep  into  the  wells  of 
common  sense  and  never  draws  them  up  empty.  Comparisons  are 
said  to  be  odious,  but  we  believe  we  have  the  consent  of  the  whole 
guild  to  say  that  he  is  the  only  member  who  in  eighty-eight  pages  can 
boil  down  his  notice  of  fifty-five  jurisdictions  and  not  lose  the  distinct- 
ive flavor  that  belongs  to  each. 

Speaking  of  Illinois  for  1895,  he  says: 

A  suggestion  of  the  grand  master  to  modify  their  law  of  per- 
petual jurisdiction^ when  the  rejected  material  has  left  the  state  did 
not  meet  the  approval  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  it  being", 
in  their  opinion,  in  the  nature  of  an  innovation,  therefore  unwise 
and  not  desirable.  As  fully  two-thirds  of  the  grand  lodges  in  this 
country  do  not  recognize  this  interminable  ownership,  it  is  seemingly 
a  question  of  time  when  the  minority  will  have  to  fall  in  line. 

The  results  of  Bro.  Drummond's  inquiries  as  to  present  usage,  so 
far  as  shown  by  some  advance  sheets  of  his  report  for  1896,  indicate 
that  the  grand  lodges  of  the  United  States  are  about  equally  divided 
on  the  question  of  perpetuity,  and  that  "all  grand  lodges,  without  a 
single  ea;cep^io?^,  place  a  rejected  candidate  under  a  disability  for  a 
longer  or  shorter  time  which  only  the  rejecting  lodge  can  remove  during 
THAT  TIME,  when  it  can  be  removed  at  all." 

He  concedes  the  correctness,  on  general  principles,  of  our  criti-- 
cism  of  legislation  which  seemed  to  deny  the  right  of  a  Master  Mason 
to  affiliate  without  regard  to  jurisdictional  lines,  but  says  the  practice 
has  been  to  permit  the  non-affiliate  to  apply  to  the  lodge  of  his  own 
selection,  regardless  of  jurisdiction. 

Of  Bro.  Anthony's  (New  York)  report  he  says: 

Under  Illinois  he  manfully  defends  the  action  of  their  committee 
on  jurisprudence  in  recommending  recognition  of  the  Gran  Dieta  of 
Mexico.  We  neither  concur  in  their  action  nor  discredit  their  mo- 
tives. There  is  one  statement,  however,  to  which  we  demur.  The 
facts  clearly  indicate  that  women  have  not  only  been  made  Master 
Masons  in  Mexico,  but  have  been  elected  and  installed  as  masters  of 
lodges  and  admitted  to  seats  in  the  grand  lodge,  Bro.  Anthony  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Masonic  Veteran  Association  of  Minnesota 
at  the  fourth  annual  reunion  are  published  in  this  volume,  with  its 
complete  analytical  roster,  and  are  of  great  interest  and  value.  We 
cannot  forbear  quoting  from  the  annual  address  of  the  president,  Bro. 
George  R.  Metcalf: 

The  veteran  movement  throughout  the  country  is  continually 
gaining  in  strength.  In  Minnesota,  as  in  other  states,  the  time  is 
surely  approaching  when  to  become  a  member  of  a  veteran  associa- 
tion will  be  regarded  as  the  crowning  honor  of  a  Blue  Lodge  Mason. 
This  opinion  has  been  greatly  strengthened  through  observations 
made  during  a  recent  visit  in  the  East. 


166  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 


On  the  2Tth  of  June,  189."),  I  attended  the  twenty-fifth  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Connecticut  Masonic  Veteran  Association  at  New  Hartford, 
Conn.  At  every  station  and  junction  between  New  Haven  and  the 
I)lace  of  assembly,  the  cars  were  invaded  by  crowds  of  old  men,  dis- 
playing^ the  badge  of  their  association.  The  local  lodge  at  New 
Hartford  was  opened  on  the  third  degree,  and  then  in  grand  proces- 
sion, two  by  two,  these  old  sons  of  Hiram  were  ushered  into  the  lodge, 
''and  moved  'with  the  sun'  around  the  altar  to  the  strains  of  a  march 
played  by  the  organist.  Having  completed  the  triple  circumambula- 
tion,  all  faced  the  east,"'  while  they  were  fraternally  welcomed  by  the 
worshipful  master.  This  formalit}^  accomplished,  the  venerable 
master  of  the  association  assumed  the  chair,  and  the  regular  business 
of  the  body  was  transacted  behind  tiled  doors.  Neyer  in  my  life  have 
I  been  seated  in  a  more  venerable  assemblage.  Of  those  present,  the 
oldest  had  reached  the  age  of  eighty-six,  and  four  others  were  over 
eight}',  nineteen  were  upwards  of  seventj^,  fifty  had  passed  sixty,  and 
of  the  rest  all  had  gone  beyond  the  half-centnry  mark.  Indue  season, 
I  was  called  u])on  to  apologize  for  my  youth,  and  to  confess  I  was  by 
five  years  the  youngest  veteran  present.  In  Masonic  age,  again  I 
stood  at  the  foot  of  the  list,  with  only  a  paltry  twenty-five  years  to 
my  credit,  while  one  of  their  members  had  been  a  Master  Mason  twice 
that  period  and  ten  additional  years.  Just  as  the  veterans  of  Grant 
and  Sherman,  of  Lee  and  Stonewall  Jackson,  travel  across  half  a 
continent  to  grasp  each  other  by  the  hand  and  fight  again  their  bat- 
tles, so  came  these  veterans  of  the  Mystic  Tie  from  the  remotest 
corners  of  old  Connecticut  to  meet  once  more  in  brotherly  concourse 
before  the  span  of  life  was  ended.  With  most  of  them,  perhaps  with 
all,  official  aspiration  and  personal  ambition  were  forever  left  behind. 
They  had  but  one  thought,  and  that  the  exemplification  of  the  power 
of  Masonry  in  molding  men  of  varied  interests  into  a  complete  broth- 
erhood, and  teaching  their  j'ounger  brethren  the  joys  of  perfect 
fraternal  intercourse. 

Two  evenings  later,  at  the  solicitation  and  in  the  company  of 
Ven.  Bro.  Daniel  Sickels,  I  went  to  the  regular  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Brooklyn  Masonic  Veterans.  The  temperature  was  high,  the 
street  lamps  were  dim,  the  rain  was  pouring,  and  the  mud  was  deep. 
Under  these  circumstances,  I  expected  to  find  an  attendance  of  per- 
haps a  score  of  the  faithfnl,  who  are  always  the  supporters  of  a 
Masonic  body.  Imagine  my  surprise  on  being  ushered  into  a  room 
filled  to  overflowing  by  nearly  three  hundred  of  the  liveliest,  jolliest, 
most  enthusiastic  Masons  it  has  ever  been  my  good  fortune  to  meet. 
I  will  not  attempt  to  describe  at  length  the  extremely  interesting 
order  of  exercises.  One  feature,  however,  struck  me  as  particularly 
happy.  Reports  were  called  from  and  made  by  district  committees, 
covering  the  entire  city,  in  regard  to  the  sick,  or  those  in  any  way 
distressed  among  the  large  membership  of  the  association.  But  that 
meeting  as  a  whole  I  shall  never  forget.  It  was  worth  a  trip  of  thir- 
teen hundred  miles  to  be  present.  I  have  attended  no  end  of  Masonic 
gatherings  of  every  kind  and  every  degree,  but  over  that  one  the 
spirit  of  genuine  Masonry  and  brotherhood  was  brooding,  felt  but  un- 
seen, indefinable  but  no  less  real. 

Among  the  papers  presented  was  a  letter  from  GEORGE  W.  Speth, 
secretary  of  Lodge  Quatuor  Coronati  No.  2076,  London,  accompanying 
his  "Masonic  curriculum"  from  the  transactions  of  that  lodge.  We 
wish  we  could  place  the  latter  in  the  hands  of  every  Mason  who  wishes 
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to  become  in  any  sense  a  student  of  Masonry,  but  it  is  too  long  for  our 
sjjace.  We  quote,  however  from  his  letter  a  single  sentence  that  will 
be  of  great  interest  to  many: 

I  will  therefore  only  add  that  a  great  boon  will  shortly  be  within 
the  grasp  of  Masonic  students,  as  Bro.  Gould  has  nearly  completed 
and  is  arranging  for  the  issue  of  a  condensed  edition  of  his  monu- 
mental "History  of  Freemasonry,"  which  will  make  fewer  calls  upon 
the  purse  and  leisure  of  our  brethren  desirous  of  instruction  than 
does  his  great  masterpiece. 

Three  Illinois  names  appear  in  the  roster  of  those  who  have  been 
made  honorary  members  for  eminent  services  to  Masonry,  Past 
Grand  Masters  Dewitt  C.  Cregier  and  John  C.  Smith,  and  Bro.  Ben- 
jamin F.  Chase. 


MISSISSIPPI,  1896. 

78th  Annual.  Jackson.  February  20. 

Twenty-four  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented,  Illinois  by  Past 
Grand  Master  Frederick  Speed. 

The  grand  master  (James  T.  Harrison)  whose  phototype  graces 
the  fly  leaf  of  these  proceedings,  announced  the  death  of  John  M. 
Ware,  past  grand  master;  James  U.  McCormick,  past  district  deputy 
grand  master,  and  Wm.  D.  Ferris,  past  senior  grand  warden,  and  to 
these  the  committee  on  necrology  added  the  names  of  James  T.  Fant 
and  George  Yates  Freeman,  past  deputy  grand  masters,  and  David 
N.  Barrows,  past  senior  grand  deacon.  Eloquent  oral  tributes  were 
paid  to  these  and  to  others  who  had  fallen  during  the  year,  pending 
the  adoption  of  the  formal  report. 

In  speaking  of  his  decisions  the  grand  master  says: 

The  questions  propounded  had  been  passed  upon  by  the  law  com- 
mittee, in  previous  decisions.  I  do  not  deem  it  best  to  consume  your 
valuable  time  by  reciting  them.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  recognizing 
the  purpose  of  its  creation  and  having  an  abiding  confidence  in  the 
knowledge  and  wisdom  of  its  members,  I  have  not  attempted  to  inter- 
fere with  its  functions,  but  have  invariably  submitted  all  new  and 
complex  questions  to  them,  and  have  abided  by  the  results  of  their 
decision — although  in  one  instance  I  differed  with  them  as  to  their 
construction  of  a  statute,  or  resolution,  rather,  in  the  nature  of  a 
statute — involving  a  very  important  principle.  In  fact,  the  magni- 
tude of  the  matter  involved  and  its  far-reaching  consequences  con- 
strained me  to  express  an  opinion.     Had  there  been  less  involved,  I 
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would  have  yielded  without  dissent — for  my  rule  has  always  been  to 
yield  in  all  thing's  where  principle  is  not  involved,  for  fear  of  being' 
contentious — a  thing'  surely  to  be  avoided  by  one  holding'  the  great 
authority  vested  in  a  grand  master.  I  will  cite  this  matter  further 
on  under  its  proper  heading  (The  Liquor  Question),  and  leave  it  to  the 
final  determination  of  the  grand  lodge,  having  thus  satisfied  my  con- 
science in  calling  its  attention  to  it. 

We  thought  we  saw,  years  ago,  the  difficulties  that  might  arise 
from  having  two  sources  of  authoritative  deliverance  upon  points  of 
law  during  the  recess,  and  the  remarks  of  the  grand  master  serve  to 
point  what  we  then  said,  and  to  show  that  this  court  of  appeal  in  per- 
petual session  is  somewhat  of  a  constraint  upon  the  executive  not- 
withstanding the  purpose  of  the  law  committee  to  avoid  giving 
opinions  upon  points  which  require  executive  action. 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  questions  annually  pro- 
pounded to  the  committee  has  confessedly  awakened  their  apprehen- 
sions and  in  presenting  their  annual  report  they  say: 

While  it  is  gratifying  to  the  pride  of  the  brethren  who  compose 
the  committee  to  know  that  their  opinions  are  accepted  almost  if  not 
quite  without  questioning  their  correctness,  there  is  danger  lest  the 
committee  should  in  time  develop  into  a  tribunal  which  would  stand 
between  the  lodges  and  the  grand  lodge,  an  evil  which  we  would  re- 
gard as  far  greater  than  any  temporary  confusion  which  could  possi- 
bly arise  from  breaches  of  law  growing  out  of  mere  ignorance,  either 
on  the  part  of  the  lodges  or  individual  Masons.  It  seems  to  be  a  need- 
ful precaution  that  from  time  to  time  the  brethren  should  be  reminded 
of  the  true  functions  of  the  committee,  lest  "use  should  breed  the 
habit,"  and  it  should  in  course  of  time  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  per- 
manent body,  possessing  some  real  powers. 

For  many  years  there  was  no  such  committee,  and  for  many  more 
its  functions  were  confined  to  reporting  upon  such  questions  as  were 
by  vote  of  the  grand  lodge  referred  to  it.  Gradually  the  lodges  be- 
gan to  ask  information  from  it,  during  the  recess  of  the  grand  lodge, 
and  afterwards  any  Mason  who  sought  light  upon  any  question  of  law 
or  usage  felt  privileged  to  propound  interrogatories,  and  finally  the 
grand  master  ceased  making  decisions  upon  anj-  questions  but  those 
which  involved  executive  action  and  referred  all  others  to  the  com- 
mittee. We  believe  that  this  is  a  feature  peculiar  to  this  grand  lodge, 
and  that  in  no  other  does  the  practice  prevail.  Undoubtedh^  the  cus- 
tom, for  it  is  mere  custom  having  no  foundation  in  the  laws  of  the 
grand  lodge,  has  resulted  in  giving  great  stability  to  our  jurispru- 
dence, and  in  this  respect  it  has  proved  eminently  useful.  So  long  as 
its  opinions  are  regarded  as  merely  advisory,  perhaps  no  great  harm 
can  result  from  the  practice  of  permitting  every  Mason  who  choses, 
to  invoke  the  views  of  the  committee,  unless  it  be  to  the  individuals 
who  are  burdened  with  the  deluge  of  correspondence  which  it  in- 
volves.. But  as  we  have  said,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  system 
may  develop  into  something  more  than  a  purely  advisory  body,  whose 
opinions  are  worth  no  more  than  those  of  any  similar  number  of  intel- 
ligent Masons,  who  would  devote  the  same  labor  to  the  investigation 
of  the  questions  arising. 
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Turning'  to  "The  Liquor  Question"'  in  the  grand  master's  address 
we  find  the  following: 

Summit  Lodge  No.  2.31  reported  through  several  of  its  members 
that  the  W.M.  had  left  the  state  and  was  engaged  in  the  ivholesale 
liquor  business  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  asked  for  instructions  how  to 
proceed  in  the  premises.  Referred  the  question  to  committee  on  law, 
as  I  thought  the  matter  properly  belonged  to  them  and  I  wished  to 
avoid  any  conflict  of  jurisdiction.  Again,  I  was  mindful  of  the  fact 
that  said  committee  recommended  the  rule  to  the  grand  lodge  at  its 
last  meeting.  I  thought  it  best  that  thej'  put  their  interpretation  on 
it  for  the  future  guidance  of  the  craft. 

Said  rule  being  adopted  as  recommended,  without  amendment, 
reads  as  follows: 

"No  Mason,  either  as  principal,,  agent,  employee,  or  in  anj'  other 
capacity,  shall  sell  intoxicating  liquors  to  be  used  as  a  beverage,  and 
the  penalty  therefor  shall  be  expulsion."  The  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee interpreted  this  to  mean  that  the  words  "to  be  used  as  a  bev- 
erage" permitted  wholesale  dealing.  Bro.  Paxton  dissented  and  I  am 
bound  to  believe  that  his  is  the  proper  construction.  I  remember 
when  the  resolution  was  offered  in  the  grand  lodge  and  this  point  was 
not  discussed.  In  fact  it  was  adopted  without  debate.  My  firm  con- 
viction is  that  it  would  never  have  passed  had  it  been  thought  that  it 
was  intended  or  even  liable  to  have  such  construction.  Why  convict 
for  a  less  offence  and  let  the  greater  evil  go  unpunished?  I  sugg-est 
that  the  grand  lodge  pass  upon  and  settle  this  vexed  question. 

The  report  of  a  special  committee  that  the  rule  cited  by  the 
grand  master  was  intended  to  exclude  and  does  exclude  all  persons 
engaged  in  selling  liquor,  either  by  wholesale  or  retail,  was  adopted. 

Among  the  dispensations  granted  were  two  authorizing  the  re- 
taking of  the  ballot  on  rejected  candidates,  on  the  unanimous  request 
of  the  lodges,  in  one  of  which  cases  there  having  been  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  the  person,  the  candidate  being  mistaken  for  another  person 
of  the  same  surname. 

In  the  introduction  of  the  law  and  jurisprudence  committee  to 
their  annual  report,  from  which  we  have  already  quoted,  the  commit- 
tee recognize  the  danger  to  Masonry  fromitsenvironment  which  Bro. 
Drummond  so  forcibly  set  forth  in  his  oration  and  say: 

Already  there  is  being  advocated  in  certain  Masonic  journals  of 
wide  circulation  and  influence,  that  there  should  be  a  per  capita  rep- 
resentation in  grand  lodge,  proportioned  to  the  number  of  members 
in  each  lodge,  and  it  is  proposed  to  deprive  past  masters  and  j^ast 
grand  officers  of  a  vote  in  the  grand  lodge,  and  there  is  no  telling  where 
the  work  of  innovating  and  improving  Masonry  is  to  end.  A  "supreme 
tribunal"  has  been  created  by  one  of  the  largest  and  most  flourishing 
of  the  modern  societies,  and  the  suggestion  may  quickly  follow  that 
we  too  should  have  our  supreme  court  of  last  resort.  Tbe  nucleus  of 
the  idea  is  all  that  is  necessary  for  some  enterprising  brother  to  grasp, 
and  the  assault  upon  the  "old  and  obsolete"  ways  of  Masonry  will  be 
begun.     Is  there  not  then  a  danger  more  real  than  imaginary,  that 
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some  day  not  far  distant,  the  law  and  jurisprudence  committee  may 
develop  into  the  Masonic  hiy^h  court  of  errors  and  appeals?  Once  the 
spirit  of  innovation  enters  into  our  ranks  there  is  no  predicting'  where 
it  will  end  its  work  of  demolition.  It  will  be  useless  to  argue  against 
it,  that  there  is  no  reason  for  the  abandonment  of  the  principle  in  Ma- 
sonry that  every  Mason  has  an  inalienable  right  to  carry  any  cause  of 
grievance  against  his  lodge  by  appeal  to  the  general  assembh",  and 
that  the  lodge  is  bound  to  patiently  submit  to  its  awards,  and  that 
this  duty  of  deciding  appeals  cannot  be  delegated  by  the  grand  lodg'e, 
though  for  convenience  it  may  cause  the  question  at  issue  to  be  ex- 
amined and  reported  upon,  that  it  may  not  have  too  much  of  its  time 
consumed  in  its  examination,  still  at  last  it  must  be  the  sole  judge  in 
such  a  case. 

And  again: 

To  adopt  the  words  of  the  greatest  living  Masonic  jurisprudent, 
"While  in  other  relations  one  may  lawfully  do  what  is  not  prohibited, 
to  the  Mason  whatever  does  not  find  a  warrant  in  the  landmarks,  laws, 
or  usages  is  absolutely  forbidden."  We  desire  to  impress  the  funda- 
mental truth  upon  the  minds  of  every  member  of  this  grand  lodge, 
that  the  real  and  only  true  arbiter  of  Masonic  rights  is  the  lodge,  to 
whose  awards  we  have  promised  obedience  and  that  the  tendenc}-  to 
look  beyond  it  for  something  on  which  to  rest  an  appeal  from  it  judg- 
ment, is  to  be  reprobated,  being  unwarranted  by  anything  to  be  found 
in  primitive  Freemasonry,  and  therefore  forbidden.  In  this  respect 
the  grand  lodge  itself  should  set  the  example  by  refraining  from  un- 
necessary interference  with  the  prerogatives  of  the  lodges,  by  adopt- 
ing needless  restrictive  laws  and  by  encouraging  the  brethren  to 
trust  to  each  other,  rather  than  to  look  for  the  adjustment  of  indi- 
vidual rights  to  a  body  which  of  necessity  must  administer  the  law 
with  the  iron  hand  of  impartial  and  implacable  justice,  untempered 
by  the  mercy  begotten  of  the  warm,  sympathetic  friendship  which 
ought  to  cement  the  brotherhood  of  each  lodge  into  a  community  of 
kindred  spirits. 

The  following  question  is  answered  by  the  committee  in  accord 
with  Illinois  law: 

Question  No.  6. — Can  an  Entered  Apprentice  who  has  had  his  left 
arm  amputated  since  initiation,  be  advanced? 

Answer. — Yes. 

The  following  question  has  never  been  adjudicated  in  Illinois,  but 
the  answer  accords  with  our  individual  views: 

Question  No.  36.— The  senior  warden  of  a  lodge  for  disturbing  its 
harmony  on  a  previous  occasion,  and  again  at  another  communica- 
tion, in  the  presence  of  visiting  brethren,  and  for  abruptly  leaving 
his  station  and  quitting  the  lodge,  was  excluded  by  order  of  the  Mas- 
ter, for  three  months.     Was  such  an  order  legal? 

Answer. — The  master  may  exclude  for  that  communication  an  un- 
ruly member,  but  we  know  of  no  law  or  usage  which  gives  him  the 
authority  to  extend  his  order  for  more  than  that  communication.  If 
the  offense  is  repeated  at  a  subsequent  communication,  the  order  can 
be  repeated  as  to  that  time,  and  so  on  as  often  as  the  offence  is  re- 
peated, but  the  proper  thing  to  do  is  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  com- 
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mittee  on  complaints  and  offences  and  for  it  to  prefer  charges,  a 
warden  being"  subject  to  charges  as  other  members  are. 

We  are  glad  to  learn  from  the  following  that  there  may  be  cir- 
cumstances under  which  a  non-contributing  non-affiliate  may  enjoy  in 
death  one  right  belonging  to  the  same  category  as  those  of  which  he 
is  unjustly  deprived  in  life: 

Question  No.  39. — Can  a  brother  who  is  a  non-contributing  non- 
affiliate,  confined  for  many  years  in  the  insane  asylum,  upon  his  death 
be  buried  with  Masonic  honors? 

Answer. — Yes;  an  insane  brother  owes  no  dues,  and  therefore  does 
not  come  under  the  restriction  which  denies  funeral  honors  to  non- 
contributing  non-affiliates. 

The  grand  lodge  divided  on  the  foJ.lowing  after  an  earnest  discus- 
sion, sustaining  the  committee  by  a  vote  563  to  247: 

Question  No.  50.— Under  our  laws,  can  a  Mason  sign  a  liquor  peti- 
tion or  vote  for  whisky? 

Answer. — There  is  no  law  of  the  grand  lodge  on  this  subject,  and 
it  is  left  for  each  individual  Mason  to  decide  for  himself  whether  it  is 
good  morals  and  citizenship  to  sign  such  a  petition  or  vote  for  whisky, 
at  a  local  option  election. 

The  committee  argued  at  considerable  length  the  question  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  grand  master  to  make  Masons  at  sight,  referred  to 
them  last  year,  and  won  a  unanimous  vote  for  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  grand  lodge  that  the  preroga- 
tive of  making  a  Mason  at  sight  does  not  exist  by  virtue  of  any  land- 
mark or  ancient  regulation,  and  is  not  conferred  by  the  constitution 
or  laws  of  this  grand  lodge. 

The  following  was  also  approved: 

Question  No.  1. — Bro.  A  was  appointed  by  a  lodge  as  a  member  of  a 
board  of  trustees,  created  under  a  charter  authorizing  said  board  of 
trustees  to  erect  a  Masonic  temple,  etc.  In  the  capacity  of  treasurer 
of  the  board,  Bro.  A  comes  in  possession  of  valuable  property  claimed 
by  the  other  members  of  the  board  of  trustees  as  the  property  of  the 
lodge.  In  the  controversy  between  Bro.  A  and  his  fellow-members 
on  the  board  over  the  rightful  ownership  of  the  property  in  question, 
is  it  proper  for  a  brother  who  is  an  attorney  to  accept  a  fee,  at  the 
hands  of  either  party  to  the  contention,  so  long  as  the  matter  is  pend- 
ing before  the  lodge? 

Answer. — We  do  not  think  any  member  of  the  lodge  can  accept 
employment  to  act  against  his  lodge. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  one  charter  and  continued  one  lodge  un- 
der dispensation;  recognized  the  grand  lodges  of  Oklahoma  and  Vic- 
toria; departed  from  the  general  principle  governing  territorial 
jurisdiction  by  providing  that  where  there  is  only  one  lodge  estab- 
lished in  a  county,  its  jurisdiction  over  that  part  of  the  county  nearer 
to  a  lodge  in  another  county  shall  be  concurrent  with  such  lodge;  recog- 
nized the  absolute  right  of  dimission  and  defined  a  dimit  as  simply  a 
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dismissal  from  membership,  and  no  further  a  certificate  of  character 
than  that  there  are  no  charges  against  the  applicant  or  indebtedness 
undischarged;  adopted  resolutions  of  sympathy  with  the  family  of 
Past  Grand  Master  John  Riley,  who  was  reported  by  his  physician 
as  lying  at  the  point  of  death,  and,  on  motion  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Paxton,  engaged  in  prayer  for  his  recovery,  led  by  Past  Grand  Mas- 
ter Barkley;  increased  the  per  capita  tax  for  the  Masonic  Widows' 
and  Orphans'  Home  from  twenty  to  thirty  cents;  appropriated  S.500 
to  the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan  Asylum  and  sent  the  question  of 
assuming  the  ownership  of  the  asylum  to  a  special  committee  to  re- 
port next  year:  approved  Past  Grand  Master  Speed's  plan  to  publish 
his  digest — then  ready  for  the  press — by  installments  in  his  paper,  the 
Vicksburg  JSfews,  and  distribute  it  in  that  form  tp  the  lodges;  voted  to 
meet  next  year  at  Biloxi;  reaffirmed  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  juris- 
diction over  rejected  material  and  unfinished  work;  recognized  the 
right  of  a  lodge  to  request  another  to  act  as  its  proxy  in  conferring 
degrees,  but  assumed  that  special  authorization  was  necessary  to  en- 
able a  lodge  to  waive  jurisdiction  over  two  of  its  Entered  Apprentices 
who  had  removed  to  Texas,  upon  what  ground  it  did  not  explain,  nor 
can  we  imagine. 

The  retiring  and  incoming  grand  masters  were  both  compelled  to 
excuse  themselves  from  the  grand  lodge  during  a  portion  of  its  ses- 
sions on  account  of  imperative  legislative  duties,  but  the  grand  sec- 
retary, who  is  also  secretary  of  state,  stuck  to  his  duties  until  the 
closing.  ^ 

James  F.  McCool,,  of  Kosciusko,  was  elected  grand  master;  John 
Logan  Power,  Jackson,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (100  pp.)  is  as  usual  by  Past  Grand' 
Master  Andrew  H.  Barkley,  who  this  j'ear  indulges  himself  in  an 
interesting  extended  introduction  on  the  objects  and  ends  of  Freema- 
sonry. Bro.  Barkley  includes  Illinois  for  1895  in  his  review,  quoting 
from  the  grand  master's  address  and  all  the  speeches  incident  to  the 
installation  of  Vice  President  Stevenson  as  grand  orator,  and  levy- 
ing extended  contribution  on  the  address  of  Grand  Orato.r  Black 
which  he  admiringly  denominates  "a  splendid  deal  in  Possible  Futures.'' 

The  report  on  correspondence  also  receives  appreciative  and  ap- 
preciated notice.  Mindful  of  our  own  shortcomings  in  proofreading 
we  forgive  him  for  not  discovering  that  his  printer  had  swelled  the 
dimensions  of  the  report  from  310  to  370  pages. 
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MISSOURI,   1895. 

75th  Annual.  .Jefferson  City.  October  15. 

The  representative  of  Illinois,  Past  Senior  Grand  Warden  Mar- 
tin Collins,  was  not  among  the  eifjht  ambassadors  present. 

The  brief  but  comprehensive  address  of  the  grand  master  (J.  B. 
Thomas)  is  direct  in  style  and  clear  in  statement. 

He  had  refused  various  applications  for  dispensations  to  enable 
lodges  to  appear  in  jjublic  on  other  than  Masonic  occasions. 

He  reports  the  following  case: 

In  May,  1895,  complaint  was  made  to  me  that  Kansas  City  Lodge 
No.  220,  had  invaded  the  territory  of  Westport  Lodge  No.  340,  and 
conferred  the  degrees  on  two  candidates  residing  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  AVestport  lodge,  and  said  Westport  lodge  demanded  the  fees. 
There  was  no  complaint,  however,  that  the  invasion  was  intentional. 
The  whole  trouble  is  simply  this:  Kansas  City  Lodge  No.  220,  charges 
$^50  for  the  degrees,  and  Westport  charges  $30.  The  question  sub- 
mitted to  me  was:  Should  Westport  Lodge  No.  .340  receive  $30  each 
or  $50  each — the  latter  amount  charged  by  Kansas  City  Lodge  No. 
220  for  the  degrees"?  I  ordered  Kansas  City  Lodge  No.  220  to  pay  over 
$30  for  each  candidate,  as  that  was  all  Westport  lodge  could  have  re- 
ceived of  the  candidates  had  said  lodge  received  their  petitions 
originally,  and  also  ordered  Kansas  City  lodge  to  pay  $5  for  each  can- 
didate to  the  board  of  relief:  to  which  ruling  Westport  lodge  objects, 
claiming  S50  for  each  candidate. 

His  ruling  was  approved.  He  asked  a  re-hearing  of  the  case  of 
alleged  invasion  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Checotah  Lodge  No.  74,  Indian 
Territory,  by  a  Missouri  lodge,  noted  in  our  review  of  Missouri  last 
year,  and  also  in  this  report  under  the  head  of  Indian  Territory.  Last 
year  the  grand  lodge  sustained  the  view  of  Grand  Master  Keene, 
against  the  report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  that  the  mate- 
rial in  question  belonged  to  the  Missouri  lodge.  In  submitting  new 
evidence  in  the  case  the  grand  master  reported  that  he  had  ordered 
the  Missouri  lodge  not  to  confer  the  third  degree  on  the  candidate 
and  said  that  he  felt  that  if  he  was  not  Indian  Territory  material 
they  had  none.  The  jurisprudence  committee  agreed  with  him,  and 
while  properly  holding  that  he  was  a  regular  Mason  because  made 
under  the  authority  of  a  regular  grand  lodge,  said  the  fees  ought  to 
be  paid  to  Checotah  lodge,  which  had  jurisdiction  over  him  as  to  con- 
ferring the  third  degree.  The  concurrence  of  the  grand  lodge  left 
nothing  to  be  desired. 
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The  grand  master  submitted  the  following  decisions: 

Brother  H.  C.  Lesher,  worshipful  master  of  Summit  Lodge  No. 
263,  writes:  "What  is  termed  jurisdiction  of  territory;  is  it  by  airline 
or  by  the  nearest  traveled  wagon  road?"' 

Decision. —It  is  air  line,  and  not  by  nearest  traveled  road. 

A  brother  dimitted  from  a  lodge  in  St.  Louis  and  removed  to  New 
Jersey,  where  he  now  resides.  He  now  desires  to  affiliate  with  the  St. 
Louis  lodge.  Can  the  St.  Louis  lodge  receive  and  act  upon  his  peti- 
tion? 

Decision. — He  is  not  eligible;  he  must  be  a  resident  of  this  state 
to  petition  for  membership. 

The  following  was  submitted:  "When  the  charters  of  the  old 
lodges  of  Clinton  were  arrested  we  had  a  brother  holding  a  dimit,  who 
has  remained  non-affiliated  ever  since,  and  is,  therefore,  a  non-affiliate 
under  section  20-1  of  the  constitution.  We  have  certain  brethren  who 
have  attempted  to  go  over  the  lectures  with  him,  and  to  have  him  lec- 
ture candidates.  I  hold  under  section  205  the}^  should  not  do  so.  Will 
you,  therefore,  please  give  me  your,  and  the  true  construction  of  the 
section?" 

Decision. — Non-affiliate  Masons,  becoming  so  under  section  204,  bj' 
dimitting,  or  under  section  206.  by  the  lodge  becoming  extinct,  have 
no  Masonic  privileges  whatever,  except  the  right  to  petition  for 
membership;  the  law  prohibits  them  from  visiting  any  lodge  after  one 
year.  Then  wh}^  should  the  worliings  of  the  lodge,  or  the  secrets  of 
the  degrees,  be  communicated  to  them,  as  they  cannot  visit  a  lodge  or 
receive  a  Masonic  burial? 

Statement. — "Brother  A.  B.  dimitted  from  his  lodge  about  eight 
years  ago.  He  immediately  applied  to  another  lodge  for  affiliation 
and  was  rejected.  Since  that  time  he  has  put  in  his  petitions  annu- 
ally, not  allowing  twelve  months  to  elapse  between  his  petitions.  He 
has  been  rejected  on  every  application.  What  is  his  status?  Is  he  in 
good  standing  or  not?  Does  he  come  under  the  prohibition  of  section 
205,  or  can  he  be  allowed  to  visit  a  lodge,  appear  in  a  Masonic  proces- 
sion, be  entitled  to  Masonic  relief,  or  have  Masonic  burial. 

Decision. — He  is  not  in  good  Masonic  standing,  according  to  sec- 
tion 174,  which  recognizes  a  brother  holding  a  dimit  as  in  good  stand- 
ing for  one  year,  and  no  longer.  Again,  section  205:  No  non-affiliating 
Mason,  who  has  continued  as  such  for  twelve  months,  shall  be  allowed 
to  visit  any  lodge,  etc.  He  is  not  in  good  Masonic  standing,  and  can 
not  visit  a  lodge,  appear  in  a  Masonic  procession,  or  receive  Masonic 
burial. 

A  brother  asks:  "Will  I  be  sustained  if  I  refuse  to  obligate  a  can- 
didate who  refuses  to  swear,  but  persists  in  affirming."' 

Decision. — Let  him  affirm.  An  affirmation  is  as  binding  as  an 
oath;  all  civilized  countries  that  I  know  of  recognize  an  affirmation  in 
all  courts.  And  an  individual  would  be  guilty  of  perjury  at  common 
law  for  falsely  testifying  when  affirming  the  same  as  if  he  had  sworn. 
The 'London  Freemason's  Quarterly  (1828,'p.  286)  says  that  "A  Quaker's 
affirmation  is  binding."'  Brother  Chase  (}*lasonic  Digest,  p.  448)  says 
that  "Conferring  the  degrees  on  affirmation  is  no  violation  of  the 
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spirit  of  Freemasonry,  and  neither  overthrows  or  affects  a  landmark." 
And  in  this  he  is  sustained  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Maine. 

These  were  all  approved.  The  first  is  of  course  correct,  and  of 
the  correctness  of  the  last  we  are  more  than  willing  to  be  convinced 
but  cannot  confess  that  we  are  so;  but  if  we  have  ever  seen  three  de- 
cisions successively  recorded  that  went  from  bad  to  worse  like  the 
three  which  lie  between  those  two,  we  do  not  now  recall  them. 

The  first  calls  chiefly  for  surprise;  surprise  that,  assuming  its  cor- 
rectness, the  grand  lodge  has  not  issued  its  ukase  requiring  all  Mis- 
souri affiliates  sojourning  abroad  to  either  come  home  or  dimit,  and 
all  affiliates  from  other  states  sojourning  in  Missouri  to  either  get 
naturalized,  or  get  out. 

In  the  next  the  accidental  loss  of  a  portion  of  a  brother's  rights 
through  the  demise  of  his  lodge  and  the  existence  of  a  statute  inde- 
fensible on  other  grounds  than  the  sufficient  one  that  it  does  not  dis- 
criminate between  those  who  become  non-affiliated  from  choice  and 
those  who  are  such  from  causes  beyond  their  control,  is  made  the 
excuse  of  depriving  him  of  what  little  remains. 

In  the  last  of  the  three  cases,  where  for  eight  years  a  brother  has 
made  persistent  attempts  to  affiliate,  never  letting  a  year  pass  with- 
out renewing  his  oft  rejected  petition,  he  is  declared  not  in  good 
Masonic  standing  and  cannot  visit  a  lodge,  appear  in  a  Masonic  pro- 
cession, or  receive  Masonic  burial  if  he  dies. 

There  are  cases  where  if  justice  cannot  be  had  under  the  statutes 
the  grand  master  ought  to  make  law  for  the  time  being,  and  these 
cases  belong  to  that  category.  The  jurisprudence  committee  make 
no  comment  on  them,  but  simply  recommend  the  approval  of  the 
decisions  as  being  in  harmony  with  the  law.  It  should,  however,  be 
set  down  to  the  credit  of  the  chairman,  Past  Grand  Master  Dockery, 
that  before  the  close  of  the  session  he  secured  the  adoption  of  an 
amendment  designed  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  cases  like  the  last. 
The  amended  regulation  is  as  follows: 

Should  a  non-affiliated  Master  Mason,  who  is  in  J^ood  standing,  ap- 
ply for  membership  in  the  lodge  and  be  rejected,  his  good  standing 
shall  continue  for  twelve  months  after  such  rejection. 

The  grand  ipaster's  action  was  approved  in  the  case  of  a  brother 
whose  .application  for  charity  was  sent  to  the  proper  committee  a^ 
the  last  session,  but  was  lost  and  the  case  overlooked.  Finding  that 
the  committee  had  been  regularly  making  an  appropriation  of  SlOO 
each  year  for  his  benefit,  the  grand  master  ordered  the  grand  secre- 
tary to  issue  a  warrant  for  that  amount  towards  his  support. 

The  grand  master  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master 
James  P.  Wood,  and  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  Flavius  A.  Af- 
fleck. 
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At  the  night  session  of  the  first  day  a  memorial  service  was  held 
at  which  Bro.  GEORGE  B.  Mayhall,  chairman  of  a  special  committee, 
presented  an  eloquent  and  appreciative  memorial  of  the  deceased 
past  grand  master,  from  which  we  quote: 

He  entered  the  grand  lodge  as  junior  warden  in  1879,  and  at  the 
sessions  of  1881  and  1882,  while  serving  his  lodge  as  master  he  appeared 
in  his  representative  capacity  on  the  floor  of  the  grand  lodge.  He  was 
at  once  recognized  as  one  worthy  of  consideration,  and  it  was  soon  ac- 
corded him.  He  was  successively  advanced  from  grand  senior  deacon 
in  1884,  until  in  October,  1888,  he  was  elected  and  installed  grand 
master  of  Masons,  an  honor  he  esteemed  as  the  greatest  ever  con- 
ferred upon  him.  His  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  g'rand  lodge 
was  one  of  the  most  successful  in  its  history.  He  served  the  craft 
with  fervency  and  zeal.  VeriW  he  was  knight  from  spur  to  plume. 
Another  "pillar  of  beauty"  has  fallen.  In  all  the  various  relations  of 
life  Brother  Wood  was  true  to  every  trust  and  recreant  to  no  dut}'. 
As  a  friend  no  man  ever  had  a  better.  As  a  husband,  in  the  sacred 
circle  of  home  to  wife,  as  father  to  child,  he  was  loving,  tender  and 
true.  No  hearthstone  ever  felt  the  presence  of  a  kindlier  man.  As  a 
jurist  he  was  erudite,  scholarh%  and  successful  in  an  eminent  degree. 
He  was  among  the  ablest  attorne^-s  in  the  state.  As  a  Christian  his 
church  was  his  beloved  mission  field.  Here  he  was  almost  idolized.  His 
high  sense  of  honor,  strict  integrity  of  character,  and  devotedness  of 
service  made  him  a  Saul  among  his  brethren.  If  from  the  shadows  of 
the  beyond  he  could  today  utter  his  ideal  of  candor  it  would  be 

"Speak  of  me  as  I  am.    Nothing  extenuate, 
Nor  set  down  ought  in  malice." 

Brief  verbal  tributes  were  paid  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of  the 
deceased  by  Past  Grand  Masters  Vincil,  Brace,  Givan,  Dockery, 
and  Anderson,  and  Grand  Chaplain  Briggs,  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  Fisher,  and  Wm.  J.  Stone. 

We  find  also  a  memorial  of  Frederick  Louis  Billon,  past 
deputy  grand  master,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia  in  1801  and  died 
just  after  the  grand  lodge  closed.  Of  his  Masonsic  histdrj'  Bro. 
Vincil  says:  , 

From  the  records  of  old  Missouri  Lodge  No.  1,  I  find  that  Brother 
Billon  was  made  a  Mason  August  28,  1823.  He  remained  a  member  of 
his  mother  lodge  until  called  from  labor,  having  been  connected  there- 
with for  seventy-two  years.  Early  in  his  Masonic  life  he  entered  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri,  and  in  the  year  1829,  was  elected  deputy 
grand  master,  serving  one  term.  In  1S4-1  he  was  again  elected  to  that 
position.  He  served  one  term  as  grand  treasurer,  having  been  elected 
in  1843.  His  elections  to  the  office  of  grand  secretary',  which  he  filled 
for  three  years,  took  place  in  1830.  It  is  thus  seen  that  he  became 
identified  with  the  early  history  of  Freemasonry  in  the  West,  and  with 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri. 

The  grand  master  reported  the  following: 

On  July  23,  1895,  the  worshipful  master  of  White  Hall  Lodge  No. 
301,  at  Barnard,  informed  me  that  Brother  Samuel  Hay  worth,  acting 
worshipful  master,  conferred  the  first  degree  on  one  J.  E.  McFarlane 
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after  objections  to  his  initiation  had  been  duly  made  in  open  lodg'e.  I 
immediatel}'  suspended  Brother  Hayworth  from  office  and  cited  him  to 
appear  at  this  session  of  the  grand  lodge  to  answer  charges. 

The  matter  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  who  show  such 
skill  and  agilitj:-  in  approving  the  grand  master's  course,  and  yet  get" 
ting  the  case  back  again  before  the  tribunal  where  the  proceedings 
ought,  in  their  judgment,  to  have  been  initiated,  as  to  compel  admira- 
tion.    They  say: 

1.  In  the  matter  of  the  suspension  of  Samuel  Hayworth,  senior 
warden  of  White  Hall  Lodge  No.  301,  A.F.  and  A.M.,  of  Barnard,  Mo., 
for  official  misconduct  while  acting  master  of  the  lodge  your  com- 
mittee recommend  approval  of  the  action  of  the  grand  master,  while 
not  endorsing  the  course  pursued  as  a  precedent  for  subsequent  cases 
of  similar  character. 

We  hold  the  opinion  that  under  no  circumstances  can  the  wardens 
of  a  lodge  be  entitled  to  exemption  from  charges  provided  in  Sec.  230 
of  grand  lodge  by-laws,  because  that  specifically  pertains  to  the  mas- 
ter alone,  and  for  the  good  and  sufficient  reason  that  he  is  supreme  in 
the  body  over  which  he  is  duly  elected  to  preside.  On  the  other  hand, 
his  very  supremacy  enables  him  to  act  in  the  trial  of  the  wardens  or 
members  for  any  misconduct. 

We  sustain  the  grand  master,  because  he,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
prerogative,  was  practically  master  of  that  lodge,  but  we  hold  that 
the  lodge  and  not  the  grand  lodge  should  initiate  the  trial  for  the 
offence. 

The  supremacy  of  the  right  of  objection  must  be  maintained,  as 
outlined  in  Sec.  163  of  the  grand  lodge  by-laws. 

The  status  of  the  petitioner  who  received  the  E.A.  degree  is  that 
of  a  profane,  and  in  one  year  from  the  record  date  of  objection  may 
again  petition. 

We,  therefore,  recommend  re-instatement  of  the  warden,  if  his 
term  has  not  expired  and  that  the  case  be  dismissed  from  the  grand 
lodge,  leaving  the  lodge  to  act  as  its  judgment  may  determine. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record  to  show  that  the  statement  of  the 
report  that  the  status  of  the  petitioner  who  received  the  degree  in 
the  face  of  the  objections  is  that  of  a  profane  is  true,  nor  is  there 
anything  in  the  statement  of  the  case  by  the  grand  master  to  indi- 
cate that,  the  lodge  was  not  lawfullj'  at  labor  when  the  degree  was 
conferred. 

Does  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  admit  that  the.  acts  of  its 
lodges  when  lawfully  at  labor  are,  as  our  New  Jersey  brethren  some- 
times put  it,  "without  Masonic  virtue,  hence  null,  void,  and  of  no 
eft'ecf?"'  If  the  lodge  was  lawfully  at  labor,  then  no  matter  what 
were  the  irregularities  in  his  making,  we  hold  the  status  of  the  party 
made  to  be  that  of  an  Entered  Apprentice  Mason.  The  grand  lodge 
has  the  power  to  deprive  him  of  all  the  rights  that  pertain  to  that 
status,  but  it  cannot  change  or  rub  out  the  fact  that  he  is  a  Mason. 
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The  same  committee  further  report: 

2.  In  the  matter  of  the  suspension  of  P.  M.  Smith,  worshipful 
master  of  Adair  Lodgfe  No.  3()(>,  on  complaint  of  Brother  S.  A.  Foulk, 
a  member  of  said  lodge,  for  disg^raceful  conduct  pertaining  to  both, 
we  recommend  a  final  dismissal  from  both  lodge  and  grand  lodge. 

The  committee  give,  from  the  evidence  before  the  commission,  a 
graphic  but  somewhat  flippant  description  of  a  disgraceful  fracas  be- 
tween the  brethren,  at  the  house  of  Bro.  Smith,  growing  out  of  a 
political  discussion,  and  close  by  saying. 

We  believe  both  parties  equallj^  culpable,  that  Brother  Smith  has 
received  merited  punishment,  sufficient  to  atone  for  his  share  in  the 
fracas,  and  that  Brother  S.  A.  Foulk  is  in  great  luck  that  the  lodge 
by  its  membership  endorsement  asks  a  dismissal  at  the  will  of  this 
grand  lodge. 

The  attitude  of  the  committee  and  the  grand  lodge  in  this  matter 
reminds  us  of  that  assumed  by  the  city  marshal  of  our  city  some 
years  ago;  a  big,  good  natured  Dutchman  who,  in  his  capacity  as 
health  officer,  Avas  sent  out  to  investigate  a  complaint  received  by  the 
board  of  health  that  a  certain  outhouse  constituted  a  nuisance.  On 
disclosing  his  mission  to  the  owner  of  the  building,  the  latter  said  he 
knew  where  the  complaint  came  from;  it  was  from  his  neighbor,  who 
was  maintaining  just  as  much  of  a  nuisance— his  ill-smelling  pig-sty. 
The  marshal  smelled  around  the  premises  of  both  and  summed  up 
the  result  with  the  announcement:  "Veil,  veil;  I  declares  him  a 
schtond  o/f".'' 

The  Masonic  Home  is  reported  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Two 
frame  houses  have  been  presented  to  the  home,  one  of  ten  rooms  by 
Bro.  Norman  J.  Colman,  the  other  of  three  rooms  by  Bro.  Thomas 
Wright.  These  were  moved  on  the  home  grounds  and  relieved  the 
former  crowded  condition.  The  number  of  inmates  at  the  date  of  the 
report  was  ninety-one. 

In  a  case  before  the  committee  on  appeals  and  grievances,  three 
grounds  were  stated  of  appeal  from  the  judgment  of  acquittal  by  the 
lodge,  two  of  which  (the  other  is  immaterial)  were  first  that  the  mas- 
ter ruled  that  the  specification  that  the  brother  had  been  convicted 
of  felony  and  sentenced  to  four  years  in  the  penitentiary  on.the  state 
of  facts  on  which  the  charge  was  based,  did  not  constitute  a  Masonic 
offence;  and  second,  that  the  verdict  was  against  the  preponderance 
of  the  evidence.    Of  the  first  of  these  grounds  the  committee  say: 

We  think  the  ruling  of  the  master  on  the  first  specification  was 
correct.  To  be  charged,  and  even  convicted  of  a  crime,  do  not,  of 
themselves,  constitute  a  Masonic  offence.  The  record  of  conviction 
is  competent  evidence,  tending  to  prove  the  offence;  but  to  say  that 
the  fact  that  a  brother  has  been  convicted  in  the  courts  of  the  coun- 
try of  a  criminal  offence  is  conclusive  that  he  is  guilty  of  a  Masonic 
offence,  would  be  to  say  that  all  convictions  in  the  courts  of  the  coun- 
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try  are  right,  which  cannot  be  true.  If  a  brother  Mason  has  been 
wrong-fully  convicted,  in  the  courts  of  the  country,  of  a  crime,  that 
should  not  preclude  him  from  a  trial  of  his  case  in  the  lodge  on  the 
merits  of  the  charge.  The  converse  of  this  proposition  is  true,  also. 
If  he  has  been  tried  and  acquitted  in  the  courts  of  the  country,  it 
would  not  be  conclusive  of  his  innocence.  Guilty  men  are  sometimes 
acquitted,  and  such  judgment  of  acquittance  should  not  be  held  to  be 
conclusive  on  the  subject.  In  other  words,  it  is  not  a  Masonic  offence 
to  be  charged  with  a  crime,  nor  is  it  a  Masonic  offence  to  be  convicted. 
We  think  the  ruling  in  this  matter  was  correct. 

And  of  the  latter,  after  showing  that  the  trial  took  place  at  a 
time  when  public  sentiment  was  certainly  not  such  as  to  give  the  ac- 
cused any  advantage,  they  sa}-: 

We  think,  on  the  whole,  he  was  fairly  tried,  and  while  he  might 
have  been  convicted  on  the  testimony  that  was  produced,  yet,  as  those 
who  heard  the  case  are  the  best  judges  of  the  weight  to  be  given  to 
the  evidence  produced,  we  are  disposed  to  follow  the  uniform  rule, 
that  appellate  tribunals  should  not  reverse. a  case  on  a  mere  pre- 
ponderance of  evidence. 

The  judgment  of  the  lodge  was  affirmed. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  six  new  lodges,  two  of  them  at  Kan- 
sas City,  adopted  the  provision  for  mileage  and  per  diem  which  we 
criticised  last  year;  sent  the  Wisconsin  regulation  touching  Masonic 
relief  to  the  committee  on  charity  for  report  next  year;  adopted 
amendments  to  the  by-laws  which  we  infer,  without  having  the  Mis- 
souri regulations  before  us,  practically  eliminates  the  so-called  de- 
gree of  past  master  as  relating  to  eligibility  in  its  own  body  or  in 
its  lodges;  listened  to  an  interesting  address  on  "Freemasonry  in  the 
United  States,"  by  Grand  Orator  A.  L.  Ross;  charged  a  committee 
with  the  duty  of  selecting  a  suitable  design  for  a  jewel  to  be  pre- 
sented to  past  grand  masters,  to  report  thereon  next  year;  changed 
its  time  of  meeting  to  the  third  Tuesday  in  October,  and  under  the 
new  rule  will  meet  next  year  at  St.  Louis,  on  the  20th  of  that  month. 

A.  M.  Hough,  of  Jefferson  City,  was  elected  grand  master;  John 
D.  ViNCiL,  St.  Louis,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (176  pp.)  by  the  grand  secretary. 
Past  Grand  Master  John  D.  Vincil,  is  the  eighteenth  from  his  hand. 
He  is  still  dissatisfied  with  the  working  of  his  condenser,  and  yet — 
unless  there  is  an  error  of  figures  in  our  last  year's  review— he  has 
succeeded  in  reducing  its  length  by  eighty-five  pages.  Like  his  re- 
port of  last  3'ear  it  is  nearly  all  in  his  own  language.  He  gives  six 
solid  pages  to  Illinois  for  189-4,  the  whole  showing  a  very  careful  ex- 
amination of  our  proceedings.     Of  the  opening  prayer  hesays: 

The  usual  printed  prayer  appears  in  the  journal.  It  is  of  good 
length  and  has  the  merit  of  being  addressed  to  the  Mason's  God  with- 
out the  usual  foreign  and  irrelevant  speechif^dng  ramble  found  in 
some  journals.      One  grand  chaplain  I  wot  of,  generally  reviews  the 
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incidents  of  the  passing  year,  and  informs  the   g"ood  Lord,  in  his  rare 
prelection,  of  the  happenings  of  the  jurisdiction. 

Reviewing  the  address  of  Grand  Master  Goddard,  of  whom  he 
speaks  in  the  highest  terms,  he  says: 

All  applications  for  permission  to  join  in  jjublic  displays,  not  Ma- 
sonic, were  persistently  declined.  Here  is  a  good  and  sensible  case 
treated  by  him.  Lodges  asked  the  privilege  of  turning  out  to  act  as 
escorts  for  commanderies  of  Knights  Templars  on  public  anniver- 
saries. He  said,  "think  of  the  inconsistency  of  an  unarmed  body  of 
Masons  presuming  to  act  as  an  escort  or  guard  to  an  armed  Command- 
ery  of  Knights  Templars."  He  may  have  been  very  serious  when  pen- 
ning the  above,  but  the  expression  caused  a  good  broad  smile  to  spread 
over  my  face  on  reading  his  characterization  of  the  ridiculous  ap- 
pearance such  a  body  would  present  to  the  public.  Brother  Goddard 
very  pertinently  observed  "that  it  is  not  customary  for  a  lodge  of 
Ancient  Craft  Masons  to  act  as  escort  to  any  other  organized  body 
of  men."  Call  on  the  Sun  to  act  as  escort  to  the  Moon  as  she  makes 
her  procession  along  the  highway  of  the  sky  I  It  is  strange  hov/  lodges 
can  become  willing  to  lower  the  dignity  of  "Ancient  Craft  Masonry," 
by  pla^'ing  second  fiddle  to  any  concern.  The  white  apron  is  not  loud 
enough  to  attract  attention  in  public  with  some.  If  they  can  just  get 
iij  line  where  the  "feathers"  are  on  parade,  the  reflected  glory  of  such 
is  sufficient  for  them.  Pshaw!  The  administration  of  Brother  God- 
dard proved  that  he  was  the  right  man,  and  that  the  craft  in  Illinois 
made  no  mistake  in  placing  him  in  charge  of  the  jurisdiction  for  the 
term  closed,  and  for  a  second  term  by  re-election,  a  fact  I  am  pleased 
to  record.  The  Masonic  fraternity  in  Illinois  has  been  most  fortunate 
in  the  choice  of  grand  men  for  leaders  in  the  past,  and  certainl}'  so  in 
this  instance. 

He  says  of  the  report  of  Grand  Secretary  Dill  that  it  is  full 
proof  of  his  ability  as  an  official. 

Bro.  ViNCiL  does  not  seem  to  understand  how  any  jurisdiction 
can  have  a  Masonic  home  without  making  a  noise  about  it,  nor  does 
he  seem  to  regard  any  charity  as  deserving  the  name  unless  it  gets 
into  the  concrete  form  of  brick  and  mortar.     He  saj^s: 

Illinois  Masons  have  a  Masonic  Home.  This  is  learned  from  a 
resolution  offered  by  Brother  George  M.  Moulton,  rather  than  from 
any  report  from  the  management  of  such  institution.  He  moved  that 
the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  out  of  the  funds  of 
the  grand  lodge  to  aid  the  home  in  enlarging  the  needed  buildings  and 
in  providing  required  accommodations  to  carry  out  its  benificent  pur- 
poses. The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finance. 
Said  committee  reported  the  resolution  back  to  the  grand  lodge 
without  recommendation.  The  committee  said:  "We  commend  the 
management  of  the  institution,  and  the  noble  and  self-sacrificing 
spirit  of  its  promoters,  in  their  efforts  to  provide  for  helpless  orphans 
of  deceased  brethren."  Then  followed  a  saving  clause:  "We  do  not 
feel  justified  in  recommending  a  course  which  might  ])e  construed  as 
committing"  the  grand  lodge  to  a  policy  of  paternalism,  which  might 
sooner  or  later  result  in  the  necessity'  of  its  becoming  responsible  for 
the  maintenance  and  support  of  the  Masonic  Orphans'  Home."  If 
God's  poor  be  naked  and  destitute  of  daily  food,  "and  one  of  you  say 
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unto  such,  'depart  in  peace,  be  ye  warmed  and  filled;'  notwithstanding 
ye  give  them  not  those  things  which  are  needful  to  the  body,  what 
doth  it  profit?"  The  man  who  wrote  these  words  nearly  twenty  cen- 
turies ago  was  a  better  Mason  than  the  writer  who  was  afraid  his 
grand  lodge  might  be  committed  to  "a  policy  of  paternalism."  As 
the  committee  aforesaid  was  fearful  of  saddling  upon  the  grand  lodge 
an  institution  requiring  "maintenance  and  support,"'  known  as  "the 
Masonic  Orphans'  Home,"  the  grand  lodge  itself  took  hold  of  the 
proposition  and  adopted  the  original  resolution,  giving  five  thousand 
dollars  to  the  home  to  aid  in  erecting  additional  buildings  for  the  care 
and  accommodation  of  an  increasing  number  of  beneficiaries.  Well 
done,  ye  noble  and  big-hearted  Masons  of  Illinois.  Missouri,  with  one- 
half  o'f  the  annual  income  of  Illinois,  gave  twent5^-five  thousand  dol- 
lars to  help  purchase  and  equip  a  home  for  "Masonic  orphans."  After 
doing  so,  an  annual  assessment  of  fifty  cents  per  capita  was  levied  for 
the  support  and  care  of  our  Home  family.  Our  Home  is  the  glory 
and  crown  of  Missouri  Masonry.  But  to  anticipate  any  captious  ref- 
erences or  cold  criticism  about  some  of  our  lodges  rebelling  against 
this  assessment,  I  wish  to  say  that  the  lodges  meet  this  claim  upon 
their  means  with  a  heartiness  unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  grand 
lodge.  Notwithstanding  the  financial  pressure  of  the  last  two  years, 
so  severely  felt  by  many  country  lodges,  not  one  of  them  has  failed  to 
meet  the  levy  Avith  cheerfulness  and  pleasure,  and  all  in  the  entire 
jurisdiction  are  in  full  accord  with  the  Home  enterprise.  We  have 
proved  by  the  good  work  done  that  this  form  of  benevole;ice  is  the 
highest  expression  of  Masonic  charity.  We  have  given  practical 
demonstration  to  the  craft  in  Missouri  that  at  last  the  true  mission 
of  Masonry  has  become  a  reality,  both  tangible  and  praiseworthy. 
The  struggle  is  over,  opposition  has  ceased,  and  the  victory  is  ours, 
without  anybody  being  hurt  or  the  loss  of  a  single  lodge,  save  one 
that  was  dA^ing,  "and  the  assessment  only  hastened  a  needed  funeral. 

Illinois  is  not  consciously  entered  in  a  race  for  a  crown  of  glory, 
nor  is  she  ambitious  of  a  halo  if  in  order  to  wear  one  she  must  first 
agree  that  the  highest  expression  of  Masonic  charity  is  compulsory 
charity.  Yet  God's  poor,  which  are  also  her  poor,  are  not  left  alto- 
gether in  hunger  and  nakedness.  In  the  proceedings  which  Bro. 
ViNCiL  had  under  review,  without  headlines  tucked  away  at  the  foot 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  chartered  lodges,  Ave  find  the  fol- 
loAving: 

Contributed  by  lodges  to  their  own  needy  members, 

their  widows,  and  orphans $20,494.05 

Contributed  to  those  not  members 6.312.12 

Contributed  to  Illinois  Masonic  Orphans'  Home 985.00 

Total  contributions  for  cliarity $27,791.17 

For  the  year  1895  the  total  contributions  Avere  $32,660.59:  for  the 
five  years  ending  with  1895,  the  annual  average  was  $26,914.60,  the 
aggregate  being  $134,573.30,  including  $4,754.45  to  our  modest  little 
orphan's  home,  which,  Avith  the  exception  of  the  $5,000.00  appropri- 
ated by  the  grand  lodge  in  1894,  has  substantially  been  purchased, 
equipped,  and  maintained  by  the   contributions  of  the   craft,  made 
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without  other  duress  than  the  conscience  of  the  givers,  and  gauged 
by  the  Masonic  principle  which  makes  abilit}'  and  duty  go  hand  in 
hand. 

Bro.  ViNCiL  gives  the  Illinois  report  on  correspondence,  and  its 
author  ver}'  generous  and  fraternal  notice.  He  thinks  we  were  in- 
clined to  reflect  upon  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  in 
the  matter  of  Toltec  LodgeNo.  520,  Cit}'  of  Mexico,  and  of  the  grand 
sj-mbolic  diet,  to  which  that  lodge  has  finally  j'ielded  allegiance. 

We  did  express  our  regret  at  the  decision  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Missouri,  which  destroyed  the  only  bod}-  in  Mexico  known  to  be  a  le- 
gitimate Masonic  body,  and  while  we  expressly  conceded  that  it  was 
for  Missouri  to  decide  when  it  would  cease  to  exercise  Masonic  au- 
thority in  that  republic,  we  did  think  and  still  think  it  was  due  to 
genuine  Masonry  to  wait  until  its  committee  could  saj^  that  a  Masonic 
body  had  been  found  in  Mexico  whose  legitimacy  they  were  prepared 
to  acknowledge,  before  driving  its  daughter  lodge  into  its  fellowship- 
Referring  to  our  implication  of  the  impossibility  of  making  a 
legitimate  grand  lodge  out  of  elements  that  are  hopelesslj^  clandes- 
tine, he  says: 

If  it  be  true  that  "the  elements"  out  of  which  the  gran  dieta  was 
formed  were  "hopelessly  clandestine,"  how  on  earth  can  legitimate 
Masonry  ever  be  established  in  Mexico?  Certain!}'  not  hy  the  crea- 
tion and  maintenance  of  the  symbolic  sj'stem.  when  the  existing  sa^s- 
tem — "hopelessly  clandestine"— utterly  refuses  to  allow  symbolic 
lodges  to  remain  there  as  independent  bodies.  If  the  present  ''aggre- 
gation'' of  Masonic  bodies  working  under  the  authorit}-  of  the  gran 
dieta  should  so  conform  to  the  recognized  standards  of  symbolic  grand 
lodges  in  this  country  as  to  be  regarded  as  legitimate,  would  it  not  be 
better  to  have  that  kind  of  Masonry  there  than  such  as  has  hereto- 
fore prevailed  in  the  republic"?  • 

Legitimate  Masonry  need  not  worry  about  how  it  shall  get  estab- 
lished in  Mexico.  It  has  nothing  to  lose  by  waiting  until  the  people 
among  which  it  is  to  be  established  are  capable  of  maintaining  it  in  its 
purity;  nothing  to  gain  by  haste.  To  those  who  have  assumed  its  re- 
sponsibilities no  consideration  ought  to  be  sufficient  to  induce  them 
to  disregard  or  evade  the  unalterable  conditions  on  which  they  as- 
sumed them,  whether  Mexico  waits  until  the  crack  of  doom  or  not. 
Xo  people  will  suffer  for  its  absence  or  be  profited  b}-  its  presence  who 
have  not  reached  the  stage  where  the  irrevocable  nature  and  binding 
force  of  its  engagements  cannot  be  understood  and  felt. 
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MONTANA,  1895. 

31ST  Annual.  .       Helena.  October  9. 

This  year's  contribution  to  the  Montana  picture  gallery  is  the 
portrait  of  the  retiring-  grand  master  (James  H.  Monte ath).  Our 
brief  descrii^tion  of  his  predecessor's  hair  and  moustache  tit  Bro.  MON- 
teath'S  so  exactly  that  it  might  have  been  written  for  them.  The 
same  plentiful  lack  of  the  one  and  the  same  wealth  of  the  other,  and 
the  face  is  fine,  clear-cut,  and  strong. 

He  was  absent  from  the  jurisdiction  when  the  grand  lodge  was 
called  together  at  Helena,  July  25,  1895,  for  the  burial  of  Richard  O. 
Hickman,  past  grand  master,  who  died  in  Chicago  five  days  before, 
and  the  deputy  grand  master  (James  H.  Mills)  had  charge.  The 
eulogy  pronounced  on  Bro.  Hickman  by  Past  Grand  Master  W.  F. 
Sanders,  was  an  eloquent  and  cultured  tribute  to  a  character  strong 
and  altogether  lovable. 

Eighteen  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented  at  the  annual  com- 
munication, Illinois  by  the  grand  secretary,  Past  Grand  Master  Cor- 
nelius Hedges. 

The  address  of  Grand  Master  Monteath  is  an  example  of  fine, 
simple,  direct  English.  They  had  enjoyed  their  full,  average  measure 
of  peace,  harmony,  and  prosperity.  '  Rumors  of  discord,  there  had 
been,  but,  officially,  nothing  had  been  brought  to  his  attention  neces- 
sitating either  censure  or  reproach.  No  reasons  are  assigned  for  the 
change  referred  to  in  the  following: 

On  June  11,  in  response  to  urgent  appeals  and  after  consultation 
with  the  grand  officers,  a  circular  was  issued  asking  for  opinions  on 
the  question  of  changing  the  date  of  the  meeting  of  the  grand  lodge. 
Of  the  replies  received  all  but  three  were  either  favorable  or  expres- 
sive of  unconcern.  Accordingly,  on  the  20th  day  of  July,  a  communi- 
cation was  sent  out  changing  the  date  of  our  session  to  October  9.  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  change  has  not  resulted  in  inconvenience  to 
the  craft. 

Of  the  seven  decisions  submitted  by  him  we  copy  one: 

The  tyler,  being  a  member  of  the  lodge,  must  cast  his  ballot  on 
application  for  initiation  or  affiliation. 

This  is  the  first  time  we  have  seen  the  necessity  of  the  tiler's  vot- 
ing insisted  upon,  although  his  right  to  do  so  has  been  put  beyond 
question  by  approved  decisions  in  our  own  and  other  jurisdictions. 
The  jurisprudence  committee  approved  a  proposed  change  allowing 
him  to  be  excused  from  voting  by  unanimous  consent,  but  it  failed  of 
adoption. 
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The  grand  secretary's  report  shows  that  some  increasing  inconven- 
ience had  arisen  from  tardiness  in  paying'  grand  lodge  dues  b}^  the 
lodges,  which  he  thought  was  more  directly  chargeable  to  chronic  in- 
difference than  to  the  g'eneral  business  depression;  and  a  special 
report  by  him  as  chairman  of  the  committee  to  procure  a  testimonial 
for  Past  Grand  Master  Webster  discloses  the  fact  that  the  selection 
was  a  silver  tea  service,  with  a  set  of  Rogers  silver-plated  tableware 
and  an  onyx  table. 

After  two  attempts  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  succeeded  in 
formulating'  a  law  providing  for  a  return  to  the  ancient  practice  of 
one  ballot  for  the  three  degrees,  which  the  grand  lodge  would  adopt, 
and  w^hich  it  did  adopt  by  a  vote  of  72  to  34:    It  is  as  follows: 

Sec.  3.  No  lodge  shall  have  more  than  one  ballot  for  the  three  de- 
grees, but,  though  an  applicant  may  be  elected  to  receive  them,  if  at 
anytime  before  his  initiation,  passing,  or  raising,  objection  be  made 
by  any  member,  he  shall  not  receive  the  degrees  to  which  such  objec- 
tion is  made  until  such  objection  is  or  shall  ha.ve  been  withdrawn. 
Provided,  that  where  a  candidate  has  been  elected  to  receive  either 
of  the  degrees  of  Masonry,  and  who  from  anj^  cause  fails  to  present 
himself  to  the  lodge  and  receive  the  same  within  three  months  from 
the  date  of  such  election,  a  new  ballot  shall  be  had  with  a  favorable 
result  before  such  degree  shall  be  conferred.  All  laws,  resolutions, 
and  decisions  in  conflict  herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

It  was  held  in  reply  to  a  question  whether  the  new  law  would  ap- 
ply to  candidates  who  had  already  received  one  or  two  degrees,  that 
they  should  go  through  under  the  law  providing  for  a  ballot  for  each 
degree. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  two  new  lodges;  reduced  its  annual 
dues  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar  and  Mty  cents:  decided  that  En- 
tered Apprentices  might  visit  lodges  other  than  their  own  by  courtesy 
of  the  presiding  officer,  and  also  providing  that  they  might  be  stricken 
from  the  roll  upon  neglect  to  petition  for  advancement  for  one  year 
after  receiving  the  preceding  degree,  but  we  presume  they  are  still 
required  to  admit  that  they  ask  for  advancement  of  their  own  free 
w'ill  and  accord:  ordered  a  testimonial  for  the  retiring  grand  master; 
agreed  to  meet  next  year  at  Butte  City,  and  mustered  with  its  visitors 
600  strong  at  a  grand  reception,  banquet,  and  ball  given  by  the  local 
fraternity  after  the  close  of  the  sessions. 

James  H.  Mills  was  elected  grand  master:  Cornelius  Hedges 
re-elected  grand  secretarj^,  both  of  Helena. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (136  pp.)  is  another  of  those  inimit- 
able productions  for  which  its  author,  the  grand  secretary.  Past 
Grand  Master  Cornelius  Hedges,  is  so  widely  and  favorably  known. 

Referring  to  our  proceedings  for  1894,  he  saj's: 

In  the  case  of  those  grand  lodges  meeting  about  the  same  time  or 
later  in  the  season  than  our  own,  the  proceedings  are  not  so  fresh  for 
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review  as  those  meeting  earlier,  but  since  we  have  gained  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  so  many  of  the  prominent  Masons  of  Illinois,  and 
enjoy  the  personal  friendship  as  well  as  acquaintance  with  the  pres- 
ent grand  master,  we  find  an  unusual  interest  in  the  Illinois  proceed- 
ings. 

Giving  some  figures  in  his  comparison  of  New  York  and  Illinois,  he 
says  of  us: 

With  one  representative  from  each  lodge  it  makes  a  very  large 
assemblage  at  annual  communication,  and  only  a  rigid  adherence  to 
system  and  the  almost  total  exclusion  of  debate  enables  the  grand 
lodge  to  transact  its  business.  Yet  its  sessions  are  hardly  any  longer 
than  our  own,  in  fact,  not  so  long,  for  in  Illinois  there  was  but  one 
session  each  day,  neither  of  which  occupied  over  four  and  one-half 
hours.  If  we  count  the  number  of  sessions  and  the  hours  spent  in  com- 
munication, it  took  more  time  for  our  grand  lodge  to  transact  its 
business  than  that  of  Illinois.  Here  is  a  margin  for  economy  when- 
ever we  think  it  worthy  of  our  attention. 

Of  Grand  Master  Goddard's  address,  he  says: 

It  takes  many  pages  of  the  address  merely  to  enumerate  in  the 
briefest  manner  the  official  acts  of  so  busy  a  grand  master.  But 
there  is  one  thing  that  will  impress  itself  upon  any  one  who  scans  the 
record  of  Bro.  Goddard's  acts.  To  secure  peace  and  harmony,  to  re- 
concile conflicting  claims,  to  save  rather  than  destroy,  were  his  con- 
stant aim,  so  much  so  that  his  personality  seemed  to  sink  in  his  official 
relation  to  the  craft.  Still,  when  discipline  required  surgery  to  save 
life,  there  was  no  hesitation  to  cut  off  diseased  members. 

His  decisions  were  sound,  but  do  not  include  cases  of  great  nov- 
elty or  general  importance.  Among  the  novel  applications  declined 
were  some  for  lodges  to  act  as  escort  to  commanderies  on  Easter  or 
Ascension  Bay.  We  could  hardly  credit  such  ignorance,  but  for  a 
case  that  recently  came  under  our  notice  in  our  own  jurisdiction. 
Some  brothers  think  they  will  never  be  known  as  Masons  unless  seen 
in  a  parade.  We  sometimes  wish  more  would  show  themselves  at  Ma- 
sonic funeral  when  a  poor  brother,  or  a  stranger  fallen  by  the  way,  is 
borne  to  his  final  rest. 

He  regards  the  circular  letters  of  the  grand  master  as  a  good 
method  of  diffusing  light. 

He  thus  refers  to  two  questions  which  were  before  our  grand 
lodge. 

On  the  question  of  surrendering  one  of  the  life  policies  of  a  for- 
mer grand-  treasurer,  there  was  a  spirited  contest  and  a  close  vote. 
Mercy  prevailed  and  one-half  of  the  debt  was  forgiven.  Masonry  can 
not  exact  the  pound  of  flesh,  even  if  the  bond  so  provides.  Five  thou- 
sand dollars  was  also  voted  towards  an  enlargement  of  the  Chicago 
Masonic  home.  We  think  either  of  these  investments  will  draw  more 
than  four  per  cent. 

While  in  some  jurisdictions  the  appeal  cases  are,  he  thinks,  given 
with  too  great  fullness,  Illinois  errs  in  the  other  direction;  he  wants 
to  see  enough  to  know  on  what  the  judgment  is  based. 

—13 


186  APPENDIX. — PART  I." 


He  characterizes  the  jurisprudence  report  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Cregier  as  very  full  and  able,  and  sa3'S  of  the  annual  oration: 

Grand  Orator  Black  had  a  good  subject,  "Masonr3'"s  Part  in  Estab- 
lishing Liberty  and  Order."'  We  think  he  was  too  tender  of  the  anar- 
chists of  this  age,  and  especially  of  those  in  this  countr3\  who  are  for 
the  most  part  criminals  of  the  blackest  dye,  defiant  of  the  laws  of  God 
and  man,  enemies  of  the  human  race,  without  an  excuse  for  existence, 
for  whom  there  is  no  place  in  well  ordered,  civilized  societj-. 

He  is  generous  in  space  and  speech  in  his  reference  to  the  Illinois 
report  on  correspondence.  That  we  are  scandalized  at  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico  by  Texas  and  New  York,  moves  him 
to  say  that  he  has  preferred  to  identify  branches  of  the  Masonic  fam- 
ily by  their  principles  more  than  by  their  pedigree.  We  imagine  that 
by  this  time  he  will  be  at  loss  to  classify  some  of  the  characteristics 
of  the  alleged  Masonry  of  Mexico  under  either  of  these  heads.  Ap- 
parently hopeless  of  our  conversion  to  a  more  easy  going  standard  of 
judgment  by  other  means,  he  awaits  hopefull}-  the  confirmation  of  a 
recently  published  report  that  we  had  taken  the  Scottish  Rite  de- 
grees. We  notice  that  others  have  looked  on  this  fact  with  a  curious 
expectancy  as  to  the  possibly  loosening  effect  of  the  new  affiliation) 
and  have  been  interested  in  it  as  an  unconscious  tribute  to  the  power 
of  unadulterated  Masonry  to  make  for  steadfastness. 

He  does  not  quite  agree  with  us  as  to  the  dangers  which  threaten 
Masonry  bj^  the  subversion  of  its  charitable  basis,  but  he  does  not  mis- 
understand us  in  this  as  he  seems  to  in  the  matter  of  perpetual  juris- 
diction. By  this  time,  however,  he  will  have  learned  from  what  we 
have  since  written  that  whatever  we  might  be  willing  to  yield  for  the 
sake  of  a  common  peaceful  consensus,  we  have  no  question  as  to  what 
has  been  the  usage  and  what  we  think  ought  to  continue  to  be  the  law. 


NEW  BRUNSWICK,  1895. 

28th  Annual.  Saint  John.  August  27. 

This  is  an  exceedingly  neat  pamphlet  with  cover  in  white  and  blue 
and  gold  embossed  arms  thereon. 

When  the  annual  communication  came  there  was  a  quorum  pres- 
ent but  the  grand  lodge  was  pretty  effectuallj^  honeycombed  by  the 
absence  of  the  officers  and  members  in  attendance  on  the  festivities 
incident  to  the  triennial  conclave  of  Knights  Templar  at  Boston,  and 
agreeable  to  a  general  understanding  throughout  the  craft  in  the 
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province,  a  recess  was  taken  until  September  26,  when  the  represent- 
atives of  nineteen  jurisdictions  were  present,  among  them  J.  Henry 
Leonard,  for  Illinois. 

Grand  Master  Roderick  McNeill,  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  was 
.  present,   royally  welcomed,  and  subsequently   addressed   the   grand 
lodge  in  behalf  of  a  project  to  unite  the  Maratime  Provinces  in  estab- 
lishing a  Masonic  Home  for  aged  and  infirm  brethren.  The  grandmas- 
ter of  New  Brunswick  made  an  encouraging  response  and  later  it  was: 

Besolvcd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  commit- 
tees from  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward  Island, 
and  endeavor  to  formulate  a  general  scheme  for  the  relief  of  dis- 
tressed brethren  in  the  territor}^  occupied  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Prince  Edward  Island,  the  grand 
secretary  to  notify  these  grand  lodges  of  the  action  of  this  grand 
lodge. 

At  the  outset  of  his  address  it  became  the  melancholy  duty  of  the 
grand  master  (Thomas  Walker,  M.D.,)  to  announce  the  death  of 
Benjamin  Lester  Peters,  in  his  sixty-ninth  year.  He  presided  over 
the  convention  which  organized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Brunswick, 
in  1867,  and  as  its  first  grand  master  served  the  craft  for  three  years. 
The  grand  master  says: 

Through  all  the  time  of  his  long  Masonic  career  he  occupied  a 
most  distinguished  position  among  his  brethren,  and  was  honored  and 
beloved  by  them  all. 

In  addition,  he  was  a  good  and  loyal  citizen,  and  in  his  judicial  ca- 
pacity he  won  for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  as  an  able  and  up- 
right"judge. 

I  shall  not,  my  brethren,  attempt  to  write  an  eulogy  befitting  our 
departed  friend.  One  well  qualified  for  this  task  has  already  per- 
formed it;  and  the  masterly  oration  of  his  successor  in  this  chair  is  a 
matter  already  on  our  records. 

Dead  also  were  Past  Masters  Thomas  W.  Peters,  W.  G.  Disbrow, 
Robert  Glenn,  and  Henry  Hallett. 

Submitting  the  new  regulation  proposed  by  Wisconsin,  the  grand 
master  says: 

I  am  asked  to  submit  this  proposition  to  j^ou  for  your  action,  and 
I  do  so  with  this  single  remark,  that  charity  which  seeks  for  a  return 
and  confines  itself  to  those  of  our  own  house  is  not  to  me  the  charity 
taught  us  in  the  lodge,  but  would  seem  to  reduce  our  craft  to  the  level 
of  a  modern  assessment  association. 

He  presented  also  the  circular  of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy  invit- 
ing participation  at  the  celebration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of 
the  unification  of  Italy,  either  by  sending  delegates  or  by  officially  ac- 
knowledging their  fraternal  adhesion,  of  which  he  says: 

This  circular  has  been  handed  to  the  committee  on  relations  with 
foreign  grand  lodges,  who  will  doubtless  report  to  you  at  this  session. 
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I  might  add,  however,  that  so  far  as  I  can  ascertain,  the  Grand  Orient 
of  Italy  is  a  composite  body,  composed  of  a  symbolic  grand  lodge  and 
also  of  a  supreme  council  of  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite, 
and  as  such  could  hardly  receive  fraternal  recognition  from  this  grand 
lodge. 

This  was  wisely  supplemented  by  the  committee,  who  say: 

With  regard  to  the  invitation  from  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy  to 
participate  in  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  Italian  occupancy 
of  Rome,  the  committee  approve  of  the  action  of  the  grand  master. 
Our  grand  lodge  is  not  in  fraternal  relation  with  the  Grand  Orient  of 
Italy,  and  the  celebration  being  of  a  civil  and  political  character  is 
outside  the  sphere  of  action  in  which  this  grand  lodge,  as  such,  inter- 
ests itself. 

The  same  committee  thus  report  on  the  Masonic  congress  and  the 
Mississippi  "Uniform  Rules." 

As  the  Chicago  congress  was  not  a  law-making  power,  but  merely 
a  conference  of  well-informed  brethren,  its  conclusions  have  no  legal 
effect,  but  are  of  value  in  helping  governing  Masonic  bodies  to  reach 
correct  decisions  upon  the  questions  treated  of  as  they  arise.  This 
grand  lodge  has  steadily  declined  to  express  opinions  upon  proposi- 
tions of  Masonic  law  not  arising  out  of  actual  cases  occurring  within 
its  jurisdiction.  Therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  nothing 
more  is  necessary  than  what  has  been  done,  i.e.,  to  print  the  conclu- 
sions for  general  information  without  either  accepting  or  disputing 
them.  The  same  reasoning  applies  to  the  proposition  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Mississippi.  The  laws  governing  the  admission  of  candidates 
for  Freemasonry  in  this  jurisdiction,  if  properly  carried  out,  appear 
to  be  ample  to  protect  ourselves  as  well  as  sister  jurisdictions,  and 
under  existing  circumstances  the  committee  think  grand  lodge  will 
not  fail  in  courtesy  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  if  for  the  pres- 
ent further  action  is  not  deemed  necessary. 

Touching  the  Wisconsin  proposition  the  grand  lodge,  speaking 
through  the  committee  on  address,  says: 

With  the  views  of  the  grand  master  in  regard  to  the  principle  un- 
derlying the  system  of  Masonic  charity  your  committee  are  heartily  in 
accord,  but  an  examination  of  the  circular  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Wisconsin  seems  to  indicate  that  a  necessity  exists  in  that  juris- 
diction and  in  jurisdictions  contiguous  to  it  for  an  organized  system 
of  administering  relief  so  that  the  worthy  recipient  and  the  charit- 
able giver  shall  be  justly  dealt  with.  The  conditions  in  this  province 
do  not  require  such  a  system  here  at  the  present  time,  but  circum- 
stances may  make  it  desirable  to  observe  with  interest  the  operations 
of  the  plan  suggested  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin. 

The  adoption  of  the  following  works  a  reduction  of  grand  lodge 

dues: 

For  every  member,  each  lodge  outside  the  city  of  Saint  John  (east 
side)  shall  pay  toword  the  fund  for  grand  lodge  purposes  sixty  cents 
per  annum. 

For  every  member,  each  lodge  within  the  city  of  Saint  John  (east 
side)  shall  pay  toward  the  fund  for  grand  lodge  purposes  one  dollar 
per  annum. 
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Notice  of  motion  was  friven  for  a  constitutional  amendment  for- 
bidding dual  membership,  and  the  initial  steps  were  also  taken  to 
make  plainer  the  meaning-  of  the  constitution,  held  to  be  correctly- 
construed  by  the  grand  master,  that  the  year's  residence  required  as 
a  condition  of  seeking  admission  into  the  fraternity,  is  the  year  im- 
mediately preceding  the  date  of  the  petition. 

Julius  T.  Whitlock,  of  St.  Stephen,  was  elected  grand  master; 
Freeman  W.  Wisdom,  of  St.  John(Freemasons'  B[all)appointed  grand 
secretary. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

The  proceedings  of  a  special  communication  and  lodge  of  sorrow, 
held  December  18,  1894,  in  memory  of  Past  Grand  Master  Peters, 
find  a  place  in  the  pamphlet,  embracing  an  eloquent  eulogistic  ora- 
tion by  Past  Grand  Master  Wedderburn. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  1896. 
107th  Annual.  Concord.  May  20. 

The  semi-annual  communication  for  the  exemplification  of  the 
work  was  held,  as  usual,  at  Manchester,  December  27, 1895.  The  repre- 
sentative of  Illinois  (Sew ALL  W.  Abbott)  was  present,  as  he  was 
also  at  the  annual  communication. 

The  grand  master  (Charles  C.  Hayes)  announced  the  death  of 
Past  District  Deputies  John  Dame,  aged  80;  Hazen  Bell,  at  77; 
Thomas  SPURLiN,at  79, and  Charles  G.  Conner,  at  62,  and  of  District 
Deputy  Grand  Master  John  S.  Daniels,  at  44. 

Among  the  dispensations  issued  by  him  were  three  authorizing  as 
many  lodges  to  publicly  dedicate  new  halls.  As  the  grand  master  is 
always  present  at  these  dedications  either  in  person  or  by  proxy,  the 
necessity  of  a  written  dispensation  is  not  apparent  to  us. 

Two  dispensations  were  issued  to  lodges  to  visit  lodges  in  the 
neighboring  state  of  Massachusetts  and  exemplify  the  work  before 
them. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Hampshire  having  last  year,  as  we  no- 
ticed in  our  last  report,  completed  the  work — begun  ten  or  eleven 
years  before — of  lining  itself  up  with  the  grand  lodges  who  in  the 
interest  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the  Cerneau  war  among  the  High 
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Riters,  followed  Massachusetts  in  her  new  departure  of  1882,  the 
grand  master  reports  having  sent  the  following  circular  letter  to 
each  lodge: 

The  enclosed  report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  defining 
W'hat  organizations  are  to  be  recognized  as  legitimate  Masonic  bodies, 
was  adopted  b3'  the  grand  lodge  at  the  last  annual  communication, 
held  at  Concord  May  15, 1895,  and  thereby  became  the  law  of  the  juris- 
diction. 

You  are' hereby  ordered  to  cause  the  report  and  this  communica- 
tion to  be  read  in  open  lodge  at  the  first  stated  communication  of 
your  lodge  after  its  receipt,  and  due  record  made  thereof. 

This  was  dated  on  the  6th  of  November,  1895.  As  the  report  had 
been  sent  to  the  lodges  in  the  grand  lodge  proceedings  some  months 
before,  it  is  to  be  supposed  that  the  revenues  of  the  Holy  Empire 
were  thought  to  be  threatened  from  some  quarter, we  know  not  what. 

•  Following  are  the  decisions  reported  by  the  grand  master: 

A  lodge  made  a  mistake  in  printing  its  calendars,  and  by  reason 
of  said  mistake  held  its  stated  communication  on  the  wrong  date, 
and  balloted  on  several  applications.  Although  the  mistake  was  not 
intended,  the  supposed  stated  communication  was  practicallv  a  spe- 
cial communication;  consequent!}-  all  ballots  taken  at  that  time  must 
be  considered  as  illegal  and  the  applications  balloted  upon  at  the 
next  stated  communication. 

That  a  brother  who  received  the  E.A.  and  F.C.  degrees  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  to  the  grand  constitution,  whereby 
but  one  ballot  is  necessarj"  for  all  the  degrees,  should  be  balloted  for 
by  the  lodge  in  which  he  seeks  for  further  light  before  he  can  be 
raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  Master  Mason. 

That  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary  for  charges  against  a  brother 
for  non-payment  of  dues  to  be  read  in  open  lodge  previous  to  a  trial, 
although  it  would  be  better. 

That  after  a  man  has  been  elected  to  receive  the  degrees  in  a 
lodge  he  cannot  be  prevented  from  receiving  the  same  by  objections 
being  made  to  the  worshipful  master  by  a  member  of  some  other  lodge. 

They  were  all  approved. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  reported  adversely  on  the  Missis- 
sippi Uniform  Rules,  and  on  the  Wisconsin  proposition  respecting  Ma- 
sonic relief,  and  the  grand  lodge  concurred.  Of  the  former  the 
committee  say: 

In  this  jurisdiction  it  has  been  maintained  that  perpetual  juris- 
diction should  be  maintained  over  rejected  material.  The  principle 
is  of  great  importance,  and  its  maintenance  has  a  direct  and  vital 
bearing  upon  the  harmony-  and  stability  of  our  institution.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  remark  upon  the  various  waj's  in  which  the  abandon- 
ment of  this  principle  would  affect  the  fraternity:  they  are  too  obvi- 
ous to  need  mention.  The  doctrine  is  grounded  in  the  landmarks 
and  in  our  fundamental  law,  as  well  as  in  justice  and  reason,  and  no 
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hardship  can  result  from  it  which  we  are  in  any  sense  bound  to  alle- 
viate. We  see  no  reason  for  its  abandonment,  and  every  reason  bear- 
ing upon  it  is  in  favor  of  maintaining  the  doctrine. 

And  of  the  latter,  after  naming  several  practical  evils  which 
would  flow  from  the  adoption  of  the  regulation,  they  say: 

But  more  forcible  than  the  many  practical  evils  which  would 
grow  out  of  this  practice,  were  it  to  obtain,  would  be  the  sacrifice  of 
the  principle  that  Masonic  charity  is  voluntary  and  not  obligatory, 
which  lies  at  the  foundation  of  aid  and  assistance  to  deserving 
members. 

Apart  from  its  routine  work  and  refreshment,  the  grand  lodge 
presented  the  retiring  grand  master  with  a  past  grand  master's  jewel 
and  ordered  new  collars  and  aprons  for  the  grand  officers,  and  ordered 
a  long  distance  telephone  for  the  grand  secretary's  office  to  put  that 
officer  in  instant  communication  with  different  portions  of  the  state. 

The  grand  lodge  becomes  the  possessor,  by  gift  of  Bro.  George  S. 
Paine,  of  an  autograph  note  written  by  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette 
to  Bro.  Paine's  father-in-law,  the  Hon.  John  Treat  Paine,  excusing 
himself  on  the  ground  of  previous  engagement  from  accepting  an 
invitation  to  attend  a  Masonic  celebration  by  Humane  Lodge,  of 
Rochester,  N.H.,  on  the  following  day,  June  24,  1825.  A  facsimile  of 
the  letter  appears  in  the  proceedings. 

Henry  A.  Marsh,  of  Nashua,  was  elected  grand  master;  George 
P.  Cleaves,  Concord,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (laT  pp.)  by  Bro.  Albert  S.  Wait 
is  up  to  his  usual  high-water  mark  for  ability  and  courtesy. 

Illinois  for  1895  is  reviewed.  Grand  Master  Goddard'S  address 
is,  he  says,  clear  in  its  statements  and  able  in  its  expositions  of  the 
views  he  holds. 

He  confesses  that  the  following,  which  he  quotes  from  our  review 
of  New  York,  strikes  him  with  some  surprise: 

We  hold  it  to  be  an  indisputable  fact  that  there  is  no  lawful  Ma- 
sonr}'  anywhere  that  is  not  descended  from  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masonry  of  the  British  Isles — the  Masonry  of  the  charges  of  a  Free- 
mason—  which  crystallized  into  the  grand  lodge  system  in  the  early 
part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  that  there  is  no  alleged  Masonry 
anywhere  that  is  not  either  this  or  a  departure  or  dissent  from  this, 
such  dissent  or  departure  occurring  after  the  grand  lodge  was  fully 
evolved  and  with  its  structure  and  polity  identified  as  a  part  of  the 
original  plan. 

We  thank  him  for  the  opening  statement  of  the  comments  which 
follow: 

If  this  assumption  of  our  Illinois  brother  is  well  founded,  it  at 
once  justifies  him,  without  further  argument,  in  his  denunciation  of 
the  act  of  recognizing  the  Mexican  grand  bodj'.     The  discussion  of 
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the  question  would  require  more  time  and  space  than  we  have  at  pres- 
ent at  command;  we  content  ourselves,  therefore,  unless  at  some 
future  time,  with  sayin<r  that  it  is  contrary  to  all  Masonic  tradition, 
to  all  the  axioms  universally  accepted  by  the  craft,  and  to  the  earliest 
instructions  imparted  to  every  novitiate  into  our  order. 

We  find  on  reaching'  the  survey  with  which  he  concludes  his  inter- 
esting report,  that  the  possible  "future  time"  here  spoken  of  comes 
earlier  than  we  anticipated.     He  there  says; 

The  subject  of  Masonry  in  Mexico  has  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  craft  in  many  quarters,  and  the  recognition  of  the  gran  dieta  of 
that  republic  by  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Texas  and  New  York,  and  the 
favorable  report  of  our  committee  on  jurisprudence  of  last  year,  not- 
withstanding some  vigorous  criticisms  from  learned  writers,  notably 
from  Pennsylvania  and  Illinois,  has  been  followed  by  similar  recogni- 
tion by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas,  after  an  exhaustive  examination 
of  the  subject  by  a  committee  of  five  of  its  most  prominent  members; 
and  it  is  said  that  like  recognition  has  been  accorded  by  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  North  Dakota,  though  of  this  last  we  are  not  in  possession 
of  the  record. 

After  another  phase  of  the  discussion,  to  which  we  shall  recur, 
he  says: 

We  are  not  personally  conversant  with  the  Masonry  of  Mexico, 
but  such  inquiry  as  we  have  been  able  to  make  leads  to  the  belief 
that  it  has  its  origin  in  the  genuine  stock,  and  as  such  has  a  right 
to  seek  recognition  and  to  find  fellowship  with  the  fraternitj'  else- 
where. 

And  under  "Texas"  he  says  he  hopes  to  see  the  action  of  Texas 
and  New  York,  recognizing  the  grand  diet,  followed  by  the  craft  in 
general. 

Everywhere  he  is  discreetly  silent  respecting  the  character  of 
the  specific  charges  of  revolutionary  irregularities  in  the  alleged 
Masonry  which  he  says  "has  a  right  to  seek  recognition  and  to  find 
fellowship  elsewhere,"  brought  by  Bro.  Chism  and  in  large  measure 
explicitly  confirmed  by  Bro.  Parvin  after  personal  observation.  This 
throws  an  important  side  light  upon  his  mental  attitude  towards  the 
questions  involved,  and  upon  his  assertion  that  whatever  is  alleged 
to  be  Masonry  is  not  to  be  identified  as  such  by  its  traceabilit}-  to  a 
certain  origin,  but  "by  its  common  object,  attainable  by  like  means 
with  the  Masonry  we  know;"  not  by  its  actually  known  line  of  descent, 
but  "by  its  similarity  of  type."  And  again:  "Answering  the  tests 
which  Masons  are  never  at  a  loss  to  apply,  there  is  no  right  to  ignore 
Masonry  wnerever  it  is  found." 

Altogether  it  means  that  there  cannot  be  a  departure  so  wide  or 
a  dissent  so  glaring,  from  the  original  plan  of  Masonry;  no  denial  of 
its  fundamental  principles  or  overthrow  of  its  polity  so  complete — 
even  to  the  utter  destruction  of  that  equality  symbolized  by  the  level 
and  the  setting  up  in  its  place  the  feudalism  of  caste  and  privilege — 
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as  to  deprive  any  sodality  calling  itself  by  the  Masonic  name,  of  the 
right  of  even  footing  with  the  Masonry  defined  by  the  charges  of  a 
Freemason,  the  Free  and  Acce^^ted  Masonry  of  New  Hampshire  and 
Illinois.  If,  as  he  seems  to  assume,  the  traditional  formularies  which 
constitute  the  language  of  the  fraternity  may  be  separated  from  its 
l^olity  and  married  to  a  polity  which  ignores  its  primacy,  overthrows 
its  landmarks,  and  disregards  its  usages,  and  the  resultant  still  be 
Masonry,  then  his  admission  that  the  correctness  of  our  assumption 
as  to  the  source  from  which  all  the  alleged  Masonry  of  today  has 
been  derived  would  fully  justify  our  denunciation  of  the  act  of  rec- 
ognizing the  Mexican  grand  body,  is  unnecessary  and  unwarranted. 

This  brings  us  back  to  that  phase  of  the  discussion  to  which  we 
promised  to  recur.     Denying  the  correctness  of  our  position,  he  says: 

In  his  strictures  upon  these  acts  of  recognition.  Brother  Robbins, 
the  able  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence  of  Illi- 
nois, goes  even  so  far  as  to  assert  that  there  is  no  legitimate  Masonry 
existing  that  is  not  derived,  either  mediately  or  immediately,  from 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  We  would  fain  ask  him:  What  of  Ma- 
sonry before  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  was  formed?  Was  there 
no  Masonry  until  that  time?  If  there  was,  was  it  confined  exclusively 
to  England?  Whence  did  England  obtain  its  Masonry?  Was  it  in- 
digenous to  England,  originating  exclusively  there?  'Our  teachings 
are  all  to  the  contrary,  and  we  feel  warranted  in  believing  that  no 
student  of  the  history  and  antiquities  of  our  institution  will  at  this 
day  venture  such  an  assertion.  That  Masonry  existed,  not  only  in 
England,  but  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  indefinite  ages  before  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  was  formed,  is  not  only  the  general  belief 
of  the  fraternity,  but  it  is  the  ascertained  fact  of  history.  Out  of 
the  ages  that  Masonry  has  existed  has  been  evolved  the  axiom  that 
it  is  universal.  What  right  has  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  or  any 
one  in  its  behalf,  to  assert  that  no  legitimate  Masonry  exists  except 
it  trace  its  origin  from  a  point  of  time  which  in  comparison  with  its 
traditions  is  but  as  yesterday?  Every  assumption  of  the  institution 
postulates  its  origin  in  ages  unknown  and  its  character  as  universal. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  no  fountain  from  which  Masonry  has 
originally  sprung.  Its  fountains  are  elsewhere  and  in  regions  not  yet, 
and  probably  never  to  be,  explored.  So  far  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England  having  the  right  to  assert  its  own  exclusive  legitimacy, 
its  own  legitimacy  was  at  its  formation  open  to  criticism  from  the 
legitimate  Masonry  of  the  European  continent.  At  any  rate  the  test 
of  legitimacy  in  Masonry  is  not  its  traceability  to  an  English  Grand 
Lodge  origin.  The  test  is  rather  its  common  object,  attainable  by 
like  means  with  the  Masonry  we  know.  It  is  its  similarity  of  type, 
not  its  actually  known  line  of  descent. 

A  reference  to  the  sentence  of  ours  which  he  quoted  from  our  re- 
view of  New  York  and  which  we  have  reproduced  above,  will  show 
wherein  he  misstates  us.  We  did  not  say  "derived  from  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England,"  but  descended  from  the  Masonry  of  the  British  Isles. 

That  this  was  wholly  unintentional  on  his  part  we  could  readily 
believe,  even  if  we  did  not — as  we  certainly  do — consider  him  inca- 


194  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 


pable  of  willful  misrepresentation,  because  he  has  evidently  written 
very  carelessly  throughout  the  whole  paragraph  we  have  quoted. 
Reading  and  re-reading  it  carefully,  we  find  but  one  statement  in  the 
whole  paragraph  that  is  not  discredited  by  modern  historical  inves- 
tigation, and  that  is  the  statement,  occurring  in  two  forms,  that  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  is  no  fountain  from  which  Masonry  has  orig- 
inally sprung.  Original  Masonry  did  not  spring  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  England,  but  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  and  the  other  grand 
lodges  of  the  British  Isles  sprang  from  the  original  Masonry,  and  they 
absorbed  it  all. 

How  long  Masonry  may  have  existed  in  England  and  Scotland 
before  the  formation  of  the  first  grand  lodge  in  1717  may  be  still  an 
open  question;  but  so  far  from  its  being  an  ascertained  fact  of  his- 
tory that  it  existed  ages  before  that  time  elsewhere,  if  there  is  a 
scrap  of  evidence  that  a  lodge  of  Freemasons  existed  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe  one  hour  before,  or  indeed  until  it  had  been  planted 
there  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  the  leading  Masonic  students 
of  the  world  will  be  most  grateful  to  Bro.  Wait  if  he  will  produce  it. 
Since  men  ceased  to  write  histories  of  Masonry  from  their  imagina- 
tions, and  began  to  apply  to  the  study  of  the  fraternity  the  methods 
of  modern  historical  investigation,  there  has  been  left  no  room  for 
reasonable  doubt  that  Freemasonry  was  evolved  from  the  guild  sys- 
tem, with  which,  of  course,  it  has  many  features  in  common,  and  so 
far  as  we  know  there  is  not  a  scintilla  of  evidence  that  such  an  evo- 
lution took  place  anywhere  outside  of  Great  Britain. 

Nowhere  but  among  a  constitutionally  governed  people  could 
a  model  commonwealth,  stamped  with  a  polity  like  that  of  Free  and 
Accepted  Masonry,  which  makes  it  up  to  date  with  the  freest  of  rep- 
resentative governments  have  been  evolved;  and  nowhere  but  in  a 
country  that  had  been  swept  by  the  Reformation, 'could  have  been 
evolved  the  final  form  of  its  theological  or  religious  basis  whose  inclu- 
sive catholicity  gives  Masonry  today  its  only  valid  claim  to  univer- 
salit}'. 

That  Masonry  could  have  been  evolved  also  on  the  continent  of 
Europe  and  then  have  disappeared  so  completely  as  to  leave  no  trace 
behind  at  the  time  the  f raternit}^  took  on  its  completed  form  in  Great 
Britain,  is  most  improbable.  But  whether  such  an  evolution  took 
place  elsewhere  or  not  is  not  material,  for  if  it  did  the  product  was 
not  perpetuated. 

The  statement  which  our  brother  criticises  with  an  air  of  amaze- 
ment was  not  made  recklessh^,  but  deliberately,  with  the  knowledge 
that  its  facts  are  regarded  as  elementary  in  Masonic  scholarship  by 
the  leading  investigators  of  the  institution,  and  with  confidence  that 
their  investigations  are  not  likel}-  to  discredit  it. 
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NEW  JERSEY,  1896. 

109th  Annual.  Trenton.  Janctary  29. 

A  fine  steel  portrait  of  the  retiring  grand  master,  Charles 
Belcher,  graces  the  fly-leaf  of  the  New  Jersey  volume. 

The  diplomatic  corps  was  out  in  full  force,  JOSEPH  H.  Gaskell 
appearing  for  Illinois. 

A  large  number  of  distinguished  visitors,  grand  officers  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  including  the  grand  masters  of  both  of  those 
jurisdictions  were  present,  received  formal  welcome,  and  made  grace- 
ful acknowledgment. 

Prefacing  the  announcement  of  the  necrology  of  the  year,  Grand 
Master  Belcher  sa5's,  in  part: 

Who  are  the  absent?  The  entrance  to  the  tomb  is  never  closed, 
and  the  shadow  of  the  inevitable  rests  continually  in  the  presence  of 
life,  challenging  youth  and  age,  severing  ties  of  fraternity  and  con- 
sanguinity, making  waste  places  of  loving  hearts,  desolating  the 
hearthstone  and  draping  our  altar  in  the  habiliments  of  mourning.  It 
is  eminently  fitting,  before  engaging  in  the  matters  of  active  busi- 
ness, that  we  tender  to  the  fraternal  dead — those  who  have  passed 
from  among  us  to  attain  the  fruition  of  their  hopes,  such  graceful 
tributes  as  spring  from  loyal  and  loving  hearts,  and  tender  those 
bereft  our  heartfelt,  fraternal  symjjathjr. 

The  death  roll,  although  not  stretching  out  like  that  of  last  3rear, 
and,  unlike  that,  containing  the  name  of  only  one  who  had  held  official 
position  in  the  grand  lodge— Samuel  Fleischer,  who  was  instructor 
to  the  German  lodges  in  1878— is  yet  long  enough  to  attest  the  great 
age  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Jersey.  It  embraces  the  names  of 
twenty-seven  past  masters,  disclosing  the  ages  of  only  three— 65,  72, 
and  08  respectively. 

The  grand  master  reported  that  he  had  received  a  second  circu- 
lar letter  from  the  Grand  lodge  of  Wisconsin,  of  a  similar  nature  to' 
the  one  acted  upon  the  preceding  year  (pro^Dosing  a  new  regulation 
on  the  subject  of  Masonic  relief),  of  which  he  says: 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  Masonic  jurisprudence  so  clearly 
and  carefully  expressed  the  opinions  of  this  grand  lodge  on  the  sub- 
ject that  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  take  any  action  in  the  matter, 
and  simply  refer  to  it  as  a  communication,  the  receipt  of  which  de- 
serves public  acknowledgment,  but  the  subject  matter  can  not  con- 
sistently be  endorsed  or  complied  with. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  last  year  the  grand  lodge  confessed 
to  being  in  accord  with  Wisconsin  as  to  the  principal  involved  but  de- 
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dined  to  adopt  the  proposition  on  the  ground  of  its  unwilling'ness  to 
enter  into  anj^  compact  or  agreement  that  would  in  any  respect  limit 
the  independence  of  its  action  in  any  case.  This  year,  referring  to 
that  conclusion,  the  grand  lodge  accepted  the  conclusions  of  Grand 
Master  Belcher  as  its  own  respecting  its  proper  course  of  action. 

The  grand  master  seems  to  regard  the  following  incident  worth 
recording,  but  we  should  think  that  an  executive  whose  prerogative 
has  waxed  until  he  can  unmake  Masons  by  his  simple  fiat  would  find 
merely  making  Masons  at  sight  rather  tame  business: 

In  view  of  assurances  made  by  my  predecessor,  W.M.  Brother 
Durand,  which,  owing  to  physical  cares  and  press  of  official  duties,  he 
was  unable  to  fulfill,  I  was  requested  to  perform  a  ceremony  seldom 
witnessed  in  this  jurisdiction,  but  thoroughly  within  the  province  of 
the  grand  master — that  of  conferring  the  degrees  of  Masonry  at  sight. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  grand  master,  a  lodge  of  Master  Masons 
was  opened  in  the  rooms  of  Haddonfield  Lodge  No.  130,  on  the  evening 
of  February  2,  1895,  and  assisted  by  my  associate  and  subordinate 
grand  officers,  and  in  the  j^resence  of  a  number  of  past  grand  officers 
and  visiting  lorethren,  the  symbolic  degrees  of  Masonry  were  con- 
ferred upon  Mr.  William  Garrett  Moore,  a  resident  of  Haddonfield, 
N.  J.,  and  son  of  Worshipful  Brother  Henry  D.  Moore,  of  Haddonfield 
Lodge.  The  occasion  was  one  of  deep  interest  to  all  present.  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  brother  subsequently  affiliated  with  Haddonfield 
lodge,  atid  I  trust  that  he  will,  in  course  of  time,  become  an  active 
and  honored  member.  He  has  a  distinction  of  which  he  may  well  be 
proud,  and  in  his  after  life  may  look  back  with  peculiar  feelings  of 
pride  and  satisfaction  to  the  circumstances  and  ceremonies  attending 
Ills  Masonic  birth. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  account  to  indicate  that  the  fruit  of  this 
Masonic  Ceesarean  operation  might  not  have  been  born  into  the  fra- 
ternity in  the  natural  way  without  any  difficulty.  Such  an  advent  might 
have  been  less  spectacular,  but  we  hope  it  is  a  distinction  of  which  a 
New  Jersey  Mason  may  still  be  proud.  We  are  among  those  who  be- 
lieve in  the  dispensing  power  of  the  grand  master,  but  we  do  not  be- 
lieve that  the  possession  of  a  prerogative  ought  to- justify  to  the  mind 
of  its  possessor  its  unnecessary  exercise,  and,  as  we  have  before  inti- 
mated, in  a  jurisdiction  where  it  is  held  that  the  grand  master's  pre- 
rogative is  so  potent  that  it  can  make  what  is,  to  be  as  though  it 
never  had  been,  or,  in  other  words,  can  give  the  status  of  a  profane 
to  one  who  has  been  made  a  Mason,  such  exploitation  of  the  power 
ought  to  be  held  sufficient  by  every  body  therein — including  the  grand 
master — to  dissipate  any  fancied  necessity  of  such  paltry  exercise  of 
it  as  only  aims  to  achieve  what  is  so  obviously  possible  as  a  "making." 

The  office  of  grand  master  is  no  sinecure  in  New  Jersey.  The  law 
requires  that  under  certain  conditions  the  question  of  the  physical 
fitness  of  a  candidate  shall  be  submitted  to  the  executive  for  his  in- 
spection and  judgment.  Personally,  and  through  his  district  deputies, 
he  had  examined  thirty  candidates,  thirteen  of  which  were  decided  to 
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be  eligible  and  seventeen  ineligible  to  receive  the  degrees.  At  the 
rate  at  which  this  business  is  increasing  it  will  soon  be  necessary  to 
have  a  medical  director  attached  to  the  grand  master's  oflSce.  One 
case  in  which  the  master  of  a  lodge  neglected  to  make  the  personal 
examination  of  the  candidate  required  by  the  rule,  that  official's  sin 
found  him  out  by  the  subsequent  discovery  of  such  a  dismemberment 
as  required  the  submission  of  the  case  to  the  grand  master  for  an  ex- 
pert decision. 

Deeming  this  a  case  which  required  drastic  treatment,  although 
the  grand  master  felt  that  the  neglect  was  probablj^  unintentional,  he 
made  an  example  of  the  offender  by  suspending  him  from  the  functions 
of  his  office,  such  suspension  to  continue  until  after  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  his  lodge  should  have  given  it  a  new  master.  When  the  meeting 
came  the  lodge  perversely  re-elected  the  master,  although  the  latter 
had  been  assured'by  the  grand  master  that  in  the  absence  of  a  re- 
quest for  restoration — which  failed  to  accompany  his  tardy  acknowl- 
edgment of  wrong  doing —  he  would  not  be  eligible  for  re-election. 

A  declaration  that  the  election  was  irregular  and  void  and  a  sus- 
pension of  the  functions  of  the  lodge  during  the  will  of  the  grand 
master  followed  promptly  upon  this  apparently  defiant  act  and  brought 
out  the  fact  that  the  lodge  had  not  been  informed  by  the  suspended 
master  that  they  had  been  enjoined  from  re-electing  him.  The  dan- 
ger to  his  lodge  brought  the  master  to  his  knees  and  induced  him  to 
sue  for  restoration.  The  grand  master  then  relented,  restored  him 
to  the  position  from  which  he  had  been  suspended,  granted  a  dispen- 
sation for  an  election,  and  subsequently  installed  the  officers. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  which  was  a 
blanket  approval  of  the  grand  master's  action  in  the  case,  did  not 
meet  the  views  of  the  grand  lodge  and  they  were  permitted  to  with- 
draw their  recommendation  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  further  re- 
port. 

Their  final  report,  which  was  adopted,  was,  as  will  be  seen  below, 
in  the  nature  of  an  analytical  bill  of  particulars,  in  its  last  clause 
gave  the  grand  master's  prerogative  a  severe  wrench: 

1.  The  action  of  the  M.W.  grand  master  in  suspending  from  office 
the  worshipful  master  of  Harmony  Lodge  No.  23,  for  an  admitted 
breach  of  the  law  of  this  jurisdiction,  was  proper. 

2.  Such  suspension  existed,  by  its  express  terms,  until  the  election 
of  his  successor,  which  could  not  be  completed  until  the  result  of  the 
ballot  for  worshipful  master  had  been  announced. 

3.  Therefore,  all  votes  cast  by  the  members  of  Harmony  Lodge 
No.  23,  for  Worshipful  Brother  John  Q.  Warford,  on  December  19, 
1895,  were  knowingly  cast  for  him  while  under  suspension  for  a  Ma-- 
sonic  offence. 
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4.  The  act  of  voting  for  a  brother  regularly  suspended  for  a  Ma- 
sonic offence  during  the  term  of  such  suspension  can  be  nothing  less 
than  a  deliance  of  the  authority  which  inflicted  the  punishment,  a,nd 
can  not  be  permitted  in  Masonic  bodies. 

5.  Therefore,  the  voting  for  Worshipful  Brother  Warford  during 
the  term  of  his  suspension  was  an  unlawful  and  defiant  act  on  the  part 
of  the  members  of  Harmony  Lodge  No.  23,  which  justified  the  suspen- 
sion of  its  warrant. 

6.  An  unlawful  act  is  ineffectual  for  any  purpose.  No  right  can 
exist  which  has  such  an  act  for  its  foundation. 

7.  Therefore,  the  election  of  Worshipful  Brother  Warford  as 
worshipful  master  of  Harmonj'  Lodge  No.  23,  on  December  19,  1895, 
being  the  result  of  the  unlawful  acts  of  the  members  of  that  lodge, 
was  void. 

8.  The  power  of  the  M.W.  grand  master  to  restore  its  warrant  to 
Harmony  Lodge  and  direct  a  new  election  for  worshipful  master  can 
not  be  questioned. 

9.  The  election  and  qualification  of  the  remaining  officers  of  Har- 
mony Lodge  No.  23,  on  December  19,  1895,  was  regular,  and  they  be- 
came the  lawful  officers  of  that  lodge  in  the  several  stations  and 
places  to  which  they  had  been  elected,  and  the  M.W.  grand  master 
had  no  authority  to  annul  such  election,  nor  to  order  a  new  election 
for  the  stations  and  places  so  filled,  and  such  new  election  was  a 
nullity  and  conferred  no  authority  upon  the  brothers  chosen  thereat. 

In  the  following  case,  reported  b}'  the  grand  master,  it  was  held 
that  his  prerogative  had  been  over-strained: 

Lebanon  Lodge  No.  G,  having  failed  or  refused  to  grant  a  dimit  to 
Bro.  John  M.  Shannon,  upon  his  written  request  for  the  same  and 
payment  of  all  dues  to  the  lodge,  I  ordered  the  lodge,  unless  there 
were  good  reasons  for  preferring  charges  against  the  brother,  to  issue 
a  dimit  at  their  next  reguar  communication.  Inquiry  into  this  mat- 
ter had  convinced  me  that  there  was  a  lack  of  appreciation  of  Ma- 
sonic teachings  among  the  brethren  that  necessitated  an  order  to 
perform  a  duty  which  should  have  been  a  voluntary  act  upon  their 
part. 

The  jurisprudence  committee,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  grand 
lodge,  discriminatingly  says: 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that,  upon  the  case  as  stated 
by  that  lodge,  Worshipful  Brother  Shannon  was  entitled  to  a  dimit, 
and  in  refusing  it  the  lodge  rendered  itself  liable  to  discipline.  But 
your  committee  cannot  approve  the  action  of  the  M.W.  grand  master 
in  directing  such  dimit  to  be  issued. 

The  committee  agreed  with  the  grand  master  in  so  construing  the 
digest  that  the  vote  on  waiver  of  territorial  jurisdiction  should  not  be 
b}'  ballot,  but  the  grand  lodge  recommitted  the  matter  with  adverse 
instructions  and  subsequently  adopted  the  following  amended  report: 

Your  committee  on  Masonic  jurisprudence,  by  direction  of  the 
M.W.  grand  lodge,  would  report   as   follows:     The   vote  required  to 
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grant  permission  to  another  lodg'e  to  receive  and  act  upon  a  peti- 
tion of  an  unrejected  candidate  must  be  made  by  ballot;  this,  if 
adoiJted,  will  be  the  judgment  of  the  M.W.  grand  lodge,  and  not  of  its 
committee  on  Masonic  jurisprudence.  That  committee  still  adheres 
to  its  opinion  as  originally  expressed. 

The  following  shows  that  New  Jersey  has  taken  one  step — a  little 
one,  but  still  a  step— toward  the  Mississippi  plan  of  a  double-barreled 
executive: 

On  the  30th  of  January  I  received  a  petition  from  Glassboro  Lodge 
No.  85,  asking  for  concurrent  territorial  jurisdiction  with  Swedesboro 
Lodge  No.  157,  over  candidates  residing  in  the  town  of  MuUica  Hill, 
Gloucester  count3^  This  matter  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  of  lodges,  who  gave  the  case  their  usual  prompt 
consideration,  and  the  result  of  their  deliberations  was  communicated 
to  the  lodges. 

On  the  5th  of  September  I  received  a  request  from  Haledon  Lodge 
No.  169,  endorsed  by  Falls  City  Lodge  No.  82,  asking  that  the  territorial 
jurisdiction  of  these  lodges  over  candidates  residing  in  North  Paterson 
to  be  defined.  This,  also,  I  referred  to  the  proper  committee,  with 
the  result  mentioned  before.  The  report  of  this  committee  will  place 
the  matter  in  full  before  the  brethren  of  the  grand  lodge  for  adop- 
tion. This  committee  is  of  essential  service  to  the  grand  master,  and 
relieves  him  of  much  detail  and  annoyance,  and  as  constituted  at 
present,  can  and  has  done  efficient  service  to  the  lodges  interested  as 
well  as  to  the  grand  lodge. 

The  grand  master  does  not  look  favorably  upon  public  installa- 
tions, although  he  says  he  is  aware  that  the  custom  has  prevailed 
so  long  that  it  may  almost  be  regarded  as  a  landmark.  He  had  re- 
fused all  requests  for  dispensations  for  that  purpose,  because  he 
thinks  that  the  ceremonies  are  necessarily  shorn  of  some  of  their  im- 
pressiveness  by  the  presence  of  outsiders,  and  that  the  ritual  should 
be  regarded  as  a  portion  of  lodge  business. 

Following  precedent  he  had,  against  his  own  conception  of  pro- 
priety, granted  -permission  to  several  lodges  to  attend  divine  service 
in  Masonic  clothing.     He  says: 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  say  ought  against  or  endeavor  to  curtail 
these  churchly  duties  which  all  good  men  and  Masons  should  attend  to. 
They  never  should  be  neglected,  but  of  what  possible  spiritual  advan- 
tage can  it  be  to  be  clothed  with  the  distinguishing  emblems  of  the 
craft?  Is  it  not  engendered  by  a  desire  to  display  and  publish  our  con- 
nection with  the  fraternity,  and  is  such  display  in  consonance  with 
that  secrec}'  that  surrounds  our  forms  and  ceremonies'?  The  30th 
general  regulation  prohibits  any  but  funeral  processions  without  per- 
mission of  the  grand  master,  and  conveys  the  idea  that  such  proces- 
sions are  not  favored.  In  my  opinion  they  should  be  prohibited  by 
resolution  of  the  grand  lodge.  Religious  instruction  can  be  received 
without  the  accompaniment  of  squares,  levels,  and  plumbs,  and  divine 
truth  will  abide  in  the  heart  of  the  devout  Mason  with  as  great  power, 
relief,  and  fervor  in  their  absence  as  it  will  in  their  presence.  Realiz- 
ing that  such  was  the  case,  I  have,  during  the  latter  part  of  my  ad- 
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ministration,  invariably  refused  such  permission,  and  hope  that  the 
brethren  who  desire  to  pay  that  rational  homage  to  Deity  which  at 
once  constitutes  our  duty  and  happiness,  will  be  able  to  do  so  without 
wearing  any  distinguishing  emblems  of  the  fraternity  other  than  a 
pure  heart  and  charitable  spirit. 

These  matters  being  clearly  within  the  prerogative  of  the  grand 
master,  in  the  opinion  of  the  jurisprudence  committee  and  grand 
lodge  required  no  action. 

Later  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Hesolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  grand  lodge  that  the  public 
installation  of  officers  of  lodges  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  and  teach- 
ings of  the  fraternity  and  is  hereby  prohibited. 

Touching  the  Colorado  proposition  for  a  memorial  service  at  Mt. 
Vernon,  on  the  centenary  of  Washington's  death,  the  grand  lodge 
adopted  the  following  from  the  committee  on  jurisprudence: 

In  regard  'to  the  communication  from  the  M.W.  Grand  Lodge  of 
Colorado  your  committee  would  recommend  that  no  action  be  taken 
by  the  grand  lodge.  Thej^  do  not  believe  that  ft  would  be  proper  Ma- 
sonic courtesy  to  invade  the  jurisdictions  of  the  M.W.  grand  Lodge  of 
Virginia  and  the  District  of  Columbia  for  a  purpose  however  laudable 
in  itself.  New  Jersey  would  not  be  backward  in  taking  part  in  any 
ceremonies  in  honor  of  the  memor}^  of  Worshipful  Brother  George 
Washington  upon  receipt  of  an  invitation  from  the  M.W.  grand 
lodges  of  the  jurisdiction  in  whose  territory  such  ceremonies  must 
necessarily  take  place. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  finally  succeeded  in  letting  go 
of  Bro.  Jacob  Ringle's  proposition  that  New  Jersey  take  the  initia- 
tive in  an  endeavor  to  secure  the  holding  of  a  Masonic  congress  in 
London,  on  a  plan  that  would  make  it  the  equivalent  of  a  grand  lodge 
of  the  world,  first  sent  to  the  committee  in  1894.  They  are  now  dis- 
charged from  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  it  is  referred 
to  the  grand  master  for  correspondence  with  the  grand  master  of 
England  as  to  its  feasibility.  There  is  not  likely  to  be  much  ink 
wasted  over  the  matter. 

The  grand  lodge  ordered  a  warrant  for  a  new  lodge  at  Cape  May 
Court  House;  witnessed  an  exemplitication  of  the  work  in  the  three 
degrees;  concurred  in  the  grand  master's  rebuke  to  a  lodge  for  re- 
questing a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  over  an  individual  whose  petition 
for  the  degrees  it  had  not  yet  received,  as  it  did  also  in  his  recom- 
mendations that  the  grand  secretary's  salary  be  raised  to  •'i?2,000  and 
the  compensation  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  correspond- 
ence be  increased  to  $.300;  formally  welcomed  the  diplomatic  corps; 
ordered  a  jewel  for  the  retiring  grand  master,  and  indefinitely  post- 
poned the  following  resolution  presented  by  ten  of  the  members: 

Hesolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  the  grand  lodge  that  the  use  of 
robes  or  costumes  in  conferring  the  degrees  of  symbolic  Masonry  is  an 
innovation,  and  is  hereby  prohibited  in  this  jurisdiction. 
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George  W.  Fortmeyer,  of  East  Orange,  was  elected  grand  mas- 
ter: Thomas  H.  R.  Radway,  Trenton,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (235  pp.)  is  from  a  fresh  hand,  that 
of  Bro.  George  B.  Edwards,  whose  work  and  whose  spirit  insure  him 
a  warm  welcome  to  the  guild.  The  opening  sentences  of  his  review 
of  Illinois  for  1895,  give  an  idea  of  his  reflective  moods: 

In  the  month  of  the  unexj)ended  year,  when  its  glories  are  ascend- 
ent, and  the  great  attractive  force  of  light  and  heat,  in  his  mighty 
power,  holds  back  the  shaded  colorings  of  the  da.js  that  were  present, 
from  projecting  their  verdant  beaut}^  upon  the  brightness  of  the  in- 
stant life:  in  respite,  for  a  brevity,  from  the  lengthening  and  darken- 
ing shadows  of  winter,  permitting  continuance  of  jo}',  still  lingering 
in  the  heart,  to  bask  in  the  sunlight  of  hope.  At  this  season,  in  the 
city  beside  the  great  Michigan  water,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  as- 
sembled for  the  fifty-sixth  annual,  Bro.  Leroy  A.  Goddard  in  the  grand 
east. 

The  oration  of  Bro.  John  C.  Black,  which  he  speaks  of  as  covering 
a  large  range  of  thought, 'he  tersely  characterizes  as  "historic,  specu- 
lative, and  chiliastic."  Extracts  are  taken  from  the  address  of 
Grand  Master  Goddard,  the  reports  of  the  committees  on  jurispru- 
dence and  correspondence.  Prom  the  latter  he  quotes  quite  liberally, 
and  expresses  concurrence  in  our  views  of  the  Wisconsin  proposition 
as  stated  in  our  introductory  remarks. 


NEW  MEXICO,  1895. 

18th  Annual.  Albuquerque.  October  7. 

A  strikingly  fine  phototype  likeness  of  A.  H.  Morehead,  grand 
master  in  1889,  graces  the  fly  leaf  of  this  pamphlet,  and  a  similar 
portrait  of  F.  H.  Kent,  grand  master  in  1890,  constitutes  the  frontis- 
piece of  the  second  part.  There  is  also  a  cut  of  the  new  Masonic 
temple  at  East  Las  Vegas,  dedicated  by  Past  Grand  Master  Max 
Frost  on  the  24th  of  June.  Illinois  was  not  among  the  jurisdictions 
represented  at  the  annual  communication.  Bro.  Harvey  E.  Huston, 
who  presented  his  credentials  the  preceding  year,  died  during  the 
recess.  We  have  no  particulars,  only  the  mention  of  his  death  on 
May  4,  1895,  in  the  report  on  correspondence. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (.John  J.  Kelly)  is  a  strictly 
business  paper,  betokening  a  tranquil  condition  of  the  lodges,  and  an 
encouraging  amount  of  public  work. 
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The  evening  of  the  first  day  of  the  session  was  a  gala  night,  when 
the  new  hall  of  Temple  Lodge  No.  6,  in  the  building  recently  erected 
by  the  craft  at  Albuquerque  was  dedicated  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
mixed  audience  including  manj^  ladies. 

We  note  as  of  possible  interest  to  our  Maryland  brethren — who 
have  recently  been  discussing  the  subject — that  the  grand  lodge  was 
properly  at  labor,  not  at  refreshment,  during  the  ceremonies. 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  to  establish  a  mileage  and 
per  diem  system,  it  not  being  considered  feasible  in  the  face  of  the 
fact  that  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  income  of  the  grand  lodge  is  set 
aside  for  charitable  purposes  and  an  additional  ten  per  cent  pledged 
the  National  Masonic  Home  for  Consumptives  at  Santa  Fe,  in  the 
success  of  which  the  grand  lodge  still  seems  to  have  faith. 

The  committee  on  address  endorsed  the  principle  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin proposition,  but  when  the  report  was  adopted  the  clause  referring 
to  the  subject  was  excepted.  Subsequently  it  was  offered  in  substance 
by  Past  Grand  Master  Sporleder,  but  on  motion  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Frost,  action  was  deferred  for  a  year,  the  proposition  mean- 
while to  be  sent  to  the  lodges  for  instructions. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  one  new  lodge;  recognized  the  grand 
lodges  of  Oklahoma  and  Victoria;  sent  a  resolution  asking  for  the 
enactment  of  the  Missouri  statute  on  liquor  selling  to  the  committee 
on  revision  of  by-laws:  voted  to  meet  next  year  a.  Las  Vegas,  and 
adopted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  grand  lodge  instruct  the  masters  of  the  lodges 
throughout  this  jurisdiction  to  deliver  the  following  charges  to  all 
newly  raised  Master  Masons: 

"That  it  will  be  necessar}^  for  him  to  commit  to  memor}^  the  first 
section  of  the  master's  degree,  and  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
the  second  section." 

And  that  the  masters  be  requested  to  use  their  influence  in  this 
direction. 

Dr.  James  H.  Wroth  was  elected  grand  master:  Alpheus  A. 
Keen  re-elected  grand  secretary,  both  of  Albuquerque. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (87  pp.)  is  from  the  accustomed 
hand  of  Past  Grand  Master  Max  Frost,  who  gives  to  the  Illinois  pro- 
ceedings for  1895  a  very  generous  share  of  his  limited  space,  quoting 
the  grand  master  and  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  in  extenso  on 
the  Wisconsin  proposition,  and  from  the  latter  also  on  the  Mississippi 
rules,  and  reproducing  most  of  our  review  of  New  Mexico. 

Touching  our  criticism  of  the  decision  of  his  grand  lodge  that 
the  master  of  a  lodge  has  the  power  to  call  the  lodge  to  order  on  reg- 
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ular  meeting  nights  earlier  than  the  time  specified  in  the  by-laws,  he 
says: 

I  cannot  agree  with  Bro.  Bobbins.  While  in  the  one  case  there 
is  a  good  deal  in  his  position,  that  the  master  should  be  the  first  to 
scrupulously  carry  out  and  obey  the  by-laws,  still  there  are  certain 
inherent  powers  vested  in  the  master  and  amongst  these  is  certainly 
the  power  to  call  communications  at  such  times  as  he  deems  right 
and  proper.  The  master  can  be  punished  for  doing  what  Bro.  Rob- 
bins  asserts  had  been  done  in  Illinois,  but  the  power  to  call  communi- 
cations nevertheless  exists. 

The  power  of  the  master  to  call  special  meetings  is  not  denied; 
he  may  call  a  special  for  the  hours  preceding  the  regular  meeting  for 
work  if  he  so  desires,  but  our  objection  to  the  decision  was  that  it 
permitted  him  to  open  the  lodge  in  regular  meeting  earlier  than  the  hour 
specified  in  the  by-laws,  making  it  possible  to  dispose  of  business  he- 
fore  a  certain  hour,  which  the  provision  of  law  fixing  the  time  of 
meeting  assures  absent  members  shall  not  come  up  until  after  that 
hour. 

On  the  other  point  considered  by  us,  he  says: 

As  to  the  other,  I  differ  materially  from  Bro.  Bobbins.  The  New 
Mexico  law  compels  a  vote  upon  each  petition,  for  the  first,  second, 
and  third  degrees.  I  hold  with  Mackey,  that  an  Entered  Apprentice 
gains  no  right.  The  right  of  objection  and  black  ball,  if  he  applies 
for  the  second  degree,  exists  absolutely  and  without  question,  and  in 
my  own  limited  experience,  this  right  has  been  found  of  benefit  and 
good  to  the  craft.  There  is  nothing  in  our  obligations  demanding  or 
prescribing  that  we  are  bound  by  any  ties  whatsoever  to  an  Entered 
Apprentice,  or  he  to  us.  He  is  a  probationer  only  and  the  only  obli- 
gation he  assumes  is  the  one  of  secrecy,  and  no  Fellow  Craft  or  Mas- 
ter Mason  assumes  any  obligation  toward  an  Entered  Apprentice.  I 
believe  in  the  absolute  secrecy  of  the  ballot  and  the  unlimited  right 
of  objection  at  any  stage  before  the  obligation. 

Our  objection  on  the  score  of  equity  lies  as  much  against  the  in- 
novation of  a  ballot  for  each  degree  as  it  does  against  the  right  of 
summary  verbal  objection  to  advancement.  But  in  either  case — 
under  the  old  law  of  one  ballot  or  the  new  departure  of  a  ballot  for 
each  degree — the  ties  which  bind  him  to  us  as  an  entered  apprentice 
make  him  a  Mason,  and  entitle  him  to  be  dealt  with  as  a  brother 
and  not  as  a  profane.  He  has  acquired  the  rights  of  an  Entered  Ap- 
prentice, and  we  know  of  no  disciplinary  code  in  any  jurisdiction 
that  holds  in  terms  that  he  may  be  deprived  of  those  rights  without 
a  trial.  Yet  any  device,  whether  it  be  a  secret  ballot  or  the  equal 
power  of  summary  verbal  objection,  which  leaves  him  with  only  the 
simulacrum  of  a  right  instead  of  the  right  at  its  full  value,  works 
the  same  practical  deprivation  as  would  summary  expulsion.  One  is 
as  equitable  as  the  other,  and  if  Masonry  is  not  synonymous  with 
equity  between  Masons  in  their  purely  Masonic  relations  it  ought  to 
abdicate  the  field. 
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NEW  SOUTH  WALES,  1895. 

8th  Annual.  Sydney.  June  12. 

We  have  in  one  volume  the  proceeding's  of  this  grand  lodge  from 
June,  1894,  to  June,  1895. 

At  a  special  communication  held  August  23, 1894,  the  grand  master 
(Sir  Robert  Williak  Duff)  announced  the  appointment  of  W.  Bro, 
Sir  Joseph' Palmer  Abbott  as  pro  grand  master.  The  latter  was 
then  presented,  obligated,  invested,  and  proclaimed,  after  which  he 
was  saluted  after  the  ancient  custom. 

Among  the  apologies  for  absence  received  was  one  from  the  Rev. 
W.  S.  Frackelton,  Ph.  D.,  the  representative  of  Illinois. 

At  the  quarterly  communication  of  September  12,  the  grand  master 
and  pro  grand  master  were  both  absent,  and  the  grand  lodge  was 
opened  by  the  deputy  grand  master,  Thomas  E.  Spencer. 

The  board  of  general  purposes  reported  that  three  new  lodges  had 
been  opened  and  that  one  lodge  had  surrendered  its  charter,  and  took 
occasion  to  declare  incorrect  an  opinion  given  by  a  district  grand  in- 
spector of  workings  that  a  master  could  resign  his  mastership  during 
his  official  term,  inasmuch  as  a  master  is  bound  by  his  obligation  to 
continue  in  office  until  his  successor  has  been  elected  and  installed  in 
his  stead. 

A  special  report  of  the  board  providing  for  a  committee  on  for- 
eign correspondence  was  adopted.  The  committee,  consisting  of  five, 
is  elective  by  the  grand  lodge  out  of  ten  brethren  nominated  by  the 
board  of  general  purposes,  and  selects  its  own  chairman.  In  discus- 
ing  the  desirability  of  such  a  committee,  the  board  say: 

Your  board  have  not  considered,  and  do  not  wish  to  discuss,  the 
question  whether  it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  craft  that  a  supreme 
grand  lodge  should  be  formed  for  the  whole  of  the  Australasian  Col- 
onies: but  whether  that  be  so  or  not,  of  this  are  we  certain  that  it  is 
to  the  interest  of  the  craft  that  the  several  grand  lodges  throughout 
Australasia  should  be  brought  into  more  intimate  union  and  sympathy 
with  one  another,  so  that  not  only  may  there  be  as  much  uniformity 
as  possible  in  our  workings  and  rulings,  but  that  the  members  of  the 
craft  may  become  better  known  to  one  another,  if  not  personally  at 
least  by  reputation  and  report. 

"Masonry  is  intended  to  be  an  institution  homogeneous  and  the 
same  everywhere.  But  with  fully  one  hundred  grand  lodges,  each 
supreme  in  its  own  jurisdiction,  there  is  necessarily  a  tendency 
towards  a  diversity.     The  reports  on  foreign  correspondence  proiierly 
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take  notice  of  these  differences,  and  by  discussion  endeavor  to  pro- 
mote uniformity.  They  are  the  only  means  by  which  the  usages  and 
practices  of  different  jurisdictions  can  be  considered  and  discussed, 
and  the  correct  methods  sustained." 

The  reviewers  and  writers  on  foreign  correspondence  are  nearly 
all  men  of  great  culture  and  ability,  and  if  any  Mason  will  take  the 
trouble  to  carefully  study  and  digest  their  valuable  reports  he  cannot 
but  rise  from  their  perusal  with  a  wealth  of  Masonic  learning  and 
knowledge,  which  he  could  not  in  any  other  or  better  way  hope  to 
obtain.  It  has  been  truly  said,  that  for  clear,  forcible,  and  logical 
writing,  for  depth  of  thought  and  for  literary  skill,  the  American 
writers  of  the  craft  take  foremost  place  amongst  the  literary  men  of 
the  time. 

Deputy  Grand  Master  Spencer  again  presided  at  the  quarterly 
communication  of  December  12. 

The  board  of  general  purposes  reported  one  new  lodge  opened,  and 

that  after  a  lengthened  debate  it  had  been  resolved  that  tenders  be 

called  for  printing  another  edition  of  the  rituals,  to  consist  of  one 

'thousand  copies.     In  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  grand  lodge 

we  are  sorry  to  find  the  following: 

The  motion  standing  in  the  name  of  V.W.  Bro.  Donnelly  Fisher 
against  the  printing  of  another  edition  of  the  rituals  was  considered 
with  Clause  VIII.  of  the  Report  of  the  Board  of  General  Purposes, 
recommending  the  printing  of  same,  and  after  very  full  discussion 
was  lost,  and  the  recommendation  of  the  board  upheld. 

At  this  session  the  newly  created  committee  on  correspondence 
was  elected.  Among  the  brethren  nominated  by  the  board  of  general 
purposes  was  Bro.  Frackelton,  our  representative,  but  he  declined 
to  be  a  candidate. 

The  grand  lodge  sustained  the  decision  of  the  board  in  the  follow- 
ing case: 

This  was  an  appeal  by  Bro.  .lames  Joseph  of  Lodge  La  Stella  d' 
Italia,  No.  200,  against  the  action  of  that  lodge  in  investing  a  brother 
as  senior  warden  before  the  minutes  relating  to  such  election  had  been 
confirmed.  The  papers  showed  that  Bro.  Joseph  had  been  elected  as 
senior  warden  of  the  lodge^but  that  the  minute  relating  to  his  elec- 
tion was  not  confirmed  at  tne  next  regular  meeting,  and  the  lodge  at 
once  proceeded  to  elect  a  brother  to  the  position,  and  that  brother  so 
elected  was  invested  by  the  worshipful  master  as  senior  warden  on  the 
same  evening;  Bro.  Joseph  appealed  against  such  investure,  until  the 
second  election  of  the  senior  warden  was  confirmed.  The  board  re- 
.solved  "That  the  appeal  be  dismissed."  Bro.  Joseph  has  appealed  to 
the  grand  lodge  against  the  decision  of  the  board. 

In  American  lodges  the  custom  of  investing  the  officers  the  same 
evening  is  quite  general,  but  whether  they  had  been  installed  or  not 
when  the  minutes  came  up  for  confirmation  at  a  subsequent  meeting, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  the  lodge  to  oust  an  officer  elect  by  refus- 
ing to  confirm  the  minute  of  his  election.    If  that  minute  reflected  an 
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undeniable  fact,  it  would  require  the  intervention  of  the  grand  master 
to  set  the  election  aside. 

At  the  quarterly  of  March  1.3,  1895,  among  the  apologies  received 
for  absence,  was  that  of  the  pro  grand  master;  and  Deputy  Grand 
Master  Spencer  who  presided  announced  the  illness  of  the  grand 
master,  and  from  the  chair  moved  a  message  of  sympathy  and  fra- 
ternal greeting. 

On  the  report  of  the  board  of  general  purposes  a  lodge  was  ad- 
monished for  having  initiated  a  candidate  whose  "place  of  abode" 
was  not  on  the  circular  convening  the  meeting. 

A  memorial  tablet  to  the  late  Rev.  Canon  D'Akcy  Irvin,  past 
grand  chaplain,  was  ordered  erected  in  the  grand  lodge  room. 

The  illness  of  the  grand  master  proved  fatal,  and  at  a  special 
communication  held  March  21  the  grand  lodge  met  in  a  room  draped 
in  the  habiliments  of  mourning.  Deputy  Grand  Master  Spencer  in 
announcing  his  death  from  the  chair  said  of  his  Masonic  record: 

Our  late  lamented  grand  master,  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Sir 
Robert  Duff  did  not  come  amongst  us  as  a  stranger,  but  as  an  old  and 
distinguished  brother  Freemason.  Our  esteemed  brother  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Provincial  Grand  Lodge  of  Kincardineshire,  and 
he  was  nominated  by  Most  Worshipful  Brother  Lord  Kintore,  after- 
wards the  grand  master  of  'South  Australia,  to  be  Provincial  Grand 
Master  Depute  of  Kincardineshire,  on  account  of  his  long  official  con- 
nection with  Freemasonry  in  Banffshire. 

An  address  of  condolence  to  Lady  Duff  and  family  was  ordered. 

At  a  special  communication  on  June  11,  the  deputy  grand  master 
in  the  chair,  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  nominated.  The 
pro  grand  master,  Sir  Joseph  Palmer  Abbott,  was  nominated  for 
grand  master,  and  there  being  no  other  nomination,  this  made  him 
grand  master  elect.  For  offices  which  were  contested  the  election 
was  by  ballot  at  the  quarterlj-  held  the  next  da}^,  with  Deputj^  Grand 
Master  Spencer  in  the  chair. 

The  board  of  general  x")urposes  reportetl  having  recommended  the 
grand  master  to  issue  warrants  on  two  applications  for  new  lodges, 
and  that  one  warrant  had  been  surrendered.  The  action  of  the  board 
in  the  following  matter  received  the  sanction  of  the  grand  lodge: 

6.  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand. — A  letter  was  received  from 
this  grand  lodge,  stating  that  the}'  had  been  asked  to  grant  a  warrant . 
for  a  new  lodge  at  Tonga,  but  they  would  not  do  so.  if  the  Australasian 
Grand  Lodges  did  not  acquiesce:  the  board  resolved  to  recommend  to 
the  grand  lodge  to  otter  no  objection  to  the  i^roposition  of  the  grand 
lodge  of  New  Zealand. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence,  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee.  Grand  Registrar  Donnelly  Fisher,  was 
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submitted  and  adopted.  This  is  to  be  distinguished  from  the  review 
of  the  proceedings  of  other  grand  lodges,  which,  like  the  American 
reports,  after  which  it  is  patterned,  reflects  only  the  views  of  the 
committee. 

Bro.  Fisher  speaks  of  questions  which  divide  American  writers 
that  are  not  of  practical  interest  to  the  brethren  of  his  jurisdiction: 

The  committee  refer  to  such  subjects  as  perpetual  jurisdiction^ 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  lodges  over  candidates,  and  the  ballot 
ing  for  candidates  before  being  passed  and  raised  to  the  second  and 
third  degrees.  In  consequence  of  Masonic  law  as  administered  in 
New  South  Wales  differing  in  many  material  points  from  Masonic 
law  as  administered  generally  throughout  the  United  States  and  Can- 
ada, many  of  the  decisions  of  the  American  grand  jn asters  and  Amer- 
ican grand  lodges  are  of  necessity  of  little  moment  to  the  brethren  of 
our  grand  lodge.  The  committee  have,  however,  noticed  in  their  re- 
view such  as  in  their  opinion  will  be  either  of  interest  or  use  to  the 
brethren. 

It  is  not  unlikely  that  in  time,  when  the  contact  of  the  Austra- 
lasian grand  lodges  becomes  closer  than  it  is  now,  the  jurisdictional 
questions  may  grow  into  greater  prominence. 

He  suggests  the  adoption  of  the  necrological  feature  of  American 
grand  lodge  reports,  and  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  forming 
a  general  Masonic  relief  association  among  the  Australasian  grand 
lodges,  on  the  plan  of  the  General  Masonic  Relief  Association  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada. 

The  address  of  the  deputy  grand  master  referred  to  the  existence 
of  certain  irregular  bodies  in  Sydney,  calling  themselves  Masonic 
lodges  which  some  regular  brethren  were  reported  to  have  visited. 
He  says: 

I  would  remind  the  brethren  that  two  qualifications  are  essen- 
tially requisite,  to  enable  a  regular  Masonic  lodge  to  exist  in  N.S.W.; 
the  one  is,  a  warrant  granted  by  this  grand  lodge,  and  the  other,  that 
the  lodge  should  be  regularly  registered,  and  pay  to  this  grand  lodge 
the  dues  as  set  forth  in  the  Book  of  Constitutions.  (See  clauses  65  to 
70,  and  192  B.  of  C.)  Any  body  failing  to  do  either  the  one  or  the  other 
is  an  irregular  body,  and  should  a  brother  of  our  order  visit  any  such 
body  as  a  Mason,  he  would,  if  his  conduct  were  brought  under  the 
notice  of  the  board  of  general  purposes,  render  himself  liable  to  be 
severely  dealt  with  for  a  breach  of  No.  13  of  the  Ancient  Charges. 

On  another  subject  he  has  these  prudent  suggestions: 

Several  dispensations  have  been  applied  for  and  granted,  for  the 
brethren  to  attend  church  services  clothed  in  regalia.  These  services 
have  invariably  been  a  marked  success,  and  several  eloquent  Masonic 
sermons  have  been  preached.  I  have  not,  however,  lost  sight  of  the 
fact  that  our  institution  has  been  able  in  the  past  to  survive  the  con- 
vulsions that  have  destroyed  nations  and  dethroned  kings,  mainly 
because  we  have  avoided  political  and  religious  controversy  in  our 
lodges.     With  regard  to  the  religious  services  already  held  by  our 
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brethren,  no  such  controversy  has  arisen,  1)ut  it  is  easy  to  see  that  in 
a  society,  such  as  ours,  composed  of  men  representing  every  shade  of 
religious  opinion,  such  a  controversy  might  at  any  time  arise.  I  have 
therefore  instructed  the  grand  secretary  that  no  dispensation  will  be 
granted  by  me,  for  the  wearing'  of  regalia  at  any  religious  ceremon}-, 
unless  an  assurance  is  received  that  the  brethren  of  the  lodge  apply- 
ing for  such  dispensation  are  unanimous  in  their  desire  that  it  should 
be  granted. 

The  district  deputy  grand  master  of  the  English  constitution  at 
Bombay,  W.  Bro.  Isaac  Mann  Shields,  was  formally  welcomed  as  a 
visitor;  acknowledgments  were  received  from  Lady  Duff  for  the 
sympath}^  expressed  in  the  address  referred  to  above,  and  it  was 
agreed  to  let  the  annual  ball  of  the  Freemasons'  Benevolent  Institute 
take  the  place  of  the  annual  festival  of  the  grand  lodge. 

At  a  special  communication  held  July  1,  the  Hon.  Sir  Joseph 
Palmer  Abbott,  K.C.M.G.,  M.P.,  was  proclaimed  grand  master. 
The  following  from  his  brief  address  gives  some  idea  of  the  solid  foot- 
ing of  the  craft  in  New  South  Wales: 

The  United  Grand  Lodge  of  New  South  Wales  was  formed  in  June, 
1888,  by  the  union  of  the  grand  lodge  of  New  South  Wales  and  the 
district  grand  lodges  of  England  and  Scotland.  The  united  grand 
lodge  thus  formed  had  185  lodges  on  its  roll,  but  as  many  of  the  coun- 
try districts  had  lodges  working  under  two  or  three  of  the  former 
constitutions,  the  union  gave  an  opportunity  for  the  amalgamation 
of  lodges  which  was  largely  taken  advantage  of,  and  although  this 
actually  increased  the  strength  of  the  lodges  it  reduced  the  number 
of  lodges  considerably.  Since  then  there  had  been  opened  i2  new 
lodges,  and  the  total  number  of  lodges  now  on  the  roll  of  this  grand 
lodge  was  197.  The  benevolent  fund  has  been  increased  since  the  first 
audit  of  accounts  in  1889  from  £2,535  to  £6, 167,  and  the  income  of 
grand  lodge  has  increased  from  £1,200  to  £1,800  a  5-ear.  The  Free- 
masons' Benevolent  Institute,  for  old  and  infirm  brethren,  their  wives 
or  widows,  has  been  reorganized  since  the  union,  and  is  doing  a  great 
work,  which  is  onl}'  in  its  infancy  and  deserves  the  support  of  the 
brethren, — there  is  £'5,000  to  the  credit  of  this  fund.  There  is  a  Ma- 
sonic scholarship  in  connection  with  the  Sydney  University,  which 
entitles  the  holder  to  £50  a  year  for  three  years.  The  Australian 
Freemasons'  Orphan  Societ}-,  which  was  formed  by  the  lodges  under 
the  district  grand  lodge  of  England,  and  which  had  £15.000  to  its 
credit  at  the  formation  of  this  grand  lodge,  has  continued  its  onward 
and  upward  course,  and  has  now  upwards  of  £20.000  to  the  credit  of 
its  funds,  and  supports  18  orphans  who  receive  £26  a  3'ear  each. 

Arthur  H.  Bray,  of  Sydney  (Masonic  Hall,  Castlereagh  St.,) 
was  again  installed  as  grand  secretary. 

The  review  of  foreign  correspondence  is  signed  b}'  all  the  commit- 
tee, but  is  presumably  the  work  of  Donnelly  Fisher,  grand  regis- 
trar, who  has  compressed  a  notice  of  forty  grand  lodges  into  fifty-five 
interesting  pages.  Of  his  own  work — which  needs  no  apologies— he  saj's: 

It  was  with  no  slight  sense  of  our  inabilitj^  to  do  justice  to  the 
work  committed  to  us  by  our  brethren,  that  we  entered  upon  the 
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preparation  of  this  our  first  review  on  foreign  correspondence.  In- 
deed, if  we  had  not  been  fully  impressed  with  the  view  that  it  was 
highly  desirable,  in  the  interests  of  the  order  in  New  South  Wales, 
that  our  grand  lodge  should  follow  the  example  of  other  grand  lodges 
in  presenting  to  their  members  an  annual  report  on  foreign  corres- 
pondence, we  should  have  hesitated  before  undertaking  the  task. 

The  brethren  of  our  own  jurisdiction  will,  we  know,  give  us  credit 
for  having  done  our  best  in  the  short  time  at  our  disposal,  and  will 
overlook  those  mistakes  and  shortcomings  which  must  necessarily 
result  from  want  of  experience  and  skill.  If,  however,  our  efforts 
should  result  in  directing  the  attention  of  some  of  our  brethren  to 
those  many  valuable  and  instructive  reports,  which  are  issued  by 
several  of  the  American  grand  lodges,  and  thereby  perchance  create 
in  them  a  desire  for  a  knowledge  of  the  science  of  Freemasonry,  we 
shall  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  result  of  our  labors. 

Illinois  for  1894  receives  comprehensive  notice,  at  the  close  of 
which  he  says:, 

In  the  appendix  there  are  copious  extracts  from  the  foreign  cor- 
respondence of  the  year,  in  which  we  regret  to  note  the  absence  of 
any  from  New  South  Wales,  a  fact  for  which  our  grand  secretary  is 
wholly  unable  to  account,  as  the  reports  have  been  regularly  posted. 

We  share  his  regret  at  the  absence  of  the  New  South  Wales  pro- 
ceedings for  that  year,  and  are  grateful  for  the  better  luck  we  have 
since  had.  In  closing  our  notice  for  this  year  we  desire  to  emphasize 
our  welcome  to  Bro.  Fisher  as  the  pioneer  of  the  corps  of  brilliant 
writers,  which  we  feel  sure  will  grow  up  under  the  Southern  Cross. 


N'EW  YORK,  1896. 

115th  Annual.  New  York.  June  2. 

The  fly  leaves  of  the  New  York  volume  bear  steel  portraits  of 
Grand  Master  John  Stewart  and  of  Oscar  Coles. 

Fift3^-four  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented,  Illinois  by  Wil- 
liam D.  Critcherson. 

Deputy  Grand  Master  Kelly  and  Junior  Grand  Warden  Wagner, 
of  Pennsylvania:  Grand  Master  Fortmeyer  and  Past  Grand  Masters 
Wallis,  Congdon,  Moore,  Tilden,  Durand,  and  Belcher,  of  New 
Jersey,  were  guests  of  the  occasion. 

Grand  Master  Stewart  paid  a  graceful  tribute  to  the  dead  of  the 
year — Edward  B.  Harper,  president  of  the  trustees  of  the  Masonic 
hall  and  asylum  fund;  .John  Hodge,  past  grand  master;  Ely  S.  Par- 
ker, past  grand  orator  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  the  first  master 
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of  Akron  Lodge  No.  527,  Jv'ew  York,  and  a  member  of  that  lodge  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  a  full  blooded  Indian,  a  grand-nephew  of  Red 
Jacket,  a  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe  and  titular  king  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions, whose  eloquent  words  will  be  remembered  by  all  who  partici- 
pated in  the  semi-centennial  celebration  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois; 
Charles  H.  Hall,  past  grand  chaplain;  Herman  G.  Carter,  past 
grand  librarian:  Samuel  C.  Seaman,  Stephen  L.  Stillman,  Samuel 
W.  Johnson,  Charles  W.  Jackson,  William  S.  Duryea,  Henry  C- 
Banks,  and  Claud  Wilson,  past  district  deput}-  grand  masters; 
William  H.  Corsa,  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Georgia, 
and  John  F.  Collins,  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South 
Australia. 

Among  the  dispensations  granted  was  one  to  a  lodge  to  continue 
work  whose  charter  had  been  stolen  from  a  safe  blown  open  by  burg- 
lars, a  loss  that  would  not  in  Illinois  have  necessitated  an  interruption 
of  the  labors  of  the  lodge. 

The  coincidence  of  a  European  tour  on  the  part  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Burnham  with  the  celebration  of  the  millennial  anniversary 
of  the  establishment  of  the  Hungarian  kingdom,  enabled  the  grand 
master  to  designate  a  distinguished  representative  from  New  York 
for  that  occasion,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  "Symbolic 
Grand  Lodge  of  Hungary,"  a  body  with  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  York,  the  Grand  Orient  of  France  and  one  or  two  other  govern- 
ing bodies  are  enjoying  fraternal  relations. 

The  revised  constitution  and  statutes  favorably  acted  vipon  last 
year,  were  further  amended  and  finally  adopted.  Touching  certain 
offices  the  constitution  provides: 

When  the  grand  master  shall  be  chosen  from  the  cit^-  of  New  York 
or  Long  Island,  the  deputy  grand  master  shall  be  chosen  from  some 
other  portion  of  the  state:  and  when  the  grand  master  shall  be  chosen 
from  any  portion  of  the  state  other  than  the  city  of  New  York  and 
Long  Island,  the  deputv  grand  master  must  be  chosen  from  the  said 
cit}'  or  island.  The  grand  treasurer  and  grand  secretar}^  shall  be 
chosen  from  said  city  or  island.  The  senior  grand  warden  and  junior 
grand  warden  shall  be  chosen  from  some  part  of  the  state  other  than 
the  said  citj'  and  island. 

A  residence  of  four  months  immediateh-  preceding  such  election 
shall  be  required  to  comply  with  this  section. 

The  commission  of  revision  was  continued  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
vising the  ''code  of  procedure.'" 

The  trustees  of  the  hall  and  asylum  fund  were  last  year  author- 
ized to  enlarge  the  Home  building  at  Utica.  the  changes  then  contem- 
plated embracing  an  extension  of  one  of  the  wings,  but  reflection 
induced  a  wise  departure: 

Our  experience  has  demonstrated  that  it  is  not  feasible  to  continue 
for  any  considerable  time  a  population  of  men,  women,  and  children 
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as  one  household  living'  under  one  roof,  it  being  an  unhealthy  atmos- 
phere for  children  to  be  reared  in  constant  daily  contact  with  those 
who  have  been  so  unfortunate  in  life  that  they  are  not  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  The  trustees,  therefore,  were  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  the  proposed  plan  should  be  so  far  modified  that  the 
building  of  the  hospital  and  the  extension  of  the  east  wing  should  be 
deferred  for  the  present,  and  in  lieu  thereof  there  should  be  erected 
an  entirely  separate  building,  connected  by  a  corridor  with  the  main 
building,  and  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  maintenance,  education, 
and  training  of  children,  the  building  to  be  known  as  the  "Memorial 
Building  for  Children,"  and  in  memory  of  such  persons  who  have,  or 
may  hereafter,  by  legacy  or  gift,  contribute  the  funds  required  for 
its  completion. 

Of  the  aggregate  and  per  capita  cost  of  maintenance,  the  trustees 
say: 

For  the  year  1894-95  the  total  current  expenses,  including  house 
repairs,  farm,  and  barn,  were  S28, 019.54:  the  average  number  of  in- 
mates being  101,  representing  a.  per  capita  cost  of  $276.32  per  annum, 
or  $5.31  per  week. 

For  the  3'ear  1895-96  these  items  are  reported  to  amount  to  $28,- 
653.48:  the  average  number  of  inmates  being  135,  representing  a  per 
capita  cost  of  $^212.25  per  annum,  or  J54.08  per  week.  This  shows  a  re- 
duction of  $64.07  per  annum,  or  $1.23  per  week,  in  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance. 

They  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  minimum  of  cost  has  not  yet 
been  reached. 

The  trustees  foresee  the  necessity  of  securing  an  amendment  of 
the  lav/  incorporating  the  trustees,  enlarging  their  property-holding 
power  to  $5,000,000,  and  also  to  secure  to  wives  as  well  as  widows  the 
legal  right  to  enjoy  this  charity.     The  committee  say: 

There  are  now  thirteen  wives  living  with  their  husbands  in  the 
Home.  There  being  no  statutory  authority  for  their  reception  as 
beneficiaries,  and  the  cruelty  and  injustice  of  separating  worthy 
couples,  both  alike  indigent  and  dependent,  being  manifest,  the  clear 
oversight  of  the  statute  has  been  met  by  the  trustees  by  receiving 
this  class  as  emplo3''ees,  without  compensation  for  services  other  than 
their  maintenance  and  care. 

The  jurisprudence  committee  had  but  one  subject  before  them, 
but  this  they  made  broad  enough  to  serve  as  the  basis  for  a  most  ex- 
traordinary report,  so  extraordinary  that  we  copy  it  entire: 

The  standing  committee  on  jurisprudence  would  respectfully  re- 
port that  two  applications  have  been  referred  to  them,  viz.: 

One  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Chili  and  one  from  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  San  Domingo,  each  applying  for  recognition  and  an  exchange  of 
representatives. 

Your  committee  report  that  it  is  the  settled  policy  of  this  grand 
lodge  to  decline  a  recognition  and  exchange  of  representatives  with 
any  but  independent  grand  lodges  of  Symbolic  Masonry,  wholly  inde- 
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pendent  of  and  not  under  the  control  of  any  other  body  of  Freema- 
sonry, whether  of  the  York  or  Scottish  Rite. 

The  papers  presented  to  your  committee  do  not  furnish  sufficient 
•evidence  that  either  of  these  g'rand  lodges  seeking  recognition  (both 
of  Scottish  Rite  origin  and  originally  receiving  their  authority  from 
and  being  under  the  control  of  a  supreme  council  of  the  A.A.S.  Rite) 
have  separated  therefrom,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  supreme  coun- 
-cil  become  independent  of  and  taken  entire  control  of  the  three  sj^m- 
bolic  degrees.  We  do  not  question  the  right  of  supreme  councils  of 
the  A.A.S.  Rite  to  control  and  confer  the  first  three  symbolic  degrees 
in  all  countries  where  that  is  the  dominant  rite,  and  we  recognize 
Master  Masons  made  under  that  authority  as  regular,  and  as  much 
entitled  to  ovir  regard  and  recognition  as  if  made  under  our  authority, 
but  until  the  supreme  council  has  relinquished  its  authority  over  the 
three  symbolic  degrees  (as  has  been  done  in  this  and  other  jurisdic- 
tions), and  the  control  of  the  three  symbolic  degrees  has  been  rel- 
egated to  symbolic  grand  lodges  entirely  independent  of  other 
-authority,  we  cannot  recognize  the  grand  lodge  organization. 

Until  we  have  full  information  as  to  their  organization  and  copies 
of  their  present  constitutions,  we  cannot  intelligently  report  to  you, 
or  recommend  anj'  action  other  than  to  decline  an  exchange  of  repre- 
sentatives with  either  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Chili  or  San  Domingo. 

At  the  same  time,  Ave  do  not  question  the  legitimacy  of  any  brother 
made  a  Master  Mason  in  a  lodge  created  by  a  supreme  council  in  any 
country  where  the  A.  and  A.  Rite  is  the  dominant  rite.  He  is  as  reg- 
ular as  anj  made  in  either  New  York  or  Pennsylvania.  "The  bodies 
of  the  York  Rite  do  not  embrace  the  whole  of  Free  and  Accepted 
Freemasonry."' 

Masonry  is  recognized  throughout  the  world  as  just  as  legitimate 
in  all  countries  where  the  three  symbolic  degrees  are  controlled  and 
■conferred  by  the  bodies  of  the  Scottish  Rite  as  it  is  in  this  country, 
w^here  they  are  solely  under  the  control  of  the  York  Rite.  Whichever 
rite  is  the  dominant  rite  in  any  country  has  control  of  the  symbolic 
degrees  by  full  consent  of  all,  and  until  the  supreme  councils  in  those 
countries  relinquish  control  of  the  first  three  degrees  to  indeiiendent 
grand  lodges,  we  should  recognize  all  Master  Masons  made  under  their 
authority,  and  allow  them  to  visit  and  affiliate  with  our  lodges  under 
the  same  Masonic  restrictions  as  if  made  in  lodges  of  the  York  Rite. 

The  only  exception  to  this  rule  is.  Masons  hailing  from  the  athe- 
istic Grand  Orient  of  France  are  debarred  by  the  edicts  of  this  grand 
lodge,  and  cannot  be  recognized  as  legitimate  under  any  circum- 
stances. 

Master  Masons  hailing  from  lodges  under  the  obedience  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  France  are  not  under  this  ban,  as  the}^  are  entirely 
independent  of  and  antagonistic  to  the  atheistic  doctrines  of  the 
grand  orient. 

We  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

Jicsnlvcd,  That  the  applications  of  the  Grand  Lodges  of  Chili  and 
San  Domingo  for  recognition  and  exchange  of  representatives  be  de- 
nied, until  we  have  definite  information  as  to  their  present  status  as 
independent  grand  lodges  of  Symbolic  Masonr}-. 
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Besolved,  That  we  fully  recognize  the  legitimacy  of  Master  Masons 
made  in  lodges  of  the  A.  and  A.  Rite  in  countries  where  that  is  the 
dominant  rite,  and  welcome  them  to  the  right  of  visitation  and  affili- 
ation under  the  usual  Masonic  restrictions,  the  same  as  if  made  in 
lodges  of  our  obedience,  those  of  the  obedience  of  the  Grand  Orient  of 
France  alone  excepted. 

If  the  right  of  the  supreme  councils  of  the  Scottish  Rite  to  con- 
trol and  confer  the  first  three  degrees  of  Masonry  in  Chili  or  San 
Domingo  is  unquestioned,  and  the  products  of  their  work  as  regular 
and  as  much  entitled  to  recognition  as  Master  Masons  as  if  made  such 
under  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York,  then  in  the 
name  of  common  sense,  by  what  right  does  New  York  ask  the  supreme 
councils  to  relinquish  the  control  of  the  symbolic  degrees'?  Why  is  it 
desirable  to  relegate  the  control  of  these  degrees  to  symbolic  grand 
lodges  when,  as  the  New  York  committee  hastens  out  of  their  way  to 
admit,  such  transfer  can  add  nothing  to  the  regularity  of  the  bodies 
in  which  they  are  conferred?  When  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York 
at  its  one  hundred  and  fifteenth  annual  communication  confesses  that 
it  is  enjoying  some  portion  of  the  "supreme  and  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  all  matters  of  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  within  the  territorial  lim- 
its of  the  state  of  New  York"  which  its  constitution  now  declares  it 
to  possess,  because  it  has  been  "relinquished"  to  it  by  some  one  of  a 
brood  of  supreme  councils  the  oldest  of  which  is  only  ninety-four 
years  old,  gratitude  and  modesty  alike  suggest  that  it  should  refrain 
from  the  implication  that  its  form  of  control  over  the  symbolic  de- 
grees is  superior  to  the  confessedly  equally  regular  plan  prevailing 
where  the  Scottish  Rite  is  "dominant." 

Modesty  would  be  becoming,  too,  in  the  New  York  committee, 
when  they  undertake  to  settle  by  a  simple  declaration,  without  adduc- 
ing any  proof  whatever,  that  those  hailing  as  Masons  under  the  obedi- 
ence of  the  Supreme  Council  of  France  are  not  under  the  ban  laid  on 
the  Grand  Orient  of  France  and  its  constituents  by  the  grand  lodges 
of  the  world.  Their  recent  mad  haste  in  vouching  for  the  re  gular  and 
orthodox  character  of  Mexican  Masonry  in  the  face  of  charges,  sub- 
sequently proven  to  be  true,  of  practices  of  the  most  revolutionary 
character,  will  suggest  to  that  large  portion  of  the  Masonic  world 
which  has  been  accustomed  to  defer  to  their  erudition,  their  supposed 
superior  opportunities  for  information  and  their  loyalty  to  genuine 
Masonry,  that  it  is  well  to  wait  for  the  evidence  before  accepting  the 
implication  of  the  committee  that  Masons  of  the  obedience  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  France  are  not  associated  through  their  membership 
in  this  lily-white  supreme  council  for  the  orthodoxy  of  whose  lodges 
they  are  so  swift  to  avouch. 

In  view  of  recent  history  it  is  quite  superfluous  for  the  committee, 
speaking  for  themselves,  to  say  that  they  do  not  question  the  legiti- 
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mac3'  of  any  brother  made  a  Master  Mason  in  a  lodge  created  by  a 
supreme  council;  indeed  they  do  not  seem  inclined  to  question  any- 
thing- that  can  be  made  to  dispute  the  primacy  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry,  but  they  are  not  warranted  in  assuming  to  speak  for  the 
whole  craft.  They  are  not  warranted  from  any  point  of  view  in  say- 
ing that  "Masonry  is  recognized  throughout  the  world  as  just  as 
legitimate  in  all  countries  where  the  three  symbolic  degrees  are  con- 
trolled and  conferred  by  the  bodies  of  the  Scottish  Rite  as  it  is  in  this 
countr}',"  because  the  assertion  is  not  true.  It  does  not  follow  be- 
cause the  Grand  Lodge-  of  New  York  has  turned  its  back  upon  the 
landmarks  and  repudiated  the  conditions  which  afford  the  only  excuse 
for  its  existence,  that  there  are  no  Masons  and  no  jurisdictions  still 
acknowledging  the  constraints  of  the  charges  of  a  Freemason. 

The  constitution  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  in  defining  the 
sources  of  law  in  Masonry  declares  that  ''the  action  of  Freemasons  in 
the  grand  lodge,  or  subordinate  lodges,  is  regulated  and  controlled: 
I.  By  ancient  landmarks;  2.  bj-  the  written  constitution:  and  3.  by 
usages,  customs,  rules,  edicts,  resolutions,  and  lawful  judicial  action," 
and  it  defines  the  law  thus  confessed  to  be  paramount,  as  follows: 
"The  ancient  landmarks  are  those  principles  of  Masonic  government 
and  polity  which  are  the  only  part  of  Masonic  law  or  rule  or  govern- 
ment that  mu.\  never  be  altered  or  disturbed." 

"WhatI  never?"'  "Well,  hardly  ever."  That  is  to  say:  Never  by 
an3'body  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  state  of  New  York.  Out- 
side of  those  limits  the  prevailing  principles  of  Masonic  government 
and  polity  may  be  altered  and  disturbed  by  whoever  happens  to  be 
"dominant"  for  the  time  being,  even  to  the  flat  negation  of  every 
principle  and  the  absolute  destruction  of  the  governmental  polity 
which  within  those  limits  are  irrevocably  fixed  beyond  the  reach  of 
constitutions.  Such  is  the  doctrine  of  the  report  before  us,  culminat- 
ing in  the  resolution  which  welcomes  dissenters  to  the  right  of  visita- 
tion and  affiliation,  the  crucial  test  of  regularity. 

We  suggest  that  the  commission  on  landmark  revision  adjust  the 
installation  charges  to  the  consciences  of  such  as  may  hereafter  feel 
ill  at  ease  in  requiring  masters-elect  to  assent  to  them — as  they  them- 
selves were  required  to  do — notably  the  eighth,  eleventh,  thirteenth 
and  fifteenth,  which  might  be  managed  as  follows,  the  requisite  new 
matter  being  in  italics: 

VIII.  You  promise  to  respect  genuine  brethren,  and  to  discounte- 
nance impostors,  and  all  dissenters  from  the  original  plan  of  Masonry, 
except  such  as  may  have  acquired  the  right  of  imposition  and  dissent  before 
entering  this  grand, jurisdiction. 

XI.  You  admit  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  man,  or  body  of 
men,  to  make  innovations  in  the  body  of  Masonry  tclthin  the  territorial 
limits  of  tlie  state  of  Neio  YorJc. 
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XIII.  You  admit  that  no  new  lodge  shall  be  formed  without  per-, 
mission  of  the  grand  lodges,  inovided,  that  outside  of  the  Empire  State  the 
permission  of  any  body  calling  itself  Masonic  and  doing  an  assenting  busi- 
ness shall  be  held  to  be  a  grand  lodge  for  all  the  purposes  of  this 
charge,  however  such  body  may  be  constituted;  and  that  no  counte- 
nance be  given  to  any  irregular  lodge,  or  to  any  person  clandestinely 
initiated  therein,  being  contrary  to  the  ancient  charges  of  the  order, 
unless  it  he  outside  of  New  York,  where  the  ancient  charges  are  '■'■not  in  it.'' 

XV.  You  agree  that  no  visitors  shall  be  received  into  your  lodge 
without  due  examination,  and  producing  proper  vouchers  of  their 
having  been  initiated  in  a  regular  lodge,  it  being  understood,  however, 
that  outside  of  the  territorial  liinits  of  the  state  of  New  Yorlc  the  regxdarity  of  a 
lodge  does  not  depend  upon  the  possession  of  a  valid  charter  or  warrant  empow- 
er'ing  them  to  xt'ork. 

Four  new  lodges  were  chartered. 

John  Stewart,  grand  master,  and  Edward  M.  L.  Ehlers,  grand 
secretar3\  both  of  New  York,  were  re-elected. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (200  pp.)  is  as  usual  the  work  of  two 
different  hands,  the  general  review  of  English  speaking  grand  lodges 
being  from  the  accustomed  pen  of  Past  Grand  Master  Jesse  B.  An- 
thony; the  reviews  and  translations  of  the  proceedings  of  other  grand 
bodies,  the  work  of  W.  Bro.  Ernest  Rsnger,  who  takes  the  place  so 
long  occupied  by  Bro.  Charles  Sackreuter  that  he  had  almost  be- 
come a  landmark  in  New  Y^ork  correspondence. 

Bro.  Anthony  reviews  at  length  the  proceedings  of  Illinois  for 
1895  in  his  usual  courteous  but  discriminating  stj'le  and  kindlj^  spirit. 
He  finds  much  of  interest  in  the  "well  balanced  business  address"  of 
Grand  Master  Goddard,  which  leaves  upon  his  mind  the  impression 
that  the  responsibilities  of  his  office  had  been  discharged  with  signal 
ability. 

Copying  his  remarks  relative  to  Masonic  funerals,  he  reflects,  we 
presume,  in  the  following  the  New  York  view  and  usage; 

A  lodge  is  at  labor  when  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  the  last  sad 
rites  over  the  remains  of  a  deceased  brother.  After  the  usual  prelim- 
inary ceremonies  the  lodge,  under  the  charge  of  the  master,  proceeds 
in  funeral  procession  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  and  when  the 
duty  is  ended  the  brethren  return  to  the  lodge  room  and  are  dismissed. 
The  usual  formalities  of  opening  are  dispensed  with,  the  master  de- 
claring it  to  be  an  emergent  communication  for  funeral  purposes. 

The  grand  master's  suggestions  offered  on  the  occasion  of  his 
numerous  visitations,  are  built,  he  says,  upon  lines  which  commend 
themselves  to  the  thoughtful  consideration  of  those  who  are  laboring 
to  make  Masonry  an  institution  the  proudest  in  the  land;  in  his  kind- 
ness toward  the  venerable  past  grand  master  now  the  only  living  sur- 


216  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 

— 1 

wivor  of  those  present  at  the  birth  of  our  grand  lodge,  he  exhibited  the 
true  spirit  of  our  brotherhood,  and  his  reported  decisions  are  com- 
mended as  crisp  and  sound.  He  expresses  the  hope  that  the  pending 
amendment  prohibiting  Masons  from  giving  the  Masonic  name  to 
business  concerns  or  associations  will  become  a  law. 

Generous  space  and  thought  are  given  to  the  Illinois  report  on 
correspondence.  We  are  glad  to  have  the  approval  of  so  judicious  and 
thoughtful  a  writer  in  our  opposition  to  prescribing  qualifications  for 
candidates  additional  to  those  imposed  by  the  landmarks.  We  are 
glad  to  learn  that  our  criticism  of  a  provision  of  New  York  law  which 
seemed  to  interfere  with  the  natural  right  of  a  brother  to  teach  any 
individual  brother  standing  on  the  degree  to  which  the  information 
pertains,  all  the  Masonic  knowledge  he  himself  possesses,  was  mis- 
placed, the  provision  referring  only  to  teaching  within  the  precincts 
of  the  lodge. 

We  fully  appreciate  and  admire — and  fain  would  imitate  if  it 
were  possible— the  generous  spirit  of  the  following  touching  a  matter 
wherein  we  fear  we  must  have  grieved  him: 

We  have  no  desire  to  occupy  any  great  amount  of  space  in  refer- 
ence to  Mexican  Masonry  or  the  propriety  of  the  recognition  of  the 
gran  dieta  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State  of  New  York.  We  could 
but  repeat  the  language  of  last  j^ear's  report.  We  desire  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  in  any  strictures  we  have  uttered  it  was  not  our  intention 
to  go  beA'ond  the  limits  of  the  true  amenities  of  fraternal  discussion. 
We  have  the  utmost  respect  for  our  talented  brother,  and  while  we 
think  (and  in  this  we  are  not  alone)  that  his  antagonism  to  the  Ancient 
Accepted  Scottish  Rite  leads  him  to  use  pretty  strong  language  oft- 
times,  we  grant  that  is  a  privilege  of  the  propriety  of  which  he  should 
be  the  judge. 

AVe  are  aware  that  Bro.  Anthony  is  not  alone  in  noting  what 
they  think  is  an  antagonism  to  the  so-called  Scottish  Rite  so  strong 
as  to  unduly  balance  our  judgment  wherever  it  is  concerned.  In  this 
we  think  they  are  mistaken.  We  do  not  like  the  polity  of  the  rite 
and  we  hope  never  to  see  the  day  when  we  will  like  the  polity  of  this 
or  any  other  organization  which  denies  to  its  membership  equal  par- 
ticipation in  the  government  under  which  they  exist;  but  if  the  prop- 
agandists of  oligarchical  government  will  keep  the  hands  of  the  rite 
which  they  control  off  of  the  sacred  ark  of  genuine  Masonry  as  com- 
pletely as  do  Royal  Arch  Masonry  and  Templarism — which  are  built 
upon  the  lodge  in  precisely  the  same  way  that  the  Scottish  Rite  is — 
we  will  real-  them  as  gently  as  a  sucking  dove. 

Further  referring  to  the  recognition  of  the  Mexican  grand  diet 
by  New  York,  he  says: 

Our  brother  directs  our  attention  to  a  letter  emanating  from 
R.W.  Theodore  S.  Parvin,  dated  August  10,  1895,  concerning  "Women 
in  Freemasonrj^in  Mexico, "the  full  text  being  embraced  in  his  report. 
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Against  that  we  desire  to  present  for  the  consideration  of  our 
brother  subsequent  letters  from  the  same  source,  under  dates  of  Jan- 
uary 11  and  16,  1896,  which  will  be  found  in  our  present  report  under 
Kansas.  Subsequent  events  have  apparently  altered  the  view  of  Bro. 
Parvin  upon  the  vital  question  of  recognition  of  the  gran  dieta,  for, 
governed  by  the  present  attitude  of  the  grand  body,  he  is  strongly  in 
its  favor. 

Touching  this  we  refer  our  brother  to  our  reviews  of  Kansas  and 
Iowa  for  the  consideration  we  have  already  given  to  these  later 
letters. 

We  thank  Bro.  Anthony  in  advance  for  the  use  we  purpose  mak- 
ing of  the  valuable  statistical  tables  with  which  he  closes  his  report. 

Bro.  Ringer  has  notices  more  or  less  extended  of  all  the  conti- 
nental grand  bodies,  closing  with  quite  a  full  report  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  so-called  Masonic  congress  held  at  Antwerp  in  .June,  1894, 
concluding  which  he  says: 

The  grand  bodies  of  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Germany,  and  of 
North  America,  the  great  bulk  of  orthodox  Freemasonry,  erected 
upon  the  groundwork  of  the  '"Old  Charges,"  were  not  represented; 
and  there  is  little  prospect  that  the  different  grand  bodies,  resting 
upon  different  fundamental  principles,  will  ever  be  able  to  work  har- 
moniously together.  We  will  see  what  the  next  congress,  to  be  held 
this  year  at  Amsterdam,  will  bring  forth. 


NEW  ZEALAND,  1896. 

7th  Annual.  Dunedin.  April  30. 

We  have  before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  half  yearly  communica- 
tion held  at  Auckland,  October  30,  1895,  the  change  from  quarterly  to 
semi-annual  communications  noted  in  our  last  report  as  being  under 
consideration,  having  been  adopted.  We  have  also  an  abstract  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  annual  communication  held  at  Dunedin,  April  30, 
1896,  together  with  its  ''agenda"  paper  upon  which  all  business  must 
be  stated  as  a  condition  precedent  to  its  being  brought  before  the 
grand  lodge,  and  various  reports  printed  on  separate  sheets,  for  work- 
ing purposes,  containing  the  information  which  gets  before  Ameri- 
can grand  lodges  in  the  reports  of  the  grand  master  and  grand 
secretary,  generally,  of  late  years,  in  print. 

The  grand  master  (Francis  Henry  Dillon  Bell)  presided  at 
the  semi-annual  communication. 

—  1.T 
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The  board  of  jjeneral  purposes  reported  that  no  inconvenience 
whatever  had  arisen  through  the  substitution  of  half-yearly  for  quar- 
terly communications.  Events  had  shown  that  the  July  communica- 
tion would  have  been  superfluous,  and  a  considerable  amount  had  been 
saved. 

Two  new  lodges  had  been  opened.  Inquiries  from  Tonga,  Friendly 
Islands,  whether  application  for  a  charter  would  probably  be  granted, 
led  the  board  to  consult  the  other  four  Australasian  grand  lodges  on 
the  subject.  In  each  case  the  reply  had  been  favorable,  but  nothing 
further  had  been  heard  from  the  brethren  at  Tonga. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  has  over  one  hundred  lodges  on 
its  roll  and  is  steadily  consolidating  its  power  in  the  colony,  notwith- 
standing the  obstacles  thrown  in  its  way  by  some  of  the  officials  of 
the  provincial  and  district  grand  lodges  still  holding  under  the  vari- 
ous British  constitutions.  It  is  maintaining  a  dignified  position  but 
is  at  the  same  time  pursuing  a  conciliatory  course  sure  to  prove  suc- 
cessful in  the  long  run.  On  this  subject  the  board  of  general  purposes 
says: 

Actuated  by  an  earnest  desire  to,  if  possible,  bring  about  a  re- 
storation of  complete  fraternal  amity  between  the  different  constitu- 
tions working  in  this  colon}',  the  board  has  heartil}'  concurred  in  the 
proposal  made  by  the  M.  W.  grand  master  that  he  should  be  author- 
ized to  remove  the  last  semblance  of  excuse  for  grievance  on  the  part 
of  the  mother  constitutions  against  grand  lodge,  by  returning  the 
original  charters  unconditionally.  The  board  feels  that  in  making 
this  concession  in  regard  to  what  is  considered  are  its  legal  and  Ma- 
sonic rights,  no  loss  of  dignit}'  is  involved,  and  no  danger  incurred. 
Grand  lodge  is  now  sufficiently  strong  to  be  under  no  apprehension  of 
its  interests  or  those  of  any  of  its  lodges  suft'ering  b}'  the  return  of 
the  charters,  even  if  any  attempt  should  be  made  to  use  any  of  them 
in  an  injurious  manner.  The  board  hopes,  however,  that  no  such  at- 
tempt will  be  made,  but  that  the  return  of  the  charters  will  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  mother  grand  lodges  and  their  officers  in  the  same 
spirit  as  it  is  made.  In  each  case  a  request  has  been  preferred  that 
the  original  charter  may,  after  cancellation,  be  returned  to  the  lodge 
as  a  memento  of  the  source  from  which  it  sprung. 

The  correspondence,  with  the  various  provincial  and  district  offi- 
cials through  whom  charters  were  returned  to  the  grand  lodges  issu- 
ing them,  is  printed  and  in  the  main  reflects  a  desire  on  their  part  for 
such  an  adjustment  as  will  permit  the  resumption  of  full  fraternal 
intercourse.  One  notable  exception  is  the  reply  of  Bro.  T.  Sherlock 
Graham,  district  grand  master  (English  constitution)  of  Otago  and 
Southland,  which  is  not  onl}'  gratuitously  insulting  to  Grand  Secre- 
tary KONALDSON  but  assumes  to  crack  the  whip  over  the  masters  of 
the  lodges  to  whom  the  charters  returned  were  originally  issued,  in  a 
manner  which,  considering  the  impotence  of  his  threats,  fully  merits 
the  criticism  of  the  London  Freemason  that  it  is  sillv  in  the  extreme. 
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In  this  connection  we  regret  to  note  that  a  charter  has  been 
granted  for  a  new  lodge  at  Christchurcli  under  the  English  constitu- 
tion, an  ill-advised  act  that  made  necessary  the  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand,  "That,  to  avoid  any  future 
misapprehension,  this  grand  lodge  asserts  its  sovereign  rights  as  the 
supreme  Masonic  governing  body  in  and  for  the  colony  of  New  Zea- 
land, and  protests  against  any  attempt  to  invade  the  territory  of  New 
Zealand  as  being  contrary  to  well-established  Masonic  law." 

This  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  forwarded  to  all  the  grand  jur- 
isdictions with  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  is  in  fraternal 
communion. 

This  declaration  of  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Zealand  is  simply  formulating  in  words  the  import  of  the  act  of 
recognition  on  the  part  of  every  grand  lodge  that  has  established  fra- 
ternal relations  with  that  body.  The  fact  of  sovereignty  is  the  spring 
of  recognition  in  all  cases. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  deplored  that  those  who  shape  the  course  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  England  could  not  recognize  the  fact  that  conceded 
civil  autonomy  is  sure  to  be  followed  by  Masonic  independence,  and 
that  there  is  neither  dignity  nor  wisdom  in  the  role  of  obstructionist 
and  disturber,  accelerating  the  alienation  which  it  might  do  so  much 
to  postpone. 

Among  other  amendments  to  the  constitution  tlie  following  was 
adopted: 

That  any  conviction  in  the  law  courts  of  the  colony  be  considered 
as  prima  facie  evidence,  and  shall  remove  the  necessity  for  summoning 
the  accused  person  to  appear. 

This  is  contrary  to  Illinois  precedents  and  we  believe  it  unsound 
law.  We  believe  it  to  be  straining  the  law  all  it  will  bear  to  give  to 
the  record  of  a  conviction  in  court  so  much  force  in  a  Masonic  trial  as 
shall  throw  the  onus  of  proof  upon  the  defence.  It  is  certainly  going 
too  far  to  hold  that  to  be  conclusive  which  is  confessedly  only  prima 
facie  and  possibly  susceptible  of  rebuttal.  Besides,  if  this  principle  is 
to  be  established,  why  should  not  the  converse  of  the  proposition  hold 
good  and  forbid  the  summoning  of  an  accused  person  to  appear  whose 
trial  in  a  law  court  has  resulted  in  acquittal?  It  seems  to  us  that  in 
either  case  the  fact  may  be  competent  evidence  to  be  taken  for  what 
it  is  worth. 

Past  Grand  Master  Edward  T.  Gillon,  one  of  the  strong  men  of 
the  jurisdiction,  was  reported  disabled  by  what  the  proceedings  of  the 
annual  communication  show  to  have  been  a  fatal  illness. 

At  this  communication,  over  which  Past  Grand  Master  Malcolm 
NiCCOL  presided,  in  the  absence  of  Grand  Master  Bell  from  the  col- 
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ony,  Rt.  W.  Bro.  William  Barron,  past  provincial  grand  warden  un- 
der the  Scotch  constitution,  was  elected  grand  master. 

The  board  of  general  purposes  reported  hopefulness  that  Grand 
Master  Bell,  then  in  the  old  country,  would  be  able  to  secure  the 
recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England.  It  also  reported  the  rec- 
ognition of  New  Zealand  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  and  the 
appointment  of  Past  Grand  Master  John  M.  Pearson  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  former  therein.  Later  in  the  session  the  commission 
of  R.W.  Bro.  W.  Beilby  as  the  representative  of  Illinois  was  pre- 
sented to  him  by  the  acting  grand  master..  At  the  installation  of  the 
grand  master,  Bro.  Beilby  offered  the  congratulations  of  our  grand 
lodge. 

A  banquet  with  very  large  attendance  followed  the  close  of  the 
grand  lodge. 

The  headquarters  of  the  grand  lodge  have  been  removed  to  Dune- 
din  and  that  is  the  present  address  of  the  Rev.  William  Ronaldson 
who  remains  grand  secretary. 


NORTH  CAROLINA,  1896. 

109th  Annual.  Raleigh.  .January  14. 

Three  portraits  adorn  this  pamjjhlet,  those  of  John  W.  Gotten, 
grand  master  in  1893-'94;  George  W.  Blount,  grand  master  in 
1874-'75,  and  Alonzo  T.  Jerkins,  grand  master  in  1850-'51-'52. 

Past  Grand  Master  Hezekiah  A.  Gudger,  the  representative  of 
Illinois,  was  not  present. 

The  grand  master  (Francis  M.  Moye)  says  that  the  craft  has  en- 
joyed a  reasonable  degree  of  prosperity  and  made  substantial  prog- 
ress the  past  year.  Stating  the  fact  that  six  new  lodges  had  been 
established  and  seven  old  ones  had  their  forfeited  charters  restored, 
he  says: 

I  have  felt  compelled  in  my  opinion,  for  the  good  of  Masonry,  to 
discourage  the  organization  of  certain  new  lodges.  My  strongest  ef- 
forts have  been  in  the  direction  of  the  revival  of  such  of  the  old  lodges 
as  give  promise  of  satisfactory  work,  believing  that,  from  this  course, 
rather  than  the  other,  would  accrue  the  best  results  to  the  order. 

This,  we  take  it,  reflects  the  fact  that  there  has  not  been  many 
striking  shiftings  of  population  such  as  occur  in  newer  states  with 
many  railroad  extensions. 
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He  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Masters  AlonzoT.  Jer- 
kins, at  the  advanced  age  of  eightj^-seven,  and  George  W.  Blount, 
at  fifty-nine. 

Bro.  Jerkins  was  initiated  in  1845,  and  in  about  five  years  there- 
after was  elected  grand  master.  His  long  life  was  one  of  marked 
activity  and  usefulness. 

Bro.  Blount  was  a  captain  in  the  Confederate  army,  a  lawyer 
with  large  practice,  active  in  all  the  avenues  of  civil  life,  and  a  most 
zealous  and  efficient  Mason. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  session  memorial  services  were  held  in 
their  honor,  and  eloquent  tributes  paid  to  their  many  virtues. 

The  proceedings  also  disclose  the  death  of  D.  B.  Nelson,  past 
grand  chaplain;  Robert  A.  Draughan,  past  grand  lecturer,  and 
Archibald  H.  A.  Williams,  director  and  treasurer  of  the  Oxford 
Orphan  Asylum,  each  of  whom  was  appropriately  remembered. 

Following  are  four  of  the  six  decisions  submitted  by  the  grand 
master: 

1.  A  lodge  cannot  try  its  master,  and  charges  having  been  pre- 
ferred against  him  by  a  member  and  spread  upon  the  minutes,  I  or- 
dered the  same  to  be  ex^^unged  from  the  records,  the  matter  in 
controversy  having  been  settled  by  the  grand  lodge. 

2.  Dimitted  Masons  and  members  of  lodges  which  have  forfeited 
their  charters  are  on  the  same  footing,  and  have  no  right  to  visit  a 
lodge. 

4.  A  man  who  has  had  white  swelling,  one  leg  being  shorter  than 
the  other,  is  eligible  to  be  made  a  Mason,  it  appearing  that  he  is  in 
sound  health  and  has  good  means  of  support. 

5.  A  majority  of  the  members  present,  and  not  of  those  voting, 
was  necessary  to  elect  the  treasurer  of  Tabasco  lodge,  the  same  being 
a  matter  of  controversy  among  the  members. 

The  grand  lodge  concurred  with  the  jurisprudence  committee  in 
approving  all,  No.  2  with  a  qualification,  and  No.  5  with  some  hesita- 
tion.    Concerning  the  former  they  say: 

We  assume  that  the  decision  concerning  the  right  of  a  dimitted 
Mason  to  visit  a  lodge  room  is  not  intended  to  abrogate  the  decision 
that  one  visit  may  be  paid,  and  with  that  understanding,  it  is  ap- 
proved. 

And  of  the  latter: 

The  decision  that  it  requires  a  majority  of  the  members  present 
to  elect  an  officer  is  correct,  if  the  attention  of  the  lodge  is  directed 
to  the  presence  of  non-voting  members  before  the  announcement  of 
the  result.  If  members  are  present  not  voting,  it  would  seem  to  be 
the  better  practice  to  require  them  to  vote  before  declaring  the  re- 
sult.    If  their  presence  is  made  manifest  and  they  do  not  vote,  we 
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approve  the  decision  that  it  requires  a  majority  of  all  members  pres- 
ent to  elect. 

We  do  not  know  upon  what  ground  No.  5  was  made  or  approved 
unless  the  attendance  was  so  meager  as  to  compel  the  master  to 
"count  a  quorum."  The  common  law  of  Masonry  that  members  pres- 
ent must  vote  on  petitions  for  the  degrees  or  for  affiliation  unless  ex- 
cused by  unanimous  consent,  affords  no  basis  for  the  inference  that 
all  must  vote  at  elections. 

The  grand  master  reported  that  a  special  communication  of  the 
grand  lodge  held  on  the  fifth  of  the  preceding  month  seemed  to  be  a 
necessity  for  the  following  reasons: 

The  heirs  of  the  late  J.  A.  Bradley,  of  California,  who  kindly 
gave  to  the  asylum  the  Minneapolis  property,  having  commenced  a 
suit  to  set  aside  our  deed,  and  the  time  to  make  answer  to  their  com- 
plaint being  limited  to  .January  1,  I  was  advised  by  the  counsel  of  the 
grand  lodge,  Past  Grand  Master  F.  H.  Busbee,  in  which  Bro.  Walter 
Clark  and  our  attorney  in  Minnesota,  Mr.  Munro,  fully  concurred,  that 
it  was  important  to  show  in  said  answer  that  the  asylum  was  a  cor- 
porate body.  Of  those  who  opposed  the  proposition  at  the  last  grand 
lodge,  brothers  Francis  D.  Winston  and  David  Bell  were  present,  and 
stated  that  there  could  be  no  objection  to  the  articles  of  incorpoia- 
tion  presented  by  Bro.  Busbee,  which  were  read,  ani  after  discussion 
unanimously  adopted.  The  grand  lodge  is  given  forty-fiftieths  of  the 
control,  and  all  the  directors  being  named  as  corporators,  who  will 
continue  to  be  elected,  as  heretofore,  by  the  grand  lodge,  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  harm  can  possibly  come  to  the  asylum. 

The  asylum  referred  to  is  of  course  the  Oxford  Orphan  Asylum, 
the  organized  charity'  for  which  the  North  Carolina  craftsmen  have 
made  so  many  sacrifices. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  at  the  last  annual  communication 
Mr.  R.  N.  Duke,  a  benevolent  gentleman,  not  a  Mason,  who  was  al- 
ready a  benefactor  of  the  institution,  offered  to  give  $5,000  to  erect 
new  buildings  and  improve  the  old,  provided  the  Masons  and  people  of 
North  Carolina  would  give  a  like  amount.  Owing  to  some  misunder- 
standing a  portion  of  the  $5,000  pledged  and  in  sight  when  the  grand 
lodge  closed  proved  to  be  unavailable.  Just  before  the  grand  lodge 
met  this  year,  Mr.  Duke  renewed  his  offer,  extending  the  time  through 
1896,  and  proposing  to  make  the  sum  $10,000  if  the  Masons  would  meet 
it  with  a  like  contribution.  The  grand  lodge  unanimously  decided  to 
accept  the  last  munificent  proposition,  received  pledges  on  the  spot 
from  the  lodges  amounting  to  $2,000,  and  provided  for  a  canvass  of 
the  state  for  the  remainder.  Pending  amendments  to  the  by-laws 
looking  to  an  increase  of  the  per  capita  dues  for  the  benefit  of  the 
asylum,  and  new  propositions  to  the  same  end  but  of  less  permanent 
nature  were  all  voted  down,  thus  emphasizing  anew  the  determina- 
tion manifested  in  the  same  way  last  year,  that  the  asylum  should  be 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions. 
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In  closing'  his  address  the  grand  master  recommended  that  action 
be  taken  on  the  proposition  for  the  memorial  observance  of  the  cen- 
tenary of  Washington's  death;  the  request  of  Grand  Secretary  Par- 
VIN,  of  Iowa;  in  the  interest  of  Masonic  libraries,  for  a  reprint  of  the 
early  North  Carolina  proceedings,  and  on  the  following  suggestion: 

It  is  believed  by  some  intelligent  members  of  the  order  that  it 
would  be  wise  to  encourage  and  aid  the  ladies  of  our  Masonic  families' 
in  organizing  Eastern  Star  Chapters,  not  only  for  the  pleasure  and 
protection  it  would  afford  them,  but  because  of  the  valuable  assist- 
ance they  could  render  us,  from  the  increased  interest  they  would 
naturally  feel  in  our  orphan  work. 

On  this  suggestion  the  grand  lodge  approved  the  following  fiom 
the  committee  on  address: 

While  we  are  not  inimical  to  Eastern  Star  degrees,  as  such,  we 
do  not  think  it  wise  for  the  grand  lodge  to  adopt  this  as  a  side  issue  of 
Masonry,  but  believe  that  each  should  work  out  its  own  destiny  in  its 
own  way,  untrammelled  by  the  other. 

The  grand  lodge  decided  that  it  was  desirable  that  North  Caro- 
lina should  be  represented  at  the  Washington  memorial  ceremonies, 
and  referred  the  matter  to  the  committee  to  report  next  year  what 
arrangements  are  necessary  and  the  probable  cost  of  representa- 
tion; postponed  until  the  same  time  the  question  of  reprinting  the 
proceedings  from  1804:  to  1849  inclusive,  awaiting  the  estimates  al- 
ready solicited;  ordered  charters  to  issue  for  seven  new  lodges;  tabled  a 
proposition  favorably  reported  by  the  committee  on  propositions  and 
grievances,  making  it  unlawful  for  any  elected  officer  of  a  lodge  ex- 
cept the  secretary  or  treasurer,  to  be  elected  to  the  same  office  twice 
in  succession,  and  with  the  taste  of  blood  fresh  in  its  mouth  con- 
signed to  a  similar  fate  a  resolution  that  neither  of  the  first  four  offi- 
cers of  the  grand  lodge  should  be  eligible  for  a  second  term,  but 
finally  compromised  by  adopting  an  amendment  making  the  grand 
wardens  ineligible  for  a  second  term;  wrestled  with  the  question 
whether  the  work  should  be  committed  to  a  single  custodian  or  to  a 
board  of  five,  and  finally  sent  it  to  the  lodges  for  solution;  listened  to 
brilliant  apocalyptical  and  apochryphal  oration  on  the  origin  and 
achievements  of  Freemasonry  by  Grand  Orator  W.  H.  Summerell, 
which  lifted  him  from  the  floor  to  the  deputy  grand  mastership;  au- 
thorized the  grand  master  to  appoint  a  librarian  to  work  under  the 
direction  of  the  grand  secretary,  and  sent  a  message  of  loving  sym- 
pathy to  Past  Grand  Master  Alfred  Martin,  physically  disabled  in 
his  declining  years. 

Francis  M.  Moye,  of  Wilson,  grand  master;  John  C.  Drevvry, 
Raleigh,  grand  secretary,  were  re-elected. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence.  The  death  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Blount    left   a  vacancy    in  the  chairmanship.     The  grand 
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master  appointed  Bro.  John  A.  Collins  to  the  vacant  place  about  a 
month  before  the  meeting"  of  the  grand  lodge.  In  a  letter  written 
to  the  grand  master  on  the  eve  of  the  session,  Bro.  Collins  says,  in 
part: 

I  promptly  accepted  the  appointment,  both  as  a  matter  of  duty 
and  as  evidence  of  m}'  appreciation  of  your  confidence,  and  hoped 
that  whatever  was  lacking  in  fitness  or  experience  would  be  supplied 
by  zeal  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work.  It  was  confidently  expected, 
too,  that  the  few  weeks  left  could  all  be  utilized  for  this  purpose,  but 
the  demands  upon  the  time  of  a  country  doctor  encroached  so  sadly 
and  unexpectedly  upon  the  days  left  for  the  examination  of  the  mass 
of  proceedings,  that  the  attempt  to  read  carefully  any  one  of  them 
had  to  be  abandoned.  A  cursory  glance  at  a  few  of  the  annual  ad- 
dresses of  grand  masters,  shows  the  craft  everywhere  to  be  a  unit  in 
the  advancement  of  all  good  works. 

Differences,  seemingly  radical,  as  to  the  construction  of  the  land- 
marks and  ancient  constitutions  still  exist,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
in,  time  these  will  disappear,  to  be  followed  by  approximate  uni- 
formit}'. 

Out  of  an  abundant  experience  we  can  fully  sympathize  with  Bro. 
Collins  over  the  utter  vanity  of  all  self-directed  promises  of  leisure 
at  any  certain  time  for  outside  work,  made  by  one  engaged  in  the 
most  exacting  of  professions. 


NORTH  DAKOTA,  1896. 

7th  Annual.  Fargo.  .June  9. 

The  portrait  of  the  retiring  grand  master  (Wm.  H.  Best)  graces 
the  fly-leaf  of  this  pamphlet  to  confirm  our  suspicion  that  in  the  new 
states  they  bring  not  only  their  best  but  their  best  looking  men  to  the 
front. 

Thirty  ambassadors  were  present  from  foreign  courts,  among 
them  James  C.  Gill  representing  Illinois. 

Grand  Master  Best  calls  the  long  death  roll  of  other  jurisdictions 
and  answered  for  each  of  the  departed  with  appreciative  words,  but 
happily  he  was  able  to  say  that  no  present  or  past  grand  officer  of 
their  own  jurisdiction  had  gone  over  during  the  year. 

He  cites  the  follow^ing  as  marked  evidence  of  the  fraternal  comity 
which  characterizes  their  relations  with  Minnesota. 

One.  Ole  Bang,  living  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Warren  Lodge  No. 
150,   state  of  Minnesota,   applied  for   membership  to  Acacia  Lodge 
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No.  4.  at  Grand  Forks.  The  petition  was  referred  to  Warren  Lodge 
and  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  was  promptly  voted  by  the  members  of 
said  Warren  Lodfre,  after  which  the  waiver  was  forwarded  to  the 
"•rand  master  of  Minnesota,  who  approved  the  same,  and  it  was  then 
forwarded  to  Acacia  No.  4,  when  the  petition  was  accepted  and  acted 
upon  in  the  usual  manner. 

We  presume  the  fact  that  the  grand  master  of  Minnesota  ap- 
proved the  waiver  made  this  simple  every-day  business  of  common 
practice  seem  unusually  significant  of  fraternal  feeling.  If  so,  it 
goes  further  to  justify  this  latter  daj'  fad  of  grand  masters  in  assum- 
ing to  add  something  to  the  complete  waiver  which  the  lodge,  and  the 
lodge  alone,  has  the  power  to  grant  or  refuse,  by  affixing  to  it  his  ap- 
proval, than  any  reason  we  have  yet  seen  assigned  for  it. 

The  grand  master  submitted  eleven  decisions.  His  decision  that 
a  senior  warden  can  resign  who  has  permanently  removed  from  the 
jurisdiction,  was  disapproved.  No.  2,  that  a  minor  leaving  the  state 
to  attend  school,  attaining"  his  majority  during  his  absence  and  ac- 
cepting employment  and  prolonging  his  absence  for  five  years,  does 
not  lose  his  residence  if  he  is  a  sojourner  in  good  faith,  all  the  time 
intending  to  return,  and  not  doing  any  act  to  fix  his  residence  at  the 
place  of  his  sojourning,  was  approved.  No.  7,  to  the  effect  that  a 
master  having  permanently  removed  from  the  jurisdiction,  may  either 
dimit  or  resign,  was  approved  as  to  dimission  but  disapproved  as  to 
resignation.  No.  9,  that  while  a  warden  is  presiding  in  the  absence 
of  the  master  he  is  for  the  time  being  vested  with  the  full  authority 
of  the  master  and  is  the  judge  of  the  emergency  and  may  fix  the  time 
for  holding  a  special  meeting,  as  the  master  might  do  were  he  present, 
was  disapproved  by  the  jurisprudence  committee,  but  was  sustained 
by  the  grand  lodge,  in  accord  with  Illinois  precedent.  He  also  de- 
cided that  a  lodge  cannot  try  a  resident  or  non-resident  affiliate  for 
-in  offence  committed  within  its  jurisdiction  without  first  informing  the 
lodge  of  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  nature  of  the  offence  and  obtain- 
ing its  consent  to  proceed.  This  w^as  approved  by  the  committee  and  by 
the  grand  lodge,  probably  on  the  strength  of  a  local  regulation,  because 
the  trend  of  Masonic  opinion  is  very  decidedly  in  the  direction  of  the 
right  and  duty  of  a  lodge  to  try  cases  arising  in  its  own  bailiwick 
whether  the  offender  is  affiliated  elsewhere  or  not. 

The  grand  master  referred  to  the  absence  of  the  usual  review  of 
foreign  correspondence,  explained  by  the  fact  that  the  preparation 
of  the  grand  lodge  register  of  membership  has  taken  all  the  time  of 
the  grand  secretary,  and  the  report  of  that  officer  (Frank  J.  Thomp- 
son) is  a  naive  confession  that  he  didn't  have  any  idea  how  much 
he  was  biting  off  when  he  began  that  labor.     He  says: 

I  have  undertaken  many  tasks  in  my  life,  but  this  one  was  the 
most  momentous  in  my  experience.  I  find  the  labor  about  as  great  as 
any  of  the  tasks  of  Hercules  of  which  we  read  in  classic  lore.     I  have 
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often  felt  like  Patience  sitting  on  a  monument,  and  indeed,  have 
sometimes  wondered  whether  I  was  a  m^irtyr  to  my  own  zeal  or  not. 
Still  I  would  not  retrace  the  steps  taken.  The  sum  total  of  results  at 
the  present  begins  to  assume  the  form  of  a  reward  for  the  labor  and 
thought  expended. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  more  than  one  poor,  over-burdened  seciretary 
has  wished  me  in  Halifax  for  imposing  the  System  of  Membership 
Registry  upon  our  grand  lodge,  and  I  can  not  blame  him  very  much,  be- 
cause he  probably  does  not  see  any  ultimate  good  so  clearly  as  I  do,  and 
hence,  does  not  particularly  see  any  good  from  the  labor,  except  to 
satisfy  what  might  have  been  termed  "a  crank}-  notion  of  the  grand 
secretary.'' 

As  each  name  is  handled  in  obtaining  the  different  verifications 
at  least  seven  times,  it  is  no  wonder  that  he  will  not  complete  the 
registry  before  two  years.  We  hope  this  does  not  mean  that  we  must 
wait  till  1898  for  another  of  his  breezy  reports  on  correspondence. 

He  submits  this  year  a  report  which  occupies  a  little  more  than 
a  page  of  the  proceedings,  but  which  cuts  out  work  enough  to  keep 
the  grand  lodge  busy  for  a  good  while  if  thoroughly  done. 

Referring  to  the  Wisconsin  proposition  touching  Masonic  relief, 
he  has  no  recommendation  to  make,  but  he  thinks  the  indirect  appli- 
cation of  the  Grand  Orient  of  Ital}',  and  the  direct  application  of  the 
Grand  Orient  of  Greece  should  be  carefully  and  seriously  considered, 
and  respecting  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Sweden,  he  says: 

I  have  at  my  desk  a  letter  from  Bro.  J.  W.  Wennerberg,  of  Grand 
Rapids,  Michigan,  who  is  interesting  himself  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Sweden  to  the  end  that  more  fraternal  relations  might  exists  be- 
tween that  grand  lodge  and  the  grand  lodges  of  this  country. 

So  far  as  I  am  aware,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Sweden  is  considered 
legitimate,  and  visitations  are  exchanged  bj^  members  holding  under 
that  grand  lodge  with  the  several  grand  lodges  of  this  country  when- 
ever occasion  permits.  The  Grand  Lodge  of  Sweden  has  been  con- 
servative, at  least,  in  its  official  recognition  of  grand  lodges  of  this 
country.  Considering  the  large  number  of  countrymen  of  that  nation 
among  us,  and  the  fraternal  relations  existing  with  them,  I  should 
recommend  that  steps  be  taken  to  obtain  the  proper  official  recogni- 
tion and  the  exchange  of  representatives,  if  it  be  the  custom  of  that 
grand  lodge  so  to  do. 

Bro.  Thompson  has  been  so  busy  with  his  register  that  he  has  for- 
gotten the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois  in  recent  years  on 
applications  of  alleged  Masons  hailing  under  this  body  for  affiliation 
and  for  the  privilege  of  visiting. 

So  much  of  his  report  as  refers  to  these  bodies  and  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Wisconsin  were  sent  to  a  special  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions who  favorably  reported  the  Wisconsin  relief  proposition— which 
the  grand  lodge  refused  to  adopt — and  as  follows  with  reference  to 
the  European  bodies: 


MASONIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  227 

Believing'  it  to  be  to  the  interest  of  the  craft  that  we  have  fra- 
ternal relations  and  an  exchangee  of  representatives  with  the  Grand 
Orients  of  Italy  and  Greece,  we  submit  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Grand  Master  to  take  such  action  as  he  may  deem  fit. 

We  recommend  that  such  action  be  taken  as  will  bring  this  grand 
lodge  into  fraternal  relations  with  the  Scandinavian  grand  bodies  as 
is  recommended  by  the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence. 

This  was  adopted  by  the  grand  lodge  notwithstanding  its  commit- 
tee did  not  vouchsafe  a  line  of  information  as  to  the  nature  of  these 
bodies,  the  rites  on  which  they  are  built,  or  whether  even  so  much 
justification  for  their  recognition  existed  as  might  be  found  in  the 
passing  upon  their  claims  by  some  other  grand  lodge. 

North  Dakota  seems  as  ambitious  of  the  number  of  its  recognitions, 
as  its  aboriginal  inhabitants  used  to  be  of  the  number  of  scalps  that 
hung  at  their  girdles. 

The  North  Dakotans  are  justly  proud  of  their  library.  They 
ought  to  show  their  appreciation  of  its  real  uses  by  insisting  that 
their  committees  to  whom  they  look  for  guidance,  shall  place  before 
them  the  abundance  of  information  it  contains  for  the  intelligent 
consideration  of  just  such  questions  as  this. 

The  grand  lodge  made  the  happy  discovery  that  its  committee  on 
appeals  and  grievances  found  itself  without  business;  chartered  two 
new  lodges  and  directed  a  dispensation  to  issue  for  a  third,  and  ordered 
tlae  printing  of  a  new  edition  of  the  constitution,  by-laws,  and  ap- 
proved decisions. 

William  T.  Perkins,  of  Bismarck,  was  elected  grand  master: 
Frank  J.  Thompson,  Fargo,  re-elected  grand  secretar}'. 


NOVA  SCOTIA,  1895. 

30th  Annual.  Sydney.  .June  12. 

The  representative  of  Illinois,  R.W.  Bro.  Theodore  A.  CROSS- 
MAN,  was  present. 

Immediately  after  the  opening  the  grand  lodge  marched  to  St. 
Andrew's  church,  where  the  Rev.  Donald  McMillan,  acting  grand 
chaplain,  preached  an  excellent  sermon  from  the  text,  "Love  the 
Brotherhood." 

In  his  brief  address,  the  grand  master  (William  F.  MacCoy)  de- 
tails a  visit  made  by  himself  and  Past  Grand  Master  SiRCOM  to  a  Mas- 
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sachusetts  lodj^e  to  see  the  degree  of  Master  Mason  conferred,  of 
which  he  says: 

The  work  done  is  very  similar  to  ours,  but  done  with  greater  pre- 
cision and  accuracy,  and  with  a  great  deal  more  form  and  courtesy. 
I  was  very  much  pleased  to  be  present  and  see  this  degree  conferred, 
and  had  the  honor  of  being  called  upon  as  a  grand  master  to  address 
the  lodge  on  that  occasion,  and  my  remarks  were  kindh^  received  by 
the  brethren. 

The  general  interest  attaching  to  this  visit  lies  in  the  fact  that 
it  led  to  the  adoption  of  a  traveling  diploma  or  grand  lodge  certifi- 
cate, modeled  on  the  one  used  in  Massachusetts. 

The  following  is  the  only  point  of  law  presented  by  him: 

A  notice  of  motion  was  given  in  Westville  Lodge  to  change  one 
of  their  by-laws.  When  the  vote  was  taken,  all  the  brethren  present 
had  not  voted,  and  the  attention  of  the  worshipful  master  was  called 
to  that  fact;  but  he  ruled  that  it  was  not  necessary  that  all  present 
should  vote.  The  question  having  been  submitted  to  me.  and  after 
carefully  considering  it  and  the  authorities,  I  am  clearly  of  the  opin- 
ion that  it  is  necessary  that  all  presenton  that  occasion  should  have 
voted,  unless  the  lodge  excused  the  brethren  from  voting.  I  think  on 
all  occasions  it  would  be  better,  although  sometimes  very  trying,  that 
brethren  should  vote  on  every  question  properly  coming  before  the 
lodge. 

We  agree  with  the  grand  master  in  the  opinion  expressed  in  the 
last  sentence,  but,  as  we  have  intimated  elsewhere  in  this  report,  we 
know  of  no  general  rule  so  firmly  settled,  in  Masonry,  that  would  con- 
strain the  master  to  rule  otherwise  than  he  did  touching  the  obliga- 
tion to  vote  on  matters  of  general  business. 

Referring  to  the  abandonment  of  the  grand  representative  sys- 
tem by  a  few  grand  lodges,  he  says: 

Some  of  those  opposed  to  the  system  speak  of  it  as  cumbersome, 
destroying  harmony,  of  doubtful  utility,  and  of  no  material  benefit. 
This  has  not  been  the  experience  of  this  grand  lodge,  and  we  were 
never  disturbed  by  want  of  cordial,  kind  feeling,  and  the  representa- 
tives, when  mindful  of  attending  grand  lodge  meetings,  have  gener- 
ally added  to  the  dignity  of  our  deliberations.  Apparently  we  are 
more  practicall}^  disposed  than  the  grand  lodges  who  may,  from  some 
trivial  troubles  about  state  rights  and  jurisdictions,  have  created 
slight  ditferences  on  the  other  side  of  the  line.  The  brethren  holding 
commissions  from  the  lodges  named  will  please  return  them  to  the 
grand  secretary,  so  that  he  may  be  in  a  position  to  ask  that  our  com- 
missions to  said  grand  lodges  be  returned  also  to  him:  assuring  the 
grand  lodges  named  that  we  do  not  consider,  from  anything  that  has 
ever  come  under  our  notice,  the  abolition  of  the  honorable  position 
of  grand  lodge  representatives  as  essentially  necessary. 

The  grand  secretary  (William  Ross),  in  concluding  his  report, 
refers  to  the  fact  that  he  was  made  in  St.  Andrews  Lodge,  at  Sydney, 
where  the  grand  lodge  was  then  meeting,  and  adds: 

The  first  Masonic  lodge  was  formed  in  Sydney  on  September  6 
1786,  where  I  notice  the  names  of  some  of  the  old  families  still  here, 
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and  among-  the  number  are  two  Rosses.  The  first  foothold  of  Masonry 
in  Cape  Breton  was  wlien  Provincial  Grand  Master  Jeremy  Gridly,  of 
Boston,  granted  a  dispensation  dated  November  13,  1758,  to  R.W.  Ed- 
ward Hunting-ford,  to  hold  lodg-e  in  His  Majesty's  28th  Regt.,  stationed 
at  Louisburg,  and  to  be  called  Louisburg  Lodge,  28th  foot;  this  being 
the  year  Louisburg  was  taken,  it  proves  no  time  was  lost  in  perpetu- 
ating our  order  as  soon  as  British  rule  was  established  in  Cape  Breton. 

The  Mississippi  "Proposed  Uniform  Rules"  were  adversely  re- 
ported upon  by  the  committee  on  constitution  and  regulation,  and 
rejected,  the  report  being,  with  the  exception  of  the  following,  chiefly 
on  well-beaten  lines: 

Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  grand  lodge  has 
never  accepted  or  acted  upon  the  principle  of  perpetual  jurisdiction 
over  rejected  candidates,  and  cannot  advise  that  these  rules  should 
be  adopted  as  a  part  of  our  constitution,  believing  that  we  have  suffi- 
cient safeguards  against  unworthy  candidates. 

It  will  be  seen,  however,  by  the  following,  from  the  journal  of 
the  proceedings,  that  Nova  Scotia  is  not  wholly  vmvexed  by  the 
troubles  which  the  proposed  rules  sought  to  get  rid  of,  nor  wholly  in- 
ditTerent  to  jurisdictional  claims,  territorial  and  personal: 

P. W.  Bro.  A.  G.  Winterbotham  moved,  seconded  by  W.  Bro.  Albert 
Grant: 

Whereas.  Peebles  Kilwinning  Lodge  No.  24,  under  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Scotland,  has  conferred  upon  a  candidate  rejected  by  Canso 
Lodge  No.  79,  R.N.S.,  the  three  degrees  of  Masonry  without  appar- 
ently making  proper  inquiry; 

And  Whereas,  Said  candidate  was  not  and  is  not  now  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland; 

Therefore  Resolved,  That  this  grand  lodge  call  the  attention  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Scotland  to  this  act  of  apparent  discourtesy  on  the 
part  of  their  subordinate  lodge. 

W^hich  was  received  and  ordered  to  be  recorded  in  the  minutes. 

A  constitutional  amendment  providing  for  the  succession  of  the 
senior  past  master  present  to  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  the  master 
and  wardens,  failed  of  adoption. 

The  shado-\y  of  the  debt  on  Freemasons'  Hall,  Halifax,  is  ever  pres- 
ent with  our  Nova  Scotia  brethren.  A  lengthy  discussion  on  the  sub- 
ject led  to  the  adoption  of  the  following: 

Besolfcd,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  devise  means 
to  pay  off  the  debt  on  Freemasons'  Hall,  but  that  no  scheme  for  the 
raising  of  money  for  that  purpose  be  entertained  by  which  this  grand 
lodge  might  become  liable,  as  partner  or  otherwise;  and  further,  that 
no  scheme  be  adopted  without  first  having  been  submitted  for  ap- 
proval to  this  grand  lodge,  either  at  the  next  annual  communication 
or  at  an  emergent  communication  to  be  called  for  that  purpose. 

The  committee  on  appeals  was  without  business. 
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The  yrand  lodye  affiliated  with  the  General  Masonic  Relief  Asso- 
ciation of  the  United  States  and  Canada;  exchanged  telegraphic 
greetings  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Nebraska,  then  in  session;  con- 
ferred well-earned  past  rank  on  the  district  deputies  who  had  served 
for  the  last  two  years;  was  enlivened  by  some  "pointed  remarks"  by 
the  grand  master  and  others  on  absentee  grand  officers,  precipitated 
by  the  absence  and  u1>-ter  silence  of  the  deputy  grand  master,  from 
whom  not  even  a  report  of  his  official  acts  had  been  received;  voted 
to  meet  next  year  at  Halifax,  and  adopted  this  amended  definition  of 
the  jewel  of  a  past  grand  master: 

A  miniature  medal,  to  be  worn  on  the  left  breast,  having  a  bril- 
liant medallion,  on  which  is  emblazoned  on  the  center  the  arms  of 
Nova  Scotia,  surrounded  by  the  words,  ''The  Grand  Lodge  of  Nova 
Scotia,"  and  pendent  therefrom,  the  compasses  and  square  and  a  seg- 
ment of  a  circle  of  !)0%  the  points  of  the  compass  resting  on  the  seg- 
ment. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (190  pp.),  whose  construction  is  thus 
explained  by  the  grand  secretary-: 

In  our  proceedings  for  the  year,  the  proceedings  of  sixty-two 
grand  lodges  have  been  reviewed,  twenty-eight  by  our  experienced 
and  industrious  brother.  R.W.  T.  B.  Flint,  whose  professional  engage- 
ments and  parliamentary  duties  as  the  representative  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Yarmouth  in  the  House  of  Commons,  Ottawa,  make  him  al- 
ways a  busy  man,  but  his  love  for  Freemasonry  and  Masonic  literature 
appears  to  increase  with  his  other  duties.  While  grand  lodge  has  so 
far  neglected  to  recognize  his  valuable  services,  we  believe  they  will 
not  be  overlooked  at  our  next  annual  communication,  and  we  trust 
some  distinguished  rank  ma}^  be  conferred  upon  our  zealous  and  indus- 
trious brother. 

The  Rev.  C.  E.  Willet,  D.C.L.,  has  for  the  first  time  undertaken 
the  task  of  reviewing,  and  the  proceedings  of  twentA'-five  grand  lodges 
have  passed  through  his  hands,  and  we  trust  that  his  efforts  in  this 
new  field  of  literature  will  be  favorabh^  received  by  our  numerous 
Masonic  readers.  He  also  is  a  busy  man,  being"  president  of  King's 
College,  Windsor. 

R  W.  Bro.  Mowbray,  in  order  to  keep  the  printer  going,  reviewed 
two  proceedings,  and  the  writer  for  the  second  time  has.  while  attend- 
ing to  other  important  duties,  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  seven 
grand  lodges. 

With  respect  to  the  work  of  the  chairman,  Bro.  Flint,  it  should 
be  remembered  that  it  has  not  only  been  done  in  the  midst  of  press- 
ing professional  and  other  engagements,  but,  too  frequently,  re- 
moved from  access  to  Masonic  literature  and  authorities  which  he 
was  anxious  to  consult. 

Illinois  for  1894  is  fraternally  reviewed  by  Bro.  WlLLETS,who  does 
his  work  with  discriminating  care. 
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OHIO,  1895. 

86th  Annual.  Springfield.  October  23. 

The  clear-cut,  handsome  face  of  the  retiring  grand  master,  Car- 
roll F.  Clapp,  graces  the  fly-leaf  of  this  volume. 

Grand  Master  Clapp  announced  the  death  of  Grand  Treasurer 
Charles  Brown,  aged  70,  and  Dr.  Charles  Moore  Godfrey,  past 
deputy  grand  master,  at  79.  Bro.  Brown  was  buried  by  the  grand 
lodge,  convened  by  Deputy  Grand  Master  Melish,  the  grand  master 
being  un^^ble  to  be  present.  The  funeral  rites  took  place  in  the  Scot- 
tish Rite  Cathedral,  in  the  presence  of  a  vast  audience,  fully  1,000 
Masons  being  present  from  Cincinnati  and  other  cities.  Of  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  bier  and  other  features,  Bro.  Melish  says. 

Above  the  casket  was  thrown  a  black  cloth  funeral-pall.  At  the 
head  of  the  casket  stood  two  black  cloth-covered  triangular  altars, 
and  a  similar  one  at  the  foot.  On  each  of  the  three  altars  burned  a 
tall  white  taper.  In  striking  contrast  to  this  weird  sight  at  the  coffin 
was  the  beautiful  scene  on  the  stage  directly  behind  it.  The  front  of 
the  stage  was  adorned  with  large,  handsome  floral  pieces,  represent- 
ing Masonic  emblems,  resting  on  easels  of  ferns  and  evergreens. 

One  of  the  handsomest  of  these  was  a  large  triangle  of  white 
flowers,  with  the  word  "Alpha"  on  one  side,  and  "Omega"  on  the 
other.  This  was  sent  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  F.  &  A.M.  An- 
other beautiful  emblem  was  a  piece  composed  of  a  pair  of  white  com- 
passes and  a  square  of  evergreens  in  natural  flowers,  the  tribute  of 
Cynthia  Lodge  No.  155,  of  which  Bro.  Brown  was  treasurer  for  thirty- 
eight  years.  In  the  center  of  the  stage  appeared  a  cross  of  white 
roses  encircled  with  a  purple  wreath. 

The  cathedral  was  appropriately  draped  in  mourning,  while  the 
background  of  the  stage  was  formed  by  a  curtain  with  the  scene  of  a 
river  flowing  peacefully  along  a  valley  between  gently  sloping  hills, 
while  in  front  of  this  was  arranged  a  semi-circle  of  lofty  palms.  The 
officers  of  the  grand  lodge,  and  other  Masonic  bodies,  wearing  their 
insignia,  collars,  white  lambskin  aprons,  and  jewels,  occupied  seats 
on  the  stage. 

During  the  service,  a  double  quartet  of  male  and  female  voices, 
with  the  accompaniment  of  the  grand  organ,  sang  with  most  pleasing 
effect  the  hymns.  ''Nearer,  my  Crod,  to  Thee,"  "Thou  art  gone  to  the 
grave,"  and  "Rock  of  Ages."  Rev.  Bro.  Wm.  E.  Moore,  grand  chap- 
lain, led  in  prayer,  concluding  with  the  "Lord's  Prayer,"  which  was 
repeated  by  all  the  Masons  present. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  service,  which  must  have  been  beautiful 
and  impressive,  all  the  Masons,  preceded  by  the  grand  lodge,  passed 
around  the  coffin  and  deposited  on  it  a  sprig  of  evergreen  as  they 
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uttered  the  words,  "To  our  departed  brother."  Althouj^h  the  cere- 
monies were  under  the  direction  of  the  grand  lodge,  this  circumam- 
bulation  of  the  casket  and  the  dropping  of  the  evergreen  sprig"  was 
tlie  only  feature,  so  far  as  we  can  discover  from  the  description,  which 
allied  them  to  the  Masonic  funeral  service.  At  the  grave  services 
were  conducted  by  the  rector  of  St.  Paul's  church. 

Bro.  Brown  had  been  for  nineteen  years  grand  treasurer,  for 
thirty-eight  years  treasurer  of  his  lodge,  and  "as  a  man  and  a  Mason 
he  was  above  reproach." 

From  an  appreciative  memorial  tribute  to  Bro.  Godfrey,  by  his 
close  friend  and  pupil  in  Masonry,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  J.  L'H. 
Long,  we  learn  that  for  a  period  of  forty  years  he  was  almost  con- 
stantly the  representative  of  his  lodge  in  the  grand  lodge,  and  one  of 
its  most  faithful  and  reliable  workers  on  its  most  important  commit- 
tee. Reaching  the  deputy  grand  mastership  in  regular  order  from 
the  south,  he  declined  to  accept  the  office  of  grand  master,  on  account 
of  his  advanced  age.  For  many  years  he  held  positions  of  hon^or  and 
trust  in  civil  life. 

The  grand  master  was  able  to  make  the  extraordinary  announce- 
ment, for  a  large  jurisdiction,  that  every  lodge  in  the  jurisdiction  had 
been  officially  visited  during  the  year,  and  that  a  written  report  of 
the  true  condition  of  each  lodge  was  then  on  file  in  his  office. 

This  was  done  through  the  untiring  and  earnest  work  of  twenty- 
five  district  lecturers,  on  the  plan  thus  briefly  sketched  by  the  grand 
master: 

A  blank  report  should  be  furnished,  upon  which  a  minute  and  com- 
plete statement  of  the  condition  of  the  lodges  as  visited  could  be 
made.  The  report  agreed  upon  contained  eighteen  questions,  to  each 
of  which  the  lecturer  was  to  secure  a  correct  answer,  and  then  the 
entire  report,  as  completed,  was  to  be  read  to  the  lodge  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  visitation,  that  the  lodge  might  know  its  true  condition 
and  understand  just  what  the  report  contained,  so  that  if  any  errors 
existed  they  might  be  corrected  then  and  there.  Upon  the  day  fol- 
lowing the  visitation  the  report  was  to  be  mailed  to  the  grand  master, 
that  he  might  also  know  the  true  condition  of  the  lodge,  thus  ena- 
bling him  to  correspond  with  the  master  regarding  such  matters  as  he 
found  by  the  report  needed  attention. 

This  plan  enables  the  grand  master  to  keej)  in  close  touch  not 
only  with  the  district  lecturers,  but  also  with  each  lodge;  it  has  proven 
a  success. 

A  duplicate  report  kept  by  the  district  lecturer  furnishes  the 
material  for  his  final  report,  or  summary,  tabulated  for  publication. 

The  total  expense  of  these  visitations  by  district  lecturers  was 
SI, 323.28;  the  average  cost  per  lodge,  $2.65. 
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Following'  are  some  of  the  nineteen  decisions  submitted  by  the 
grand  master: 

Dec.  No.  4.  Held,  that  the  secretary  should  pay  to  the  treasurer 
(he  being  present),  at  each  stated  communication  of  the  lodge,  all 
moneys  in  his  hands  collected  or  paid  him  for  the  lodge. 

Dec.  No.  6.  Held,  that  all  members  should  vote,  and  in  order  to 
constitute  a  legal  ballot  there  must  be  at  least  eight  votes  cast. 

Dec.  No.  7.  Held,  that  a  lodge  has  a  right  within  itself  to  regu- 
late the  amount  of  the  annual  dues  to  be  paid  by  its  members;  but  all 
members  must  be  placed  upon  the  same  basis  and  charged  with  the 
same  dues. 

Dec.  No.  9.  Held,  that  the  installation  of  officers  should  be  in  open 
lodge,  it  being  Masonic  work.  A  lodge  should  not  be  called  to  re- 
freshment to  install  its  officers,  publicly  or  otherwise,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

Dec.  No.  10.  Held,  that  the  worshipful  master  should  not,  nor 
should  any  other  officer  of  a  lodge,  indorse  officially  circular  letters 
or  recommendations  to  be  used  as  advertisements  for  business  pur- 
poses, nor  should  they  permit  the  seal  of  a  lodge  to  be  attached  to 
such  letters  or  recommendations.  Freemasonry  has  a  higher  calling 
than  assisting  in  the  sale  of  any  one's  commodities. 

Dec.  No.  11.  Held,  that  a  lodge  is  not  obliged  to  furnish  nurses  for 
its  sick  members,  and  should  not  undertake  to  do  so  except  in  extreme 
and  extraordinary  cases.  As  a  rule,  the  receipts  of  a  lodge  do  not 
justify  the  expenditure  that  would  be  required  to  carry  out  such  a 
plan. 

Dec.  No.  13.  Held,  that  where  a  motion  has  been  made  to  expunge 
from  the  lodge  records  an  objection  that  had  been  filed  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  a.  candidate,  the  master  erred  in  not  declaring  the 
motion  out  of  order,  and  although  the  motion  was  carried,  it  did  not 
invalidate  the  objection  or  the  rights  of  the  objecting  brother. 

Dec.  No.  1.5.  Held,  that  a  lodge  has  a  right  to  remit  past  dues  of 
its  members  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  but  cannot  remit  future 
or  anticipated  dues. 

Dec.  No.  16.  Held,  that  an  applicant  for  degrees,  being  blind  in  one 
eye  but  otherwise  eligible,  would  not,  because  of  such  defect  alone, 
be  disqualified  from  receiving  the  degrees  of  Freemasonry. 

Dec.  No.  19.  An  applicant  petitioned  a  lodge  whose  fees  for  con- 
ferring the  degrees  in  Masonry  were  $50,  a  by-law  of  the  lodge  requir- 
ing the  entire  amount  to  accompany  the  petition,  which  the  applicant 
complied  with.  The  petition  took  the  regular  course,  and  the  appli- 
cant was  elected  to  receive  the  degree  of  P^ntered  Apprentice;  but 
before  receiving  said  degree  he  was  taken  sick,  and  was  in  poor  health 
for  a  long  time  thereafter,  and  finally  removed  out  of  the  state. 
After  said  removal,  the  applicant  requested  the  lodge  to  return  to 
him  the  amount  that  he  had  deposited,  and  permit  him  to  withdraw 
his  petition. 

Held,  that  there  would  be  no  impropriety  in  so  far  granting  his 
request  as  to  return  to  him  the  amount  that  he  had  paid.     A  lodge 
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should  not  require  a  candidate  to  forfeit  the  fees  advanced,  if  for  any 
good  reason  he  does  not  desire  to  receive  the  degree  to  which  he  has 
been  elected. 

No.  4  states  the  rule  correctly,  but  the  frequent  absence  of  the 
treasurer  easily  begets  carelessness.  No.  6,  of  course,  refers  to  bal- 
loting on  petitions.  No.  7  received  the  approval  of  the  jurispru- 
dence committee  as  well  as  that  of  the  grand  lodge,  but  the  commit- 
tee subsequently  reported  a  constitutional  amendment  in  derogation 
of  this  inherent  right,  fixing  the  minimum  of  dues  at  $3.00,  which  ob- 
jections sent  over  until  next  year.  No.  9  is  published  here  for  infor- 
mation, it  being  held  in  some  localities  that  a  lodge  may  be  at  work 
and  at  refreshment  at  the  same  time.  No.  10  is  right,  but  it  is  humil- 
iating to  think  that  any  one  who  has  learned  enough  of  Masonry  to 
acquire  its  degrees  in  a  regular  way,  should  need  to  be  told  in  set 
phrase,  but  it  is  unmasonic  to  attempt  to  use  Masonry  in  any  way  as 
a  makeweight  in  business.  This  growing  evil  has  grown  as  it  has 
chiefly  because  the  first  attempts  to  give  the  Masonic  name  to  busi- 
ness enterprises  under  the  guise  of  benevolent  associations  were  not 
summarily  checked.  No.  11  is  right  and  timely  because  the  craft 
ought  to  be  reminded  frequently  of  a  fact  that  they  are  under  no  ob- 
ligations to  furnish  nurses  or  pecuniary  aid  to  a  sick  brother  if  he  is 
able  to  supply  his  own  wants — nurses  included.  Nos.  15,  16,  and  19 
are  all  in  accord  with  Illinois  precedents  and  with  our  own  views. 

The  grand  master  reports  that  "at  least  ninety  per  cent  of  the 
lodges  are  highly  proficient  in  the  esoteric  work,  and  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  the  cypher  ritual  will  have  fulfilled  its  mission,  and 
a  uniform  work  will  prevail  throughout  the  state."  Continuing,  he 
says: 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that,  when  the  proper  time  comes, 
the  rituals  should  be  taken  up,  and  this  grand  jurisdiction  relieved  of 
the  criticisms  that  are  being  made  upon  this  subject  by  other  grand 
jurisdictions.  Although  favoring  its  publication  at  the  time,  because 
it  seemed  to  be  a  necessity  in  order  to  secure  uniformity  of  work, 
still  I  must  admit  that  it  has  caused  some  regrets  since  that  such  an 
innovation  to  the  original  plans  of  Masonry  should  have  been  toler- 
ated; for  it  opened  wide  the  gates  to  the  aclmission  of  almost  any  of 
the  so-called  modern  improvements.  The  sooner  we  retrace  our 
steps,  and  then  follow  the  footprints  of  our  forefathers,  the  better  it 
will  be  for  Freemasonry  in  this  grand  jurisdiction. 

It  is  a  healthful  sign  that  our  Ohio  brethren  have  become  con- 
scious that  they  are  being  criticised  by  other  jurisdictions,  but  the 
animadversions  of  their  neighbors  have  not  penetrated  very  deeply 
if,  as  is  here  indicated,  repentance  is  to  wait  upon  such  a  time  as 
finds  sin  unprofitable. 

The  grand  master  reports  that  advances  had  been  made  by  Grand 
Master  Morgan,  of  Tennessee,  looking  to  a  restoration'of  full  fra- 


MASONIC    CORRESPONDENCE.  235 

ternal  relations  between  the  two  jurisdictions,  and  he  had  replied 
that  the  abolition  of  the  grand  representative  system  by  Tennessee 
had  substantially  removed  the  cause  of  estrangement,  and  that  all 
that  seemed  necessary  was  for  each  grand  body  to  express  a  willing- 
ness and  desire  to  re-establish  former  relations.  In  reply  Grand 
Master  Morgan  made  a  formal  statement  in  behalf  of  the  Tennessee 
craftsmen  of  his  earnest  desire  and  request  for  the  resumption  of 
fraternal  relations.  The  correspondence,  with  Grand  Master  Clapp's 
endorsement  of  the  request  of  Grand  Master  Morgan,  was  sent  to 
the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence,  and  by  unanimous  endorse- 
ment of  the  committee's  report,  Ohio  declared  that  "This  grand 
lodge  desires  to  extend  herewith  to  the  M.W.  grand  master,  grand 
lodge,  and  brethren  of  Tennessee  our  warmest  expressions  of  brotherly 
love  and  esteem,  and  a  most  cordial  welcome  to  them  in  their  visita- 
tions-to  grand  and  subordinate  lodges  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
of  Ohio." 

Masons  throughout  the  country  will  rejoice  that  white-winged 
peace  now  broods  over  the  two  jurisdictions,  and  will  congratulate 
both  upon  their  display  of  good  sense  and  genuine  Masonic  spirit. 

Personally,  we  desire  to  add  our  congratulations  to  Past  Grand 
Master  Cunningham,  of  the  committee,  upon  the  delicate  concession 
in  the  last  line  of  his  report  to  the  doubt  which  existed  at  the  time 
the  estrangement  begun.  However  superfluous  it  might  have  seemed 
to  him,  it  was  a  gracious  thing  to  confess  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ohio  is  a  grand  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Bro.  Cunningham's  judicious  treat- 
ment of  this  estrangement  in  his  general  reviews  of  correspondence 
did  much  to  show  that  nothing  substantial  stood  in  the  way  of  recon- 
ciliation, and  that  he  richly  deserves  the  compliment  paid  him  in  the 
following  by  Grand  Master  Clapp: 

It  is  only  necessary  to  glance  over  the  correspondence  from  other 
grand  jurisdictions  to  be  convinced  that  no  mistake  has  been  made 
in  the  selection  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  cor- 
respondence for  this  grand  lodge,  for  he  receives  the  highest  compli- 
ments from  all  other  jurisdictions.  While  his  criticisms  are  sometimes 
pointed  when  in  defence  of  his  own  grand  lodge,  yet  they  are  written 
in  such  a  spirit  of  brotherly  love  and  kindness  as  never  to  give  offence; 
and  his  opinions  are  regarded  and  respected  as  authority  in  every 
grand  jurisdiction  of  the  world.  The  position  is  a  very  important 
one;  for  the  correspondent  is  a  molder  of  sentiment  either  for  or 
against  the  grand  jurisdiction  he  represents.  The  fact  that  we  are 
now  at  peace  with  every  legitimate  Masonic  body  in  the  world,  and 
that  the  most  fraternal  relations  exist,  speaks  more  for  our  present 
correspondent  than  anything  that  can  be  said. 

Of  the  completed  Masonic  Home  which  they  were  that  day  to 
•dedicate  the  grand  master  says: 
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There  is  one  matter,  however,  connected  with  the  home,  to  which 
I  particularly  desire  to  call  your  attention.  It  is  being  urg-ed  by 
some  that  when  the  home  is  completed  it  should  be  turned  over  to 
the  Blue  lodges  to  control  and  provide  for.  I  hope  that  you  will  never 
consent  to  nor  accept  of  such  a  trust.  The  present  plan  of  control 
has  worked  most  admirably — having  every  legitimate  and  recognized 
Masonic  body  of  the  state  equal  co-workers  in  this  great  cause  of 
brotherly  love. 

The  other  recognized  Masonic  bodies  have  a  much  larger  income 
than  our  blue  lodges,  and  are  not  called  upon  to  dispense  every-day 
charity  at  home  to  such  an  extent  as  our  subordinate  lodges,  and 
they  should  not  undertake,  nor  be  permitted  to  be  released  from  the 
prominent  position  the3'  have  assumed  in  this  great  work  of  charity. 

The  grand  master  went  further  and  urged  at  least  a  quasi  recog- 
nition of  an  organization  not  scheduled  in  its  list  of  recognizable 
Masonic  bodies,  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  The  unsolicited  offers 
of  the  grand  matron  of  that  order  in  Ohio  to  assist  in  the  maintenance 
of  the  Home,  disarmed  his  prejudices  and  led  him  to  think  their  pres- 
ent rule  regarding  their  occupancy  of  lodge  rooms  should  be  relaxed. 
The  jurisprudence  committee  agreed,  and  the  grand  lodge  adopted 
the  following  rule: 

That  any  organization  known  and  designated  as  a  chapter  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  when  composed  entirely  of  Masons  under  obedience  to 
this  grand  lodge,  and  of  the  wives,  daughters,  and  families  of  such 
Masons,  majs  with  the  consent  of  the  grand  master  and  the  consent 
of  the  Masonic  bodies  jointly  occupying  such  Masonic  halls,  be  per- 
mitted to  use  such  Masonic  halls  for  festival  and  ceremonial  purposes. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  session— a  lovely  Indian 
summer  day — the  Masonic  Home  was  dedicated  by  the  grand  lodge  in 
the  presence  of  a  vast  concourse  of  Masons  and  others,  who  from 
early  morning  had  been  pouring  into  the  city  on  all  routes. 

John  W.  Iredell,  Jr.,  the  representative  of  Illinois  near  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Ohio,  the  first  president  of  the  Home,  vi^ho  in  that 
position  and  afterwards  as  chairmap  of  the  building  committee  had 
been  most  prominently  identified  with  every  detail  of  the  work,  bore 
the  well  earned  honor  of  grand  architect  of  the  occasion,  and  Grand 
Orator  O.  P.  Sperra  delivered  the  address  of  dedication.  It  was 
pitched  in  the  lofty  ke}^  which  so  great  an  occasion  might  be  expected 
to  inspire,  and  whether  dealing  with  principles  in  the  domain  of  fact 
or  soaring  in  the  realms  of  imaginary  history,  did  not  flat. 

The  grand  lodge  donated  $10,000  from  its  surplus  funds  to  the 
Home,  and  the  master  of  Cincinnati  Lodge  No.  133  stated  that  its 
donation  of  SI, 000,  which  he  announced  on  the  second  day  of  the  ses- 
sion, was  its  method  of  celebrating  the  fiftieth  anniversar}^  of  its 
constitution. 

The  completion  of  the  work  of  revising  the  Ohio  code  by  an  able 
committee  was  reported,  and  the  method  of   preparation  has  been 
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such  as  to  seem  to  warrant  the  statement  of  the  ijrand  master  that  it 
will  be  the  most  accurate  code  ever  published,  but  we  must  be  per- 
mitted to  doubt  the  correctness  of  his  judgment  that  it  is  also  the 
most  perfect,  so  long  as  the  revolutionary  denial  of  the  right  of  a 
lodge  to  instruct  its  representative  in  the  grand  lodge  stands  as  "a 
part  of  it.  It  is  somewhat  reassuring  to  find  that  the  ancient  charges 
are  still  permitted  to  stand  as  a  part  of  the  code;  and  it  will  certainly 
add  to  the  interest  of  the  book  if  Past  Grand  Master  S.  Stacker 
Williams  complies  with  the  request  of  the  grand  lodge  to  furnish  a 
sketch  of  that  body  and  its  labors,  to  be  published  with  the  code. 

The  grand  lodge  sat  for  the  last  day  of  its  session  under  the  sound 
of  a  gavel  made  from  the  wood  cut  from  an  olive  tree  in  Jerusalem, 
presented  to  it  through  Bro.  JOHN  M.  Stull,  president  of  the  Ohio 
Masonic  Home,  by  the  master  of  a  lodge  meeting  in  the  Holy  City; 
chartered  five  new  lodges,  one  of  which  broke  all  Ohio  records  by  con- 
ferring one  hundred  and  sixty-nine  degrees  during  its  year  of  proba- 
tion, and  signalized  the  occasion  of  a  visit  by  the  grand  master  by 
raising  to  the  third  degree  a  father  and  his  three  sons;  adopted  a 
design  for  a  district  lecturer's  jewel,  and  ordered  twenty-five  of  them 
for  as  many  officers,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  their  successors; 
ordered  the  purchase  of  an  appropriate  jewel  for  each  of  its  past 
grand  masters  whom  it  had  not  already  so  decorated;  witnessed  the 
presentation  of  an  appropriate  jewel  ordered  by  the  Grand  Chapter 
of  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  Ohio  for  its  oldest  living  past  grand  high 
priest,  Bro.  Harvey  Vinal,  a  resident  of  Springfield,  88  years  of  age, 
and  learned  from  the  deputy  grand  master  that  the  beautiful  jewe^ 
ordered  at  its  last  session  for  Past  Grand  Master  Allen  Andrews 
had  been  presented  to  him  at  the  Scottish  Rite  reunion  at  Cincinnati, 
and  that  his  characteristic  and  eloquent  remarks  in  response  were 
much  enjoyed  by  all  present;  ordered  3,000  copies  of  the  revised  code 
printed  for  distribution;  voted  to  hold  its  next  annual  communication 
at  Cincinnati  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  October,  1896,  and  adopted 
the  following: 

Resolved,  That  the  worshipful  master  of  each  and  every  lodge  shall 
require  every  newly-obligated  Master  Mason  to  acquire  the  examina- 
tion lecture  of  the  Master's  degree,  and  that  the  worshipful  master 
certify  that  this  has  been  done  on  the  annual  returns  of  his  lodge,  and 
that  the  grand  secretary  cause  to  be  print-ed  a  blank  certificate  to 
that  effect  on  the  blanks  sent  out  for  the  annual  returns. 

William  B.  Melish  was  elected  grand  master;  Jacob  H.  Brom- 
WELL  re-elected  grand  secretary,  both  of  Cincinnati. 

Grand  Master  Clapp  was  honored  by  a  re-election,  but  declined 
further  service  on  the  ground  of  justice  to  others  who  have  a  laud- 
able ambition  for  office,  and  because  a  one-year  term  would  bring  to 
the  front  competent  Masons  who  otherwise  might  remain  compara" 
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tively  unknown,  and  thereby  give  to  the  grand  lodge  the  benefit  of 
their  brain  and  thought. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (306  pp.)  is  again  from  the  facile 
and  courteous  pen  of  Past  Grand  Master  William  M.  Cunningham, 
whose  Masonic  knowledge  and  great  ability  have  so  long  enriched 
this  and  other  departments  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Ohio.  He  gives  thirteen  pages  to  the  Illinois  proceedings  for  1894, 
nine  of  which  are  devoted  to  the  report  on  correspondence. 

His  review  shows  that  he  had  carefully  examined  our  proceedings. 
Grand  Master  Goddard's  address  is  spoken  of  as  a  concise  and  well 
written  report  of  his  official  acts,  and  he  quotes  from  his  remarks 
relative  to  the  correspondence  of  his  office  as  evidence  of  his  holding 
correct  views  of  its  duties  and  responsibilities.  Liberal  contribu- 
tion is  levied  on  Grand  Orator  Black's  eloquent  address,  his  quota- 
tions being  under  the  sub-headings  "Anarchy,"  and  "The  Antiquity 
of  Freemasonry." 

He  does  us  the  hon©r  to  quote  as  pertinent  our  remarks,  in  part, 
on  the  grand  representative  system,  and  still  more  at  length,  in  accord 
with  his  own  views,  our  criticism  of  the  Iowa  legislation  making  a 
distinction  between  the  terms  "non-affiliated"  and  "unaffiliated," 
heretofore  universally  used  interconvertibly,  as  applied  to  Masons  not 
members  of  lodges. 

We  have  also  his  approval  of  our  position  relative  to  the  advance- 
ment of  those  maimed  after  initiation,  and  it  is  not  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  find  ourselves  at  one  in  this  matter,  knowing  the  general 
breadth  and  liberality  of  his  views. 

Of  our  dissent  from  the  Ohio  decision  that  where  concurrent 
jurisdiction  prevails  one  lodge  may  waive  jurisdiction  for  all,  over 
material  residing  therein,  he  says: 

Whilst  all  lodges  having  concurrent  jurisdiction  should  doubtless, 
in  all  cases,  have  notice  of  the  pending  application,  that  anj'  objec- 
tion to  the  waiver  might  be  heard,  as  is  so  provided  in  the  Ohio  regu- 
lation, which  is  more  consistent,  less  liable  to  friction,  and  therefore 
more  desirable  than  that  of  Illinois  or  New  York. 

He  discusses  at  considerable  length  his  favorite  subject  of  Cer- 
neauism,  and  as  usual  ranges  everybody  under  that  banner  who  does 
not  believe  in  the  policy  of  grand  lodge  intervention  between  the 
rival  supreme  councils,  emphasizing  this  position  as  follows: 

In  reply  to  his  rejoinder,  concerning  what  he  terms  the  "great 
party!"  of  non-interventionists  in  Iowa  and  elsewhere,  we  have  only 
to  say  that  in  Ohio  its  known  leaders  were,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
proiiineul  in  the  Cerneau  ranks,  or  were  its  paid  attorneys  or  inter- 
ested advocates,  and  we  believe  this  also  to  have  been  the  case  in  Iowa, 
Pennsylvania,  and  Nebraska;  and,  further,  we  have  yet  to  learn  the 
names  of  even  a  score  of  any  such  prominent  disinterested  leaders  of  his 
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so-termed   non-intervention  party  who,  under  their  own  names,  ad- 
vised against  the  appeals  to  the  courts  by  their  Cerneau  friends. 

And  having  excused  himself  as  best  he  might  for  quoting  only  a 
portion  of  one  of  our  paragraphs,  when  the  reproduction  of  the  whole 
would  have  taken  the  point  out  of  his  attempt  to  put  us  in  the  cate- 
gory of  an  "interested"  non-interventionist,  he  says: 

It  is  now  in  order  for  Bro.  Bobbins  to  state  any  considerable  number 
of  names  of  the  prominent  disinterested  leaders  of  his  so  styled  non-inter- 
vention party  who  have  placed  themselves  on  record  as  advising  the 
Cerneaus  against  their  appeal  to  the  courts.  It  would  also,  in  support 
of  his  assertions,  be  pertinent  for  him  to  state  how,  when,  or  where 
either  the  supreme  council  of  the  Scottish  Rite  of  the  Northern  or 
Southern  jurisdiction  has  ever,  by  any  official  action,  sought  the  offi- 
cial recognition  of  grand  lodges  within  tiie  United  States. 

It  is  not  in  order  for  Bro.  Bobbins  to  do  anything  of  the  kind. 
The  presence  of  the  leaders  of  the  non-intervention  party  in  Iowa  on 
the  floor  of  the  grand  lodge  and  making  their  Masonic  appeal  to  that 
body  is  prima  facie  evidence  that  they  did  not  countenance  an  unma- 
sonic  appeal  elsewhere.  When  Bro.  Cunningham  offers  some  evidence 
to  overthrow  the  presumption  of  loyalty  on  the  part  of  those  who 
were  there  in  their  proper  places  and  in  such  numbers  as  to  divide 
the  grand  lodge  almost  in  the  middle,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  talk 
about  a  bill  of  particulars. 

Touching  the  remainder  of  the  paragraph  above  quoted,  it  will 
be  pertinent  for  him  to  ask  for  such  a  bill  after  he  has  shown  when 
or  where  we  have  stated  that  either  of  the  supreme  councils  named 
have  by  any  official  action  sought  the  intervention  of  grand  lodges 
within  the  United  States.  Meanwhile,  Bro.  Cunningham  might  tell 
us  of  what  proposed  unofficial  action  Bro.  Pike  had  been  advised 
when  he  gave  the  advice  for  which  he  took  credit,  as  he  was  entitled 
to  do,  not  to  invoke  the  intervention  of  grand  lodges. 

Our  brother  refuses  to  be  comforted  because  we  decline  to  confess 
to  undue  haste  in  quoting  the  utterances  of  Grand  Master  Inger- 
SOLL,  of  Tennessee,  in  that  official's  report  of  the  beginnings  of  the 
estrangement  between  that  jurisdiction  and  Ohio,  now  so  happily 
reconciled.  As  we  did  not  quote  those  utterances  until  after  they 
were  uttered,  it  ought  to  be  manifest  to  him  that  we  were  justified  in 
saying  that  his  charge  of  undue  haste  had  only  an  imaginary  basis. 
As  to  the  other  half  of  his  charge— that  we  showed  also  undue  haste 
and  avidity  in  crediting  the  statement  of  Bro.  Ingersoll  that  Grand 
Master  Burdick  had  avowed  that  he  would  receive  no  representative 
unless  he  was  not  only  an  orthodox  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  but  also  a 
prominent  and  active  supporter  of  the  policy  of  using  the  power  of 
the  grand  lodge  to  support  an  order  of  the  Scottish  Rite — since  our 
esteemed  brother  considers  Grand  Master  Goodale's  letter  irrele- 
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vant  we  presume  we  must  reluctantly  conclude  that  he  is  joined  to 
his  idols. 

Considering  the  events  which  were  then  taking  place  in  Ohio'  it 
did  not  need  Bro.  Goodale's  letter  to  show  that  there  was  no  in- 
herent improbability  in  Bro.  Ingersoll's  statement:  but  on  top  of 
these  events  came  the  letter  of  Bro.  Goodale  with  its  declaration 
that  he  would  "agree  to  present  for  appointment  as  the  grand  repre- 
sentative of  Tennessee  to  this  grand  lodge  (Ohio),  any  brother  who  is 
in  sympathy  with  the  majority  of  the  fraternity  in  this  state  on  all 
matters  appertaining  to  the  Corneau  controversy,^^  thus  showing  that  the 
alleged  policy  of  Bro.  Burdick's  administration  continued  to  prevail 
three  years  later.  Bro.  Cunningham  says  our  reference  to  it  as  bear- 
ing upon  the  question  whetner  we  had  shown  unfraternal  haste  in 
accepting  Grand  Master  Ingersoll's  statement  when  it  was  first 
published  is  an  irrelevant  one! 

Bro.  Cunningham  is  not  always  happy  in  his  choice  of  words, 
scholarly  as  he  maybe  and  is.  In  our  review  of  California  we  referred 
to  our  understanding  that  in  the  '"Masonry"' of  the  Holy  Empire  single 
individuals  assumed  to  expel  each  other,  whereupon  Bro.  Cunning- 
ham said  it  would  be  eminently  proper  for  us  to  cite  our  authority 
for  any  sucli  unwarranted  statement,  if  we  referred  to  any  legiti- 
mate Masonic  body,  whether  grand  lodge  or  supreme  council.  To 
this  we  ventured  to  reply — "ostentatiously,"  he  says — as  follows: 

Eminently  proper.  One  instance  is  quite  enough  to  illustrate  the 
principle.  When  Simon  W.  Robinson  reorganized  his  Supreme  Coun- 
cil for  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  in  1866,  he  cited  Charles  W.  Moore, 
Albert  Case,  Charles  R.  Starkweather,  and  A.  B.  Young  to  appear 
before  him  in  council  chamber,  and  they  having  failed  or  neglected 
to  obey  the  summons,  or  to  take  any  notice  of  it,  he  ousted  them,  by 
his  fiat,  from  the  council,  and  proceeded  to  fill  their  places  with 
others.     We  presume  tiis  council  was  legitimate. 

This  he  characterizes  as  "far-fetched"'  and  "evasive." 

"He  might  have  dissembled  his  love, 
But  why  should  he  kick  us  down  stairs?" 

He  might  have  shown  that  we  were  mistaken,  as  might  easily 
happen  if  we  relied  on  unsafe  authorities,  but  our  citation  was  neither 
equivocal  nor  far-fetched.  Indeed,  he  does  try  to  show  that  we  must 
have  been  mistaken,  for  he  says:  * 

If  Bro.  Robbins  will  consult  the  "proceedings  and  documents"  of 
the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  Jurisdiction  for  1862,  page  128,  he 
will  find  that  Robinson  was  expelled  by  that  body  on  May  22, 1862,  four 
years  before  the  date  to  which  he  refers.  In  1867,  a  year  later  than 
the  date  mentioned,  the  union  was  consummated  between  the  supreme 
council  of  the  northern  jurisdiction  with  the  Hays-Atwood  Cerneau 
supreme  council,  in  which  the  Raymond-Robinson  faction  had  previ- 
ously been  incorporated,  thereby  doing  away  with,  or  rather  wiping 
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out,  original  Cerneauism  and  all  other  warring"  factions  against  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  Northern  Masonic  Jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States. 

If  we  had  access,  as  we  have  not,  to  the  proceedings  and  docu- 
ments of  the  supreme  council  alluded  to,  we  are  not  sure  but  we  might 
find  another  instance  of  expulsioij  by  the  one-man  power,  as  at  about 
that  period  some  of  the  warring  supreme  councils  were  running  pretty 
short-handed.  Bro.  Enoch  T.  Carson,  the  learned  historian  of  the 
Ancient  and  Accepted  Rite,  does  not  speak  of  Robinson's  expulsion  in 
1862,  or  at  any  other  time,  but  he  does  show— and  it  is  important  as 
bearing  upon  our  presumed  legitimacy  of  his  council — that /owr  years 
after  the  date  at  which  Bro.  Cunningham  says  he  was  expelled, 
the  Southern  Supreme  Council  for  whose  recognition  all  the  warring 
councils,  claiming  each  to  be  itself  the  Northern  Supreme  Council, 
were  striving,  decided  that  Robinson  was  the  legitimate  grand  com- 
mander, and  that  he  presided  over  one  and  Van  Rensselaer  over 
the  other  of  the  two  councils  which  in  1867  united  to  form  the  North- 
ern Supreme  Council.  We  are  bound  to  believe  that  the  sources  of 
the  authority  to  which  in  common  with  our  esteemed  and  distinguished 
brother  we  owe  so  much  of  fealty  as  may  be  consistent  with  our  para- 
mount allegiance  to  Ancient  Craft  Masonry,  were  legitimate. 


OKLAHOMA,  1896. 

4th  Annual.  Perry.  February  11. 

This  well  printed  pamphlet,  illustrated  with  portraits  of  the  re- 
tiring grand  master  (Charles  A.  Newman)  and  Past  Grand  Master 
Selwyn  Douglas,  bears  the  imprint  of  a  Stillwater  (O.T.)  printing 
house. 

Grand  Master  Newman  made  the  gratifying  announcement  that 
no  officer  or  member  of  the  grand  lodge  had  died  during  the  year. 
Later  in  the  session  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Chaplain  James  Clinton 
Neal  was  reported  and  a  mourning  page  is  dedicated  to  his  memory. 

Referring  to  special  dispensations  issued  and  refused  the  grand 
master  says: 

On  August  27,  189"),  Ponca  Lodge  No.  18,  made  application  for  a 
special  dispensation  to  receive  an  application  from,  and  niake  a  Ma- 
son of  a  c;indidate  whose  right  leg  was  off  above  the  knee,  and  ac- 
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companied  the  application  with  a  fee  of  SIO.  The  application  was 
promptl}'  refused  and  fee  returned,  they  havinff  been  previously  ad- 
vised that  I  considered  hint  ineligible. 

The  Oklahoma  regulations  require  the  individual  beneficiary  of  a 
special  dispensation  to  pay  the  fee  therefor.  That  he  should  have 
tendered  such  a  fee  after  having  been  gratuitously  informed  by  the 
grand  master  that  he  was  ineligible,  removes  whatever  of  regret  one 
might  feel  at  his  being  barred  by  the  law.  »  Speculation  over  the  re- 
flections of  the  lodge  through  whom  the  bid  w'as  made  would  be  idle. 

The  grand  master  made  seven  other  decisions,  viz: 

1.  The  examination  of  the  proposed  members  of  a  U.D.  lodge  must 
take  place  in  the  hall  of  a  regularly  chartered  lodge.  It  is  illegal 
for  the  three  principal  officers  of  a  chartered  lodge  to  visit  the  pro- 
posed new  lodge  and  witness  an  exemplification  of  the  work,  as  a  basis 
for  the  certificate  required  for  formation  of  new  lodges. 

2.  A  past  master  of  a  sister  grand  jurisdiction,  if  he  be  a  member 
of  a  lodge  and  in  good  standing,  maj-  be  invited  b}-  the  master  or  war- 
dens to  preside  over  the  lodge  and  install  the  officers. 

Question. — We  have  an  applicant  for  degrees  who  has  one  short 
limb — about  eight  inches  short.  Must  we  have  a  dispensation  to  act 
on  his  petition,  and  what  are  the  fees  for  dispensation,  and  who  does 
it  come  fromV 

Answer.— If  the  applicant  can  give  all  due  signs  and  salutations 
as  required  by  Sec.  13,  Art.  8,  of  the  Constitution,  no  dispensation  is 
necessarj'.  and  he  can  be  admitted:  otherwise  not.  I  should  hesitate 
to  grant  a  dispensation  to  cover  disabilit}-.  The  qualifications  set 
forth  in  said  section  are  explicit  and  must  be  complied  with,  and  as 
grand  master  I  do  not  feel  authorized  to  abrogate  any  part  thereof. 
The  applicant  must  be  able  to  become  a  Mason  in  due  form. 

4.  One  who  has  resided  in  our  territory  but  one  month  can  be  admit- 
ted to  membership  under  dispensation  from  the  grand  master,  but 
strict  examination  as  to  character  and  fitness  of  the  applicant,  both  by 
personal  investigation  and  official  correspondence  between  the  lodge 
applied  to  and  the  lodge  located  at  the  former  residence  of  the  appli- 
cant will  be  required. 

.5.  A  grand  master  has  no  authoritj-  to  grant  a  dispensation  au- 
thorizing a  lodge  to  reconsider  an  unfavorable  ballot.  (Art.  8,  SeclS, 
Constitution.) 

6.  The  Osage  Nation  is  properly  within  our  Masonic  jurisdiction. 

7.  There  is  nothing  in  our  laws  to  prevent  a  catholic  from  becom- 
ing a  Mason,  nor  a  quarter-breed  or  half-breed  Indian. 

No.  1  is  correctly  based  on  the  fact  that  the  certificate  required 
is  the  certificate  of  the  lodge,  not  simpl}^  of  its  officers.  No.  2  is  good 
law,  and  it  ought  to  be  good  law  that  a  past  master  from  anywhere, 
whether  affiliated  or  not,  is  eligible  to  intall.  No.  3  is  well  stated. 
The  responsibility  of  deciding  whether  the  applicant  is  ph}'sically  fit 
under  the  terms  of  the  law,  rests  on  the  lodge,  to  be  exercised  accord- 
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ing"  to  its  best  judgrnent  and  at  its  peril.  The  responsibility  of  decid- 
ing- whether  the  lodg^e  has  broken  the  law  in  any  given  case,  and  if 
so,  whether  such  violation  involves  the  necessity  of  discipline,  rests 
on  the  grand  master.  He  has  no  power  to  grant  "indulgences."  No. 
4  chiefly  declares  the  law  of  the  grand  master  unto  himself,  ?'.  e., 
the  conditions  he  will  require  before  he  will  issue  such  a  dispensation. 
Nos.  5  and  6  are  matters  of  local  information,  the  latter  being  also  of 
interest  to  outsiders  who  have  forgotten  the  jurisdictional  boundaries 
of  Oklahoma ;  and  No.  7  is  so  catholic  and  unimpeachable  that  we 
may  well  presume  that  he  would  have  included  the  full-bred  Indian  if 
the  questions  which  called  it  forth  had  covered  that  point. 

A  communication  from  Grand  Master  Goddard  of  Illinois  touch- 
ing their  law  respecting  rejected  material,  leads  him  to  discuss  the 
doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  and  to  reach  the  conclusion  which 
he  states  in  the  language  of  Bro.  Goddard,  that  "while  it  is  reason- 
able and  proper  to  retain  control  so  long  as  the  rejected  material 
remains  in  our  jurisdiction,  there  sliould  be  a  limit  of  time  of  such  con- 
trol when  he  leaves  our  state  and  locates  in  another  territory."  The 
grand  lodge,  however,  adopted  the  conclusion  of  the  committee  on 
law  and  usage,  that  it  would  be  unwise  to  change  the  old  and  well 
established  axiom  of  "jurisdiction  once  obtained,  always  held  until 
waived." 

He  refers  to  a  claim  of  an  Oklahoma  lodge  against  a  Missouri 
lodge  for  the  care  of  a  sick  brother,  a  member  of  the  latter,  the  story 
of  which  is  told  in  extenso  in  the  papers  submitted.  The  following  is 
from  the  memorial  of  the  Oklahoma  lodge: 

From  this  correspondence  we  find  at  the  time  Ritchey  Lodge  was 
first  notified  of  the  sickness  and  destitution  of  Bro.  Glover  he  was  a 
member  of  that  lodge,  although  behind  with  his  dues.  We  also  find 
that  while  Bro.  Glover  was  sick  and  destitude,  away  from  home  and 
among  strangers,  and  upon  the  charity  of  others,  charges  were  pre- 
ferred against  him  by  his  home  lodge,  the  lodge  that  was  bound  by 
ever}-  tie  that  should  bind,  to  uphold,  assist,  and  encourage  Bro. 
Glover  in  his  then  condition,  and  he  was  b}'  that  lodge  suspended  from 
all  the  privileges  of  Masonry,  as  is  shown  by  the  letter  hereunto  at- 
tached and  marked  "Exhibit  B,"  and  made  a  part  hereof.  We  still 
nursed  and  rendered  assistance  to  Bro.  Glover  during  his  long  and 
serious  spell  of  sickness,  feeling  that  it  was  unmasonic  to  so  treat  a 
sick  and  destitute  brother.  During  the  time  he  was  sick,  members  of 
this  lodge  sat  up  and  nursed  him  about  seventy  nights,  for  which  no 
charge  was  ever  made  or  any  account  ever  kept.  When  the  member- 
ship of  our  lodge  at  that  time  is  considered  (about  twenty),  and  nearly 
half  of  them  living  in  the  country  where  they  could  not  render  the 
assistance  they  would  willingly  have  rendered  had  it  been  so  they 
could,  some  idea  will  then  be  had  of  the  sacrifice,  work,  and  assistance 
of  those  who  did  do  this  night  nursing  of  the  sick  brother. 

The  memorial  concludes  by  suggesting  that  the  good  of  Masonry 
would  be  subserved  b}'  securing  through  the  grand  master  the  opinion 
of  the  grand  master  of  Missouri  on  the  following  two  propositions: 
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1.  Is  it  Masonic  for  a  subordinate  lodjre  to  expel  or  suspend  one  of 
its  members  under  the  circumstances  surrounding"  Brother  Glover  at 
the  time  of  his  suspension  by  Ritchey  Lodyfe  No.  530.  of  Ritchey,  Mis- 
souri? If  not.  then  should  not  the  g^rand  master  teach  Ritchey  Lodge, 
and  through  Ritchey  Lodge,  other  lodges,  a  lesson  by  calling  for  the 
charter  of  said  Ritchey  Lodge. 

2.  Is  Ritchej"  Lodge  morally  or  Masonicalh-  bound  to  reimburse 
Pawnee  Lodge  for  the  expenditures  made  during  the  sickness  of 
Brother  Glover"?  If  so.  in  what  wa^-  can  Ritchev  Lodge  be  made  to 
respond?  If  not.  what  course  should  a  lodge  situated  as  Pawnee  Lodge 
was  at  the  time  of  the  sickness  of  Brother  Glover,  pursue,  it  being  at 
the  time  unable  to  bear  the  burden  of  said  sickness? 

The  committee  on  law  and  usage  could  do  no  more  than  to  prop- 
erly state  the  law  in  the  case  and  to  express  two  opinions  which  were 
certainly  warranted  by  the  facts  and  which  are  sure  to  meet  with 
general  approval: 

Your  committee  on  Masonic  law  and  usage  beg  leave  to  report 
that  we  have  investigated  the  master  referred  to  as  question  2  of  the 
address  of  the  M.W.G.M..  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  grand 
lodge  has  no  jurisdiction  to  require  a  lodge  of  a  sister  jurisdiction  to 
refund  or  reimburse  to  a  subordinate  lodge  for  moneys  expended  by  it 
to  relieve  the  distress  of  a  member  of  the  tirst-mentioned  lodge. unless 
the  same  had  been  first  requested  or  authorized  b\-  said  lodge.  In  this 
case  it  is  to  the  everlasting  credit  of  Pawnee  Lodge  No.  IT.  that  they 
cared  for  the  necessities  of  a  brother  Master  Mason  in  good  standing 
at  large  expense  to  their  lodge,  and  the  individual  members  thereof, 
and  it  would  seem  that  the  action  of  Ritchey  Lodge  No.  530,  of 
Ritchey.  Missouri,  in  suspending  the  said  brother,  for  non-payment  of 
dues,  after  they  were  advised  of  his  disabilit}-.  was.  to  sa^-  the  least, 
highh"  reprehensible. 

The  grand  master  made  many  recommendations  for  changes  in 
their  law.  most  of  which  were  adopted  and  among  them  a  provision 
that  no  lodge  shall  be  entitled  to  representation  until  its  annual  dues 
shall  have  been  paid.  This  is  a  serious  error  because  it  strikes  at  the 
fundamental  organic  law.  It  is  no  wonder  it  was  made  in  a  jurisdic- 
tion as  A'oung  as  Oklahoma,  for  in  a  jurisdiction  as  old  as  Illinois  was 
twent^'-two  years  ago  such  a  provision  was  incorporated  in  its  then 
new  code.  Three  or  four  years  later,  when  the  question  of  disfran- 
chisement came  up  in  actual  practice  under  it,  the  grand  lodge  with 
apparent  unanimit}-  cheerfulh-  acquiesced  in  a  ruling  from  the  chair 
that  so  long  as  a  lodge  was  in  possession  of  an  unrevoked  charter  its 
constitutional  and  inherent  right  to  representation  in  the  grand 
lodge  could  not  be  denied.  This  ruling  was  based  upon  the  fact  that 
by  the  law  of  Masonr}-  the  lodge  is  an  integral  part  of  the  grand 
lodge,  it  being  composed  of  the  masters  and  wardens  of  all  the  par- 
ticular lodges  on  record  with  the  grand  master  at  their  head. 

A  case  arose  under  the  novel  law  which  prevails  in  Oklahoma  re- 
specting petitions  for  affiliation,  which  provides: 
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19.  Whfn  a  non-affiliated  Mason  applies  to  join  a  subordinate 
lodge  and  is  rejected,  he  shall  have  the  ri<fht  to  demand  an  investiga- 
tion, and  if  ui)oti  investigation  it  shall  appear  that  no  cause  for  ob- 
jection exists  that  could  alTect  the  standing  of  the  applicant,  then 
another  ballot  shall  be  held,  and  if  again  rejected  the  party  or  parties 
making  such  objection  shall,  within  one  month  thereafter,  prefer 
charges  against  the  api)licant,  and  if  charges  are  not  preferred,  or 
when  preferred,  are  not  sustained  by  trial,  then  said  applicant  shall 
be  enrolled  a  member  of  said  lodge,  but  in  no  case  shall  the  proceed- 
ings herein  required  be  unnecessarily  delayed. 

A  brother  who  had  been  rejected  by  Crescent  Lodge  demanded  an 
investigation  but  did  not  get  such  an  investigation  as  he  thought 
under  the  law  he  was  entitled  to,  appealed  to  the  grand  master.  The 
matter  went  linally  to  the  committee  on  law  and  usage,  and  for  the 
following  reasons  went  to  the  incoming  grand  master  for  immediate 
investigation  and  for  report  at  the  next  annual: 

The  action  of  the  lodge  seems  to  have  been  regular  and  in  accord- 
ance with  law,  so  far  as  the  statement  herein  is  clear.  But  inasmuch 
as  certain  statements  are  not  clear,  and  Crescent  Lodge  is  not  pres- 
ent, and  the  statement  before  the  committee  is  wholly  ex  parte 

The  grand  lecturer  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  floor  work 
which  dovetails  with  the  Kansas  diagrams  and  afterwards  exemplified 
the  same,  but  the  records  do  not  show  any  action  thereon. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  five  new  lodges;  listened  to  a  graphic 
address  from  the  grand  orator  (Selwyn  Douglas)  chiefly  devoted  to 
a  description  of  the  new  pilgrimage  from  Joppa  to  Jerusalem  by  rail; 
adopted  a  resolution  looking  to  the  payment  of  mileage  at  a  rate  of 
ten  cents  one  way;  reduced  the  per  capita  dues  from  one  dollar  down 
to  fifty  cents,  retaining  the  contribution  of  fifty  cents  levied  on  each 
degree;  voted  to  replace  the  present  charters  with  others  more  orna- 
mental and  emblematic,  and  agreed  upon  Norman  as  the  place  of  next 
meeting. 

The  proposition  noted  in  our  report  of  last  year,  to  make  every 
resident  non-attiliate  of  Oklahoma  by  virtue  of  such  residence  a  member 
of  the  lodge  within  whose  territory  he  lives,  seems  to  be  slumbering; 
it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  law  and  usage  for  report  at  this 
session,  but  it  was  not  mentioned. 

Henry  Rucker,  of  Perry,  was  elected  grand  master;  .James  S. 
Hunt,  Stillwater,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence,  and  no  reason  assigned  for 
its  absence.  The  grand  master  in  his  address  advised  against  such 
reports  or  at  least  against  printing  one  oftener  than  once  in  three  or 
five  years,  but  if  the  grand  lodge  took  any  action  on  the  suggestion 
we  have  been  unable  to  find  the  record. 
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OREGON,  1896. 

46th  Annual.  Portland.  June  10. 

This  elegantly  printed  volume  of  489  pages  is  enriched  with  por- 
traits and  biographical  sketches  of  a  quartet  of  Oregon  past  grand 
masters— Jacob  Mayer,  James  F.  Robinson,  the  present  grand  sec- 
retary, Brenham  Van  Dusen,  and  Frank  A.  Moore,  the  latter  one 
of  the'judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Oregon. 

W.  T.  Wright,  the  representative  of  Illinois,  was  one  of  the 
eleven  past  grand  masters  present. 

The  grand  master  (MORTON  D.  CLIFFORD)  announced  the  death 
of  Past  Grand  Master  David  G.  Clark,  who  served  in  the  grand  east 
in  1869  and  1870,  aged  seventy;  and  of  Past  Junior  Grand  Warden  Dr. 
Nathaniel  Perkins  Bunnell,  in  his  sixty-third  year,  who  was 
elected  to  the  south  in  1889. 

The  committee  on  fraternal  dead  report  in  addition  the  death  of 
Hyman  Abraham, past  grand  treasurer  and  past  senior  grand  warden, 
aged  about  sixty. 

•    Following  are  some  of  the  eleven  decisions  reported  by  the  grand 
master,  all  of  which  were  approved: 

1.  A  Master  Mason  who  has  been  regularly  dimitted  from  a  lodge 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon,  presented  his 
dimit,  with  application  for  affiliation,  to  this  lodge  in  October  of  last 
year,  and  his  ap}ilication  was  rejected.  Said  brother  Master  Mason 
has.  on  several  occasions  since,  visited  the  lodge,  and  at  the  stated 
communication  held  last  evening  (.June  21)  said  brother  stated  that 
he  desired  to  cast  his  ballot  on  the  petition  for  the  Masonic  degree 
which  was  being  voted  on.  Objection  was  raised  by  a  member  of  this 
lodge,  on  the  ground  that  said  brother,  being  a  non-affiliate,  had  no 
right  to  vote. 

My  answer  was:  A  brother  entitled  to  vote  must  be  a  member  in 
good  standing,  and  a  member  of  a  subordinate  lodge  in  this  juris- 
diction. 

4.  Question. — Mr.  A.  resided  at  Grant's  Pass,  Oregon,  for  some  two 
or  three  years,  left  there  and  removed  to  Roseburg,  where  he  has  re- 
sided for  about  six  months.  Mr.  A.  now  petitions  Laurel  Lodge  No.  13 
for  initiation,  never  having  petitioned  the  lodge  at  Grant's  Pass  or 
any  other  lodge  before. 

Answer. — Under  standing  resolution  No.  7,  Grand  Lodge  Proceed- 
ings 1895,  page  120,  it  is  necessary  that  the  applicant  for  initiation  in 
a  subordinate  lodge  must  have  resided  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
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lodge  he  applies  to  for  one  year,  or  be  recommended  by  unanimous 
ballot  by  the  lodge  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  last  resided. 

This  is  a  recommendation  only;  Grant's  Pass  cannot  waive  juris- 
diction, for  the  reason  that  they  never  had  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  A.  never  having  petitioned  Grant's  Pass  Lodge  (see  Dec.  of 
Grand  Master  Taylor,  Proceedings  of  1890,  page  37). 

If  Grant's  Pass  Lodge  gives  the  recommendation  provided  for  in 
standing  resolution  No.  7,  I  think  you  are  entitled  to  receive  and  act 
upon  the  petition. 

8.  Question.— Can  a  candidate  who  was  rejected  before  the  adop- 
tion of  our  new  constitution  apply  again  witliin  six  months  from  the 
time  of  his  rejection;  or,  does  he  have  to  wait  one  year,  as  the  law 
was  at  the  time  of  his  rejection? 

Answer. — My  judgment  is  that  the  new  constitution  went  into 
effect  at  the  date  of  its  adoption,  which  was  .June  14,  1895;  and  my 
opinion  is  that  if  the  petitioner  was  rejected  while  the  old  constitu- 
tion was  in  effect,  he  would  have  to  wait  one  year  before  applying 
again.  And  if  he  was  rejected  since  the  adoption  of  the  new  consti- 
tution, his  objection  would  then  be  governed  by  the  new  laws. 

9.  Question. — Can  a  brother  Mason,  one  who  claims  to  be  in  good 
standing  in  another  lodge,  and  is  a  saloonkeeper  and  a  bartender,  ob- 
ject to  the  advancement  of  a  candidate;  and,  if  so, would  not  the  W.  M. 
be  compelled  to  sustain  the  objection,  or  would  he  not? 

Second. — Is, a  brother,  who  is  a  saloonkeeper,  held  to  be  a  Mason 
in  good  standing? 

Answer. — As  I  understand  the  law,if  charges  are  preferred  against 
a  Mason  who  is  a  saloonkeeper  or  bartender,  it  is  sufficient  to  suspend 
or  expel  such  member.  If  no  charges  are  preferred  against  such  mem- 
ber, and  he  is  otherwise  in  good  standing,  it  does  not  affect  his  stand- 
ing, so  far  as  membership  is  concerned. 

I  understand  that  only  members  of  the  jurisdiction  in  which  the 
candidate  is  being  advanced  are  entitled  to  object  to  his  advance- 
ment; but  a  member  in  good  standing,  and  against  whom  charges  have 
never  been  preferred  or  acted  upon,  I  think,  would  have  a  right  to 
object. 

10.  Question. — A  commercial  traveler  petitions  this  lodge  for  the 
degrees  of  Masonry,  and  it  appears  that  for  some  year  or  more  past 
he  has  been  traveling  for  a  firm  in  Portland,  and  usually  arrived  there 
Saturdays  and  leaves  Mondaj's  (but  not  of  each  week),  and  is  in  no 
place  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  gain  a  residence  sufficient  to  give 
any  lodge  jurisdiction  over  him,  and  is  a  single  man  and  has  never 
lived  in  this  jurisdiction,  only  as  his  travels  bring  him  here;  but  he 
claims  this  as  his  home. 

Answer. — The  question  of  residence  is  one  of  intention.  The  civil 
law  provides:  '"The  place  shall  be  considered  and  held  to  be  the  resi- 
dence of  a  person  in  which  his  habitation  is  fixed,  and  to  which,  when- 
ever he  is  absent,  he  has  the  intention  of  returning:  And,  further, 
the  place  where  an  unmarried  man  sleeps  shall  be  considered  and  held 
to  be  his  residence." 
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The  question  of  residence  of  a  man  is  almost  wholly  with  him  to 
claim. 

11.  Question. — Does  the  recognition  extended  to  the  Scottish  Rite 
bodies,  by  the  grand  lodge,  carry  with  it  the  authoritj-  to  furnish 
them  a  copy  of  a  blue  lodge's  proceedings  when  requested':' 

Answer. —As  a  strict  matter  of  right,  it  does  not,  and  it  could 
only  be  claimed  as  a  matter  of  courtesj',  and  not  as  a  matter  of  right. 

We  hdve  copied  No.  1  because  it  reflects  a  peculiarity  of  Oregon 
jurisprudence — the  right  of  visitors  to  vote  on  petitions  for  the  de- 
grees, provided  the}'  are  members  of  Oregon  lodges.  We  think  the  pro- 
vision (No.  4)  whereby  a  citizen  may  take  his  reputation  with  him  in 
the  form  of  a  certificate  from  a  Masonic  lodge  in  his  migrations,  is 
also  peculiar  to  Oregon.  Our  meaning  will  be  clearer  when  we  say  that 
the  same  principle  would  cover  a  residence  of  one  month  as  well  as  six, 
or  one  week,  or  one  day  in  the  new  jurisdiction.  Touching  No.  8.  we 
do  not  see  why  the  new  law  should  notapph*  as  it  impairs  no  contract. 
At  most  the  petitioner  can  only  be  said  to  have  accepted  his  chances 
under  the  law  and  did  not  make  it  a  condition  that  the  law  respecting 
his  again  petitioning  should  not  be  changed.  Why  then  should  not  the 
changed  law  be  in  full  force  in  this  case  as  well  as  in  another  where 
the  grand  master  decided  that  a  change  in  the  law  limiting  the  force 
of  an  objection  made  to  the  advancement  of  an  Entered  Apprentice 
to  that  of  a  blackball,  enabled  the  brother  to  again  apply  for  advance- 
ment after  a  lapse  of  one  3'ear,  whereas  before  the  change  the 
brother  was  held  fast  until  the  withdrawal  of  the  objection  or  the 
death  or  the  removal  of  the  objector  from  the  jurisdiction  released 
him"?  No.  9  is  so  obviously  correct  that  one  wonders  at  the  question 
which  brought  it  out.  No.  10  is  in  a  measure  correct,  but  the  Indian 
Territory-Missouri  case,  yet  fresh  in  many  minds,  proves  that  there 
may  be  controverting  facts  that  will  upset  an  avowed  intention. 
Touching  No.  11,  we  presume  that  the  same  question  might  be  asked 
respecting  a  board  of  relief  or  an  individual,  and  that  the  grand  mas- 
ter would  have  to  give  substantially  the  same  answer. 

To  the  Grand  Orient  of  Italy  the  grand  master  sent  the  following 
in  reply  to  an  invitation  to  send  delegates  to  their  celebration  of  the 
twentj'-fifth  anniversar}'  of  the  deliver}^  of  the  Italian  capital : 

We  heartih-  congratulate  you  in  your  noble  work  for  the  unifica- 
tion of  Italy  and  the  destruction  of  the  temporal  power  of  the 
papacy,  and  sincerely  trust  that  Italian  Masonry  may  continue  in  its 
excellent  and  glorious  work,  and  render  Italy  still  more  beloved. 

While  we  cannot  send  delegates  to  3'our  September  feasts,  we 
join  you  in  spirit,  and  hope  that  j-ou  may  have  a  most  prosperous  day. 

The  grand  lodge  exchanged  "fraternal"'  greetings  with  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star:  received  from  the  widow 
of  Berryman  Jennings,  first  grand  master  of  Oregon,  the  jewel  it 
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had  presented  to  him  j-ears  ago,  to  be  kept  in  the  archives  as  a  mem- 
orial; acknowledged  by  resolution  the  courtesies  to  Past  Grand  Master 
Jacob  Mayer,  while  visiting  the  Grand  Lodge  of  California;  listened 
to  a  remarkable  oration  by  Bro.  S.  M.  YORAN,  who  received  specific 
recognition  for  the  orthodoxy  of  his  sentiments  and  the  accuracy 
of  his  history  of  Masonry,  which,  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain,  was 
musty  with  age  when  the  pyramids  were  young;  chartered  two  lodges; 
recognized  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand;  had  a  eulogy  on  Past 
Grand  Master  D.  G.  Clark  by  Past  Grand  Master  James  R.  Bagley; 
signalized  the  completion  of  Bro.  J.  R.  N.  Bell's  nineteen  years' 
continuous  service  as  grand  chaplain  by  presenting  him  with  a  beau- 
tiful watch;  provided  for  the  healing  of  a  master  who  had  not  been 
invested  with  the  past  master's  degree  before  his  installation,  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  report  next  year  a  program  for  the  proper 
celebration  of  its  semi-centennial  anniversary. 

Phillip  Metschan,  of  Salem,  was  elected  grand  master;  James 
F.  Robinson,  Eugene,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (245  pp.),  an  excellent  paper,  is 
again  the  work  of  Past  Grand  Master  Robert  Clow. 

He  gives  seven  pages  to  a  courteous  and  interesting  review  of 
Illinois  for  1895.  The  address  of  Grand  Master  Goddard,  which  he 
carefully  examined,  is  characterized  as  a  document  of  great  merit. 
Of  his  discussion  of  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  he  says: 

The  grand  master  dwells  at  some  length  on  the  doctrine  of  per- 
petual jurisdiction  over  rejected  material,  and  says  "it  has  been  fruit- 
ful of  many  disputes,  and  no  doubt  will  continue  to  be  for  years  to 
come;"  calls  it  a  "strange  law,  and  one  not  supported  by  the  ancient 
regulations."' 

Bro.  Goddard  is  too  well  informed  in  Masonic  jurisprudence  to 
tell  his  brethren  that  the  law  is  in  conflict  with  the  ancient  regula- 
tions. Like  some  other  Masonic  writers,  his  objections  to  the  law  are 
not  based  upon  that  view,  nor  are  they  urged  with  an  especial  view  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  Masonry;  but  rather  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  injury  done  the  petitioner  for  the  degrees.  It  is  this 
attitude  and  the  effort  to  regard  and  treat  as  martyrs  rejected  appli- 
cants from  jurisdictions  where  the  law  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  pre- 
vails that  has  given  rise  to  the  misunderstandings  of  which  our 
M.W.  brother  complains.  We  agree  with  the  grand  master  that 
as  "the  question  has  been  thoroughly  considered  and  discussed  there 
is  no  new  argument  to  present." 

He  supplements  these  remarks  by  quoting  in  extenso  the  adverse 
report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence.  He  reproduces  the  re- 
marks of  the  grand  master  on  the  Wisconsin  relief  regulation,  which 
are  evidently  in  full  accord  with  his  own  views.  Grand  Orator 
Black's  "scholarly  address"  receives  due  notice.  He  notes  the  fact 
that  the  petition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Cuba  for  recognition  was  re- 
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ferred  to  the  committee  on  correspondence,  but  overlooks  the  fact 
that  subsequently,  on  motion  of  this  committee,  the  subject  was  sent 
to  the  jurisprudence  committee  for  report  at  the  coming  session. 

We  judge  from  his  reference  to  the  subject  that  he  views  with 
favor  the  proposition  looking  to  the  prohibition  of  the  use  of  the 
Masonic  name  in  business  enterprises. 

Referring  to  our  report  on  corresiDondence,  he  says: 

He  endorses  the  position  of  Bro.  Moreland  on  the  question  of 
objection  to  the  ladvancement  of  candidates,  and  insists  upon  the 
right  of  the  candidate  to  demand  a  trial  on  the  objections,  as  the  Ill- 
inois law  provides.  We  think  we  have  found  a  better  way  out  of  the 
difficulty,  Bro.  Bobbins,  by  amending  our  law  so  as  to  give  an  objec- 
tion the  same  effect  as  a  blackball. 

The  fault  that  we  have  to  find  with  the  "better  way"  is,  that  it 
takes  no  account  of  our  changed  relations  to  the  candidate  after  he 
has  become  a  Mason,  a  fact  which,  we  think,  clothes  him  with  the 
right  to  be  heard  in  his  own  defence  in  any  emergency  which  threat- 
ens to  leave  the  rights  he  has  obtained  shorn  of  all  practical  value. 
It  was  because  the  blackball  was  open  to  this  objection  that  Illinois 
returned  to  the  ancient  practice  of  a  single  ballot  for  the  three 
degrees. 

On  the  subject  of  the  advancement  of  maimed  candidates,  he 
quotes  our  remark  that  "There  is  no  more  reason  for  practically  ex- 
pelling an  Entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow  Craft  for  the  misfortune  oP 
being  maimed  than  for  expelling  a  Master  Mason  for  the  same  rea- 
son," and  says: 

May  we  be  permitted  to  say  that,  to  our  mind,  that  is  putting  it 
rather  strong?  It  was  not  proposed  to  expel  either,  nor  disturb  the 
candidate  in  whose  behalf  the  question  was  propounded  to  Grand  Mas- 
ter Moreland,  in  the  quiet  and  peaceful  possession  of  all  the  light  he 
had  previously  received  in  Masonry;  neither  was  there  any  doubt  im- 
plied or  expressed  as  to  the  mental  or  moral  qualifications  of  the  man, 
none  whatever.  On  the  contrary,  they  were  admitted.  And  we  think 
we  are  warranted  in  saying  that  the  sympathy  of  the  entire  grand 
lodge  went  out  to  that  man.  Oregon  Masons  are  not  deficient  or  lack- 
ing in  any  of  the  elements  of  humanity;  but  the  inquiry  made  con- 
cerning every  applicant  for  advancement,  "Is  he  well  qualified?"  goes 
to  his  physical  as  well  as  his  mental  and  moral  qualifications.  His 
proficiency  is  a  secondary  consideration,  and  is  made  the  basis  of  a 
separate  and  further  inquiry.  Can  the  applicant  conform  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  degree  to  which  he  aspires?  (not  those  through 
which  he  has  passed)  was  the  question  Brother  Moreland  was  called 
to  pass  upon.  He  answered  in  the  negative.  The  committee  and  grand 
lodge  sustained  his  view. 

We  think  our  brother  has  made  as  strong  a  plea  as  can  be  made 
for  the  Oregon  view,  but  this  does  not  justify  the  barring  of  advance- 
ment as  it  does  the  barring  of  initiation.  The  inexorable  law  which 
bars  a  profane  because  he  cannot  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the 
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Masonic  ceremonial,  became  fixed  beyond  our  power  to  change,  at  a 
time  when  the  essentials  of  that  ceremonial  were  all  comprised  in 
the  one  esoteric  part  of  the  Apprentice.  It  applied,  and  was  intended 
to  apply,  wholly  to  the  profane.  It  no  more  admits  of  lawful  change 
by  changing  the  object  of  it,  or  by  changing  its  relations  to  that 
object,  than  by  undisguised  change  of  the  language  of  the  law  itself. 
This  being  true,  the  question  whether  we  will  impose  a  condition  of 
advancement  which  we  are  not  constrained  to  impose  by  the  un- 
changeable law,  is  one  to  be  settled  by  equity  and  common  sense;  and 
this  is  what  led  us  to  say,  and  now  leads  us  to  repeat  in  substance, 
that  there  is  no  more  reason  for  practically  expelling — by  forbidding 
the  advancement,  upon  which  the  value  of  the  rights  already  obtained 
depends — an  Entered  Apprentice  or  Fellow  Craft  for  the  misfortune 
of  being  maimed,  than  for  expelling  a  Master  Mason  who  has  become 
maimed  since  he  was  raised  to  that  degree. 

His  attitude  on  the  Mexican  question  is  sufficiently  indicated  by 
the  following: 

Bro.  Bobbins  is  uncompromisingly  opposed  to  the  recognition  of 
the  "Gran  Dieta  Symbolica,"  the  so-called  Grand  Lodge  of  Mexico, 
and  with  the  light  we  have  received  on  the  subject  we  respond,  "So 
mote  it  be."  Before  taking  our  leave  of  Illinois  we  beg  to  thank  Bro. 
Bobbins  for  his  invaluable  report,  for  the  many  solid,  indisputable 
truths  it  contains.  We  would  that  every  Mason  in  Oregon  could 
read  it. 

Bro.  Clow  does  not  fail  to  chronicle  the  fact  that  the  Illinois  re- 
viewer, in  common  with  a  large  majority  of  correspondents,  disap- 
proves the  course  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Oregon  in  the  cypher  business, 
'  and  commends  the  course  of  Grand  Master  Malcolm  in  saving  that 
body  from  itself. 


PENNSYLVANIA,  1895. 

— TH  Annual.  Philadelphia.  December  27. 

This  Pennsylvania  volume,  with  its  traditional  ultramarine  and 
gold  covers,  heavy  paper,  large  type,  and  generous  margins,  is  adorned 
with  two  steel  portraits  by  John  Sartan,  whose  burin  has  become  a 
veritable  landmark  in  American  engraving;  the  face  of  Grand  Master 
Henderson  makes  the  frontispiece  of  the  volume,  and  that  of  John 
Thomson,  past  grand  master  and  past  grand  secretary,  deceased,  does 
like  duty  for  the  report  on  correspondence. 
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At  the  quarterly  communication  of  September  4,  the  gratifying' 
announcement  was  made  that  the  committee  on  library  were  at  work 
on  the  publication  of  the  reprint  of  the  minutes  and  proceedings  of 
the  grand  lodge,  and  had  commenced  on  the  earliest  minute-book  in 
the  possession  of  that  body.  The  work  will  be  published  in  volumes  of 
five  hundred  pages  each  and  will  be  sold  at  cost.  At  the  December 
quarterly  the  completion  of  the  first  volume  was  announced,  and  it  is 
on  sale  at  one  dollar. 

At  the  quarterly  of  December  4,  Past  Grand  Master  Cl^lNTON  F. 
Paige,  of  New  York,  was  a  visitor. 

Two  thousand  six  hundred  dollars  were  appropriated  to  the  stew- 
ards of  the  Stephen  Girard  charity  fund. 

The  revision  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon  and  the  ancient  charges,  forms, 
and  ceremonies  provided  for  in  December,  1894,  was  announced  com- 
plete, and  notice  having  been  given  to  the  lodges  that  action  thereon 
would  be  had  at  this  meeting,  it  was  adopted  and  an  edition  of  two 
thousand  copies  ordered  printed.  Under  the  revision  the  numerous 
trustees  of  the  several  charity  funds  are  appointed  by  the  grand  mas- 
ter, instead  of  being  elected  as  formerly. 

Matthias  H.  Henderson,  grand  master:  Michael  Nisbet,  grand 
secretary,  were  re-elected.  The  address  of  both  is  Masonic  Temple, 
Philadelphia. 

At  the  annual  communication,  December  27,  Grand  Master  John 
Stewart  and  Grand  Secretary  E.  M.  L.  Ehlers,  of  New  York;  Grand 
Master  Charles  Belcher,  Past  Grand  Master  .James  H.  Durand, 
Senior  Grand  Warden  Josiah  W.  Ewan,  and  Senior  Grand  Deacon 
Austin  H.  McGregor,  of  New  Jersey,  were  visitors. 

Illinois  does  not  seem  to  have  been  represented  among  the  six 
hundred  and  twenty-one  applicants  for  relief  from  the  grand  lodge 
and  Stephen  Girard  charity  funds. 

Grand  Master  Henderson,  in  his  annual  address,  referred  to  the 
passing  of  Past  Grand  Master  Vaux,  formally  announced  at  the  June 
quarterly,  as  noted  in  our  report  of  last  year,  and  announced  the  death 
of  Henry  A.  Tyson,  district  deputy  grand  master,  in  his  sixty-third 
year. 

Referring  to  physical  fitness  for  the  degrees,  he  makes  the  re- 
markable statement  that  "The  only  place  to  draw  the  line  is  where 
perfection  would  be  on  one  side  and  imperfection,  however  slight,  on 
the  other.  Once  cross  the  line  but  a  hair's  breadth  and  the  landmark 
falls." 

This  comes  perilously  near  being  the  apotheosis  of  a  ramrodism 
that  has  no  warrant  in  the  fundamental  law  of  the  craft.     If  all  the 
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absolutely  physically  perfect  Masons  in  Pennsylvania  were  brought 
together  there  wouldn't  be  enough  of  them  to  man  all  the  offices  and 
committees  provided  for  in  the  Ahiman  Rezon. 

Two  of  his  decisions  follow: 

I  have  decided  that  a  petition  for  permission  to  present  a  third 
petition  for  initiation  and  membership  can  be  presented  at  any  stated 
meeting,  subject  to  the  Ahiman  Rezon,  Art.  XXI.,  Sec.  16,  and  as 
often  as  the  applicant  wishes  to  present  it  and  the  lodge  chooses  to 
receive  it. 

It  is  not  proper  for  the  worshipful  master  to  receive  the  tyler's 
avouchment  for  a  stranger  from  the  pursuivant.  When  the  latter 
announces  that  the  former  can  vouch  for  a  stranger  the  tyler  should 
be  required  to  come  into  the  lodge  room  and  make  his  avouchment 
directly  to  the  worshipful  master.  There  will  then  be  no  danger  of 
the  identity  of  the  visitor  being  lost.  Any  other  method  is  not  proper, 
and  cannot  be  permitted. 

He  also  decided  that  a  man  who  cannot  write  cannot  be  made  a 
Mason,  reflecting  in  this  the  law  as  found  in  the  Illinois  regulations, 
and  also  that  all  notices  of  lodge  meetings  must  be  sent  in  sealed  en- 
velopes. 

Of  "side  degrees"  he  says: 

During  the  year  my  permission  was  asked  to  organize  a  side  de- 
gree or  society  to  be  called  "The  Masonic  Sons  and  Daughters  of  the 
Revolution,"  the  membership  to  be  composed  of  Masons  and  their 
families  whose  ancestors  had  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  war.  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  permission  was  refused.  I  had  supposed  that  the 
attitude  of  this  grand  lodge  in  regard  to  such  matters  was  so  well 
understood  that  it  did  not  need  reassertion,  but  it  seems  otherwise. 
The  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  recognizes  nothing  but  ancient 
Freemasonry.  It  does  not  countenance  side  degrees,  nor  will  it  per- 
mit organizations  not  Masonic  to  use  titles  having  a  Masonic  refer- 
ence. Ancient  Craft  Masonry  is  our  property,  and  we  cannot  allow 
attachments  to  be  made  to  it  which  destroy  its  symmetry  and  pervert 
it  from  its  original  purpose. 

The  statement  that  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  recognizes 
nothing  but  ancient  Freemasonry  becomes  perhaps  strictly  true  if  we 
are  permitted  to  interpret  the  word  "ancient"  as  meaning  that  de- 
rived from  the  "Ancients"  or  schismatics  of  Dermott's  time;  other- 
wise it  will  not  bear  examination,  as  that  grand  lodge  recognizes  the 
Royal  Arch  and  other  degrees  that  are  no  part  of  the  original  plan  of 
Masonry. 

The  grand  master  reports  seven  lodges  constituted  during  the 
year.  The  following  will  give  some  idea  of  the  sources  of  revenue 
which  have  enabled  the  grand  lodge  to  carry  its  heavy  burdens  and 
keep  its  credit  gilt-edged  since  the  building  of  the  Philadelphia 
Temple:  ^ 

When  the  lot  on  which  this  temple  stands  was  purchased  in  1867, 
and  preparations  were  made  for  erecting  the  temple,  the  annual  reve- 
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nue  of  the  grand  lodge  was,  in  round  numbers,  .^GOjOOO,  an  amount 
total!}'  inadequate  for  the  work  in  hand.  At  this  juncture  "the  new 
Masonic  Temple  loan''  was  authorized  and  placed  on  the  market.  To 
provide  for  the  payment  of  principal  and  interest  the  sinking  fund 
W2S  created  April  7,  1869,  when  it  was 

^'Resolved,  That  five  per  cent  of  the  current  receipts  of  the  grand 
lodge,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated  and  set  apart  for 
the  redemption  of  the  netv  Masonic  Temple  loan.'' 

The  revenue  of  the  grand  lodge  at  that  time  was  derived  from  the 
following  sources: 

1.  From  the  rents  of  the  Masonic  Hall. 

2.  Warrants  for  new  lodges,  each igSl  00 

3.  Dispensations  to  pass  to  the  chair,  each 10  00 

4.  Dispensations  to  enter,  pass,  and  raise,  for  each  degree 10  00 

5.  Grand  lodge  certificates,  each 2  00 

().  Dues  from  lodges,  for  each  member  annually ....     1  00 

7.  Fee  for  each  initiation 2  00 

In  addition  to  which,  every  lodge  meeting  in  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia paid  ten  per  cent  out  of  each  initiation  fee  to  the  fund  for  building 
the  new  Masonic  Temple.  The  above  dues  and  fees  were  subsequently 
increased.  Lodges  meeting  outside  of  Philadelphia  were  required  to 
pay  for  each  initiation  $8,  and  for  each  member  annually,  $1.  Lodges 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,  for  each  initiation  $10,  and  for  each  member 
annually  $2,  in  addition  to  which  every  lodge  meeting  in  Philadelphia 
paid  ten  per  cent  out  of  each  initiation  fee:  these  dues  and  fees  to 
continue  until  the  debt  of  the  grand  lodge  vvas  reduced  to  $500,000, 
when  they  were  to  revert  to  what  they  had  been.  The  lodges,  recog- 
nizing the  emergency  of  the  case,  and  that  the  pledged  faith  of  the 
grand  lodge  was  at  stake,  paid  these  heavy  assessments  without  a 
murmur,  and  the  number  that  asked  for  a  remission  of  their  dues,  or 
whose  warrants  were  vacated  for  a  failure  to  pay,  is  too  small  to  de- 
serve notice. 


The  grand  lodge  has  paid  in  the  past  twenty-one  years  $979,275  of 
principal,  and  5?1, 6(51. 357. 08  of  interest,  making  a  total  of  principal  and 
interest  i:)aid  of  $2,640,632.08.  The  revenues  of  the  grand  lodge  justifj- 
the  belief  that  the  present  debt  can  be  materially  reduced  annually, 
so  that  we  can  reasonably  hope  to  see  it  extinguished  in  a  few  3'ears. 
It  being  now  reduced  to  5?500.000,  by  provision  of  fhe  Ahiman  Rezon 
the  dues  and  fees  from  constituent  lodges  revert  to  what  thej'  were  in 
1871,  which  is  a  well  earned  relief  to  the  lodges  which  have  so  long" 
and  so  patiently  borne  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day. 

The  grand  master  issued  one  dispensation  to  elect  a  master  in 
case  of  a  vacancj^  caused  by  death.  He  had  at  the  time  serious  doubts? 
and,  another  opportunity  occurring,  he  took  advantage  of  it  to  set 
himself  right,  which  he  did  by  refusing  the  application. 

His  examination  of  the  law  leads  him  to  the  conclusion  that  while 
the  language  of  the  present  edition  of  the  Ahiman  Rezon  leaves  it 
optional  with  the  grand  master  whether  to  grant  a  dispensation  or 
not,  he  believed  his  refusal  was  in  harmony  with  immemorial  usage. 
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The  following  is  in  full  accord  with  the  opinion  we  have  repeatedly- 
expressed  in  these  reports,  that  it  is  both  the  right  and  duty  of  the 
senior  warden,  with  which  the  grand  master  may  not  properly  inter- 
fere, in  any  emergency  which  vacates  the  master's  station,  to  succeed 
to  all  its  powers  and  duties: 

At  his  installation  the  senior  warden  promises,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  that,  in  the  absence  of  the  worshipful  master,  he  will  take 
his  station  and  perform  the  duties  thereof  to  the  best  of  his  ability, 
and  in  the  charge  which  follows  it  is  enjoined  upon  him,  "In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  master  you  are  to  govern  this  lodge."  He  then  assumes 
a  responsibility  which  he  has  not  the  right  to  transfer  to  another,  and 
which  no  one  has  the  right  to  wrest  from  him. 


When  it  is  also  considered  that  a  dispensation  cannot  be  granted 
for  the  election  of  a  particular  person,  and  that  some  one  might  be 
elected  over  him,  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  no  dispensation 
should  issue  which  would  deprive  the  senior  warden  of  his  vested 
right.  The  same  law  will  apply  to  the  junior  warden,  who  succeeds 
to  the  station  and  duties  of  the  master  in  the  event  of  the  death,  ab- 
sence, or  disabilit}^  of  both  his  superior  officers. 

He  reports  having  exercised  his  prerogative  to  make  a  Mason  at 
sight,  saying: 

While  some  jurisdictions  deny  this  right  to  the  grand  master, 
Pennsylvania  has  adhered  tenaciously  to  the  ancient  landmark,  and 
there  have  been  but  few  of  our  grand  masters  who  have  not  observed 
it  at  least  once.  We  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  custom 
green  in  the  minds  of  the  brethren,  and  lest  it  become  forgotten  and 
fall  into  decay  by  reason  of  disuse. 

The  records  of  the  "grand  lodge  of  emergency"  at  which  this  was 
done  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  though  done  as  a  matter  of  duty, 
the  feeling  prevailed  that  "If  it  were  done, when  'tis  done,  then  't  were 
well  it  were  done  quickly."  The  grand  lodge  was  opened,  the  three 
degrees  conferred,  and  the  grand  lodge  closed  in  two  hours  and  ten 
minutes! 

He  had  refused  to  lay  two  corner  stones.  In  the  first  instance  the 
building  could  not  be  considered  in  any  sense  a  public  building,  in  the 
other  he  duplicated  an  experience  which  we  noted  in  our  review  of 
Canada,  where  the  thrifty  scheme  had  prevailed  extensively: 

The  other  was  that  of  a  church,  the  authorities  of  which  stated 
they  wished  the  grand  officers  to  perform  the  ceremony  because  if  it 
were  known  they  would  do  so  a  large  assemblage  would  be  attracted, 
in  which  they  desired  to  circulate  a  subscription  paper,  hoping  to 
secure  enough  pledges  to  pay  the  church  debt.  If  they  had  thought 
any  other  society  would  have  attracted  a  larger  crowd  than  the  Ma- 
sons they  would  have  extended  the  invitation  to  them,  as  it  was  the 
crowd  they  wanted  and  they  did  not  care  how  they  obtained  it.  I  re- 
fused to  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  as  we  do  not  knowingly  allow 
ourselves  to  be  used  as  advertising  agents.  They  talked  too  much  and 
spoiled  their  case,  as  men  have  often  done  before  them. 
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He  reports  the  "usual  number"  of  edicts  issued  by  which  in  Penn- 
sylvania, as  in  New  Jersey,  the  grand  master  assumes  to  unmake 
Masons  made  in  regular  lodges  regularly  at  labor,  on  account  of  ir- 
regularities in  the  preliminary  steps.  This  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to 
say  is  against  the  almost  unanimous  consensus  of  the  Masonic  world, 
whether  viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  law  or  equity. 

The  following,  we  are  equally  glad  to  believe,  will  meet  with  uni- 
versal approval: 

November  5,  I  received  a  printed  circular  letter  issued  by  a  Mas- 
ter Mason.  It  had  been  sent  to  Masons  in  his  county,  and  stated  that 
he  was  a  candidate  for  office  and  solicited  their  votes  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  a  Mason  and  by  voting  for  him  they  would  be  aiding  a 
brother.  Receiving  it  on  the  day  of  the  election,  it  was  too  late  to 
take  steps  to  counteract  any  benefit  which  might  accrue  to  the 
sender,  but  I  wrote  him  a  letter  which  I  do  not  think  he  will  show  to 
his  friends  or  leave  where  his  executors  will  find  it.  That  it  might 
have  some  degree  of  publicity  among  the  fraternit}'  I  sent  it  through 
the  district  deputy  grand  master,  and  that  the  rebuke  may  not  be 
entirely  lost  to  posterity  a  copy  is  preserved  in  the  grand  master's 
office.  I  gave  him  my  best  wishes  for  his  defeat,  which  I  am  happy  to 
say  was  his  fate,  and  am  informed  that  his  circular  did  not  a  little  to 
work  his  discomfiture,  as  it  excited  feelings  of  indignation  and  revul- 
sion even  among  his  political  friends.  He  should  consider  himself 
fortunate  in  escaping  with  a  reprimand, for  a  clearer  case  for  charges 
was  never  presented,  and  expulsion  was  never  more  richly  deserved. 

At  the  threshold  of  Freemasonry  we  state  that  we  do  not  seek  it 
through  mercenary  motives,  but  the  frailty  of  human  nature  is  so 
strong  in  some  of  us  that  we  belie  that  assertion.  In  a  fraternit}^  as 
large  as  ours  we  cannot  wonder  at  this  fact;  we  can  only  deplore  it. 

The  installation  of  the  grand  officers  was  followed  by  addresses 
by  the  visiting  grand  officers  of  other  jurisdictions. 


We  are  pained  to  learn  that  Past  Grand  Master  Michael  Nisbet, 
who  for  years  has  so  ably  filled  the  position  of  grand  secretary,  and 
who  was  again  installed  into  that  office  at  this  communication,  died 
early  in  May  of  the  present  year. 


The  report  on  correspondence  (1137  pp.)  is  chiefly  the  work  of  Past 
Grand  Master  Michael  Arnold, who  was  appointed  to  the  chairman- 
ship of  the  committee  upon  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Vaux. 

Illinois  receives  full  and  courteous  notice,  beginning  with  the 
confession,  prompted  by  a  look  at  the  portrait  of  Grand  Master  GOD- 
dard:   "Were  we  of  the  other  sex,  we  should  say  that  we  want  him." 
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He  notes  the  fact  that  our  grand  lodge  met  at  Central  Music  Hall, 
and  speaks  of  it  to  wonder  why  the  "Masonic  Temple,"  which  he 
thouyht  we  had  in  Chicago,  was  not  used. 

In  the  first  place,  his  thought  was  wrong,  naturally  enough.  The 
American  people  generally,  and  the  people  of  Chicago  in  particular, 
are  too  busy  to  take  time  to  give  anything  its  full  name  when  some- 
thing less  will  identify  it.  There  is  no  Masonic  temple  in  (Chicago  in 
the  sense  to  which  he  is  accustomed.  The  "Masonic  Fraternity  Tem- 
ple,'' a  name  which  makes  limited  and  doubtful  concession  to  the 
proijrieties  on  the  part  of  its  projectors,  chieily  Masons,  is  not  owned 
by  the  fraternity,  but  by  a  private  business  corporation  organized 
for  profit.  It  contains  several  suites  of  apartments  occupied  by 
lodges  and  other  associations  of  Masons,  but  in  the  management  of 
the  affairs  of  the  corporation  the  fraternity  have  neither  voice  nor 
responsibility — if  we  except  the  responsibility  entailed  by  a  sin  of 
omission,  the  strength  of  which,  as  with  all  sin,  is  the  law.  The  mis- 
fortune is  that  the  perception  which  ought  to  have  recognized  the 
application  of  the  law  with  which  Masonry  is  instinct,  although  it 
may  be  unwritten,  forbidding  the  use  of  the  Masonic  name  to  purely 
business  enterprises,  had  become  so  blunted  by  the  toleration  of  so- 
called  benevolent  societies  doing  an  insurance  business  in  the  guise 
of  Masonic  charities,  that  in  a  similar  departure,  on  another  line  the 
use  of  the  Masonic  name  failed  to  attract  much  attention  until  the 
uses  to  which  portions  of  the  so-called  Masonic  Temple  are  being  put 
began  to  scandalize  the  fraternity. 

Bro.  Arnold,  like  all  reviewers  who  have  noticed  it,  commends 
the  action  of  Grand  Master  Goddard  in  the  case  of  Hinsdale  Lodge, 
and  characterizes  his  decision  as  sensible.  He  quotes  his  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  and  also  the  adverse  report  of 
the  committee  on  jurisprudence. 

The  introduction  to  the  Illinois  report  on  correspondence  is  levied 
upon  quite  extensively,  touching  the  Mississippi  rules,  the  Wisconsin 
relief  regulation,  legislation  against  non-affiliates,  and  the  Mexican 
scandal,  quoted  without  other  comment  than  "gratification,  because 
they  are  so  well  expressed." 

Of  our  remarks  about  the  Franklin-Allen  grand  lodge,  he  says: 

The  following  about  early  Pennsylvania  Masonry  overlooks  the 
fact  that  sometimes  our  ancient  brethren  were  troubled  with  doubters 
and  schismatics.  That  we  had  a  grand  lodge  in  1732  (and  perhaps 
earlier)  we  have  evidence  which  would  be  sufficient  in  any  court  of  jus- 
tice, and  that  "false  and  rebel  brethren"  were  "about  to  set  up  a  dis- 
tinct lodge"  is  true.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  they  attempted 
to  hedge  off  any  such,  by  drawing  all  authority  in  themselves,  but 
that  we  had  a  grand  lodge  cannot  be  denied.  While  descent  from  it 
may  not  be  traced,  it  is  not  claimed,  but  we  can  certainly  claim  sue- 
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cession  to  it,  and  have  the  claim  allowed.  That  Bro.  William  Allen, 
chief  justice  of  the  province,  was  grand  master  is  now  beyond  dispute. 
It  would  be  a  hard  rule  which  denies  the  existence  of  Masonry  in 
Eng'land  for  centuries,  to  tell  our  English  brethren  that  they  once  had 
three  grand  lodges.     We  had  two  until  1813. 

If  the  grand  lodge  of  Pennsylvania  can  claim  succession  to  the 
body  over  which  Allen  presided,  it  is  only  in  the  sense  of  having  ex- 
isted later  on  the  same  territory.  It  had  no  successive  connection 
with  it,  the  provincial  grand  lodge  which  preceded  the  present  grand 
lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  refusing  to  affiliate  the  Masons  hailing  under 
the  Allen  bodj^  without  first  healing.  Hence  the  remark  made  in 
the  eulogy  on  Bro.  Vaux,  where  the  orator  speaks  of  the  "one  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  years  of  its  existence"  of  "this  grand  lodge,"  is 
misleading. 

We  are  glad  to  see  that  Bro.  Arnold  is  continued  in  the  chair- 
manship of  the  committee. 


PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND,  1894. 
20th  Annual.  Summerside.  June  24. 

The  representative  of  Illinois,  William  H.  Aitken,  was  absent. 

This  pamphlet  contains  the  minutes  of  an  emergent  communica 
tion  held  at  Charlottetown  to  dedicate  the  Masonic  apartments  of 
St.  John  and  Victoria  Lodges,  at  which  an  oration  was  delivered  by 
W.  Bro.  the  Rev.  G.  M.  CampbelL;  acting  grand  chaplain.  Bro. 
Campbell  says  some  have  been  over-anxious  for  the  dignity  of  Free- 
masonry, and  have  represented  it  as  coeval  with  the  world,  confound- 
ing principles  with  institutions  embodying  them  and  claiming  an 
equal  antiquity  for  both.  If  he  will  reflect  still  more  on  the  dangers 
of  this  over-zeal,  he  will  avoid  statements  like  the  following,  equally 
apochryphal: 

Masons  are  well  informed  b}^  their  own  private  and  interior  rec- 
ords, as  well  as  from  general  historj-,  that  the  organization  dates 
anterior  to  Solomon's  temple;  and  be  it  remembered  that  this  great 
event  took  place  1,000  years  before  the  Christian  Era,  more  than  a 
century  before  Homer  sang,  and  about  five  centuries  before  Pythag- 
oras brought  from  the  east  his  sublime  system  of  truly  Masonic  in- 
struction to  illuminate  our  western  world. 

The  grand  master  (Thomas  A.  McLean)  submitted  three  decis- 
ions, all  correct  and  judiciously  put.  The  "astonisher"  after  the  final 
"No"  gives  it  no  more  emphasis  than  it  deserves.  They  are  as  follows: 
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1.  When  the  worshipful  master  sits  in  the  east,  with  gavel  in  hand, 
is  his  authority  supreme?     (Subject  to  the  Constitution.) 

Answer. — The  worshipful  master,  when  in  the  chair  in  the  east,  has 
command  of  the  lodge,  and  it  is  his  duty  that  the  officers  and  brethren 
obey  his  constitutional  orders. 

2d  Question.— Has  the  worshipful  master  power  to  suspend  for  in- 
subordination an  officer  who  has  been  elected  by  suffrageV 

Answer. — The  worshipful  master  may  suspend  an  officer  for  good 
cause,  and  report  his  action  to  the  grand  master.  But  he  cannot  re- 
move him  from  the  position  into  which  he  has  been  duly  installed,  nor 
has  he  the  power  to  remove  him  capriciously  or  at  pleasure. 

Bro.  P.  Master  McLean,  of  Orient  Lodge,  Souris,  asked: 

Is  a  brother  who  has  been  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues  and 
afterwards  restored  to  full  membership  liable  for  dues  while  under 
suspension. 

Answer. — No! 

They  were  approved.  The  following  was  sent  to  the  committee 
on  jurisprudence,  who  reported  that  it  could  not  be  entertained,  be- 
cause it  was  virtually  an  amendment  to  the  provision  of  the  by-laws, 
that  "a  rejected  candidate  for  initiation  cannot  apply  to  the  same  or 
any  other  lodge  within  twelve  months  from  the  time  of  his  rejection." 
The  grand  lodge,  however,  took  the  view  of  the  proposer,  that  it  was 
only  a  declaration  that  a  rejection  by  a  lodge  not  having  jurisdiction 
was  a  nullity  and  that  it  did  not  touch  the  law  referred  to,  and  over- 
ruled the  committee: 

Whereas,  In  cases  where  a  candidate  for  Masonry  applies  to  a 
lodge  other  than  the  one  having  jurisdiction,  and  is  rejected; 

Be  it  therefore  Tiesolred,  That  any  such  candidg.te  may  again  apply 
de  novo  to  the  lodge  having  jurisdiction  as  if  such  rejection  has  never 
taken  place,  and  without  waiting  the  prescribed  twelve  months. 

Second.  That  lodges  receiving  petitions  should  make  diligent  en- 
quiries and  should  consult  the  neighboring  lodges  in  all  cases  of  pos- 
sible doubt. 

The  committee  on  grand  master's  address  was  also  "turned  down'^ 
on  one  subject,  by  having  its  endorsement  of  the  following  remarks 
by  the  grand  master  stricken  from  their  report: 

I  must  here  remark  that  some  of  the  lodge  members  in  our  juris- 
diction require  more  constitutional  light  in  re  lodge  funds.  They  hold 
the  opinion  that  these  funds  are  theirs  to  do  with  them  what  they 
will.  This  is  erroneous!  A  lodge  fund  is  held  sacred,  except  for  legit- 
imate expenses. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  was  recognized ;  the  names  of 
the  members  of  the  lodges  were  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  proceed- 
ings, and  the  grand  lodge  voted  to  meet  next  year  at  Charlottetown. 
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Roderick  Macneill,  of  Stnnle}' Bridge,  was  elected  grand  master; 
Neil  MacKelvie,  of  Summerside,  elected  grand  secretar}-. 

This  grand  lodge  does  not  indulge  in  the  luxur}-  of  reports  on  cor- 
respondence. 


PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND,  1896. 

21ST  Annual.  Charlottetown.  June  24. 

The  meeting  at  the  capital  brought  out  a  large  attendance.  The 
diplomatic  corps  numbered  ihirty-four,  among  them  Past  Senior 
Grand  Warden  William  H.  Aitken,  the  representative  of  Illinois. 

The  grand  master  (Roderick  Macneill,  M.D.)  tenderly  referred 
to  the  bereavement  of  the  grand  secretary  in  the  loss  of  his  wife,  and 
the  grand  lodge,  through  the  committee  on  address,  added  its  tribute 
to  the  dead  and  the  assurance  of  its  sympathy  with  the  living. 

The  grand  master  submitted  two  decisions,  betokening  a  clear 
head  and  a  knowledge  of  the  law.     They  are  as  follows: 

1.  When  a  P.M.  is  in  charge  of  a  lodge  by  request  of  the  W.M., 
has  he  the  authoritj-  to  order  any  officer  or  member  to  do  regular  de- 
gree work  in  the  lodge"? 

Answer. — It  is  competent  for  the  officer  lawf ull}-  entitled  to  jjre- 
side,  whether  master  or  warden,  to  call  to  the  chair  any  P.M.,  and 
such  P.M.  maj^  then"  preside  and  confer  degrees.  The  presence  and 
consent  of  the  one  lawfully  entitled  to  preside  being  sufficient  to 
establish  its  legality  and  regularit}-,  it  therefore  follows  that  the  one 
who  is  in  the  chair  of  the  lodge  and  has  the  gavel  has  both  the  sta- 
tion and  the  emblem  of  authority  of  the  master  to  order  an}-  officer  or 
member  to  do  regular  work,  precisely  as  the  master  could  do,  and  no 
more.     The  master,  however,  can  resume  the  chair  when  he  pleases. 

2.  Should  the  secretary  of  a  lodge  show  by  his  minutes,  calling  off 
and  on,  and  for  what  purpose? 

Answer. — The  secretary  should  record  accurately  the  proceedings 
of  the  lodge,  and  show  by  his  minutes,  calling  off  and  on,  and  the  pur- 
poses thereof:  I  also  recommended  that  the  minutes  of  ever}^  commu- 
nication, whether  regular  or  special,  should  be  read  and  approved 
before  the  lodge  is  closed.  The  minutes  of  a  lodge,  having  been  ap- 
proved, may  not  be  altered,  but  a  minute  ma}-  be  ordered  and  made  at 
a  subsequent  communication  explaining  or  correcting  the  errors  of 
record  of  the  previous  communication.  Xo  master  should  entertain 
a  motion  disapproving  of  the  minutes  unless  an  error  could  be  pointed 
out,  and  then  only  to  "amend."'  His  dut}^  is  clear  to  rule  against  all 
such  motions. 
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A  visit  to  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Brunswick  v/hen  the  subject  of 
a  Masonic  Home  for  the  Maritime  Provinces  was  under  discussion, 
directed  the  grand  master's  attention  to  their  own  lack  of  a  fund  of 
benevolence  or  charity  to  supplement  individual  relief,  and  he  took 
up  the  matter  with  great  energy.  He  brought  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  the  lodges  by  circular,  and  at  the  visitations  with  which 
he  followed  it,  and  succeeded  in  showing  subscriptions  aggregating  a 
fair  nucleus  for  a  grand  lodge  benevolent  fund,  to  which  is  to  be  added 
— according  to  the  rules  for  its  management  which  he  presented  and 
which  the  grand  lodge  adopted — ten  per  cent  of  the  income  of  the 
grand  lodge  each  year.  His  clear  idea  of  the  proper  scope  of  such  a 
fund  is  indicated  by  the  following: 

As  many  of  the  brethren  seem  to  confound  charity  with  insurance 
and  sick  benefit  societies,  I  deem  it  necessary  to  add  that  charity  is 
not  insurance;  neither  can  we  engraft  pensioners  upon  it,  as  we  can 
only  aim  at  moderate  relief  for  present  necessities. 

He  discusses  the  question  of  the  power  of  the  grand  lodge  touch- 
ing changes  in  its  own  laws,  and  cites  authorities  tending  to  support 
the  New  York  dictum  that  the  grand  lodge  has  the  constitutional 
right  to  amend  a  written  motion  to  change  the  constitution  when  that 
motion  comes  up  for  action,  if  the  change  be  within  the  scope  of  the 
proposed  amendment,  and  thus  concludes: 

The  scope  of  the  proposed  amendment  is  the  time  and  place  of 
meeting.  For  instance,  the  amendment  proposed  to  meet  on  the  24th 
day  of  June.  To  say  that  grand  lodge  could  only  consider  the  ques- 
tion whether  or  not  it  would  meet  on  the  2-lth  day  of  June  would  take 
from  it  its  powers  as  a  legislative  body  and  destroy  its  sovereignty. 
I  believe  constitutions  were  made  for  the  convenience  and  benefit  of 
the  craft,  and  not  the  craft  for  the  constitution.  When  notice  is 
given  of  the  projiosed  amendment  it  is  simply  to  prevent  the  lodges 
from  being  taken  unawares,  and  in  order  to  prevent  too  hasty  legis- 
lation. But  when  it  is  before  the  grand  lodge  it  alone  has  power  to 
make  a  deliverance  upon  it.  We  are  making  constitutions  as  we  go, 
and  we  must  therefore  submit  and  leave  with  the  grand  lodge  the 
power  to  enact  whatever  the  interests  and  convenience  of  the  craft 
require  and  demand. 

In  any  given  grand  lodge  the  question  must  hinge  upon  the  lan- 
guage of  the  provision  respecting  amendments  to  the  constitution, 
statutes  or  regulations,  each  body  having  settled  for  itself  the  ques- 
tion of  the  source  of  constitutional  power.  In  Illinois  the  language  of 
the  constitutional  provision  respecting  amendments  to  the  by-laws — 
amendments  to  the  constitution  requiring  action  by  the  lodges — is 
such  as  to  preclude  any  change  whatever  in  the  language  of  a  pro- 
posed amendment  which  has  lain  over  for  the  required  year,  without 
carrying  it  over  for  an  additional  year. 

The  grand  master  suggests  that  the  question  of  the  burial  of  un- 
affiliated Masons  with  Masonic  rites  be  left  to  the  unanimous  vote  of 


262  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 


the  lodges.  On  the  general  subject  of  non-affiliation  his  remarks  are 
in  gratifying"  contrast  to  the  prevailing  doctrine  in  many  grand  lodges 
nearer  the  setting  sun: 

The  question  of  unaffiliated  Masons,  however,  is  worthy  of  our 
serious  consideration.  Why  have  we  so  many'?  Is  it  because  many 
grow  weary  of  the  ritual,  and  miss  the  mental  food  and  instructions 
which  the  lodge  should  impart?  Or  is  it  because  Masons  do  not  con- 
duct themselves  as  brethren  should,  or  is  it  because  of  their  feeble- 
ness and  inability  as  bread  winners  to  keep  up  their  dues  while  their 
sun  is  going"  down  in  the  west'?  Whatever  the  reason  may  be,  I  would 
urge  upon  lodges  the  necessity  of  taking  care  of  the  old  Masons. 
Treat  them  kindly  and  meet  them  with  every  favorable  consideration. 
Encourage  them  to  remain.  The  master  and  wardens  should  go  out 
and  say  unto  them,  "Come  thou  with  us  and  we  will  do  thee  good." 

Inability  to  pay  dues  should. never  drive  a  good  Mason  from  our 
lodges,  and  here  I  would  suggest  the  necessity  of  extending  to  the 
subordinate  lodges  power  to  make  honorary  or  life  members  in  all 
needed  cases.  It  appears  to  me  some  provision  of  this  kind  would  re- 
duce the  number  of  unaffiliates,  and  thereb}^  have  their  presence  with 
us.  The  true  principles  of  the  craft  are  brotherly  love,  relief,  and 
truth,  and  some  believe  yearly  dues  to  be  an  innovation,  and  would 
substitute  a  high  joining  fee  and  the  abolition  of  all  dues.  This  idea 
is  worthy  of  your  consideration. 

The  grand  lodge  took  the  bits  in  its  teeth  and  disallowed  an  ap- 
peal which  the  committee  on  grievances  and  appeals  sustained, 
against  the  decision  of  a  master  in  the  chair  in  declining  to  entertain 
a  certain  motion.  A  revision  of  the  constitution  and  text-book  was 
ordered;  the  hat  was  passed  and  the  sum  of  ninety-three  dollars  con- 
tributed to  the  grand  lodge  benevolent  fund;  amotion  to  permanently 
locate  the  grand  lodge  at  Charlottetown  was  lost,  but  that  city  was 
agreed  upon  as  the  place  of  next  meeting,  and  the  following  was 
adopted: 

Besolved,  That  no  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  shall  receive  as  a  join- 
ing or  affiliate  member  any  person  who  as  principal  or  clerk  is  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  or  the  sale  of  spirituous  or  malt  liquors,  except- 
ing for  medicinal  purposes. 

John  L.  Thompson,  of  Charlottetown,  was  elected  grand  master; 
Neil  MacKelvie,  Summerside,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 
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QUEBEC,  1896. 

26th  Annual.  Montreal.  January  29. 

Thirty  Masonic  courts  were  represented,  Illinois  by  Alexander 
Chisholm,  past  grand  registrar. 

The  grand  master  (Col.  Frederick  Massey)  says  of  the  Masonic 
relations  of  Quebec: 

As  far  as  our  foreign  relations  are  concerned  they  remain  very 
much  as  heretofore,  the  lodges  having  jurisdiction  under  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  England  being  still  in  existence  in  this  city  of  Montreal. 
There  are  not  wanting  in  my  opinion,  signs,  that  these  lodges  will 
possibly  in  the  near  future,  consider  seriously,  benefits  which  would 
accrue  to  them  from  being  in  much  closer  contact  to  their  grand 
body  than  they  are  at  present. 

Without  going  closely  into  this  question,  which  has  been  so  fully 
discussed  heretofore,  I  dismiss  the  subject  with  the  remark  that  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  ere  long  lodges  referred  to  will  recognize  it  as  their 
duty  to  relieve  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  from  the  somewhat,  no 
doubt  to  them,  embarrassing  position  of  still  allowing  lodges  to  work 
under  English  charters  in  this  Province  of  Quebec;  a  posftion  which, 
undoubtedly,  no  grand  lodge  cares  to  maintain,  and  one  which  has 
now  become  so  solitary  as  to  be  marked  among  the  grand  lodges  of 
the  Masonic  world. 

The  following  in  the  same  connection  is  from  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  state  of  Masonry: 

We  cannot  help  noting  the  kindly  manner  in  which  our  grand 
master  refers  to  our  foreign  relations  that  are  not  disturbed  either  at 
home  or  abroad.  True,  three  lodges  are  said  to  exist  in  our  jurisdic- 
tion, supported  by  a  foreign  grand  lodge,  in  violation  of  our  ideas  of 
the  constitution  of  Masonry. 

In  this  regard  we  note  with  a  degree  of  satisfaction,  for  the  effect 
it  may  have  upon  others  outside  our  grand  body,  the  important  event 
in  the  history  of  Masonry  in  this  province,  alluded  to  in  our  grand 
master's  address,  that  at  the  last  session  of  the  dominion  parliament 
a  bill  was  passed  removing  the  alleged  disabilities  under  which  Free- 
masonry in  this  province  was  supposed  to  suffer,  in  the  imagination  of 
some  people,  and  now  that  the  last  objection  has  been  removed,  we 
trust  the  hopes  which  animated  the  breasts  of  many  of  our  members 
when  inaugurating  the  conciliatory  action  of  this  grand  lodge,  may 
show  some  signs  of  being  fulfilled.  It  must  be  obvious,  however,  to 
any  thinking  man,  that  this  kindness  on  our  part  should  not  be  unnec- 
essarily tried. 

The  "alleged  disabilities"  consisted  in  the  remote  possibility  that 
under  the  letter  of  the  law  the  lodges  in  Quebec  might  not  be  included 
in  the  exceptions  of  an  act  passed  during  the  rebellion  of  1837,  relat- 
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ing^  to  "seditious  and  unlawful  associations."  The  question  which 
was  asked  by  those  who  raised  this  scarecrow,  was  whether  the  Quebec 
lodges  were  included  among  the  lodges  specially  exempt,  the  text  of 
the  statute  referring  to  lodges  constituted  by  or  under  warrants 
granted  by  or  derived  from  any  grand  master  or  grand  lodge  in  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  simple  substitu- 
tion of  the  word  "in"  for  "of"  in  the  text  of  the  act,  making  it  read 
"or  grand  master  or  grand  lodge  in  Canada,"  relieved  not  only  Quebec 
but  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  the  Northwest  from  an}^  possible 
doubt. 

The  grand  master  reported  only  two  rulings: 

"A  member  of  this  lodge  having  exercised  his  privilege  of  ballot- 
ing for  candidates,  continued  to  object  to  their  initiation  after  their 
election.  The  W.M.  asked  for  a  ruling  as  to  the  brethren's  right  to 
continuallv  object,  thus  causing  the  work  of  the  lodge  to  be  com- 
pleteh'  arrested  and  upsetting  the  by-law,  which  required  two  black 
balls  to  reject,  thus  controlling  all  admissions  by,  in  reality,  his  ob- 
jecting." 

I  therefore  ruled  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  constitution 
to  allow  any  brother,  by  objecting  continually,  to  prevent  the  admis- 
sion of  candidates,  and  ordered  them  to  proceed  at  once  with  the 
initiation  of  the  two  gentlemen  in  question  pending  any  necessary 
amendments  to  constitution. 

The  double  ruling  in  the  last  case  was  ai)proved  without  question; 
we  copy  the  report  of  the  jurisprudence  committee — which  w-e  con- 
sider lame  in  this  that  a  dispensation  could  not  set  aside  a  member's 
right  if  it  really  existed — because  it  reflects  the  Quebec  law  of  the 
ballot: 

Grand  master,  when  grand  lodge  is  not  in  session,  exercises  its 
executive  powers,  and  we  consider  that  as  he  instructed  the  W.M.  to 
initiate  the  candidates  in  question,  such  instruction  was  equal  to  a 
dispensation  from  him.  At  the  same  time  we  consider  the  proper 
action  of  the  lodge  under  the  circumstances  detailed,  was  to  discipline 
the  brother  in  fault.  The  constitution  has  been  amended  so  as  to  re- 
quire that  two  members  object  in  order  to  prevent  the  advancement 
of  a  brother  in  a  lodge,  where  by-laws  require  two  blackballs  to  re- 
ject; and  this  will,  we  trust,  obviate  any  difficult}'  in  future. 

The  grand  lodge,  under  the  lead  of  Past  Grand  Master  NOYES, 
who  dissented  from  the  report,  sustained  the  action  of  the  grand 
master. 

The  grand  master  announced  the  death  of  Cornelius  Judge  at 
sixty.  He  was  a  past  district  deputy  and  past  deputy  grand  master, 
participated  in  the  organization  of  the  grand  lodge,  and  at  his  death 
was  the  representative  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Kansas.  While  deputy 
grand  master,  he  declined  to  be  nominated  for  the  grand  east.  Also 
deceased  was  T.  P.  Prentiss,  formerly  representative  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Washington. 
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The  grand  master  hints  that  some  of  the  correspondence  of  his 
office  has  been — unwittingly,  perhaps — lacking  in  respect,  and  says: 

It  has,  however,  been  readily  and  willingly  corrected  on  atten- 
tion being  called  to  the  matter  by  your  grand  master,  and  it  is  merely 
mentioned  at  the  present  time  in  order  that  attention  may  be  called 
to  the  respect  due  to  constituted  authority,  and  to  our  rules  and  regu- 
lations, which  should  always  be  the  first  desire  of  every  member  of 
our  grand  lodge. 

In  this  connection,  it  is,  perhaps,  advisable  to  warn  brethren 
against  signing  individually,  or  collectively,  any  documents  attach- 
ing their  lodge,  rank  or  office,  to  their  names,  unless  specially  on 
lodge  or  official  business.  Whatever  opinions  they  may  wish  to  ex- 
press in  writing,  outside  of  their  respective  lodges,  must  be  as  indi- 
viduals. Only  authorized  resolutions  or  correspondence,  can  be 
signed  officially. 

On  this  the  committee  on  the  state  of  Masonry  shrewdly  comment: 

As  to  want  of  respect  evinced  in  the  correspondence  with  grand 
lodge,  we  think  that  this  points  to  the  fact  that  many  members  of 
the  craft  have  perhaps  been  giving  more  attention  to  ritual  than  to 
constitution,  and  a  due  knowledge  of  both  subjects  is  essentially  nec- 
essary to  the  good  governing  of  the  craft.  And  we  think  that  here- 
after, due  prominence  should  be  given  to  the  constitutional  knowledge, 
which  would  serve  to  remove  many  causes  of  friction. 

Among  the  dispensations  issued  through  the  grand  secretary's 
office,  he  notes  one  to  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  37,  to  hold  meeting  and 
confer  degrees  at  Glen  Sutton.  We  mention  this  as  having  in  it  the 
germ  of  a  possible  itinerary  by  which  a  lodge  might  "work"  a  large 
tributary  territory. 

Chronicling  a  pleasant  visit  to  a  lodge  in  response  to  a  special  in- 
vitation, the  following  remarks  by  Grand  Secretary  Isaacson  remind 
all  of  us  who  were  old  enough  to  be  interested  in  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Quebec,  that  we  are  catching  something  of  the 
momentum  which  comes  from  the  weight  of  accumulating  years; 

I  trust  I  may  here  be  permitted  to  say  that  if  during  the  past 
year  I  have  declined  to  accept  similar  invitations  tendered  me.  it  was 
not  that  my  interest  in  them  by  the  craft  and  its  welfare  has  abated 
one  single  jot,  but  because  advanced  years  have  counseled  me  to  pre- 
serve and  guard  as  much  as  possible,  and  with  prudence,  the  health 
and  strength  with  which  I  am  blessed. 

He  suggests  that  the  growing  practice  of  inserting  in  proceedings 
the  portraits  of  past  grand  officers  and  prominent  members  of  the 
craft  who  have  rendered  valuable  services  should  be  adopted  by 
them. 

The  realization  of  this  would  be  very  gratifying  to  many  outside 
of  that  jurisdiction  who  would  like  to  see  the  features  of  the  strong 
men  of  Quebec,  with  whose  work  they  have  so  long  been  familiar.  The 
suggestion  gives  the  committee  on  the  state  of  Masonry  an  oppor- 

—18 


266  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 


tunity  to  further  a  good  thing  and  properly  magnify  their  office  in 
the  same  breath: 

While  we  approve  of  the  suggestion  of  the  grand  secretarj-  as  to 
inserting  portraits  of  eminent  Masons  in  our  printed  proceedings  and 
would  advise  compliance  therewith,  yet  as  some  object  to  j'our  com- 
mittee taking  into  consideration  matters  involving  expense,  would 
recommend  that  the  committee  of  finance  be  requested  to  report  at 
the  next  session  as  to  the  expense  required  for  that  purpose,  and  this 
without  any  waiver  on  the  part  of  your  committee  of  their  right  to 
report  on  any  matter  submitted  to  Ihem  by  grand  lodge. 

The  committee  thus  refer  to  an  item  in  his  report: 

We  are  pleased  to  note  the  request  for  recognition  from  the  Grand 
Orient  of  Greece,  and  trust  that  ere  long  their  troubles  may  disap- 
pear and  peace  and  harmony  will  reign  in  their  jurisdiction.  We  hope 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations  maj'  have  sufficient  information 
to  extend  fraternal  recognition  to  this  new  applicant  for  grand  lodge 
recognition. 

The  hope  here  expressed  seems  to  be  borne  of  general  good  will  to- 
wards whatever  is  called  Masonic,  rather  than  of  knowledge  whether 
the  genesis  of  the  new  applicant  is  such  as  to  make  it  recognizable 
by  a  grand  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons. 

The  committee  refer  to  the  happy  outcome  of  efforts  to  strengthen 
the  craft  by  the  amalgamation  of  lodges  in  Montreal,  two  cases  of 
which  were  reported  by  the  grand  master. 

In  Illinois  this  requires  the  unanimous  consent  of  both  lodges, 
thus  preserving  intact  the  principle  of  law  that  when  a  brother  is 
proposed  for  membership  it  is  the  right  of  every  member  to  signify 
his  assent  or  dissent  in  his  own  prudent  way.  •  We  do  not  know  on 
what  basis  consolidation  is  effected  in  Quebec,  but  touching  one  of 
the  cases  reported  we  tind  the  following: 

A  communication  from  W.  Bro.  S.  R.  Clendenning.  J.  A.  Peard, 
W.  L.  Perego,  past  masters  of  St.  George  Lodge  No.  11,  and  nine 
other  members  of  that  lodge,  alleging  that  its  amalgamation  with 
St.  George  Lodge  No.  10  was  irregular,  illegal,  and  unconstitutional, 
was  read,  and  on  motion  of  R.W.  Bro.  Briggs,  seconded  by  R.W.  Bro. 
White,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  jurisprudence. 

And  on  the  heels  of  closing,  the  following: 

M.W.  Bro.  T.  P.  Butler,  for  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  the  communication  from  W.  Bro.  S.  R.  Clen- 
denning and  others,  respecting  the  amalgamation  of  St.  George 
Lodge  No.  10  with  St.  George  Lodge  No.  11,  asked  further  delay  In 
order  to  enable  the  committee  to  make  fuller  investigation,  and  such 
delay  was  granted. 

A  complete  revision  of  the  constitution  was  reported,  and  adopted 
with  a  single  amendment  perpetuating  the  office  of  grand  registrar, 
which  the  committee  had  dropi^ed  out  in  hewing  to  the  line  laid  down 
in  the  following: 
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The  committee  do  not  recommend  the  election  or  appointment  of 
any  officers  except  such  as  are  actually  required  by  the  ancient  regu- 
lations of  the  craft  and  those  who  have  duties  assigned  to  them  neces- 
sary to  be  performed  for  the  proper  government  of  the  grand  lodge. 

Possibly  the  officer  thus  snatched  from  the  burning  is  to  perform 
the  duties  of  grand  crier,  as  we  notice  that  in  a  case  of  appeal  heard 
by  the  jurisprudence  committee  and  in  which  the  committee,  report- 
ing that  the  appellant  had  failed  to  appear  either  in  person  or  by 
counsel,  although  called  in  grand  lodge,  recommended  that  the  ap- 
peal be  dismissed,  the  action  of  the  lodge  sustained  and  the  brother 
expelled,  pending  the  adoption  of  the  report  the  right  worshipful 
appellant  was  again  summoned  to  appear,  but  not  answering  in  per- 
son or  by  representative,  the  axe  fell. 

The  customary  grand  chaplain's  discourse  was  this  year  delivered 
by  R.W.  the  Rev,  R.  W.  Hewton.  Ample  provision  for  the  spiritual 
wants  of  the  Quebec  brethren  was  made  in  the  appointment  of  grand 
chaplains — five  for  the  six  districts. 

Col.  Frederick  Massey,  grandmaster;  John  H.  Isaacson,  grand 
secretary,  both  of  Montreal,  were  re-elected. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (128  pp.)  by  Bro.  E.  D.  T.  Chambers, 
now  deputy  grand  master,  reflects  his  never  failing  oourtesy  and  ripe 
scholarship.  We  regret  to  learn  that  during  the  year  he  had  not 
only  suffered  a  long  and  severe  illness,  but  had  been  bereft  of  a  be- 
loved son.  We  beg  to  offer  to  him  the  assurance  of  our  sincere  sym" 
pathy. 

In  his  introductory  remarks,  referring  to  the  invitation  to  grand 
lodges  to  participate  in  or  give  their  fraternal  a.dhesion  to  the  Italian 
celebration  at  Rome  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  termina- 
tion of  the  temporal  power  of  the  papacy,  Bro.  Chambers  well  says: 

The  so-called  Freemasons  of  some  other  Latin  lands  are  deserv- 
edly repudiated  by  legitimate  craftsmen  for  their  prostitution  of 
their  lodges  to  religious  and  political  plots.  Whatever  part  they  may 
have  taken  in  the  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of  the  loss  of  the 
temporal  power  of  the  papacy,  legitimate  Masonry  is  not  responsible 
therefor.  English-speaking  Freemasonry,  at  all  events,  could  have 
no  part  in  such  celebration.  It  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  witn  the 
plots,  the  politics,  or  the  revolutions  of  other  lands.  Such  things 
dare  not  so  much  as  be  mentioned  within  its  lodges. 

In  his  reference  to  the  environment  of  Quebec,  Masonry  he  gives 
us  the  key  to  some  remarks  by  the^grand  master,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing is  a  part: 

No  true  Mason  can  ever  join  with  others  in  conspiring  against,  or 
in  opposition  to,  either  the  laws  of  God  or  man,  and  while  we  insist  on 
belief  in  the  existence  of  a  Supreme  Being,  and  of  loyalty,  either  to 
our  adopted  country  or  to  our  beloved  sovereign,  we  hold  in  utter 
contempt  any  one  transgressing  in  any  sense  the  principles  just  re- 
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ferred  to,  and  no  words  of  mine  can  possibl}^  be  strong  enough  to 
characterize  in  sufficiently  scathing  terms  such  a  publication  as  was 
recently  published  in  this  province,  referred  to  so  full}-  by  the  press 
of  this  city,  and  which  I  am  glad  to  say  has  been  withdrawn,  as  far  as 
government  recognition  is  concerned. 

Bro.  Chambers  says: 

Within  the  last  few  months  there  has  appeared  here  a  novel  of 
the  twentieth  century,  from  the  pen  of  an  anti-Masonic  writer — the 
same  who  was  referred  to  by  us  some  3'ears  ago  in  one  of  these  repoi  ts, 
as  having  entered  upon  a  crusade  against  a  French  Canadian  beer 
bottler  for  emplo3'ing  upon  his  labels  a  red  triangle,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  a  Masonic  emblem:  and  who  also  appealed  to  Cardinal 
Taschereau  to  ban  both  bottler,  beer,  and  bottles,  with  bell,  book,  and 
candle.  The  cardinal  decided  that  the  triangle  was  not  a  Masonic 
emblem,  and  there  the  matter  ended,  but  the  author  of  the  attack 
has  followed  up  his  arraignment  of  Freemasonry  by  writing  the  novel 
alread}^  referred  to,  for  the  jDurpose  of  illustrating  his  contention 
that  Masonry  is  devil  worship,  and  Masons  a  society  of  plotters  against 
law  and  order,  whether  human  or  divine,  who  seek  the  subversion 
alike  of  religion  and  of  constitutional  government,  and  whose  lodges 
are  not  only  the  headquarters  of  lawless  conspiracies  against  both 
their  God  and  their  fellow  men,  but  little  hells  upon  earth,  in  the 
shape  of  private  cabinets  in  which  the  prince  of  darkness  in  material 
form  is  called  up  and  communicated  with  at  will! 

Little  surprise  as  may  be  occasioned  hj  these  representations, 
amongst  those  acquainted  with  the  methods  and  tenets  of  anti- 
Masonic  ignorance  and  fanaticism,  it  will  not  be  without  some  wonder- 
ment, we  believe,  that  the  facts  will  go  forth  that  the  government  of 
the  Province  of  Quebec  has  purchased  some  hundreds  of  copies  of  this 
book  for  distribution  as  prizes  to  the  children  of  the  public  schools. 

In  his  interesting  and  complimentary  review  of  Illinois  for  1895, 
he  calls  attention  to  the  similarity  of  the  views  held  by  Grand 
Master  Goddard  on  the  subject  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  to  those  ex- 
pressed by  Grand  Master  NOYES,  of  Quebec.  Of  Bro.  Black's  ora- 
tion he  says: 

A  ver}^  eloquent  oration  was  delivered  by  R.W.  Bro.  John  C.  Black, 
the  chief  burden  of  which  is  "the  coming  peace."  We  have  else- 
where in  this  report  expressed  the  belief  that  Masonry  may  do  much 
towards  hastening  and  maintaining  this  desirable  condition,  and  one 
way,  Bro.  Black,  in  which  she  may  do  this,  is  to  express  her  reproba- 
tion of  all  studied  provocation  to  retaliation  and  war  on  the  part  of 
public  men  whose  utterances  are  calculated  to  be  so  pregnant  of  in- 
ternational complications. 

Copying  some  of  our  introductory  remarks  concerning  the  recog- 
nition of  the  Mexican  Gran  Diet^,  he  refers  to  "hj-brid"'  and  "her- 
maphrodite" elsewhere  used  by  us  when  referring  to  that  body  as 
"not  inappropriate  terms,"  and  in  another  place  he  sa3^s: 

Our  Texas  brethren,  who  undertook  to  establish  the  legitimacy  of 
the  principles  and  practices  of  the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico,  have  ad- 
duced evidence  that  in  our  humble  opinion  proves  exactlj^  the  con- 
trary. We  have  not  hesitated  to  say  so,  in  the  proper  place,  and  to 
give  our  reasons  for  so  saying  and  so  thinking. 
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Bro.  Chambers's  opposition  to  recognition,  however,  seems  to  lie 
wholly  against  the  practices  rather  than  the  parentage  of  the  gran 
dieta,  for  if  we  correctly  understand  him  he  inclines  to  the  doctrine 
that  some  other  Masonry  than  the  Masonry  of  the  charges  of  a  Free- 
mason— Free  and  Accepted  Masonry — may  under  certain  conditions 
create  lodges  that  are  recognizable  as  a  lawful  basis  for  a  grand 
lodge.  The  fast-fleeting  minutes  at  our  command  warn  us  that  we 
must  content  ourselves  for  the  present  with  referring  him  to  our 
views  as  expressed  in  this  report  under  New  York,  and  incidentally 
under  Iowa  and  Kansas. 


RHODE  ISLAND,  1895. 
105th  Annual.  Providence.  May  20. 

Past  Grand  Master  Newton  D.  Arnold,  the  representative  of 
Illinois,  was  present  at  both  the  semi-annual  and  annual  communica- 
tions. 

At  the  latter  the  grand  master  (Elisha  D.  Rhodes)  announced 
the  death  of  nine  past  masters  of  the  average  age  of  sixty-five.  The 
youngest  was  thirty-eight;  two  had  passed  four  score,  and  the  oldest 
was  eighty-eight. 

The  committee  on  grand  officer's  reports  considered  the  grand 
master's  address  during  the  recess  and  now  reported  at  the  semi- 
annual on  the  question  which  we  noted  in  our  last  review  as  having 
been  submitted  by  the  grand  master  without  a  ruling,  viz.,  whether 
the  omission  from  the  revised  work  of  the  words  "within  the  body  of 
a  Master  Mason's  lodge"  was  intended  to  or  did  give  permission  to  any 
lodge  to  transact  any  or  all  business  at  its  discretion  in  a  lodge  of 
Fellow  Crafts  or  Entered  Apprentices.     The  committee  say  in  part: 

Of  course  it  is  impossible  for  your  committee  to  express  an  opinion 
as  to  what  was  the  intention  of  the  committee  that  reported  the 
revised  ritual,  but  it  is  safe  to  say  that  if  it  had  been  supposed  that 
so  radical  and  important  a  change  in  Masonic  usage  was  contem- 
plated, it  would  have  received  some  attention  at  the  hands  of  the 
grand  lodge  when  the  ritual  was  approved. 

We  do  not  think  that  any  such  change  was  made,  or  that  it  is 
desirable  that  it  should  be  made. 

The  constitution  of  nearly  every  grand  lodge  in  the  United  States 
forbids  the  transaction  of  any  business  in  a  lodge  of  Fellow  Crafts  or 
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Entered  Apprentices,  except  such  as  pertains  to  the  conferring- of  the 
degrees,  and  every  recognized  authority  with  which  we  are  convers- 
ant, Chase,  Mackey,  Lockwood,  and  others  propound  the  same  doc- 
trine. 

It  is  claimed  that  prior  to  1877  it  was  the  custom  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion to  do  business  in  a  lodge  room  when  convened,  no  matter  in  what 
degree  it  was  opened.  But  it  can  be  readily  seen  that  even  then 
there  was  much  business  of  such  a  nature  that  it  could  not  have  been 
properly  transacted  in  any  but  a  master's  lodge. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  formerly  business  was  transacted  in 
lodges  other  than  lodges  of  Master  Masons. 

The  reason  for  this  is  readily  seen  by  a  consideration  and  review 
of  the  circumstances. 

Originally  the  great  body  of  the  craft  were  Fellow  Craft.  The 
degree  of  Master  being  held  alone  by  those  who  had  been  chosen  to 
preside  over  lodges.  It  was  therefore,  not  only  proper,  but  impera- 
tive that  the  business  should  be  transacted  in  a  Fellow  Crafts'  lodge, 
otherwise  the  great  majority  of  the  craft  would  be  debarred  from  any 
participation  in  it. 

********** 

Should  not  the  same  reasons  which  required  or  permitted  business 
to  be  transacted  in  the  lodge  to  which  the  great  majority  of  the  craft 
belonged  in  former  years,  operate  with  equal  force  at  the  present 
time  and  require  that  all  business  should  be  done  in  Master  Mason's 
lodges  only?  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  they  should.  We  think  that 
all  business  should  be  transacted  by  the  members  of  the  craft;  and  as 
no  one  is  a  member  of  a  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  until  he  has  received 
the  three  degrees  and  in  addition  has  signed  the  by-laws,  it  follows 
inevitably  that  business  should  be  transacted  only  when  the  lodge  is 
open  on  the  master's  degree. 

To  quiet  all  doubts  the  following  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  no  business  excepting  the  conferring  the  degrees, 
or  the  trial  of  Masons  who  have  not  attained  the  Master's  degree, 
shall  be  transacted  in  this  jurisdiction  in  any  other  than  a  Master 
Mason's  lodge. 

The  following  is  published  for  information  as  to  the  pace  set  on 
the  Providence  Plantations: 

R.  W.  Albert  L.  Warner,  grand  lecturer,  assisted  by  W.  George 
M.  Clarke,  rehearse  in  full  the  examinations  which  the  candidates 
are  required  to  pass  before  advancement.  The  recitation  of  the  first 
degree  required  twenty-two  minutes,  the  second  degree  eleven  min- 
utees,  and  the  third  fifteen  minutes.  This  rehearsal  of  the  work  was 
for  the  benefit  of  those  engaged  in  the  instruction  of  candidates. 

The  committee  on  correspondence  was  given  further  time  to  re- 
port on  the  Mississippi  uniform  rules. 

Under  the  head  of  "dispensations"  in  the  annual  address  of  Grand 
Master  Rhodes,  we  find  the  following: 
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September  22,  1894.  'Granted  permission  to  St.  John's  Lodge  No.  1 
to  correspond  with  a  lodg'e  in  Washington,  D.  C,  and  to  Unity  Lodge 
No.  34  to  correspond  with  a  lodge  in  Schuylerville,  N.  Y. 

We  wonder  if  it  is  still  permitted  to  Masons  in  Rhode  Island  to 
talk  across  the  line  to  brethren  of  other  jurisdictions  without  a  dis- 
pensation from  the  grand  master?  If  it  is,  we  suggest  a  patrol  to 
keep  them  within  due  bounds. 

The  grand  lecturer  has  a  new  fad.    .He  says  in  his  report: 

It  has  been  observed  that  the  W.M.  has  more  of  the  work  to  per- 
form than  the  other  officers,  especially  in  the  lectures  of  the  first  and 
third  degrees,  which  he  has  been  accustomed  to  deliver,  thus  imposing 
the  greater  task  upon  him.  This  has  been  obviated  in  many  lodges 
by  adopting  a  system  dividing  the  lectures  and  assigning  to  other 
officers  their  special  parts  to  deliver.  This  system  is  being  used  more 
especially  regarding  the  first  degree. 

I  think  this  a  move  in  the  right  direction  which  may  be  applied  to 
all  three  degrees.  It  not  only  relieves  the  master  of  a  portion  of  his 
task  and  enables  him  to  give  his  attention  to  other  essential  matters, 
but  it  creates  in  the  officers  a  deeper  interest  in  the  ritual,  it  makes 
the  lectures  more  instructive  and  interesting  to  candidates  and  mem- 
bers, it  gives  to  the  members  a  knowledge  of  the  qualifications  of 
aspirants  for  office,  and  I  believe  that  by  use  of  this  system,  portions 
of  the  lectures  that  have  usually  been  omitted,  will  be  restored  by 
the  officers  having  the  parts  in  charge. 

Why  not  go  the  whole  figure  and  deliver  the  whole  in  the  form  in 
which  the  candidate  is  required  to  learn  it,  as  it  was  planned  by  Rob 
Morris  to  do  when  he  organized  the  conservator's  association.  This 
would  be  instructive  if  not  impressive  to  the  candidate. 

The  grand  chaplain,  W.  and  Rev.  Henry  W.  Rugg,  D.D.,  sub- 
mitted an  appreciative  and  eloquent  memorial  of  Past  Deputy  Grand 
Master  Samuel  G.  Stiness,  deceased  at  sixty-five. 

Bro.  Rugg,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  correspond- 
ence, submitted  a  thoroughly  considered  report  adverse  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  jurisdictional  rules,  closely  and  ably  argued 
along  the  same  general  lines  of  similar  reports  in  many  other  grand 
lodges.     It  met  the  approval  of  the  grand  lodge. 

The  committee  on  reprint  of  the  early  proceedings  reported  pro- 
gress and  would  complete  volume  II  during  the  year.  Two  hundred 
dollars  was  appropriated  for  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 

The  committee  on  the  publication  of  the  centennial  memorial 
volume  reported  its  completion  and  say: 

The  committee  regret  exceedingly  that  the  publication  of  the 
book  has  been  so  long  delayed,  but  the  delay  has  been  from  causes  be- 
yond their  control.  They  believe  it  to  be  the  most  complete  work  of 
its  kind  ever  produced,  and  that  it  will  compare  favorably  with  any 
similar  production  issued  by  any  grand  lodge  in  the  United  States. 
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Edward  P.  Lowden,  of  Pawtucket,  was  elected  grand  master; 
Edwin  Baker  (care  Henry  Baker  &  Son),  Providence,  re-elected 
grand  secretary. 


As  usual,  there  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 


SOUTH  AUSTRALIA,  1896. 

13th  Annual.  Adelaide.  April  15. 

Like  New  South  Wales,  the  Grand  Lodge  of  South  Australia  has 
adopted  the  plan  of  half-yearly  instead  of  quarterly  communications. 

The  representative  of  Illinois,  John  Trail  McLean,  was  present 
at  the  annual  communication,  absent  from  the  half-yearly. 

At  the  half-yearly,  the  grand  master,  the  Hon.  S.  J.  Way,  in  the 
chair, the  board  of  general  purposes  reported  arrangements  made  with 
the  several  colonial  grand  lodges  for  the  exchange  of  monthly  lists 
of  names  of  applicants  for  relief,  and  also  the  following  ruling: 

The  board  have  been  asked  for  a  ruling  in  reference  to  the  status 
of  honorar}"  members.  The  constitutions  are  ver}^  clear  on  the  point. 
Honorary  members  cannot  vote  on  any  questions,  unless  a  unanimous 
vote  by  ballot  is  taken  conferring  that  privilege;  it  is  also  quite  clear 
that  honorary  members  are  not  eligible  for  any  office. 

The  grand  master  presided  at  the  annual. 

The  board  of  general  purposes  reported  that  Grand  Master  Way 
had  issued  a  warrant  of  constitution  for  a  lodge  at  Palmerston,  North- 
ern Territorj",  and  that  he  had  ordered  the  lodges  into  mourning  for 
one  month  on  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  Dr.  E.  O. 
GiBLiN,  -grand  master  of  Tasmania. 

The  grand  inspector  of  lodges  reported  that  during  the  3^ear  he 
had  visited  all  the  lodges  but  seven,  and  with  one  exception  found 
them  all  working  in  conformity  with  the  ritual  authorized  at  the 
grand  communication  of  October  19, 1892.  The  master  of  the  excepted 
lodge  had  promised,  on  having  his  attention  called  to  this  authoriza- 
tion, ready  compliance  with  the  same. 

The  Hon.  S.  J.  Way,  D.C.L.,  LL.D.,  lieutenant  governor  and  chief 
justice  of  South  Australia,  was  re-elected  grand  master.  J.  H.  Cun- 
ningham, J. P.,  of  Adelaide,  remains  grand  secretary. 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA,  1895. 
119th  Annual.  Charleston.  December  10. 

Past  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  John  F.  Ficken,  the  repre- 
sentative of  Illinois,  as  mayor  of  Charleston  warmly  welcomed  the 
craft  and  threw  open  the  gates  of  the  city  to  the  grand  lodge.  To 
this  welcome  the  grand  master  (Claude  E.  Sawyer)  responded  in 
behalf  of  the  grand  lodge. 

The  local  craft  took  a  hand  in  entertaining  the  grand  lodge,  and 
gav'e  the  members  a  steamboat  excursion  around  the  historical  har- 
bor, on  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day  of  the  session.  The  wives, 
daughters,  and  sisters  of  the  Masons  graced  with  their  presence  an 
occasion  whose  echoes  in  the  proceedings  and  in  the  grand  secretary's 
notes  show  to  have  proved  a  most  delightful  one. 

The  address  with  which  Grand  Master  Sawyer  shook  up  the  dry 
bones  of  routine  and  laid  iconoclastic  hands  on  cherished  traditions, 
owed  its  blunt  directness  in  part,  as  appears  by  a  supplementary  ad- 
dress, to  its  being  only  a  rough  ashlar  taken  from  the  mental  quarry 
in  its  rude  and  natural  state.     He  says: 

The  address  just  submitted  was  printed  from  the  rough  notes, 
from  which  I  expected  to  write  my  address.  These  notes  were  made 
while  I  was  quite  ill  with  chills,  and  ^ome  liver  trouble,  that  caused 
me  to  suffer  indescribable  agonies  from  severe  headaches.  1  was  too 
ill  to  re-write  the  address,  and  the  time  grew  so  short  that  I  was  com- 
pelled to  send  them  to  the  printer  in  the  form  which  you  see. 

Following  are  some  of  the  broad,  strong  strokes  under  which  the 
picture  grew  which  is  presented  in  his  printed  address: 

Masonry  is  improving  in  South  Carolina.  It  is  not  growing  very 
rapidly  in  numbers,  but,  taken  as  a  whole,  the  character  and  tone  is 
tending  upward,  and  I  am  sure  this  much  will  gratify  you. 

I  am  unable  to  give  you  that  detailed  account  that  I  had  hoped, 
because  a  majority  of  my  district  deputies  have  made  no  report  to  me 
as  required;  but  brethren,  they,  like  the  rest  of  us,  have  their  busi- 
ness engagements,  and  it  is  impossible  to  have  thorough  work  done 
under  the  system.  It  has  proven  itself  to  be  an  utter  failure  in  this 
state. 

The  system  was  discussed  for  forty  years  before  it  was  adopted, 
and  very  soon  after  its  adoption  Masonry  began  to  decline  in  tone,  in 
the  quality  of  work,  and  members.  Masonry  may  be  said  to  have 
reached  the  high-water  mark  in  1875,  when  there  were  7,435  afhliated 
Masons  in  the  state. 

That  was  the  period  when  the  system  of  district  deputies  was 
adopted,  and  Masonry  began  to  decline,  not  only  in  numbers  but  in 
condition,  till  in  1891  it  reached  the  low-water  mark  and  numbered 
4,944.  It  then  fluctuated  to  6,099,  and  again  declined  to  5,797,  as  shown 
by  the  report  for  1894.  •' 
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Brethren,  I  ask  you  to  examine  the  reports  durinsj  all  these  j^ears, 
and  you  will  find  that  we  were  busy  all  that  time  manufacturing-  Ma- 
sons. Where  are  they?  I  believe  the  number  of  unaffiliated  in  South 
Carolina  is  as  great  as  the  affiliates.  There  must  be  some  reason  for 
this,  and  I  believe  I  can  point  out  to  you  some  of  the  many  reasons. 

Dr.  Mackey  saj's — Ahiman  Rezon,  page  153: 

"Too  little  attention  is,  in  general,  paid  to  the  qualification  of 
masters  of  lodges.  It  is  not  alone  sufficient  that  they  are  honest,  good 
men;  but  the}'  must  be  well  acquainted  with  Masonry  as  a  science, 
with  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  craft,  and  able  to  teach  them. 
They  must  be  men  of  cducdtion  andgenered  information,  and  such  as  are  es- 
teemed in  the  community.  Ambitious  seekers  of  honors  and  intriguers  for 
office  must  be  discouraged.  Everything  like  party  must  be  discounte- 
nanced."    (Italics  mine.) 

It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  our  ancient  and  honorable  institution, 
founded  upon  friendship,  morality,  and  brotherly  love,  whose  purpose 
is  to  encourage  the  search  for  truth  through  the  medium  of  the  first 
and  deepest  of  all  sciences,  that  it  should  have,  for  its  principal  offi- 
cers, men  who  have  pushed  themselves  forward  till  they  haye  reached 
the  highest  places  in  their  lodges,  and  yet  do  not  understand  the  sim- 
plest rudiments  of  the  science  which  they  undertake  to  teach. 

What  can  be  more  discouraging  to  a  man  of  education  and  refined 
feeling  and  cultivated  tastes,  than  to  have  our  beautiful  and  impress- 
ive ceremonies  bungled  through  in  the  most  slipshod  manner,  with- 
out any  semblance  of  the  true  symbolism.  Is  it  any  wonder  that  such 
men  drop  out  and  join  that  ever-increasing  army  of  non-affiliates'? 

Many  of  our  laws  are  plain,  but  none  but  those  who  have  been 
through  the  grand  east,  and  the  g^rand  secretary,  can  form  any  idea 
of  the  ignorance  of  Masonic  law  that  prevails  in  South  Carolina. 

Brethren,  do  not  ask  me  what  is  to  be  done,  if  a  lodge  should 
reach  that  condition  where  no  member  has  sufficient  learning  to  fill 
the  important  offices  of  master  and  secretary.  The  answer  is  too 
plain.  Let  them  take  dimits,  surrender  the  charter,  and  affiliate  with 
lodges  that  have  men  of  sufficient  intelligence  to  properly  perform  the 
duties  of  these  two  important  offices. 

Most  of  our  brethren  have  learned  that  more  importance  is  placed 
on  fingers  and  toes  than  heart  and  brains;  the}'  are  learning  that  a 
whole-hearted  man, with  the  first  joint  of  his  little  toe  of  the  left  foot 
wanting,  cannot  be  m^^de  a  Mason,  while  a  half-hearted  man  with  five 
toes  can  be  welcomed  into  our  ranks,  even  though  he  have  an  unpol- 
ished brain  also. 

Elsewhere  in  his  address  he  further  pursues  the  subject  of  physi- 
cal qualifications: 

I  have  had  numerous  applications  for  dispensations  and  to  con- 
strue article  III  as  to  physical  qualifications.  It  is  my  duty  to  enforce 
the  law  as  I  find  it,  and  our  grand  lodge  has  gone  so  far  on  this  ques- 
tion of  physical  qualification  that  I  think  it  is  time  we  should  amend 
our  constitution.  I  have  had  to  rule  out  men  with  one  eye,  the  loss 
of  the  first  joint  of  the  little  finger  of  the  left  hand,  a  little  toe  of 
the  left  foot,  the  first  joint  of  two  or  three  toes  of  the  left  foot.    Breth- 
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ren,  "we  learn  to  subdue  the  passions,  act  upon  the  square,  keep  a 
tonofue  of  g'ood  report,  maintain  secrecy,  and  practice  charity."  Can 
we  not  do  all  these  things  with  one  eye?  What  has  finijers  and  toes 
of  the  left  hand  and  feet  to  do  with  "subduing'  our  passions,  acting' 
upon  the  square,  keeping  a  tongue  of  good  report,  and  practicing 
charity." 

Article  III  says,  the  candidate  "must  be  upright  in  body,  not  de- 
formed or  dismembered  at  the  time  of  making,  but  of  hale  and  entire 
limbs,  organs,  and  members,  as  a  man  ought  to  be."  Up  to  the  time 
I  assumed  the  obligation  of  grand  master,  I  felt  a  kind  of  pride  in  our 
rigid  rule,  but  after  the  experience  of  one  year,  and  having  received 
the  many  inquiries  as  to  the  chances  of  men  who  were  slightly  maimed, 
who,  in  every  case,  were  men  of  good  moral  standing,  above  the  aver- 
age in  intelligence,  and  endowed  with  a  competency,  I  have  changed 
my  mind.  We  are  wrong.  We  have  carried  the  construction  of  this 
landmark  too  far. 

What  are  "members"  and  "organs'?"  If  we  carry  this  to  its  log- 
ical conclusion,  men  with  cross-eyes,  near-sighted  men,  bow-legged 
men,  men  with  decayed  teeth,  with  dyspepsia— whj^,  brethren,  even 
corns  on  their  toes— would  all  be  disqualified.  The  simple  test  is, 
"ought  a  man  to  be  so?"     If  not,  then  we  must  reject  him. 

Ought  he  to  have  corns?  Ought  he  to  have  cross  eyes?  Ought 
he  to  be  near-sighted?  Ought  his  shoulders  to  stoop?  Is  one  leg  longer 
than  the  other?  These  are  members  and  organs.  The  eye  is  the  or- 
gan of  sight  and  should  not  be  crossed.  No  man  should  have  miopia. 
The  stomach  is  an  organ.     Who  has  a  perfect  one? 

He  again  refers  to  the  district  deputy  system: 

Unless  the  system  is  abolished,  this  amendment  ought  to  be 
adopted.  I  have  long  favored  the  idea  of  requiring  the  D.G.M.,  S. 
and  J.G.W.'s  to  act  as  district  deputies.  This  would  give  them  some- 
thing to  do  and  keep  them  in  touch  w^ith  the  brethren,  but  the  last 
grand  lodge  saw  otherwise,  and  now  there  is  pending  an  amendment 
to  increase  the  number.  The  seventh  district  includes  Hampton, Beau- 
fort, Colleton,  Berkeley,  Charleston,  and  Georgetown,  with  twenty- 
eight  lodges.  Think  of  it,  from  the  Savannah  river  to  the  Horr 
county  line.  Who  can  attend  to  all  those  lodges?  We  have  been 
unable  ever  to  find  a  man  that  could  do  so,  and  I  trust  you  will  see  to 
it  that  a  change  is  made. 

He  submitted  twenty-two  decisions.     We  quote  in  part: 

1.  A  man,  never  having  applied  to  any  lodge  in  South  Carolina, 
moved  into  North  Carolina  with  the  avowed  intention  of  becoming  a 
citizen  of  that  state.  Before  having  resided  there  twelve  months, 
Highbrighton  Lodge  No.  262,  Lenoir,  N.C.,  applied  to  me  for  a  dis- 
pensation to  entertain  his  petition.  I  refused  the  dispensation.  How 
could  the  grand  master  of  South  Carolina  do  in  North  Carolina  what 
he  could  not  do  in  South  Carolina?  I  could  not  grant  a  dispensation 
to  a  lodge  in  South  Carolina  to  accept  a-  petition  from  one  residing 
in  the  jurisdiction  of  another  lodge.  The  lodge  whose  material  the 
man  is  can  alone  waive  its  right  to  that  material. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  G.M.  of  North  Carolina  was  the  proper 
one  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  dispense  with  a  law  of  North  Carolina. 
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5.  A  brother  has  the  right  to  object  to  the  installation  of  a  senior 
warden  for  violation  of  Masonic  law.  If  the  installing  officer  persists 
in  installing  him.  charges  can  be  preferred  at  any  future  time  when 
the  senior  warden  is  not  actually  presiding  as  W.M. 

13.  Is  an  E.A.  or  F.C.  who  has  been  blackballed  required  to  apply 
by  written  petition,  have  the  petition  referred  to  a  committee,  and 
lie  over  for  one  month, as  in  the  case  of  a  profane?    I  answered, "No. " 

15.  A  man  afflicted  with  hj^drocele  which  a  physician,  who  is  also 
a  Masoti,  says  does  not  "impair  his  members,''  and  who  may  live  to  be 
80  years  old,  is  not  disqualified. 

16.  It  is  not  our  practice  to  waive  jurisdiction  over  E.A.'s  and 
F.C.'s  who  have  moved  into  other  states,  but  the  lodge  in  this  state 
should  continue  to  ballot  for  him,  and,  if  elected,  request  the  lodge 
in  whose  jurisdiction  he  has  moved  to  confer  the  degrees  as  an  act  of 
fraternal  courtesy. 

21.  Profanes  cannot  act  as  actual  pall  bearers  at  a  Masonic  fu- 
neral. They  may  act  as  honomri/  and  take  their  places  "with  the 
other  mourners"  in  the  procession,  but  the  actual  bearing  of  the  casket 
must  be  done  bj-  Master  Masons. 

22.  Gambling  is  a  Masonic  offence,  and  no  man  addicted  to  that 
reprehensible  practice  should  be  made  a  Mason,  far  less  elected  to 
any  office  in  the  lodge. 

Referring  to  No.  1,  the  statement  that  "the  lodge  whose  material 
the  man  is  can  alone  waive  its  right  to  that  material,"  is  in  accord 
with  Illinois  precedents  and  reflects  our  personal  view  of  the  law.  In 
the  case  referred  to,  however,  it  is  manifest  that  no  lodge  in  South 
Carolina  owned  the  material,  because  no  lodge  ever  had  any  but  ter- 
ritorial jurisdiction  over  the  man,  and  when  he  left  the  territory 
permanently,  that  ceased  instanter.  No.  5  was  properl}-  approved  after 
the  jurisprudence  committee  had  construed  it  to  mean  that  charges 
may  be  preferred  against  a  senior  warden  at  any  time,  except  when  he 
is  presiding  as  master  i^^'O  tern.  No.  13  reflects  the  law  as  it  prevailed 
in  Illinois  until  our  grand  lodge  returned  to  the  immemorial  practice 
of  a  single  ballot.  No.  15  passed  muster  with  the  committee  "upon 
the  facts  stated"'  and  was  approved,  as  were  other  decisions  quoted, 
correctly,  as  we  think. 

The  grand  master  recommended  the  appointment  of  one  perma- 
nent member  of  three  committees,  jurisprudence,  by-laws,  and  appeals 
and  grievances,  who  could  study  the  matters  on  which  those  commit- 
tees must  report,  at  their  leisure,  the  other  members  to  be  appointed 
when  the  grand  lodge  meets.  The  committee  on  address  favored  the 
plan  and  their  report  was  approved. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence,  however  framed  legislation 
which  would  have  given  the  grand  lodge  substantially  the  Mississippi 
plan,  but  it  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  situation  remains  unaltered. 
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In  a  second  supplemental  address  the  grand  master  threw  into  the 
cauldron  the  esoteric  work,  always  potent  for  a  charm  of  powerful 
trouble.  Neither  the  address  nor  the  majority  and  minority  reports 
thereon  were  suffered  to  be  printed. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  agreed  with  the  committee  on 
address,  and  the  grand  lodge  with  both,  that  to  adopt  the  grand  mas- 
ter's views  as  to  physical  qualifications — that  is,  that  the  candidate 
must  be  physically  able  to  conform  to  what  the  ritual  of  the  degrees 
requires  of  him — would  be  to  alter  the  landmark,  when  nothing  is 
clearer  to  our  mind  than  that  the  fourth  of  the  charges  of  a  Freema- 
son fully  warrants  the  interpretation  reflected  in  the  grand  master's 
remarks.  , 

The  committee  on  foreign  correspondence  voiced  the  sentiments 
of  the  grand  lodge  in  the  following: 

We  note  with  pleasure  the  very  general  consensus  of  adverse  opin- 
ion, and  also  of  action,  of  most,  if  not  all,  the  grand  lodges  that  have 
taken  up  the  proposition  submitted  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin 
to  impose  lodge  liability  to  re-imburse  Masonic  relief  bestowed  on 
its  members,  which  corresponds  with  action  already  taken  by  this 
grand  body. 

The  grand  lodge  permitted  itself  to  be  rejjresented  by  the  same 
committee  as  regarding  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction  as 
fundamental,  "imbedded  in  one  of  the  ancient  landmarks;"  restored 
two  charters;  granted  two  dispensations  for  new  lodges,  and  continued 
one;  sent  the  matter  of  the  proposed  Washington  memorial  observ- 
ance to  a  committee  to  report  next  year;  negatived  a  proposition  to 
abolish  the  district  deptuy  system  and  elect  a  grand  lecturer  in  lien 
thereof;  presented  the  junior  past  grand  master  (Stiles  P.  Dendy) 
with  an  elegant  watch,  and  voted  to  meet  again  next  year  at  Charles- 
ton. 

Claude  E.  Sawyer,  of  Aiken,  grand  master;  Charles  Inglesby, 
Charleston,  grand  secretary,  were  re-elected. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (110  pp)  is  from  the  facile  hand  of 
Grand  Secretary  Inglesby  and  is  almost  wholly  in  his  own  language. 
Illinois  for  1894  receives  attention.  Referring  to  the  thanks  ex- 
tended by  the  grand  lodge  for  the  bouquet  presented  by  the  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  Eastern  Star,  he  says: 

It  is  all  proper  to  receive  gracefully  any  courtesies  from  any 
society,  but  it  seems  to  us  that  there  is  danger  of  this  Eastern  Star 
business  being  too  much  mixed  with  Masonry. 

He  disagrees  with  the  conclusion  of  our  grand  lodge  that  the 
alleged  Mason  from  Sweden  whose  case  was  before  the  committee  on 
jurisprudence,  needed  to  be  made  over  from  the  ground  up  before  he 
would  be  that,  and  says: 
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If  Mr.  Windrow  has  been  made  a  Mason  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  of  Masonry  prevailing'  in  Sweden,  and  can  prove  himsrJf,  then  he  is 
a  Mason  the  world  over  and  entitled  to  fraternal  riffht.s  and  courtesies 
everywhere.  We  know  nothing  of  and  therefore  do  not  have  to  pass 
upon  the  Swedish  Masonic  <royerning;  bod}',  but  we  do  know  when  a 
brotlier  has  proved  himself  that  he  is  a  brother,  and  can  so  recog^nize 
him.  Of  course  we  know  nothinij  of  the  "eighth  degree,"  but  if  he 
proves  himself  a  M.M.,  that  is  all  that  is  necessary. 

This  would  indicate  that  he  thinks  there  is  a  law  of  Masonry  in 
Sweden  different  from  the  law  found  in  the  charges  of  a  Freemason. 
Since  the  fundamental  law  of  Masonry  holds  itself  to  be  unchangeable, 
we  are  jjuzzled  to  know  how,  from  its  standpoint,  something  different 
from  itself,  no  matter  where  prevailing,  can  hatch  out  lawful  Masons. 
Is  not  the  question,  "What  do  we,  as  Ancient  Craft  Masons,  know  of 
them?"  as  pertinent  in  the  case  of  the  alleged  Swedish  Masons  as  it  is 
in  the  following  instance,  where  (under  Texas)  he  applies  it  so  for- 
cibly: 

As  an  addendum  he  says,  as  is  the  case,  that  more  than  once  in  his 
report  he  has  promised  to  treat  in  an  addendum  the  matter  of  Mexican 
Masonr3\  and  especially  the  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas 
of  the  "Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico."  He  tells  us,  however,  that  circum- 
stances beyond  his  control  have  prevented,  and  he  has  turned  the  mat- 
ter over  to  Past  Grand  Master  George  W.  Tyler.  Then  follows  a 
three-page  article  from  M.W.  Bro.  Tyler,  in  which  he  really  proves 
nothing  beyond  the  statement  that  Toltec  Lodge,  originally  chartered 
by  Missouri,  has  yielded  its  adhesion  and  taken  a  charter  from  the 
gran  dieta.  Poor  Toltec  Lodge  had  nothing  else  to  do,  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  Missouri  (Toltec's  mother  grand  lodge),  at  the  instiga- 
tion of  Texas,  had  recalled  the  charter  she  had  granted.  Toltec 
Lodge,  before  its  Missouri  charter  was  vacated,  issued  a  circular  let- 
ter making  the  gravest  charges,  e.  (/.,  that  the  Mexican  Masons  de- 
nied the'necessity  of  a  belief  in  Diety:  that  they  admitted  women,  etc. 
They  are  A.  and  A.  S.  Masons.  What  do  we  as  Ancient  Craft,  ?'.  e., 
York  Rite  Masons,  know  of  them? 

It  is  very  pleasant  to  find  a  report  from  Bro.  Inglesby  again  this 
year,  giving  assurance  of  permanency  after  the  famine. 
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SOUTH  DAKOTA,  1896. 

22d  Annual.  Huron.  June  9. 

This  volume  has  the  same  points  of  elegance  we  noted  in  the  South 
Dakota  output  of  last  year,  and  retlects  great  credit  upon  the  Sioux 
Falls  printing  house,  whose  imprint  it  bears,  and  upon  Grand  Secre- 
tary Pettigrew.  The  portraits  are  those  of  the  retiring  grand 
master  (Frederick  H.  Files)  and  Henry  H.  Blair,  who  was  grand 
master  in  1876. 

At  the  outset  the  grand  lodge  appropriately  remembered  its  duty 
of  respect  to  the  civil  magistrates  by  formally  receiving  the  governor 
of  the  state,  Bro.  Charles  H.  Sheldon,  who  was  present,  and  giving 
him  a  seat  upon  the  dais. 

Grand  Master  Files  reports  a  busy  year.  He  announced  the  sud- 
den and  untimely  death,  by  accident,  of  Joseph  W.  Orcutt,  senior 
grand  steward,  in  his  forty-fifth  year. 

Among  the  large  number  of  special  dispensations  issued  we  ob- 
serve but  one  that  did  not  come  within  the  reasonable  discretion 
lodged  with  the  grand  master— a  dispensation  to  elect  a  master  to  fill 
a  vacancy,  whose  duties  and  responsibilities  had  already  devolved 
upon  the  senior  warden. 

The  jurisprudence  committee  do  not  refer  to  this  case  where  the 
issue  of  the  dispensation  contravenes  a  law  of  Masonry,  but  they  do 
disapprove  of  one  which  cuts  into  the  grand  lodge  by-laws.    They  say: 

We  cannot  approve  the  dispensation  granted  to  Acacia  Lodge  to 
receive  the  petition  of  an  applicant  who  had  not  resided  in  the  juris- 
diction of  the  lodge  the  requisite  period  of  time.  We  quote  from  the 
grand  lodge  by-laws:  ''Nor  shall  a  petition  for  the  mysteries  of  Ma- 
sonry be  received  from  any  person  who  has  not  resided  "one  year  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge  to  which  the  petition  is  presented."  The 
language  is  almost  imperative,  and  the  claim  or  requirement  should 
on  no  account  be  set  aside. 

The  grand  master  submitted  seventeen  decisions,  among  them, 
that  a  lodge  erred  in  voting  on  an  application  for  a  dimit  from  which 
it  appears  that  their  law  of  dimission  is  the  same  as  in  Illinois,  where 
a  dimit  properly  applied  for  must  issue— at  the  next  communication — 
if  the  applicant  is  clear  of  the  books  and  no  charges  are  pending 
against  him;  that  (as  in  this  jurisdiction)  the  so-called  past  master's 
degree  is  no  longer  a  prerequisite  to  the  installation  of  a  master;  that 
a  brother  under  suspension  from  the  rights  and  benefits  of  Masonry 
for  non-payment  of  dues  may  be  summoned  to  answer  a  new  charge  of 
unmasonic  conduct,  which  is  good  law  anywhere. 
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We  give  his  answer  to  the  question,  "What  procedure  is  necessary 
to  restore  a  member  who  has  been  expelled?"  as  it  reflects  a  law  dif- 
ferin<f  from  our  own,  where  the  grand  lodge  reserves  the  right  to  re- 
store but  cannot  act  until  the  lodge  recommends  restoration: 

An  expelled  member  having  been  debarred  from  all  Masonic 
rights,  can  only  be  restored  by  a  new  petition  presented  at  a  regular 
communication,  referred  to  a  committee  and  balloted  upon  one  month 
after.  If  the  ballot  is  clear,  the  brother,  upon  being  re-obligated,  is 
thereby  restored  to  membership.  Such  restoration  should  be  reported 
to  the  grand  secretary.  While  no  sentence  of  expulsion  is  operative 
until  approved  by  our  grand  lodge,  it  does  not  reserve  the  right  to 
restore. 

In  a  case  where  a  candidate  was  initiated  in  the  face  of  an  objec- 
tion by  a  member,  he  decided  that  a  new  petition,  committee  of  in- 
quiry, and  a  clear  ballot  was  necessary  to  advancement.  We  again 
quote' 

Question. — Is  it  necessary  for  officers  re-elected,  to  be  re-installed? 

Answer. — The  grand  lodge  has  approved  a  former  affirmative  de- 
cision to  this  question.  I,  therefore,  answer  yes.  Inasmuch  as  part 
of  the  officers  are  elected  for  the  first  time  and  must,  therefore,  be 
installed,  it  is  desirable  for  all  to  be  installed.  In  my  opinion,  how- 
ever, had  not  the  grand  lodge  made  a  former  ruling,  a  failure  to  be 
installed  would  not  disqualify  an  officer.  An  officer  is  installed  and 
qualified  to  act  until  his  successor  has  been  regularly  elected  and  in- 
stalled. His  acts,  therefore,  are  valid  until  some  other  regularly  in- 
stalled officer  succeeds  him. 

Doubtless  he  is  correct  in  saying  that  an  officer  would  not  be  dis- 
qualified under  the  conditions  stated,  but  it  would  remain  true  that 
he  had  not  qualified  under  the  new  election,  but  still  held  under  the 
old,  thus  rendering  the  law  requiring  an  annual  election  a  superfluity 
in  his  case,  if  not  a  nullity. 

Again  touching  restoration: 

Question. — Must  an  expelled  member  pay  the  regular  fees  re- 
quired by  our  by-laws  before  he  can  be  restored?  Shall  he  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  trial?  Shall  he  pay  the  dues  accruing  up  to  the  time 
of  expulsion? 

Answer. — An  expelled  member  need  not  pay  the  regular  fees,  nor 
the  expenses  of  the  trial,  but  should  pay  the  dues  unless  the  same  are 
remitted  by  the  lodge. 

The  last  decision  reported  is  as  follows: 

Question.— An  entered  apprentice,  after  having  passed  a  satis- 
factory examination,  is  objected  to  by  a  member  just  as  we  were 
ready  to  prepare  him  for  the  F.  C.  degree.  The  objecting  brother 
called  for  a  ballot,  the  ballot  was  dark.  There  were  no  charges  pre- 
ferred in  a  way  that  would  necessitate  a  trial.  The  Entered  Appren- 
tice being  in  the  ante-room  at  the  time  the  objections  were  made, 
knows  who  made  them  and  the  nature  of  them,  and  asks  for  an  oppor- 
tunity to  come  before  the  lodge  and  state  his  side  of  the  case,  which 
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is  a  personal  trouble  between  the  Entered  Apprentice  and  the  object- 
ing brother.  Would  you  advise  me  to  allow  him  the  privilege  of  com- 
ing before  the  lodge  and  stating  his  side  of  the  matter? 

Answer. — You  cannot  allow  an  Entered  Apprentice  to  come  before 
the  lodge  and  state  his  case.  He  has  no  case  until  charges  are  pre- 
ferred against  him  and  he  is  summoned  to  appear.  Furthermore,  a 
statement  of  his  case  before  the  lodge  would  avail  him  nothing  be- 
cause no  action  can  be  taken  to  prevent  the  objecting  brother  from 
calling  for  a  ballot  just  as  many  times  as  the  Entered  Apprentice  ap- 
plies for  advancement. 

The  bare  statement  of  the  case  and  the  law  in  this  instance  is 
enough  to  show  the  injustice  of  permitting,  either  by  the  innovation 
of  a  ballot  for  each  degree  or  by  summary  objection,  a  brother  Mason 
to  be  indefinitely  deprived  of  his  rights,  or  what  is  equivalent  to  that, 
to  be  deprived  of  the  advancement  which  alone  makes  them  valuable, 
without  an  opportunity  for  defence. 

Of  the  Italian  circular  the  grand  master  says: 

I  received  a  communication  from  the  grand  lodge  of  Italy  naming 
the  20th  of  September  last  as  the  day  for  celebrating  the  twentieth 
anniversary  of  the  deliverance  of  their  capitol.  This  communication 
being  of  a  political  nature,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  I  was  in  doubt  what 
reply  I  should  properly  make.  I  therefore  passed  the  matter  by  with- 
out official  notice. 

A  sagacious  conclusion.  Masonry  is  no  place  to  play  trumps  when 
you  are  in  doubt.  Mistakes  of  omission  may  be  remedied;  blunders  of 
commission  are  difficult  if  not  impossible  of  recall. 

In  submitting  the  Wisconsin  relief  regulation  the  grand  master 
exhibits  the  rare  quality  of  being  able  to  confess  his  own  mistakes. 
He  quotes  a  resolution  prepared  by  him  and  adopted  by  the  grand 
lodge  while  he  was  serving  on  the  committee  on  grievances,  which  is 
nearly  the  equivalent  of  the  regulation  proposed  by  Wisconsin,  but 
which  further  thought  and  study  have  convinced  him  was  ill-advised 
in  its  conception  and  adoption.  The  committee  on  resolutions  believe 
that  in  this  matter  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  is  diverging  from 
the  ancient  and  established  usages  of  the  fraternity  and  advise  non- 
concurrence  in  the  regulation,  and  their  report  was  adopted. 

In  the  thoughtful  conclusion  of  his  address,  the  grand  master 
gives  additional  evidence  that  the  four  short  years  intervening  be- 
tween his  first  entrance  to  the  grand  lodge  and  his  retirement  from  a 
year's  service  in  the  grand  east,  has  been  a  period  of  reflection  and 
growth. 

The  committee  on  necrology  pay  a  fine  tribute  to  the  late  JOSEPH 
W.  Orcutt,  grand  steward,  and  report  the  death  of  Bro.  Arthur  C. 
MiLLETTE,  the  last  governor  of  Dakota  territory  and  the  first  governor 
of  the  state  of  South  Dakota,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four. 

—19 
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The  grand  lodge  chartered  two  new  lodges:  exchanged  greetings 
by  wire  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  York  then  in  session;  recog- 
nized the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand;  sent  to  the  committee  on  by- 
laws a  proposed  amendment  forbidding  the  use  of  tobacco  in  any 
form  in  all  lodge  rooms  during  lodge  hours;  refused  to  take  clergymen 
oft"  the  free  list,  and  voted  to  meet  next  year  at  Mitchell. 

James  Lewis,  of  Canton,  was  elected  grand  master:  George  A. 
Pettigrew,  Flandreau,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (120  pp.)  is  as  usual  from  the  strong 
hand  and  level  head  of  Past  Grand  Master  William  Blatt,  who  so 
often  serves  as  a  balance  wheel  in  South  Dakota  Masonry. 

Referring  to  Illinois  for  1895,  he  thinks  Grand  Master  Goddard 
looks  youthful  enough  to  be  a  graduate  just  from  high  school,  but  we 
judge  from  his  comments  on  his  address  that  he  thinks  Bro.  Goddard 
is  of  age.  He  quotes  the  language  of  our  jurisprudence  committee 
on  the  Wisconsin  proposition,  with  the  remark  that  it  is  "terse,  true, 
every  syllable  of  it  to  the  point." 

Of  Mexican  Masonry  he  says: 

That  Mexican  Masonry  is  good,  for  and  in  Mexico,  we  firmly  be- 
lieve. We  also  believe  that  the  traditions,  tenets,  and  fundamental 
principles  of  Freemasonry,  as  we  have  received  and  accepted  them, 
are  at  a  variance  with  those  acknowledged  and  practiced  there,  and 
that  they  will  not  mix.  Masonry  universal  means  ^jer  se  universality 
of  belief,  of  doctrine,  and  of  practice  in  those  things  essentially  fun- 
damental. We  shall,  and  of  necessity  must,  lose  these,  or  some  of 
them,  by  amalgamation.     Will  we,  shall  we,  can  we  give  them  upV 

Touching  questions  growing  out  of  dilTerent  views  of  personal 
jurisdiction  he  makes  the  sagacious  observation  that  these  differences 
in  regulations  need  not  work  any  disagreements  between  grand  lodges 
themselves,  if  the  autonomy  of  each  is  not  lost  sight  of. 
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TENNESSEE,  1896. 

82nd  Annual.  Nashville.  January  29. 

Tennessee  has  fallen  into  line  with  a  picture  gallery  and  publishes 
portraits  of  two  of  her  g-ood  looking  men— the  retiring  and  incoming 
grand  masters. 

The  abandonment  of  the  grand  representative  system  by  Tennes- 
see does  not  prevent  our  tendering  to  our  last  ambassador  at  the  court 
of  St.  Andrew,  Past  Grand  Master  Americus  V.  Warr,  the  assurance 
of  continued  distinguished  consideration. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (George  H.  Morgrn)  is  excel- 
lent in  style,  matter,  and  spirit.  He  calls  a  long  death  roll  and 
answers  for  the  absent  ones — Charles  L.  Fuller,  grand  tiler;  Wil- 
liam H.  Morrow,  past  grand  treasurer,  whom  the  grand  master  had 
just  appointed  chairman  of  the  committee  on  corresijondence;  Rich- 
ard M.  Mason  and  A.  B.  Jjiiwell,  past  senior  grand  wardens— the 
latter  by  virtue  of  service  in  the  grand  west  over  forty  years  ago; 
George  Harsh,  past  grand  sword  bearer,  and  Henry  R.  Howard, 
past  senior  grand  deacon. 

The  twenty  decisions  reported  by  the  grand  master  are  mostly 
very  concise  as  well  as  correct  statements  of  the  law,  local  and 
general. 

Among  them  are  these  of  more  general  application: 

I.  It  is  not  improper  for  a  Masonic  lodge  to  participate  in  the 
funeral  procession  of  a  brother  entitled  to  Masonic  burial,  with 
Knights  of  Pythias  or  other  civic  societies  or  military  body  to  which 
he  may  have  belonged,  the  Masonic  ceremonies  to  be  separate  from 
that  of  other  bodies,  and  such  as  prescribed  in  the  text-book.  I  take 
this  view  from  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  proper  construction  of  all  of 
the  law  on  the  subject. 

6.  A  brother  was  guilty  of  embezzlement  in  three  cases.  After 
the  crime  was  publicly  known,  before  he  could  be  disciplined,  he  com- 
mitted suicide.  The  lodge  correctl)^  refused  to  accord  him  a  Masonic 
burial,  not  because  of  his  suicide,  but  because  of  his  crime. 

7.  A  member  of  a  lodge  has  a  right  to  speak  to  an  ''outsider"  about 
the  suspension  or  expulsion  of  a  Mason,  when  the  good  of  the  fra- 
ternity requires  it.  Due  caution  should  be  exercised  in  such  matters. 
(See  Proceedings  Grand  Lodge,  189.5,  grand  master's  ruling  No.  32.) 

8.  A  lodge  may  discipline  a  member  for  making  or  selling  whisky 
or  brandy,  or  for  any  infraction  of  the  moral  law. 

II.  It  is  in  the  discretion  of  the  worshipful  master  and  brethren 
whether  or  not  visitors  shall  be  permitted  to  remain  in  the  lodge  when 
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charges  are  to  be  read  against  a  brother.     Visiting  is  a  matter  of 
grace  and  not  of  right,  at  any  time. 

15.  The  action  of  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  or  church, 
upon  charges  against  a  brother,  should  not  influence  the  action  of  a 
Masonic  lodge.  If  found  guilty  by  the  lodge,  the  brother  should  be  pun- 
ished; if  innocent,  vindicated,  without  regard  to  what  other  bodies  to 
which  he  may  belong  say  or  do  with  him. 

16.  The  rules  of  evidence  recognized  in  civil  courts  are  safe  and 
proper  guides  in  Masonic  trials. 

17.  Where  a  Master  Mason  dies  in  good  standing,  and  years  after- 
wards it  becomes  known  that  his  wife  and  daughters  are  not  living 
virtuous  lives,  they  are  not  subjects  of  Masonic  relief. 

18.  If  a  Mason  pleads  the  statute  of  limitations  to  a  bona  fide  debt, 
or  in  the  language  of  the  brother  asking  the  question,  "pleads  an  hon- 
est debt  out  of  date,"  and  thus  avoids  payment,  he  is  a  proper  subject 
for  Masonic  discipline.  JIasons  cannot  afford  to  he  dishonest,  even  if  the 
laws  of  our  country  do  in  some  instances  permit  it. 

19.  A  Mason  who  is  charged  with  an  assault  on  a  Masted  Mason, 
and  confesses  that  he  committed  the  assault,  but  pleads  that  he  did 
not  l-noic  that  the  person  assaulted  was  a  Mason,  ts  guilt\^  of  a  Masonic 
offence,  unless  the  assault  was  justifiable  under  the  civil  law.  The 
want  of  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  the  assailed  was  a  Mason  might 
be  considered  in  mitigation  of  punishment.  A  high  duty  of  Masons  is 
to  obey  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  they  live.  We  have  no  right 
to  take  vengeance  into  our  own  hands.  When  we  do  so  we  are  disre- 
garding one  of  the  first  lessons  we  are  taught  after  crossing  the  Ma- 
sonic threshold — ''to  learn  to  subdue  our  passions." 

20.  Slander,  "perpetrated  in  the  heat  of  political  debate,"  is  a 
Masonic  offence.  To  traduce  the  good  name  of  a  brother  under  any 
circumstances  whatever,  is  a  grave  Masonic  offence,  and  should  re- 
ceive prompt  punishment.  ^ 

We  refer  to  No.  6  to  express  our  gratification  that  tte  lodge  did 
not  decline  to  bury  the  brother  on  account  of  suicide,  and  to  ask 
whether  the  church  refused  to  bury  him  for  either  reason.  No.  17 
touches  a  point  not  often  ruled  upon,  but  we  think  the  grand  master 
was  right  in  assuming  that  worthiness  might  be  made  a  condition 
with  a  brother's  family  as  well  as  with  himself.  Still,  we  should  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  either  in  his  case  or  theirs  there  might  not  be  cir- 
cumstances that  would  make  those  confessedly'  unworthy  proper 
objects  of  Masonic  charity.  No.  18  was  the  only  decision  which  failed 
of  approval,  and  of  that  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  most  wisely 
say: 

Though  it  is  not  so  stated,  we  assume  that  the  case  submitted  was 
one  in  which  one  brother  had  sued  another  at  law,  and  been  defeated 
at  law  by  the  plea  of  the  defendant  that  the  collection  of  the  debt  by 
law  was  prevented  by  a  statute  law  of  the  state,  and  thereupon  the 
plaintiff  at  law  made  charges  against  the  defendant  in  the  lodge. 

We  concur  in  sentiment  with  the  grand  master  that  "Masons  can 
not  afford  to  be  dishonest."     But  it  cannot   be  affirmed  that  every 
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Mason  who  pleads  the  bar  of  a  statute  of  limitation  is  dishonest. 
Courts  of  law  have  said  that  such  pleas  are  meritorious,  and  even 
courts  of  equity  sustain  them.  They  are  called  statutes  of  repose, 
and  in  the  policy  of  our  law  are  declared  to  be  best  for  the  peace  and 
welfare  of  society,  even  though  they  often  shelter  dishonesty  and 
rascality,  as  do  the  statutes  of  usury  and  even  of  registration.  But 
the  welfare  of  our  fraternity  has  hitherto  restrained  this  grand  lodge 
from  approving  any  ruling  which  tends  to  make  our  institution  an 
instrumentality  or  agency  for  the  collection  of  debts;  and  we  have 
therefore  refused  to  enjoin  our  membership  from,  or  punish  them  for, 
pleading  any  lawful  defence  to  actions  brought  against  them.  Ma- 
sonry is  not  a  court  of  appeals  from  the  civil  tribunals.  He  who  goes 
to  law  must  abide  by  the  law;  we  cannot  grant  him  relief  from  its 
judgments. 

In  his  action  on  charges  against  lodges,  masters,  and  others,  the 
grand  master  impresses  us  with  a  large  gift  of  the  judicial  faculty, 
good  sense,  and  right  feeling. 

In  his  advice  to  lodges  the  latter  quality  is  very  manifest,  so  man- 
ifest that  although  our  space  is  precious  we  don't  grudge  it  to  the  fol- 
lowing: 

One  worshipful  master  wrote  to  this  effect:  "We  have  in  our 
lodge  an  old  brother  who  was  alwa3'S  a  very  zealous  Mason,  but  he  has 
become  totally  deaf.  He  was  a  regular  attendant  upon  the  lodge 
meetings  until  he  lost  his  hearing,  since  which  he  does  not  come  so 
often.  Has  become  so  poor  that  he  is  unable  to  pay  his  dues.  He 
wants  to  be  in  good  standing  when  he  dies,  so  he  can  have  a  Masonic 
burial.  What  shall  we  do  with  him?"  I  do  not  desire  to  report  all 
that  I  said  in  reply.  I  wrote,  however,  in  substance,  the  following, 
after  looking  to  see  the  number  of  members  in  said  lodge:  "It  will 
cost  your  members  about  one  and  a  quarter  cents  a  year  each  to  pay 
the  good  old  brother's  dues.  Carry  him  on  till  he  reaches  the  brink 
of  the  river  and  God  will  carry  him  safely  over,  and  you  will  all  feel 
better  by  even  having  given  the  good  old  brother  a  cent  and  a  quarter 
apiece,  for  a  short  time.  Bury  his  remains  with  Masonic  honors  when 
he  dies,  and  in  the  sweet  bye  and  bye,  when  his  hearing  is  restored  to 
him  in  the  celestial  lodge  above,  where  he  can  hear  the  voices  of  the 
angelic  hosts,  may  he  never  hear  that  you  asked  the  grand  master  the 
question,  'What  shall  we  do  with  him?'  Go  learn  again  the  early 
taught  lessons  in  Masonry,  of  brotherly  love  and  relief."  Akin  to  this, 
was  a  question  from  another  lodge,  "What  shall  we  do  with  a  brother 
who  was  in  good  standing  and  became  deranged  and  is  now  in  the  in- 
sane asylum,  and  left  no  one  to  pay  his  dues?"  I  answered:  "In  the 
name  of  charity,  remit  his  lodge  dues,  and  carry  him  on  the  grand 
lodge  roll,  and  you  will  never  die  poorer  for  having  done  so."  I  try  to 
think  that  it  was  thoughtlessness  in  the  brethren  of  these  lodges  to 
raise  the  question  as  to  this  poor  old  brother's  dues,  as  well  as  that  of 
the  insane  brother,  and  in  charity  withhold  the  names  of  the  lodges 
asking  the  questions,  trusting  that  no  such  little-hearted  stinginess 
will  ever  enter  another  Masonic  lodge,  nor  either  of  these  again.  Let 
us  not  forget,  always,  to  meet  our  brethren,  whether  rich  or  poor, 
upon  the  level. 

The  following  is  worthy  of  the  bold-faced  type  in  which  it  appears 
in  his  address: 
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A  brother  who  so  far  foryets  himself  as  to  declare  his  candidacy 
and  electioneer  for  oftice  in  the  g'rand  lodg-e  is  unworthy  of  your  con- 
fidence and  support. 

This  was  unanimously  concurred  in  by  the  grand  lodge,  under  the 
lead  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence,  who  say: 

Your  committee  on  Masonic  jurisprudence,  having  seen  in  the 
morning  newspajjers  informal  announcements  of  candidacy  for  office 
in  this  Masonic  grand  body,  feel  constrained  in  the  interest  of  Free- 
masonry and  for  the  peace,  harmony,  and  good  name  of  our  grand 
lodge,  to  make  immediate  and  special  report  upon  that  part  of  the 
address  touching  upon  office-seeking. 

Regarding  with  manifest  regret  and  apprehension  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  methods  of  political  conventions  into  this  sacred  repos- 
itory of  Freemasonry,  our  grand  master,  under  the  solemn  sanction 
of  his  official  oath,  has  found  it  necessary  to  pronounce  this  sentence: 

"^  brother  who  so  far  forgets  himself  as  to  declare  his  candidacy,  and  elec- 
tioneer for  office  in  the  grand  lodge,  is  unworthy  of  your  confidence  and  suj)- 
port." 


Recalling  the  admonition  of  our  venerable  father,  Wilkins  Tanne- 
hill,  who  was  seven  times  honored  by  this  grand  lodge  as  grand  mas- 
ter, "to  drive  from  the  threshold  every  evil  passion,  every  impure 
desire,  that  all  things  may  give  place  to  peace  and  good  fellowship," 
and  confident  that  the  practice  of  office-seeking  contributes  more 
than  all  other  causes  combined  to  generate  animosity  and  discord  in 
the  grand  bodies  of  Tennessee,  your  committee  approve  the  utter- 
ance of  the  grand  master,  and  recommend  it  to  the  careful  considera- 
tion and  cordial  concurrence  of  the  brethren  of  the  grand  lodge. 

The  grand  lodge  also  approved  as  its  own  the  position  of  the  grand 
master  in  the  following: 

In  response  to  a  request  from  J.  H.  C.  Dill,  R.W.  grand  secretary 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Illinois,  I  addressed  a  letter  to  M.W.  Brother 
L.  A.  Goddard,  grand  master  of  said  grand  lodge,  stating  to  him  that 
according  to  Masonic  law  in  Tennessee  a  lodge  rejecting  a  candidate 
for  the  Entered  Apprentice  degree  does  not  thereb\'  obtain  perpetual 
jurisdiction  of  said  candidate.  A  contrary  rule  is  certainly  not  in 
harmony  with  the  great  Masonic  idea  of  right  and  justice  that  should 
prevail  under  all  circumstances.  Under  the  perpetual  jurisdiction 
idea,  a  young  man  for  "sowing  wild  oats"  might  properly  be  rejected. 
Removing  to  a  distant  country,  he  grows  into  good  citizenship  and 
good  Masonic  material;  but  under  this,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  unreason- 
able rule,  he  is  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  becoming  a  Mason,  be- 
cause the  lodge  that  rejected  him  will  not  vxdve  jurisdiction,  only 
knowing  him  in  the  reputation  he  established  in  his  youthful  days. 

A  letter  of  condolence  on  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  and 
Grand  Secretary  John  Frizzell,,  from  Grand  Secretary  Ronaldson 
of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand,  led  the  grand  master  to  inquire 
whether  that  body  had  been  recognized  by  Tennessee.  Finding  it  had 
not,  he  pursued  his  inquiries,  and  of  the  result  sa3's: 
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It  seems,  at  last  communication,  the  number  of  lodges  had  reached 
one  hundred  and  one,  representing  a  membership  of  nearly  four  thous- 
and. This  presents  a  good  showing  for  recognition,  if  there  is  nothing 
to  be  found  in  the  way.  Correspondence  to  this  far-off  country  being 
slow  of  transmission,  on  the  16th  of  September  I  addressed  a  letter  to 
our  M.W.  Brother  Albert  Edward,  Prince  of  Wales,  grand  master  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  England,  inquiring  as  to  the  status  of  the  Grand 
Lodi!"e  of  New  Zealand,  and  as  to  whether  the  parent  grand  lodges 
had  relinquished  jurisdiction  over  that  country.  By  the  direction  of 
the  grand  master,  1  received  a  prompt  reply  from  Right  Worshipful 
E.  Letchworth,  grand  secretary,  stating  in  reference  to  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Zealand  that  the  "Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  no  way 
recognizes  the  claims  of  that  body  to  be  a  grand  lodge.  It  is  com- 
posed, to  a  very  great  extent,  of  seceders  from  the  Grand  Lodges  of 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  which  claim  exclusive  jurisdiction  in 
the  colony."  In  view  of  all  these  facts.  I  have  declined  to  recognize 
the  claims  of  the  proposed  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand.  Said  cor- 
respondence and  other  documents  are  herewith  submitted,  that  you 
may  take  such  action  as  may  seem  best. 

His  inquiry  whether  the  parent  grand  lodges  had  relinquished 
jurisdiction,  shows  that  he  could  not  have  been  familiar  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  formation  of  many  of  the  grand  lodges  established  within 
the  last  thirty  years  and  the  discussions  incident  thereto.  This  is  not 
so  strange  as  that  he  should  have  been  impressed  by  the  statement  of 
Grand  Secretary  Letchworth,  inasmuch  as  it  is  true  of  all  grand 
lodges  that  they  are  composed  of  seceders  from  other  grand  lodges, 
and  in  scarcely  any  case  where  the  constituents  of  the  new  body  have 
been  of  the  obedience  of  one  or  more  grand  lodges  claiming  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  in  the  territory,  has  the  secession  been  without  oppo- 
sition. There  is  scarcely  a  grand  lodge  in  this  country  that  has  not 
by  word  or  act  declared  that  the  objection  raised  by  Grand  Secretary 
Letchworth  is  absolutely  without  force;  and  whenever  this  has  been 
temporarily  denied  here,  it  has  been  by  some  grand  lodge  whose  ox 
was  being  gored  for  the  tinje  being. 

The  grand  master  submitted  his  correspondence  with  the  grand 
master  of  Ohio,  and  with  the  approval  of  his  course  by  the  grand 
lodge,  estrangement  of  the  two  grand  lodges  ended  and  the  "incident" 
was  closed. 

The  grand  master  closed  his  address  with  an  invocation  to  peace, 
and  said: 

If  these  views  meet  your  approbation,  I  suggest  that  the  com- 
mittee on  jurisprudence  prepare  and  report  a  dispatch  embodying 
the  same,  to  be  transmitted  by  wire  throughout  the  world,  that  our 
fraternal  brotherhood  everywhere  may  know  where  the  Masons  of 
Tennessee  stand  upon  this  momentous  question. 

This  the  committee  did,  and  the  following  was  adopted: 
To  all  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  throughout  the  ivorld — Greeting: 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee,  now  sitting  in  annual  communica- 
tion in  the  city  of  Nashville,  do  send  this,  their  fraternal  greeting. 
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to  the  brethren  of  the  mystic  tie  wheresoever  dispersed,  and  sincerely 
hope  and  pray  that  the  war  clouds,  which  now  seem  hovering  over  the 
nations  of  the  earth,  will  soon  be  dispersed,  and  the  white  wings  of 
peace  will  again  cast  their  lengthening  shadows  over  the  world. 

To  this  end,  we  urge  upon  every  grand  lodge  of  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  meeting  during  the  year  1890,  to  issue  some  fra- 
ternal sentiment  favoring  a  peaceful  termination  of  all  international 
strife.  Also  that  they  use  their  great  influence  with  the  war-making 
and  peace-keeping  powers  of  the  two  worlds  to  exhaust  all  honorable 
and  peaceful  means  to  settle  all  contention  before  resort  to  arms. 

War  between  nations  means  death  and  destruction  and  untold 
agonies,  and  w^e  who  believe  in  the  "fatherhood  of  God  and  the 
brotherhood  of  man"  cannot  refrain  from  raising  our  voice  in  con- 
demnation of  the  needless  shedding  of  human  blood. 

Brethren,  we  greet  you,  and  strike  hands  with  you  in  bringing 
about  a  peaceful  solution  of  impending  dangers  of  war. 

We  ask  that  the  Associated  Press  send  this  paper  over  their  wires 
to  all  parts  of  the  habitable  globe  where  the  touch  of  electricity  is  felt. 

We  hail  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Tennessee  in  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution,  as  one  more  among  the  signs  now 
visible  here  and  there,  of  a  general  tendency  to  call  a  halt  in  the  un- 
warrantable deprivation  of  rights  which  unaffiliated  Masons  have 
suffered  in  many  jurisdictions  during  the  last  three  decades: 

Jierolved,  That  all  of  edict  No.  50  after  the  first  clause,  be  and  is 
hereby,  repealed,  and  that  all  Master  Masons  in  this  jurisdiction  who 
now  stand  suspended  by  the  action  of  this  grand  lodge  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  said  edict,  if  not  otherwise  disqualified,  be  and  are  hereby 
restored  to  good  standing. 

This  leaves  this  class  of  Masons  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
following  edict: 

Subordinate  lodges  may  not  bury  voluntary  non-affiliates  with  Ma- 
sonic honors,  unless  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  at  a  meeting 
called  for  that  purpose  shall  vote  to  do  so. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  charters  to  four  new  lodges  and  dispen- 
sations for  three  more;  took  favorable  action  on  a  revision  of  the  code 
by  the  committee  on  jurisprudence;  ordered  its  surplus,  not  exceed- 
ing the  sum  of  six  thousand  dollars,  paid  over  to  the  trustees  of  the 
Masonic  Widows'  and  Orphans'  Home,  and  enjoined  upon  the  craft 
liberal  contributions  for  the  support  of  that  institution;  took  action 
looking  to  representation  in  the  Washington  memorial  observance; 
sent  the  subject  of  the  recognition  of  New  Zealand  to  the  committee 
on  correspondence  for  report  next  year;  declined  to  adopt  the  Wis- 
consin relief  regulation  and  approved  instead  the  declaration  of  the 
Chicago  congress,  and  adopted  as  an  edict  the  following: 

No  person  shall  be  initiated,  passed,  or  raised  in  any  subordinate 
lodge  in  this  jurisdiction  who  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  for  sale 
or  in  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  as  a  beverage. 
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Philip  N.  Matlock,  of  Kenton,  was  elected  grand  master;  John 
B.  Garrett,  Nashville,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (104  pp.)  is  the  dual  production  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Henry  H.  Ingersoll  and  Bro.  Robert  Walton, 
who  took  up  the  work  at  the  eleventh  hour,  and  in  the  short  time  left 
to  them  brought  forth  an  excellent  report. 

The  chairman,  Bro.  Ingersoll, — who  wrought  down  through  the 
alphabetical  list  to  the  N's,  while  Bro.  Walton  wrestled  with  those 
below — gives  a  bright,  sketchy,  and  interesting  review  of  Illinois  for 
1895.  The  following,  we  take  it,  reflects  the  view  prevailing  in  Ten- 
nessee since  being  shorn  of  its  grand  representative  system,  that  the 
other  foxes  should  curtail  their  ornamental  appendages  if  they  would 
be  in  the  swim: 

The  correspondence  report  brings  another  proof  of  the  harm  of 
the  grand  representative  system,  resulting  in  the  disturbance  of  the 
fraternal  relations  hitherto  existing  between  Kentucky  and  Illinois. 
The  invariable  cause  of  this  is  the  disagreement  between  the  appoint- 
ing power  and  the  local  authority  as  to  who  should  name  the  ap- 
pointee. The  result  was  that  Kentucky  properly  abolished  the  system, 
and  henceforth  fraternal  relations  will  be  kept  up  by  the  grand  sec- 
retaries and  the  correspondents;  to  which  we  may  add  that,  whenever 
necessary,  special  envoys  can  be  sent,  who  will,  in  deed  and  in  fact, 
represent  the  jurisdiction  from  which  they  come. 

For  the  benefit  of  his  readers  he  samples  the  address  of  Grand 
Master  Goddard,  the  speech  of  Vice-President  Stevenson,  the  ora- 
tion of  Bro.  Black,  and  the  report  on  correspondence.  He  finds 
ground  for  thankfulness  that  no  such  print  as  a  cipher  code  is  author- 
ized in  Illinois,  and  in  his  "conclusion"  to  their  report  he  says: 

An  unaccountable  mania  for  printing  cipher  rituals  seized  our 
membership  in  certain  states  during  the  last  decade,  and  still  more 
unaccountably,  Masons  of  intelligence  and  standing  found  such  a 
course  not  inconsistent  with  Masonic  .obligation.  They  seemed  to 
ignore  the  fact  that  what  is  ciphered  may  be  deciphered.  A  prophet's 
eye  was  not  needed  to  foretell  the  result  of  the  experiment,  and,  of 
course,  a  pretty  mess  was  made  of  it.  Now  repentance  has  expelled 
folly.  But  how  much  harm  this  plain  violation  of  this  primal  obliga- 
tion has  effected,  who  can  tell?     ''What  fools  we  mortals  be!" 

On  the  subject  of  Prohibition  Legislation  we  judge  that  he  leans  to 
the  doctrine  that  no  new  qualifications  can  be  added  to  the  require- 
ments of  the  immemorial  unwritten  law,  as  he  says: 

This  subject  is  being  greatly  agitated,  and  is  greatly  agitating 
the  grand  lodges,  and  intemperance  often  characterizes  the  proceed- 
ings. The  logical  conclusion  would  seem  to  be  that  any  grand  lodge 
has  the  inherent  power  to  declare  a  noxious  occupation  disreputable, 
and  thus  prevent  the  admission  of  a  saloonkeeper  as  not  "of  good  re- 
pute." With  brethren  following  the  occupation,  it  is  not  so  easy  to 
deal.  But  grand  lodges  may  admonish  members  by  declaratory  reso- 
lutions; and  subordinates  may  surely  protect  themselves  by  discipline, 
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and  it  will  not  be  long"  before  the  business  will  be  so  disreputable  that 
we  shall  be  free  from  it.  Meanwhile  the  cardinal  virtues  of  prudence 
and  justice  are  needed  to  restrain  the  prohibitionists  from  intemper- 
ance and  excess.     Let  us  not  forj^et  that  we  are  brethren. 

He  thinks  a  Masonic  cong"ress  or  convention  ought  to  be  able  to 
agree  upon  some  plan  to  keep  the  peace  of  the  fraternity  now  threat- 
ened by  the  deadlock  on  the  question  of  ])erpetual  jurisdiction;  re- 
gards the  asj^lum,  or  ''Home"  system,  as  the  best  mode  of  Masonic 
beneficence,  and  says  of  the  office  seeking  "nuisance"  that  it  ebbs  and 
flows  in  grand  lodges,  but  that  on  the  whole  the  better  spirit  seems 
now  to  be  in  the  ascendant,  and  that  the  office  is  seeking  the  man — 
generally. 


TEXAS,  1895. 
60th  Annual.  Houston.  December  .3. 

George  Lopas,  Jr.,  the  representative  of  Illinois,  was  present. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  was  "on  wheels"  until  1861,  when  it  was 
permanently  located  at  Houston.  It  was  organized  at  Houston  in 
1837,  Sam  Hoctston,  the  first  president  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  pre- 
siding over  the  convention,  with  Dr.  Anson  Jones,  the  last  president 
of  the  republic  and  the  first  grand  master,  serving  as.  secretary. 

The  grand  master,  Gus  Garrison,  philosophicallj'  says  of  them- 
selves as  a  people: 

Temporarily,  we  are  perhaps  poorer  than  ever  before.  The  close, 
hard,  financial  condition  of  the  country  has  made  its  impress  upon 
all:  yet  we  are  richer  in  experience  and  wiser  in  that  which  is  best 
for  us  than  we  have  ever  been. 

He  announced  the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Charles  Stewart, 
aged  fifty-nine,  and  Past  Grand  Master  Z.  E.  Coombs,  at  sixty-two. 
Bro.  Stewart  was  a  member  of  the  secession  convention  in  1861,  being 
then  district  attorney;  a  captain  in  the  confederate  army  during  the 
war  which  followed,  and  afterward  city  attorney  of  the  city  of  Hous- 
ton, a  state  senator,  and  for  ten  years  a  member  of  congress.  He 
was  elected  grand  master  in  1882. 

The  grand  master  refers  to  the  severe  criticism  to  which  Texas 
has  been  subjected  by  its  action  in  recognizing  the  Mexican  gran 
dieta,  and  the  consequent  necessity  that  the  subject  should  receive 
some  notice.     He  therefore  says: 
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I  am  proud  to  say  that  since  our  g'rand  lodge  took  the  action  re- 
ferred to,  we  have  been  furnished  with  numerous  evidences  of  the 
wisdom  of  our  course  and  its  salutary  effect  and  that  the  constant 
tendency  of  Masonry  in  Mexico  has  been  upward  and  onward  and  the 
grand  dieta  as  a  supreme  body,  by  its  decrees  of  August  13,  last,  has 
removed  every  doubt  that  may  have  remained  in  the  minds  of  any  one, 
in  reference  to  its  determination  to  adhere  to  the  ancient  and  time- 
honored  landmarks  of  Masonry. 

In  face  of  the  revelations  that  have  followed  the  action  of  his 
grand  lodge,  we  judge  that  it  requires  but  very  little  to  make  a  Texas 
grand  master  proud;  and  considering  what  has  been  the  effect  of  the 
successive  denials,  confessions,  and  promises  of  amendment  in  the  di- 
rections where  it  had  been  strongly  asserted  that  no  amendment  was 
needed,  upon  the  Masonic  mind  generally,  his  serene  faith  that  the 
decrees  of  August  13,  1895,  are  significant  of  a  determination  on  the 
part  of  the  gran  dieta  to  adhere  to  the  landmarks,  is  almost  pathetic. 

The  various  statements  and  shiftings  of  position  on  the  part  of 
the  officials  of  the  gran  dieta  has  justly  created  a  conviction  so  wide- 
spread as  to  be  well  nigh  universal,  that  the  only  constant  factor  in 
the  whole  matter  has  been  duplicity.  One  could  almost  believe  that 
Grand  Master  Garrison  unconsciously  shares  this  feeling  and  is  try- 
ing to  re-assure  himself  as  well  as  to  assure  others,  when  he  introduces 
such  matter  as  the  following  as  evidence  of  their  essential  integrity: 

In  reference  .to  this  matter  I  am  told  they  outstrip  us;  that  true 
Masons  in  Mexico,  as  well  as  with  us,  realize  the  powerful  influence 
of  Masonry  upon  the  inner,  or  moral  part  of  our  nature,  and  that, 
should  it  fail  to  make  them  better  men,  it  would  fail  in  its  mission, 
was  beautifully  exemplified  in  the  declaration  of  a  prominent  Mexican 
Mason,  at  Diaz,  Mexico,  at  a  banquet  given  by  Integridad  Lodge  last 
June  to  some  of  our  visiting  Texas  Masons,  when  he  said:  "Mj'^  breth- 
ren, this  is  a  delightful  occasion,  and  Masonry  is  a  grand  institution, 
with  beautiful  symbolisms,  but  we  must  ever  keep  in  mind  that  the 
true  Mason  is  he  who  is  one  in  here!"  (pointing  to  his  heart.)  This 
expression,  made  by  a  Mexican  Mason,  was  a  noble  declaration,  and  I 
am  informed  met  the  prompt  and  hearty  endorsement  of  all  present, 
a  majority  of  whom  were  Mexican  Masons. 

In  justification  of  recognition  he  brings  forward  several  matters, 
all  of  which  we  think  we  noticed  in  our  review  of  Kansas  and  there- 
fore require  no  further  notice  at  our  hands. 

Following  are  some  of  the  eleven  decisions  reported: 

1.  If  a  man  has  been  made  a  Mason  before  he  has  resided  in  the 
state  twelve  months,  is  he  legally  a  Mason? 

Answer.— The  action  of  the  lodge  was  irregular  but  not  void. 

3.  To  the  end  that  justice  may  be  done,  and  Masonry  vindicated, 
the  W.M.  of  the  lodge  may  vacate  his  chair  and  call  some  qualified 
and  competent  brother  to  preside  and  may,  himself,  undertake  the 
prosecution  of  charges  preferred  in  his  lodge,  provided  it  cannot  be 
properly  done  by  some  other  brother  present. 
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4.  A  protest  made  before  ballot  is  of  no  effect.  A  protest  is  only 
in  order  after  ballot  has  been  had,  and  the  applicant  elected,  in  which 
case  an  objectinj^  brother  may  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  of  a  pro- 
test to  prevent  the  candidate  from  receiving  a  degree.  The  right  of 
protest  is  based  upon  the  supposition  that  the  brother  protesting  has 
not  had  the  opportunit}^  of  casting  a  ballot,  or  has,  subsequent  to  the 
ballot,  discovered  something  objectionable  in  the  candidate's  char- 
acter. 

5.  That  a  protest  made  against  the  advancement  of  a  candidate 
is  in  the  nature  of  a  ballot,  and  therefore  cannot  be  exercised  except 
in  an  individual  capacity. 

6.  A  Mason  under  conviction  in  the  courts  and  held  under  duress, 
as  in  case  of  confinement  in  state  prison,  may  be  tried  for  a  Masonic 
offence  and  represented  alone  by  proxy. 

9.  Upon  the  trial  of  a  brother  for  a  Masonic  offence,  the  W.M.  has 
the  right  and  power  to  appoint  assistance  for  the  prosecuting  brother 
should  it  be  requested,  although  the  prosecutor  may  be  the  J.W. 
Further,  the  W.M.  may  appoint  assistance  without  being  requested 
to  do  so,  if  in  his  opinion  it  is  necessary  in  order  that  substantial  jus- 
tice may  be  done. 

10.  The  W.M.  being  the  custodian  of  the  charter,  it  is  in  his 
charge,  and  while  it  is  commonly  understood  that  it  should  be  exposed 
to  view,  in  a  lodge  room,  yet,  if  he  is  satisfied  that  it  is  present,  no 
one  else  can  be  heard  to  complain. 

11.  That  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  cannot  be  granted  by  a  lodge 
under  our  jurisdiction  to  a  lodge  in  another  state  authorizing  it  to  re- 
ceive an  application  and  confer  the  degrees  upon  a  candidate  who  is 
a  resident  of  this  state. 

The  committee  on  jurisprudence  had  the  concurrence  of  the  grand 
lodge  in  their  dissent  from  Nos.  3  and  4: 

We  must  respectfully  dissent  from  the  opinion  of  the  grand  master 
that  the  worshipful  master  of  a  lodge  can  fill  his  station  during  a 
lodge  trial  with  some  one  else  ana  appear  as  the  prosecutor.  The 
worshipful  master  is  elected  to  preside  over  his  lodge  with  justice, 
moderation,  and  charity,  and  should  preserve  and  maintain  the  char- 
acter of  the  unbiased,  upright  judge  rather  than  that  of  prosecutor. 
The  power  and  influence  inseparably  associated  with  the  office  to 
which  he  is  elevated,  should  never  be  wielded  to  turn  the  scales  of 
justice  during  a  lodge  trial. 

It  was  decided  by  the  grand  master  that  a  protest  to  be  effective 
against  the  conferring  of  a  degree  must  in  all  instances  follow  the 
favorable  ballot;  but  it  has  been  settled  by  this  grand  lodge  that  cases 
might  arise  where  the  rule  enunciated  should  not  apply.  At  the  com- 
munication of  the  grand  lodge  of  1890,  a  decision  of  the  grand  master 
holding  that  the  protest  of  a  visiting  brother,  who  was  afterwards 
excluded  from  sitting  in  the  lodge,  should  have  been  respected  by  the 
lodge,  although  made  long  before  the  ballot  was  taken.  The  decision 
of  the  grand  master  was  not  only  commended,  but  his  action  in  arrest- 
ing the  charter  of  the  lodge  for  failing  and  refusing  to  respect  the 
protest  was  approved.  It  would  seem,  therefore,  that  it  is  settled  by 
this  grand  lodge  that  the  protest  of  a  Master  Mason,  a  member  of 
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one  of  the  subordinate  lodg'cs  in  Texas,  in  cases  where  he  is  excluded 
from  sitting  in  a  lodge  of  which  he  is  not  a  member,  whether  made 
orally  or  in  writing  to  the  worshipful  master  before  or  after  the  bal- 
lot, shall  be  effectual  in  preventing  the  conferring  of  a  degree.  As 
held  by  the  grand  master,  a  protest  must  emanate  from  the  individual 
Mason. and  not  from  the  lodge. 

We  are  fully  in  accord  with  the  committee  touching  the  duty  of 
the  master  in  a  trial  to  maintain  absolute  impartiality;  and  so  far  as 
the  general  principle  of  law  is  concerned  we  are  in  as  complete  ac- 
cord with  the  grand  master  that  the  right  of  protest  or  obiection 
does  not  come  into  existence  until  the  means  of  protection  afforded 
by  the  ballot  have  been  exhausted.  The  approved  decision  of  1880 
cited  by  the  committee,  is  not  inconsistent  with  this  theory,  but  quite 
in  accord  with  it — unless  in  Texas  as  in  Oregon— visiting  members  of 
other  Texas  lodges  have  the  right  to  vote  on  petitions. 

The  committee  explicitly  agree  with  No.  11,  and  as  neither  they 
nor  the  grand  master  give  any  reason  why  waiver  is  not  possible 
under  the  conditions  stated,  we  presume  the  decision  rests  on  some 
well  known  Texas  regulation.  In  our  judgment  it  has  no  basis  in  the 
general  law  of  jurisdiction. 

The  other  decisions  were  properly  approved, 

The  deputy  grand  master  (B.  R.  Abernethy)  submitted  several 
decisions  which  were  approved.     We  copy  two: 

Should  the  investigating  committee  report  favorably  on  the  peti- 
tion of  an  applicant  for  initiation,  the  applicant  being  a  "beer  agent?" 

Answer. — The  Grand  Lodge  of  Texas  has  never  prescribed  what 
business  any  person  should  or  should  not  follow  in  order  to  be  eligible 
to  admission  into  the  Masonic  fraternity.  It  is  the  duty  of  an  inves- 
tigating committee  to  diligently  inquire  into  and  ascertain  the  char- 
acter of  the  individual  seeking  to  enter  its  portals,  and  to  report  the 
facts  ascertained.  If  this  be  done  the  report  will  be  favorable  or  un- 
favorable, according  to  the  facts  thus  reported. 

A  person  claiming  to  be  a  Mason  applied  to  a  lodge  for  affiliation, 
he  having  never  sat  in  the  lodge,  and  none  of  the  brethren  being  able 
to  vouch  for  the  applicant  being  a  Mason,  what  should  be  done  with 
the  petition? 

Answer.— No  lodge  has  the  right  to  entertain  a  petition  for  affili- 
ation unless  such  brother  has  visited  the  lodge,  and  no  vouching  for 
the  brother  can  be  done  except  in  open  lodge  by  a  brother  who  has 
sat  in  open  lodge  with  the  applicant,  or  by  the  examining  committee 
reporting  in  open  lodge,  such  examining  committee  having  been  ap- 
pointed in  open  lodge.     (Sayles's  Digest,  p.  87,  Sec.  3.) 

While  the  latter  of  these  was  applicable  throughout  to  the  case 
in  hand,  the  general  statement  seems  to  us  faulty  in  this,  that  it 
does  not  allow  for  a  voucher  to  the  committee  of  inquiry  by  a  brother 
who  has  sat  in  open  lodge  with  the  petitioner.     We  see  no  reason. 
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founded  either  in  law  or  prudence,  why  this  should  not  be  done,  when 
on  the  same  voucher  the  petitioner  would  be  unhesitatingly  admitted 
to  the  lodge  as  a  visitor. 

The  grand  secretary  gives  some'  items  not  usually  found  in  the 
returns  of  lodges:  Of  the  33,389  Masons  in  the  jurisdiction,  including 
3,067  non-affiliates  reported,  889  use  profane  language,  71  are  gamblers, 
and  419  drink  to  intoxication. 

For  obvious  reasons  none  are  returned  as  being  unsound  in  the 
faith.  The  jurisprudence  of  Texas  does  not  tolerate  the  presence  in 
the  fraternity  of  any  who  are  not  religiously  orthodox. 

The  report  of  the  directors  of  the  Widows  and  Orphans'  Home 
Fund  shows  the  fund  augmented  by  about  $12,000  during  the  year, 
amounting  now  to  $92,101.06.  Competitive  bids  had  been  received  for 
the  location  of  the  proposed  home,  but  none  accepted,  and  the  bid- 
ding will  remain  open  another  year. 

The  grand  lodge  is  now  engaged  in  litigation  with  one  of  its  con- 
stituent lodges,  Holland  No.  1,  to  determine  rights  and  recover  of  the 
latter  the  title  to  the  lots  on  which  the  grand  lodge  building  is  situ- 
ated. An  impatient  brother  proposed  to  cut  the  Gordian  knot  as 
follows: 

Whereas,  For  verj^  many  years  there  has  existed  grave  trouble 
and  dissatisfaction  between  this  grand  lodge  and  Holland  Lodge  No.  1, 
concerning  the  lots  upon  which  this  grand  lodge  is  built;  and 

Whereas,  This  grand  lodge  has  from  time  to  time  appointed 
committees  and  have  made  overtures  and  propositions  for  settlement 
to  Holland  Lodge  No.  1,  seeking  in  every  possible  way  to  avoid  all 
strife,  contention,  and  confusion,  and  have  made  every  fair  and  reas- 
onable proposition  which  could  have  been  made  between  men  or  Ma- 
sons to  avoid  strife  and  litigation;  and 

Whereas,  Said  Holland  Lodge  No.  1  has  not  only  rejected  any 
and  all  propositions  of  adjustment,  but  have  notified  the  committees 
of  this  grand  lodge  of  its  unwillingness  to  peacefully  and  Masonically 
adjust  existing  differences,  but  persist  in  inviting,  forcing,  and  bring- 
ing about  confusion,  ill  will,  litigation,  and  great  expense,  and  an- 
noyance to  this  grand  lodge,  and  have  thereby  brought,  and  are  now 
bringing,  Masonry  into  disrepute  in  this  state  and  the  country  at 
large,  and  are  thereby  in  contempt  of  this  grand  lodge ;  therefore 
be  it 

Bcsolved,  That  the  most  worshipful  grand  master,  Bro.  B.  R.  Aber- 
nethy,  be  requested  to  immediately  arrest  and  revoke  the  charter  of 
Holland  Lodge  No.  1. 

The  jurisprudence   committee  warily  decline  the   complication, 

saying: 

Your  committee  on  Masonic  jurisprudence,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  resolution  concerning  Holland  Lodge,  have  given  the  subject 
thereof  due  consideration,  and  while  recognizing  the  fact  that  the 
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conduct  of  those  who  have  controlled  its  action  in  reference  to  the 
dispute  between  it  and  this  grand  lodge  over  the  Temple  property 
may  justly  merit  the  criticism  of  contumacious  insubordination,  we 
nevertheless  believe  that  any  attempt  at  this  time  to  administer  dis- 
cipline on  the  lines  proposed  would  be  unwise,  and  we  therefore  recom- 
mend that  said  resolution  be  not  adopted. 

And  the  g'rand  lodge  concurred. 

The  grand  lodge  granted  six  charters  for  new  lodg"es;  adopted  a 
fresh  revision  of  its  edicts  and  resolutions  and  negatived  the  jurisdic- 
tional rules  proposed  by  Mississippi.  It  gave  a  good  deal  of  time  to 
disciplinary  cases  coming  up  on  appeal  or  on  petitions  for  restoration 
with  results  in  some  of  the  latter  cases  that  seem  hardly  explicable 
to  an  outsider:  but  those  on  the  ground  are  the  best  judges  of  the 
merits  of  such  cases. 

B.  R.  Abernethy,  of  Gonzales,  was  elected  grand  master;  John 
Watson,  Houston,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (137  pp.)  is  as  usual  by  Past  Grand 
Master  Thomas  M.  Matthews,  which  bespeaks  in  advance  its  ability, 
courtesy,  and  true  Masonic  spirit.  We  find  in  his  review  of  Illinois 
for  1895  abundant  evidence  of  the  latter  in  his  generous  reference  to 
our  own  work,  notwithstanding  our  criticism  of  some  of  the  acts  of 
his  grand  lodge. 

He  notes  the  presence  of  the  ambassador  of  Texas  near  our  grand 
lodge;  commends  the  arrest  of  the  charter  of  Hinsdale  Lodge  for 
doing  ordinary  work  on  Sunday,  commends  the  reported  decisions  as 
sound,  and  advises  his  Texas  brethren  to  take  the  noble  and  timely 
words  which  he  quotes  from  Bro.  Goddard's  address  wherein  he  epi- 
tomizes the  advice  he  had  been  wont  to  give  to  the  brethren  at  his  of- 
ficial visitations,  and  to  let  them  be  their  guide  throughout  their 
Masonic  lives. 

Of  the  annual  oration  he  says: 

The  grand  orator,  R.W.  Bro.  John  C.  Black,  delivered  a  very  in- 
teresting and  readable  address;  something  entirely  difterent  from  the 
"spread-eagle"  effusions  we  usually  hear  upon  such  occasions.  It  was 
a  dream— ''A  dream  of  peace,"  like  unto  that  of  Abou  Ben-Adhem — of 
the  time  coming,  when  there  will  be  no  more  war;  when  all  nations  and 
peoples,  all  kindred  and  tongues,  principalities  and  powers,  recogniz- 
ing and  acknowledging  the  Fatherhood  of  God  and  the  brotherhood  of 
man,  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plow-shares  and  their  spears  into 
pruning-hooks.     God  speed  the  day. 

Quoting  our  closing  remarks  on  Past  Grand  Master  Tyler's  pa- 
per on  Mexican  Masonry,  he  says: 

We  have  promised  several  times  in  the  foregoing  and  following 
pages  of  this  report  that  we  would  give  the  craft  the  benefit  of  such 
information  as  we  have  been  able  to  gather  upon  the  making  Masons 
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of  women  by,  and  the  admission  of  them  into,  Mexican  lodges,  and 
also  of  the  exclusion  of  the  bible  from  them. 

If  our  good  brother  will  turn  to  the  end  of  our  report  he  will  find 
that  we  have  done  our  best  to  make  that  promise  good.  We  were 
about,  too,  to  say  that  we  hoj^cd  what  we  have  there  stated  would  sat- 
isfy all  interested.  But  Iwpe  carries  with  it,  as  we  understand,  expecta- 
tion, and  we  can  scarcely  expect  to  satisfy  those  who  are  unwilling  to 
be  convinced,  and  that  there  are  at  least  a  few  such  we  much  fear. 

Bro.  Robbins  seems  to  put  a  good  deal  of  confidence  in  the  state- 
ments of  Chism.  We  confess  that  in  him  or  them  we  have  none.  We 
believed  all  the  while  that  what  he  said  was  untrue,  though  we  are 
satisfied  he  may  have  had  some  foundation,  perhaps,  on  which  to 
predicate  his  statements.  Bro.  R.  will  no  doubt,  too,  agree  with  us 
that  a  man  may,  and  indeed  often  does,  in  stating  a  fact,  so  color  and 
embellish  it,  or  to  state  it  in  a  homel}^,  but  expressive  way,  "so  stretch 
the  blanket,"  that  it  becomes  a  falsehood.  This,  we  believe,  is  just 
what  Chism  did. 

Don't  brother  him  any  more,  Bro.  Robbins.  He  is  no  longer  such 
to  you  or  us.  Not  only  did  Toltec  Lodge  some  year  or  more  ago  depose 
him  from  his  office  as  worshipful  master,  but  we  have  it  on  unques- 
tionable authority  that  some  time  during  the  past  year  she  expelled 
him.     For  what  cause  we  do  not  know. 

But  enough.  We  did  not  intend  here  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  matter. 

We  were  not  aware  that  the  late  master  of  Toltec  Lodge  had 
been  expelled,  nor  will  we  now  raise  the  question  whether  his  expul- 
sion by  a  lodge  which  prefers  affiliation  with  dissenters  from  the  orig- 
inal plan  of  Masonry  to  dissolution,  carries  with  it  any  discredit.  It 
certainly  cannot  have  any  retroactive  force  in  discrediting  his  state- 
ments heretofore  made  unless  it  was  inflicted  for  untruthfulness. 
When  Bro.  Matthews  shall  have  read  our  review  in  this  report  of 
the  proceedings  of  Kansas  and  New  York  he  will  be  quite  fully  ad- 
vised of  the  reasons  why  we  think  the  "stretching  of  the  blanket"  is 
not  to  be  laid  at  Chism's  door,  but  at  the  door  of  the  officials  of  the 
gran  dieta.  Turning  to  Bro.  Matthews'S  paper  on  "Freemasonry  in 
Mexico,"  we  find  that  we  have  already  given  pretty  substantially  the 
facts  it  contains  in  our  review  of  Kansas.  We  reproduce  here,  how- 
ever, a  portion  of  a  letter  from  the  grand  secretary  of  the  gran  dieta 
to  Bro.  Matthews,  the  full  text  of  which  was  not,  we  believe,  before 
us  when  that  review  was  written.  We  quote  it  for  the  double  purpose 
of  giving  the  gran  dieta  whatever  credits  may  accrue  from  its  tol- 
erance of  foreign  systems,  to  a  body  that  has  already  demonstrated 
its  tolerance  of  so  much  that  is  foreign  to  Masonry  under  any  system) 
and  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Missouri  committee  with- 
held from  the  Masonic  world  the  information  which  Bro.  Gould  for- 
tunately judged  it  convenient  to  publish.     The  grand  secretary  says: 

We  work  the  Ancient  and  Accepted  Scottish  Rite,  but  without 
any  intolerance  on  behalf  of  other  rites.     We  have  only  jurisdiction 
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over  the  first  three  degrees  (Blue  Masonry)  and  no  command  over 
higher  degrees,  which  works  separate  from  the  gran  dieta.  For  in- 
stance, under  charter  of  the  gran  dieta  are  constituted  the  following 
lodges: 

Riego  No.  4,  (Spanish  lodge)  Scottish  Rite. 
Anahuac  No.  141,  (English  lodge)  Scottish  Rite. 
Hidalgo-Washington  No.  145,  (American  lodge)  York  Rite. 
Washington- Juarez  No.  1(51,  (American  lodge)  York  Rite. 
George  Washington  No.  195,  (American  lodge)  Scottish  Rite. 
Toltec  No.  214,  (American  lodge)  York  Rite. 
Germania  No.  219,  (German  lodge)  Old  English  Rite. 

These  facts  prove  our  tolerance  toward  foreign  systems.  ^ 

Your  questions  have  met  already  with  our  full  consideration  in 
our  reply  to  the  Missouri  grand  lodge,  whose  committee  on  foreign 
correspondence  did  not  judge  it  convenient  to  publish  it. 

At  the  point  which  Bro.  Matthew^S  intended  should  be  the  con- 
clusion of  his  paper,  until  the  receipt  of  our  report  containing  Bro. 
Parvin's  letter  of  August  10,  1895,  changed  his  mind,  he  says: 

We  are  told  in  Holy  Writ,  "But  if  he  will  not  hear  thee,  then  take 
with  thee  one  or  two  more,  that  in  the  mouth  of  two  or  three  witnesses 
every  word  may  be  established." 

This,  as  we  think,  we  have  done. 

The  world  has  never  interpreted  holy  writ  to  mean  that  two  or 
even  three  witnesses  should  establish  anything  against  a  preponder- 
ance of  testimony,  especially  when,  as  in  this  instance,  the  reliability 
of  one  is  discredited  by  another  of  his  own  witnesses. 

He  publishes  a  letter  from  Dr.  P.  Ornelas,  the  Mexican  consul 
at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  who  is  also  referred  to  by  Bro.  Miller,  of 
Kansas,  from  which  we  take  the  following: 

It  is  not  true  that  women  are  admitted  to  the  three  degrees  of 
symbolic  Masonry,  and  clothed  in  regalia,  to  enter  and  be  seated  in 
Mexican  lodges,  when  all  parties  not  Masons  have  been  notified  to  re- 
tire. It  is  a  fact  that  this  adoptive  lodge  happens  to  be  invited  to 
the  banquets  and  feasts  of  the  regular  lodges,  but  only  to  such  as  have 
in  no  way  the  secret  character  of  the  institution. 

Bro.  Ornelas'S  knowledge  of  facts  is  not  only  impeached  by 
Grand  Secretary  Canton,  who  tardily  confessed  to  the  existence  of 
a  woman's  lodge,  but  Bro.  Matthews  accidentally,  or,  at  least,  inci- 
dentally gives  it  another  rub  when  he  cites  another  of  his  chief  wit- 
nesses, Bro.  Hamilton,  to  prove  that  "the  gran  dieta  has  since  not 
only  revoked  the  right  to  make  Masons  of  women,  but  also  forbidden, 
denied,  'to  women  already  initiated,  the  rights  previously  conferred 
upon  them.' '' 

Quoting  some  paragraphs  from  Bro.  Parvin'S  letter,  as  found  in 
our  report,  he  says: 

—20 
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Bro.  Parvin,  while  he  does  not  say  so  in  so  many  words,  we  assert 
without  the  fear  of  successful  contradiction  has  chanjred  front,  and 
we  are  glad  of  it.  When  a  man  finds  that  he  is  wrong,  he  can  do  noth- 
ing nobler,  grander,  than  to  confess,  and  if  possible  correct  or  make 
amends  for  it. 

Ever  since  the  recognition  of  the  gran  dieta  by  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Texas,  up  to  about  August  10  last,  Bro.  Parvin  has  been  condemn- 
ing, criticising,  and  belaboring  it  for  recognizing  an  ''irregular," 
"illegitimate,"  ''spurioui:',"  "bastard,"  clandestine  body."  And  yet 
viirabile  dlctu,  we  find  that  he  himself  has  been  visiting  this  same 
body,  and  associating  with  its  members  as  Masons!  and  says  he  "would 
do  so  again  were  he  to  go  there."  Why?  We  have  too  much  respect 
for  Bro.  Parvin  to  believe  for  a  moment  that  he  would  visit  a  lodge 
of  which  he  even  had  a  suspicion  that  it  was  clandestine.  When  form- 
erly writing  of  this  matter  he  honestly  believed  that  the  Masonry  of 
Mexico  was  "irregular,"  "illegitimate,"  and  therefore  "clandestine," 
and  is  in  duty  bound  so  contended.  But  later,  by  personal  observation 
he  found  it  was  not  so.  that  ^Hhcy  were  legitimate  by  their  law  and"  that 
^ ^h J  their  knv  and  tlieir  law  only  v/e  can  judge  them."  Tr3dng  them  by 
that  test  he  found  as  ice  all  along  have  contended  that  they  were  not 
illegitimate,  irregular,  or  clandestine,  and  do  deserve  recognition, 
and  thus  finding,  he  personally  recognized  them. 

The  truth  of  histor}'  requires  us  to  remind  Bro.  Matthews  that 
the  ''^pcrsonaV^  recognition  vouchsafed  to  the  Mexican  lodges  by  Bro. 
Parvin  was  extended  several  months  before  the  issue  of  the  decrees 
of  August  13,  1895,  by  which  it  is  claimed  the  grand  diet  put  an  end  to 
"this  state  of  things''— to  use  Bro.  Parvin's  language— in  the  face 
of  which  the  recognition  of  "the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico  as  a  lawfidly 
constituted  body  of  Masons,'"  he  confessed  to  be  beyond  his  power  to  ex- 
plain or  account  for. 


UTAH,  1896. 

25th  Annual.  Salt  Lake  City.  .January  21. 

Arvis  Scott  Chapman,  the  representative  of  Illinois,  was  among 
the  six  past  grand  masters  present. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (Alvin  Charles  Emerson)  re- 
flects an  enviable  condition  of  the  craft  in  Utah: 

I  am  pleased  to  report  that  peace  and  harmony  prevail  among  all 
our  brethren  and  among  the  lodges.  The  zeal  evinced  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  craft  is  beyond  praise,  and  they  are  entitled  to  our  highest 
commendation  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  accomplished  this 
work.  The  officers  of  the  constituent  lodges  have  studiously  endeav- 
ored to  perfect  themselves  in  a  uniformity  of  work,  thus  meeting  the 
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requirements  of  this  grand  lodge.     It  is  a  pleasure  to   report  their 
faithful  work  and  the  splendid  results  achieved. 

The  social  features  have  been  given  a  prominence  truly  com- 
mendable, and  it  has  been  a  veritable  pleasure  to  attend  on  such 
occasions.  I  desire  to  especially  commend  the  promi:)tness  and  abil- 
ity which  the  brethren  display  at  these  times  of  festivity  in  their 
speeches  and  remarks  which  have  done  so  much  to  make  these  meet- 
ings enjoyable  and  instructive.  This  should  be  encouraged  by  all 
means. 

'•Let  us  see  the  old  faces  beam  in  the  old  places; 
Let  us  taste  the  old  dishes,  and  wish  the  old  wishes; 
Let  us  sing  the  old  songs  and  forget  the  old  wrongs  " 

Some  of  our  subordinate  lodges  still  adhere  to  their  plan  of  keep- 
ing away  from  lodge  banquets  all  intoxicating  beverages.  All  praise 
be  given  them.  The  inflexible,  invariable  rule,  should  be,  among  all 
the  lodges  in  this  grand  jurisdiction,  to  never  permit  the  use  of  in- 
toxicating drinks  of  any  kind  or  character  in  or  about  the  lodge  room, 
or  at  any  Masonic  banquet  or  spread. 

The  grand  master  reported  the  death  of  but  one  member  of  the 
grand  lodge,  Benjamin  Backman,  past  master.  He  had  been  a 
deputy  United  States  marshal,  deputy  clerk,  and  later  clerk  of  the 
district  court. 

The  action  of  the  grand  master  in  the  following  was  properly 
sustained: 

March  18,  1895,  I  received  a  communication  from  Mt.  Moriah 
Lodge  No.  2,  stating  that  at  a  regular  communication  of  that  lodge 
theretofore  held,  ''an  applicant  for  the  degrees  in  Masonry  was  re- 
jected on  the  first  ballot,  and  afterwards  declared  rejected  by  the 
worshipful  master."  Also  stating  that  there  were  present  at  said 
meeting  twenty-six  members,  but  only  twenty-five  ballots  had  been 
cast.  During  recess  one  of  the  members  present  declared  that  "for 
certain  reasons  he  had  not  voted." 

I  was  asked  to  set  this  ballot  aside,  permitting  the  lodge  to  re- 
open said  ballot  and  correct  the  alleged  error  made  at  its  former 
meeting,  as  being  contrary  to  an  article  of  its  by-laws  and  contrary 
to  a  decision  rendered  by  M.W.  Grand  Master  Chapman,  and  approved 
at  the  last  annual  communication  of  this  grand  lodge. 

He  refused  to  do  this,  holding: 

That  in  this  case  the  applicant  was  rejected  on  first  ballot.  This 
being  true,  the  master  of  Mt.  Moriah  Lodge  did  his  simple  duty  under 
standing  resolution  No.  30;  for  it  was  self-evident  that  tivo  or  more 
blackballs  must  have  appeared,  or  the  master  would  have  immedi- 
ately ordered  a  second  ballot  without  declaring  the  first,  and  to  set 
this  ballot  aside  on  such  a  showing  was  not  in  my  power. 

The  decision  of  G.M.  Chapman  cannot  apply  in  this  case,  for  in 
the  case  decided  by  him  the  petitioner  was  elected  while  in  this  case  he 
was  rejected  and  on  first  ballot. 

In  a  case  arising  out  of  a  claim  for  reimbursment  for  expenses  in- 
curred by  a  California  lodge  in  burying  a  member  of  Wasatch  Lodge, 


300  APPENDIX. — PART  I. 


Utah,  it  appears  that  during  his  last  illness  the  deceased  had  a  friend 
and  brother  write  to  Salt  Lake  City  and  ascertain  his  standing,  to  the 
end  that  he  might  have  Masonic  burial  by  Doric  Lodge  No.  216,  of  San 
Francisco.  The  secretary  of  Wasatch  Lodge  wrote  to  the  secretary 
of  Doric  Lodge  that  the  brother  was  a  member  of  the  former  in  good 
standing,  "and  entitled  to  all  its  rights  and  privileges"  which  informa- 
tion was  filed  in  Doric  Lodge.  After  the  brother's  demise  the  master 
of  Wasatch  telegraphed  to  Doric  Lodge  that  the  deceased  was  "a 
member  in  good  standing  entitled  to  Masonic  honors." 

The  grand  master  continues: 

Up  to  this  time  no  specific  instructions  had  been  given  Doric 
Lodge  as  to  how  it  should  proceed  in  the  matter,  but  Doric  Lodge 
"immediately,  and  as  customary,  and  in  the  same  manner  that  all 
Masons  are  buried  in  our  jurisdiction,  prepared  for  and  conducted  the 
funeral  and  burial  services  of  the  deceased  brother,"  and  sent  the 
bill  for  expenses  incurred  therein  to  the  Masonic  Board  of  Relief, 
San  Francisco,  for  collection  from  Wasatch  Lodge. 

Wasatch  Lodge  at  first  repudiated  the  bill,  claiming  some  of  the 
items  of  expense  to  have  been  unnecessarily  incurred,  but  afterwards 
did  pay  a  portion  of  it  and  then  refused  further  action  in  the  matter  or 
intercourse  with  the  California  brethren.  The  board  appealed  to  Grand 
Master  Emerson  asking  that  Wasatch  Lodge  be  required  to  pay  the 
balance  due,  and  that  it  be  called  to  account  for  its  "summary  and 
unmasonic  manner  of  repudiating  this  claim  and  closing  the  business." 

The  grand  master  concludes: 

The  specific  information  given  Doric  Lodge  was  that  the  brother 
was  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  that  could  be  accorded  any  Mason. 

The  natural  inference  by  Doric  Lodge  was  that  Wasatch  Lodge 
desired  it  to  do  by  the  brother  as  Wasatch  Lodge  itself  would  have 
done. 

The  absence  of  any  specific  instructions  or  limitations  from  Wa- 
satch Lodge,  gave  Doric  Lodge  the  right  to  believe  that  it  was  de- 
sired that  it  should  proceed  in  the  matter  as  it  did  and  as  "was 
customary"  with  it,  taking  the  letter  and  telegram  referred  to  as  be- 
ing all  that  Wasatch  Lodge  had  to  say,  and  as  impliedly  giving  Doric 
Lodge  full  discretion. 

That  in  the  absence  of  instructions  to  the  contrary,  Wasatch 
Lodge  cannot  subsequently  bind  Doric  Lodge  to  the  same  detail  of  ar- 
rangements and  expense  customary  in  its  own  conduct  of  like  affairs, 
and  it  must  consider  that  Doric  Lodge  did  not  exceed  implied  instruc- 
tions, and  did  nothing  more  than  one  Masonic  body  would  do  to  an- 
other, or  one  Mason  to  another. 

That  Wasatch  has  now  no  right  to  say  that  Doric  Lodge  com- 
mitted any  unmasonic  act,  or  did  anything  that  should  be  stigmatized 
as  such,  and  cannot  lawfully  refuse  to  pay  the  full  amount  of  the 
claim  presented  which  Wasatch  Lodge  was  ordered  to  do. 
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The  jurisprudence  committee  approved  and  the  grand  lodge  con- 
curred. 

We  cannot  help  thinking  that  it  was  Wasatch  Lodge's  manner  of 
closing  the  business  rather  than  the  cold  facts  as  stated  by  the 
grand  master,  that  warranted  in  his  mind  and  in  that  of  the  com- 
mittee, the  construction  of  what  Wasatch  Lodge  didnH  say  into  a  cart^ 
blanche  to  Doric  Lodge  to  incur  any  expense  customary  on  such  oc- 
casions at  its  expense.  We  think  what  it  did  say  was  not  fairly  sus- 
ceptible of  any  such  construction,  but  this  does  not  stand  in  the  way 
of  our  giving  unqualified  approval  to  the  remarks  with  which  the 
grand  master  leaves  the  case  in  the  hands  of  the  grand  lodge: 

I  cannot  leave  this  matter  without  reference  to  the  language 
used  by  our  Utah  brethren  in  the  correspondence  relating  to  this  case. 
The  words  to  which'I  except  are  "Charity  Funeral,"  and  to  the  state- 
ment that  it  was  not  customary  here  to  expend  any  great  amount  in 
"charity  funerals"  I  also  except.  No  such  words  should  ever  emanate 
from  the  mind  or  mouth  of  a  Mason.  They  are  harsh,  unmasonic, 
cold,  and  cruel.  They  convey  the  idea  that  among  Masons  a  brother 
who  is  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  poor,  no  matter  how  good  a  Mason— no 
matter  how  much  he  has  been  told  he  is  entitled  to  respect  and  re- 
ceive—no matter  how  great  his  heart's  desire  to  be  buried  by  his 
brethren  with  the  ceremonies  of  his  beloved  Masonry — in  spite  of  all 
this,  the  final,  hurried  disposition  of  him  is  to 

"Rattle  his  bones  over  the  stones  — 
Jle's  only  a  pauper,  whom  nobody  owns." 

Such  a  thing  is  repugnant  to  every  human  sense  of  feeling,  and  I 
can  only  believe  the  words  were  used  thoughtlessly  and  without  con- 
sideration of  their  full  import. 

He  reported  two  decisions:  That  a  master  cannot  appoint  on  the 
committee  of  inquiry  a  brother  who  signs  a  petition  as  a  recom- 
mender,  and  that  a  visiting  brother  has  no  right  to  demand  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  lodge  charter.  The  first  was  approved  and  the  second 
sent  to  the  committee  on  standard  work  and  jurisprudence  jointly, 
for  their  report  next  year. 

He  condemns  in  severe  and  merited  terms  any  attempt  to  make 
Masonry  a  factor  in  the  political  advancement  of  a  brother,  and  of 
the  kindred  evil  of  electioneering  for  office  he  well  says: 

The  existence  of  this  evil  among  some  of  the  Masons  of  this  ju- 
risdiction is  so  manifest  that  it  cannot  longer  go  unchallenged. 
Brethren,  it  must  be  stopped.  It  is  for  the  good  of  the  fraternity 
that  you  calmly  and  considerately  discuss  the  fitness  of  any  brother 
eligible  to  office,  but  to  descend  to  the  level  of  political  caucusing,  to 
solicit  votes  and  make  bargains,  is  a  pollution  of  all  the  cardinal 
principles  of  Masonry.  No  brother  should  do  this  or  expect  it  to  be 
done  for  him  by  another.  Our  ambition  for  the  preferment  of  a 
brother  should  not  be  allowed  to  override  our  best  judgment  and  our 
sworn  duties  to  the  craft. 
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The  fjrancl  secretary,  grand  librarian,  grand  reviewer,  and  grand 
man-of-all-work,  Bro.  Chris.  Diehl,  received  the  following  merited 
praise  from  the  committee  on  address  and  reports: 

With  the  precision  of  one  of  Von  Moltke's  veteran  battalions, 
"Our  Chris,"  his  countryman,  comes  to  the  front  with  his  annual  re- 
port having  his  facts  and  figures  all  arrayed  in  such  matchless  per- 
fection that  no  opening  is  left  for  adverse  criticism,  and  we  can  only 
reiterate  the  oft-repeated  ejaculation  of  ''Well  done,  thou  good  and 
faithful  grand  secretary." 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  one  new  lodge;  recognized  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  New  Zealand;  received  the  diplomatic  corps  with  formal 
courtesies  and  assigned  them  to  seats  of  honor;  wrestled  with  and 
adopted  a  revision  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws,  ^nd  adopted  a 
general  program  for  the  celebration  of  its  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
on  the  second  day  of  the  annual  communication  (January  20)  of  1897, 
to  be  held  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

William  Thomas  Dalby  was  elected  grand  master;  Christo- 
pher Diehl  re-elected  grand  secretary,  both  of  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  report  on  correspondence  {9-4  pp.)  is  of  course  the  work  of 
Grand  Secretary  Diehl,  and  is  largely  in  his  own  language.  It  is 
full  of  his  shrewd  mother-wit  and  common  sense — if  indeed  there  be 
a  difference  between  the  two— and  reflects  his  usual  facility  for  dove- 
tailing his  increasing  Masonic  knowledge  and  wide  general  informa- 
tion. In  his  review  of  Illinois  for  1895,  he  quotes  Grand  Master 
GoDDARD  with  approval,  in  opposition  to  what  he  calls  the  ''perni- 
cious perpetual  jurisdiction  doctrine,"  but  reproduces  also  the  closing 
paragraphs  of  the  adverse  report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence. 
Further  personal  reference  is  this: 

The  mutual  or  co-operative  plan  of  charity,  as  proposed  by  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin,  is  not  in  keeping  with  Grand  Master  God- 
dard's  idea  of  Masonic  charit}-.  In  this  he  was  supported  b}^  the  com- 
mittee on  jurisprudence  and  grand  lodge.  Brother  Goddard  made  an 
ideal  grand  master,  and  we  know  that  the  following  words  from  the 
conclusion  of  his  address  came  from  a  true  and  warm  Masonic  heart: 
"My  heart  has  ever  striven  to  do  the  right  as  I  saw  it,  and  I  know 
that  whatever  I  have  done  will  be  judged  only  by  friendly  hearts  and 
in  a  spirit  of  true  brotherly  love."  , 

He  points  with  a  question  what  he  quotes  from  the  account  of  the 
laying  of  the  corner  stone  of  the  Northern  Illinois  Normal  Univer- 
sity:   . 

"His  Excellenc3',  the  Governor  of  the  commonwealth  of  Illinois, 
honoring  us  with  his  presence  today,  is  respectfully  invited  to  assist 
in  spreading  the  cement  on  which  the  corner  stone  will  be  laid." 

Governor  Altgeld,  taking  a  trowel,  said: 

"On  behalf  of  the  great  State  of  Illinois,  I  assist  in  laying  this 
corner  stone  of  an  institution  which  we  hope  will  become  one  of  the 
greatest  on  the  American  continent." 
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At  the  close  of  the  ceremony  the  Governor  made  a  speech  ad- 
dressing the  brethren:  "My  Fellow  Citizens,"  from  which  we  judg'e 
that  he  is  not  a  Mason.  If  this  is  correct,  and  he  does  not  wear  the 
lambskin  apron,  what  business  has  he  to  do  a  part  of  the  work  of 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons?    Will  Bro.  Robbins  rise  and  explain? 

We  presume  that  without  any  reference  to  whether  the  governor 
was  a  member  of  the  fraternity  or  not,  the  compliment  paid  him  by 
the  grand  master  suggested  itself  as  the  most  appropriate  way  at 
that  moment  to  pay  a  proper  respect  to  the  chief  of  the  civil  magis- 
trates, a  duty  he  had  so  often  enjoined  upon  masters-elect  that  he 
was  not  likely  to  forget  it  himself.  We  do  not  know  that  Governor 
Altgeld  is  a  Mason,  and  we  think  if  he  were  we  should  have  heard 
of  it.  Neither  do  we  know  that  the  workmen  who  lowered  the  stone 
into  its  place  were  Freemasons;  nor  have  we  heard  the  question 
raised  about  the  skilled  workmen  who  usually  put  the  finishing  touches 
to  the  spreading  of  the  cement,  or  who  do  a  large  portion  of  that 
work  where  the  stone  is  a  large  one. 

Bro.  Black's  address  provokes  the  following  reflections: 

R.W.  Bro.  John  C.  Black  delivered  a  fine  oration.  It  is  an  elo- 
quent production.  In  the  closing  portion  he  paints  "The  Coming 
Peace."  It  is  a  beautiful  picture.  For  ever  and  ever  peace,  har- 
mony, perfection.  A  charming  dream.  Thousands  and  thousands  of 
years  will  have  been  added  to  the  never  returning  past  before  it  will 
be  a  reality.  Wish  we  had  never  seen  the  book  of  General  Moltke,  but, 
having  read  it,  it  is  hard  for  us  to  believe  in  the  fancies  that  rendes 
such  a  future  possible.  By  the  way,  Bro.  Black,  the  book  is  a  good 
one,  you  ought  to  read  it. 

Referring  to  our  approving  comments  on  Grand  Master  Chap- 
man'.s  suggestion  to  banish  liquors  from  Masonic  banquets,  he  says: 
"In  Illinois  lodges  are  prohibited  to  introduce  liquors  at  Masonic  ban- 
quets on  anj^  pretext.     A  wise  law.     Wish  we  had  it  in  Utah." 

Can't  you  get  it?  It  was  enacted  by  our  grand  lodge  with  little 
or  no  opposition  twenty-two  years  ago. 
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VERMONT,  1896. 

103rd  Annual.  Burlington.  June  10. 

This  volume,  which  has  throughout  the  elegance  and  finish  which 
of  late  years  have  marked  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Vermont,  is  enriched  with  a  steel  portrait  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Lav  ANT  M.  Read,  accompanied  by  a  sketch  of  his  life  in  the  attrac- 
tive style  of  his  biographer,  Past  Grand  Master  Alfred  A.  Hall.  It 
is  further  adorned  by  an  architect's  sketch  of  an  imposing  and  per- 
haps burdensome  possibility,  a  Masonic  temple  at  Burlington,  built 
by  the  grand  lodge,  whose  action  at  the  present  session  seems  likely 
to  put  into  a  concrete  form  at  an  early  day. 

The  ambassador  of  Illinois  to  the  court  of  Sts.  Nathan  and  Philip, 
Delos  M.  Bacon,  was  among  the  seven  past  grand  masters  present. 

The  grand  master,  Kittredge  Haskins,  announced  the  death  of 
Darius  J.  Safford,  past  grand  senior  deacon. 

"Without  the  sub-heading,  "Hand-Books  and  Rituals,"  one 
might  never  guess  that  the  rapid  sale  of  the  pocket  hand-book  pos- 
sibly owed  its  quick-selling  quality  to  the  Masonry- Without-a-Master 
system  recently  adopted  in  Vermont,  into  which  it  dove-tails  with 
such  accuracy  as  only  to  show  the  ioints  very  slightly: 

The  edition  of  the  pocket  hand-book  having  been  exhausted,  and 
there  being  a  demand  for  additional  copies,  on  the  23rd  day  of  last 
November  I  directed  that  a  new  edition  of  one  thousand  copies  be 
published,  at  the  same  time  enjoining  the  grand  lecturers  to  see  to  it 
that  the  slight  errors  appearing  in  the  former  edition  be  corrected. 

The  following  is  interesting  not  only  as  a  merited  recognition  of 
loyal  service  on  the  part  of  the  recipient.  Past  Grand  Master  John 
H.  Whipple,  but  for  the  side  light  it  throws  on  his  personal  tastes 
and  Masonic  tendencies: 

I  procured  for  him  a  past  grand  master's  jewel,  unique  and  beau- 
tiful in  design  and  workmanship.  Owing  to  various  causes  I  did  not 
receive  it  in  season  to  present  it  to  him  at  the  district  deputies  meet- 
ing in  October,  as  I  had  purposed,  and  at  which  he  was  present. 
Being  unable  to  arrange  for  him  to  meet  me  at  any  of  the  Masonic 
district  meetings  during  the  winter,  and  knowing  that  our  worshipful 
grand  tyler  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  habits  of  Past  Grand 
Master  Whipple,  and  the  places  where  he  would  most  naturally  re- 
sort, I  forwarded  the  jewel  to  the  grand  tyler,  together  with  a  letter 
of  presentation,  with  the  request  that  he  would  present  them  at  the 
first  favorable  opportunity.  The  jewel  and  letter  were  presented  by 
W.  Bro.  Tuttle  on  the  evening  of  February  27,  at  a  convocation  of  the 
chapter  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,"^located  at  Manchester.    He 
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reported  to  me  that  it  was  a  pleasant  duty  for  him  to  perform,  and 
that  M.W.  Bro.  Whipple  responded  with  feeling  and  eloquence. 

Seven  decisions  were  reported  by  the  grand  master,  in  part  as 
follows: 

1.  Question. — Would  it  be  in  order,  after  the  second  ballot  is 
ordered  to  be  prepared,  for  a  brother  to  rise  and  address  the  lodge 
and  explain  fully  who  the  candidate  is  that  they  are  about  to  ballot 
for? 

Answer. — The  second  ballot  is  a  distinct  and  independent  act  of 
the  lodge,  and  stands  as  if  no  prior  ballot  had  been  taken. 

That  while  it  is  highly  improper  for  a  candidate,  at  any  stage,  to 
be  electioneered  into  the  order  by  advocacy  and  speech  making,  still 
I  hold  that  previous  to  the  ballot  being  passed  it  is  proper  for  any 
brother  to  rise  and  explain  who  the  candidate  is  that  they  are  about 
to  ballot  for,  and  what  his  qualifications,  especially  where  there  is 
danger  that  his  name  may  be  confounded  with  that  of  another  person 
living  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  lodge. 

2.  Question. — ^Can  a  member  of  an  investigating  committee  be 
excused  from  balloting  under  any  circumstances,  particularly  when 
an  unfavorable  report  is  made?  If  not,  can  such  committeeman  re- 
tire when  the  ballot  is  being  taken? 

Answer. — Every  member  of  the  lodge  must  vote  if  present  when 
the  balloting  begins.  Neither  the  W.M.  nor  the  lodge  can  excuse  him 
from  bearing  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  such  a  case. 

6.  Question.— Can  a  lodge  refuse  a  dimit  on  any  ground  if  the 
member  is  in  good  standing  and  his  dues  are  paid? 

Answer.— A  request  for  a  dimit  should  be  in  writing,  should  state 
the  purpose  for  which  it  is  asked,  and  if  expressed  in  respectful  lan- 
guage should  be  entertained  by  the  master  and  submitted  to  the 
lodge  for  its  action.  The  sufficiency  of  the  reasons  for  requesting  it 
must  be  determined  by  the  lodge.  If,  however,  the  lodge  should  re- 
fuse the  dimit  for  improper  reasons,  the  brother  may  appeal  to  the 
grand  lodge. 

Remarks. — It  seems  to  be  well  settled  in  this  jurisdiction  that, 
Masonry  being  purely  a  voluntary  association,  a  member  cannot  be 
kept  or  retained  in  membership,  if  he  be  in  good  standing  and  has  a 
sufficient  reason  for  desiring  to  sever  his  membership  with  the  lodge. 

7.  A  W.M. -elect,  having  received  the  P.M.  degree  in  a  R.A.  chap- 
ter, is  not,  thereby,  qualified  for  installation  or  to  preside  as  a  W.M. 
The  degree  of  P.M.  must  be  conferred  upon  him  in  a  lodge  of  actual 
P.M.  or  present  W.M.  already  invested,  pursuant  to  the  action  of  the 
grand  lodge  at  its  annual  session  in  1895. 

All  his  decisions  were  approved.  No.  1  approves  itself  as  reason- 
able and  proper  in  the  absence  of  a  local  regulation  prohibiting  it  as  in 
Illinois.  Touching  dimission,  he  also  decided  that  the  petitioner  for 
a  dimit  need  not  name  some  lodge  he  intends  to  join,  and  should  not 
be  refused  simply  because  none  is  named.  The  same  opinion  prevails 
in  Illinois  touching  the  purely  voluntary  nature  of  the  bond  of  affilia- 
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tion  and  the  law  is  framed  to  lit  it;  the  necessary  conditions  being" 
complied  with  the  dimit  issues  without  a  vote.  No.  7  is  like  a  voice 
from  the  tombs  to  an  Illinois  Mason,  the  possession  of  a  degree  known 
as  the  i^ast  master's  degree  having  long-  since  ceased  to  be  a  pre- 
requisite for  installation.  However,  for  two  obvious  reasons  the 
decision  is  correct:  the  recipient  of  a  degree  thus  named  could  have 
no  assurance  that  he  had  the  rig^ht  degree  if  it  were  not  conferred  by 
an  authority  competent  to  install;  and  no  Royal  Arch  Mason  would 
have  the  rig-ht  to  disclose  the  identity  of  the  degrees  to  outsiders  if 
such  identity  existed. 

The  grand  master  issued  a  dispensation  to  a  lodge  to  hold  its  an- 
nual meeting-  one  week  earlier  than  the  regular  date,  the  latter  fall- 
ing- on  Christmas.  A  week  is  not  so  objectionable  as  one  day,  but  we 
have  before  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  dispensation  should  never  be 
issued  to  hold  an  annual  meeting  earlier  than  the  regular  date  unless 
it  be  absolutely  certain  that  the  entire  membership  can  have  notice 
of  the  change. 

Of  waiver  of  jurisdiction  he  says: 

I  have  received  a  number  of  applications,  during  the  year,  request- 
ing- me  to  secure  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  over  candidates  coming  here 
to  reside  from  other  states,  and  before  they  had  been  residents  of  this 
state  twelve  months.  In  every  case  1  have  received  the  reply,  in  ef- 
fect, that  the  candidate  not  being  a  resident  of  their  state  they  had 
nothing-  to  waive,  which,  to  my  mind,  was  an  unanswerable  position. 
In  one  or  two  cases,  however,  by  making  a  personal  appeal  to  the 
grand  master  to  have  the  request  granted  in  order  to  meet  the  re- 
quirement of  our  standing  resolution  of  1887,  I  have  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining the  waiver.  In  one  case,  a  lodge  in  a  sister  jurisdiction  voted 
as  follows:  "While  we  do  not  claim  jurisdiction  of  a  candidate,  yet  if 
we  have  any  it  is  hereby  waived." 

The  grand  master's  position  in  this  is  indeed  unanswerable,  and 
because  he  sees  this  so  clearly  we  wonder  that  he  does  not  also  see 
that  the  recommendation  with  which  the  following  begins  should  not 
contemplate  a  regulation  contingent  on  a  disclaimer  made  by  any- 
body outside  of  Vermont: 

I  respectfully  renew  the  recommendation  of  my  predecessor  of 
one  year  ago,  that  our  regulation  be  modified  so  as  to  allow  the  lodges 
to  assume  jurisdiction  in  cases  where  lodges  in  other  states  disclaim 
to  have  any. 

Several  requests  of  waiver  of  jurisdiction  of  lodges  in  this  state 
have  been  acted  upon  favorably,  and  in  each  case  I  have  given  m}^  ap- 
proval. In  one  instance,  however,  the  waiver  voted  was  conditioned 
upon  the  payment  of  a  portion  of  the  fees  to  the  lodge  granting  it. 
At  the  request  of  the  grand  master  of  the  sister  jurisdiction  I  gave  it 
my  approval,  although  I  could  not  but  feel  that  such  conditions  are 
not  calculated  to  promote  the  best  kind  of  inter-state  Masonic 
harmony. 
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When  an  immigrant  from  another  state  makes  a  bona  fide  settle- 
ment within  the  territory  of  a  Vermont  lodg'e  the  lodge  has  jurisdic 
tion  instanter,  and  no  lodge  elsewhere  can  -make  him  without  its 
consent.  All  this  because  the  jurisdiction  of  a  lodge  over  a  profane 
is  wholly  territorial,  not  personal.  The  grand  master's  first  proposition 
being  true,  the  converse  as  stated  above  is  equally  true. 

The  Illinois  law  requires  that  a  petitioner  for  the  degrees  shall 
have  been  a  resident  of  the  state  a  year,  and  of  the  territory  of  the 
lodge  six  months,  but  this  additional  six  months  required  of  a  new 
settler  in  the  state  above  what  is  required  of  one  who  comes  from  an- 
other portion  of  this  commonwealth,  is  not  imposed  in  deference  to 
any  supposed  claim  on  him  possessed  by  the  lodge  of  the  territory  he 
has  left;  it  is  simply  to  the  end  that  the  lodge  of  his  new  home  may 
have  known  him  long  enough  to  "size  him  up."  In  the  interest  of  a 
clearer  perception  of  sound  law  the  proposed  new  regulation  should 
not  seem  to  attach  any  virtue  to  the  manifestly  superfluous  dis- 
claimer of  any  other  jurisdiction. 

We  have  elsewhere  criticised  the  new-fangled  idea  that  waiver  of 
jurisdiction  by  a  lodge  requires  the  approval  of  the  grand  master. 
The  jurisdiction  over  original  material  resides  nowhere  else  than  in 
the  lodge  of  the  territory  where  it  exists;  hence  that  lodge  possesses 
the  sole  power  to  waive  it. 

The  report  of  the  grand  lecturer  affords  another  illustration  of 
the  truth  of  Pope's  oft  quoted  line,  "Man  never  is,  but  always  to  be 
blest." 

The  grand  lodge  having  arrived  at  that  state  of  gr?ce  when  the 
repugnance  of  the  natural  Mason  to  putting  into  cold  type  and  lock- 
ing up  in  forms  that  which  erst  was  locked  in  the  repository  of  faith- 
ful breasts  had  been  overcome,  finds  that  after  all  the  perfection  of 
its  dreams  has  not  yet  been  attained.  There  is  a  fly  in  the  pot  of 
ointment;  either  the  hand-book,  the  grand  reports,  or  the  ritual  must 
be  revised.  This  means  an  unexpected  outlay  just  at  a  time  when  the 
Vermont  branch  of  the  great  Masonic  banyan  is  about  to  blossom  out 
with  a  new  temple,  and  every  dollar  is  needed.  If  we  might  venture 
a  suggestion  we  would  inquire  whether  it  would  not  be  well  while  the 
revision  is  on,  to  strike  out — as  a  quieting  measure,  akin  to  a  statute 
of  repose — the  obsolescent  portions  of  the  primary  engagements  of 
the  initiate?  The  grand  lecturer — he  will  pardon  us  for  italicizing 
one  of  his  humorous  passages— says: 

The  large  demand  for  both  hand-books  and  rituals  is  only  one  of 
the  indications  of  the  growing  determination  of  the  craft  in  this 
jurisdiction  to  be  thoroughly  well  informed  in  the  work,  lectures,  and 
general  principles  of  the  institution.  The  hand-books  have  been  in 
charge  of  the  grand  secretary,  and  the  grand  lecturer  has  been  re- 
sponsible for  the  sale  of  the  rituals.     It  seems  to  me  that  the  grand 
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secretar}^  is  the  proper  custodian  of  both  the  hand-books  and  rituals, 
the  <rrand  lecturer  merely  acting  as  his  agent  in  the  sale  of  them.  I 
received  from  Past  Grand  Lecturer  Weston  four  hundred  and  seven 
copies  of  the  ritual,  two  of  them  imperfect.  The  remaining  four 
hundred  and  live  have  all  been  disposed  of  by  sale  and  exchange,  and 
a  new  edition  of  one  thousand  copies  printed,  which  are  nearly  ready 
for  delivery.  I  wish  here  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  titles 
of  the  officers  of  the  grand  lodge  as  given  in  the  hand-book  and  in  the 
grand  lodge  reports  do  not  agree  with  the  ritual  for  the  opening  and 
closing  of  the  grand  lodge  as  prepared  by  the  ritual  committee  in 
1877  and  in  the  hands  of  the  grand  lecturer.  I  would  recommend  that 
this  matter  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee  to  report  as  to 
whether  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  revise  the  ritual  referred  to  so 
as  to  agree  with  the  hand-book. 

The  grand  lecturer's  report  indicates  that  the  requirement  of  the 
possession  of  the  degree  of  past  master  as  a  pre-requisite  to  installa- 
tion as  master  must  have  largely  fallen  into  innocuous  desuetude,  as 
at  the  district  meetings  where  the  grand  master  and  he  had  exempli- 
fied it,  they  had  in  some  cases  conferred  it  upon  large  classes  of  pres" 
ent  and  past  masters  who  had  never  received  it.  The  report  of  the 
special  committee  who  had  for  two  years  been  in  labor  with  the  ritual 
of  the  degree  was  received,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file 
in  the  archives.  As  the  grand  secretary  reports  the  receipt  of  S77.90 
from  the  sale  of  the  rituals  of  the  degree,  we  presume  that  last  year's 
proposal  to  print  was  carried  into  elTect,  and  an  item  in  the  grand 
treasurer's  report  indicates  that  the  romance  has  been  copyrighted. 

The  grand  lodge  refused  a  petition  for  a  dispensation  for  a  new 
lodge;  authorized  the  committee  on  temple  to  secure  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  grand  body  or  of  its  trustees  and  to  proceed  to  the  pur- 
chase or  lease  of  a  site  and  the  erection  of  a  temple  subject  only  to 
the  limit  of  expense  as  determined  by  the  grand  body,  and  adopted 
the  following  from  the  jurisprudence  committee: 

Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  touching  re- 
ports to  the  press,  respectfully  rej^ort: 

That  while  Masonry  is  a  secret  institution,  its  teachings  and 
principles  ard  an  open  book  to  the  world. 

We  do  not  commend  any  endorsement  or  parade  of  our  doings,  nor 
would  we,  if  we  could,  prevent  a  fair  presentation  of  news  items. 

It  seems  to  your  committee,  that  the  whole  matter  should  be  left 
to  the  sound  judgment  and  wise  discretion  of  the  members  of  the 
grand  lodge,  and  if  this  is  abused,  some  action  will  be  taken  to  correct 
the  evil;  until  that  time,  no  action  is  called  for. 

The  reports  of  the  district  deputies  show  much  hard  and  effective 
work  done  by  a  corps  of  faithful  officers. 

KlTTREDbE  Haskins,  of  Brattleboro,  grand  master;  Warren  G. 
Reynolds,  Burlington,  grand  secretarj^,  were  re-elected. 
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The  report  on  correspondence  (164  pp.)  by  Past  Grand  Master 
Marsh  O.  Perkins,  is  the  feature  of  the  Vermont  proceedings  for  the 
year,  and  this  may  be  said  without  detracting  from  the  excellent  work 
of  other  hands.  Illinois  for  1895  receives  careful  attention.  Refer- 
ring to  Bro.  Goddard's  address  he  says: 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  will  easily  rank  as  one  of  the 
best  of  the  3'ear.  It  reflects  continuous  and  unflaj^i'ging  zeal  on  the 
jDart  of  a  wise  and  conscientious  steward  in  conserving  the  interests 
of  the  craft,  and  the  brilliant  success  of  his  administration  as  shown 
by  their  prosperity  throughout  the  entire  jurisdiction.  His  official 
acts  include  dispensations  for  five  new  lodges,  the  dedication  of 
several  new  lodge  rooms,  laying  of  a  number  of  corner  stones  of  i^ub- 
lic  buildings,  and  a  large  number  of  visitations,  in  which  he  tried  to 
impress,  at  all  times,  "that  Masonry  should  not  seek  men,  but  be 
sought  by  them  when  they  are  prepared  to  do  so  in  their  own  hearts 
and  of  their  own  motion" — a  lesson  that  should  be  impressed  upon  the 
heart  and  the  mind  of  every  "Son  of  Light." 

And  of  the  grand  lodge  approval  of  his  course  in  the  Hinsdale 
Lodge  matter: 

Commendable  action  on  the  part  of  both,  and  probably  c.  whole- 
some lesson  to  masters  and  members  somewhat  inclined  to  the  idea 
that  the  subordinate  is  "bigger"  than  the  grand  body. 

He  further  says: 

Bro.  Goddard  is  another  grand  master  who  is  in  advance  of  his 
grand  lodge  in  a  broader  construction  of  old  regulations,  and  recom- 
mends that  Illinois  take  a  more  rational  view  of  the  time  limit  over 
rejected  candidates  than  now  prevails.  We  had  hoped  to  find  him 
sustained  by  grand  lodge,  but  read  in  the  proceedings  later  in  the  ses- 
sion, the  re-affirmation  of  the  ilaw  of  perpetual  jurisdiction.  It  s 
somewhat  surprising  that  so  progressive  a  grand  lodge  should  con- 
tinue to  hold  to  the  literal  construction  of  a  regulation  devoid  of 
sense  and  reason,  and  manifestly  weighted  with  injustice.  The  weak- 
ness of  its  hold  upon  the  craft  is  shown  by  the  neces.-ity  of  a  frequent 
re-affirmation  of  the  law,  and  Bro.  Goddard  ma}^  not  be  so  far  in  ad- 
vance of  grand  lodge,  after  all,  as  he  seems  to  be.  He  will  soon  have 
plenty  of  company,  and  reason  and  right  will  yet  prevail. 

If  the  regulation  is  devoid  of  sense  and  reason  and  manifestly 
weighted  with  injustice  it  is  surprising  that  reaffirmation  is  as  fre- 
quent as  the  attacks  upon  it  afford  opportunity. 

Bro.  Perkins  does  us  the  honor  to  "homologate,"  as  our  beloved 
GURNEY  was  wont  to  say,  our  views  on  the  Wisconsin  rule  for  relief, 
and  places  us  under  personal  obligations  by  his  kind  notice.  We  beg 
him  to  increase  the  obligation  by  forf ending  the  justifiable  wrath  of 
Past  Grand  Master  Hall  for  our  unpardonable  oversight  in  permitt- 
ing our  printer  to  rob  him  of  his  good  name.  We  suspect  that  when  we 
read  that  proof  the  printer  was  as  close  behind  us  as  Bro.  Perkins 
suggests  in  his  own  case.  Now,  unfortunately,  our  printer  has  broken 
all  previous  records  and  is  neck  and  neck  with  us,  or  we  should  be 
glad  to  reproduce  from  Bro.  Perkins's  report  many  of  his  strong 
things  so  gracefully  expressed  and  so  "pat"  in  their  application. 
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VICTORIA,  1896. 

7th  Annual.  Melbourne.  March  16. 

• 
Our  last  notice  of  this  grand  lodge  was  down  to  and  including  the 
quarterly  communication  of  June,  1895.  Some  how  the  proceedings 
of  the  September  quarterly  have  got  lost  in  the  shuffle.  We  have 
before  us  the  proceedings  of  the  quarterly  communication  of  Decem- 
ber, 1895,  and  March,  1896. 

At  the  quarterly  of  December  16,  1895,  the  grand  master,  Sir 
Wm.  J.  Clarke,  on  the  throne,  the  representative  of  Illinois,  Edw. 
Edwards,  Jr.,  past  senior  grand  warden,  was  present. 

The  grand  master  ruled,  in  answer  to  a  question  that  the  collars 
of  the  masters,  past  masters,  and  wardens  should  be  worn  in  grand 
lodge. 

Grand  Master  Clarke  nominated  the  governor  of  the  colony, 
Lord  Brassey,  past  grand  warden  of  England,  for  the  office  of  grand 
master,  and  said: 

He  had  seen  Lord  Brassey,  and  explained  the  duties,  and  men- 
tioned the  officers  he  would  have  to  appoint;  and  his  excellency  had 
stated  that  he  would  gladl}^  accept  the  office  if  the  grand  lodge  de- 
sired. The  M.W.  grand  master  stated  that  he  found  he  could  not 
give  the  proper  attention  to  the  business  of  grand  lodge,  as  his  time 
would  be  fully  occupied  during  the  next  two  years.  He  might  men- 
tion that  he  was  not  going  to  England  just  now,  but  in  about  two 
years'  time  he  proposed  doing  so.  It  would  only,  however,  be  a  short 
visit.  His  interests  were  bound  up  in  this  colon}",  where  he  hoped  to 
remain.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  in  March  next  they  would  elect 
Lord  Brassey. 

Following  which: 

V.W.  Bro.  J.  H.  A.  Mathews,  Pres.  Bd.  Gen.  Pur.,  nominated  Bro. 
Sir  Wm.  J.  Clarke  for  the  same  position. 

R.W.  Bro.  Thos.  Smith,  P.S.G.W.,  seconded  the  nomination. 

The  M.W.  grand  master  remarked  that  he  would  only  allow  him- 
self to  be  nominated  on  the  understanding  that  he  would  retire  as 
soon  as  Lord  Brassey  was  ready  to  take  the  position. 

The  following  are  clauses  from  the  report  of  the  board  of  general 
purposes: 

5.  In  reply  to  a  question  from  a  country  lodge,  the  board  was  of 
opinion  ''That  a  past  master,  having  ceased  for  twelve  months  to  be 
a  subscribing  member  of  any  lodge,  is  no  longer  a  member  of  grand 
lodge,  and  cannot  regain  the  right  of  attending  grand  lodge  until  he 
has  again  been  a  subscribing  member  for  the  term  of  twelve  months; 
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but  that,  on  resuming'  payment  of  subscriptions,  he  is  at  once  entitled 
to  all  privileg'es  in  a  private  lodge. 

7.  In  reply  to  a  question  from  a  suburban  lodge,  the  board  de- 
cided "that  a  brother  must  be  a  subscribing  member  to  a  craft  lodge, 
before  being'  eligible  to  occupy  the  position  of  lecture  master,  or 
deputy  lecture  master,  in  a  lodge  of  instruction." 

Relative  to  the  last  clause — 

W.  Bro.  David  Crawcour,  P.  Asst.  G.  Pursvt.,  ■wished  to  know  on 
what  clause  of  the  constitution  the  board  relied  in  framing'  the  reply 
given  in  clause  7. 

The  M.W.  grand  master  said  that  if  the  brother  was  not  a  sub- 
scribing member  of  the  craft,  he  would  not  be  one  whom  the  lodge 
could  control,  and  was  therefore  incompetent  to  take  any  position  in 
a  lodg'e  of  instruction  in  connection  with  a  craft  lodg'e. 

We  confess  that  w^  do  not  understand  this,  as  every  Mason  pres- 
ent, affiliated  or  unaffiliated,  subscribing' or  non-subscribing,  is  equally 
under  the  control  of  the  master  in  the  chair. 

At  the  quarterly  communication  (annual)  of  March  16,  1896,  the 
grand  master.  Sir  Wm.  J.  Clarke,  presided. 

Thirty-one  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented,  Illinois  not  of 
the  number. 

The  grand  master  held  the  whip-row  in  the  matter  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  he  left  no  space  of  time  between  retiring  from  nomination 
as  his  own  successor  and  proclaiming  the  candidate  of  his  choice.  He 
said: 

As  I  mentioned  when  I  was  nominated,  that  if  Bro.  Lord  Brassey 
would  accept  the  position  of  grand  master,  I  would  at  once  retire 
from  nomination,  I  now  do  so  on  the  present  occasion.  As  there  is  no 
other  nomination  except  that  of  his  Excellency  Lord  Brassey,  be- 
sides myself;  I  now  declare  Bro.  Lord  Brassey  duly  elected  M.W. 
Grand  Master  of  the  United  Grand  Lodge  of  Victoria.     (Applause.) 

From  the  various  clauses  in  the  report  of  the  board  of  general 
purposes,  all  of  which  were  adopted,  we  take  the  following: 

.3.  A  country  lodge  inquired  whether  it  was  legal  to  wear  jewels 
of  the  Royal  Arch,  Mark  Master,  and  the  Royal  Ark  Mariner's  de- 
grees, in  a  blue  lodge;  to  which  the  board  replied  "That  rule  251  of 
the  Book  of  Constitutions  forbade  any  jewel  to  be  worn  inconsistent 
with  those  degrees  which  are  recognized  and  acknowledged  by  grand 
lodge,  and  that  rule  1  mentioned  what  those  degrees  were. 

5.  A  letter  was  received  from  a  country  lodge,  stating  that  the 
W.M.  elect  had  not  been  installed,  owing  to  illness,  and  asked  whether 
the  treasurer  and  tyler  were  to  remain  in  office,  or  if  those  lately 
elected  should  should  be  invested  at  the  next  regular  meeting.  The 
board,  having  ascertained  that  the  minutes  of  the  election  meeting 
had  been  confirmed,  replied  "that  the  treasurer  and  tyler  were  duly 
elected,  and  should  be  invested." 
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0  A  country  lodge  wrote,  stating  that  a  candidate  had  been  bal- 
loted for  and  elected  for  initiation,  but  circumstances  had  since  arisen 
which  the  W.M.  considered  would  justify  him  in  refusing-  to  proceed 
further  in  the  matter,  and  inquiring  whether  the  person  in  question 
could  make  a  claim  to  be  initiated;  to  which  the  board  replied,  -'Ap- 
plicant has  no  claim."  Further,  whether  the  lodge  should  return  his 
deposit  forthwith,  or  after  the  next  meeting.  Reply:  "After  next 
meeting."  Also,  "Could  the  lodge  rescind  the  decision  arrived  at  by 
ballot  before  the  confirmation  of  the  minutes,  or  subsequently  by 
special  motion."  The  board  replied,  "That  the  decision  arrived  at 
must  be  rescinded  by  notice  of  motion,  stating  the'  reason." 

11.  A  question  was  asked  as  to  whether  a  senior  warden  (who  had 
served  the  full  twelve  months,  but  had  retired  in  favor  of  the  junior 
warden  at  the  election  of  W.M.)  could  attend  grand  lodge  as  a  past 
warden;  also,  whether  he  could  attend  grand  lodge  by  virtue  of  hav- 
ing been  appointed  junior  warden  in  lieu  of  the  officer  filling  that  sta- 
tion, who  had  resigned  after  having  been  three  months  in  that 
position.     The  board  answered  both  questions  iti  the  negative. 

Parliamentary  methods  prevail  among  our  Australian  brethren 
to  an  extent  unknown  in  our  grand  lodges.  The  question  of  "consid- 
eration" was  raised  on  a  notice  of  motion  duly  moved  and  seconded. 
A  member,  after  stating  that  the  subject  had  been  before  referred  to 
the  board  of  general  purposes  and  reported  on  at  a  previous  meeting, 
moved  "that  grand  lodge  proceed  to  next  business,"  which  prevailed, 
and  the  notice  of  motion  was  shouldered  out. 

The  Rev.  D.  Meadowcroft,  Melbourne,  remains  grand  secretary. 


VIRGINIA,  1895. 

118th  Annual.  Richmond.  DecembebS. 

A  fine  portrait  of  the  late  grand  secretary,  William  B.  Isaacs, 
graces  the  fly-leaf  of  this  volume. 

Past  Grand  Master  Beverly  R.  Willford,  Jr.,  the  representa- 
tive of  Illinois,  was  present  at  all  the  communications. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (J.  P.  Fitzgerald)  is  marked  by 
wisdom,  strength,  and  beauty — a  very  able  production. 

The  grand  master  thus  announced  the  death  of  William  Bryan 
Isaacs,  grand  secretary: 

He  who  for  so  many  years  faithfully  recorded  those  of  your  pro- 
ceedings proper  to  be  written — who,  during  all  those  years,  was  the 
mentor  of  each  grand  master  presiding  in  the  east,  and  upon  whose 
wisdom,  prudence,  fidelity,  and  zeal,  each  could  and  did  with  confi- 
dence rely,  during  my  administration  has  passed  away. 
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Bro.  Isaacs  was  seventy-seven  years  of  age  and  had  lony  been 
prominent  in  Masonry.  A  strong  and  beautiful  memorial,  presumably 
the  work  of  Past  Grand  Master  Wellford,  the  chairman  of  the  spec- 
ial committee,  says  of  his  service: 

In  1843  he  was  appointed  deputy  grand  secretary  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  Virginia,  and  as  such  was  .the  valued  and  efficient  assistant 
of  his  father-in-law,  the  late  venerated  John  Dove,  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  life  of  that  distinguished  officer.  Upon  the  death  of 
Dr.  Dove,  he  was  appointed  by  Grand  Master  Wm.  B.  Taliaferro  as 
grand  secretary,  elected  to  that  office  by  the  grand  lodge  at  its  next 
annual  communication,  and  thereafter  annually  re-elected  with  a 
cordial  unanimity  which  voiced  the  affectionate  confidence  of  all  his 
brethren.  During  the  greater  part  of  this  time  he  filled  with  like  sat- 
isfaction to  his  brethren,  the  offices  of  grand  secretary  of  the  grand 
chapter  and  grand  recorder  of  the  grand  commandery  of  Knights 
Templar  in  Virginia.  In  1883  he  was  elected  at  the  triennial  assembly 
in  St.  Louis,  grand  recorder  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  Knights 
Templar,  and  successively  re-elected  in  1886,  and  1889,  and  1892.  He 
was  the  incumbent  of  all  these  high  offices  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

And  of  his  personality: 

Your  committee  shrink  from  any  attempt  to  give  adequate  ex- 
pression to  the  appreciation  in  which  Bro.  Isaacs  was  held  in  life  and 
is  mourned  in  death  by  this  grand  body  and  all  of  its  subordinates. 
The  feeling  tribute  which  was  paid  to  his  m.mory  by  our  most  wor- 
shipful grand  master  in  his  opening  address,  touched  a  sympathetic 
chord,  and  awakened  a  pathetic  response  in  every  heart  among  us. 
To  those  of  the  brethren  who  have  been  accustomed  to  come  up  from 
year  to  year  to  this  grand  annual  communication,  the  absence  of  his 
kindly  greeting  to  welcome  their  return  is  touchingly  felt,  and  the 
deprivation  of  his  guiding  counsel,  of  his  large  experience,  and  ma- 
tured wisdom  is  appreciated  as  a  great  embarrassment  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  before  us. 

The  grand  lodge  was  convened  for  his  burial. 

The  grand  master  also  announced  the  death  of  the  grand  senior 
warden,  Francis  A.  Reid  at  sixty-one.     His  ending  was  tragic: 

No  lingering  disease  gave  warning  of  his  approaching  end.  In 
the  enjoyment  of  his  accustomed  health,  in  the  exercise  of  his  powers,, 
both  of  body  and  of  mind,  up  to  the  hour  of  his  death,  he  v/ent  about 
in  the  discharge  of  his  usual  avocations,  giving  to  those  most  inti- 
mately associated  with  him,  no  cause  to  suspect  that  cankering  care 
was  then  so  preying  upon  his  mind,  or  that  some  secret  flame  was 
then  so  consuming  the  inner  man,  as  that  reason  was  about  to  lose  her 
sway  over  an  intellect  which  had  successfully  guided  and  directed  the 
business  affairs  of  himself  and  others. 

On  the  23d  of  August  last,  in  the  quietude  of  his  home,  suddenlv 
and  without  premonition,  his  will  lost  its  grasp  upon  the  sceptre  of 
control  over  the  faculties  of  his  being,  and  in  the  delirium  of  the  hour, 
his  own  hand  snapped  the  brittle  thread  of  life  which  moored  him  to 
the  shore  of  time. 

The  grand  master  in  reporting. the  fact  of  an  inquiry  from  Grand 
Master  Goddard  relating  to  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction, 

—21 
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gives  his  views  at  some  len<rth,  adverse  to  the  doctrine,  closing  as 
follows: 

I  also  maintain  that  each  subordinate  lodge  in  this  grand  juris- 
diction is  the  sole  judge  of  the  qualification  of  profanes  residing 
within  its  territory,  to  receive  the  rights  and  benefits  of  ^Masonry,  and 
that  Masonic  comitj^  does  not  require  that  a  veto  upon  the  exercise 
of  that  right  shall  be  lodged  in  another  subordinate  lodge  outside  of 
this  jurisdiction. 

The  committee  on  address  approved  his  views  as  being  in  full  con- 
formity with  Virginia  jurisprudence. 

Of  public  installations  the  grand  master'  says: 

Notwithstanding  at  the  last  grand  annual  commmunication  a 
committee  recommended  "that  the  public  installation  of  officers 
should  not  be  permitted,"  inasmuch  as  such  recommendation  was  not 
then  adopted,  but  laid  over  for  consideration  at  this  communication, 
at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  masters  of  several  of  the  lodges, 
accompanied  by  the  recommendation  of  the  district  deputy  grand 
masters,  I  granted  them  permission  to  publiclj'  install  their  officers 
on  the  24th  of  June.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  with  Amelia  Lodge 
No.  101,  on  that  day.  and  by  request,  publicly  installed  its  officers. 
I  did  not  observe  that  Masonry  suffered  detriment  thereby,  and  I 
have  been  informed  that  the  zeal  of  some  of  the  members  of  the 
lodge  was  quickened,  and  interest  in  Masonry  awakened  in  the  minds 
of  some  observers,  who  hitherto  had  been  indifferent  to  its  claims. 
I  beg.  however,  that  my  grant  of  this  permission  and  what  I  have 
said,  maj^  not  be  taken  as  an  attempt  to  forestall  your  action  on  the 
question  when  it  is  presented  for  consideration,  for  I  shall  listen  with 
pleasure  to  what  may  be  assigned  as  reasons  for  the  proposed  legis- 
lation, and  my  mind  is  open  to  conviction  that  it  is  best  to  adopt  the 
recommendation,  if  such  shall  be  the  conclusion  of  the  committee 
now  having  it  under  advisement. 

His  views  were  not  approved.  The  jurisprudence  committee  be- 
lieved it  to  be  against  the  spirit  of  the  institution,  and  on  their 
recommendation  installations  were  taken  out  of  the  category  of  cere- 
monies which  may  be  public  with  the  permission  of  the  grand  master. 
Why  public  installations  are  more  incompatible  with  the  spirit  of 
the  institution  than  the  public  constitution  of  lodges  or  the  public 
dedication  of  lodge  rooms,  which  the  amended  law  still  jjermits,  the 
committee  do  not  sa}'. 

The  following  decisions,  which  were  approved,  show  that  in  Vir- 
ginia the  master  of  a  lodge  may  in  certain  matters  exercise  powers 
which  in  most  jurisdictions  are  held  to  be  lodged  only  in  the  grand 
master: 

1.  That  the  action  of  a  lodge  suspending  a  brother  for  non- 
payment of  dues  cannot  be  the  subject  of  review,  alteration,  or  rescis- 
sion by  the  lodge  at  a  subsequent  communication,  and  that  if  the 
suspension  was  legal,  the  brother  can  be  reinstated  and  restored 
only  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  iJiw.  But  if  the'suspension  was  ille- 
gal, the  brother  can  be  reinstated  and  restored  by  appeal  to  the 
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grand  master  from  the  decision  of  the  master,  made  when  he  submit- 
ted the  question  of  suspension  to  the  lodge;  or  the  master,  being  sat- 
isfied that  in  so  doing  he  erred,  can  at  a  subsequent  communication, 
without  a  motion,  order  that  the  order  of  suspension  be  set  aside  as 
null  and  void. 

2.  That  a  member  cited  to  appear  at  a  stated  communication,  to 
show  cause  why  he  shall  not  be  suspended  for  non-payment  of  dues, 
can  do  so  at  any  time  during  that  communication,  notwithstanding 
that  before  his  appearance  the  master  had  submitted  the  question 
of  his  suspension  to  a  vote,  and  the  vote  had  been  in  f  aA'or  of  suspen- 
sion, there  being  no  prescribed  order  in  which  the  business  of  a  lodge 
shall  be  dispatched,  and  the  citation  being  to  appear  at  that  com- 
munication, and  not  at  any  particular  period  thereof.  I  further  de- 
cided that  whether  the  cause  so  shown  is  good  and  sufficient  to  cause 
the  master  to  discharge  the  citation  is  a  question  of  law,  to  be  de- 
cided by  him  without  action  of  the  lodge,  from  which  decision  an  ap- 
peal can  be  taken  to  the  grand  master,  either  by  the  member  cited, 
if  adverse  to  him,  or  by  any  other  member,  if  favorable  to  the  de- 
linquent. 

The  grand  master  had  the  usual  onerous  duty  of  examining  many 
codes  of  lodge  by-laws,  and  in  them  he  found  many  things  provocative 
of  discussion  and  criticism.  He  justly  animadverts  on  all  attempts 
to  curtail  eligibilities  and  franchises  by  self-acting  by-laws  which  pre- 
scribe such  deprivations  for  being  in  arrears  for  dues,  and  properlj^ 
maintains  that  there  can  be  no  deprivation  of  rights  without  due  pro- 
cess of  law.  He  takes  so  extreme  a  view  of  the  powers  and  preroga- 
tives of  the  master  that  if  it  were  generally  to  prevail  there  would 
be  little  left  of  any  code  of  by-laws. 

The  committee  on  address  touch  upon  both  of  these  points  that 
we  have  made  the  subject  of  remark,  and  say,  wisely,  we  think: 

We  are  also  of  opinion  that  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  a  subordi- 
nate lodge  by  any  by-law  to  add  to  or  take  from  the  brethren  any  of 
their  Masonic  rights  and  privileges  or  to  expose  them  to  any  other 
form  of  punishment,  or  to  liability  to  discipline  for  any  offences  other 
than  those  recognized  as  such  or  in  any  other  manner  than  is  pre- 
scribed by  the  laws  of  the  grand  lodge  and  the  constitutions  of  Ma- 
sonry. We  cannot,  however,  concur  with  the  grand  master  in  all  of 
his  opinions  upon  this  subject.  The  .power  of  the  subordinate  lodges 
to  enact  by-laws  is  not  only  recognized  in  their  charters,  but  it  is  en- 
joined upon  them  as  a  duty  to  keep  a  record  of  them  upon  their  books. 
The  proclivity  to  error  in  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  however,  is  so 
clearly  set  forth  in  the  grand  master's  address  as  abundantly  to  vin- 
dicate the  wisdom  of  the  law  which  requires  the  approval  of  the  grand 
master  to  every  original  code  and  to  every  amendment  thereof.  This 
labor,  he  has  shown,  is  very  onerous,  and  the  burthen,  instead  of  less- 
ening, appears  to  be  increasing  every  year. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  five  new  lodges  and  continued  one 
under  dispensation;  requested  the  masters  of  all  the  lodges  to  appoint 
committees  to  raise  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  the  Masonic  Home, 
about  $5,000  being  required  for  the  year;  found  its  committee  on  ap- 
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peals  happily  without  occupation;  took  the  matter  of  adopting  a  uni- 
form code  of  by-laws  for  the  lodges  under  advisement,  and  adopted 
the  following",  reported  by  the  committee  on  propositions: 

Whereas,  The  use  and  sale  of  alcoholic  liquors  as  a  beverage  is 
a  most  serious  evil  and  obstacle  to  the  promotion  and  progress  of 
Freemasonry;  and  whereas  it  causes  the  downfall  of  untold  numbers 
of  our  fellow  creatures  and  endangers  the  integrity  of  our  grand  and 
noble  order  of  Freemasonry,  and  as  temperance  is  the  first  cardinal 
virtue  of  our  order,  and  as  Masonry  should  always  discourage  the 
evils  of  intemperance  and  never  encourage  any  of  its  influence:  there- 
fore be  it 

Besolved,  That  no  person  who  is  in  any  way  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
alcoholic  liquors  as  a  beverage  shall  be  eligible  to  take  any  of  the 
Masonic  degrees  in  this  grand  jurisdiction. 

2.  That  any  member  of  a  lodge  not  now  engaged  in  the  sale  of 
liquors  as  a  beverage  who  shall  hereafter  so  engage,  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  unmasonic  conduct  and  be  dealt  with  accordingly. 

3.  That  any  person  hereafter  initiated,  passed,  or  raised,  or  ad- 
mitted to  membership  in  a  lodge  in  this  grand  jurisdiction  who  shall 
engage  in  the  liquor  business,  as  referred  to,  shall  likewise  be  deemed 
guilty  of  unmasonic  condvict,  and  dealt  with  accordingly. 

J.  P.  Fitzgerald,  of  Farmville,  was  elected  grand  master:  Geo. 
W.  Carrington,  Richmond,  elected  grand  secretary. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence.  Past  Grand  Master  Wm.  F. 
Drinkard  is  continued  at  the  head  of  the  committee,  and  we  are  glad 
to  see  that  his  health  was  such  as  to  permit  of  his  presence  at  this 
communication. 


WASHINGTON,    1896. 
39th  Annual.  Seattle.  June  9. 

The  fly-leaf  bears  the  portrait  of  the  retiring  grand  master. 

No  less  than  thirteen  past  grand  masters  graced  this  communi- 
cation with  their  presence. 

A  worthj^  address  of  welcome  was  delivered  in  behalf  of  the  local 
fraternity  by  Bro.  A.  M.  Burns:  most  gracefully  responded  to  by  Jun- 
ior Grand  Warden  Stephen  J.  Chadwick. 

The  grand  master,  William  Wallace  Witherspoon,  announced 
the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Elisha  P.  Ferry,  aged  seventy.  He 
was  a  native  of  Michigan  but  came  to  Illinois  in  1846,  and  while  resid- 
ing here  held  many  positions  of  honor  and  trust,  among  which  were 
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mayor  of  Waukegan,  presidential  elector,  member  of  the  constitu- 
tional convention  of  1861,  bank  commissioner,  assistant  adjutant-gen- 
eral on  Gov.  Yates'  staff,  with  rank  of  colonel,  during  the  war.  In 
1869,  he  was  appointed  surveyor-general  of  Washington  Territory, 
and  was  territorial-governor  from  1872  to  1885.  He  was  also  the  first 
elected  governor  of  the  state  of  Washington,  serving  three  years. 
Also  dead  were  Laban  R.  Grimes,  state  auditor,  well  known  to  the 
craft  throughout  the  state,  and  H.  C.  Aschenfelder,  a  young  man 
and  Mason  of  great  promise. 

The  obituary  committee  report  also  the  death  of  W.  W.  Upton, 
president  of  the  Masonic  Veteran  Association  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, formerly  chief  justice  of  Oregon  and  later  comptroller  of  the' 
treasury  under  President  Hayes.  He  was  the  father  of  Past  Grand 
Orator  W.  H.  Upton,  of  Washington. 

The  grand  master  reports  eleven  decisions,  in  part,  as  follows: 

No.  1.  Can  a  brother  Mason  who  has  lost  the  first  joint  of  his 
right  thumb  serve  as  warden  or  master  of  a  lodge?     He  can. 

No.  2.  A  pastor  of  a  church,  hired  to  preach  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  two  lodges,  resides  with  his  family  in  one  jurisdiction  part  of 
the  year,  and  then  moves  to  the  other  jurisdiction  and  lives  the  bal- 
ance of  the  year.  Has  a  lodge  in  either  jurisdiction  the  right  to 
receive  his  petition?  No.  The  petitioner  must  be  an  actual  resident 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  a  lodge  for  one  year  before  the  petition  can 
be  received. 

No.  3.  A  brother  whose  advancement  is  stayed  for  cause,  or  fails 
to  present  himself  for  advancement,  cannot,  under  any  law  of  Ma- 
sonry, claim  a  return  of  the  fee  or  any  part  thereof. 

No.  4.  What,  if  any,  claim  has  the  divorced  wife  of  a  Master  Ma- 
son upon  the  fraternity?  (2d.)  What'claim,  if  any,  has  a  wife  divorced 
from  a  Master  Mason  when  divorce  was  granted  after  the  brother 
was  suspended  from  his  lodge?  (3d.)  Do  the  children  of  such  have 
any  claim  under  above  conditions?  Ans.  All  claims  of  a  brother  Ma- 
son's wife  on  Masonry  cease  when  she  is  legally  separated  from  her 
husband.  The  rights  of  the  minor  children  follow  the  standing  in 
Masonry  of  the  father. 

No.  6.  Can  a  lodge  receive  the  petition,  elect,  and  initiate  a  man 
who  acts  as  agent  for  a  liquor  manufacturer,  taking  orders,  but  not 
handling  the  goods  himself?  Ans.  The  statutes  of  this  grand  juris- 
diction makes  no  exception  in  favor  of  an  agent  or  traveling  sales- 
man for  a  manufacturer  or  wholesale  dealer  in  liquors;  or  in  fact  any 
one  in  the  employ  of  a  dealer  in  intoxicating  liquors  for  anv  other 
than  strictly  medicinal  or  sacramental  purposes.  I  therefore  hold 
that  the  lodge  cannot  receive  the  petition. 

No.  7.  Can  a  lodge  grant  a  dimlt  at  a  stated  communication  to 
take  effect  at  a  subsequent  stated  communication?  No.  When  a 
brother  presents  a  written  petition  to  his  lodge  requesting  a  dimit  it 
should  be  granted  without  any  qualification,  provided  he  has  complied 
with  the  by-laws  of  his  lodge,  and  no  objection  is  interposed  of  such  a 
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character  as  would  justify  the  preferrini^  of  charg'es.  A  dimit  must 
be  g'ranted  at  a  stated  meeting'  of  the  lodge.  A  vote  is  unnecessary. 
Membership  ceases  and  the  dimit  takes  date  from  and  after  the 
action  of  i:he  lodge. 

No.  11.  "A  candidate  applied  in  regular  form  for  the  degrees, 
and,  upon  report  of  the  committee,  was  duly  elected  by  ballot.  During 
the  ceremony  the  senior  warden  discovered  that  the  candidate's  left 
heel  could  not  be  brought  to  touch  the  lloor  by  about  one  inch,  and 
called  for  a  ruling  from  the  master  before  proceeding  further.  The 
worthy  master  ruled  that  the  candidate  could  conform  literally  to 
what  the  several  degrees  respectively  required  of  him  and  proceeded 
to  confer  the  Entered  Apprentice  degree  upon  him.  Was  the  ruling 
right  or  wrong?  And  is  it  proper  to  confer  the  balance  of  the  degrees 
upon  the  candidate?"  Held,  That  the  slight  defect  in  the  candidate's 
foot  should  not  debar  him  from  receiving  the  degrees  in  Masonry. 

All  his  decisions  passed  muster  with  the  jurisprudence  committee 
and  the  grand  lodge  except  the  latter  part  of  No.  10,  it  being  held  re- 
garding this  that  lodges  are  chargeable  with  grand  lodge  dues  upon 
all  honorary  members  borne  on  the  rolls  from  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution  of  1892.  Touching  the  first  part  of  the  decision  the 
decision  the  committee  sa}*: 

No.  10.  As  to  the  status  of  honorary  members,  your  committee 
ag'rees  with  the  most  worshipful  grand  master.  It  is  a  rule  of  civil 
law  that  the  repeal  of  a  repealing  act  revives  the  former  law  and 
ends  all  actions  pendente  lite.  Rights  fully  acquired  during  the  time 
the  repealing  act  was  in  force  are  unimpaired  by  the  revival  of  the 
old  law. 

No.  11  is  made  a  text  for  the  following  by  the  committee: 

No.  11  is  in  accord  with  former  decisions  of  this  grand  lodge  (see 
Proceedings  1891,  p.  373),  where  Grand  iMaster  Edmiston  decided  that 
the  loss  of  an  eye  was  no  disqualification.  Your  committee,  however, 
consider  the  physical  defect  mentioned  in  this  decision  so  slight  that 
it  could  hardly  be  called  a  defect  in  comparison  with  the  loss  of  an 
eye.  Your  committee  would  not  condemn  the  apparent  willingness 
of  this  grand  lodge  to  permit  lodges  to  overlook  minor  phj^sical  imper- 
fections. 

We  question  the  correctness  of  No.  3.  A  lodge,  like  a  Mason, 
should  eat  no  man's  bread  for  naught.  If,  in  the  exercise  of  his  own 
free  will  and  accord,  a  brother  should  elect  not  to  advance  beyond 
the  first  degree,  the  law  of  equity — which  ought  to  be  the  law  between 
Masons — would  require  that  he  have  a  corresponding  rebate. 

A  master  of  a  lodge  under  dispensation,  which  subsequently  re- 
ceives a  charter,  having  conferred  the  degree  of  Entered  Apprentice 
upon  a  candidate  in  the  interim  between  the  surrender  of  the  dispen- 
sation and  the  constitution  under  the  charter,  the  grand  master  cor- 
rectly held  that  the  subject  of  this  unauthorized  work  was  a  proper 
one  for  healing. 
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The  time  of  the  grand  lodge  was  largely  occupied  with  work  cut 
out  for  it  by  the  able  digest  commission,  of  which  the  gifted  and  eru- 
dite Wm.  H.  Upton  is  chairman  and  Past  Grand  Masters  Thomas  M. 
Reid  and  Joseph  M.  Taylor  members.  The  commission  finding  that 
it  had  been  probably  unlawfully  appointed,  did  not  proceed  with  the 
contemplated  digest,  but  devoted  itself  to  an  evident  need  of  prior 
revision,  and  reported  the  result  of  its  labors  in  proposed  amendments 
and  in  the  draft  of  a  plan  superior  to  that  contemplated  in  their  ap- 
pointment. Some  of  the  proposed  changes  are  accompanied  with 
comments  of  great  value  and  importance.  This  is  especially  true 
with  regard  to  the  proposed  change  in  the  law  touching  non-payment 
of  dues,  on  lines  which  the  commissioners  thus  forshadow: 

Upon  this  subject  theuviews  of  your  commissioners  are,  in  a  nut 
shell,  that  lodge  dues  are  the  price  paid  for  the  privilege  of  belonging 
to  a  particular  lodge:  that  when  that  price  is  not  paid  that  privilege 
should  cease,  and  that  the  loss  of  membership  should  be  the  only  result 
of  failure  to  pay  the  price  of  membership.  Not  only  is  this  the  view 
anciently  held  everywhere  and  adhered  to  by  many  grand  lodges  to 
this  day,  but  it  is  the  one  which  was  dominant  in  this  grand  lodge 
through  much  the  greater  part  of  its  existence.  It  is  now  held  by 
nearly  all,  if  not  quite  all,  Masonic  writers  who  have  given  the  sub- 
ject attention,  that  a  Mason  becomes  endowed  with  certain  privileges 
bv  reason  of  his  initiation  into  the  universal  fraternity,  and  with 
other  and  entirely  different  privileges  because  of  his  good  fortune  in 
being  a  member  of  some  particular  lodge  ;  that  he  may  justly  forfeit 
the  privileges  which  the  lodge  bestows,  if  he  fails  to  comply  with  the 
contract  to  pay  dues  which  he  has  made  with  the  lodge  ;  but  that 
there  is  no  warrant  in  reason  or  in  the  genius  of  the  Masonic  institu- 
tion for  holding  that  his  breach  of  one  contract — that  with  the  lodge 
— shall  forfeit  rights  which  he  acquired  under  an  entirely  ditt'erent 
contract — that  into  which  he  entered  with  the  institution  itself  at 
the  time  of  his  initiation,  the  financial  part  of  which  he  complied 
with  before  he  was  first  taken  by  the  hand  as  a  brother.  In  other 
words,  that  suspension  or  expulsion  '-from  all  the  rights  and  privil- 
eges of  Masonry"'  is  an  unwarranted  penalt}'  for  the  non-payment  of 
dues.  Other  objections  may  also  be  urged  against  this  penalty.  It 
seems  to  us  that  any  man  who  has  an  adequate  conception  of  the  dis- 
grace of  being'  branded,  even  for  an  hour,  as  a  suspended  Mason  must 
regard  this  as  too  severe  a  penalty  for  the  infraction  of  a  lodge  regu- 
lation. When  a  grave  ott'ence  involving  moral  turpitude  maj',  under 
our  law,  be  visited  in  certain  cases,  with  no  other  penalty  than  a 
reprimand,  and  when  breaches  of  other  lodge  duties,  possibly  quite 
as  important  as  the  duty  to  pay  dues,  are  hiibitually  and  everywhere 
overlooked  entirely,  suspension  from  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Masonry — with  all  its  attendant  humiliation  and  disgrace — seems  a 
penalty  altogether  out  of  proportion  to  the  oft'ence.  It  is  also— how- 
ever much  we  may  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact— using  Masonry  as  an  en- 
gine to  collect  debts. 

We  hail  this  with  especial  pleasure,  coming  as  it  does  from  what 
may  properly  be  called  a  frontier  jurisdiction,  albeit  one  in  which 
more  liberal  views  have  always  prevailed  on  this  subject  than  in 
others  where  the  relentless  cry  of  "Shoot   them  as  they  run"  has 
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reflected  the  attitude  towards  delinquents  for  dues  and  unaffiliated 
Masons,  of  a  majority  so  strong  that  no  one  dared  or  cared  to  protest. 

Substantially  the  views  of  the  commissioners  as  above  stated  were 
sustained  in  the  approval  of  corresponding  legislation,  and  we  are 
also  glad  to  note  that  in  conformity  with  the  following  the  word 
"subordinate"  was  stricken  from  the  constitution,  by-laws,  regula- 
tions, and  statutes,  wherever  occurring: 

At  several  places  in  our  law  the  adjective  "subordinate"  occurs 
in  connection  with  the  word  "lodge."  The  use  of  this  word  in  this 
connection  is  not  ancient,  but  is  borrowed  from  the  vocabulary  of 
younger  societies.  It  has  been  seriously  questioned  whether  the  ad- 
jective is  an  apt  or  honorable  one  to  apply  to  so  ancient  and  dignified 
an  institution  as  a  Masonic  lodge.  The  two  bodies  known  to  Ancient 
Craft  Masonry  are  not  grand  and  subordinate  lodges,  but  are  grand 
lodges  and  lodges.  Whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  propriety  of  the 
use  of  the  word  under  other  circumstances,  we  are  prepared  to  state 
that  there  is  no  clause  or  phrase  anywhere  in  the  laws  of  this  grand 
lodge  which  is  made  more  clear  or  explicit  by  the  presence  in  it  of 
this  word. 

Respecting  Masonic  burial  the  amended  law  takes  this  shape: 

"The  right  to  Masonic  burial  is  not  an  absolute  one.  Masonic  bur- 
ial is  a  privilige  for  the  lodge  to  bestow  or  deny,  and  may  be  extended 
to  non-affiliated  Masons  in  good  standing,  as  well  as  to  members  of 
the  lodge.  It  is  for  the  lodge  or  master  to  determine;  and  no  worthy 
brother  Master  Mason  should  be  denied  this  sacred  rite." 

And  this  with  reference  to  display  and  advertising  one's  Masonry 
for  profit: 

No  lodge  or  Mason  shall  appear  in  Masonic  clothing  in  any  public 
procession  or  at  any  public  meeting  or  place,  except  it  be  upon  a 
strictly  Masonic  occasion  or  in  the  performance  of  a  Masonic  duty, 
ceremony,  or  custom;  and  n'jt  then,  except  for  the  burial  of  a  brother, 
without  the  consent  of  the  grand  master.  Nor  shall  any  Mason  ex- 
hibit any  Masonic  emblem  upon  any  sign,  flag,  or  banner  except  in  a 
Masonic  procession,  or  upon  any  place  of  business  or  business  ad- 
vertisement; or  use  any  such  emblem  or  the  words  "Masonic"  or 
"Masonry"  in  connection  with  any  business  enterprise  except  the  pub- 
lication of  books,  magazines,  or  other  literature. 

A  jurisdiction  with  such  provisions  bristling  from  a  code  not  oth- 
erwise inconsistent  with  them  has  got  itself  in  pretty  close  touch 
with  the  original  plan  of  Masonry. 

Another  provision  of  the  revised  code,  based  as  it  seems  to  us  on 
common  sense,  settles  the  question  of  conferring  the  first  as  well  as 
the  other  two  degrees  by  and  upon  request: 

"If  a  person  shall  have  been  elected  in  one  lodge  to  receive  the 
three  degrees,  and  shall,  at  the  request  of  such  lodge,  and  on  its  be- 
half, receive  the  degrees  or  either  of  them  in  another  lodge,  no  pe- 
tition, references,  or  ballot  shall  be  necessary  in  the  last  named 
lod<re." 
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Of  which  the  committee  say: 

As  this  section  now  stands  the  conferring  of  the  first  degree  by 
courtesy  is  prohibited,  and  your  committee  can  see  no  good  reason 
why  one  lodge  may  not  be  permitted  to  confer  the  first  degree  on  the 
material  of  another  lodge  at  its  request.  By  reason  of  the  peculiar 
construction  of  this  section  this  grand  lodge  in  1891  approved  a  de- 
cision of  the  grand  master  holding  that  a  lodge  could  not  confer  the 
first  degree  by  courtesy  without  a  dispensation  from  the  grand 
master. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  five  new  lodges;  listened  to  a  practical 
address  by  the  grand  orator,  John  Arthur,  in  which  he  briefly  con- 
sidered the  conditions  out  of  which  Masonry  grew;  remembered  with 
a  message  of  sympathy  and  hope  Past  Grand  Master  Haller,  absent 
from  severe  illness;  sent  a  resolution  declaring  guilty  of  a  Masonic 
offence  Masons  found  engaged  in  the  liquor  traffic,  and  gave  the  fol- 
lowing conclusive  reasons  for  rejecting  the  Wisconsin  relief  rule: 

That  we  consider  charity  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  of  Free- 
masonry, charity  for  all  mankind,  but  under  no  consideration  can  we 
believe  that  it  should  be  circumscribed  by  the  limits  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  lodge  or  grand  lodge.  It  should  be  like  the  bount}^  of  God 
who  sendeth  rain  upon  the  just  and  the  unjust.  We  consider  that 
each  Mason  is  bound  to  contribute  to  the  relief  of  distressed  worthy 
brothers  so  far  as  his  necessities  require  and  the  donor's  ability  per- 
mits, he,  of  course,  finding  the  recipient  worthy;  therefore,  the  gift 
must  be  that  of  pure  charity,  for  the  love  of  the  brethren,  and  for 
mankind,  and  without  hope  of  fee  or  reward.  Your  committee  do  not 
consider  this  either  a  reformatory  or  beneficiary  society.  Masonry 
is  a  law  unto  itself,  and  under  no  circumstances  can  it  permit  local 
or  class  legislation  to  hamper  its  influence  or  bind  it  by  pecuniary 
contracts  subversive  of  its  landmarks  or  broad  principles  of  the  order. 

Yancey  Crawford  Blalock,  of  Walla  Walla,  was  elected  grand 
master;  Thomas  Milburne  Reed,  Olympia,  re-elected  grand  sec- 
retary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (187  pp.)  is  chiefly  the  work  of  the 
grand  secretary,  Past  Grand  Master  Thomas  M.  Reed,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  but  the  proceedings  of  seven  foreign  and  an  equal 
number  of  American  grand  lodges,  including  Illinois,  were  reviewed 
by  Bro.  William  H.  Upton. 

"A  neat  half-tone  portrait  of  a  handsome  and  intelligent  young 
man  introduces  us  to  Grand  Master  Leroy  A.  Goddard  as  we  open 
the  substantial  volume  which  this  jurisdiction  sends  forth,"  is  the 
first  stroke  on  Bro.  Upton's  picture  of  Illinois  for  1895. 

Another  stroke  in  strong  colors  is  this: 

During  the  session  a  brother  stated  "that  there  is  not  a  square 
five  miles"  (?) — a  five-miles  square  — "upon  which  a  lodge  is  not 
planted." 

In  view  of  these  figures,  the  exaggeration  by  the  grand  master  in 
his  address,  that  the  grand  lodge  meets  in  the  interest  of  "the  fifty- 
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two  thousand  Freemasons"  of  Illinois,  is  mild  in  comparison  with  his 
description  of  Chicajjo  as  "the  jrreatest  and  most  ma<i"niticent  cit3'  of 
the  age;"'  but  even  that  pales  beside  the  product  of  the  brilliant 
imagination  of  Bro.  John  Corson  Smith,  who.  in  presenting  to  the 
grand  lodge  corn,  wine,  and  oil  which  he  had  brought  from  the  former 
capital  of  the  most  intolerant  religion  of  all  antiquit}',  and  the  birth- 
place of  the  most  intoltrant  religion  of  modern  times,  said  he  brought 
it  "from  the  cradle  of  religious  liberty,  .Jerusalem."  We  wonder,  by 
the  way,  what  kind  of  corn  it  was;  but  we  would  acknowledge  the 
corn  for  a  bottle  or  two  of  the  wine. 

In  characterizing  Bro.  Goddard'S  reference  to  "the  fifty-two 
thousand  Freemasons"  of  Illinois  as  a  mild  exaggeration — which  he 
thinks  he  has  warranted  himself  in  doing  by  first  giving  the  figures  of 
the  committee  on  chartered  lodges,  "50,727  members  of  whom  47,335 
were  residents  of  Illinois,"  he  forgets  that  in  Illinois,  as  in  Washing- 
ton, the  grand  lodge  meets  in  the  interest  of  the  unaffiliated  Masons 
as  well  as  of  the  members  of  lodges,  a  fact  which  brings  out  in  strong 
relief  the  conservative  character  of  the  grand  master's  understate- 
ment. The  decisions  of  the  grand  master,  he  thinks,  are  too  self-evi- 
dently  correct  to  need  repetition.  As  a  specimen  of  his  deft  handling 
of  the  brush  in  "filling  in"  we  take  the  following: 

He  (the  grand  master)  informs  us  that  the  command  of  the  grand 
lodge — which  we  criticised  last  year — that  a  certain  "trial"'  should 
result  in  conviction  and  expulsion,  had  been  obeA-ed:  certifies  that  Illi- 
nois has  no  cipher  code:  thinks  Cuba  ought  to  be  rerognized — Mason- 
icall}'— by  Illinois,  and  correctly  st3'les  the  Wisconsin  theory  of 
Masonic  relief,  "anew  departure."  He  thinks— and  something  can  be 
said  in  favor  of  the  idea — that  funerals  and  other  public  ceremonials 
should  be  conducted  by  Masons— or,  as  he  savs.  b}^  the  master — but 
not  by  the  lodge;  because  a  lodge  ought  not  to  be  open  and  at  labor  in 
public.  We  think  it  should  not  be  open  either  at  labor  or  at  refresh- 
ment in  public.  He  suggested  a  very  mild  modification  of  the  doc- 
trine of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  under  which  he  rightly  stated,  that 
bundle  of  prejudices  which  we  style  a  man  is  given  the  power — 

"To  hold  the  brand  against  the  applicant  so  long  as  they  both  live, 
regardless  of  merit  or  a  change  of  location  or  circumstances;  *  *  *■ 
perpetual  ownership;  a  strange  law.  and  one  not  supported  by  the 
ancient  regulations." 

Grand  lodge  did  not  agree  with  him  as  to  either  of  the  last  two 
ideas;  but  some  day  she  Avill  undoubtlj-  revert  to  the  ancient  usage. 
It  granted  five  charters  for  lodges:  listened  to  an  oration  from  R.W. 
Bro.  John  C.  Black;  recognized  the  grand  lodge  of  New  Zealand:  went 
to  DeKalb  and  laid  the  corner  stone  of  a  normal  school;  and  paid  its 
Tyler  one-third  as  much  as  it  did  its  almost  matchless  committee  on 
correspondence.  Returning  from  DeKalb,  it  quietl}-  paid  a  little  bill 
of  $."W1.20  for  the  privilege  of  doing  work  for  its  generous  host — "the 
great  and  growing  commonwealth  of  Illinois."  to  quote  M.W.  Bro. 
Goddard — and  then  very  properly  resolved  not  to  pay  such  bills  in  the 
future. 

Of  other  matters  he  says: 

Several  proposed  changes  of  the  by-laws  were  introduced  and  go 
over  for  consideration  next  year,  the  most  important  of  which  is  one 
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to  excide  that  poisonous  parasite,  "perpetual  jurisdiction."  Another 
was  a  resolution  declaring' — not  maMng,  for  it  is  already  so -it  untna- 
sonic  to  use  the  name  of  Masonry  for  advertising  purposes. 

He  gives  the  Illinois  report  on  correspondence  very  generous  no- 
tice; generous  in  the  amount  of  attention,  thought  expended,  and 
otherwise. 

He  says  our  conclusion  that  when  a  man  has  accepted  the  condi_ 
tions  of  Illinois  law,  whereby  the  personal  jurisdiction  of  the  reject- 
ing lodge  is  inalienable  save  by  its  own  action,  his  status  being 
lawfully  fixed,  where  fixed,  is  lawful  everywhere,  rests,  in  his  opinion, 
"upon  several  false  assumptions  of  fact,  one  of  which  is  that  a  pro- 
fane, by  petitioning,  'accepts  the  conditions  of  Illinois  law,"  of  which 
he  is  presumed  to  be  ignorant." 

Whatever  may  be  the  presumption,  the  fact  is  that  in  his  peti- 
tion he  distinctly  takes  them  for  better  or  worse,  promising  in  advance 
obedience  to  all  the  established,  usages  and  customs  of  the  fraternity. 

"Another  [false  assumption  of  fact]  is,"  he  says,  "as  to  what  the 
status  of  a  rejected  petitioner  is,"  and  continues: 

His  status,  as  we  pointed  out  under  Maine  last  year,  is  that  of  a 
man  whom  some  one  person  in  an  Illinois  Lodge  some  time  ago  did  not 
want.  Indiana  recognizes  that  status  fully;  and  then  very  properly 
passes  on  the  entirely  different  question,  whether  it  wants  him  noiv. 

This  is  an  assumption  that  he  is  not  warranted  in  making,  the 
secret  ballot  existing  to  the  express  end  that  the  "dont  want  him" 
shall  not  be  the  voice  of  some  one  person,  but  the  voice  of  the  organ- 
ized fraternity.  Moreover,  this  objection  goes  not  to  the  fixing  of  his 
status,  but  to  the  possible  injustice  of  the  motives  which  led  to  its 
being  so  fixed. 

He  quotes  the  following  from  our  report: 

"The  majority  report  was  concurred  in,  with  the  result  of  over- 
ruling the  grand  master's  decision  in  a  case  where  it  precisely  fitted 
the  grounds  taken  on  [in]  the  report  which  overthrew  it." 

And  thus  explains: 

We  think  this  is  unjust  to  the  committee.  The  grand  master  did 
not  really  answer,  in  No.  34,  the  question  put  to  him.  The  only  "de- 
cision" he  made  was  that  if  certain  facts — and  no  others — existed, 
Mr.  Webber's  Masonic  residence  was  Dayton.  This  would  be  mislead- 
ing if  permitted  to  go  unnoticed;  and  the  'grand  lodge  and  committee 
held,  correctly  we  think,  that  one  other  fact  must  exist  to  make 
Dayton  his  Masonic  residence,  viz.,  actual  residence  there. 

To  our  question— prompted  by  the  reversal  of  a  decision  that 
"seven  master  Masons  constitute  a  quorum,"  and  asked  for  informa- 
tion— whether  in  Washington  a  less  number  than  seven  can  hold  a 
charter  against  a  majority  vote  to  surrender  it,  he  replies: 
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Our  constitution  does  not  empower  this  committee — any  more 
than  it  authorizes  grand  masters— to  decide  questions  of  Masonic  law; 
but  we  will  venture  to  reply  to  this  inquir}^.  One  of  our  by-laws  pro- 
vides that  a  charter  rannot  be  surrendered  if  seven  are  willing^  to  hold 
it,  and  further  provides  that,  even  if  seven  cannot  be  found  to  hold  it, 
no  act  of  surrender  shall  be  considered  final  until  approved  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  grand  lodge.  This  is  an  acknowledgment  that  cases 
might  arise  where  grand  lodge  would  permit  a  charter  to  be  held  by 
less  than  seven:  in  other  words,  that  there  is  no  peculiar  sanctity,  in 
this  connection,  about  the  number  seven,  and  that  seven  are  not  re- 
quired by  any  landmark  or  other  unwritten  law  or  ancient  usage. 
This  is  all  that  the  advocates  of  "three  or  more"  have  ever  claimed. 

We  depart  from  our  usual  custom  enough  to  say  that  we  heartily 
reciprocate  Bro.  Upton's  acknowledgments. 

Bro.  Reed's  work  is  up  to  his  highest  water  mark  of  excellence, 
although  performed  under  physical  conditions  that  must  have  been  a 
heavyhandicap.  In  his  conclusion  he  pleasantly  and  temperately 
comments  upon  subjects  now  uppermost,  among  others  the  following- 

The  question  of  the  legitimacy  of  the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico  is 
also  being  considered  by  several  grand  lodges,  and  ably  discussed  by 
gVand  masters  and  committees  on  correspondence.  We  have  not  (per- 
sonally) taken  any  part  in  this  discussion,  but  from  the  light  now 
before  us  we  believe  that  any  formal  recognition  of  the  legitimacy  of 
that  body  is  at  this  time  premature,  and  a  great  mistake.  We  also 
fully  concur  in  the  apropos  opinion  expressed  by  Bro.  Chambers,  of 
Quebec,  and  by  others  of  like  view,  that  those  who  have  undertaken 
"to  establish  the  legitimacy  of  the  principles  and  practices  of  the 
Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico  have  adduced  that  which  in  our  opinion  proves 
exactly  the  contrary. 

Referring  to  the  doctrine  of  perpetual  jurisdiction,  which  he 
abominates  from  original  conviction  and  long  habit,  he  says: 

The  rules  proposed  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Mississippi  on  this 
subject  have  only  in  a  few  instances  received  unqualified  indorse- 
ment. But  we  believe  their  presentation  has  been  fruitful  of  good 
results,  leading  up  toward  a  better  understanding  of  the  merits  of  the 
question,  and  most  likely  in  the  near  future  to  some  satisfactor}' 
agreement,  or  basis  of  agreement,  between  all  grand  lodges,  if  such  is 
at  all  possible.  In  our  opinion,  the  outlook  for  an  early  adjustment 
of  this  question  on  some  generally  acceptable  plan  is  hopeful.  The 
trend  of  Masonic  feeling  and  opinion. is  now  in  that  direction.  The 
principal  point,  seemingly,  now  to  agree  upon,  is  the  length  of  time 
ineligibilit3'^'should  attach  to  a  candidate,  resident  or  non-resident, 
after  rejection — whether  for  one,  two,  three,  five,  or  seven  years. 

Viewing  the  doctrine  from  a  standpoint  quite  different  from  Bro. 
Reed's,  we  are  quite  willing  to  try  to  consider  dispassionately  any 
proposition  that  promises  to  bring  about  a  reasonabl}'  harmonious 
consensus  of  the  great  family  of  equal  grand  lodges. 
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WEST  VIRGINIA,  1895. 
31ST  Annual.  Charleston.  November  12. 

A  portrait  of  the  incoming  grand  master  adorns  the  fly-leaf  of 
the  proceedings,  over  against  a  brief  biographical  sketch  prepared 
by  Grand  Secretary  Atkinson. 

Nineteen  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented,  but  Illinois,  in  the 
person  of  Bro.  S.  D.  Engle,  was  absent. 

The  grand  master  (George  W.  Feidt)  submits  ten  decisions,  four 
of  which  pertain  to  physical  fitness  for  the  degrees,  viz. : 

A  profane  may  be  made  a  Mason  who  is  minus  the  second  finger 
and  has  the  third  finger  off  at  the  first  knuckle  on  the  right  hand. 

A  profane  whose  right  ankle  is  stiff,  with  foot  somewhat  smaller 
than  the  left  and  turned  out,  may  be  made  a  Mason  if  the  deformity 
does  not  prevent  him  from  conforming  to  the  ritual. 

A  profane,  one  of  whose  legs  is  two  and  one-half  inches  shorter  than 
the  other,  is  eligible  to  be  made  a  Mason. 

A  profane  cannot  be  made  a  Mason  whose  left  hand  is  crippled  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  him  from  flattening  it  out. 

All  of  which  were  approved  as  reflecting  the  law  in  force  in  West 
Virginia.     The  following  were  likewise  properly  approved: 

Statements  made  by  a  brother  Mason  on  his  death-bed  in  the 
presence  of  two  Master  Masons  are  not  admissible  as  evidence  on  the 
trial  of  a  brother  Master  Mason,  without  due  notice  is  given  the  ac- 
cused of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  statement,  and  it  is  made 
upon  his  Masonic  honor  or  under  the  sanctity  of  a  legal  oath. 

B  is  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  Freemasonry,  and  in  a  short 
time  thereafter  removes  to  Kentucky.  The  lodge  that  initiated  him, 
with  the  consent  of  this  grand  lodge,  granted  the  lodge  to  whose  juris- 
diction he  removed  the  right  to  confer  the  degree  of  Fellow  Craft  and 
Master  Mason's  degree  upon  him.  On  petitioning  the  Kentucky  lodge 
for  advancement  he-  was  rejected.  He  afterwards  returns  to  West 
Virginia  and  petitions  the  lodge  in  which  he  was  initiated  for  advance- 
ment. Can  said  lodge  entertain  his  petition  without  the  consent  of 
the  Kentucky  lodge'?    Held  they  could. 

The  grand  master  reported  the  probability  that  inter-state  terri- 
torial jurisdiction  would  soon  be  fully  established  along  their  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio  borders,  and  gives  the  following  instances  of  waiver 
of  jurisdiction: 

At  the  request  of  the  most  worshipful  grand  master  of  Ohio  and 
the  consent  of  Western  Star  Lodge  No.  11,  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction 
was  granted  over  Mr.  W.  T.  Mounts,  a  resident  of  this  state  residing 
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nearer  Ohio  Valley  Lodt^e  No.  506,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cirand 
Lodge  of  Ohio,  than  to  Western  Star  Lodge. 

At  my  request  the  most  worshipful  grand  master  of  Kentuckj' 
granted  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  over  persons  residing  in  Kentuckj^ 
nearer  O'Brien  Lodge  U.D.,  in  this  grand  jurisdiction  than  to  any 
subordinate  lodge  in  the  grand  jurisdiction  of  Kentuck}'. 

If  the  grand  master  said  what  he  meant  to  say  it  would  appear 
that  the  grand  master  of  Kentucky  gave  away  the  material  which 
belonged  to  one  of  his  lodges  without  so  much  as  "By  your  leave." 

The  grand  master  strongly  urged  the  building  of  a  Masonic  Or- 
phans' Home,  and  the  following  resolution  reported  by  the  special 
committee  to  which  the  subject  was  referred,  prevailed: 

Resolved,  That  the  grand  secretary  be,  and  is  hereby,  instructed 
by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge  of  West  Virginia  to  have  enough 
circulars  printed,  and  sent  to  every  lodge  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  grand  lodge,  inquiring  how  much  money  can  be  raised  by  subscrii> 
tion  from  the  members,  and  how  much  each  and  every  lodge  will  sub- 
scribe for  the  Masonic  Orphan  Home,  in  order  that  the  committee 
may  be  able  to  report  at  the  next  session  of  the  grand  lodge  what 
l)rospect  there  may  be  for  such  noble  undertaking.  Your  committee 
are  of  the  opinion  that  enough  money  can  be  raised  to  purchase  a 
suitable  home  for  the  orphans  of  Master  Masons,  and  also  every  lodge 
should  be  instructed  to  report  to  the  grand  secretary  how  many  or- 
phans there  are  now  under  their  care.  Also  if  any  county  ma}'  desire 
to  subscribe  land  or  otherwise  give  some  aid  for  that  purpose. 

The  jurisprudence  committee  was  undecided  what  to  do  with  the 
Wisconsin  relief  rule,  and  so  had  it  printed  in  the  proceedings  that 
the  brethren  might  consider  it  at  their  leisure. 

The  grand  lodge  accepted  an  invitation  to  lay  the  corner  stone 'of 
the  new  Marshall  College  State  Normal  School  on  the  day  after  ter- 
minating its  labors;  chartered  six  new  lodges;  decided  that  a  past 
master  within  the  meaning  of  its  constitution  was  one  who  had  been 
elected,  installed,  and  had  served  as  master  of  a  West  Virginia  lodge; 
provided  for  the  payment  in  future  of  the  expenses  of  past  grand 
masters  who  may  attend  its  communications;  voted  to  meet  next  year 
at  Wheeling;  was  entertained  with  object  lessons  in  Masonic  symbol- 
ogy  by  Past  Grand  Master  Odell  S.  Long,  and  in  the  evening  of  the 
first  day  of  the  session  at  Hotel  Ruffner  by  Kanawha  Lodge  No.  20,  at 
a  great  dinner,  covering  nine  courses,  with  forty  waiters.  The  last 
the  fort3'-first,  the  social,  toasting  course  was  not  finished  until  2 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 

John  W.  Collins,  of  Charleston,  was  elected  grand  master; 
George  W.  Atkinson,  Wheeling,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (276  pp.)  is  as  usual  by  the  grand 
secretary,  Past  Grand  Master  Atkinson,  and  is  a  mountain  of  labor. 
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Illinois  for  1895  receives   full  and  very  complimentary  notice.     Of 
Grand  Master  Goddard's  portrait  he  says: 

Bro.  Goddard  presents  a  youthful  appearance,  and  reminds  one  of 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  or  .Julius  Cassar  in  profile.  His  picture  is  decep- 
tive if  he  is  over  thirty  years  of  age. 

And  of  his  address: 

I  a<rree  with  him  when  he  sa3^s  that  Illinois  people  are  active  and 
enterprising-,  and  Illinois  Masons  are  ever  energetic  and  progressive, 
the  trend  of  their  ambition  being  "who  best  can  work  and  best  agree." 
True,  this  is  as  it  should  be,  a  noble  contention,  but  it  involves  much 
labor  on  the  part  of  the  grand  master  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  craft, 
an  amount  scarcely  conceivable  by  any  one  who  has  not  undertaken 
the  task.  This  labor,  however,  is  relieved  of  all  burden  by  the  fra- 
ternal love  and  good  fellowship  that  is  encountered  on  every  hand. 

Extended  quotation  is  made  from  Bro.  Black's  oration,  which  he 
characterizes  as  masterful. 

The  Illinois  report  on  correspondence  is  drawn  upon  to  the  extent 
of  our  introductory  remarks  relative  to  the  Wisconsin  relief  rule,  and 
he  says  of  our  attitude  towards  the  Mexican  hybrid:  "He  is  ever- 
lastingly opposed  to  the  recognition  of  the  Gran  Dieta  of  Mexico,  and 
in  my  opinion  he  is  everlastingly  right." 

Under  Texas  he  reviews  the  question  at  considerable  length  and 
sums  up  with  the  reasonable  request:  "What  we  want  are  the  facts. 
If  our  Texas  brethren  will  persevere  the}'  will  reach  bed-rock  by 
and  b3^" 


WISCONSIN,  1896. 

52nd  Annual.  Milwaukee.  June  9. 

The  representative  of  Illinois,  .John  W.  Laflin,  was  on  duty  as 
usual  in  the  southeast. 

The  address  of  the  grand  master  (W.  W.  Perry)  opens  with  a 
well  considered  and  finely  written  exordium  on  the  teachings  of  Ma- 
sonry and  the  duties  of  Masons.  We  cannot  resist  the  temptation  to 
quote: 

Be  silent  and  prove  yourself  a  Mason  by  your  acts,  not  by  your 
saying  so,  that  the  world  may  say  j'ou  are  a  Mason,  not  by  the  em- 
blems you  wear,  but  by  the  deeds  you  perform.  The  world  is  a  severe 
critic,  and  one  with  which,  as  Masons,  we  desire  to  be  on  the  best  of 
terms.  From  it  we  are  to  draw  for  a  fresh  supply  of  manly  men,  who 
are  to  succeed  and  indeed  to  fraternize  with  us.     Out  of  the  world 
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comes  the  material  which  is  to  adorn  and  beautify  this  mafjnificent 
and  stately  edifice.  So,  when  before  the  exacting'  gaze  of  the  world, 
my  brethren,  and  when  you  appear  under  the  canopy  of  heaven  clothed 
in  white  gloves  and  aprons,  which  distinguish  you  from  the  rest  of  the 
world,  and  especially  when  you  bury  the  dead,  OI  my  brethren,  let  me 
caution,  exhort,  and  admonish  you  to  be  careful  and  acquit  yourselves 
like  men  and  Masons.  Try  and  feel  the  great  responsibility  that  rests 
upon  you  individually,  remembering  that  as  you  appear  and  as  you 
conduct  yourself,  and  as  it  is  the  dignified  bearing  and  the  manly  con- 
duct which  is  one  of  the  constituent  parts  of  a  good  Mason,  just  such 
will  be  the  character  of  those  who  seek  to  enter  your  lodge  and  de- 
sire to  be  your  brethren. 


Trained  and  skilled  minds  are  needed,  and  we  have  them  to  lead 
us.  Men  of  moral  worth  who  understand  the  lessons  of  history,  who 
imbibe  the  spirit  of  the  lessons  taught,  and  who  have  the  courage  of 
manly  convictions.  Men  whom  the  spoils  of  office  cannot  buy,  men 
who  possess  opinions  and  a  will,  men  who  have  honor,  tall  men,  sun 
crowned,  who  live  above  the  fog'  in  public  duty  and  in  private  think- 
ing. As  truth  is  eternal,  so  the  mutations  of  the  centuries  may  not 
eradicate  the  principles  upon  which  this  fair  fabric  is  erected.  An 
enlightened  membership  must  keep  pace  with  advancing'  civilization. 
Ceremonies  and  ritualistic  work  may  not  change,  but  permanent  and 
useful  results  are  best  attained  through  intelligent  action  and  en- 
lightened conscience.  As  we  travel  the  beaten  paths  of  our  ancient 
brethren  we  may  lift  the  standard  which  has  been  temporarily  placed 
in  our  hands  to  a  still  higher  plane  of  usefulness. 

In  the  following  the  grand  master  is  at  once  his  own  lawgiver  and 
commentator  (referring  to  special  dispensations): 

Of  the  twenty-eight  refused,  one  was  to  allow  a  lodge  to  act  as 
escort  to  a  funeral  conducted  by  the  order  of  Odd-Fellows;  one  for  a 
lodge  to  attend  a  funeral  conducted  by  Knights  Templar;  one  for  a 
lodge  to  attend  Easter  service;;  one  to  allow  use  of  lodge  room  for 
public  reception;  one  to  allow  use  of  lodge  room  for  Woodman's  jubi- 
lee: two  to  receive  application,  ballot  on  and  confer  the  Entered  Ap- 
prentice degree  on  the  same  evening  and  the  candidates  in  each  case 
to  leave  the  state  next  day;  twenty-one  to  do  away  with  physical 
qualification  requirements,  the  defects  in  each  case  but  two  were 
very  slight,  but.  in  direct  conformity  to  the  edict  passed  at  the  last 
grand  lodge,  the  W.M.'s  of  the  several  lodges  were  in  doubt,  and  re- 
ferred the  case  to  the  grand  master,  who  finds  the  door  closed  and 
answers  "'No."'  The  W.M.'s  of  this  jurisdiction  have  been,  are  now, 
and  always  will  be,  the  best  men  in  the  community  where  the  lodge  is 
located,  and  competent  to  judge  of  the  things  that  are  for  the  best 
interests  of  their  lodges  and  for  Freemasonry:  and  I  would  recommend 
that,  as  heretofore,  the  responsibility  be  again  placed  in  their  hands 
to  judge  of  the  physical  qualifications  of  applicants  for  the  degrees. 
The  present  grand  master  is  free  to  say  that  he  cannot  judge  of  a 
man's  physical  condition  and  diagnose  his  case  one  hundred  miles 
away,  and  that  the  obligations  and  requirements  of  W.M.'s  cover  the 
ground  for  safety  just  as  fully  as  any  that  are  required  of  the  grand 
master,  and  finall}^  do  not  forget,  my  brethren,  that  it  is  the  internal, 
and  not  the  external  qualifications  that  recommend  a  man  to  be  made 
a  Mason. 
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Of  the  nine  decisions  submitted  by  him  we  take  the  following: 

1.  In  case  of  objection  to  advancement,  the  constitution  as 
amended,  provides  that  the  W.  M.  shall  order  a  ballot  as  provided  by 
section  seven,  article  10,  of  the  constitution.  If  the  lodge  vote  for 
advancement  by  a  three-fourths  vote,  the  candidate  shall  be  advanced, 
and  no  further  objection  shall  be  recognized.  It  also  provides  that 
application  for  advancement  may  be  renewed  in  six  months  after  re- 
fusal b}-  the  lodge.  It  is  clearly  the  intent  of  the  constitution  that 
the  rule  of  a  three-fourths  ballot  shall  govern  all  subsequent  applica- 
tions for  advancement,  as  it  does  the  first  application;  otherwise,  the 
object  of  the  amendment  would  be  defeated.  The  theory  of  that 
amendment  is  this,  that  one  who  has  already  been  made  a  Mason,  an^ 
has  received  a  part  of  the  degrees,  has  acquired  rights  and  is  entitled 
to  more  consideration  than  is  a  profane,  and  that  personal  feeling  on 
the  part  of  one  or  two  members  should  not  be  allowed  to  stop  his  ad- 
vancement. Now,  as  the  constitution  gives  him,  without  qualifica- 
tion, the  right  to  make  a  second  application  at  the  end  of  six  months 
from  refusal,  that  second  application  must  be  treated  in  all  respects 
as  is  provided  in  case  of  the  first  application. 

2.  The  W.M.  has  the  right  to  call  any  Master  Mason,  a  member 
of  the  lodge,  to  the  east  to  preside  during  a  Masonic  trial,  or  to  do 
the  work  of  the  lodge. 

3.  There  is  no  provision  in  the  constitution  that  prohibits  taking 
the  testimony  of  a  profane  in  a  Masonic  trial  within  the  lodge  room, 
the  lodge  being  called  off. 

4.  In  voting  at  a  Masonic  trial,  and  when  voting  on  the  question 
of  the  guilt  of  the  accused,  the  vote  resulting  in  a  tie,  it  was  irregular 
to  order  a  second  ballot. 

5.  It  is  irregular  for  the  S.D.  to  pass  the  ballot  and  receive  the 
vote  of  a  member  in  the  ante  room;  as  a  member  not  in  the  lodge 
room  proper  is  absent  from  the  lodge. 

6.  Having  received  an  application  for  a  dispensation  to  allow  a 
lodge  to  appear  in  Masonic  clothing  and  act  as  escort  at  the  burial  of 
a  deceased  Mason  conducted  by  another  order,  I  decided  that  under 
section  1,  article  XI  of  the  constitution,  the  grand  master  has  not  the 
power  to  grant  such  dispensation. 

No.  1  is  published  here  for  information  and  because  it  shows  that 
Wisconsin,  like  Illinois,  makes  a  distinction  between  brethren  and 
profanes.  No.  6  seems  to  be  wholly  based  upon  a  constitutional  inhi- 
bition, but  we  hope  didn't  need  that  to  determine  the  grand  master's 
mind  in  the  face  of  such  an  absurd  request. 

The  grand  master  submitted  the  Hungarian  circular  invitation 
to  participate  in  the  politico-Masonic  celebration  of  the  millennial 
Festival  of  the  Magyar  Nation,  and  reported  that  he  had  sent  a 
message  of  fraternal  greeting. 

The  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  has  taken  another  new  departure 
which  was  either  conceived  or  found  a  ready  nidus  in  the  fertile 
if  somewhat  peculiar  brain  of  Past  Grand  Master  Gabe  Bouck.     As 
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the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence,  he  made  a  report  upon  the 
theory  of  the  orijjin  and  purpose  of  the  committee,  which  is,  he  saN's, 
a  committee  known  only  to  American  Freemasonry.  This  is  mostly 
true,  although  one  of  the  Australian  grand  lodges  has  adopted  it  and 
the  otliers  are  likely  to  follow  suit  unless  deterred  by  Bro.  BouCK's 
warning. 

He  says  it  was  undoubtedly  its  original  purpose  to  relieve  'the 
grand  master  from  some  of  his  onerous  duties — to  relieve  him  from 
investigating  and  advising  as  to  the  transaction  of  foreign  jurisdic- 
tions. 

If  this  had  been  the  object  of  its  creation  it  could  and  would 
have  been  attained  without  reading  the  report  in  grand  lodge,  the 
falling  into  desuetude  of  which  practice  is  one  of  Bro.  Bouck's 
causes  of  complaint. 

Undoubtedly  Bro.  BouCK's  idea  of  its  original  purpose  is  not 
borne  out  by  the  history  of  the  origin  and  growth  of  the  reviewing 
system,  but  that  it  was  designed  to  give  the  whole  legislative  body  of 
the  craft  some  idea  of  what  was  going  on  in  similar  bodies  elsewhere. 
In  the  infancy  of  the  system  the  reports  were  made  in  grand  lodge, 
but  as  grand  lodges  multiplied  this  became  impossible,  and  the 
only  way  to  get  the  information  they  contained  before  the  members 
in  season  to  be  of  any  service  to  them  was  to  print  the  report  in  ad- 
vance. This,  of  course,  took  the  reports  out  of  the  reach  of  censor- 
ship, and  as  obviously  relieved  the  grand  lodge  of  even  a  quasi 
responsibility  for  anything  they  contained.  But  because  the  commit- 
tee ceased  to  be  under  censorship  it  became,  and  now  is,  Bro.  BouCK 
says,  a  "body,"  a  "distinctive  tribunal,"  a  "star  chamber." 

If  this  be  so  it  is  a  body  without  power,  a  tribunal  without  a  pro- 
cess, a  star  chamber  whose  decrees  are  as  futile  as  a  pope's  bull 
against  the  comet. 

We  have  not  time  to  follow  him  through  the  whole  report,  nor 
space  to  reproduce  it  entire.  For  the  present  we  must  content  our- 
self  with  his  solemn  conclusion: 

As  a  rule,  the  Masonic  law  as  adjudicated  by  this  grand  lodge  is 
approved  in  other  jurisdictions,  seldom  disapproved,  sometimes  criti- 
cised, occasionally  not  understood.  Your  committee  do  not  think  it 
advisable  or  that  it  is  of  profit  to  the  fraternity  in  this  jurisdiction 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  grand  lodge  thereto,  or  comment  thereon. 
If  the  same  were  such  that  your  committee  was  of  the  opinion  that 
this  grand  lodge  might  be  in  error,  or  that  this  grand  lodge  should 
review  its  decisions,  your  committee  would  not  hesitate  to  call  the 
attention  of  this  grand  lodge  thereto.  Your  committee  respectfully 
submits  the  following — not  as  a  matter  of  sentiment  (in  mere  senti- 
ment it  takes  but  little  stock),  but  as  a  matter  of  plain,  practical 
common  sense,  in  the  practical  interests  of  the  craft,  in  this  jurisdic- 
tion:    Is  it  for  the  interest  and  benefit  of  the  craft  in  this  jurisdiction 
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to  publish  such  disapprovals,  or  criticism  upon  the  adjudications  of 
Masonic  law  and  edicts,  in  this  jurisdiction?  Your  committee  sub- 
mits that  the  tendency  and  effect  thereon  might  be  to  create  doubt, 
suspicion,  restlessness,  and  hesitation  among  some  of  the  members  of 
the  craft  in  this  jurisdiction. 

As  the  existence  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Wisconsin  covers  the  pe- 
riod coincident  with  the  rise  and  development  of  the  correspondence 
report  without  suffering  serious  detriment  therefrom,  the  danger 
which  he  sees  is  possibly  exaggerated.  It  is  probable  tha^  the  colla- 
tion and  publication  of  the  action  of  the  grand  lodges  of  the  country 
— and  the  reports  upon  which  that  action  has  been  based — touching 
the  first  venture  of  Wisconsin  in  attempting  to  shape  American  ju- 
risprudence anent  the  question  of  Masonic  relief,  has  not  made 
altogether  pleasant  reading  for  those  who  stoodsponsor  for  the  propo- 
sition to  convert  Masonry  into  a  general  benefit  society,  and  hence 
these  tears.  The  probability  of  this  is  heightened  by  Bro.  BOUCK'S 
added  remarks  on  the  fate  of  that  proposition,  with  which  he  closes 
his  report,  as  follows: 

The  proposition  of  this  grand  lodge  as  to  charity,  between  the 
several  jurisdictions,  does  not  meet  that  consideration,  in  most  juris- 
dictions, that  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  it  is  entitled  to.  It 
is  an  impoitant  and  serious  question.  This  committee  does  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  make  any  suggestions  or  further  reference  thereto,  for 
the  reason  that  the  matter  is  in  the  hands  of  a  special  committee  of 
this  grand  lodge. 

We  are  quite  ready  to  concede  so  much  to  Bro.  Bouck's  perspi- 
cacity as  is  involved  in  the  confession  that  we  think  if  the  craft  of 
Wisconsin  were  to  have  access  to  the  half  of  what  has  been  said  in 
condemnation  of  the  relief  proposition  put  out  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
Wisconsin  by  the  other  grand  lodges  that  have  had  it  under  consider- 
ation, the  ''tendency  and  effect  thereof  might  be  to  create  doubt,  sus- 
picion, restlessness,  and  hesitation"  as  to  the  reliability  of  those  who 
fathered  and  stood  by  it  in  the  grand  lodge  of  its  birth. 

Bro.  Bouck's  report  was  sent  to  a  special  committee  whose  re- 
port, as  below,  was  adopted: 

That  in  so  far  as  the  ^aid  report  recommends  that  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  correspondence  be  hereafter  reported  to 
the  grand  lodge  for  its  concurrence,  we  heartily  endorse  and  recom- 
mend its  adoption  by  this  grand  lodge,  and  in  so  far  as  the  printing 
of  the  said  correspondence  is  concerned,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  same  should  not  hereafter  be  published  unless  ordered  by  this 
grand  lodge  at  its  annual  session.  We  are  further  of  the  opinion  that 
Past  Grand  Master  Gabriel  Bouck  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  this 
grand  lodge  for  his  able  report,  and  we  fully  concur  in  the  same  and 
recommend  its  adoption  in  full  by  this  grand  lodge. 

The  special  committee  on  Masonic  relief  submitted  their  report 
embracing  the  text  of  the  proposition  and  accompanying  argument 
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which  they  had  sent  to  all  the  grand  lodges  in  the  country,  and  while 
unable  to  report  a  general  success  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  con- 
viction of  the  necessity  of  some  such  plan  of  relief  was  growing,  and 
that  that  or  something  similar  would  eventuallj^  be  adopted.  Nebraska 
had  adopted  it  with  slight  modification,  and  Missouri  and  Montana 
and  one  or  two  other  jurisdictions  had  it  under  consideration  for 
future  action. 

The  committee  seem  impressed  with  the  idea  that  somehow  the 
proposition  had  not  had  a  fair  show  before  the  fraternity  or  the 
result  would  have  been  different,  but  that  it  seemed  almost  impossible 
to  get  it  even  before  the  body  of  a  grand  lodge.     They  saj^: 

To  illustrate  why  this  is  difficult,  we  will  give  our  experience  with 
the  neighboring  jurisdiction  of  Illinois,  in  which  some  snch  regulation 
seems  doubly  necessary,  from  the  fact  that  some  portion  of  its  lodges 
refuse  to  care  for  "the  stranger  within  their  gates,"  unless  expenses 
are  guaranteed,  while  others  refuse  to  care  for  their  own  members  in 
distress  abroad.  The  chairman  of  your  committee  attended  the  last 
session  of  its  grand  lodge  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  the  matter 
was  properly  brought  before  them.  He  found  that  the  grand  master, 
in  his  address,  had  briefly  alluded,  adversely,  to  our  circular  without 
even  stating  what  the  proposition  was.  The  allusion  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  jurisprudance,  which  had  already  prepared  but 
not  presented,  their  report  adversely.  After  urgent  solicitation, 
your  chairman  was  reluctantly  granted  a  hearing  before  the  commit- 
tee, and  ascertained  that  not  a  member  of  it  had  seen  the  circular,  or 
the  proposition,  upon  which  they  were  reporting.  And  the  grand 
lodge,  when  it  voted  to  sustain  the  adverse  report,  knew  no  more  upon 
what  they  were  voting  than  did  the  committee  when  it  prepared  it. 

The  distinguished  chairman,  Past  Grand  Master  Swain,  seems  to 
have  labored  under  a  misapprehension,  if  not  as  to  the  reluctance  of 
the  committee  to  grant  him  a  hearing,  then  certainly  as  to  the  ignor- 
ance of  the  committee  respecting  the  circular  and  its  contents.  They 
had  all  become  familiar  with  the  proposition  thrt)ugh  the  report  on 
correspondence — of  which  all  of  them  receive  advance  sheets — where 
it  was  reproduced  in  our  notice  of  Connecticut,  after  which  the  action 
of  every  grand  lodge  by  which  it  had  been  received  was  noted  and 
recorded  throughout  the 'alphabetically  arranged  review.  If  Bro. 
Swain  thought  he  found  a  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the  Illinois 
committee  to  discuss  the  subject  to  a  finish,  whatever  of  reality  there 
was  in  his  discovery  must  be  attributed  to  the  natural  constraints 
imposed  by  hospitality  towards  a  welcome  and  valued  guest;  it  could 
not  be  attributable  to  ignorance. 

The  grand  lodge  chartered  two  new  lodges;  dedicated  the  new 
hall  and  apartments  of  LaFayette  Lodge  in  Ivanhoe  Temple  on  the 
first  night  of  the  session,  with  an  oration  by  Past  Grand  Master  LlT- 
tlejohn;  negatived  as  fraught  with  temptation  to  intrigue  and 
espionage,  a   proposed  amendment  to  permit  the   withdrawal   of   a 
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petition  at  any  time  before  being  reported  upon,  and  permitted  Past 
Grand  Master  Chapin  to  withdraw,  on  his  own  motion,  a  resolution 
offered  by  him  in  1894  to  rescind  the  authority  given  the  grand  mas- 
ter in  1890,  to  permit  by  dispensation  the  occupancy  of  Masonic 
lodge  rooms  by  Eastern  Star  Chapters. 

Aldro  Jenks,  of  Dodgeville,  was  elected  grand   master;   John 
W.  Laflin,  Milwaukee,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

There  is  no  review  of  correspondence. 


WYOMING,  1895. 

21sT  Annual.  Rock  Springs.  September  10. 

The  frontispiece  of  this  pamphlet  is  the  portrait  of  Nathaniel 
R.  Davis,  who  was  grand  master  during  the  years  1887  and  1888- 
Three  others  are  distributed  among  its  pages — those  of  James  H. 
Hayford,  grand  master  in  1879  and  1880;  John  C.  Davis,  grand  mas- 
ter in  1893,  and  Jethro  T.  Holliday,  grand  master  in  1894. 

This  jurisdiction  has  abandoned  the  luxury  of  a  diplomatic  corps. 

In  his  brief  but  comprehensive  address.  Grand  Master  Holliday 
states  that  directly  after  assuming  the  duties  of  his  office  his  atten- 
tion was  directed  to  the  action  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Montana,  which 
we  noted  last  year,  looking  to  securing  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  from 
Wyoming  over  the  territory  embraced  in  the  Yellowstone  National 
Park,  with  a  view  to  attaching  it  to  the  territory  of  Montana  for 
Masonic  purposes.  After  copying  the  text  of  the  Montana  resolu- 
tions, he  says: 

Some  three  or  four  months  afterwards  the  grand  secretary  of 
Montana,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  correspondence,  asked  for 
my  views  on  the  question.  In  answer  to  this  letter,  I  inquired  if  there 
had  been  any  one  residing  or  staying  temporarily  as  United  States 
employees,  or  employees  of  the  Park  Hotel  Company,  within  the 
boundaries  of  Wyoming  made  Masons  in  the  Livingston  lodge,  and 
objecting  to  any  infringement  on  our  territory.  The  answer  was 
that  there  had  not  been  any;  that  all  persons  residing  in  the  Park 
who  had  been  made  Masons  in  the  Livingston  lodge  were  from  within 
the  boundaries  of  Montana.  He  a'so  said  in  substance  that  persons 
emplo3'ed  in  the  Park  were  only  there  temporarily:  that  it  was  held 
in  some  quarters  that  those  in  the  naval  and  military  service  might 
apply  anywhere  for  membership,  and  that  very  few  had  been  admit- 
ted as  members  of  Livingston  Lodge  No.  32.     Upon  receipt  of  said 
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letter  I  requested  our  right  worthy  grand  secretary  to  reply  thereto, 
which  he  informs  me  he  did  by  answering  each  point  contained 
therein,  to  which  no  answer  has  been  returned.  I  am  opposed  to  sun- 
dering our  well  definfd  jurisdiction  over  any  portion  of  our  territory 
embraced  within  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  our  state,  and  have  incor- 
porated herein  and  submit  the  foregoing  for  such  fraternal  action  as 
you  may  in  your  wisdom  deem  expedient  and  necessary  to  maintain 
our  jurisdictional  rights  and  at  the  same  time  treat  our  northern  sis- 
ter with  due  Masonic  courtesy. 

Among  the  five  decisions  reported  by  the  grand  master  is  the 
following": 

2.  A  man  who  resided  in  this  town  for  several  years  went  to  Scot" 
land,  where  he  stayed  less  than  one  year,  and  while  in  Scotland  was 
made  a  Master  Mason.  He  has  again  taken  up  his  residence  here, 
and  has  a  dimit  from  the  lodge  that  conferred  the  degrees.  What  is 
his  standing  as  a  Mason,  and  how  long  before  he  can  petition  for 
membership  here? 

Answer. — His  standing  is  the  same  as  any  other  non-affiliate,  and 
he  can  petition  at  any  time. 

This  approved  decision  is  in  accord  with  Illinois  precedents. 

The  following  shows  that  it  takes  the  joint  action  of  four  parties 
to  effect  so  simple  a  matter  as  a  waiver  of  jurisdiction  over  a  resident 
of  Colorado  in  favor  of  a  Wyoming  lodge: 

January  25  I  granted  a  dispensation  to  Cheyenne  Lodge  No.  1  to 
receive  and  act  upon  the  petition  of  a  citizen  of  Colorado.  The  lodge 
in  whose  jurisdiction  he  resided  waived  its  rights  in  favor  of  the  Chey- 
enne lodge,  and  the  grand  master  of  Colorado  gave  his  sanction  to  the 
action  of  the  Colorado  lodge. 

At  this  rate  it  will  soon  require  an  international  congress  to  help 
a  Mason  to  sneeze  in  this  country. 

Through  the  committee  on  address  the  grand  lodge  asserted  its 
jurisdiction  over  inhabitants  of  the  Yellowstone  Park  and  refused  to 
waive  the  same,  and  extended  recognition  to  the  United  Grand  Lodge 
of  Victoria. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee  on  jurisprudence  the  following 
was  adopted: 

1.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  action  of  the  grand  master,  in 
suspending  Bro.  Donald  McPhail,  was  in  strict  accordance  with  Ma- 
sonic law,  and  within  the  scope  of  his  powers  as  M.W.  grand   master. 

2.  After  careful  examination  of  Masonic  law,  we  are  of  the  fur- 
ther opinion  that  the  grand  lodge  has  authority  to  approve,  reverse, 
or  modify  the  finding  or  sentence,  or  both  finding  and  sentence,  of  the 
lodge,  or  it  ma}'  refer  the  case  back  to  the  lodge  for  a  new  trial,  or 
the  grand  lodge  may  assume  original  jurisdiction  and  proceed  with 
the  trial  de  novo. 

On  the  recommendation  of  the  same  committee  the  Wisconsin 
relief  proposition  was  adopted  as  an  amendment  to  the  constitution; 
but  the  following  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  nearly  three  to  one: 
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Your  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  introduced 
by  Bro.  George  Barton,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  approve  the 
general  sentiments  therein  expressed,  and  return  said  resolution  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  be  adopted,  and  with  the  further  recom- 
mendation that  section  49  of  the  by-laws  be  repealed,  our  understand- 
ings of  the  etl'ect  of  such  repeal  being  that  a  subordinate  lodge  could 
not  be  opened  without  the  master  or  one  of  the  wardens  shall  be 
present. 

It  was  appropriate  that  at  its  twenty-first  annual  communication 
the  following  evidence  of  its  having  attained  its  majority  should  be 
engrafted  on  the  Wyoming  constitution: 

Ecsolvcd,  No  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  hold  office  in  this  grand 
lodge  who  is  not  at  the  time  of  election  or  appointment  a  member  of 
said  grand  lodge  in  this  jurisdiction,  except  it  be  to  the  office  of  grand 
tyler,  and  no  brother  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  grand  master, 
deputy  grand  master,  or  grand  warden,  who  has  not  been  duly  elected 
and  installed  as  master,  "and  has  presided  over  a  subordinate  lodge, 
chartered  by  this  grand  lodge,  and  no  grand  officer  shall  officiate  in 
any  station  to  which  he  is  elected  until  he  has  been  legally  installed. 

Subsequently  it  was  deemed  best  to  adopt  the  following  in  order 
to  preserve  eligibilities  acquired  before  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment: 

BesoJved,  That  it  is  contrary  to  Masonic  principles  that  laws  should 
be  enacted  retroactive  in  their  application,  and,  therefore,  that  ar- 
ticle f)  of  the  constitution,  as  amended  this  day,  does  not  apply  to  any 
member  or  officer  of  the  present  grand  lodge,  but  all  present  officers 
and  members  of  the  present  grand  lodge  shall  continue  to  be  members 
©f  this  grand  lodge,  and  are  eligible  to  election  or  appointment  as 
officers  of  this  grand  lodge  notwithstanding  such  amendment;  and 
belt 

Resolved,  That  said  amended  article  5  shall  be  so  construed  and 
shall  apply  only  to  those  where  exceptions  hereafter  arise. 

Sheridan  was  successful  over  Rawlins  in  the  contest  for  the  next 
place  of  meeting,  and  shortly  before  closing  the  grand  lodge  accepted 
an  invitation  to  banquet  with  the  local  fraternity. 

Fennimore  Chatterton,  of  Rawlins,  was  elected  grand  master; 
William  L.  Kuykendall,  Saratoga,  re-elected  grand  secretary. 

The  report  on  correspondence  (168  pp.)  is  as  usual  by  Grand  Sec- 
retary Kuykendall,  and  has  the  increasingly  assured  strength  which 
comes  of  experience.  Illinois  for  1894  is  included  in  his  review.  He 
commends  the  action  of  the  grand  lodge  in  the  trespass  case  between 
Wabansia  and  Macomb  Lodges,  but  thinks  some  system  might  be 
evolved  which  would  enable  any  lodge  to  ascertain  on  short  notice 
whether  or  not  a  petitioner  had  been  rejected  by  a  lodge  within  the 
same  grand  jurisdiction.  We  know  of  no  plan  except  that  of  Penn- 
sylvania, under  which  a  lodge  is  required  before  acting  on  a  petition 
to  make  inquir}'  of  the  grand  secretary,  who  keeps  a  black-book. 
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Under  Colorado  Bro.  Kuykendall  talks  of  his  alleged  Masonic 
skepticism,  and  Bro.  Greenleaf's  despair  of  his  ultimate  conversion- 
He  thinks  our  conversion  to  a  belief  in  the  cobwebs  of  a  misty  past 
and  all  the  intangibles  is  as  far  off  as  ever.  Still  there  is  a  ray  of 
hope  in  his  opinion.  We  assure  our  brother  that  our  conversion  is  a 
very  simple  matter.  So  far  as  the  extreme  antiquity  of  our  present 
Masonry  is  concerned,  we  have  encountered  no  evidence  whatever 
that  it  existed  for  any  great  length  of  time  prior  to  1717,  and  not  then 
in  the  form  now  so  familiar  to  Masons.  We  have  known  men  who  had 
related  stories  so  often  having  no  foundation  in  fact  that  they  finally 
came  to  believe  they  were  really  true.  Legends  having  a  small  foun- 
dation on  which  to  hang  them  have,  as  they  came  down  through  the 
ages,  been  added  to  and  embellished  until  they  would  not  be  recog- 
nized by  those  who  were  supposed  to  have  originated  the  event.  It  is 
a  weakness  of  human  nature  to  change  all  things,  and  we  believe 
great  labor  has  been  bestowed  upon  the  question  of  how  to  find  some- 
thing that  will  be  definite  and  convincing  that  our  speculative  <^la- 
sonry  extended  away  back  of  the  organization  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England.  We  are  skeptical  on  the  subject  for  many  reasons:  among 
them  will  mention  a  few.  It  is  claimed  that  our  speculative  Masonry 
and  a  great  number  of  lodges  existed  prior  to  that  date.  It  seems 
very  singular  that  only  three  participated  in  the  organization  of  that 
grand  lodge,  and  there  seems  to  be  no  account  or  record  of  what  be- 
came of  the  others.  It  is  also  singular  that  no  Masonic  antiquarian 
or  others  have  been  able  to  find  any  records  or  documents  pertaining 
to  any  one  of  the  great  number  of  lodges  running  back,  as  it  is  said 
by  some,  to  Solomon,  in  which  our  speculative  Masonry  cuts  any  figure 
whatever.  Dr.  Anderson  is  cited  by  our  brother  and  others  as  know- 
ing all  about  it.  It  is  singular  he  preserved  no  records  or  documents 
to  verify  his  accounts  of  Masonic  conditions  at  that  time,  if  he  ever 
possessed  them,  which  is  doubtful.  We  find  him  in  1721  presenting 
his  constitution  to  the  grand  lodge,  the  old  charges  of  a  Freemason 
being  included.  In  1722  the  grand  lodge  approved  them.  Between 
the  latter  date  and  1738  he  must  have  had  a  change  of  heart  concern- 
ing the  charges,  as  we  find  him  presenting  them,  with  manv  changes 
of  phraseolog}'  and  additions,  for  approval  by  grand  lodge,  but  it  re- 
fused to  do  so,  although  our  brother  says  it  did,  while  others  say  not. 
That  looked  bad  then,  and  worse  now,  for  it  discredited  him  as  the 
founder  of  any  as  connected  with  our  Masonry.  No,  my  brother,  how- 
ever much  we  respect  your  ability,  Masonic  knowledge,  and  labor  to 
find  something  tangible  to  hang  a  hope  upon,  we  believe  the  time  has 
passed,  and  it  is  now  too  late  to  dig  up  old  letters  and  papers,  the 
authority  of  which  will  be  doubted,  and  especially  if  only  a  paragraph 
here  and  there  is  presented  for  dissection.  We  are  satisfied  with  Ma- 
sonry as  it  is.  Its  principles  have  always  existed.  We  care  not 
whether  it  is  fift}'  years  or  one  thousand  years  old,  so  long  as  its  prin- 
ciples remain  intact  and  it  continues  to  be  a  great  factor  in  the 
amelioration  of  the  human  race. 

We  should  be  glad  to  copy  his  "conclusion"  entire,  but  cannot 
afford  the  space  at  present. 
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ENGLAND,  1896. 

At  the  quarterly  communication  of  December  4,  1895,  William 
Wither  Bramston  Beach,  M.P.  provincial  grand  master  for  Hamp- 
shire and  the  Isle  of  Wight  as  grand  master,  Bro.  Squire  B.  Ban- 
croft, P.M.  Universal  Lodge  No.  181,  London,  nominated  the  Prince 
OF  Wales,  grand  master,  for  re-election,  in  the  following  graceful 
speech: 

Most  Worshipful  grand  master  in  the  chair,  and  brethren,  you 
grant  me  a  privilege,  which  as  it  were  ties  my  tongue,  for  so  poor  a 
straggler  in  the  ranks  as  myself  could  not  dare  to  extol  our  august 
leader;  but  in  my  just  humility  I  am  not  blind  to  the  brotherhood 
of  Freemasonry,  which  permits  me  the  distinguished  honor  in  grand 
lodge  of  nominating  our  illustrious  and  most  worshipful  grand  master, 
his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  to  again  fill  that  exalted 
post.  I  will  only  venture  to  add  in  the  Masonic  word  of  Shakespeare, 
"His  worth  is  warrant  for  his  welcome  here,"  for  it  may  be  truly 
said  of  us,  and  all  of  us  that  our  humble  duty  towards  the  Prince  is 
only  equalled  by  our  loyal  affection  for  the  brother. 

For  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  jurisdiction  of  the  colonial  board 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  board  of  general  purposes,  the  book  of 
constitutions  was  so  amended  as  to  abolish  the  former  and  substitute 
a  committee  appointed  by  the  latter,  as  follows: 

The  board  shall  appoint,  from  amongst  its  members,  a  committee 
of  seven  to  consider  all  colonial,  Indian,  and  foreign  matters  that 
may  be  referred  to  it,  whose  dutv  it  shall  be  to  report  their  proceed- 
ings to  the  board  at  its  next  meeting.  Such  committee  to  be  com- 
posed as  far  as  can  be  of  masters  or  past  masters  of  colonial,  Indian, 
or  foreign  lodges  under  the  English  constitution. 

An  amendment  to  permit  the  board  of  general  purposes  to  go  out- 
side of  its  own  membership  in  appointing  the  committee,  in  order  to 
get  brethren  of  colonial  experience  was  beaten  on  the  ground  that  it 
would  give  the  board  the  power  to  overrule  the  grand  lodge. 

At  the  quarterly  of  March  4,  1896,  the  Earl  of  Lathom,  G.C.B., 
pro  grand  master  on  the  throne,  a  vote  of  condolence  to  the  Queen 
on  the  death  of  Prince  Henry  of  Battenberg,  husband  of  the 
Princess  Beatrice,  was  proposed  by  the  pro  grand  master,  and 
unanimously  passed. 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales  was  for  the  twenty- 
second  time  proposed  and  elected  grand  master. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  general  purposes,  which  was  adopted, 
contained  the  following  clauses: 

The  board  has  to  report  that  its  attention  has  been  directed  to 
the  fact  that,  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  book  of  constitu- 
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tions,  centenary  jewels  had  been  obtained  for  certain  members  of  a 
London  lodjje,  elsewhere  than  at  the  office  of  the  grand'  secretary. 
The  board  accordingly  summoned  before  it  the  W.  master,  wardens, 
and  secretary  of  the  lodge,  together  with  the  brother,  not  a  member 
of  the  lodge,  by  whom  the  jewels  had  been  supplied,  and  who  had  of- 
fered to  procure  them  for  a  priceless  than  that  named  in  the  book  of 
constitutions.  The  secretar}'  having  stated  the  lodge  was  not  aware 
the  jewels  were  not  procured  by  that  brother  through  the  office  of  the 
grand  secretary:  the  brother  who  procured  them  was  admonished  by 
the  board,  and  the  lodge  was  cautioned  not  to  permit  further  pur- 
chases of  jewels  to  be  made,  except  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
constitution. 

The  board  has  further  to  report  that  it  had  felt  it  its  duty  to 
suspend  from  all  Masonic  rights  and  privileges  for  a  period  of  three 
months  a  member  of  a  London  lodge,  for  having  in  violation  of  rule 
202,  book  of  constitutions,  given  a  certificate  or  recommendation  to 
enable  a  brother  in  an  itinerant  manner  to  apply  to  lodges  for  relief. 

Pursuant  to  notice,  the  following,  moved  by  W.  Bro.  W.  F.  La- 
MONBY,  P.M.  962,  1924,  was  put  and  carried: 

That  the  Grand  Lodge  of  England  in  quarterly  communication 
assembled,  hereby  expresses  its  strong  disapproval  of  the  system  of 
canvassing  and  touting  carried  on  at  the  annual  elections,  and  earn- 
estly appeals  to  its  members  to  discountenance  and  prevent  the  con- 
tinuance of  a  practice  which  is  contrary  to  the  principles  and  tenets 
of  English  Freemasonry. 

At  the  annual  grand  festival,  April  29,  1896,  the  grand  master 
the  Earl  of  Lathom  presided. 

After  so  much  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  quarterly  communication 
as  related  to  the  election  of  the  grand  master  and  grand  treasurer 
had  been  read  and  confirmed,  the  grand  director  of  ceremonies  pro- 
claimed Prince  Albert  Edward.  Prince  of  Wales,  etc.,  grand  master 
for  the  year  ensuing. 

The  appointment  of  the  Earl  op  Lathom  as  pro  grand  master, 
and  the  Earl  Amherst,  provincial  grand  master  for  Kent,  as  deputy 
grand  master  followed,  and  they  were  proclaimed  as  such. 

At  the  quarterly  of  June  3, 1896,  the  Earl  Amherst,  deputy  grand 
master,  as  grand  master,  the  twentj^-first  anniversary  of  the  installa- 
tion of  the  Prince  op  Wales  as  grand  master,  was  signalized  by  sus- 
.  pending  article  87  of  the  book  of  constitutions  in  order  to  permit  some 
provincial  and  district  grand  masters  to  confer  past  rank  on  brethren 
in  their  provinces  and  districts. 

The  board  of  general  purposes  reported  in  part  as  follows: 

The  board  beg  to  report  that  it  recently  came  to  its  knowledge 
that  the  St.  George's  Lodge  No.  112,  Exeter,  had  for  many  years  been 
in  the  habit  of  returning  as  subscribing  members,  brethren  whose 
subscriptions  had  been  commuted  by  the  acceptance  of  a  considera- 
tion in  gross,  a  practice  which  had  been  declared  illegal  by  the  board 
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of  general  purposes  and  reported  to  grand  lodge  at  the  quarterly 
communication  on  June  4, 1873.  The  board,  after  a  full  consideration 
of  the  circumstances,  has  informed  the  lodge  that  all  such  members 
must  in  future  pay  the  annual  subscription  hxed  bj^  the  by-laws  of  the 
lodge  in  order  to  entitle  them  to  the  privileges  of  membership. 

Two  faithful  clerks,  grown  old  in  the  service,  were  retired  on 
pensions  of  £220  and  £190  respectively. 

The  sum  of  £70  was  given  to  the  Royal  Masonic  Benevolent  Insti- 
tution for  Aged  Freemasons  and  Widows  of  Freemasons,  "to  supply 
the  inmates  of  the  Institution  at  Corydon  with  coals  during  the  win- 
ter season,"  and  five  hundred  guineas  given  in  aid  of  a  special  effort 
then  being  made  under  the  chairmanship  of  the  grand  master  to  re- 
endow  and  permanently  improve  the  financial  condition  of  Guy's  Hos- 
pital. 

At  a  special  grand  lodge  held  July  29,  1896,  the  Earl  of  Lathom, 
pro  grand  master,  on  the  throne,  the  following  message  from  the 
grand  master  was  presented  by  the  pro  grand  master,  who  also  moved 
the  accompanying  resolution: 

His  Royal  Highness  the  most  worshipful  grand  master,  having 
considered  the  application  for  recognition  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  of  the  new  body  called  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand,  as 
an  independent  sovereign  Masonic  authority,  and  having  informed 
himself  of  the  general  state  of  Masonic  feeling  in  the  colony,  is  of 
opinion  that  with  a  view  to  promote  the  harmony  and  union  of  the 
various  Masonic  bodies  there,  and  to  end  all  sources  of  dift'erence,  the 
period  has  now  arrived  when  recognition  may  be  properly  accorded, 
and  therefore  desires  that  the  sense  of  grand  lodge  should  be  taken 
on  the  following  resolution,  which  f  now  move: 

"That,  taking  into  consideration  the  message  of  the  M.W.  grand 
master,  grand  lodge  requests  that  His  Royal  Highness  will  be  pleased 
to  take  such  steps  for  the  recognition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Zealand,  and  for  the  establishment  of  fraternal  good  feeling  with  our 
New  Zealand  brethren  as  he  may  consider  consistent  with  the  honor 
of  this  grand  lodge,  and  with  just  consideration  for  those  lodges  which 
may  desire  to  retain  their  connection  with  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Eng- 
land." 

In  seconding  the  resolution  the  Earl  op  Onslow,  Provincial 
Grand  Master  for  Surrey,  said: 

Most  Worshipful  Sir  and  Brethren,  I  beg  to  second  that  resolution 
and  perhaps  for  the  purpose  of  doing  so  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  few 
words,  having  watched  the  movement  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
Zealand  from  its  inception  to  the  present  time.  You  are  aware  that 
in  all  the  Australian  colonies  movements  similar  to  this  have  taken 
place,  and  that  in  each  one  of  them  grand  lodge  has  accorded  its 
recognition  to  those  grand  lodges  in  our  Australian  colonies.  Now, 
when  I  was  a  resident  in  New  Zealand,  a  movement  of  that  kind  was 
set  on  foot  there,  and  our  brethren  in  New  Zealand  asked  me  to  do 
them  the  honor  to  be  the  first  grand  master.  I  communicated  with 
our  late  grand  secretary,  Col.  Shadwell  Gierke,  and  asked  him  to  in- 
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form  me  what  were  the  conditions  upon  which  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
England  usually  extended  recognition  to  grand  lodg^es  in  the  colonies, 
and  I  was  told  by  him  that  it  was  not  usual  to  withhold  that  recogni- 
tion where  the  vast  majority  of  the  brethren  in  the  colonies  desired 
to  have  Masonic  autonomy.  But  I  was  unable  to  satisfy  myself  at 
that  time  that  such  universal  or  general  disposition  had  been  mani- 
fested by  the  brethren  of  the  craft  that  would  justify  myself  as  a 
past  grand  warden  of  England  in  accepting  the  post  offered  me,  and 
to  ask  the  grand  master  and  officers  of  the  grand  lodge  to  extend  that 
recognition.  Now  I  am  happy  to  say  that  since  that  time  a  consider- 
able change  has  come  over  Masonic  affairs  there,  and  that  whereas 
there  had  been  a  considerable  amount  of  ill  feeling,  owing  to  some  of 
those  lodges  which  had  seceded  taking  with  them  charters  which  be- 
longed to  them,  and  brethren  who  had  not  seceded,  that  had  been 
completely  changed,  and  their  frank  recognition  had  been  given,  and 
the  charters  that  were  taken  away  were  handed  back.  I  think  that 
shows  the  spirit  in  which  they  are  conducting  the  Grand  Lodge  of 
New  Zealand,  and  that  the  brethren  are  trying  to  carry  out  the  pre- 
cepts of  the  craft.  Under  those  circumstances,  and  seeing  that  the 
administration  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New  Zealand  is  under  most 
eminent  brethren  in  the  colony,  as  well  as  men  most  highly  respected 
by  the  governor,  I  think  the  messege  addressed  b}'  the  grand  master 
to  us,  and  this  resolution  moved  b}^  the  pro  grand  master— and  which 
I  second — ought  to  commend  themselves  to  the  brethren,  and  for  that 
reason  I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  seconding  the  motion. 

A  long  discussion  ensued — which  is  reported  verhutim  as  is  the 
custom  with  our  English  brethren — and  we  are  gratified  at  being  able 
to  say  that  the  resolution  carried  almost  unanimously.  This  is  the 
beginning  of  the  end,  let  us  hope,  of  the  distractions  from  which  the 
craft  of  New  Zealand  have  suffered  since  their  movement  for  inde- 
pendence was  inaugurated.  We  judge  that  the  following  remarks  by 
W.  Bro.  J.  M.  Dargaville  reflected  very  fairly  the  condition  of  af- 
fairs in  the  colony: 

Most  Worsliipful  Pro-Grand  Master:  It  may  not  perhaps  be  re- 
garded as  out  of  place  if  I,  as  a  colonist  of  thirty  3'ears  in  New  Zea- 
land, rise  to  give  my  opinion  on  this  important  matter,  and  I  will  add 
my  request  to  the  mover  of  this  amendment  that  he  should  withdraw 
it.  The  value  of  the  resolution  itself  will  be  very  much  enhanced  b}'' 
the  fact  of  its  being  unanimous,  or  almost  entirely  so.  The  brethren 
of  this  grand  lodge  are  called  upon  to  accord  free  recognition  to  the 
New  Zealand  Grand  Lodge.  Are  you  going  to  refuse  it,  and  then  wait 
a  year  or  two  longer,  and  then  and  again  either  refuse  it,  or  reluct- 
antly and  grudgingly  grant  it?  I  would  ask  what  is  the  state  of  things 
in  that  colonyV  As  Lord  Onslow  has  stated,  the  brethren  in  the  col- 
ony are  now  men  of  whom  the  fraternity  iiave  reason  to  be  proud.  At 
the  inception  of  the  movement  for  a  grand  lodge  it  was  not  alto- 
gether so.  It  was  said  that  the  grand  lodge  arose  from  the  discontent 
of  some.  Recognition  of  the  New  Zealand  Grand  Lodge  was  at  that 
time  properly  withheld.  It  is  different  now.  There  are  thousands  of 
men,  leading  colonists,  connected  with  the  New  Zealand  Grand  Lodge. 
And  what  is  our  position  under  the  English  constitution?  We  are  de- 
barred from  visiting  or  recognizing  lodges  under  the  New  Zealand 
constitution.  We  must  not  visit  their  lodges,  nor  are  we  to  permit 
them  to  enter  our  lodges.     The  existing  state  of  things  in  New  Zea- 
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land  is  a  reproach  to  Freemasonry,  and  the  sooner  it  is  removed  the 
better.  I  think  there  is  no  brother  here  who  will  doubt  for  a  single 
moment  that  recognition  will  come  sooner  or  later.  The  question  is 
whether  we  shall  do  it  now  in  a  free,  fraternal  spirit,  or  wait  until 
something  more  like  unanimity  in  the  colony  is  found  to  exist.  I  know 
the  feeling  of  Masons  throughout  N^w  Zealand,  and  I  say  the  rank  and 
file  of  English  Masons  there  will  be  delighted;  it  will  afford  them  every 
satisfaction  that  recognition  has  been  extended  by  this  grand  lodge 
to  the  New  Zealand  constitution.  I  will  say  no  more  than  that  it  will 
not  reflect  on  any  one  of  the  officials  in  any  way;  they  are  all  ani- 
mated by  the  best  desire  in  the  interest  of  the  craft;  but  I  do  entreat 
this  grand  lodge,  as  an  old  colonist  and  a  Mason  of  thirty  or  forty 
years,  not  to  hesitate  any  longer,  but  to  carry  out  the  wishes  that  our 
grand  master  has  expressed. 

We  rejoice  at  a  prospect  of  a  happy  outcome  of  the  difficulty. 
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Alphabetical  List  of  Fostoffices. 


GIVING  NAME  AND  NUMBER  OF  LODGE  LOCATED  AT  EACH. 


POSTOFFICE. 


Abingdon 

Albany 

Hermitage 

Aleclo 

Alexandria 

Allendale 

Gurney  

Alta 

Altamont 

Piasa 

Erwin  

Altona 

Alto  Pass 

Illinois  Central 

Andalusia 

Anna     

Sequoit 

Apple  River 


Abingdon 

Albany 

Albion 

Aledo 

Alexis  

Allendale 

Allen's  Springs 

Alta 

Altamont 

Alton 

Alton 

Altona 

Alto  Pass 

Amboy 

Andalusia 

Anna 

Antioch 

Apple  River  ... 

Areola I  Areola 

Arlington  |  Levi  Lusk . . 

Arrowsmith |  Arrowsmith 

Arthur |  Arthur 

Ashley 

Ashmbre 

Ashton 

Assumption  . . . 

Astoria 

Atkinson 

Atlanta 

Atwood 

Auburn 

Augusta 

Aurora 

Aurora 

Ava 

Avon 

Bardolph 

Barring  ton.  . . 

Barry .". 

Baseb 

Batavia 

Bay  City 

Beardstown... 
Beeeher  City.. 

Belknap ".. 

Belle  Rive.... 

Belleville 

Belvidere 

Bement 

Benton 

Birds 

Berw}'n 

Bethalto 

Blandinsville. 
Bloomington. 
Bloomington. 
Bloomington. 


Clay 

Ashmore. 
Ashton... . 

Bromwell 

Astoria 

Annawan 

Atlanta 

Atwood 

Ark  &  Anchor 

J.  L.  Anderson  . . . 
Jerusalem  Temp 

Aurora 

Dean 

Avon  Harmony  . . 

Bardolph 

Lounsbury 

Barry 

Basco 

Batavia 

Bay  City 

Cass 

T^reenland 

Belknap 

Belle  Rive 

St.  Clair 

Belvidere 

Bement 

Benton 

S.  D.  Monroe 

Berwyn  

Bethalto 

Blandinsville 

Bloomington.  ... 
Wade-Barney . . . 
Mozart 


185 
.".66 
356 

702 

778 
74S 
533 

315 
330 
840 
178 
516 
.^20 
827 
548 
366 
270 
737 
825 
1.53 
390 
531 
451 
100 
433 
165 
6)1 
354 
318 
90 
254 
833 
253 

7.'1 

34 

618 

404 

771 

23 

665 

822 

696 

24 

60 

36. 

64 

447 

839 

406 

233 

43 

512 

656 


POSTOFFICE. 


Blue  Island 

Blue  Mound 

Bluffs 

Bowen 

Bradford 

Braidwood 

Bray  Held 

Bridgeport 

Brighton 

Broadlands  

Buckley 

Buda 

Bunker  Hill.... 

Burnside 

Burnt  Prairie . . 

Bushnell 

Byron 

Cabery 

Cairo i 

Camargo 

Cambridge 

Camden    

Cameron 

Camp  Point  — 
Campbell  Hill . . 

Canton 

Capron 

Cantrall 

Carbondale 

Carlinville 

Carlyle 

Carman  

Carnii  

Carrollton 

Carterville 

Carthage 

Casey 

Catlin 

Cave-in-Rock  . . 

Centralia 

Corro  Gordo.... 
ChamlitTsUurg 
Chamiiaign  .... 
Chandlerville  . . 

Channahon 

Charleston 

Chatham 

Chatsworth 

Chebanse 

Chenoa 

Cherry  Valley. 

Chester 

Chesterfleld  ... 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 


Calumet 

Blue  Mound 

Bluffs U.  D. 

Bowen 

Bradford  

Braidwood 

xoode 

Bridgeport 

Hibbard  

Broadlands  

Buckley •. 

Buda 

Bunker  Hill 

Burnside 

Burnt  Prairie 

T.  J.  Pickett 

Byron 

Norton 

Cairo 

Camargo 

Cambridge 

Camden 

Berwick 

Benjamin 

ShilohHill 

Morning  Star  . . . 

Cajjron 

Van  Meter 

Shekinah 

Mt.  Nebo 

■leott 

Carman  

Carmi 

Carrollton 

Williamson 

Hancock 

t^asey 

Catlin 

Cave-in-Rock  ... 

Centralia 

Cerro  Gordo 

Charabersburg.. 
Western  Star  ... 
Chandlerville  ... 

Channahon 

(•harleston 

Chatham 

ChatsA'orth 

Chebanse 

Chenoa 

Cherry  Valley .. . 

Chester 

Chesterfield 

Accordia  

Apollo  

Arcana 

Ashlar 


716 

682 

486 
514 
704 
744 
386 
249 
791 
634 
399 
151 
683 
668 
307 
274 
631 
237 
440 
49 
648 
619 

(595 
734 
575 
762 
241 

76 

79 
733 
272 

50 
802 

20 
442 
285 
444 
201 
600 
373 
240 

262 
35 
523 
539 
429 
292 
173 
72 
445 

642 
717 
308 
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APPENDIX. — PART   II, 


ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POSTOFFICES— Coniwmed. 


POSTOFFICE. 


Chicago  — 

(Auburn  Park) . 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Lawndale) 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Englewood).... 
Chicago 

(West  Pullman) 

Chicago 

Chicago — 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(G'nd  Crossing) 
Chicago 

(So.  Chicago) . . . 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Kensington)  .. 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Chicago  Lawn) 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Irving  Park)... 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Englewood).... 
Chicago 

(Norwood  Park) 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Pullman) 

Chicago 

(RodgersPark) 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Jefferson) 

Chicago 

(Ravenswood) .. 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Tracy) 

Chicago 

(So. Chicago). .. 
Chicago 


Auburn  Park. 

Ben  Hur 

Blair 

Blaney 

Chicago 

Cleveland  — 


Columbian 

Constantia  — 

Covenant 

D.  C.  Cregier., 
Dearborn 


Englewood 


Fides 

Garden  Citv. 

Garfield 

Germania  . . . 
Golden  Rule. 


Grand  Crossing. . . 


Harbor. . . 
Herder  ... 
Hesperia . 
Home.  . . . 


;toi 
Kenwoo(w. . . 

Keystone 

Kilwinning. 
Lakeside. . . . 
Lake  View.. 
Landmark.. 


Lawn 

Lessing 

Lincoln  Park. 

Mithra 

Mizpah 


Myrtle. 

Mystic  Star. 


Normal  Park. 


Beacon  Light 

Oriental 


Palace 

Park U*D. 

Pleiades 


Providence . 


Kavenswood 

Richard  Cole 

Siloam 

South  Park 

Thos.  J.  Turner. 

Tracy 


Triluminar. 
Union  Park. 


789 
818 
39.3 
271 
437 
211 

819 
783 
.526 
643 
310 


843 
141 
686 
182 
726 


731 
669 
411 
508 

804 
800 
639 
311 
739 
774 
422 

81. T 

557 
611 
410 

768 

795 

758 


478 
711 


697 
780 
662 
409 


767 
610 


POSTOFFICE. 


Chicago 

Chicago 

Chicago 

(Windsor  Park) 

Chicago 

Chicago 

( WoodlawnPk) 
Chicago 

(Wright's  Gro.) 

Chillicothe 

Chrisman 

Clay  City 

Clayton 

Cleveland 

Clifton 

Clinton 

Coal  Valley 

Cobden 

Cohn 

Colchester 

Colfax 

Collinsville 

Columbia 

Columbus 

Compton 

Concord 

Cordova 

Corinth 

Cornland  

Cowden 

Crab  Orchard . . . 
Creal  Springs... 

Creston 

Crete 

Cuba 

Dallas  City 

Danvers 

Danville 

Davis 

Dawson 

Decatur 

Decatur 

De  Kalb 

De  Land 

Delavan 

Denver 

De  Soto 

De  Witt 

Diona 

Dix 

Dixon 

Dongola 

Donnellson 

Downer's  Grove. 

Dundee 

Du  Quoin 

Durand 

Dwight 

Earlville 

East  Dubuque  . . . 
East  St.  Louis... 

Eaton 

Eddyville 

Edgewood 

Edinburg 

Edwardsville 

Effingham 

Elburn 


Waldeck 

Waubansia . 


Windsor  Park  . . 
Wm.  B.  Warren. 

Woodlawn  Park.. 

Wright's  Grove.. 
Geo.  Washington 

Bloomlield 

Clay  City 

Clayton 

Clement 

Clifton 

DeWitt 

Valley 

Cobden 

New  Hope 

Colchester 

Colfax 

Collinsville 

Columbia 

Columbus  

Brooklyn 

N.  D.  Morse 

Cordova 

Andrew  Jackson.. 

Cornland 

Joppa 

Blazing  Star. . . 
Creal  Springs. 

Creston 

Crete 

Cuba 

Dallas  City 

Danvers 

Olive  Branch. . 
Evening  Star. . 

Dawson 

Macon 

Ionic 

De  Kalb 

De  Land 

Delavan 

Denver 

De  Soto 

Amon 

Hutton 

Rome 

Friendship .... 

Dongola 

Donnellson 

Grove 

Dundee  

Du  Quoin 

Durand 

Livingston 

Meridian 

Martin 

East  St.  Louis. 

Crawford 

Eddyville 

Edgewood  

Blueville 

Edwardsville. . 

Effingham 

Blackberry 


674 
160 

836 

209 

841 

779 
222 

148 
488 
147 


84 
547 
466 
620 
781 
799 
712 
474 
227 
282 
346 
543 
487 
808 
706 
458 
817 
320 
763 
534 
235 
742 

38 
414 


312 
144 
812 
156 
464 
287 
261 
698 
721 
7 
581 
255 
824 
190 
234 
302 
371 
183 
491 
504 
666 
672 
484 
647 
99 
149 
359 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POSTOFPICES— Con^witted. 


POSTOFFICE. 


El  Dara El  Dara 

Eldorado Eldorado 

Elgin Elgin 

Elgin Monitor 

Elizabeth Kavanaugli 

Elizabethtown.. . .  Elizabeth 

EUiottstown Delia 

Ellis  Grove Kaskaskia 

Elmwood Horeb 

El  Paso El  Paso 

Elvaston Elvaston 

Enfield Enfield 

Equality Equality 

Erie Erie 

Etna Wabash 

Eureka W.  C.  Hobbs 

Evanston Evans 

Ewing Ewing 

Exeter Exeter 

Fairburj' Tarbolton 

Fairfield Fairfield 

Fairmount Fairmount 

Fairview Fairview 

Fairweather Kingston 

Farina Farina 

Farmer  City Farmer  City  — 

Farmington Farmington 

Ferrell Elbridge 

Fieldon Fieldon 

Fillmore Fillmore 

Findlay Findlay 

Fisher Sangamon 

Flat  Rock Russellville 

Flora Flora 

Forrest Forrest 

Frankfort Frankfort 

Franklin Wadley 

Franklin  Grove. .  Franklin  Grove. 

Freeburg Freeburg 

Freedom Freedom 

Freeport Excelsior 

Freeport Evergreen 

Fulton Fulton  City 

Galena Miners 

Galesburg Alpha 

Galesburg Vesper 

Gallatia Gallatia 

Galva Galva. 


Ganntown . 

Gays 

Gardner 

Genesee 

Geneva  

Genoa 

Georgetown... 
Gibson  Cit}'..  . 

Gillespie 

Gilman 

Girard 

Glasford 

Golconda 

Good  Hope 

Goreville 

Grafton  

Grand  Tower. 
Gray's  Lake. . 

Grayville 

Greenfield.  . . . 


New  Columbia.. 

Miles  Hart 

Gardner 

Stewart  

Geneva 

Genoa 

Ru.swell 

Gibson 

Gillespie 

Gilman 

Girard  

Lancaster.... . .. 

Golconda 

Good  Hope 

Saline  

Full  Moon 

Lafayette 

Rising  Sun 

Sheba 

Greenfield 


POSTOFFICE. 


388  Greenup 

730  Greenview 

117  Greenville 

523  Griggsville 

36  Grove  City 

276  Groveland 

52.5  Hamilton 

86  Hampshire 

363  Hardinsville 

246  Hardin 

715  Harrisburg 

677  Harristown 

2  Harvard 

667  Harvey 

179  Havana 

306  Hazel  Dell 

524  Hebron 

705  Henderson 

424  Henry  

351  Herrin's  Prairie, 

206  Hevworth 

590  Hickorv  Ridge.... 

350  Highland 

266  Highland  Park.. 

601  Hiilsboro 

710  Hincklev 

192  Hindsboro 

579  Holcomb 

592  Homer 

670  Hoopeston 

831  Hopedale 

801  Hope 

348  Hume 

204  Huntsville 

614  Hutsonville 

n67  Illinois  Citv 

616  Illiopolif,...". 

264  Indianola 

418  Industry 

194  lola 

97  Ipava 

170  I  Iroquois 

189  Jrving 

273  jiuka 

155  I  Jacksonville 

584  Jacksonville 

684  Jeffersonville  ... 

243  '  Jersey ville 

336  IJohnsonville 

.595  Joliet 

573  Joliet 

93  Jonesboro  

139  Kane 

288  Kankakee 

154  Kansas 

733  Karber's  Ridge  . 

214  Kenney 

591  Kewanee 

171  Keithsburg 

106  Kinderhook 

131  Kingston 

617  Kininundy 

339  Kirkwood" 

341  Knoxville  

6-57  Lacon 

115  LaFavette 

200  LaGrange 

129  LaHarpe 


Greenup 

Greenview 

Greenville 

Griggsville 

Fisher 

Groveland 

Black  Hawk 

Hampshire 

Hardinsville 

Calhoun 

Harrisburg 

Summit  

Harvard 

Magic  City 

Havana 

Hazel  Dell 

Hebron  

Hiram 

Henry  

Herrin's  Prairie, 

Heyworth 

Dills 

Highland  

A.  O.  Fay 

Mt.  Moriah 

Hinckley 

Hindsboro 

Meridian  Sun 

Homer 

Star 

Hopedale 

Hopewell  ...U.  D 

Edgar  

Huntsville 

Hutsonville  | 

Illinois  City ' 

Illiopolis I 

Vermilion 

Industry 

lola 

Ipava  

O.  H.  Miner 

Irving  

J.  D.  Moody 

Harmony 

Jacksonville 

Jeffersonville 

Jerse3'ville 

Johnsonville 

Mt.  Joliet 

Matteson 

Jonesboro  

King  Solomon 

Kankakee 

Kansas 

Tadmor 

Henderson 

Kewanee  

Robert  Burns 

Kinderhook  .... 

Kishwaukee 

Kinmundy 

AbrahamLincoln 

Pacific 

Lacon 

Stark 

LaGrange 

La  Harpe 


125 
653 
245 

45 
585 
352 
238 
443 
756 
792 
325 
431 
309 
832 

88 
580 
604 

26 
119 
693 
251 
295 
583 
676 

51 
301 
837 
505 
199 
709 
622 

829 
465 
136 
679 
521 
265 
327 
691 
213 
506 
455 
510 
3 
570 
460 
394 
713 
42 
175 
111 
197 
389 
280 
794 
820 
159 
113 
353 
402 
398 
518 
66 
61 
501 
770 
195 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POSTOFFICES—Contimied. 


POSTOFFICB. 


Lake  Creek 

La  Moille 

Lanark 

La  Prairie 

LaSalle 

Lawn  Ridge 

Lawrenceville  . 

Lebanon 

Lee  Center 

Leland 

Lena 

Lerna 

Le  Roy 

Lewistown . . 

Lexington 

Liberty 

Liberty  ville  . . . . 

Lick  Creek 

Lima 

Lincoln 

Lisbon 

Litchfield 

Litchfield 

Littleton 

Loami 

Lockport 

Loda 

London  Mills. . . 

Long  Point 

Louisville 

Lovington 

Ludlow 

Lyndon 

Lynn  ville 

McHenry 

McLean 

McLeansboro. . . 

Macedonia 

Mackinaw 

Macomb 

Macon 

Magnolia 

Mahomet 

Makanda 

Manchester 

Manito 

Mansfield 

Mapleton 

Maquon 

Marcelline 

Marengo 

Marine 

Marion 

Maroa 

Marseilles 

Marshall 

Martinsville 

Martinton 

Mascoutah 

Mason  

Mason  City 

Mattoon 

Mazon 

Mechanicsburg 

Medora 

Melvin 

Mendon 

Mendota 


Lake  Creek 

La  Moille 

Lanark  

La  Prairie 

Acacia 

Lawn  Ridge 

Edward  Dobbins, 

Lebanon 

Lee  Center 

Leland 

Lena 

Lerna 

Le  Roy 

Lewistown 

Lexington 

Liberty 

Liberty  ville 

Union 

Lima 

Logan 

Orient 

Charter  Oak 

Litchfield 

Littleton < 

Loami 

Lockport 

Abraham  Jonas. . 

London  U.  D. 

Lone;  Point 

Louisville 

Lovington 

Pera 

Lyndon 

Gill 

McHenrj'  

McLean  

Polk 

Royal 

Mackinaw 

M  acomb 

South  Macon 

Magnolia 

Mahomet 

Makanda 

Manchester 

Manito 

Mansfield 

Phoenix 

Maquon  

Marcelline 

Marengo 

Marine 

Fellowship 

Maroa 

Marseilles 

Marshall 

Clark 

Martinton  ..U.  D. 

Douglas 

Mas(m 

Mason  City 

Mattoon. .". 

Mazon 

Mechanicsburg. . . 

Fidelity ": . . . 

Melvin 

Mendon 

Mendota 


729 
383 
423 
267 
67 
415 
164 
110 
146 
558 
174 
788 
•«1 
104 
483 
380 
492 
627 
135 
210 
323 
236 
517 
766 
450 
538 
316 

552 
196 
228 
574 
750 
382 
158 


132 
17 
467 
103 
220 
434 
229 
476 
773 
663 
530 
114 
138 
355 
89 
454 
417 
133 
603 

361 
217 
403 
260 
826 
299 
152 
811 
449 
176 


POSTOFFICB. 


Meredosia 

Metropolis  City 

Milan ". 

Milf  ord 

Millburn 

Milledgeville.  . . 

Milton 

Minier 

Minonk 

Minooka 

Moline 

Momence 

Monmouth 

Monticello 

Montrose 

Morris 

Morrison 

Morrisonville  . . 

Moscow 

Mound  City 

Mound  Station. 
Mount  Auburn. 

Mt.  Carmel 

Mt.  Carroll 

Mt.  Erie 

Mt.  Morris 

Mt.  Pulaski 

Mount  Sterling 
Mt.  Vernon.  . . '. 

Moweaqua 

Murphysboro. . . 

Murray  ville 

Naperville 

Nashville 

Nebo 

Neoga  

Neponset  

New  Boston  .... 
New  Burnside . . 

New  Canton 

New  Douglas. . . 
New  Grand  Chain 
New  Hartford . . 

New  Haven 

New  Holland.... 

Newman 

New  Salem 

Newton 

New  Windsor  . . 

Noble 

Nokomis 

Normal 

Norris  Cit_v 

Norwood  Park.. 

Nunda 

Oakland 

Oak  Park 

Oblong 

Oconee 

Odell 

Odin 

O'Fallon 

Ogden 

Ohio 

Olmsted 

Olney 

Omaha 

Onarga 


Benevolent 

Metropolis 

Eureka 

Milford 

Antioch 

Milledgeville 

Milton 

Comet  

Rob  Morris 

Minooka 

Doric 

Momence 

Monmouth 

Fraternal 

Prairie  City 

Cedar ." 

Dunlap 

Morrisonville 

Moscow 

Trinity 

Kendrick 

Kedron  

Mt.  Carmel 

Cvrus 

Mt.  Erie 

Samuel  H.  Davis 

Mt.  Pulaski  

Hardin 

Mt.  Vernon. 

Moweaqua 

Murphysboro 

Murray  ville 

Euclid 

Washington 

Nebo 

Neoga 

Neponset 

New  Boston 

New  Burnside 

New  Canton 

Madison 

Grand  Chain 

New  Hartford 

New  Haven 

New  Holland 

Newman 

New  Salem 

Newton 

Oxford 

Noble 

Nokomis 

Normal 

May 

Beacon  Light  — 

Nunda 

Oakland 

Harlem 

Oblong  Cit3' 

Oconee 

Odell 

Odin 

O'Fallon 

Ogden 

Ohio  

Caledonia 

Olney  

Omaha  

Onarga  
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POSTOFFICES— Continued. 


POSTOFFICE. 


Oneida 

Opdyke 

Oquawka  

Orangeville 

Oreg^on 

Orion 

Oswego 

Ottawa 

Ottawa 

Owaneco 

Palatine 

Palra}'ra 

Pana 

Paris 

Paris  

Parkersburg 

Patoka  

Pawnee 

Paw  Paw 

Paxton 

Payson 

Pearl  City 

Pecatonica 

Pekin 

Pekin 

Pellonia 

Peoria  

Peoria 

Peoria 

Peoria 

Peotone  

Perry  

Peru 

Petersburg 

Philo 

Pilot 

Pinckneyville 

Pittsfleld 

Piper  City 

Plaintield 

Plainview 

Plainville 

Piano  

Pleasant  Hill 

Pleasant  Plains.. 

Plymouth 

Pocahontas  

Polo 

Pontiac 

Pontoosuc 

Port  Byron 

Potomac 

Prairie  City..' 

Pre-emptio'n 

Princeton  

Princeton  

Princeville 

Prophetstown 

Quincy 

Qulncy 

Quincy 

Quincy 

Raleigh 

Ramsey 

Rankin 

Rantoul  

Raritan 

Raymond 


Oneida 

Jefferson 

Oquawka 

Orangeville 

Oregon  

Sherman 

Raven 

Occidental 

Humboldt 

Locust 

Palatine 

Palmyra 

Pana 

Prairie 

Paris  

Parkersburg  . . 

Patoka 

Pawnee 

Corinthian 

Paxton 

Payson 

Pearl 

A.  W.  Rawson . . 

Pekin 

Empire 

Farmers 

Peoria 

Temple 

Illinois 

Schiller  

Peotone  

Perry  

St.  .Johns 

Clinton 

Centennial 

Newtown 

Mitchell 

Pittstield 

Piper  

Plaintield 

Plainview 

Adams 

Sunbeam .: 

Pleasant  Hill  .. 
Pleasant  Plains^ 

Plymouth 

Gordon 

Mystic  Tie 

Pontiac 

Herrick 

Philo 

Potomac 

Golden  Gate 

Pre-emption  . . . 

Bureau  

Princeton 

Princeville 

Prophetstown . , 

Bodley 

Herman 

Quincy 

Lambert  

Raleigh 

Ramsey 

Rankin 

Rantoul  

Raritan 

Raymond 


337 

368 
123 
687 
420 
535 
303 
40 
555 
623 
314 
463 
226 

268 

509 

613 

675 

205 

416 

379 

823 

145 

29 

126 

232 

15 

46 

263 

335 

636 

95 

13 

19 

747 

714 

85 

790 

60S 

53(i 

461 

42S 
565 
701) 
2St) 
473 
187 
294 
193 
436 


360 
293 
1 
39 
296 
659 
128 
405 

470 

692 


POSTOFFICE. 


Red  Bud 

Richmond 

Ridge  Farm  . . . 

Ridg-w'ay   

Rio 

Riverton 

Robinson  

Rochelle 

Rochester 

Rockford  

Rockford  

Rockford  

Rock  Island. . . 
Rock  Island. . . 

Rockport 

Rockton  

Roodhouse  

Roscoe 

Rose  Bud 

Roseville 

Rossville 

Rushville 

Rutland 

Sadorus 

Saint  Charles. 

Saint  Elmo 

Salem  

Sandwich  

San  Jose 

Saunemin 

Savanna 

Saybrook 

Scott  Land  — 

Scottville 

Seaton 

Seneca 

Shabbona 

Shannon  

Shawneetown. 

Sheffield 

Shelbvville.... 

Shfldon 

Sheridan 

.shipman 

Shirley 

Siblfv" 

Sideli 

Sidney 

Somohauk  — 
South  Elgin . . . 

Sparland 

Sparta  

Springfield  . . . . 
Siiringtield  . . , . 
Springfield  . . . . 
Si)ringfield  . . . . 
Spring  Hill.... 
Spring  Valle3' . 
Stanford  ...... 

Staunton  

Steeleville 

Sterling 

Stewardson  . . . 

Stockton  

St<me  Fort 

Streator 

Stronghurst.. 
1  Sublette 


Red.  Bud 

Richmond 

Ridge  Farm 

Ridgway 

Rio\ 

Riverton  Union.. 

Robinson  

Horicon  

Rochester  

Rockford  

Star  in  the  East. 
E.  F.  W.  Ellis.... 

Trio 

Rock  Island 

Rockport 

Rockton  

E.  M.  Husted 

Roscoe  

Tempel  Hill 

Roseville 

Rossville 

Rushville 

Rutland  

J.  R.  Gorin 

Unity 

Saint  Elmo 

Marion 

Meteor 

San  Jose 

Saunemin 

Mississippi 

Cheney's  Grove.. 

Scott  Land 

Scottville 

Charity 

Seneca 

Shabbona  

Shannon  

Warren 

Ames 

Jackson  

Sheldon  

Sheridan 

Shipman 

Shirley 

Sibley  

Sideli 

Sidney 

Somonauk  

Clintonville 

Sparland 

Hope 

Springfield 

Central 

Tvrian 

St.  Paul 

Bollen 

S.  M.  Dalzell 

Stanford 

Staunton 

Alma 

Rock  River 

Sigel 

Plum  River 

Stone  Fort  

Streator  

Stronghurst  U.D 
Sublette 


427 
143 
632 
816 
685 
786 
250 
244 
635 
102 
165 
633 

57 
658 
830 

74 
796 

75 
701 
519 
527 
9 
477 
537 

48 
769 
130 
283 
645 
738 
385 
468 
743 
426 
838 
532 
374 
490 

14 
142 

53 
609 
735 
212 
582 
761 
798 
347 
646 
511 
441 
162 
4 

71 
333 
50O 
412 
805 
785 
177 
497 
612 
.541 
554 
495 
607 

349 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  POSTOFFICES— OontrnwecZ. 


POSTOFFICE. 


Sullivan 

Summerfield 

Sumner  

Sycamore 

Tamaroa 

Tampico 

Taylorville 

Tennessee  

Thorn  psonville . 

Thomson 

Time 

Tiskilwa 

Toledo 

Tolona 

Tonica 

ToulOn 

Towanda 

Tower  Hill 

Tremont 

Trenton 

Trilla 

Troy 

Troy  Grove 

TunnellHill..   . 

Turner 

Tuscola 

Union 

Upper  Alton 

Urbana 

Utica 

Vandalia 

"Venice 

Vermilion 

"Vermont 

"Verona 

Versailles 

Victoria 

Vienna 

Viola 

Virden 

Virginia 


Sullivan 

Summerfield . 

Sumner 

Sycamore 

Tamaroa 

Yorktown 

Mound 

Tennessee 

Akin 

Thomson 

Time 

Sharon 

Toledo 

Tolono 

Tonica 

Toulon 

Towanda 

Tower  Hill . . . . 

Tremont 

Trenton 

Muddy  Point . 

Troy 

Shiloh 

Reynoldsburg 

Amity  " 

Tuscola 

Orion 

Franklin 

Urbana 

Waltham 

Temperance.. 

Triple 

Stratton 

Vermont 

Verona 

Versailles 

A.  T.  Darrah 

Vienna 

Viola 

Virden 

Virginia 


764 
342 
384 
1.34 
207 
65.5 
122 
496 
749 
559 
569 
550 
834 
391 
364 

93 
542 
493 
462 
109 
396 
.588 
397 
419 
472 
332 
358 

25 
157 
384 

16 
835 
408 
116 
757 
108 
793 
150 
577 
161 
.544 


POSTOFFICE. 


"Waldron 

Walnut 

Walpole 

Walshville.... 

Warren 

Warsaw 

Washburn 

Washington.. 

Wataga 

Waterman  . . . 

Waterloo 

Watseka 

Watson 

Wauconda 

Waukegan 

Waverly 

Wayne  City. . . 
Waynesville .. 

Weldon 

Wenona 

Wheaton 

Wheeling 

White  Hkll.... 
Williamsville 
Willow  Hill... 
Wilmington .. 
Winchester. . . 

Windsor 

Winnebago. . . 

Winslow 

Winterrowd. . 

Woburn 

Wolf  Creek  . . . 

Woodhull 

Woodstock  . . . 

Wyanet 

Wyoming  

Xenia 

Yates  City 

York 

Yorkville 


Aroma 

Walnut 

Tuscan 

Walshville.. 
Jo  Daviess . . 

Warsaw 

Washburn . . 

Taylor 

Wataga 

Waterman  . 

Morris 

Watseka 

Watson 

Wauconda. . 
Waukegan.. 
Waverly  — 

Orel 

Wayne 

Weldon 

Wenona 

Wheaton 

Vitruvius. .. 
White  Hall . 

Lavely 

Cooper 

Wilmington 
Winchester. 
Windsor .... 
Winnebago . 
Winslow.  ... 

Mayo 

Gilham 

Chapel  Hill . 
Woodhull... 
Saint  Marks 

Wyanet 

Wyoming  . . 

Xenia 

Yates  City . . 

York 

Kendall  .... 


378 
722 

aso 

475 
278 
257 
421 

98 
291 
728 
787 
446 
602 
298 

78 
118 
759 
172 
746 
344 
269 

81 

80 
203 
489 
208 
105 
.322 
745 
564 
664 
809 
719 
502 

63 
231 
479 
485 
448 
313 
471 
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List  of  Lodges  by  Districts. 

FIRST  DISTRICT. 

■South  Chicago"  and  all  that  part  of  Cook  county  lying  south  of  the  Chicago 
Kiver  and  east  of  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal. 


LOCATION. 


PLACE  OP  MEETING. 


33 

141 

Iffl) 

•zm 

271 
277 
308 
310 
311 
393 
409 
411 
422 
437 
508 
526 
&42 
662 
674 
690 
697 
716 
726 
731 
739 
758 
765 
767 
768 
776 
783 
789 
797 
800 
804 
810 
815 
832 
836 
841 
842 


Oriental Chicago 78  Monroe  St 

Garden  City Chicago Masonic  Temple  .. 

Waubansia [Chicago Masonic  Temple.  . 

W.B.Warren .Chicago Masonic  Temple.. . 

Blaney Chicago. .   78  Monroe  St 

Accordia .Chicago 62  North  Clark  St. 

Ashlar IChicago 'Masonic  Temple  . . 


Dearborn Chicago 3118  Forest  Ave. 

Kilwinning Chicago -Masonic  Temple    

Blair Chicago Masonic  Temple 

T.  J.  Turner Chicago Masonic  Temple 

Hesperia Chicago 78  Monroe  St 

Landmark Chicago 3636  Cottage  Grove  Ave 

Chicago Chicago (Masonic  Temple 

Home Chicago 3118  Forest  Ave 

Covenant Chicago Masonic  Temple 

Apollo Chicago 3118ForestAve 

South  Park Chicago 274-276  57th  St 

Waldeck Chicago 27th  St.  and  Wentworth  Av. .. 

Englewood    Chicago 63d  and  Yale  Sts 

Richard  Cole  Chicago 2941  Archer  Ave 

Calumet Blue  Island —  | 

Golden  Rule Chicago Masonic  Temple 

Harl5or Chicago 91st  St.  and  Commercial  Ave.. 

Lakeside Chicago 3120  Forest  Ave 

Mystic  Star Chicago State  and  44th  Sts 

Palace iPuUman i 

Triluminar iChicago 227  92d  St .  .    . 

Mizpah ■ Chicago 4341  South  Halsted  St 

Grand  Crossing Chicago 76th  St.  near  Dobson  Ave 


Constantia iChicago . 

Auburn  Park !Chicago. 

Normal  Park Chicago. 

Kenwood {Chicago. 

Kensington Chicago 

Tracy Chicago. 

Lawn I  Chicago 

Magic  City    JHarvey. 

Windsor  Park. JChicago. 

Woodlawn  Park Chicago. 

Fides iChicago 


701  South  Park  Ave. 

79th  and  Sherman  Sts 

69th  St.  and  Stewart  Ave.. 

4308  Cottage  Grove  Ave 

Henderson's  Hall 


Windsor  Park. 


SECOND  DISTRICT. 

All  that  part  of  West  Chicago  and  the  county  of  Cook  lying  south  of  the  "Fulton 

Branch"  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  R.  R.  and  west 

of  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal. 


LOCATION. 


PLACE  OF  MEETING. 


Randolph  and  Halsted  Sts. 

785  West  Madison  St 

Madison  and  Kobev  Sts. ... 


21  I.Cleveland  Chica^ 

478|Pleiades [Chicago 

610  Union  Park Chicago 

669'Herder IChicago |358  Blue  Island  Ave 

686  Garfield Chicago 1250  West  Madison  St 

717  Arcana [Chicago Halsted  and  Randolph  Sts 

770  LaGrange iLaGrange 

780  Siloam .Chicago 1249  Madison  St 

819  Columbian 'Chicago |l523  0gden  Ave 

839'Berwyn i  Berwy  n 


J 
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-PART   II. 


LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS— Co)i/inM<r(Z. 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

All  that  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago  and  the  county  of  Cook  lying  north  of  the  Fulton 
Branch  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  R.  R. 


81 
183 
.^14 
410 
524 
540 
557 
611 
(339 
64:^ 
711 
751 


779 
784 
795 
818 


Vitruvius 

Germania 

Palatine 

Mithra 

Evans 

Harlem 

Lessing 

I^incolh  Park 

Keystone 

D.  C.  Cregier 

Providence 

Liiunsbury 

Lake  View 

Ravenswood 

Wright's  Grove 

Beacon  Light 

Myrtle 

Ben  Hur 

Park U.  D. 


LOCATION. 


PLACE  OF  MEETING. 


62  N.  Clark  St . 


257  N.  Clark  St . 


Wheeling 

Chicago 

Palatine 

Chicago 

Evanston 

Oak  Park 

Chicago 62  N.  Clark  St 

Chicago Clark  St.  and  Center  Ave 

Chicago |64N.  Clark  St 

Chicago 406  and  408  Milwaukee  Ave 

Jefferson 

Barrington ! 

Chicago !Lincoln.  Racine  &  Diversy  Aves 

Chicago iWilson  St.&  E.Ravenswo'dPark 

Chicago 1631  N.  Clark  St 

Chicago Norwood  Park 

Chicago Irving  Park 

iChicago Milwaukee  and  North  Aves 

Chicago Clark  St.  and  Greenleaf  Ave. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 


117 
139 
190 
254 
359 
404 
443 
511 
522 

63 
138 
143 
1,58 
169 
3«( 
358 
604 

78 
115 
127 
298 
492 
676 
827 


Unity 

Jerusalem  Temple 

Elgin 

Geneva  

Dundee 

Aurora 

Blackberry  

Batavia. 

Hampshire 

Clintimville 

Mcinitnr 

St.  Marks 

Marengo 

Richmond 

McHenry 

Nunda  ." 

Harvard 

Orion 

Hebron  

Waukegan 

Risinc"  Sun 

Antio'ch 

Wauconda 

Libertvville 

A.  O.  Fay 

Sequoit 


LOCATION. 


St.  Charles 

Aurora 

Elgin 

Geneva 

Dundee 

Aurora  

Elburn 

Batavia 

Hampshire 

South  Elgin 

Elgin 

Woodstock 

Marengo 

Richmond 

McHenry 

Nunda  .'. 

Harvard 

Union 

Hebron  

Waukegan  .... 

Gray's  Lake 

Millburn 

Wauconda 

Liberty  ville 

Highland  Park 
Antioch 


Kane 

Kane 

Kane 

Kane 

Kane 

Kane 

Kane 

Kane  

Kane 

Kane 

Kane 

McHenr}- 
McHenry  , 
McHenry  , 
McHenr}^ . 
McHenry , 
McHenry , 
McHenrV 
McHenry  , 
Lake. . .".. 

Lake 

Lake 

Lake 

Lake 

Lake 

Lake 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS— Continued. 
FIFTH  DISTRICT. 


60 
575 

74 

75 
103 
1-15 
166 
173 
302 
633 
745 

97 
170 
174 
414 
564 
687 
823 


Belviclere 

Capron  

Rockton 

Roscoe 

Rockford  

A.  W.  Rawson 

Star-in-the-East 
Cherry  Valley  — 

Durarid 

E. F.W.Ellis 

Winnebago 

Excelsior 

Evergreen 

Lena 

Evening  Star 

Winslow 

Orangeville 

Pearl 


LOCATION. 


Belvidere 

Capron 

Rockton  

Roscoe  

Rockford  

Pecatonica . . . . 

Rockford  

Cherry  Valley . 

Durand 

Rockford  

Winnebago . . . . 

Freeport 

Freeport 

Lena 

Davis 

Winslow 

Orangeville  . . . 
Pearl  City 


Boone 

Boone 

Winnebago. 
Winnebago. 
Winnebago. 
Winnebago. 
Winnebago. 
Winnebago. 
Winnebago. 
Winnebago. 
Winnebago. 
Stephenson. 
Stei)hens(in. 
Stei)henson. 
Stephenson. 
Stephenson. 
Stephenson. 
Stephenson. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT. 


36 
273 
278 
491 
548 
554 
188 
345 
385 
423 
490 
559 
189 
293 
321 
412 
566 
612 
655 
667 
750 


Kavanaugh  . . 
Miners.  .."..... 

Jo  Daviess 

Martin 

Apple  River... 
Plum  River  . . 

Cyrus  

Milledgeville. 
Mississippi .  . 

Lanark  

Shannon 

Thomson 

Fulton  City. .. 
Prophetstown 

Dunlap 

BoUen 

Albany 

Rock  River    . 

Yorktown 

Erie 

Lyndon 


LOCATION. 


Elizabeth 

Galena 

Warren 

East  Dubuque 
Apple  River  . . . 

Stockton 

Mt.  Carroll  . . . . 
Milledgeville . , 

Savanna  

Lanark  

Shannon 

Thomson 

Fulton 

Prophetstown 

Morrison 

Spring  Hill ... 

Albany 

Sterling 

Tampico 

Erie 

Lyndon  


Jo  Daviess. 
Jo  Daviess 
Jo  Daviess. 
Jo  Daviess. 
Jo  Daviess. 
Jo  Daviess . 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Carroll  . . . . 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Carroll 

Whiteside  . 
Whiteside  . 
Whiteside  . 
Whiteside  . 
Whiteside  . 
Whiteside  . 
Whiteside  . 
Whiteside  . 
Whiteside  . 


SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 


96 
187 
244 
274 
320 
420 
505 

146 

178 


Samuel  H.  Davis 

Mystic  Tie 

Horicon 

Byron 

Creston 

Oregon 

Meridian  Sun  . . . 

Friendship 

Lee  Centre 

Illinois  Central. . 


LOCATION. 


Mt.  Morris 

Polo 

Rochelle  .  . 

Byron 

Creston  . . . . 

Oregon 

Holcomb . . . 

Dixon  

Lee  Centre 
Ambov 


Ogle. 
Ogle. 
Ogle. 
Ogle. 
Ogle. 
Ogle. 
Ogle. 
Lee  . 
Lee  . 
Lee  . 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS— Con^mtied. 
SEVENTH  DISTRICT— Continued. 


205  .Corinthian 

264  Franklin  Grove. 

2S-.'  Brooklvn 

.•m  Sul)k'tte 

5:?ItAslit()n 

184  .Svt-amore 

144 Dc  Kail) 

2k:!  Mvteor 

21SK  Genoa  

aoi'IIiiuklev 

374,.^hal>l)(>na 

402  Kishwaukee 

64(ii.s<)in<inauk 

728;Waterman 


LOCATION. 


Paw  Paw 

Franklin  Grove . 

Compton 

Sublette 

Ashton 

.Sycamore 

De  Kalb 

Sandwich 

Genoa  

Hinckley 

Shabbona 

Kingston 

.Somonauk 

Waterman 


CCfUNTY. 


Lee 

Lee  

Lee 

Lee  

Lee  

De  Kalb. 
De  Kalb. 
De  Kalb. 
De  Kalb. 
De  Kalb. 
De  Kalb. 
De  Kalb. 
De  Kalb. 
De  Kalb. 


EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 


NO. 

NAME. 

LOCATION. 

COUNTY. 

303 

Raven  

Orient 

Sunbeam 

Kendall 

Euclid 

Kendall 

,S23 

Kendall 

428 

Piano  

Kendall 

471 

Yorkville   

Kendall 

fX) 

Du  Page 

"m 

Du  Page 

Du  Page 

47-> 

Amity 

8-^4 

Grove •  •  •  • 

Du  Page 

42 

Mt  Joliet 

Joliet 

Will 

17.5 

Matteson 

Joliet 

Will 

208 

Wilmington 

Channahon 

Wilmington 

Channahon 

Will 

Will 

.53^1 

Plaintield 

Plaintield 

Will  ....• 

588 
636 
704 

Lockport 

Peotone • 

Braidwood.       . .  . 

Lockport :    

Peotone  

Will .'. 

Will 

Will        

763 

Crete 

Crete     .     .            

Will 

124 

Cedar 

Morris 

Grundj^ 

Grundy 

Grundy 

Grundy 

Grundy 

.528 

Minooka 

.573 

Gardner 

7.57 

Verona  

Vernna 

826 

Mazon 'Mazon 

NINTH  DISTRICT. 


13  St.  John's 
40  Occidental 
67|  Acacia 

176  Mendota  . 

i88:Meridian  . 

194  Freedom  . 

374,Tonica   ... 

384iWaltham. 

397  Shiloh  .... 

4l7iMarseilles 

477 j Rutland  .. 

532  Seneca  — 

555lHumboldt 


LOCATION. 


Peru 

Ottawa 

La  Salle  . . . 
Mendota  . . 
Earlville  . . 
Freedom  . . 

Tonica 

Utica 

Troy  Grove 
Marseilles 

Rutland  

Seneca 

Ottawa  .... 


La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
La  Salle 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  -DISTRICTS— Continued. 
NINTH  DISTRICT— Continued. 


NO. 

NAME. 

LOCATION. 

COUNTY. 

558 

Leland 

Streator   

La  Salle 

(i07 

streator 

La  Salle 

735 
•^4 

Sheridan 

Pontiac 

Tarbolton : 

Sheridan 

La  Salle 

Livingston 

351 

Fairburv 

371 

Dwight 

Odell 

Chatsworth 

Long  Point 

Forrest 

Saunemin 

Livingston 

401 

Odell 

539 

Livingston 

Livingston 

Livingston 

Livingston 

552 
614 

738 

Long  Point 

Forrest    

Saunemin 

TENTH  DISTRICT. 


LOCATION. 


112 
142 
231 
270 


:  Bureau 

Ames 

Wyanet.     .   . 

Levi  Lusk    . . 
383|LaMoille.... 

399JBuda 

550  Sharon 

587!Princeton 

722 'Walnut    

803iNeponset .... 
805  S.  M.  Dalzell 

814IOhio 

lOSJMagnolia    ... 


61 
119 
344 
415 
441 

93 
479 
501 
514 


Lacon 

Henry    

Wenona  ... 
Lawn  Ridge . 
Sparland  . . . 

Toulon  

Wyoming  . . . 

Stark  

Bradford  


Princeton  . .  . . 

Sheffield 

Wj-anet 

Arlington    . . . 

La  Moille 

Buda 

Tiskilwa  

Princeton 

Walnut 

Neponset 

Spring  Valley 

Ohio 

Magnolia 

Lacon 

Henry  

Wenona 

Lawn  Ridge  . 

Sparland 

Toulon 

Wyoming  . . . 
La  Fayette.. . 
Bradford  


Bureau  . . 
Bureau  . . 
Bureau  . . 
Bureau  . . 
Bureau  .  . 
Bureau  . . 
Bureau  . . 
Bureau  . . 
Bureau  . . 
Bureau  . . 
Bureau  . . 
Bureau  . . 
Putnam  . 
Marshall 
Marshall 
Marshall 
Marshall 
Marshall 
Stark.... 
Stark.   ... 

Stark 

Stark  


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 


LOCATION. 


49  Camhrid-ge  . 

92[Stewart 

159  Kewanee  . . . 

243  Galva   

433  Ann  a  wan. . . . 
502  Woodhull  . . . 

535  Sherman 

680  Clement    ..    . 

57|Trio 

69  Eureka  ..... 

319'Doric 

436  Philo 

516  Andalusia  .. 
543  Cordova  .   . . 

547| Valley   

658 'Rock  Island  . 


Cambridge  . 

Geneseo  

Kewanee  . . . 

Galva 

Atkinson  , . . 
Woodhull... 

Orion    

Cleveland    . 
Rock  Island 

Milan 

Moline 

Port  Byron. 
Andalusia  . . 

Cordova  

Coal  Valley 
Rock  Island 


Henry  

Henry  

Henry  

Henry  

Henry  

Henry  

Henry  

Henry    

Rock  Island. 
Rock  Island. 
Rock  Island. 
Rock  Island. 
Rock  Island. 
Rock  Island. 
Rock  Island. 
Rock  Island. 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS— ContinwecL 
ELEVENTH  DISTRICT— Continued. 


LOCATION. 


679  Illinois  Citv. . . 
59, New  Boston  .. 
llSRobert  Burns 

25:iiAledo 

367iOxford 

.577|  Viola 

7.55 1  Pre-emption  . 
838iCharity 


Illinois  Cit}'  .. 
New  Boston  . . 
Iveithsburg. . . 

Aledo 

New  Windsor 

Viola 

Pre-emption  . 
Seaton 


Rock  Island. 

Mercer 

Mercer 

Mercer 

Mercer 

Mercer  ■ 

Mercer 

Mercer 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT. 


17  Macomb 

233  Blandinsville. 
248  Golden  Gate.. 
307  T.J.  Pickett.. 

327Industr}- 

496  Tennessee 

.572  Bardolph 

617  Good  Hope. . . . 
781  Colchester.... 

100  Astoria 

104  Lewistown  . . . 

116  Vermont. 

192 

213 

253 

350 

534 

734 


9 
465 

648 
766 


Parmington 

Ipava  

Avon  Harmony. 

Paii"view 

Cuba 

Morning  Star  . . 

London  

Rushville 

Huntsville 

Camden  

Littleton  


LOCATION. 


Macomb 

Blandinsville 
Prairie  City  . 

Bushnell 

Industrj- 

Tennessee  ... 

Bardolph 

Good  Hope,. . . 
Colchester. .. 

Astoria 

Lewistown. . . 

Vermont 

Farmington. 

Ipava 

Avon 

Fairview 

Cuba 

Canton 

London  Mills 
Rushville.... 
Huntsville  . . 

Camden  

Littleton 


McDonough 
McDonough 
McDonough 
McDonough 
McDonough 
McDonough 
McDonough 
McDonough 
McDonough 

Fulton 

Fulton 

Fulton 

Fulton 

Fulton 

Fulton 

Fulton 

Fulton 

Fulton 

Fulton 

Schuyler 

Schuyler — 

Schuyler 

Schuyler 


THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT. 


LOCATION. 


26 
66 
1.55 
185 
291 
330 
337 
448 
.530 
584 
685 
793 
37 
518 
519 
619 
702 
123 


Hiram 

Pacific 

Alpha 

Abingdon 

Wataga 

Altona 

Oneida 

Yates  City 

Maquon 

Vesper 

Rio 

A.  T.  Darrah 

Monmouth 

Abraham  Lincoln 

Roseville 

Berwick 

Alexandria 

Oquawka 

Raritan 

Carman 

Stronghurst U.  D 


Henderson Knox. 

Knoxville jKnox. 

Galesburg jKnox. 

Abingdon 'Knox. 

Wataga  — 

Altona 

Oneida 

Yates  City 

Maquon 

Galesburg 

Rio 

\'ictoria. . . 
Monmouth 
Kirkwood 


Roseville .'.'.".'....'...'...'.  W 


Cameron 

Alexis 

Oquawka 

Raritan 

Carman 

Stronghurst. 


Knox 

Knox 

Knox 

Knox 

Knox 

Knox 

Knox 

Knox 

Warren 

Warren 

arren. . . . 
Warren  — 
Warren .  . . 
Henderson. 
Henderson. 
Henderson. 
Henderson. 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS— Continued. 
FOURTEENTH  DISTRICT. 


15 

46 

106 

*>t>o 

263 
335 
360 
363 
663 
748 
246 
247 
306 
421 
29 
98 
126 
132 
156 
352 
462 
622 
641 


Peoria 

Temple 

Lancaster 

George  Washington. 

Illinois 

Schiller 

Princeville 

Horeta :    . 

Phoenix 

Alta 

El  Paso 

Rob  Morris 

Wm.  C.  Hobbs 

Washburn 

Pekin 

Taylor 

Empire 

Mackinaw 

Delavan 

Grovelancl 

Tremont 

Hopedale 


LOCATION. 


Comet 'Minier 


Peoria 

Peoria 

Glasford 

Chillicothe  . . 

Peoria 

Peoria 

Princeville  . . 
Elmwood  . . . . 
Mapleton  — 

Alta 

El  Paso 

Minonk 

Eureka 

Washburn. . . 

Pekin 

Washington 

Pekin  . .". 

Mackinaw  . . . 

Delavan 

Groveland... 

Tremont 

Hopedale 


Peoria   . .    . 

Peoria 

Peoria   . .   . 
Peoria   . . . 

Peoria 

Peoria 

Peoria 

Peoria 

Peoria 

Peoria 

Woodford 
Woodford  , 
Woodford  . 
Wfjodford  . 
Tazewell. . . 
Tazewell . . . 
Tazewell... 
Tazewell... 
Tazewell... 
Tazewell. . . 
Tazewell  . . 
Tazewell . . . 
Tazewell... 


FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT. 


43 

221 
251 
292 
468 
469 
482 
512 
542 
582 
656 
673 
737 
742 
785 
799 
84 
172 
261 
710 
746 
820 
416 
608 
631 
733 
761 
811 


Bloomington  . . . 

Le  Roy 

Hey  worth 

Chenoa 

Cheneys  Grove. 

McLean 

Lexington  

Wade  Barney.. 

Towanda  

Shirley 

Mozart 

Normal 

Arrowsmith  .  . . 

Danvers 

Stanford  

Colfax 

De  Witt 

Wayne 

Amon 

Farmer  Citj^ 

Weldon 

Henderson  

Paxton 

Piper  

Norton 

Gibson  

Sibley  

Melvin 


LOCATION. 


Bloomington. 

Le  Roy 

Hey  worth  

Chenoa 

Say brook  

McLean 

Lexington  .  . . 
Bloomington 

Towanda 

Shirley 

Bloomington 

Normal 

Arrowsmith  . 

Danvers 

Stanford  

Colfax 

Clinton 

Waynesville . 

De  Witt 

Farmer  City 

Weldon 

Kenney  

Paxton 

Piper  City 

Cabery , 

Gibson  City . . . 

Sibley 

Melvin 


McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean 
McLean. 
McLean. 
McLean. 
De  Witt. 
De  Witt. 
De  Witt. 
De  Witt. 
De  Witt. 
De  Witt. 

Ford 

Ford 

Ford  .. 

Ford 

Ford 

Ford  .. 
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LIST  OP  LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS— Conruuttd. 
SIXTEENTH  DISTRICT. 


378 

389 
481 
168 
305 
316 
429 
446 
506 
591 
609 
634 


38 
154 
265 
285 
527 
590 
632 
709 
714 
725 
782 
798 


Aroma 

Kankakee 

Momence 

Miltord 

Onarga  

Abraham  Jonas 

Chebanse  

Watseka 

O.  H.  Miner 

Gilman 

Sheldon 

Bucklej- 

Clifton 

Martinton U.  D 

Olive  Branch 

Russell 

Vermilion 

Catlin 

Rossville 

Fairmount 

Ridge  Farm 

Star 

Newtown 

Rankin 

Potomac 

Sidell 

Hopewell U.  D, 


Waldron . . 
Kankakee 
Momence.. 
Milford.... 
Onarga. . . . 

Loda 

Chebanse  . 
Watseka. . 
Iroquois 


COUNTY. 


Kankakee  , 
Kankakee 
Kankakee 
Iroquois . . , 
Iroquois . . , 
Iroquois  . . . 
Iroquois  . . . 
Iroquois  . . . 
Iroquois  . . . 


Gilman |  Iroquois 


Sheldon 

Buckley 

Clifton 

Martinton... . 

Danville 

Georgetown  . 
Indianola.  . .. 

Catlin 

Rossville 

Fairmount... 
Ridge  Farm. 
Hoopeston.  . . 

Pilot 

Rankin 

Potomac 

Sidell 

Hope 


Iroquois  . . . 
Iroquois  . . . 
Iroquois  . . . 
Irciquois  ... 
Vermilion  . 
Vermilion  . 
Vermilion  . 
Vermilion  . 
Vermilion  . 
Vermilion  . 
Vermilion 
Vermilion  . 
Vermilion  . 
Vermilion  . 
Vermilion  . 
Vermilion  . 
Vermillion 


SEVENTEENTH  DISTRICT. 


157 
199 
220 
240 
347 
391 
470 
537 
574 
747 
754 
791 
801 
332 
366 
369 
440 
825 
837 

77 
148 
268 
280 
408 
579 
743 
829 

35 
179 
219 
260 
390 
:«6 


LOCATION. 


Urbana Urbana 

Homer Homer 

Mahomet Mahomet 

Western  Star Champaign . 

Sidne  J- ;  Sidney 


Tolono 
Rantoul. . 
Sadorous. 
Ludlow  . . , 
Philo. 


Tolono 
Rantoul  . . . 
J.  R.  Gorin . 

Pera 

Centennial. 

Ogden Ogden . 

Broadlands  iBroadlands. 

Sangamon iFisher 

Tuscola iTuscola 

Areola 

Newman 

Camargo 

Arthur 

Hindsboro. . . . 

Prairie 

Bloomfleld 

Paris 

Kansas 

Stratton 

Elbridge 

Scott  Land  — 

Edgar  

Charleston  — 

Wabash 

Oakland 

Mattoon 

Ashmore 

Muddy  Point.. 

Lerna 

Hutton 


Areola 

Newman 

Camargo 

Arthur 

Hindsboro 

Paris 

Chrisman 

Paris 

Kansas 

Vermilion 

Ferrell 

Scott  Land 

Hume 

Charleston 

Etna Coles . 

Oakland Coles . 

Mattoon .Coles 

Ashmore  'Coles 

Trilla Coles 

Lerna Coles 

Diona IColes 


Champaign. 
Champaign. 
Champaign. 
Champaign. 
Champaign . 
Champaign. 
Champaign. 
Champaign. 
Champaign. 
Champaign. 
Champaign. 
Champaign. 
Champaign. 
Douglas  — 

Douglas  

Douglas 

Douglas  

Douglas  — 
Douglas  — 

Edgar 

Edgar 

Edgar 

Edgar 

Edgar 

Edgar 

Edgar 

Edgar 

Coles 
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LIST  OP  LODGES  BY  BIQTRICTS- Continued. 
EIGHTEENTH  DISTRICT. 


NO. 

NAME. 

LOCATION. 

coTjNrr. 

58 

Monticello 

Bement 

Cerro  Gordo 

Atwood 

Mansfield 

De  Land 

Piatt . 

3fi5 

Bement 

Piatt 

600 

Piatt . 

fifil 

Piatt   . 

773 

Mansfield 

Piatt 

81  •' 

Piatt   . 

228 

764 

8 

Miles  Hart 

Sullivan 

Macon 

Gays 

Sullivan 

Moultrie  

Moultrie 

3]'^ 

431 
454 
467 

.Summit 

Harristown 

.South  Macon 

682  Blue  Mound 

87|Mt.  Pulaski 

165|Atlanta 

2l0!Loe:an 

Blue  Mound 

Mt.  Pulaski » 

Atlanta 

Lincoln 

New  Holland 

Cornland  

Macon 

Logan 

Logan 

Logan 

741 

808 

New  Holland 

Cornland 

Logan 

Logan 

NINETEENTH  D  [STRICT. 


88  Havana 

403  Mason  City. 

476Manito 

645  San  Jose 

19  Clinton 

653  Greenview. . 


4 
71 
203 
299 
333 
354 


.Springfield 

Central 

Lavely 

Mechanicsburg 

Tyrian 

Ark  &  Archor.. , 

450]Loami 

500  St.  Paul 

521 
.523 
556 
635 
675 
700 
762 


23 
544 
724 


Illiopolis 

Chatham 

Dawson 

Rochester 

Pawnee 

Pleasant  Plains. 

Van  Meter 

Riverton  Union . 

Cass 

Virginia 

Chandlerville... . 


LOCATION. 


Havana 

Mason  City 

Manito 

San  Jose 

Petersburg 

Greenview 

Springfield 

Springfield 

Williamsville  . .. 
Mechanicsburg  . 

Springfield 

Auburn 

Loami 

Springfield 

Illiopolis 

Chatham 

Dawson 

Rochester  

Pawnee 

Pleasant  Plains. 

Cantrall 

Riverton 

Beardstown 

Virginia  

Chandlerville  ... 


Mason 

Mason 

Mason 

Mason.. 

Menard  . . .  . 

Menard  . . . . 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon . 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

.Sangamon. 

Sangamon. 

Sangamon . 

Cass 

Cass 

Cass 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS— Coniint^d. 
TWENTIETH  DISTRICT. 


44 

lOS 
430 

;{ 

52 
118 
346 
38-3 
43:2 
570 
61(5 
10.1 

42-1 

34 
45 
95 

218 
275 
353 
373 
388 
453 
565 
569 
790 
806 
821 
830 


Hardin 

Versailles 

Keiidrick 

Harmony 

Benevolent 

Waverly 

N.  D.  Morse 

Gill  

Murray  ville 

Jacksonville  

Wadley 

Winchester 

Manchester 

Exeter 

Bluffs U.  D. 

Barry 

Griggsville 

Perry  

New  Salem i» 

Milton « 

Kinderhook  

Chamtaersburg 

El  Dara 

New  Hartford 

Pleasant  Hill 

Time 

Pittsfleld 

Nebo 

New  Canton 

Rockport 


LOCATION. 


Mt.  Stering 

Versailles 

Mound  Station 

Jacksonville 

Meredosia 

Waverly 

Concord 

Lynnville 

Murray  ville 

Jacksonville 

F^ranklin 

Winchester  

Manchester 

Exeter 

Bluffs 

Barry 

Griggsville 

Perry |Pike. 

New  Salem Pike. 

Milton iPike . 

Kinderhook Ipike. 

Chambersburg Pike. 

El  Dara Pike 

New  Hartford Pike. 

Pleasant  Hill jPike . 

Time — Pike . 

Pittsfleld Pike. 

Nebo iPike. 

New  Canton 'Pike . 

Rockport Pike . 


Brown  . . 

Brown  . . 

Brown  . 

Morgan. 

Morgan. 

Morgan. 

Morgan. 

Morgan. 

Morgan. 

Morgan. 

Morgan. 

Scott . . . . 

Scott . . . . 

Scott . . . . 

Scott..  . 

Pike 

Pike 


TWENTY-FIRST  DISTRICT. 


1  Bodley 

39j  Herman 

114  Marcelline  ... 

135  Lima 

147,Clavton 

2:27 1  Columbus  .. . 

266  Kingston 

267  La  Prairie . . . 

296  Quincy 

297!Benjamin  — 

379  Payson 

380  Liberty  

449  Mendon 

529  Adams 

6.59  Lambert  .... 

20  Hancock 

193Herrick 

195  La  Harpe 

235  Dallas  City  . . 
238  Black  Hawk. 

2571  Warsaw  

286  Plymouth.... 


295 
318 
464 

486 


Dills 

J.  L.  Anderson  , 

Denver  

Bowen 

618[Hasco 

683  Hurnside  

715lElvaston 


LOCATION. 


Quincy 

Quincy 

Marcelline 

Lima 

Clayton  

Columbus  

Fairweather  . 

La  Prairie 

Quincy 

Camp  Point 

Payson 

Liberty 

Mendon 

Plainville 

Quincy 

Carthage 

Pontoosuc    . . . . 

La  Harpe 

Dallas  City  . . . . 

Hamilton 

Warsaw 

Plymouth  

Hickory  Ridge 

Augusta 

Denver  

Bowen 

Basco 

Burnside 

Elvaston 


Adams.. . 
Adams.. . 
Adams.. . 
Adams. . . 
Adams.. 
Adams . . . 
Adams  . 
Adams.. . 
Adams.. . 
Adams.. . 
Adams.. . 
Adams . . . 
Adams . . . 
Adams.. . 
Adams.. . 
Hancock. 
Hancock. 
Hancock. 
Hancock. 
Hancock. 
Hancock. 
Hancock. 
Hancock. 
Hancock . 
Hancock 
Hancock. 
Hancock. 
Hancock. 
Hancock. 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS— Cojjftnwed. 
TWENTY-SECOND  DISTRICT. 


793 
50 
80 
129 
197 
796 
341 
394 
592 
76 
151 
152 
161 
171 
177 
212 
214 
249 
426 
445 
461 
463 


Calhoun 

Carrollton 

Whitehall 

Greenfleld 

Kins  Solomon. 
E   M.  Husted.. 

Pull  Moon 

Jersey  ville 

Fieldon 

Mt.  Nebo 

Bunker  Hill ... 

Fidelity 

Virden 

Girard 

Staunton 

Shipman 

Gillespie 

Hibbard  

Scottville 

Chesterfield  ... 

Plainview 

Palmyra 


LOCATION. 


Hardin 

Carrollton  .  . 
Whitehall  ... 
Greenfield  ... 

Kane 

Roodhouse.. . 

Grafton 

Jersey  ville... 

Fieldon 

Carlinville  .  . 
Bunker  Hill. 

Medora 

Virden 

Girard 

Staunton 

Shipman 

Gillespie 

Brighton..:   . 
Scottville. 
Chesterfield  . 
Plainview  . . . 
Palmyra 


Calhoun... 

Greene 

Greene 

Greene 

Greene 

Greene 

Jersey 

Jersey 

Jersey 

Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 
Macoupin. 


TWENTY-THIRD  DISTRICT. 


51 
236 
255 
455 
456 
475 
517 
670 
692 
122 
226 
340 
451 
585 
623 
647 
681 

53 
180 

392 
493 
541 
706 
«31 


Mount  Moriah . 
Charter  Oak... 

Donnellson 

Irving 

Nokomis 

Walsh  ville 

Litchfield 

Fillmore 

Raymond 

Mound 

Pana 

Kedron 

Bromvsrell  

Fisher  

Locust 

Blueville 

Morrisonville.. 

Jackson  

Moweaqua 

Windsor 

Oconee 

Tower  Hill 

Sigel  

Joppa 

Findlay  


LOCATION. 


Hillsboro 

Litchfield 

Donnellson 

Irving 

Nokomis 

Walshville 

Litchfield 

Fillmore 

Raymond 

Taylorville 

Pana 

Mount  Auburn. 

Assumption 

Grove  City 

Owaneco 

Edinburg : 

Morrisonville  . 
Shelby  ville. ... 

Moweaqua  

Windsor 

Oconee 

Tower  Hill 

Stewardson.... 

Cowden 

Findlay  


Montgomery  . 
Montgomery  . 
Montgomery  , 
Montgomery  . 
Montgomery  . 
Montgomery  , 
Montgomery  , 
Montgomery  , 
Montgomery  , 

Christian 

Christian 

Christian 

Christian 

Christian 

Christian 

Christian 

Christian 

Shelby 

Shelby 

Shelby 

Shelby 

Shelby 

Shelby 

Shelby 

Shelby 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS— Continued. 
TWENTY-FOURTH  DISTRICT. 


12.5 
279 
580 
834 
133 
313 
442 
603 
620 
136 
2.50 
348 
644 
666 
7561 
2161 
489; 
140 
362 
509 
164 
334 
386 
447 


Greenup  

Neoga  

Hazel  Dell 

Toledo 

Marshall 

York 

Casev 

Clark 

Newhope 

Hutsonville 

Robinson 

Russellville 

Oblong  City 

Crawford 

Hardinsville 

Newton 

Cooper  

Olnev 

Noble 

Parkersburg  — 
Edward  Dobbins 

Sumner 

Bridgeport 

S.  D.  Monroe 


LOCATION. 


Greenup 

Neoga 

Hazel  Dell 

Toledo 

Marshall 

York 

Casey 

Martinsville. 

Cohn 

Hutsonville. . . , 

Robinson 

Flat  Rock 

Oblong 

Eaton 

Hardinsville.. 

Newton 

Willow  Hill... 

Olney 

Noble 

Parkersburg . 
Lawrenceville 

Sumner 

Bridgeport  . . . 
Birds 


Cumberland . 
Cumberland 
Cumberland . 
Cumberland. 

Clark 

Clark 

Clark 

Clark 

Clark 

Crawford 

Crawford  

Crawford 

Crawford  

Crawford 

Crawford 

Jasper  

Jasper  

Richland 

Richland 

Richland 

Lawrence — 

Lawrence 

Lawrence 

Lawrence 


TWENTY-FIFTH  DISTRICT. 


196 
204 
485 
488 
691 
149 
217 
484 
.525 
533 
578 
602 
664 
665 
16 
405 
601 
769 
130 
201 
398 
.503 
510 
618 


Louisville  . . . 

Flora 

Xenia 

ClayCitv 

£ola 

Effingham... 

Mason 

Edgewood  . . 

Delia 

Altamount. . 
Prairie  City 

Watson 

Mayo 

Greenland. ., 
Temperance 

Ramsey 

Farina 

St.  Elmo 

Marion 

Centralia 

Kinmundv  .  • 

Odin '. .,. 

J.  D.  Moody. . 
Patoka 


LOCATION. 


Louisville  . . . 

Flora 

Xenia 

Clav  Citv .... 

lola....: 

Effingham... 

Mason 

Edgewood . . . 
EUiottstown, 
Altamount.. . 

Montrose 

Watson 

Winterrowd 
BeecherCity 

Vandalia 

Ramsey 

Farina" 

St.  Elmo 

Salem 

Centralia 

Kinmund3-. .. 

tfdin 

I-uka 

Patoka 


Clav 

Clav 

Clav 

Clay 

Clay 

Effingham . 
Effingham. 
Effingham. 
Effingham. 
Effingham. 
Effingham . 
Effingham. 
Effingham. 
Effingham. 

Favette 

Fayette . . . . 
Fayette . . . . 

Fayette 

Marion  . . .  . 

Marion 

Marion 

Marion ..     . 

Marion 

Marion 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  DISTRICTS— Con^ijnted. 
TWENTY-SIXTH  DISTRICT. 


NO. 

NAME. 

LOCATION. 

COUNTY. 

94<=, 

Greenville 

Greenville 

Bond 

47S 

Bond 

8oq 

Gillham      

Woburn       

Bond 

7t) 

Scott 

Carlyle 

Clinton 

101 

Trenton        .        

Trenton.           

">=( 

Franklin 

Piasa  

Edwardsville 

Erwin 

Marine 

Bethalto 

Madison 

Highland 

Trov 

Collinsville 

Upper  Alton 

Madison 

•>7 

Alton  

99 

Edwardsville ■ 

Alton 

Madison 

355 

Marine 

406 

Bethalto 

Madison 

5fi0 

583 

Highland 

Madison 

588 

Trov 

Madison 

71'? 

Collinsville 

Madison 

835 

Triple 

TWENTY-SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 


24 
110 
342 
361 
418 
504 
576 
474 
787 
72 
86 
162 
427 
497 


St.  Clair 

Lebanon 

Summerfield . 

Douglas 

Freeburg 

East  St.  Louis 

O'Fallon 

Columbia 

Morris 

Chester  

Kaskaskia 

Hope 

Red  Bud 

Alma .-. 


LOCATION. 


Belleville 

Lebanon 

Summerfield  . 
Muscoutah  . . . 

Freeburg 

East  St.  Louis 

O'Fallon 

Columbia 

Waterloo 

Chester 

Ellis  Grove  .. . 

Sparta  

Red  Bud 

Steeleville... . 


St.  Clair  . . 
St.  Clair.. 
St.  Clair  . . 
St.  Clair  . . 
St.  Clair  . . 
St.  Clair  . . 
St.  Clair  .. 
Monroe.. . . 
Monroe.. .. 
Randolph. 
Randolph . 
Randolph. 
Randolph. 
Randolph. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 


55 
153 
31 

368 
696 
721 

64 
567 
705 
744 
749 

85 
207 
234 
241 
287 
434 
498 


Washington . 

Clay 

Mt.  Vernon  . . 

Jefferson 

Belle  Rive 

Rome 

Benton 

Frankfort . . . . 

Ewing 

Goode 

Akin 

Mitchell 

Tamaroa 

Du  Quoin 

Shekinah 

De  Soto 

Makanda 

Murphysboro 


LOCATION. 


Nashville 

Ashley 

Mt.  Vernon 

Opdyke 

Belle  Rive 

Dix 

Benton 

Frankfort  

Ewing 

Bravtield 

Thohipsonville. 
Pinckiievville.. 

Tamaroa 

Uu  Quoin 

Carbondale  

De  Soto 

Makanda 

Murphvsboro . . 


Washington. 
Washington. 

Jefferson 

Jefferson 

Jefferson 

Jefferson 

Franklin 

Franklin 

Franklin 

Franklin 

Franklin 

Perry  

Perry  

Perry 

Jackson 

Jackson 

Jackson 

Jackson 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  BlSTmCTS—Contimied. 
TWENTY-EIGHTH  DISTRICT— CONTINUED. 


NO. 

NAME. 

LOCATION. 

COUNTY. 

657 
695 

LaFavette 

Shiloh  Hill 

Grand  Tower 

Campbell  Hill  

Jackson  

m'^ 

Ava    

Jackson  

89 

Williamson 

458 

Crab  Orchard 

Williamson 

487 
693 

Andrew  Jackson 

Herrins  Prairie  ■ 

Chapel  Hill           .               

Corinth 

Williamson 

7m 

Wolf  Creek 

Williamson 

729 

La.ke  Creek 

Williamson 

fvy> 

Williamson 

817 

Creal  Springs 

Creal  Spring.s 

Williamson 

TWENTY-NINTH  DISTRICT. 


206 
331 
460 
713 
759 
356 
239 
752 
200 
272 
668 
677 
718 
137 
630 
807 
128 
325 
495 
684 
730 
2 

14 
230 
723 
816 


Fairfield 

Mount  Erie. .  ■ . 
Jeffersonville . 
Johnsonville  . . 

Orel 

Hermitage  — 
Mount  Carmel 

Allendale 

Sheba 

Carmi 

Burnt  Prairie. 

Enfield 

Mav 

Polk 

Tuscan 

Roval 

Raleigh 

Harrisburg... 
Stone  Fort  — 

Gallatia 

Eldorado 

Equality 

Warren 

New  Haven... 

Omaha 

Ridg^vay 


LOCATION. 


Fairfield 

Mt.  Erie 

Jeffersonville. 
Johnsonville.. . 
Wayne  City  .    . 

Albion 

Mount  Carmel. 

Allendale 

Grayville 

Carmi 

Burnt  Prairie. 

Enfield 

Norris  City. . . . 
McLeansboro  . 

Walpole 

Macedonia 

Raleigh 

Harrisburg. .. . 
Stone  Fort .   -  . 

Gallatia 

Eldorado  

Equality 

Shawneetown. 

New  Haven 

Omaha 

Ridgway 


Wayne 

Wayne 

Wayne 

Wayne 

Wayne.  .. 
Edwards.. 
Wabash. . . 
Wabash... 

White 

White 

White 

White 

White 

Hamilton . 
Hamilton. 
Hamilton. 

Saline 

Saline 

Saline 

Saline 

Saline 

Gallatin  .. 
Gallatin  .. 
Gallatin  .. 
Gallatin  .. 
Gallatin  . . 
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LIST  OF  LODGES  BY  DIST nlCTS— Continued. 
THIRTIETH  DISTRICT. 


276 
444 
7'.I4 
131 
67:.* 
701 
771 
91 
231 
336 
InO 
339 
419 


111 
457 
466 
520 
581 
627 
47 
660 
562 
237 
840 


Elizabeth 

Cave-in-Rock  . 

Tadmor  

Golconda 

Eddvville 

Temole  Hill . . . 

Bav  City 

Metropolis 

Farmers 

New  Columbia, 

Vienna 

Saline 

Reynoldsburg. 
New  Burnside . 

Gurney 

Belknap 

Jonesboro 

Moscow 

Cobden 

Anna 

Dongola 

Union 

Caledonia 

Grand  Chain  . . 

Trinity 

Cairo 

Alto  Pas-s 


LOCATION. 


Elizabethtown.  . . 

Cave-in-Rock 

Karber's  Ridge  . . 

Golconda 

Eddyville 

Rose  Bud 

Bay  City 

Metropolis 

Pellonia 

New  Columbia.. . . 

Vienna 

Goreville 

Tunnel  Hill 

New  Burnside. . . . 
New  County  Line 

Belknap 

Jonesboro 

Moscow 

Cobden 

Anna 

Dongola 

Lick  Creek 

Olmsted 

New  Grand  Chain 

Mound  City 

Cairo 

Alto  Pass 


Hardin 

Hardin 

Hardin 

Pope 

Pope 

Pope 

Poiie 

Massac  — 
Massac  — 
Massac  — 
Johnson... . 
Johnson... . 

Johnson 

Johnson 

Johnson — 
Johnson.  . . 

Union 

Union 

Union 

Union 

Union 

Union 

Pulaski 

Pulaski 

Pulaski...  . 
Alexander . 
Union 
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Reports 


OF 


District   Deputy   Grand   Masters. 


FIRST  DISTRICT. 

Chicago,  Aug.  22,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  On  receiving  notice  of  my  appointment  as 
your  Deputy  for  the  First  Masonic  District,  without  delay  I  issued  to 
the  several  lodges  composing  the  same,  the  usual  notice,  at  the  same 
time  conveying  to  each  an  expression  of  my  readiness  to  respond 
promptly  to  any  request  for  an  official  visit. 

In  due  time  I  received  communications  from  a  few  lodges  acknowl- 
edging receipt  of  notice,  and  inviting  me  to  visit  them  when  con- 
venient. 

Deeming  it  important,  in  view  of  my  new,  relation  to  the  several 
lodges  in  this  district,  I  at  once  determined  to  visit  as  many  as  the 
brief  time  between  my  appointment  and  the  date  of  my  report  would 
permit,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  endeavor  to  become  personally 
known  to  the  several  masters,  secretaries,  and  as  many  of  the  other 
officers  and  members  as  I  might  have  the  good  fortune  to  meet. 

In  furtherance  of  this  resolution,  I  at  once  began  to  visit,  un- 
announced (not  waiting  for  special  invitation),  the  various  lodges, 
and  from  the  time  of  my  appointment,  the  first  of  June,  last,  I  visited 
(semi-officially)  thirty-three  of  the  forty  lodges  in  the  First  District. 

In  every  instance  I  have  met  the  W.M.  and  secretary,  and  many 
other  officers  and  members  as  well,  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  report,  that,  on  every  such  occasion,  I  was  most  cordially 
and  fraternally  received,  both  personally,  and  as  your  representative. 

Two  of  the  lodges  visited  were  not  opened:  in  one  there  was  no 
quorum,  in  the  other,  the  W.M.  thought  that  the  lodge  room  was  too 
hot,  and  I  was  of  the  same  opinion.     I  passed  a  very  pleasant  hour 
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with  the  master  and  secretary  of  each,  and  was  favorably  impressed, 
from  what  I  was  able  to  learn,  in  regard  to  the  present  condition  and 
future  prospects  of  each. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  places  of  meeting  of  the  lodges 
visited,  are  properly  situated  (elaborately  furnished  in  many  cases) 
and  well  adapted  to  the  uses  required.  Windsor  Park  No.  836  and 
Woodlawn  Park  No.  841,  are  both  doing  splendid  work,  and  will,  in 
the  near  future,  be  better  accommodated  as  to  places  of  meeting. 

Most  of  the  lodges,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report,  exhibit  a  com- 
mendable desire  to  conform  to  the  standard  work:  indeed  several  are 
nearly  perfect,  both  as  to  ritual  and  ceremonies;  many  others  are 
quite  close  to  the  required  proficiency  and  show  a  commendable  desire 
towards  perfection. 

In  only  one  lodge  have  I  observed  a  marked  disposition  to  ignore 
the  established  work,  both  as  to  ritual  and  ceremonies,  the  latter  es- 
pecially. This  lodge  by  reason  of  the  amount  of  work,  is  making 
many  Masons  without  conveying  to  them  a  proper  impression  of  the 
purity  and  simplicity  of  the  Masonry  taught  and  exemplified  in  the 
schools  of  instruction.  I  regard  the  attempted  embellishments,  per- 
sonal and  ceremonial,  as  practiced  by  the  lodge  referred  to,  as  un- 
masonic  and  pernicious  in  their  influence  upon  the  Craft,  and,  that 
being  so,  they  should  not  be  tolerated. 

Thanking  you  for  the  great  honor  conferred  in  appointing  me  as 
your  representative,  and  assuring  you  of  my  sincere  personal  regard, 
I  remain  Fraternally  yours, 

W.  M.  BURBANK, 
D.D.G.M.  First  District. 


SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Chicago,  Aug.  24,  1895. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  A  commission  nominating  me  as  your  Deputy 
for  this  district  might,  under  other  circumstances,  have  caused  me  to 
question  my  ability  to  properly  fulfill  the  duties  of  the  position.  I 
was,  however,  aware,  as  my  able  predecessor  in  his  last  report  said, 
that  I  should  "find  general  peace,  harmony,  and  prosperity  existing 
in  all  the  lodges  of  the  district."     I  felt,  further,  that  in  my  very  dear 
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brother,  R.W.  Edward  Cook,  I  had  a  counselor  on  whose  fund  of 
knowledge  and  rip'e  experience  I  could  at  all  times  make  welcome 
draft. 

On  receipt  of  my  commission,  I  at  once  notified  the  lodges  of  the 
district  of  my  appointment  and  of  my  readiness  to  respond  to  any  call 
made  upon  my  services,  but  so  far  have  received  no  call  of  an  official 
nature. 

During  the  year  I  have  visited  all  and  singular  the  lodges  in  this 
district  except  one,  in  my  immediate  neighborhood — and  that  one  I 
shall  visit  this  week — and  am  pleased  to  report  that  I  found  them, 
without  exception,  in  a  healthy,  prosperous  condition,  and  conforming 
in  most  cases  to  the  standard  ritual. 

Peace  and  harmony  prevail  in  all  the  lodges,  with  the  exception 
of  certain  differences  in  Columbia  No.  819,  the  details  of  which,  I  am 
informed,  you  are  familiar,  and  which,  I  understand,  will  be  carried 
to  the  Grand  Lodge  for  adjustment. 

Profoundly  grateful.  Most  Worshipful,  for  the  honor  conferred, 
1  am,  Yours  fraternally, 

HERBERT  PRESTON, 

D.D.G.M.  Second  District. 


THIRD  DISTRICT. 

Chicago,  Aug.  15,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother :  On  the  20th  of  May  last  I  had  the  honor  of 
receiving  my  commission  of  appointment  as  District  Deputy  for  this 
Masonic  District,  to  fill  out  the  unexpired  term  of  our  lamented  and 
beloved  Bro.  Joseph  H.  Dixon,  who  died  on  May  7,  1893,  after  a  very 
sad  and  lingering  sickness.  He  was  esteemed  as  an  honest  man  and  a 
good  Mason.  On  receiving  my  commission  I  at  once  notified  all  the 
lodges  in  the  district  of  my  desire  to  cultivate  official  and  social  rela- 
tions with  the  several  lodges  and  brothers,  and  received  some  compli- 
mentary replies  in  return. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  a  few  of  the  lodges,  and  shall 
endeavor  to  visit  each  one  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  October  next.     I  am  pleased  to  report  that  so  far  as  I  can  learn 
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the  best  of  feeling  prevails  throughout  the  district,  and  the  lodges 
are  doing  good  work. 

Park  Lodge,  U.D.,  located  at  the  extreme  northern  limits  of  the 
city,  have  accomplished  glorious  results.  Although  having  been  in 
full  operation  but  about  nine  months  they  have  raised  twenty-seven 
good  and  true  Masons,  and  will  have  raised  thirty  or  more  before  the 
31st  inst.  While  the  work  may  seem  large,  yet  I  can  vouch  for  its 
being  good  work,  true  work,  square  work. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  and  for  the  many 
courtesies  received  at  your  hands,  and  with  kindest  regards,  I  remain 

Fraternally  j^ours, 

M.  B.  lOTT, 
D.D.G.M.  Third  District. 


FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Woodstock,  111.,  Aug.  22,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  As  per  the  requirements  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  By-laws,  I  herewith  take  pleasure  in  submitting  my  annual 
report,  as  D.D.G.M.  for  the  Fourth  Masonic  District. 

Upon  receipt  of  your  commission  appointing  me  to  this  position, 
I  at  once  mailed  to  each  subordinate  lodge  in  the  district,  a  notice 
of  my  readiness  to  respond  to  official  calls  for  my  services. 

I  have  received  no  calls  for  official,  and  have  made  but  few  unoffi- 
cial visits  during  the  year  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  assisting  at  the  installation  of  officers 
of  a  few  of  the  lodges  in  my  jurisdiction. 

I  have  answered  all  inquiries  in  regard  to  Masonic  law  and  usage, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and  I  trust  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  mak- 
ipg  the  inquiries. 

While  this  has  been,  comparatively',  a  quiet  year  Masonically, 
I  believe  the  reports  of  subordinate  lodges  to  the  Grand  Secretary 
will  show  a  substantial  gain  in  membership  in  the  district. 

This,  I  believe,  embraces  a  history  of  all  my  official  acts  during 
this  Masonic  year,  which  have  not  been  submitted  to  you  in  previous 
reports. 
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Thanking  you  for  the  distinguished  honor  conferred  upon  me, 
and  congratulating  you  upon  the  marked  success  of  your  administra- 
tion for  the  year,  I  remain  Yours  fraternally, 

L.  T.  HOY, 
D.D.G.M.  Fourth  District. 


FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

Freeport,  111.,  Aug.  10,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  The  Masonic  year  drawing  to  a  close,  re- 
minds me  to  send  to  you  my  report  for  the  Fifth  Masonic  District.  I 
visited  lodges,  installed  officers,  examined  records,  and  was  present 
when  work  was  done.  I  am  pleased  to  say,  the  interest  in  the  stand- 
ard work  in  all  lodges  is  gratifying,  and  I  believe  that  lodges  in  this 
district  are  doing  all  they  can  to  perfect  themselves  in  the  work. 
In  Excelsior  Lodge  No.  97,  the  lodge  of  which  I  have  been  a  member 
since  1856,  a  good  deal  of  work  has  been  done.  I  herewith  send  a  let- 
ter from  Bro.  Blosser,  secretary  of  said  lodge,  which  I  make  a  part  of 
my  report,  thinking  secretaries  of  lodges  may  follow  his  example. 

Freeport,  111.,  Jan.  2, 1896. 
Jacob  Krohn,  D.D.G.M.,  City. 

Bear  ISir  and  Brother:  In  compliance  with  your  verbal  request, 
I  herewith  furnish  such  information  concerning  Excelsior  Lodge  No. 
97,  as  I  think  you  may  desire.  » 

The  increase  of  membership  during  1895  was  as  follows: 

Raised,  13;  admitted,  6;  total,  19.  Loss:  Died,  5;  dimitted,  3: 
total,  8;  net  increase,  11. 

The  total  membership  at  our  annual  December  20,  was  246.  The 
lodge's  assets  are  as  follows: 

Cash  in  hands  of  treasurer,  $852.55:  loan  on  real  estate  mortgage, 
$850.00;  invested  in  real  estate,  $100.00;  total,  SI, 802.55. 

In  addition  to  the  above  we  have  a  complete  set  of  officers'  robes 
purchased  in  1895,  at  a  cost  of  $311.54,  and  magic  lantern  with  views 
costing  $78.00,  as  well  as  lodge  furniture,  paraphernalia,  etc.,  the 
value  of  which  you  can  estimate  as  well  as  I  can. 

A  matter  deserving,  in  my  opinion,  special  mention,  is  the  fact 
that  since  I  assumed  the  office"  of  secretary,  beginning  with  1892,  the 
suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  has  been  whollj'  unnecessary,  the 
brethren  as  a  rule  paying  as  promptly  as  possible,  and  the  dues  for 
the  current  year  are  usually  all  in  by  the  31st  day  of  December.    Of 
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course  to  achieve  this  the  secretary  must  "hustle,"  but  I  regard  him 
as  the  business  manager  of  the  lodge,  and  it  is  his  duty  to  see  that 
the  dues  are  paid.  By  extra  eflfortson  his  part  the  dues  are  gathered 
in  and  the  members  retained,  the  result  being  so  gratifying  that  any 
extra  labor  and  use  of  postage  is  deemed  well  expended.  1  doubt  if 
there  is  a  lodge  in  the  state  with  so  large  a  membership,  able  to  show 
a  record  to  equal  Excelsior's. 

The  whole  number  of  degrees  conferred  during  1895  was  39,  vizi 
E.A.,  16;  F.C.,  10;    M.M.,  13. 

Trusting  that  the  new  year  upon  which  we  have  just  entered  may 
prove  to  be  to  you  and  all  good  Masons  a  happy  and  prosperous  one, 
I  am,  Fraternally  3'ours, 

W.  H.  Blosser,  Secretary. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred,  and  hoping  that  you  may 
live  man}^  years  in  good  health,  I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

JACOB  KROHN, 
D.D.G.M.,  Fifth  District. 


SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

Mt.  Carroll,  111.,  Aug.  17,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  take  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the 
Craft  in  this  district  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  visiting  a  number  of  lodges,  installed  the  officers  in  some, 
and  in  the  capacity  of  Deputy  Grand  Lecturer  have  given  instruction 
in  the  standard  work  to  several,  and  I  find  a  disposition  among  the 
officers  to  qualify  themselves  in  the  work,  and  a  majority  of  the  lodges 
are  doing  very  creditable  work. 

Peace  and  harmony  seem  to  prevail  throughout  the  district,  and 
beyond  what  has  been  previously  reported  to  you  nothing  of  import- 
ance has  been  reported  to  me. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred,  and  congratulating  you  on 
your  successful  administration,  with  kindest  personal  regards,  I  am, 
Fraternally  yours, 

CHAS.  E.  GROVE, 
D.D.G.M.  Sixth  District. 
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SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

DeKalb,  111.,  Sept.  11,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  ISir  and  Brother:  Upon  your  notifying  me  of  my  appointment 
as  D.D.G.M.  of  the  Seventh  District,  as  per  j'our  request  I  at  once 
notified  every  lodge  in  this  district  of  my  willingness  to  comply  with 
any  demand  made  upon  me. 

With  one  exception  I  have  not  been  called  upon  officially:  have 
visited  a  number  of  lodges  during  the  year.  I  find  they  have  made 
suitable  proficiency  by  following  very  closely  the  standard  work,  with 
much  credit  to  the  Craft. 

Kishwaukee  Lodge  No.  402  requested  my  official  presence  to  wit- 
ness their  work  and  balloting  on  a  petition  to  have  constituted  a 
lodge  in  the  village  of  Kirkland.  The  petition  was  rejected,  which 
seemed  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  that  prevailed  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  lodge.  The  Third  Degree  was  conferred  with  dignity  and 
much  credit  to  the  W.AI.  and  other  officers  performing  the  work. 
Genoa,  Kingston,  and  Kirkland  are  three  thriving  villages,  on  the 
line  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railway:  Genoa,  two  and 
one-half  or  three  miles  east  of  Kingston,  and  Kirkland  five  or  six 
miles  on  the  west.  Kingston,  fearing  that  the  territory  left  them 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  sustain  a  lodge,  refused  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petition  solely  on  that  ground. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  District  Deputy,  should  the  two  villages 
unite  their  strength,  they  have  material  enough  to  sustain  two  pros- 
perous and  creditable  lodges,  which  would  materially  improve  the 
good-fellowship  that  should  prevail  among  the  Craft  in  these  two 
villages.  Otherwise,  the  Seventh  District  is  in  a  prosperous  and 
healthy  condition,  with  a  large  increase  of  membership  in  a  number 
of  the  lodges. 

Congratulating  you  upon  this  year  of  Masonic  prosperity  and  your 
successful  administration,  I,  with  many  thanks  for  the  honor  you 
have  conferred  upon  me,  am 

Courteously  and  fraternally  yours, 

D.  D.  HUNT, 
D.D.G.M.  Seventh  District. 
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EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

JOLIET,  111.,  Aug.  20,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  During  the  past  Masonic  year,  I  am  pleased 
to  report,  nothing  of  importance  has  occurred  to  disturb  the  harmony 
among  the  several  lodges  in  the  Eighth  District,  that  has  been 
brought  to  my  notice.  Here  and  there  matters  have  arisen  that 
might  hav^e  bred  discord,  but  by  the  exercise  of  a  little  common  sense 
and  fraternal  forbearance  have  been  amicably  adjusted,  without 
serious  friction. 

I  have  responded  to  all  calls  during  the  year,  but  have  not  been 
able  to  cover  the  entire  district.  The  lodges,  generally,  seem  to  enjoy 
a  fair  share  of  prosperitj-,  and  I  believe  that  peace  and  harmony 
prevails.  Fraternally  yours, 

JNO.  B.  FITHIAN, 
D.D.G.M.  Eighth  District. 


NINTH  DISTRICT. 

Ottawa,  111.,  Sept.  3,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master, 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  peace  and 
harmony  prevailing  among  the  Craft  in  the  Ninth  Masonic  District. 
I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  as  manj'  of  the  lodges  located 
in  this  district  as  I  would  have  been  pleased  to.  One  of  the  most  en- 
joyable occasions  worth  noting  was  the  public  installation  of  the 
officers  of  Seneca  Lodge  No.  532,  at  Seneca,  111.  The  brethren  of 
Seneca  Lodge  are  noted  entertainers  and  well  up  in  the  standard 
work  of  this  grand  jurisdiction. 

Under  the  mastership  of  W.  Bro.  M.  L.  Newell,  Occidental  Lodge 
No.  40,  Ottawa,  111.,  has  enjoyed  a  pleasant  revival.  The  officers  and 
brethren  of  No.  40  were  never  more  proficient  in  the  standard  work, 
all  of  which  is  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of  Bro.  Newell  and  his  effi- 
cient corps  of  officers. 

Thanking  you  for  courtesies  extended,  I  remain  with 
Fraternal  regards  thine, 

W.  L.  MILLIGAN, 
D.D.G.M.  Ninth  District. 
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TENTH  DISTRICT. 

Sparland,'  111.,  Aug.  22,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  The  year  now  drawing  to  a  close  has  been 
a  very  successful  and  prosperous  one  Masonically,  and  it  affords  me 
great  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  lodges  in  this  district  are 
in  a  thriving  condition  and  doing  good  work. 

I  have  been  called  upon  to  make  but  one  visit  in  my  official  capac- 
ity, that  of  Burean  Lodge  No.  112,  of  which  a  special  report  was 
made  to  you  November  14, 1895. 

On  Friday  evening,  November  8,  1895,  I  visited  Henry  Lodge  No. 
119,  and  assisted  in  conferring  the  Master  Mason  degree  on  two  candi- 
dates: at  the  conclusion  of  the  ceremonies  an  adjournment  was  had  to 
the  new  opera  house  where  a  splendid  bancxuet  awaited  us,  which  was 
greatl}^  enjoyed  by  all  present. 

On  the  28th  of  December  I  was  invited  to  install  the  officers  of 
Toulon  Lodge  No.  93,  but  owing  to  a  previous  engagement  I  was  un- 
able to  be  with  them  on  that  date,  which  I  regret  very  much. 

I  have  visited  many  of  the  lodges  in  this  district,  and  assisted  in 
conferring  the  degrees  on  many  candidates.  I  find  the  lodges  all  in 
good  working  order,  in  conclusion  I  will  say  that  peace  and  harmony 
prevail. 

With  congratulations  for  the  great  interest  you  have  taken,  and 
your  successful  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Craft,  and  with 
gratitude  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me,  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

T.  VAN  ANTWERP, 
D.D.G.M.  Tenth   District. 


ELEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Cambridge,  111..  Aug.  22,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  It  is  a  gratification  to  be  able  to  report  the 
Craft  in  this  district  faithful,  and  in  excellent  condition.  We  have 
had  very  little  friction  during  the  year,  and  each  case  has  been  so 
adjusted  that  the  results  will  be  beneficial. 
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The  quantity  of  work  is  not  so  great  as  in  some  previous  years, 
but  the  quality  is  an  advanced  order. 

Yours  fraternally, 

F.  G.  WILTON, 
D.D.G.M.  Eleventh  District. 


TWELFTH  DISTRICT, 

Canton,  111.,  Aug.  26,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  herewith  submit  my  annual  report  as  your 
representative  in  this  Masonic  District,  for  the  year  now  closing'. 
Harmony  and  concord  has  seemed  to  prevail  in  general  during  the 
past  year;  but  few  requests  for  official  visitation  have  been  made. 
The  complaint  of  certain  brethren  of  Camden  Lodge  No.  648  of  the 
Worshipful  Master,  was,  a^t  your  request,  investigated  and  reported 
to  you  and  peacefull}-  adjusted. 

On  August  12,  1896,  I  instituted  London  Lodge,  U.D.,  at  London 
Mills,  Fulton  Co.,  111.,  making  now  ten  lodges  in  this  county.  I  was 
assisted  in  the  ceremonies  by  R.W.  Bro.  C.  E.  Allen,  of  Galesburg; 
R.W.  Bro.  Emerson  Clark,  of  Farmington,  and  R.W.  Bro.  George  W. 
Hamilton,  of  Abingdon,  also  by  some  fifty  of  the  officers  and  members 
of  Abingdon,  Maquon,  and  Fairview  Lodges.  London  Lodge  begins 
its  labors  with  eighteen  members,  and  with  a  zeal  and  energy  which 
bespeaks  future  success. 

Many  of  the  lodges  in  this  district  have  had  a  good  increase  of 
membership,  notably  that  of  Cuba  No.  534,  which  has  raised  twenty 
or  more  candidates  during  the  past  year. 

With  assurances  of  high  personal  regard,  I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  V.  HARRIS, 
D.D.G.M.  Twelfth  District. 
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THIRTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Galesburg,  111.,  Aug-.  25,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  In  submitting  my  report  for  -this  district 
for  the  Masonic  j'ear  now  drawing  to  a  close,  I  take  pleasure  in  re- 
porting that  peace  and  harmony  prevail.  I  am  glu.d  to  note  the  in- 
crease in  the  interest  in  the  standard  work,  and  believe  that  every 
lodge  in  this  district  is  rajiidly  acquiring  and  working  the  same. 

Aside  from  the  usual  round  of  installations  and  official  visits  I 
have  had  little  to  demand  my  attention.  I  have  been  over  a  great 
portion  of  the  district,  and  I  regret  that  my  time  has  been  so  thor- 
oughly occupied  by  my  business  that  I  could  not  visit  more  of  the 
lodges  than  I  have.  With  best  wishes  for  the  continued  success  of 
our  noble  order,  and  thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred,  I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

H.  C.  YETTER, 
D.D.G.M.  Thirteenth  District. 


FOURTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Pekin,  111.,  Aug.  24,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Mj^  action  in  taking  up  the  charter  of  Bath 
Lodge  No.  494,  Bath,  111.,  and  the  disposition  of  its  effects  have  been 
previously  fully  reported  to  you. 

I  have  visited  two-thirds  of  the  lodges  in  this  district,  assisting  in 
the  installation  of  officers  or  witnessing  the  work  in  the  different  de- 
grees. I  find  a  great  improvement  in  the  work,  and  they  are  gradu- 
ally coming  up  to  the  standard  as  given  in  this  grand  jurisdiction.  I 
have  been  treated  with  the  utmost  courtesy  by  the  Fraternity,  for 
which  I  hereby  desire  to  express  my  sincere  thanks. 

In  some  quarters  I  understand  it  is  deemed  best  to  abolish  the 
German  lodges,  from  the  fact,  it  is  claimed,  that  they  are  not  up  in 
the  standard  work.  I  am  unalterably  opposed  to  it.  I  can  positively 
say,  from  my  own  observations  and  what  knowledge  I  have  of  the 
German  language,  that  in  our  sister  city,  Peoria,  where  Schiller  No. 
335  exists,  that  they  are  as  near  the  standard  work  as  any  lodge  in 
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this  grand  jurisdiction,  and  a  more  genial  and  companionableship  of 
brothers  exist  nowhere  under  the  sun.  Let  them  enjoy  the  work  in 
their  own  mother  tongue.  They  are  a  happy,  prosperous,  and  con- 
tented people. 

Peace,  prosperity,  and  good  will  pervades  throughout  the  brother- 
hood, as  far  as  I  can  ascertain.     May  it  ever  so  continue. 

Wishing  you  success  in  administering  the  laws,  fully,  effectively, 
and  successfully,  I  remain, 

Fraternally  yours, 

LOUIS  ZINGER, 
D.D.G.M.  Fourteenth  District. 


FIFTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Bloomington,  111.,  Sept.  7,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Bear  Sir  and  Brother:  The  duties  of  your  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master  in  the  Fifteenth  District  have  not  been  onerous  during  the 
past  year.  It  has  been  my  pleasure  to  visit  many  of  the  lodges  in  this 
district  and  to  perform  for  them  such  services  as  installations,  con- 
ferring degrees,  and  burying  the  dead.  In  nearly  every  instance  I 
have  found  them  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition  and  doing  an  amount 
of  work  commensurate  with  the  times.  Bloomington  Masons  are 
proud  to  have  this  the  home  of  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Sec- 
retary. The  three  lodges  are  in  an  excellent  condition  and  reflect 
great  credit  upon  the  institution  of  Masonry.  Thanking  you  for  the 
honor  conferred,  I  beg  to  remain, 

Sincerely, 

DELMAR  D.  DARRAH, 
D.D.G.M.  Fifteenth  District. 


SIXTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Kankakee,  111.,  Aug.  17,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Bear  Sir  and  Brother:  My  official  duties  as  D.D.G.M.  of  the  Six- 
teenth Masonic  District  have  been  very  few  for  the  past  year,  thereby 
proving  that  peace  and  prosperity  have  existed  among  the  brethren- 
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Since  sending  out  my  notices  announcing  my  readiness  to  visit 
any  of  the  lodges  in  the  district,  I  have  been  called  upon  but  once  in 
an  official  capacit3\  Star  Lodge  No.  709,  A.F.  and  A.M..  of  Hoopes- 
ton,  fearing  that,  owing  to  some  alterations  being  made  in  the  build- 
ing in  which  their  hall  is  located,  it  might  be  endangered  as  a  secure 
place  for  Masonic  work  and  instruction,  called  upon  me  to  make  them 
a  visit.  This  I  did,  on  the  22d  of  November  last,  and  after  consulta- 
tion with  the  members  and  the  owner  of  the  building,  a  plan  was 
evolved  which,  I  think,  has  been  carried  out  and  found  to  be  satis- 
factory. 

Returning  to  you  mj-  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  upon  me  in 
my  appointment,  and  with  kindest  regards,  I  remain 

Fraternall}'  yours, 

HASWELL  C.  CLARKE, 

D.D.G.M.  Sixteenth  District. 


SEVENTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Paris,  111.,  Aug.  15,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  My  duties  have  been  confined  to  installing 
officers  and  answering  a  few  questions  on  Masonic  law  submitted. 

I  had  the  privilege  of  assisting  you  in  the  consolidation  of  the 
two  Masonic  lodges  at  Mattoon,  111.,  on  April  30,  1896.  And  also  par- 
ticipated in  laying  the  corner  stone  of  the  "Eastern  Illinois  Normal 
School"*  on  May  27.  1896,  at  Charleston,  111. 

Thanking  j-ou  for  the  many  courtesies  extended,  I  am 
Fraternally  yours, 

'  ROBERT  L.  McKINLAY, 
D.D.G.M.  Seventeenth  District. 


EIGHTEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Bement,  111.,  Aug.  15,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:    I  have  but  very  little  to  report  from  the 
Eighteenth  District  that  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Craft. 
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I  think  the  lodges  in  the  larger  towns  and  cities  have  done  more, 
and  in  the  smaller  towns  less,  than  the  average  amount  of  work,  but 
harmony  has  prevailed  universally  in  the  district  so  far  as  I  am  in- 
formed. 

I  publicly  installed  the  officers  of  Cerro  Gordo  Lodge  No.  600,  and 
Mansfield  Lodge  No.  773,  and  assisted  in  the  ceremonies  of  dedicating 
the  Masonic  Temple  erected  by  the  Brethren  of  Atwood  Lodge  No. 
651.  I  have  accepted  all  invitations  to  visit  lodges  and  have  an- 
swered all  questions  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  With  personal  regards, 

Fraternally  yours, 

C.  F.  TENNEY, 
D.D.G.M,  Eighteenth  District. 


NINETEENTH  DISTRICT. 

Springfield,  111.,  Aug.  17,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  report  to 
you  that  the  Masonic  Order  in  this,  the  Nineteenth  District,  is  in  a 
very  harmonious  condition.  There  is  not  a  jar  of  any  kind  in  the  dis- 
trict, that  I  am  aware  of.  Onr  lodges  have  done  their  usual  amount 
of  work  and  our  material  has  been  fully  up  to  the  standard,  if  any- 
thing better  than  it  formerly  has  been. 

I  look  for  an  improvement  in  the  membership  of  many  of  our 
lodges  in  the  future,  as  they  are  paying  more  attention  to  the  social 
features  of  the  order,  and  in  the  country  lodges  that  always  denotes 
prosperity. 

Thanking  you.  Most  Worshipful,  for  uniform  courtesy,  I  am 
Truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

R.  D.  LAWRENCE, 
D.D.G.M.  Nineteenth  District. 


TWENTIETH  DISTRICT. 

Winchester,  111.,  Aug.  25,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  My  official  duties  during  the  past  year  have 
not  been  burdensome,  which  fact,  I  take  it,  augurs  well  for  the  gen- 
eral prosperity  of  the  Craft  in  this  district. 
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Under  your  special  proxy,  on  Wednesday  evening,  March  11,  1896, 
I  instituted  Bluffs  Lodge  U.D.,  at  Bluffs,  111.,  with  a  membership  of 
about  twenty,  and  with  every  prospect  of  becoming  a  useful  and  pros- 
perous lodge. 

Much  interest  and  activity  has  been  manifested  by  many  of  the 
lodges  in  the  district,  and  more  and  better  work  has  been  the  result. 

Some  steps  should  be  taken  to  awaken  some  lodges  and  to  arouse 
them  from  the  lethargy  into  which  they  have  fallen.  This  kind  of 
missionary  work  could  well  be  undertaken  by  the  District  Deputy 
Grand  Masters,  and  I  have  no  doubt  with  good  results,  but  few  are 
prone  to  voluntarily  assume  duties  not  assigned  to  them. 

Fraternally  yours, 

A.  P.  GRANT, 
D.D.G.M.  Twentieth  District. 


TWENTY-FIRST  DISTRICT. 

QuiNCY,  111.,  Sept.  1,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  My  report  from  the  Twenty-first  District  is 
necessarily  brief,  nothing  having  occurred  out  of  the  usual  routine 
that  would  be  of  interest  to  the  Grand  Master  or  the  Craft. 

I  attended  a  trial  in  Adams  Lodge  No.  529,  Plainville,  Adams 
county,  in  June  last,  which  was  conducted  by  the  W.M.  with  careful 
attention  to  the  By-laws  of  Grand  Lodge,  and  resulted  in  a  verdict 
for  defendant. 

The  old  question  of  jurisdictional  lines  between  Lima  Lodge  No. 
135  and  Warsaw  Lodge  No.  257  continues  to  come  to  the  surface,  and 
should  be  settled.  Want  of  time  and  opportunity  has  prevented  my 
giving  the  matter  the  attention  it  demands.  I  am  apprised  of  no 
■other  contention  in  this  bailiwick. 

Fraternally  yours, 

E.  S.  MULLINER, 
D.D.G.M.  Twenty-first  District. 
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TWENTY- SECOND  DISTRICT. 

Carlinville,  111.,  Aug.  17,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  As  your  District  Deputy  of  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond Masonic  District,  of  the  state  of  Illinois,  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port that  during"  the  past  Masonic  year  there  have  been  no  dissensions 
among  the  Craft  of  this  district  coming  to  my  knowledge.  While  I 
have  visited  several  of  the  lodges,  yet  I  have  not  been  called  on  to  act 
officially  in  any  matter  except  as  to  the  questions  referred  to  me  by 
the  Grand  Master,  effecting  Plainview  Lodge  and  Bunker  Hill  Lodge, 
and  which,  I  am  happy  to  state,  have  been  satisfactorily  adjusted. 

I  am  greatly  pleased  to  state  that  during  the  past  5"ear  Mount 
Nebo  Lodge  of  this  city  has  acquired  a  new  lodge  room  and  so  hand- 
somely furnished  and  equipped  the  same,  that  we  may  in  truth  claim 
that  we  have  one  of  the  very  best  lodge  rooms  in  this  state.  This 
lodge  is  increasing  in  membership  and  real  efficiency  for  good  rapidly. 
I  am  pleased  also  to  state  that  all  of  the  lodges  in  this  district,  with 
one  or  two  exceptions,  are  in  a  healthy  and  flourishing  condition.  Again 
expressing  my  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  distinguished  con- 
sideration with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  regard  me,  I  am. 

Fraternally  yours, 

ALEXANDER  H.  BELL, 

D.D.G.M.  Twenty-second  District. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  DISTRICT. 

Newton,  111.,  Aug.  27,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  In  submitting  to  you  my  annual  report  as 
your  deputy  for  the  Twenty-fourth  District,  I  am  pleased  to  state 
that  peace  and  harmony  reign  supreme  among  the  brethren. 

On  receipt  of  my  commission,  I  notified  the  several  lodges,  as  re- 
quired b}^  law.  I  have  visited  several  lodges,  assisted  in  the  work 
and  ceremonials,  but  have  had  no  call  requiring  particular  atten- 
tion, except  answering  the  usual  amount  of  questions  by  referring 
the  correspondents  to  the  Grand  Lodge  By-laws. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  conferred,  I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

W.  H.  LATHROP, 
D.D.G.M.  Twenty-fourth  District. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH  DISTRICT. 

KiNMUNDY,  111.,  Aug.  25,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  The  duties  devolving'  upon  me  during  the 
year  as  your  representative  of  the  Twenty-fifth  District  have  been 
pleasant.  I  have  heard  of  no  disputes  or  dissensions.  "Behold  how 
good  and  ple-isant  it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity." 

I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  a  number  of  lodges,  installed 
their  officers,  assisted  in  conferring  the  degrees,  and  enjoyed  their 
hospitality.  I  am  pleased  to  report  the  proficiency  attained  in  the 
standard  work  and  the  large  amount  of  work  that  has  been  done,  con- 
sidering the  hard  times,  in  many  of  the  lodges. 

Thanking  you  for  the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me,  I  am 
Fraternally  yours, 

C.  ROHRBOUGH, 
D.D.G.M.  Twenty-fifth  District. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  DISTRICT. 

Upper  Alton,  111.,  Aug.  24,  1S96. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  As  your  Deputy  for  the  Twenty-sixth  Dis- 
trict, I  have  no  official  acts  to  report  save  the  usual  round  of  installa- 
tions. 

Of  the  five  years  during  which  I  have  been  honored  with  this  po- 
sition this  is  the  first  one  which  has  not  been  productive  of  at  least 
one  question  addressed  to  me  in  my  official  capacity.  The  absence  of 
any  such  I  view  as  an  evidence  of  peace  and  harmony.  The  lodges  in 
this  district,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  have  enjo3'ed  the  average  of  pros- 
perity, and  the  growth  has  been  steady  and  healthful. 

The  visit  with  which  you  honored  Franklin  Lodge  No.  25  on  March 
25,  is  remembered  locally  as  the  great  Masonic  event  of  the  year,  and 
will  ever  be  recalled  with  much  pleasure  by  all  who  were  present. 

For  the  distinguished  honor  conferred  upon  me  in  my  selection  as 
your  representative  in  an  important  matter  of  Masonic  business  I 
desire  to  repeat  my  sense  of  grateful  appreciation  and  the  great  sat- 
isfaction I  feel  in  having  been  able,  even  in  the  most  humble  manner, 
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to  aid  in  putting  into  effect  that  great  object  of  our  glorious  institu- 
tion, charity. 

Again  thanking  you  for  this  and  other  evidences  of  your  confi- 
dence and  congratulating  you  upon  the  marked  success  of  3^our  ad- 
ministration, I  am 

Fraternally  yours, 

H.  T.  BURNAP, 
D.D.G.M.  Twenty-sixth  District. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  DISTRICT. 

Chester,  111.,  Sept.  7,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Bear  Sir  and  Brother:  As  your  Deputy  in  charge  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Masonic  District,  I  am  pleased  to  report  universal  peace  and 
harmony  prevailing  in  all  the  lodges. 

On  receiving  notice  of  my  appointment  I  nQtified  all  the  lodges 
and  extended  them  my  intentions  and  willingness  to  make  them  an 
official  visit  when  practicable.  I  have  done  very  little  visiting  during 
the  past  year.  Neither  was  my  services  required  in  any  of  the  lodges 
in  this  district. 

Tendering  you  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  in  my  appointment. 
Respectfully  and  fraternally  yours, 

JAMES  DOUGLAS, 
D.D.G.M.  Twenty-seventh  District. 


TWENTY-EIGHTH  DISTRICT. 

Marion,  111.,  Aug.  20,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Bear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  have  little  to  report  from  the  Twenty- 
eighth  District.  I  have  not  been  called  to  make  any  official  visits 
during  the  year,  and  I  infer  that  the  Craft  is  at  peace,  and  harmony 
prevails. 

The  lodges  in  my  jurisdiction  are  in  a  prosperous  condition.  There 
has  been  much  interest  taken  in  the  work  in  most  of  the  lodges  and 
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the  work  well  done,  and  I  think  the  report  of  the  lodges  will  show  a 
fair  degree  of  growth. 

With  congratulations  upon  the  success  of  your  administration, 
and  thanking  you  for  the  honor  of  the  appointment,  I  will  ever  remain 

Fraternally, 

J.  M.  BURKHART, 
D.D.G.M.  Twenty-eighth  District. 


TWENTY-NINTH  DISTRICT. 

Mt.  Carmel,  111.,  August  22,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Bro:  I  submit  herewith  my  report  as  D.D.G.M.  of  the 
Twenty-ninth  District  for  the  closing  Masonic  3'ear. 

The  duties  have  not  been  arduous  and  have  been  very  pleasant. 
With  one  exception,  I  have  not  been  called  upon  to  adjust  an}- serious 
differences  among  the  brethren. 

On  .January  15,  at  your  request,  I  visited  No.  730  and  investigated 
charges  and  complaints  against  some  of  the  brethren,  which  threat- 
ened the  usefulness  and  prosperity  of  the  lodge.  A  detailed  report  of 
mj^  investigation  was  submitted  to  you  at  the  time.  I  am  pleased  to 
report,  that  from  information  received  since,  the  differences  appear 
to  have  been  amicably  settled  and  peace  and  harmony  prevail  among 
the  brethren. 

On  the  evening  of  March  13,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  Carmi 
Lodge  No.  272,  at  Carmi,  and  witnessing  the  conferring  of  the  third 
degree,  the  work  being  highly  proficient,  reflecting  great  credit  on 
the  officers  and  brethren  of  Carmi  Lodge.  I  also  had  the  pleasure, 
while  there,  of  meeting  a  large  number  of  brethren  from  adjacent 
lodges.  After  the  work  was  over  a  bountiful  banquet  was  enjoyed  by 
all.     A  highly  profitable  and  enjoj-able  evening  was  spent. 

With  the  exception  of  deciding  a  few  questions  on  Masonic  law 
and  usage,  no  complaints,  other  than  mentioned,  have  been  made  to 
me,  from  which,  I  judge,  peace  and  harmon}-  prevail.  While  some  of 
the  lodges  appear  to  be  merely  existing  or  standing  still,  the  majority 
are  prospering  and  the  brethren  show  an  anxiety  to  become  proficient 
in  the  teachings  and  standard  work  of  Masonry.     Thanking  you  for 
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the  honor  conferred  upon  me,  by  my  appointment  and  congratulating 
you  upon  your  successful  administration,  I  am. 

Fraternally  yours, 

H.  A.  (JODDARD, 
D.D.G.M.  Twenty-ninth  District. 


THIRTIETH   DISTRICT. 

New  Grand  Chain,  111.,  Aug.  18,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  ^Master. 

Uear  Sir  and  Brother:  In  submitting  my  annual  report  for  the  Ma- 
sonic 3^ear  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  permitted  to  say  that  nothing 
has  occurred  in  the  Thirteenth  District  to  mar  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  Masonry.  The  Craft  seems  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
Not  a  case  has  been  referred  to  me  for  official  action. 

Soon  after  my  appointment  I  received  from  you  a  petition  asking 
the  removal  of  Bay  City  Lodge  No.  771  from  Bay  City  to  Hamlets- 
burg,  111.  Being  familiar  with  the  territory,  and  knowing  it  to  be  a 
benefit  to  the  lodge,  I  recommended  the  removal  as  set  forth  in  said 
petition. 

On  the  evening  of  Februar3^  27,  1896,  acting  as  your  proxy,  I  con- 
stituted Trinity  Lodge  No.  562,  located  at  Mound  City,  111.,  installed 
its  officers,  and  assisted  in  conferring  the  third  degree. 

Accept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred  and  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  me. 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  M.  JONES, 
D.D.G.M.  Thirtieth  District. 


— f 
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Report  of  Grand  Examiners 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 


Litchfield.  111.,  Aug.  1,  1896. 
Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the 
several  Masonic  Schools  of  Instruction  held  by  the  Board  of  Grand 
Examiners,  pursuant  to  3rour  order,  during  the  current  j'ear: 

JACKSONVILLE.  • 

At  the  school  held  at  Jacksonville,  on  the  31st  day  of  December, 
1895,  and  the  1st  and  2d  days  of  January.  1^96,  there  were  present 
M.W.  Bro.  Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master:  R.W.  Bros.  George  M.  Moulton, 
J.G.  W.;  J.  H.  C.  Dill,  Grand  Secretary;  W.  B.  Grimes,  President;  John 
W.  Rose,  Secretary;  A.  B.  Ashley,  Joseph  Eli  Evans,  and  James  R. 
Ennis,  members  of  Board  of  Grand  Examiners;  D.  B.  Hutchinsonj 
I.  H.  Todd,  W.  K.  Bowling,  J.  W.  Quillen,  Delmar  D.  Darrah,  J.  F. 
Clayton,  and  J.  E.  Morton,  Deput\'  Grand  Lecturers;  A.  P.  Grout, 
D.D.G.M.  of  Twentieth  District. 

One  hundred  ninety-six  names  were  registered,  fifty-nine  lodges, 
and  five  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented. 

DIXON. 

At  the  school  held  at  Dixon,  on  the  21st,  22d,  and  23d  days  of  Jan- 
uary, 1896,  there  were  present  M.W.  Bro.  Owen  Scott,  Grand  Master; 
R.W.  Bros.  Edward  Cook,  Deputy  Grand  Master;  W.  B.  Grimes,  Presi- 
dent: John  W.  Rose,  Secretary;  A.  B.  Ashley,  Joseph  Eli  Evans,  and 
James  R.  Ennis,  members  of  Board  of  Grand  Examiners;  W.  M.  Bur- 
bank,  A.  G.  Goodridge,  Henry  S.  Albin.  J.  E.  Wheat,  C.  E.  Grove,  C.  E. 
Allen,  G.  O.  Friedrich,  Herbert  S.  Hurd,  R.  P.  Strickler,  and  S.  Thomp- 
son, Deputy  Grand  Lecturers,  and  D.  D.  Hunt,  D.D.G.M. District. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-one  names  were  registered;  fiftj'-nine 
lodges  and  four  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented. 

PAN  A. 

At  the  school  held  at  Pana  on  the  28th.  29th,  and  3()th  da3-s  of 
January,    1896,    there   were    present   M.W.  Bro.  Owen   Scott,  Grand 
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Master:  R.W.  Brethren  Edward  Cook,  Deputy  Grand  Master;  J.  H.  C. 
Dill,  Grand  Secretary;  W.  B.  Grimes,  President;  John  W.  Rose,  Secre- 
tary; A.  B.  Ashley,  Joseph  Eli  Evans,  and  .James  R.  Ennis,  members 
of  Board  of  Grand  Examiners:  G.  H.  B.  Tolle,  Hugh  A.  Snell,  JohnG. 
Sietz,  H.  T.  Burnap,  A.  H.  Story,  George  A.  Martin,  W.  H.  Lathrop, 
W.  S.  Buchanan,  J.  J.  Crowder.  and  G.  A.  Stadler,  Deputy  Grand  Lec- 
turers. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-six  names  were  registered;  fifty-three 
lodges  and  two  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented. 

DU  QUOIN. 
At  the  school  held  at  Du  Quoin  on  the  11th,  12th,  and  13th  days 
of  February,  1896,  there  were  present  M.W.  Bro.  Owen  Scott,  Grand 
Master:  R.W.  Brethren  Edward  C.  Pace,  Senior  Grand  Deputy; 
W.  B.  Grimes,  President:  John  W.  Rose,  Secretary;  A.  B.  Ashley, 
Joseph  Eli  Evans,  and  James  R.  Ennis,  members  of  Board  of  Grand 
Examiners;  James  A.  Douglass,  Past  Grand  Examiner  and  D.G.L.,  and 
G.  H.  B.  Tolle,  T.  H.  Humphrey,  H.  T.  Burnap,  W.  H.  Stevens,  S.  H. 
Shoemann,  J.  B.  Kelly,  Herbert  S.  Hurd,  A.  H.  Story,  L.  J.  Forth. 
G.  G.  Gowdy,  and  C.  Rohrbough,  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers. 

Two  hundred  fifty-eight  names  were  registered:  fifty-two  lodges 
and  three  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented. 

DANVILLE. 

At  the  school  held  at  Danville  on  the  18th,  19,  and  20th  days  of 
February,  1896,  there  were  present,  M.W.  Bro.  Owen  Scott,  Grand 
Master:  R.W.  Brethren  Edward  Cook,  Deputy  Grand  Master;  W.  W. 
Bruce,  Grand  Steward:  W.  B.  Grimes,  Pres.;  .Jno.  W.  Rose,  Secy., 
A.  B.  Ashley,  .Jos.  Eli  Evans,  and  .Tames  R.  Ennis,  members  of  the 
Board  of  Examiners:  Charles  F.  Tenny,  D.D.G.M.  18th  Dist.;  G.  H.  B. 
Tolle,  D.  E.  Bruffet,  Herbert  S.  Hurd",  H.  T.  Burnap,  Hugh  A.  Snell, 
J.  M.  Willard,  G.  A.  Stadler,  Delmar  D.  Darrah,  W.  B.  Carlock,  and 
W.  S.  Buchanan,  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers. 

Two  hundred  fifty-eight  names  were  registered:  fifty-four  lodges 
and  six  grand  jurisdictions  were  represented. 

Since  last  session  of  Grand  Lodge  we  have  recommended  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  following  brethren  as  Deputy  Grand  Lecturers, 
to-wit: 

Frank  Barker,  Rochelle;  Andrew  H.  Story,  Norris  City;  Henry 
Werno,  LaGrange;  Samuel  G.  Jarvis,  Victoria;  Isaac  Cutter,  Camp 
Point;  Jerome  Heath  Thomas,  Belvidere. 

At  each  of  these  schools  the  whole  ritual  of  Masonry  was  fully 
rehearsed   and  exemplified  in  regular  lodges  and  with  several  candi- 
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dates.     The  official  reception  of  the  M.W.  Grand  Master  was  also  a 
feature  of  each  school. 

At  each  place  of  meeting  an  address  was  given  by  M.W.  Bro. 
Owen  Scott  on  the  duties  of  officers  and  the  business  management  of 
lodges  other  than  the  ritualistic  work,  which  was  appreciated  by  all 
and  calculated  to  greatly  aid  lodge  officers,  especially  Worshipful 
Masters  and  Secretaries  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

The  board  desires,  through  the  medium  of  this  report,  to  express 
its  appreciation  of  the  assistance  rendered  at  these  schools  bj''  the 
M.W.  Grand  Master  and  other  grand  officers,  and  especially  to  the 
Deputy  Grand  Lecturers  and  District  Deputj'  Grand  Masters  for  their 
valuable  assistance.  The  courtesies  extended  to  us  by  the  officers  and 
members  of  the  constituent  lodges  is  also  appreciated  and  hereby 
acknowledged. 

All  of  which  is  fraternally  submitted. 

JNO.  W.  ROSE, 
Secretar}'. 
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AMENDMENTS  TO  GEAND  LODGE  BY-LAWS-Proposed. 

Amend  Section  1,  Article  XIV  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  adding:  "The  district  may  be  changed  in  other  than  decen- 
nial years  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Master,  confirmed 
b}'  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  the  districts  may  be  defined  by  territorial 
limits,  or  by  designating  what  lodges  shall  constitute  a  district." 

Amend  Section  2,  Article  XIV  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  by  adding:  "Provided  that  in  case  there  shall  be  more  than 
one  district  in  a  county  the  deputies  for  such  districts  shall  be  resi- 
dents of  the  county  and  members  of  lodges  therein." 


Amend  Section  4,  Article  VI,  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  4.  For  the  due  performance  of  the  duties  hereinbefore  de- 
scribed, and  for  his  deputy,  and  all  necessary  clerk  hire  and  office 
rent,  the  Grand  Secretary  shall  receive,  as  full  compensation,  the 
sum  of  three  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  payable  monthly;  Provided, 
That  for  payment  of  sums  actually  expended  for  postage,  express 
charges,  and  incidental  official  expenses,  the  Grand  Lodge  may  make 
appropriations,  upon  presentation  of  itemized  bills,  approved  by  the 
Auditing  or  Finance  Committee. 


AMENDMENT  TO  GEAND  LODGE  BY-LAWS-Adopted. 

Art.  XXXII,  Part  II,  Sec.  7.  No  Mason  shall  give  the  Masonic 
name  to  any  business  concern,  association,  or  calling  organized  or 
prosecuted  for  profit  or  for  a  livelihood.  No  Mason  shall  use  or  be  a 
party  to  the  using  of  the  Masonic  name  as  a  part  of  the  style  and  title 
or  designation  of  any  business  firm,  concern,  company,  association,  or 
enterprise,  unless  such  business  shall  be  the  printing  or  publishing  of 
Masonic  books,  papers,  or  periodicals,  or  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
Masonic  supplies. 
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